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The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly is published for general information.
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GUYANA
BILL No. 11 of 2015
CORONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

SECTION

1.
Short title.

2.
Amendment of the Principal Act.
[image: image2.png]A BILL

Intituled
AN ACT to amend the Coroners Act.
AD.2015 Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-
(S:‘;‘;“ ;fg; 1. This Act, which amends the Coroners Act, may be cited as the Coroners
o (Amendment) Act 2015.
3‘:;:.‘]‘1"‘.““ of 2. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following section
oipal . . . .
Act. immediately after section 3 as section 3A —

““Appointment 3A. (1) Notwithstanding anything in sections 2 and 3
‘c"smfﬁfm s the Judicial Service Commission may appoint fit and
) Proper persons as COroners.

(2) In the County of Demerara there shall be at
least three coroners, in the County of Berbice at least two
and in the County of Essequibo at least one.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (3)
a coroner shall be appointed for the whole of Guyana.

(4) Every person appointed as a coroner under
this section shall, before he performs the functions of a
coroner, take and subscribe the oath of office taken by a
Magistrate (with such modifications as may be necessary)
before his assumption of duty.

(5) A coroner appointed under this section shall
have all the powers, privileges, rights and jurisdiction of a
Magistrate and justice of the peace as are necessary for
the performance of his duties.

(6) The Chief Justice may assign any number of
coroners to one County.”
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At present the Magistrate of the magisterial district in which an unnatural death occurs is the
coroner. If that Magistrate cannot conveniently or speedily be found or is unable to act the
nearest justice of the peace who is able to act shall be the coroner.

The amendment effected by this Bill to the Act does not affect the law as it stands, except that it
widens the meaning of a coroner. The amendment provides for the appointment by the Judicial
Service Commission of fit and proper persons to be coroners for the whole of Guyana.

A coroner appointed shall have all the powers, privileges, rights and jurisdiction of a Magistrate

for the performance of his duties.

Hon. fasil Williams, M.P.
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs
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