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DECLARATION
This is the first periodic report to the National Assembly on the status of the work of the
Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations, pursuant to the requirement of
paragraph 4 (ix) of Resolution 19 passed by the National Assembly on 15th May 2003.
1
1.0 INTRODUCTION:

1.1 Pursuant to the requirement of paragraph 4(ix) of Resolution No.19 (vide
Appendix 1) which was passed by the National Assembly on 15th May, 2003, the
Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations, hereby presents its first periodic
report on the status of its work during the period 11th July, 2003 to 18th November, 2005.
1.2
There were no meetings held for some time. That was due to a number of reasons
which included the Parliamentary recesses, the flood which resulted in Regions 3, 4 and 5
being declared Disaster Areas during the first quarter of the year 2005 and the absence of
the representatives of the main parliamentary opposition. Additionally, the several
meetings required by the various Committees (both Select and Sectoral Committees)
made the scheduling of available dates and accommodations difficult to come by.
2.0 BACKGROUND:
2.1 The Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations was established in
accordance with the provisions of Resolution No. 19 dated 15th May, 2003 of the National
Assembly of the Eighth Parliament of Guyana, Second Session (2002 - 2003).
2.2 The Resolution gives effect to the provisions of article 119 B of the Constitution
of Guyana which provides that:
(i) There shall be Parliamentary Sectoral Committees established by the
National Assembly with responsibility for scrutiny of all areas of
Government Policy and Administration including:
· natural resource
· economic services
· foreign relations
· social services
(ii) The Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of each Parliamentary Sectoral
Committee shall be elected from opposite sides of the National Assembly.
2
3.0 MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:
3.1 Nine Members were elected by the Committee of Selection at its 4th Meeting held
on Thursday, 29th May, 2003:
From the People's Progressive Party/Civic(5):
Mr. Feroze Mohamed, M.P, Chief Whip
Mr. Cyril Belgrave, C.C.H., J.P, M.P
Mr. Bernard DeSantos, SC, M.P
Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar, M.P - Alternate Member
Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P
From the People's National Congress/Reform (4):
Mrs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P
Mr. Jerome Khan, M.P
Ms. Lurlene Nestor, M.P - Alternate Member
3.2 At its first meeting which was held on 12th June, 2003, the Committee elected
Mrs. Clarissa Riehl and Mr. Bernard DeSantos as Chairman and Deputy Chairman
respectively.
3.3 This membership remained statutory up to 25th March, 2004 when the following
changes were made by the Committee of Selection:
· Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar, M.P previously an Alternate Member of the
Committee, was nominated as a substantive Member to replace Mr.
Khemraj Ramjattan, MP.
· Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, M.D., M.P was nominated to be the alternate
Member.
4.0 MANDATE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN RELATIONS.
4.1 The mandate of the Committee is outlined generally in Paragraph 3 of Resolution
19 which is attached at Appendix 1 and refers specifically to the responsibilities of the
Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (vide Appendix 2).
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4.2 The Committee's competence or otherwise to deal with border disputes and
territorial integrity remained in limbo until, in response to its enquiry, the Head of the
Presidential Secretariat advised that National Security Defence/Territorial Integrity were
outside of the Committee's jurisdiction (vide Appendix 3).
5.0 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS:
5.1 The following table outlines the number of Plenary Meetings held by the
Committee over the period 11th July, 2003 to 18th November, 2005:
	No. of Meetings
	DATES OF MEETING

	1st
	11th July, 2003

	2nd
	18th July, 2003

	3rd
	8th August, 2003

	4th
	31st October, 2003

	5th
	5th December, 2003

	6th
	16th January, 2004

	                                  7th
	30th January, 2004

	8th
	6th February, 2004

	9th
	13th February, 2004

	10th
	20th February, 2004

	11th
	5th March,2004

	12th
	8th March, 2005

	13th
	14thMarch, 2005

	14th
	6th May,2005

	15th
	3rd June,2005

	16th
	10th June, 2005

	                                  17th
	24th June, 2005

	18th
	4th November, 2005

	19th
	18thNovember, 2005


5.2 At the special meeting of 14th January, 2005, the Committee welcomed Sir
Michael Davies, K.C.B., and Senior Parliamentary Advisor to the National Assembly.
Sir Michael, who was under the sponsorship of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, was on a six-week attachment to the Parliament Office.
4
5.3 At the 14th meeting of the Committee held on the 8th March, 2005, Mrs. C. Riehl
demitted the position of Chairperson and Mr. Bernard DeSantos was elected Chairman.
At the Meeting held on 6th May, 2005 Mrs. Clarissa Riehl was elected Deputy
Chairperson.
6.0
WORK OF THE COMMITTEE:
Work Programme:
6.1 The Committee considered and agreed on its Work Programme for the period
January to July, 2004 (vide Appendix 4 ).
6.2 The Committee requested documents and data for review and discussion from the
Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Diplomatic Community.
6.3 In response to its requests the Committee received documents and data from the
two Ministries and the European Union (vide Appendix 5).
6.4 In its effort to work towards accomplishing its Work programme, the Committee
extended an invitation to the Hon. Rudolph Insanally, O.R, C.C.H, M.P, Minister    of
Foreign Affairs to deliver an oral presentation.
6.5 At the 4th Meeting of the Committee on 8th August, 2003, the Hon. Minister made
his first   presentation to the Committee    During that presentation he covered both
international and regional issues with regard to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
He also committed himself to address the following identified areas of interest at the
request of the Committee:
aspects of the - Caribbean Single Market Economy (CSME)
the role of the FTAA
the Caribbean Court of Justice(CCJ)
the role of the United Nations
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and
the continuing harassment of Guyanese nationals at Caribbean, USA and
other airports.
5
6.6
A second appearance by the Hon. Minister before the Committee was made at
its 12th meeting on the 5th March, 2004. That presentation covered issues in relation to
existing Treaty between Barbados and Guyana and delimitation of the maritime boundary
between Guyana and Suriname.
6.7
The Hon. Minister referred the Committee's attention to the Exclusive Economic
Zone Cooperation Treaty that was signed between Guyana and Barbados on December
2nd 2003. Among the major issues covered were:
· The Treaty provides for the conclusion of a joint Fisheries Licensing
Agreement which is intended to facilitate the exercise of joint jurisdiction
over living natural resources of the area.
· The Hon. Minister advised that while Barbados could ratify the Exclusive
Economic Zones Cooperation Treaty by executive action, Guyana would
have to discuss the matter of ratification at the next sitting of its
Parliament.
· The Treaty establishes a cooperation zone which will enable both Guyana
and Barbados to exercise jurisdiction, exploration and exploitation of the
living and nonliving natural resources within the area of overlap of their
EEZs. The Treaty, therefore, was proposed to be a measure of protection
for Guyana.
· The Treaty also makes provision for the negotiation of a security
agreement to govern the zone pending the determination of the maritime
boundary.
6
Maritime Delimitation Treaty:
· The Minister disclosed that the issue of Maritime Delimitation was
considered by the government to be a substantive problem and assistance
was being sought from the Commonwealth Secretariat in that regard.
· Guyana was not engaging in any formal discussions with Barbados, in
relation to a Maritime Boundary Treaty.
6.8 In addressing the state of affairs between Guyana and Suriname, the Hon.
Minister informed the Committee that up to the time of his presentation, the Guyana
government had not received a formal response from Suriname with regard to the on-
going issues between the two countries. He, however, assured the Committee that the
government was considering resolving the issue through arbitration but was also not
disinclined to further pursue the diplomatic option.
6.9 The Hon. Minister advised that the Caribbean Court of Justice has an original
jurisdiction for economic issues arising out of the CSME and final appellate criminal and
civil jurisdiction for Caricom Countries.
7.0 MINISTRY      OF      FOREIGN      TRADE      AND      INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
7.1 An invitation was extended to the Hon. Minister of Foreign Trade and
International Co-operation to address the Committee. The Hon. Minister attended but felt
constrained not to deliver his presentation.   He subsequently intimated a willingness to
return at a later date to do so.
8.0 GENERAL COMMENTS
8.1 In this, the first period of the Foreign Relations Committee under review there
were no signal achievements. Members had to grapple with a new Committee oversight
system of which they had no previous experience and no rule book. Rules were worked
out as the Committee's work progressed.
7
8.2 In the main, meetings were held once a fortnight on Friday afternoons and these
were so scheduled to facilitate many members who are practicing Attorneys-at-law.
8.3 The Committee wishes to express its thanks to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
who readily responded to the invitation to appear before the Committee and has given an
open commitment to have ongoing dialogue with this Committee.
9.0 CONCLUSION
9.1 Certain matters considered during this period have developed further, for instance,
Guyana Suriname border issue has now been placed firmly under Arbitration all
diplomatic initiatives having been exhausted.
9.2 The Caribbean Court of Justice has also since been inaugurated in May, 2005.
Other matters such as the Free Trade Area of the Americas scheduled to come into effect
in January, 2005 appears to have been stymied with no apparent date of its coming into
being.
9.3 It is hoped that in the new period the Committee will conclude all remaining
aspects of the work programme which in retrospect appears to have been too ambitious
for six months duration.
9.4 It is also hoped, that the Committee would consider longer meetings and perhaps
explore the possibility of meeting on Saturdays.
9.5 Alternatively, the Committee may want to meet more regularly as on a weekly
basis.
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EIGHT PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA
SECOND SESSION (2002-2003)
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION NO. 19
WHEREAS Article 119 B of the Constitution provides:
There shall be parliamentary sectoral committee established by the National Assembly
with responsibility for the scrutiny of all areas of Government policy and administration
including (I) natural resources (ii) economic services (iii) foreign relations and (iv) social
services
RESOLVED,
1.        The Sectoral Committees shall consist of seven (7) members, four (4)
representing the Government and three (3) representing the Opposition. The
Government and Opposition are entitled to elect one alternate  member cash for each
Sectoral Committee.
2. The Chairperson Deputy Chairperson of each sectoral committee shall be
elected from opposite sides of the National Assembly and would alternate annually
with two (2) Sectoral Committees each to be chaired by the Government and
Opposition respectively.
3. The committees shall, in the discharge of their scrutinising role, examine all
policies and administration, for each sector, to determine whether the execution of
government policy is in consonance with the principles of good governance and in
the best interest of all the people of Guyana.
4.
The committees shall have the authority to:
i
Determine areas of government activity for scrutiny or specific
examination;
ii       Request the Minister assigned responsibility for the sector to submit
written or oral information, including government documents and
records about any specific area of government policy and
administration,
iii        Review existing legislation on government policy and administration
for any of the sectors,
           iv       Summon persons to give evidence, scrutinise governments documents,
papers and records;
v        Visit any government activity or project in Guyana as agreed and
arranged by the Committee;
vi        In the discharge of their mandate, utilise the services of experts,
specialists and other sources of advice as they determine;
vii       Establish a timeable for the conduct or their work;
viii      Make recommendations to the National Assembly on legislation or any
other action to be taken on matters falling within their purview;
ix       Submit periodic reports to the National Assembly on their work, and
x        Invite comments, from the Minister assigned responsibility Tot the
sector on their recommendations or reports.
5.
The National Assembly, notwithstanding the current work programme of
any sectoral committee, may request the committee to give prompt attention to a
particular aspect of the policy or administration of the government for a sector
6.       The provisions of Standing Order No. 70A shall apply to the Sectoral
Committees
AND FURTHER RESOLVED,
7.        The Gazetted ministerial responsibilities shall be allocated to each Sectoral
Committee in the manner set out in Schedule 1.
(Passed by the National Assembly on 15th May, 2003)
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APPENDIX 2
MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY
	Minister
	Responsibilities

	The Hon. Rudolph Insanally
Minister of Foreign Affairs
	1.
Diplomatic Relations
2.
Multilateral Relations
3.
The U.N
4.
The Commonwealth
5.
OAS
6.
Organisation of Islamic Conference
7.
Caricom
8.
The Rio Group
9.
Foreign Affairs

	The Hon. Clement Rohee
Minister of Foreign Trade - and
International Cooperation
	1.
Foreign Trade
2.
International Organisations
3.
Conference for Trade and
Development
4.
Joint Commissions
5.
Caricom
6.
Technical Co-operation Developing
countries
7.
Foreign Aid





[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



APPENDIX 3
Our Ref:HPS:3/6
Mr. S. Isaacs
Clerk of the National Assembly
Parliament Office
Public Buildings
GEORGETOWN
Attention: Mr Oscar E. Moore, Clerk of Committee
Dear Mr. Isaacs,

RE:  ASSIGNMENT OF THE AREA OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY
I wish to advise that the matter of National Security Defence/Territorial Integrity
lies outside of the purview of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign
Relations.
[image: image4.jpg]



                                                                                                APPENDIX4
WORK PROGRAMME FOR PERIOD JANUARY TO JULY, 2004
1.      Philosophy of Ministering of
(a) Foreign Affairs
(b) Foreign Trade and International Cooperation
(c) Organisation and Function of both Ministries
(d) Is a bi-flucated 2 Ministry approach in the best interest of
Guyana?
Critical Review and Recommendations
2.       The Free Trade Arena of the Americas:
Guyana's State of readiness to meet the deadline.
Other parrallel issues:
ACP Rules & WTO Concerns
Critical Review and Recommendations
3.
Implementation of.
(i)       Caricom Charter of Civil Society
(ii)     Caricom Single Market and Economy
(iii)     Caribbean Court of Justice
Critical Review and Recommendations
4.
The Status of Guyana's Overseas Missions and their General
Effectiveness In terms of:
(i)       Appointment/Non Appointment of Heads of Missions (Specific
Reference to UN, China, India)
(ii)       Staffing (General)
(iii)     Remuneration of F.S Officers
(iv)     Record Keeping/Financial Management at these Missions
(v)      Properties of Missions
Critical Review and Recommendations
5.
Approaches to and Considerations influencing Treaty Making for
Guyana
Critical Review and Recommendation
6.
Issues and Attendant Problems
(a) Venezuela and Brazil
(b) Surinam
- Is the Government approach to these issues adequate.
Appendix 5
DOCUMENTS/INFORMATION RECEIVED
	DOCUMENT
	AGENCY FROM WHICH RECEIVED

	1.
A National Trade Strategy For
Guyana.
2.
Report of the Sixteenth Meeting of
the Council for Trade and
Economic Development
3.
Paper on Guyana's Trade Policy
4.
Paper on CSME  
5.
Proposals by President Jagdeo for
bringing Caricom Member States
into closer Socio-Economic and
Political co-operation.
6.
Communique on the 24th Meeting
of the Conference of Heads of
Govt. of the Caribbean Community.
7.
Foreign Policy Strategy for the
Caribbean Community.
8.
Mission Statement
9.
Agenda 2004
10.
Specific Elements of Caricom
under the purview of the Ministry
of Foreign Trade & Intl. Co-
operation
11.
Annual Report 1999
	Min. of Foreign Trade & International
Co-operation
-do-
-do-


-do-


-do-
-do-
-do-
-do-
-

do-


-do-
Ministry of Foreign Affairs




	12.
Charter of Civil Society
13.
Communique on the 24th Meeting
of the Conference of Heads of
Government of the Caribbean
Community

14.
Foreign Policy Strategy for the
Caribbean Community
15.
Mission Statement
16.
Joint Annual Review 2002

17.
Joint Annual Review 2003(1st draft)
	-do-


-do-
-do-
                       -do-

              European Union
                        -do-




Georgetown
23rd November, 2005
PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
ATTENDANCE RECORD
FOR PERIOD JUNE 2003 TO NOVEMBER
	
	2005
	

	NAMES
	
	JUNE
	NOV
	NOV
	
	

	
	
	10th
	24th
	4th
	18th
	
	

	Mrs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P.
	
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	
	

	Mr. Bernard DeSantos, S.C., M.P.
	
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	
	

	Mr. Feroze Mohamed, M.P.,
Chief Whip
	
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	
	

	Mr. Cyril Belgrave, C.C.H., J.P., M.P.
	
	Abs.
	Abs
	Abs.
	Pr.
	
	

	*Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar, M.P.
	
	Abs
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	
	

	Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, M.D. Alternate
Member
	
	Pr.
	Abs.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	
	

	Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P.
	
	Rsg'd
	Rsg'd
	Rsg'd
	Rsg'd
	
	

	Mr. Jerome Khan, M.P
	
	Abs.
	Abs.
	Pr.
	Ex.
	
	

	Ms. Lurlene Nestor, M.P.
	
	Ex.
	Ex.
	Ex.
	Ex.
	
	


Pr.    -
Present
Ex.     -
Excused
Abs.   -
Absent
Rsg'd   -
Resigned
Appendix 7
Record of Attendance
Over Period of Report
11th July, 2003 to 18th November. 2005
	Names of Members
	No. of Statutory
Meetings
	No. of Occasions
Present
	No. of Occasions Excused -
Gave Previous Notification
	No. of Occasions Absent -Gave
No Previous Notification

	Mrs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P.
	19
	16
	3
	Nil

	Mr. Bernard DeSantos, S.C.,
M.P.
	19
	16
	1
	2

	Mr. Feroze Mohamed, M.P.,
Chief Whip
	19
	17
	2
	Nil

	Mr. Cyril Belgrave, C.C.H.,
J.P., M.P.
	19
	4
	4
	11

	*Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar, M.P.
	19
	13
	3
	3

	Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, M.P.
Alternate Member
	19
	6
	1
	1

	Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P.
	19
	11
	3
	1

	Mr. Jerome Khan, M.P
	19
	     9
	5
	5

	Ms. Lurlene Nestor, M.P.
	19
	8
	9
	2

	Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
	19
	4
	3
	4


Note
(a) Mr. Raphael Trotman tendered his resignation from the Membership of the People's National Congress Reform and the Foreign Relations
Committee on 12th June, 2005.
(b) Mr. Kemraj Ramjattan was replaced by Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar as a Member of the Foreign Relations Committee by the People's
Progressive Party Civic.
Committees Division
Parliament Office
Public Buildings
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PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
DETAILED ATTENDANCE RECORD
FOR PERIOD JULY 2003 TO NOVEMBER, 2005 
	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	NAMES
	JULY
	AUG.
	OCT.
	DEC.
	JAN.
	FEB.
	MARCH
	**JAN
	MARCH
	MAY
	JUNE

	
	11th
	18th
	8th
	31st
	5th
	16th
	30th
	6th
	13th      20th
	 5th
	14, t   h
	8th       14th
	6th
	3rd

	Mrs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr
	Pr
	Pr.
	Ex
	Pr.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.

	Mr. Bernard DeSantos, S.C., M.P.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Abs.
	Pr.
	Pr
	Abs.
	Abs
	Ex.
	Pr         Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.

	Mr. Feroze Mohamed, M.P.,
Chief Whip
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Pr
	Pr
	Ex
	Pr
	Pr
	Pr        Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.

	Mr. Cyril Belgrave, CCH., J.P., M.P.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Ex
	Abs.
	Abs.
	Abs.
	Ex.     Abs.
	Abs
	Pr.
	Abs.    Abs.
	Ex
	Abs.

	*Mr. Ramesh Rajkumar, M.P.
	-
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Pr
	Ex.
	Ex..
	Pr
	 Pr         Pr.
	Abs
	Pr.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Abs.
	Pr.

	Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, M.D. Alternate
Member
	-
	—
	—
	—
	—
	--
	—
	​-
	Abs
	--
	Abs.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.

	Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Pr
	Pr.
	Pr
	Pr
	Ex       Pr.
	Pr.
	Abs.
	Pr.       Pr.
	Ex
	Resg'd

	Mr. Jerome Khan, M.P
	Ex.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Ex
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr
	Pr.       Pr.
	Pr.
	Abs.
	Ex.      Ex.
	Abs.
	Abs.

	Ms. Lurlene Nestor, M.P.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Pr.
	Abs.
	Abs.
	Pi
	Pr.       Pr
	Pr.
	Ex.
	Ex.      Ex.
	Ex.
	Ex

	Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
	Ex.
	Ex.
	Ex
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Pr.
	Abs
	Abs.
	Abs    Abs.
	Pr.
	—
	    —          —
	     —
	—


Pr.    -
Present
a       -       Resigned
Ex.     -
Excused
**      -       Special Meeting
Abs.   -
Absent
*
-
Replaced Mr. Ramjattan
Committees Division
Parliament Office
Public Buildings
Georgetown
23rd November, 2005
