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The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly 
is published for general information. 

FA. Narain, 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 

GUYANA 

BILL No. 20 of 1997 

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN (AMENDMENT) BILL 1997 

ARRANGEMENTS OF SECTIONS 

SECTION 

1. Short ti tla • 

2. A111en dment of section 2 of the Principal Ao t. 

J. A1111n d111ant or nation 6 of bhe ·Principal Act. 

4. Amehdmsnt of sac ti on 9 df the Principal Act. 

s. Amendmant of section 10 of the PrlncipRl Act. 



., . 
Rapaal and re-anactmant of section 28 of the 
Principal Act, 

Aiuncil1118nt .of aaction 29 of the Principal Act. 

A BILL 

Inti tu led 

AN ACT to amend tba Adoption or Children Act. 

A.O. 1997 Enacted by tha Parliament of G~yana:-

ShQrt 
ti tla, 

This Ac~, which •~ands the Adoption or Children 

Act• ~ay ba cited as the Adoption of Children (AmendNsnt) 

Cap. 46Hl4 Aot 1997. 

Amandlffttnt 
2f oPatMon 
Principal 
Act. 

2. Section 2 or tha Principal Act is hereby amended 

in the following raepacta • 

(a) by the substitution for the definition 

of the word "father" of the following -
"rather" in relation toe child 

(1) th, men who he• been •dJudged 

to be th• rather of tha 

child by a dourt of oomp1t1nt 

Jurledlotion1 or 



{ii) if there is no such Mlht 

bht m•n who ha• 1oknowladg1d 

hhe dhild to be hle, end 

ha• obnhrlbutad to th• ohl1d•e 

ffllint1n1nca bafotd ha 1K,rdi111 

or Itek• td 9Matolse in 

reepaot or that child •ny 

right, or tunotiona conf,rrad 

on the rather of a ohild 

by any proviaion or thit Aot, 

and th• axpt•••ion "parent", in 60 

tat•• it r1ttr1 to the father or 
1uoh ohild, ehall be oon1brued 

eoobrdlnglya 

{b) by th• 1ub1tltution tot tha ~otd 

"illegitimata" ~h1t1v1r it ooour1 

of bhe 111ord1 "born out of 111ad1ook 11 • 

l, s,otion 6 or the Prlnolpal ~ct la htrtby 

•m•nded by th1 ln••rt!on lmmtdlataly artar 1ub1totion 

(J) csr th• rollowlno 1ub11dtibn 11 ~ .-.. .. ,1.: ,·. · -r: ., .• 

1ub11otion (JA) • 

"{lA) Nobwlthetanding tha ~rovleione 

or 1ub11otlon• (1), (2) and (l), whart 

th• adoptar le a auyanesa netionel 

A1111ndment 
of 110Uon 
6 bf th, 
Ptinoii:,d 
Ao,, 
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resi dent outaide GIJyana, tha rarerencae 

in aubaectiona (1), (2) and (J) to 

si x mont hs Rhall be raad and construed 
a 

a s if ~ach ~areLraferanca to one 

nio n th.It, 

All9hdnurn t 4, Section 9 of the Principal Act is hereby 
or .. c tioh . 
9 or t he amen ded in the f ollowi ng re apacta ~ 

Prihoi~al 
Act:, 

( a ) in subaaction (1), by the aubatitul:ion 

for the words "a parson domiciled in 

Guyana" or the words "a person 

do~iciiad in Guyana, a Guyanese national 

res ident outside Guyana or a former 

Guyahesa national who haa acquired by 

registration or other voluntary and 

formal act (including ~arriaga)tha 

citizanahip et any oountry oth•r than 

G11 yana"; 

( b) by the insertio~ immediately aftar 

aubaection (3) or the following 

subsection .. 

•(4) Whara the applicant ia not 

do~lcilad in Guyana, ha shall• 

ir\llddit:ion to any other prasoribad 

raquira111anh• furnish th• court 

wi t h a certificate trom the 



amended -

5. 

Guyanese diplomatic Mieeion or 

consulate in the country in which 

ha is resident, or such other 

office or person as may ba pra­

acrib•d• stating that the applicant 

i• a suitable person to be 

entrusted with the child concerned. 

(5) for the purpo~ea of this 

section, t:ha 11ord "spouse" includes 

a single man and a single woman 

living together in a co~mon law 

union for at least sa.ven consecutive 

years immediately preceding en 

application for adoption,"• 
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Section 10 of the Principal Act is hereby Amendment 
of section 
10 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

(a) by the substitution for subsection 

(5) of the following -

"(5) An adoption order shall 

not be made unless the child 

rs sides in Guyana."; 

(b) by the insertion immediately after 

subsection (6) of the following 

subsection as subsection (7) -



Repeal 
and re­
enactment 
of eection 
28 of the 
Principal 
AC t. 

6. 

II ( 7) Notwithstanding the 

provisions of subsection (6), 

where the adopter is a Guyanese 

national resident outside 

Guyana or a former Guyanese 

national who has acquired by 

registration, naturalisation or 

other voluntary act (including 

marriage) the citizenship of 

any country other than Guyana, 

the reference in that subsection 

to three months shall be read 

end construed as~referance to 

one month.·11 • 

Section 28 of the Principal Act is hereby 

repealea end the following section is substituted there -

for - 1 

"Sending 
children 
abroad 
for 
adoption. 

28. (1) It shell not be lawful for 

any person, in connection with 

arrangements made for the adoption of a 

child, to permit, or to cause or procurel 

the cars and possession of such a child 

to be transferred to a person resident 

abroad, whather or not that person ia 

the guardian or relative of the 

child, unless a licence has been 

granted in respect of the child 

under section 29. 

...: 
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(2) Any person who cont r a vene 

the provisions or subsection (1) 

shall be liable on summary 

conviction to a fine of four hundred 

dollars and to imprisonment for six months. 

(3) In any proceedings under 

this section, a r•port ~ade 

by a Guyan••• consular orficer 

of a deposition Made before a 

Guyanese consular officer and 

aut:henticat.d under the 

signature or that officer shall, 

upon proof that the officer or 

deponent cannot. be found in 

Guyana, be admissible in 

evidence, and it shall not be 

necessary to prove tha signature 

or official character of the 

person who appears to have signed 

any report or deposition.". 

7. Section 29(1) of the Principal Act la 
amended by the sub a ti tution for the words "Commonweal th 

citizen" of the ~ord "parson". 

Amendment 
of section 
29 of the 
P ri nci pal 

. Act. 



16 0 8 

E XPLA NA TOR Y MUIORA NOUH 

This Bill aeaka t o introduce princi pally four 

change•. rirat• in respe ct of a child born out of 

wedl ock, ea the la• now a tands , only the natural 

fa t her nf an i l le gi t i mate child is recognised by lam. 

The &Ale ndme n t seeks to a)( tend the de fi ni ti on of 

"fathertt to teka into ac count tha realiti e s of ce rtain 

familiaa with childre n born out of we dl ock . Sa con~ 

the Bill aaaka to make it possible fo r c itizens of 

Guyana reaidant abroad and former Guyanese nati onals 

who ha ve acquired fore ign citizens hip to ado p t 

Guyanesa children livi ng in Guyana. Thi r d-, t he amendme n t 

pr oposes to make it pos s ible fo r commo n law spouse~ t o 

adopt children. fourth. the Bil l pr opo ses t o allow 

children to be transfer re d f or p~rp osea of adop tion 

t o pe r sona resident ab road whether or no t these 

rg ons are guardians or r elative s and whe ther or not 

they a re CommonwaPlth ci t i ze ns. 

H B. .Jeffrey, 
inister of Labour, Housing 

Human Services and Socia l Security. 




