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ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Amendment of the long ,title of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 1 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment ·of section 2 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 3 of the Principal Act. 
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6. Repeal of sections 8 to 14 of lhe Principal Act.
7. Insertion of new section 8 of the Principal Act.
8. Insertion of new Part III of the Principal Act.
9. Application of this Act.

A.D. 1983 

Short t1lle. 
Cap. 99:05 

Amendment 

AN ACT to amend the Accidental Deaths and Workmen's Injuries 
(Compensation) Act. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act, which aniends the Accidental Deaths and Work-
men's lnjuri·..:s (Compen,alion) A.cl, may be cited as the Accidental 
Deaths and Workmen's lnjuri..:s (Compensajon) (Amendment) Act 1983. 

2. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the subs'.itution for
of the long 
tl\!e of the 
Principal Act• 

the long title of the following Jong title -

"An Act to make certain provisions relating to damages m 
cases of acciden,al dcalh and personal injury.". 

Amendment 3. Section I of lhe Prim:ipal Act is hereby amended by the sub­
of section. 1 stitution, for th.; words "Workmen's Injuries (Compensation)'', of theof the Pnn_ 

d 'P J . . ,. 'ipal Act. wor s ' ersona lnJunes (Damages) . 

Amendment 4. Sec,ion 2 (1) of the Principal Acl is hereby amended as fol-
of section 2 lowsof the Prln_ 
cipal Act. 

Cap. 46:04 

Cap. 46:04 

(i) by the insertion, after the word "stepdaughter" in the
definition of "child", of 1he words", and a child adopt.::d
undcr the Adoption of Children Act";

(ii) by the insertion, after the words "s'.epmolher" in the de­
finition of .. parent'', of the words", and a p..:rson in
whose favour an adopjon order has been made under the
Adop.;011 of Childr..:n Act and, where an adoption
order has been made in favour of two spouses, both
such spouses";

(iii) by the deletion of the definitions of "person who has
superintendence entrusted to him" and "Workman";
and

(iv) by th.:: insertion of the following definitions 111 their 
correct alphabetical order -
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' "husband" includes a reputed husband; 

"personal injury" includes any disease and any 
impairment of the physical or mental condition 
of a person; 

"wife" includes a reputed wife;' . 

. 5. s.ection 3 of the _Principal Act is hereby amended_ by renum- �:�i:t;,'it1
3 

bermg section 3 (1) as section 3 and by the repeal of subsections (2), (3) of the Prin_ 

and (4). clpal Act . 

6. 
repealed. 

Sections 8 to 14 (inclusive) of the Principal Act are hereby !:g
1
fgA

& 

of
8 

to 14 Of 
the Prin_ 
cipal Act. 

7. The following new section is hereby inserted as sec'.ion 8 Insertion 
of new 

section 8 

of the 
Principal 
Act, 

immediately after the heading Part II in the Principal Act -

"Abolition of 
the doctrine 
of common 
employment 

8. (l) It shall not be a defence to an employer who is
sued for recovery of damages in respect of personal injury,
or in respect of death resulting from personal injury,
caused by the negligence of a person employed by him,
that that person was at the time the injury was caused
in common employment with the person injured.

(2) Any provision contained in a contract of ser­
vice or apprenticeship, or in an agreement collateral 
thereto, (including a contract or agreement entered into 
before the commencement of the Accidental Deaths and 
Workmen's Injuries (Compensation) (Amendment) Act 
1983) shall be void in so far as it would have the effect 
of excluding or limiting any liability of the employer in 
respect of personal injury, or in respect of death resulting 
from personal injury, caused to the person employed or 
apprenticed by the negligence of persons in common �ni­

ployment with him.". 

8. The Principal Act is hereby amended by .the insertion insertion of 
, · ne·v Part III immediately after section 8 of the Principal Act (inserted hv this Act) ot the Prin_ 

of the following Part as Part III --
· 

cioaI Act. 
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"PART III 

Exclusion of 9. In as:,,e:-.:-.in!.!: uama!!Cs 111 an a,::ion for recover)'
certa1n 

._. ._ 

benefits in of damagcs in respect of personal injury or in respect 
assessment of death resulling from personal injury no account shall 
uf damCtges 

be tak.::n of any of the following n10ncys paid or payable 

,,,, 36; 01 

Assessment 
of .damages 
for widows. 

Funeral 
expeno:es, 

Liability 
<>f the 
St:>te for 
personal 
injury to 
pe-rsons 
emp'.>oved 
oy Sta•e. 

as a r,:,sult of the injury or death -

(a) payments under any con:ract of insurance (including
the return of premiums):

(b) bencfils under the National Insurance and Social
Security Act or any other written law relating to
social security, no:witlKanding anything contained
in that Act or other written Jaw;

(c) payments by a friendly society or similar body or
a '.rade union for the rek!i' or maintenance of its
1111:111 bc:rs or of the dependants of deceased members:

(di paym.;::nts by way of p..:11,ion or gra:uity under any 
wrillcn law, p.:nsion schc111e or agreement (including 
the return of any contrihuiinm or the paym..:nt of 
any lump-sum in rcspcc, ol' any service). 

10. ln assessing damages payable to a widow in  res­
pect of the death resulting fn.irn pcrsonal injury of her
husb:rnd :here shall no: h:: uk:n into account the rc­
nnrriage of th..: widow or her prospects of remarriage.

11. In any a.:tion for reco, crv or damages in respect
of d..:ad1 resulting frn;n pcr-i,lllal injury. damagcs may be
award..:d in r.:::sp..:d or :Ii: runcral expenses of the dcccascd
pcrson if such e.xpcn\c, lmvc been incurred by the parties
for whose hcn2fit .he a·,·,ion is hrought.

12. The: liability or an employer for tlanw.g,·., in
respect or p.:r:,onal injury. or in rcsp.xl of d.:ath r..:,ul,.;,1g
from pcrwnal injury, caused to a person employed lw him
shall extend to the S:a:c in r..:sp.::ct of persons cmphn·:d
by th� State as if the State were a private person of full
age and capaci:y ".

Application 9 The am ndmcn:s rnadc by this Act lO :he Principal A,,·'. :,;]nll 
or this Act. not hav.: ei,·...-c·: in r-:lation to any p:r:;onal iniury caus:d b:i'Jr..: 1 11c

cornm.:nc.::m�nt of this Ac:. or to d:ath resulting from such injury, 
whether the death occours hefor::- or al't.:r such commcnc2m211:. or to 
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an action for recoV1ery of damages in respe,ct thereof, whether such 
action is instituted before or after such commencement. 

Passed by the National Assembly on 1983-05--13. 

F. A. Narain, 
Clerk of 1the National Assembly. 
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