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STANDING ORDER NO. 73(5)
(i) Introduction
The Report of the Standing Order Committee on the amendment of
Standing Order No. 73(5) was presented to the National Assembly on 14th
April, 2005.
On that day, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, on rising to move the
motion for the adoption of this report, informed the Assembly that
certain issues regarding the content of the proposed amendments were
brought to his attention and he was, therefore, compelled to move that
the Report be recommitted to the Standing Orders Committee. A motion
to this effect was forthwith put and carried.
(ii) Review of the Proposed Amendments
The Committee met on Thursday, 28th April, 2005 and reviewed the
amendments it proposed at sub-paragraphs 1 and 2 of paragraph 6.1 of
its Report, and agreed that they did not unambiguously express the
intention of the Committee. It further agreed that the following be
substituted for sub-paragraphs 1 and 2-
1.        Standing Order 73(5) be amended in the following respects -
(a)       for the full stop at the end of the  Standing Order
substitute a colon;
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(b)      by the insertion of the following proviso -
Provided that:
(a) the deliberations of a Sectoral Committee and the
Public Accounts Committee shall be held in public
except where either Committee determines
otherwise and in determining what deliberations
shall be in private a Committee shall strive to reach
a determination by consensus, failing which the
provisions of Standing Order 42(1) shall apply;
(b) deliberations of the Parliamentary Management
Committee shall be held in private.
2.     The amended Standing Order No. 73(5) will then read as
follows:
The deliberations of a Select Committee, shall be in
private and shall be confined to the matter referred to it
by the Assembly and any extension or limitation thereof
made by the Assembly, and in the case of a Select
Committee on a Bill to the Bill committed to it and
relevant amendments:
Provided that:
(a) the deliberations of a Sectoral Committee and the
Public Accounts Committee shall be held in public except
where the Committee determines otherwise and in
determining what deliberations shall be in private a
Committee shall strive to reach a determination by
consensus, failing which the provisions of Standing
Order 42(1) shall apply;
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(b)      deliberations    of    the    Parliamentary    Management
Committee shall be held in private.
(iii) Report
The Committee has agreed that this be its Report to the National
Assembly on the recommittal of the report on the amendment of
Standing Order 73(5).
The Report is duly submitted.

Hari N. Ramkarran, S.C., M.P
Speaker of the National Assembly
Chairman
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