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AN A CT to am end the M otor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act.

A.D. 2014 Enacted by the Parliament o f  Guyana:-

Short title. 
Cap. 51:02

1. This Act, which amends the M otor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, m ay be 

cited as the M otor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Am endment) Act 2014.

Amendment of 
section 2 o f  the 
Principal Act.

2. Section 2 o f  the Principal Act is amended as follows -

(a) by inserting, immediately after the definition o f  “child restraint

system” , the following definition -

“demerit point” means a point specified in colum n 3 in respect o f  an

offence specified in column 1 under the provisions o f  the Act or 

Third schedule Regulations specified in column 2 o f  the Third Schedule;’;

(b) by substituting, for the definition o f  “ow ner’, the follow ing

definition -

‘ “owner” means -

(a) the person in whose name a motor vehicle o r trailer is 

registered;

(b) in the absence from Guyana o f  the registered owner, the 

person in actual charge or possession o f  the vehicle;

(c) in relation to a vehicle which is the subject o f  a hiring 

agreement, a hire purchase agreement or a sales agreem ent, the 

person in possession o f the vehicle under that agreem ent;

(d) in relation to a vehicle which is the subject o f  a bill o f  sale, the 

person in possession o f the vehicle under the bill o f  sale; and

(e) in relation to a m otor vehicle that is subject o f  a pow er o f  

attorney, the donee o f  the power o f  attorney having possession 

o f  the vehicle;’.

Amendment o f 
section 10 o f  the 
Principal Act.

3. Section 10 o f  the Principal Act is amended in the following m anner -

(a) by substituting for subsection (1) the following subsection -

“(1) On any change o f  possession o f  a m otor vehicle otherw ise than 

by death -

(a) the registered owner and the person into whose 

possession the vehicle has passed shall w ithin seven 

days after such change o f  possession apply in 

writing signed by both o f  them to the licensing officer 

giving the nam e and address o f  the person into w hose
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possession the vehicle has passed and the date o f  change 

o f  possession and such application shall be accom panied 

by the certificate o f  registration, the prescribed fee and a 

certificate o f  the Com m issioner o f  Inland Revenue 

stating that the registered owner has in accordance with 

8i:oi the Income Tax Act delivered to the Com m issioner o f

Inland Revenue all his returns, including the return for 

the preceding year o f  income and has paid all taxes due 

and payable to the Com m issioner by him or has made 

arrangem ents to the satisfaction o f  the Com m issioner for 

the paym ent o f  all such taxes that are due and payable;

(b) if  the licensing officer is satisfied that the registration is 

not prohibited by the Act and the vehicle is brought 

before the licensing officer, the licensing officer shall 

thereupon, in the presence o f  the registered ow ner and 

the person into whose possession the m otor vehicle has 

passed, enter in the register and the certificate o f 

registration the nam e and address o f  the person into 

whose possession the vehicle has passed and the date on 

which the entry is m ade and from such date the person 

into whose possession the vehicle has passed shall for 

the purposes o f  this Act be deemed to  be the registered 

owner o f  the m otor vehicle;

(c) where a person referred to in paragraph (a) is a com pany, 

a letter o f  authorisation signed by a d irector o f  the 

com pany authorising a representative to act on behalf o f  

the com pany shall be produced to the licensing officer;

(d) where a person referred to in paragraph (a) is unable to 

be present due to illness or disability, the licensing 

officer, upon the payment o f  the prescribed fee by or on 

behalf o f  the ill or disabled person, shall visit the person 

and inspect the motor vehicle for the purpose o f 

effecting the transfer o f  registration;

(e) where a person referred to in paragraph (a) is out o f  the 

country, the licensing officer may effect the transfer o f  

registration if  the other person produces a sworn 

affidavit to the effect that that other person is out o f  the 

country” ;
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(b) by inserting, immediately after subsection (3), the following 

subsections -

“ (4) Notwithstanding the registration is not effected, on 

any change o f  possession o f  a m otor vehicle by virtue o f  a 

hiring agreement, a hire purchase agreem ent or a sales 

agreement, the person in possession o f  the m otor vehicle by 

virtue o f  such agreement, subject to the terms and conditions 

o f  any such agreement, shall be vested with the rights, powers 

and liabilities as if  registered as the owner o f  the m otor vehicle 

for the purposes o f  this Act.

(5) W here the application for transfer o f  registration o f  

a motor vehicle has not been made within seven days after the 

change o f  possession o f  the vehicle under subsection (I) (a), 

the registered owner and the person into whose possession the 

m otor vehicle has passed each com m its an offence and is 

liable on summary conviction to a fine o f  one hundred and 

fifty thousand dollars and to imprisonm ent three m onths.’.

4. The Principal Act is amended by inserting, im m ediately after section 33, 

the fol lowing sections -

“Assignm ent o f

demerit points. 33A. (1) Where any person is convicted o f  an offence

specified in the Third Schedule, the court shall, in addition to any 

Third schedule. punishm ent for that offence, order -

(a) that the dem erit points specified in the Third

Third schedule Schedule in relation to that offence be

recorded against the driver’s licence o f  that 

person; and

(b) that, if  sufficient dem erit points are recorded, 

the person be disqualified for a period 

specified in section 33B.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply if the punishm ent 

imposed by the court includes an order disqualifying that person 

from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence.

(3) Where a person appeals against a conviction for an 

offence relating to subsection (1), no dem erit points shall be 

recorded in respect o f  that conviction unless the conviction is 

confirmed on appeal.
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(4) W here a person is convicted o f  an offence specified in 

the Third Schedule, the clerk o f  the court shall inform the Licensing 

Authority o f  the conviction -

(a) as soon after the conviction is confirm ed on

appeal, if  an appeal is brought against the 

conviction; or

(b) as soon as may be after the expiration o f  the 

ordinary time for bringing an appeal, if  an appeal 

is not brought against the conviction.

(5) W here a person is served with a notice under section 8 o f  

the Sum m ary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act in respect o f  an offence 

under this Act and pays the penalty in accordance with that section -

(a) the num ber o f  dem erit points specified in the Third

Schedule in respect o f  that offence shall be

recorded against any licence held by that person; 

and

(b) the officer in charge o f  the Police Station shall

record in respect o f  that person -

(i) details o f  the offence committed;

(ii) the date on which the penalty was paid;

(iii) the num ber o f  dem erit points specified in the 

Third Schedule in relation to that offence; 

and

(iv) as o f  that date, the total num ber o f  dem erit 

points recorded against the licence o f  that 

person,

and thereafter shall forward the information 

recorded to the Licensing Authority.

(6) W here a person -

(a) is convicted o f  two or more offences specified in 

the Third Schedule occurring on a single occasion; 

or

(b) has paid a penalty under section 8 (2) o f  the 

Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act, in respect 

o f  two or more offences occurring on a single 

occasion,
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the greatest number o f  demerit points in respect o f  one 

offence only shall be recorded against the driver’s 

licence o f  that person and where offences carry equal 

dem erit points, dem erit points for one offence only shall 

be recorded.

33B. Where the demerit points accum ulated by a person 

amounts to -

(a) ten or more but less than sixteen, the period

o f disqualification, from holding or

obtaining a driver’s licence shall be six

months;

(b) twelve or more over a twelve m onth period,

the period o f  disqualification from holding 

or obtaining a driver’s licence shall be one 

year;

(c) sixteen or more, the period o f

disqualification from holding or obtaining a 

driver’s licence shall be one year.

33C. (1) Where a total number o f  six or more but less than 

ten dem erit points has accum ulated in the record o f  any person, the 

Licensing Authority shall cause a notice in writing to be sent to that 

person -

(a) informing the person o f  the num ber o f

dem erit points accumulated; and

(b) specifying that he may or shall be

disqualified if  any more dem erit points o f

ten or more are recorded against his licence.

(2) The Licensing Authority shall, before

disqualifying a person for a period specified in section 33B, give that 

person notice in writing o f  its intention to do so, specifying a date 

not less than fourteen days after the date o f  the notice, upon which 

such disqualification shall be made and calling upon the person to 

show cause to the Licensing Authority why he should not be 

disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence.
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(3) If the Licensing Authority decides to disqualify a 

person for a period specified in section 33B, the Licensing Authority 

shall forthw ith in writing notify the person o f  the disqualification.

33D. W here dem erit points have been recorded against the 

driver’s licence o f  a person under this Act, and for a period o f  three 

years after the date o f  the latest recording o f  such dem erit points no 

further dem erit points are recorded against the licence, then upon the 

expiration o f  that period, the dem erit points shall be expunged from 

the records:

Provided that in calculating the period o f  three years, 

no account shall be taken o f  any period o f  disqualification pursuant 

to section 33A (2) in respect o f  the driver’s licence o f  that person.

33E. A person who has been disqualified from holding or 

obtaining a driver’s licence under the dem erit points system may 

within fourteen days o f  the receipt o f  the notice referred to in section 

33C, appeal to the High Court against that decision.

33F. (1) A person who has been disqualified from holding or 

obtaining a driver’s licence under the dem erit points system shall

surrender to the Licensing Authority his driver’s licence -

(a) within fourteen days o f  the notice referred to in

section 33C (3), if no appeal is made to the

High Court; or

(b) within seven days o f a decision o f  the Licensing 

A uthority being confirmed, if  an appeal is made 

to the High Court.

(2) The Licensing Authority shall return the driver’s 

licence to the holder thereof and the points recorded against him 

shall be cancelled after the expiration o f  the period referred to in 

33B.

33G. A person who applies for or obtains a d river’s licence 

or drives a m otor vehicle while he is disqualified from holding or 

obtaining a d river’s licence under the dem erit points system is guilty 

o f  an offence and is liable on summ ary conviction to a fine o f  fifty 

thousand dollars and to imprisonm ent for a period o f  twelve months 

together w ith the disqualification from holding or obtaining a 

driver’s licence for a further period o f  six months.
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Amendment to 33H. The Minister may by order, subject to negative
the Third
Schedule. resolution o f  the National Assembly, amend the Third Schedule.” .

5. The Principal Act is am ended by deleting section 104 (1) (vA).

6. The Principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section 108,

the following section -

“ M otor vehicle 108A. Any person who drives or operates a m otor
used in the

com m ission o f  vehicle used in the com mission o f  an offence, for which the
an offence, etc.

penalty is not less than six months imprisonment, or uses the 

m otor vehicle to facilitate the com mission o f  such an offence 

shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine o f  a hundred 

and fifty thousand dollars and to imprisonment for twelve 

months, and shall be disqualified for a period o f  two years 

from the date o f  conviction from holding or obtaining a 

driver’s licence.” .

7. The Principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section 109,

the following section -

“Failure to report 109 A. (1) The registered owner o f  a m otor vehicle that
lost or stolen
m otor vehicle. has been lost or stolen shall make a report thereof at a police

station within seven days from the loss or theft.

(2) Any person who fails to com ply with 

subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on 

summary conviction to a fine o f  forty thousand dollars.” .

8. The Principal Act is am ended by inserting, immediately after the Second

Schedule, the following Schedule -
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“THIRD SCHEDULE

ss. 2, 33A, 33H

C olum n 1 
O ffen ce

1. D riving unregistered  m o to r vehicle

C olum n 2 
A ct, R egulations

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section  12

Colum n  
D em erit Points

2. D riv ing  m otor veh ic le  w ithou t 
identification m ark

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section  14

3. D riving an unfit m o to r vehicle M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section 16

4. D riving an un licensed  vehicle M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  23

5. D riving a vehicle w ith o u t being 
licensed to so drive

6. Failing to produce a  d river's  licence

7. R efusing to declare  p resen t address

8. Speeding (exceed ing  speed  limit)

9. R eckless or dangerous driv ing

10. C areless driv ing

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  24 ( I )

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 5 1 :02, 
section  24 (2)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  24 (3)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  35 ( I )

M otor V ehicles and  Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 5 1 :02, 
section  37 (1)

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section 38

1 1. Use o f  hand-held  m ob ile  telephone 
w hile driving

12. M otor racing  and speed  tra ils  on 
high-w ay

13. D riving m otor veh ic le  under the 
influence o f  drink  o r drugs

14. D riving or being  in charge  o f  m otor 
vehicle w hile b reath  o r b lood  alcohol 
levels exceed p rescribed  lim it

15. Failure to p rovide specim en  o f  breath

16. Failure to subm it to  b rea th  analysis or 
w ilful alteration  o f  a lcohol 
concentration  in b rea th  o r blood

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section  37A  (4)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  39

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section  40

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 5 1 :02, 
section  39A  (2)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51.02, 
section 39B  (5)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51:02, 
section  39C  (5)

17. R iding on ou tside  o f  m o to r vehicle M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 
section  41

18. C ausing  or p erm itting  m ore than one 
trailer to  be draw n

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 5 1 :02, 
section  42
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O ffen ce

19. Failing to  stop w hen  required  by 
police

20. D riving a  m otor veh icle  not fitted 
w ith sea t belt assem blies

21. D riving a  m otor veh icle  w ithout 
w earing  a  seat belt

22. D riv ing  a  m otor veh icle  conveying a 
child not w earing  child  restra in t system

23. Failing to  overtake on the right or 
offside

24. B reach m o to r vehicle and  traffic 
orders

25. B reach o f  park ing  orders

26. Failure to  follow  tra ffic  directions and 
traffic s igns

27. Leaving m o to r veh icle  in dangerous 
position

28 . Failure to  rem ove veh icle

29. Failure to  stop  in case  o f  accident

30. D riving a  m otor bus w ithout road 
service licence

31. D riving un licensed  h ire car

32. Failing  to  exh ib it certificate  o f  fitness

33. Failure to  exh ib it licence

34. U nlighted m otor veh ic le  during  the 
hours o f  darkness

35. No device for deflec ting  beam  o f 
headlight

36. D efective park ing  brakes

37. N o reflecting  m irror

38. No w arning appliance

39. No silencer

11

C olum n 2 C olum n
A ct, R egulations D em erit Points

M otor Vehicles and R oad T raffic A ct, Cap. 51 :02, 2
section  44 (3)

M otor V ehicles and R oad  T raffic A ct, Cap. 5 1 :02, 4
section  45D  (2)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  Act, Cap. 5 1 :02, 2
section 45E  (3)

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic Act, Cap, 51:02, 4
section  45F

M otor Vehicles and R oad T raffic A ct, Cap. 51 :02, 2
section  47

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, C ap. 51 :02, 4
section  114 (2) (O rders m ade under section 49)

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  A ct, Cap. 5 1 :02, 4
section 114 (2) (O rders m ade under section 52)

M otor Vehicles and R oad T raffic  Act, Cap. 5 1:02, 4
section  53

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic Act, Cap. 51 :02, 4
section 60

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic A ct, Cap. 51:02, 4
section  61 (5)

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  Act, Cap. 51:02, 4
section 63

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  Act, Cap. 51 :02, 4
section 65

M otor Vehicles and Road T raffic A ct, Cap. 51:02, 4
section  80 (4)

M otor Vehicles and Road T raffic R egulations, regulation  13 2

M otor V ehicles and R oad Traffic R egulations, regulation  16 2

M otor Vehicles and R oad T raffic R egulations, regu lation  34 4

M otor V ehicles and R oad Traffic R egulations, regulation  46  2

M otor V ehicles and Road T raffic  R egulations, regulation  52 2

M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  57 2

M otor Vehicles and Road Traffic R egulations, regulation  59 2

M otor Vehicles and Road T raffic  R egulations, regulation  60 2
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C olum n 1 C olum n 2 C olum n
O ffen ce  A ct, R egulations Dem erit Points

40. N o effic ien t au tom atic  w indscreen  M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  64 2
w iper

41. N o effic ien t speedom eter M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  65 2

42. Use o f  p roh ib ited  tin t M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulation , regulation  103 A 2

43. Excessive no ise  M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  106 4

44. U nnecessary  use o f  horn  M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  108 4

45. T rave lling  backw ards  further than  M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  109 (1) 4
necessary

46. Failure to  have con tro l over m o to r M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  109 (2) 6
vehicle o r re ta in  full v iew  o f  the  road
and tra ffic  ahead

47. Failure to  obey  cond itions under M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic R egulations, regu lation  112 6
w hich  veh icle  m ay be  tow ed

48. T railer d raw n  by m o to r bus o r h ire car M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  119 6

49. C arry ing  m ore persons than the M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  164 6
perm itted  num ber

50. Im proper co n d u ct o f  diver M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  166 2

51. Failure to  obey  lines on road su rfaces M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regu lation  178 4

52. S topp ing  w ith in  th irty  feet from  any  M otor V ehicles and R oad T raffic  R egulations, regulation  190 (e) 4
com er

53. P lay ing  loud m usic  in a m otor bus or Sum m ary Jurisd iction  (O ffences) A ct, C ap, 8:02, section  174B  4 ” . 
h ire  car

Passed by the National Assembly on 15lh May, 2014.

/  S.E. Isaacs, 
Clerk o f  the National Assembly.

(BILL No. 4/2014)


