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AN OnDINANCZ to make provision for the grm,t of licences aulhor­
ising the utilisation of the waters of the Colony for the pur­
pose of generating electrical energy, nnd for matter::; conn"ctecl 
1herewith. 

Enacted by the Legislature of Britfsh Guiana:-
!ChnrL 'Title. 

_1. This �rdinance may be cited as the Hydro-Elrctric Powc1· 
� aOrdmnncc, 1906. · •

lnlQrpreta­
liun 

� 2. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise rcquireE -...
the followin?; exi::,ressions shall ha•:e the nw ... ,nin;.'1; herein nssi;?;ncd 
Lo thC'm-

"Colony watcr-povvcr'' means any wnter--powcr in 1akes,
fa1ls, rivers Oi" streams which can be uc;ed for th,: pur­
pose of genera.ting electricity; 

"Commissioner·' means the Commi":-;io.ner of Land:.; ancl 
Mines; 

"divert" or "diversion" means any taking or rcmc-;1.ring of
water from any riv0r, and shall include c1ny rebrcbtion 
or acceleration of the flow thereo£; 

"Engineer" means the Engineer appo;nt.2d by tl,c G0vcrnr.r
under section 22 of this Ordinance: 

"bnds of the Colony" means any Cro·,vi1 lands m· :-,,,y inter­
est in any lands which are the prop1erty 0£ the Crown 
or of the Colony and any other lands or any interest
therein which have been or may bt:- placed under th"
control and mnnagement of the Commissio!1er; 
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"licence" means a licence r,rnnt€c1 under thi.s Ordinance for 
any of the purposes specified in section 6 (1); 

"licensee" means a person to whom a licence is p;rantecl 
under this Ordinance and includes his heirs, executors, 
administrators, successors and permitted assigns; 

"prescribed" means prescrib2d by Re.�u1ations; 
"point of diversion" means the nctual point or place on 1h•� 

natural course of a rivei- at which a licensee is nuthor­
ised to divert water from that ri,,er, and shall include 
any substituted poi?1t at which he is authorised to 
divert as aforesaid; 

"public undertaking" means an undertaking established 
and operated wholly or mainly for the supply of ener,gy 
to meet a public demand; 

"Reg,ulations" means regulations made iil purnuancc of the 
powers conferred b�/ this Ordinance; 

"river" includes all natural wate:·-courses nr sources of 
water-supply, and all streams, lakes, creeks, springs and 
_1:avines; 

"undertaking" means the undertakini( required or proj.:.0sed 
to be established or carried on in pursuancr- of this Or­
dinance by the Colouy, or by an applicant, license2 or 
other person for the development of any Colony water­
power or for the transmission, distribution or utilization 
of the force or energy p,roduced from such water-power; 
and shall include, in so far as authm·is.zd or req:.1ired 
in any case -

(i) the storage, pondage, penning back, regulation,
aur,mentation, carriage, diversion and use ot
water or of the flov-r thereof;

(ii) , the generation of energy ::it any ])lant which is
used as an auxiliary to the water-power plant;

(iii) the surveying, laying out, constrndion, main­
taining and operatin.Q" of works, including chi.ms,
flumes, penstocks, power stations, transmission
lines, terminal stations, and subsbtions;

(iv) the surveyi'ng of any bnds, carryin;: on of i11-
vestigations and collection 0£ data;

(v) the acquisition and use of lands and properties
or any interest there-in;

(vi) the admi'nistration and management of 1.he re­
quired lands, works and prr.pel'ties; and the busi­
ness connected therewith:

(vii) matters incidental 1.o any of the foregoing:
''water-power" includes any force or energy of whatever 

form or nature contained i'n or capable of heing �:ro­
duced or generated from any flowin,r', or follinr..r water 
in such quantity as to make it of: commercial value; 

"works" includes anything done, rnar1e or construded in 
connection with or in relation, · er incil1cn 1.a1, fo 1 he 
diversion, sLorag0 and the use o[ waler fnr gcner�i,inr�. 
and ihe gcncrntion of, clcclric�l cncrry. 

::l. 'l'lii� Orclin::mcc shall apply -­
(:.) to all Colony water-powers; 

(b) to all lands of the Colony required in conncclion

/\p11licnlion 
of Ordinance. 
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with the development or working of such water­
powers or for p,urposes incidental thereto; 

(c) to all lands and properties which may be acquired
or authorised to be acquired under the terms and for
the purposes of this Ordinance, in connection with
Colony water-powers;

(d) to the power or energy p,roduced or producible from
the waters on or within the said lands, whether the
power or energy derived therefrom or any portion
thereof is distr1buted upon or utilised on lands of
the Colony or not;

( e) to all undertakings established or carried on in re­
spect of any Colony water-powers; and

(f) to all matters incidental thereto.

4. Subject to any rights, lawfully held, the property in and
the sole right to the use of all Colony watt�r-powers are hereby 
declared to bte vested in and shall remain in the Crown. 

5. (1) Lands -
(a) upon or w.i'thin which there is water-power; or

(b) required for the prot·2ction of wat€r-power; or

(c) required for the purposes of a11y undertaking;
;,;nd the water-powers and waters therrnn, shall not be open io 
e:ntry, and except as hereinafter otherwise provided, no interest 
therein sha11 he leased or otherwise granted or conveyed by the 
Crown; and any grant or ,conveyance hereafter made of any such 
lands or any interest therein, except in pursuance of this Ordin­
._,nce and the Regulations, shall not vest in the rrantee any ex­
clusive or other property or interest with respect to such lar,ds. 

(2) No right of entry, permit, licence, lease or other con-­
-.:ession shall be made for or of any lands within a game .,anctuary 
or fish sanctuary or Crown forest until the Commissioner of Lands 
:;,nd Mines or the Conservator of Forests, as the case may be, has 
reported upon the effect of such right of entry, permit, licence" 
lease or other concession upon the game sanctuary, fish sanctuary J 
or Crown forest concerned, and the Governor has decided whether 
it is necessary to insert any provision or provisions in such right 
of entry, p1ermit, licence, lease or othel' concession to protect the 
use and enjoyment of such game sanctu::iry, fish sanctuary or 
Crown forest. 

(3) Where small areas only of any _parce1 or suh-divjsion
of any lands of the Colony are required to be submer.�ed alonri 
the bank of any stream in connectioa with an undertaking, and 
where it has not been found pract.i:cable or exp€dicnt to make 
rnrveys for the purpose of setting out the exact limits o.f the area 
1 o be flooded, the Governor may dispose of such parcel or sub­
division in accordance with the 'I),rovisions oE any other Ordinance 
or Regulations applicable to the disposal of such lands, reserving, 
however, the right at any time to raise the water surface to such 
elevation as may be required in connection with such undertaking. 
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6. (1) S\ubject to the provisions of this Ordinance the Gov- ��;;:;
11
i; in

c·rnor in Council may, with the approval of the Secretary of State, councll to 
i:;rant a licence to any person, ·on such ierms and cnndifions as he grant li�encc . 

th· J f"t d . tl ·1 l h . . h" authoris111g 
may m { 1 , an 1n 1e manuer :µ,rescn Jee. aut ons1n_\:'· 1m- the use oJI 

(2.) io divert, store and use for th,� JJurpose 0f �encratina water-- 0 power for electrical energy such quantity of the waters of any the gcncr:i-
river as may be specified in the licence; ti,on �r 

(b) to construct, ere<::t, lay down and maintain \'.'Orks �;!c;;�cal
and plant for the generation, and distribution of 
electrical energy; 

(c) to generate and distribute electrical energy and to
utilise such energy for purposes specified in the
licence.

(2) Any licence granted under this Ordinance shall be
Rf,:plicable to specified ar\.!as (hereinafier referred t.o as licensed 
areas) and any such area shall iJ-�e defined or described in the 
licence. 

(3) Subject to the Regulations, any- licence for a public
undertaki"ng granted under this Ordinance shall specify the price 
c:i.t which electrical energy may be sold to consumers or the various 
rates at which such energy may be sold to different classes of 
consumers or the vai-ious rates at which such energy may be sold 
for different uses: 

Provided that such price or rates as the case may he shall be 
subject to review during the currency of the licence every five 
years from the date of its commencement, or at any time there­
after on the representation of the licensee. 

7. (1) A licence may, at the discretion of the Governor in T,,,rms of
Council, be granted for any term not exceeding fifty years and licence. 
shall provide for the payment of such rent and ·royalty as may be 
sp.ecified in the licence. 

(2) Not less than twenty-four months prior to the term­
ination of any licence, the licensee may apply in writing to the 
Commissioner for a renewal of his licence, and if he shall have 
paid all the rents and royalties and observed and performed all 
the terms and conditions on the part of the licensee to be observed 

-,and performed up to the expiration of the licence the Governor'' ·in Council may, subject to the approval of the Secretary of State,
grant a renew;,al of the licence for a term not exceeding fifty years. 

(3) Upon the filing of such application for the renewal of
his licence the licensee shall );>e given preference over other appli­
cants for a licence to use and occupy the waters and lands included
in his licence during a further term:

Provided always that the licensee has complied with all the 
requirem:ents of his licence and of the Regulations from time to 
time in force to the satisfaction of the Commissioner and that his 
proposed use and development of the site is in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council at least as desirable in the public interest as 
that of any other pending applicant. 

8. If any land or any interest therein is required b,y Her Expropria-
f d t l : . f . · t tton of 

Majesty or any un er a nng or 1s necessary ·or creatmg, protec - private Jan.I, 

ing or developina any water-nower, the Governor in Co1..1ncil may w1,e�e rc-n .1: • (1Ut-r0•] hy direct the Cbmmissioner on behalf of Her Majesty lo acquire by the cr,.nm. 
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expropriation the title to such land or intei·est therein as may be 
required, and thereupon the p,rovisions of the Crown Lands Re-· 
::umption Ordinance, in so far as a�Jplicable, shall ::ipply as if in-
cluded in this Ordinance. 

9. (1) If. any Crown lands specified in a grant, lease or
licence, which are required or any interest in wbicl1 is req uircd 
for nn undertaking, are occupf,ed or held in a manner inconsistent 
with the carrying out of such undertaking, the Governor in Coun-· 
cil may order and direct the ca11cellation of such .r;rant, lease or 
licence or agreement in whole or in part, 01· may direct that the 
terms thereof be so modified as to 1·e.servc '.:o the! Crov;;n such lands 
or such rights in the said lands c1s may b2 required for such under­
taking. 

,:,,l'•'i'Ll'<a- (2) In every case of cancellation or modification under
i""' to the p;receding subsection compensation sh21l be paid out of the 
gn1�lfeo.;. 

Cap. 179. 

rev,,nues of the Colony to the perrnittce, entrant, lessee, liccm,e2 
01· party to such aireement 01· other form of conveyance. 

Provided that the provisicns of ,;edi.ons 18 nnd 20 of thE' 
Acquisition of Lands for Public Purposes 01·dinancc shall apply 
for the puq:,ose of assessiug compensation 1.o be paid :.mtler this 
Ordinance as though those sections wer0 set out in full in, and 
fnrmed part 0£, this Ordinance. 

(3) The C'ommissioner shall in 1cach caso fix the amount
�,o,icr 

t
t� fix �,f the comrJensation to be pa.id, su,b,iect to ap'1)eal bv the 1:iermitlce,

ull10li11 - ll •• · entrant, lessee, llcensee or party to the Supreme Court. 

Cun1n1is-

Licensee to 10. Where compensation has been paid out of th8 revenu,2s
pay mm,tmt 01 the Colony under section 8 or section 9 of this Ordjnance in 
CJ£ com- f d t k' th G . C ·1 

. respect o · any un er a ·mg · e overnor in ounc1. may require PCi1!:iB.L!u�1. 

as a term of any li'cence issued for such undertaking that the 
licensee shall pay to the Financial Secretary a, sum equal to the 
entire amount of such compensation or such portion thereof as 
may be specified in the licence. 

,Ju;nt ,1eve1- 11. ·where two or more Colony water-powers are so situated 
"t''•" :it "' that they can be more economically and satisfactorily utilised by 
;,:�7c,'.�r 1'1Gre l;Ging developed jointly and opernted under one control, and 
puwNs. (a) if such water-powers have,not been granted hy the )

Crown, the Governor in Council may order that
they be disposed of in such manner and subject to
snch conditions as will, in his opinion, secure such
joint development and single control; or

(b) if the right to develo1:1 one or more of such water­
po,vers has been granted to or is held by any iJer­
son, and if the Governor in Council is of the opinion
that the public interest wi:tl best be served by re­
serving the remainin_g- water·-power or water-powers
so as to bring about the joint development and
single control of all such water-powers, the Gov­
ernor in Council may order the said rcrn.aining
water-power or water-power,:; to be reserved for
such period or periods as he may deem necessary in
order to secure such joint development and single
con1Tol, and may authorise the Commissioner to

l' 



No. 48] 

7 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER [A.D. 1956 

enter into an agreement with the person holding the 
water-power or water-powers first mentioned for 
the purposes aforesaid, and may prescribe the terms, 
conditions and co-.:enants to be included in such 
agreement. 

12. (1) The Governor fn Council may, upon application by ca11ccll:1tio11
the Commissioner and with the ar-proval of the Secretary of or lic:m::,i. 

State, 'by 011der, cancel in whole or in part any licence granted 
under this Ordinance on any of the following grounds -

(a) failure by the licensee for three consecutive years
to make beneficial. use of the water authori'sed to be
used;

(b) failure by the licensee for three consecutive years
or more to pay the rent or royalty due in respect of
the licence;

(c) wilful and persistent waste of water;
(d) wilful diversion or use of more water than the

licensee is at the ti'me entitled to divert or use;
(e) wilful contravention of �my provision of this Or­

dinance or of the Regulations;
(f) non-compliance with or non-observance of any

term or condition contained in the licence;
(g) wilful refusal by the licensee to obey any reason­

able order of the Engineer �iven under the authority
of this Ordinance;

(h) the construction, maintenance, operation 01· use by
the li'censee of any works which are not authorised
under his licence or c>.ny wc1·ks, the plans of which
are not approved by the Governor in Council.

(2) A notice signed lw the Commissioner statin.o.· that it
is proposed to cancel the licence Pnd givin.� grounds upon whid1 it 
is alleged that the licence is liable to cancellation shaJl be sent to 
the licensee at his registered address at least sixt.v days before 
1'he date when it is proposed to make th1: order canc�lling the 

_licence. If the licensee before the date for the maldn_g of the 
\ 1;roposed order as aforesaid files with the Commissioner notice of 

c,bjections to the cancellation, the Governor b Council shall upon 
�.uch hearing as he may deem expedient, determine whether the 
objections are substantiated, and shall, with 1.he apriroval of the 
Secretary of State, make such order as to him seems just. 

13. At any time after the expiration of one half ot the Power w
original term of the licence, _granted fo� a publi� unrlertal�ing, ���eerl;;,';,:.! 
upon twenty-four months' notice to thJ� cdc:ct havm.c: been given before 

1,,,, the Commissioner to the licensee, or upon the cancellation of etxpiry er
. . . . . erm or 

the licence the Governor may take over �he undertakmp: of ,he ,.;,.,n cd?;-

1icensee paying ther<?for compensation in accordance wi1h the c1;1131i:rn 

lJrinciples set out in section 14 of this Ordinance; except t.hat c,· he"'·-· 
where the undertaking is being taken over otherwise than upon 
cancellation of the licence the Governcr or the abitrators, as the 
case may be, may. in valuing the undertaking, .2dd to the amo1.mt 
determined in accordance with subsectiori (2) of the said sccUon 
Ma bonus equal to three--quarter5 of one per centurp of such
amow1t for each and every full year of the 1.mcxpired term of
the licence: 
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Provided that in no case sl1all such bonus be less than five 
per cenium of such amount. 

Vesting of 14. (1) Upon the expiry of the licei1C'..'! and on the failure of.propert_y P.L the licensee to ,be !?Tankd a renewal thereof in accordance with 
exp1rot10n of . 7(?) f tl ·" 0 a· l d L 1. h 11 l lic<'nce. s�ct10n � o · ,11s r mance t 1e un, er 11 on�: s a become t 1e

prnperty of the Crown and lhe Governor, or such person as he 
1nay designate in that behalf, m2y immediately and without fur­
iher p1·oceeding enter upon, possess, occupy, operate and control 
the same. 

(2) Compensation for the said undertak:ng shall he ar-
1 ived at by first takin_g as a basis the figure previously fixed in 
2ccordance with section 17 as the actual cost of the said undcr­
i2kinfi, then adjusting this figtire so as tc make allowance for :.my 
vari'ation in the purchasing power 0£ a dollar 8S shown by the 
official trade index or other local statistics most applicable to the 
case in hand, and finally deductin_g an amount equivalent to the 
actual loss in value of the undertaking clue to its physical or func-
1ional depreciation or to other causes. 

(3) Unless the Governor and the licensee agree upon the
compensation to be paid for 1.he said undertaking at least six 
months prior to the expiry of the said licence, the matter shall be 
c!etermined by arbitration. 

\��"'�1 �i\.,�r 15. (1) Subject to confirmation by the Commissioner in the
to c ordc�' � event of any objection hy the licensee, the Engine<:r n1ay direct 
Surveys, or order -etc. (a) such surveys and such other proceedings as may in 

his opinion, be required to ascc-rtain the lands of the 
Colony or any other lands or any interests in any 
lands which it may be necessary to reserve or ac­
quire for any undertaking, and the decision of the 
Engineer as to the lands or int0rests therein, that 
may in any case be required sh::>11 be final; 

(b) a survey of all streams and all necessary investiga­
i.ions with respect to water-powers to determine the
tota� utilised _a;1d available we.te_r-r�ower and. the•') 
max11num wh1cn can be made available by storage, •r 

regulation or other artificial means;
(c) that t'he volume or discharge of an:v stream or body

of water, or of 1.he economic availahility or useful­
ness thereof for power purposes be ascertained;

(d) that the flow or quantity of water used and oI the
output of electrical or other form of energy pro­
duced from the use of w,itc:r by 2ny licensc-e or other
person be ascertained;

(c) the establishment of 1�:rnges, ':'reirs, meters or other
devices for water or water-power measurements or
for measurin;:: the output of electrical or other form
of energy. . 

(2) The records and plans of such surveys and investiga­
tions shall be kept on file in the Department of Lands and Mines 
,md in the Engineer's Office and may be published in such form 
and to such extent as the Engineer mav determine. 

(3) The Engineu or any person appointed by him for the



No. 4Cl 

9 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC .POWT.ER [A.D. 1956 
------· -·-- ---------------------------------

purpose, shall have free access, in connection with any of the 
matters herein set out, to all worlcs, books, p1lans or records in so 
far ns they relate to any undertaking and may take such observa­
Lions, make such measurements, and do such other thing., of, upon, 
within or with respect to the said undertakin_g, books, plans or 
records as may be considered necessary or expedient for -

(a) ascertaining the quantity of water stored, diverted
or used, or capable of beini:r stored, diverted or used;

(b) ascertaining the amount of power developed or
cap:able of being developed;

(c) ascertaining the condition of the works, or any of
them;

(cl) determining whether the conditions to be observed
or performed by any licensee, lessee, or other per­
son, or any o.f them, are being sati'sfactorily observed
and performed;

(e) any other purpose connected with the administra­
tion of this Ordinance.

(4) The Commissioner may enter into any agreem-2nts
with any person for the making of river measurements, the carry­
ing out of investigations, and the co1lection Hnd publication of 
rl�ta resp,ectinp, water and power resources and the best methods 

• utilising the same; but nothing in t!1is subsection shall affect
licences for the determination of river flows in force at the com­
mencement of this Ordinance. 

16. (1) Before the commencement of any works in connection Plans of 

with an undertaki'ng there shall 1be filed with the Commissioner �;&�se;� be
in triplicate plans and specific:-itions of the proposed works in the approved J·y 
lrescribed forms and containi11g t 11e J)rescribed ,,,articulars Governor in 

, • . , ' . .i-1 . · Council . 
(2) No works shall be constructed, mamfamed or oper-

ated until general plans and speciiications in connection there-
Veith are approved by the Governor in Council. 

17. Upon completion of th� works necessary to put the under- Actual first 
taking into operation and upon completi'on of any substantial ad- cost to be 

dition thereto, a sum shall be fixed which in .conformity with the stated . 
@ovisions of this Ordinance and the Regulatrons shall represent 
tl1e actual cost of the undertaking or of such addition or both. In 
the event that the Governor and the licensee c2.nnot a_!J;ree upon 
the said sum within ninety days after the completion of the said 
undertaking or of such addition or both, the Gove,rnor shall refer 
the matter to the Supreme Court for determination. 

18. A licence shal1 entitle the licensee subject to the terms Righ!s a '.hereof and the obligations imposed by this Ordinance and the ����rre 

Regulations, to divert and use beneficially the quantity of water licence. 
for the purpose and during the periods of times set out therein, 
and to construct, maintain and operate any works necessary for 
i·he use of the water, and to the ri'ghts mentioned in the licence, 
and in respect thereto, to all the other rights conferred by this 
Ordinance. 

19. The right of a licensee t? divert _water shall �ot be pre- :!ghi!;e�ot to
judiced by subsC'quent grants at higher P')\i71!5 on ihe river or any 1udiced b�· 
,. , ,1· hlltaru thereof subsequent 
• - . ., . zrants, 
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20. Every licence shall be for lht! bene(icinl use o[ the
quantity of water pr.rrniHccl to b<' 1ak�n cind used, and notwith­
standing the quantity f,r:rnted by his licenc�. no licC'nsee shall, to 
the prejudice of others, cliverL m,-,re water from any river llian 
can for the ti'me being be beneficially nsccl by him. 

21. Whenever it may appear to the Governor in Co1mcil that
the performance of any term. or condition of a iiccnc� would 
cause unnecessary hardship, to the licensee the Govr;rnor in Coun­
cil may waive the performance of such term or condition in any 
particular inst<111ce: 

Provided that no such waivt;r shall be nssumed or deemed to 
e:xtencl to the performance o(' any term or condition other than 
that to w'hich such waiver specifically relates or to be a g2ncral 
waiver of the performance of any :such term or condition. 

22. The Governor may appoint a person with the necessary
c'!ua1ifi'cations to be Engineer for the purposes of this OnHnancc, 
,md shall from time to time assign to him duties to be perfornwc1 
under this Ordinance, the Reeulations or a licence. 

23. (1) The Governor in Council m.:iy make regulations for
tarrying out the provisi'ons and purpose of this Ordinance and in 
tcspect of any matter which is b_y this Ordinance to be prcsc1·ibcr' 
and without rEslrictin[."i the gencrr11ity or 1h':! fon::goin�4 as to 1l1L 
following matters -

(a) the storage, pundage, regulation, diversion, carriage
or utilisation of any water for power purpose.s and
for the protection of any sources of the v✓ater su��
ply;

(h) the development of water·-pm:vcrs 2.nd lhc tn,ns·­
mission, distribution, sale, exchange, disposal or us;_,
of electrical energy generated f1'1f'refrom, on,
throur,h or over lands of the Colony or an:,r othc1·
lands;

(c) the construction. maintenance, operatirin, pl!rchasc
and taking over 0£ all works which may be deemed
necessary or desirable for any 0£ th-:: rurp0ses ::-otl.'
out jn this Ordinance, whether on. over or through
lands of the Colony or any other lands, ::md for ',he
reguktion nnd control, in th0 interest. r.f (�'it water
users, of the flo,v' o[ \',nter y,rhich may. fro111 Um8 to
time pass through, by or over ,my such v.rcrk,;

(d) the use and occupancy of lands of the Colony aml
other lands er of 211:v interest 1herein for .1ny o[ the
purposes set out in this Orrlinance;

(e) the withdrawal from dispos::il undC>r any oth.:r Or·­
dinance o[ any lands of the Colony or of m1,; ·in­
terests 1.hci·cin required for any purposes under 1his
Ordinance;

(f) the granting and aclministeri:�g o( ri,(hi.;;, power;;
and privile•?es in or with l'f•S))CC� 1o wr,tl'r-powcrs
or undertakir.gs, and thP. adminic;te1-irn; of suc'.1
rights, powers and pri vilC[:\C'S theretofore acq11ircd;

(,q) the prescri(bing of condition!'i upon which the v,01 ks, 

; 
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lands and properties held in respeci: of ,my under­
taking- may be taken over npon the expiration of 
the term of :my a,.·rc!'!menL lc::isc or liccnt.::e or upon 
lh2 termination thereof for non-complicmce with
nny of the covenrmts, terms or conditions containL'cl
iu such U/.'.n:>crncnt, lr.'c1;;;e m· ]jc-:,nce or for any other
reason; 

(h) the conslrucLiun by or at lhe instance of Her
Maje::;ty of rcgulalion or stcragc works for rcgula­
Ling or augmcnti11p; ihe I/ow of waler re<1uirccl for
power and other purpo�es, for the purchase or
taking over of works already constructed and for
the dividin.!! and colkc1ing cE th2 cos� of con:stru:-:t­
ing, maintaining, und operating from thw to iime 
such works among all pcrsu'1s bcnditin,c: or in u 
position to benefit therefrom; 

(i) the securing of such power ::mtput at any site, \Vith­
in the lir:nits of its capacity, as may bP. .requi1·ecl to 
supply the public demand; and 1h0 securing of the 
maximum power resources 0£ Hll streams; 

(,i) the fixin2 of fees er charges in r2specl of any pro­
ceedi'ng u!1der this Ordinance or the Regulations; 

(k) the regulating o-C th� passage oI lugs, timber and
other products of the forest throui;:h or c,ver any 
dams or other works !?n�cted under the ;mthoriiy of
this Ordinance; 

(1) the appraisal, for :my of the nurpcses of this Ordin­
ance of the works, 12.:1.cls ;md r:r·.,p:'l'tic-; required or
used in connechon with any i.:ndcrtaking; 

(111) the regµlati11g and conirollinf: of the stock and
bond issues of persons est,,h!ishing :Jr conducting 
pubHc undertakings, the regulating and controlling o[
the service g-.iven to the public by persrins engaged in
supplying water-power, the regulatin,",; and ce11trol-
ling of the rates or chnr.�es for such :-crvice, the ap-
pointment of a boa rel or commission. "vhich may 
regulate and control the said stock and bend issues,
service. rates and char::rcs and the appoint:ncnt of a
person to act with any existin,r{ authority constitutecl
for the purposes oI the regula1;in,'{ a11d contr:Jl1i11,<:?; of
the said matters or nny of them; 

(n) the prescribing of the manner in which acconnts
shall be kept for the pmpnses of this Ordinance by
persons conducting or managing public under­
takin_r

1s, and requiring the submitti11p; of s1atements 
and reports, annual or otherwise, by such persons; 

(o) the p:rescribina; of the forms to be used in proceed-
ings under this Ordinance; 

(p) the procedure to be observed with respect to appl!'­
cations and the arantin[( o:f licences; and 

(q) any purp,ose dl':E:med necessary for giving full ef[ect
to the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) Thcr"e may be annexed to the breach of any regul;:ition
a penalty not exceeding two hundred dollars. 



12 

A.D. 1956] THE LAWS OF BRITISH GUI AN A [No. 48 
---�-

�;�;�,s��;�. 2.4. (1) A licensee shall at all 1.imes have an office in Georr.c­
"' Georg;: town, and shall state the full registered address of the office on 
tr,wn. every document issued by him. 

(2.) All process notices and other documents shall be 
sufficiently served on or delivered to a lic,?nsi=;e if delivered at his 
office during the prescribed hours. 

Licence not 25. (1) A licensee shall not be capable 0£ assigning or trans-
t,; 1:0 

d :ferring his licence or of parting with the possession of any part of 
:,f/1�.�it the foe licensed area without the consent of the Governor in CJ:mncil, 
r-,ns�_nt of with the approval of the Secretary of State.
,,:� (n.>Vetr.or (2) A th" . b t· . (1) f ih" ' h :··1 conncii. ny ln_g m su sec 1011 o. � is sect'10n to t e con-

• ).'Icnc�s. 

trary nothwithstanding the licensee shall, subject to the approval 
of the Governor in Council, have the rir.ht to mortgage his under­
taking or any part thereof and the approval of any mortgage to 
secured debentures i'n the manner aforesaid shall constitut,, 
c:uthority for the exercise of any rights and remedies thereumler 
or otherwise available at law without any further ar,,proval being 
required. 

(3) Where approval of· any mortgage has been given in
occordance with the precedinr.: subsection any purchaser at a 
judicial or foreclosure sale thereund.er shall be subje:::t to all the 
Ct'nditions of the licence and to all the J)rovisions of this Ord!n-· 
ance and oi' Regulations made thereunder: 

OFFENCES 

26. Any person who -
(a) wi�fully or mali'ciously hinders, obstructs or causes

or procures to be hindered or obsiructecl :.rny
licensee or his servants, agents or contractors in the
lawful exercise of any of the powers and authorities
by this Ordinance or the Regulations conferred;

(b) wilfully or maliciously lets off or dischar�es water
from the works of any li'censee so that the licen<;ee
loses the use of the water;

(c) unlawfully interferes -,vith the works of any
licensee;

(cl) m,olests, interferes with 01· obstructs any officer in
the discharge or performaEce oi' any duty or the
exercise o.r any authority unc'ler this Orclinance;

(e) injures, molests or interferes with any gauge�;,
bench-marks, weirs, other m<>asuring devices, struc­
tures or appliances, cables, boats, instrurr.ents or
tools belonging to or placed in position by any ap­
plicant, licensee or official of the Government, or
who moors, makes fast or in any other way attaches
any raft, vessel, boat, barge, timber or other bo:ly
to any of the aforesaid devices;

(f) unlawfully obstructs ihe flow of any r�vPr;
( g) wilfully interferes with any headgatc, ditch or r0n--

trolling works which the Engineer has re6ulated.
shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance_ and. shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not cxceedm[!", two lnm­
dred and fifty dollars. 
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27. Any person who wilfully and without authoritv diverts
water from any river or works, or any licensee or other person
who diverts a greater quantity of water than he is entitled to
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five dollars for each day
or fraction of a day for each cubic foot per second or fraction of a
cubic foot per second of water improperly diverted, or to im­
prisonment not exceeding thirty days or to both.

28. A person shall not throw, and an owner or occupier of a
mill shall not suffer or ,permit to be thrown into any river above
any point of diversion, slabs, bafk, sawdust, waste stuff, or other
1efuse of any mill, or stump1s, roots, shrubs, tanbark, driftwood
or waste wood, or leached ashes, or fell or cause to be felled, in or
across such river, timber or growing or standing trees or allow
the same to :riemain in or across such river; and any p�rson con­
travening the provisions of this section silall be guilty of an of­
fence agr1inst this Ordinance and shall be Hable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

29. All Plenalties under this Ordinance or 1.he Regulations
shall be enforceahle under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances.

30. Where any matter has been referred to the Supreme
Court under the provisfons of this Ordinance or the Regulations
that matter shall be heard and determined by a judge of the
Supreme Court in chambers on application by summons made in
that b.ehalf, and the determination thereof by the Cburt shall be
final and binding on all the parties.

31. Except where otherwise expressly provided in this
Ordinance if any question or dispute shall arise regarclin� a licence
or any matter or thing connected therewith or the powers, duties
or liabilitiles of the licensee thereunder, or the amount or payment
of any rent or royalty, then and in all such cases the matter in 
difference shall be referred to the arbitration of two persons (one

fi· . to be appointed by the licensee and the other by the Governor) 
l -�- or their ump:ire and this shall he deemt�d to be a :mbmi'ssion to

arbitration within the meaning. of the Arbitration Ordinance, or
any Ordinance amending or replaci'ng the same for the time being
in force.

Passed by the Legislative Council this t-wenty-sP.cond d.ay of 

Pen-:,1!y for 
unI::iwruI 

tti"ver:d.on 
o.r ,v:1t�r. 

i?ollull•lll 
or obstrliC­

tion of river 

nn offei,c0. 

Pena:iti..!s 
enf'>�ce.lblc 
under t!.e 
Su1n?nary 
Jurisdicti"'J'l 
Ordinanc.?s. 

Re!erence to 
SuprE ule 
Court. 

Arbitration 

Cap. 33. 

Novembe,·, nineteen hund,ed and fifty-".". �-

C;e�
� 

Legislature. / 
(Leg. Bill No. 47 /1956) , 

(Agr: F. L. M. 159/22/4/1 Ill) 

Printed by the Government Printers of Bxitish Guiana. 




