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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Friday, 18th llfay, 1945. 

The Council met at 10 a.m., His 
Excellency the Governor, 'S'ir GonoJN 
LETHEM, K.C.M.G., President, in the 
nJrnir. 

PRESENT: 

'rhe President, His Excellency the 
Governol', Sfr Gordon James Lethem 
K.C'.l\f.G.

'

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. l\I. B. Laing, C.M.G., O.B.E·. (Act
ing) 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, 
Mr. E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C. 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, 
Mir. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford O.B.E. 
K.C., (New Amsterdam)

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E. 
( Georgetown North) . 

Tl1e Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, 
(Nominated). 

K.C.

The Hon. C. V Wight, (Western 
Es�equibo) 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-. 

natecl). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. F, Dias, 0.B.E. (Nomi

nated), 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., 
(Western Berbice). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, 
(Georg<"town South). 

O.B.E. 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
( De1 nerara-Essequibo). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
R<>rbice). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 
( F.'.n i,;t<>rn Demerar:1) . 

The Hon. C. R. .Jacob (North
WeRtern District) . 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara 
River). 

The Hon. J. W . .Jackson, O.B.E. 
(Xominated), 

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hou. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice 
River). 

'£he Clerk read prayers. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

END OF EUROPEAN WAR. 

The PRE'SIDENT: Honourable 

Members of Council-We are met today 
to record a very proper and important 
a ct in pursuance in this Honourable 
Council of the celebrations of the end 
of war in E:Urope. These, if I may 
say it, have beeri most fittingly and 
admir::t bly carried through in Guiana, 
both in city and in country. We do 
so today, following the good custom 
of thi. cou11t:ry

1 
with. :some formaltty 
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and solemnity and in the beauty and 
dignity of this distinguished Council 
Chamber. 

Our immediate l�usiness is to 
take two motions standing in the 
name of the hon. the Depnty 
President of this Council and 
l\f�mber for New Amsterdam, and I 
·may say here that I know of no one
so admirably fitted to discharge . this
duty. l't is not my pl'ace to stand

•
een you and the mover, and so T 

, forthwith upon · the hon. 
. Deputy President to move the 

Motions. 
· Mr. WOOLFORD: Sir, I beg to

imove, the :f1ollowing resolutions:-
Be it resolved: 

'Uh.at this Council respectfully invites 
His Excellency the Governor to convey 
·to the :Secretary of State fc-r the ColoniC's
on behalf of the inhabitants of this Colony 
the renewed e'Xpressions of their continu
ous lcyalty and devotion to the Throne, 
and their profound admiration. .. .;>.£. the sin
cere interest and gracious sympathy shown 
by His Maiesty the King and his conso!"t 
in the welfare 'Cf their subjects in the 
prose cu ticn of the war against the• common 
enemy. 

Be it further resolved: 
That this Council places on record its 

deep sense of gratitude to the Armed 
Forces, including the Home Guard, Mer

.. chant Navy, Civil Defence Units, Red 
. CToss and kindred organisations, and to 

··r-s. ::tll.:'\t9:t�ers in munition and other facto
; , ri•1of the United Nations for their gallant,

heroic and dev01ted services in bringing
about the defeat d Germany and in free
ing tlie enemy-occupied territories from
the tyranny and arr1tression of G�rman
rule, and herebv tenders its profound and
heart.felt svmoathy with the families and
relatives of those members of the Fo�ces
who have died in action since the com
mencement of the War, with the peoples,
of :Great Btit�in. and i:hoc:;P" of th� liberatf:.-1
cmmtries jn, the terrible di�trP�S and m·j .. 

�·ation t::,1ff0,.Prl by them during the last
:Five and a half years and more of war
fare.

With your permission, Sir, I do nni-. 
propose to speak to the first resolution, 
but I should like to call the attention · of 
Members and the assembled company to 
some of the roonarks made by the Prime 

Minister, ·the Rt. Honourable Winston 
Churchill, on the occasion ·of a motion, 
similar to that which I have just read. 
In the course of his remarks he said: 

"We are fortunate indeed that an 
office of such extraordinary significance 
should be held by one who combines with 
the intense love off O\:lr country and of 
all his pecple a thorough comprehension 
of our parliamentary and democratic eon
stitation. Well may it be said, and well 
was it said, that the prerogatives of th� 
Cro,wn ·have become ·priv'il�es of the 
people. Sincere affection, quite apart from 
ccnstitutional respect, has come to. King 
fleorge VI from all parts of the Empit-e 
and Commonwealth." 

It is with those feelings and those 
sentiments that I commend the resolu
tion to the favourable consideration of 
the Council. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: At this stage 
I ;beg to ·second the resolution moved by 
the hon. the Deputy President of the 
Council. 

The PRESIDENT: Does any Mem
ber wish to address the Council? 

Mr. EDUN: Sir, may it please 
Your Excellency, at the time when 1 
was nom1inated a Member of this 
Honourable Council by His 1\llljesty 
the King-. I took an Oath of Allegi
ance to His Majesty. At the same time. 
Sir. in my soul I had taken also an � 
oath of umswerving loyalty and 

. devotion to Guiana, the country of 
my birth. At a period like this, I 
do not think I .o;;hould allow this 
opportunity to pass when I should . rtate what is prompting in my heart. ' � 
Were I to choose between mv alle�i- .. 
ance to His Maiesty the Kinq and 
my devotion and unswerving lovi:llty 
to Gniana. mv ilnt:v wonld be clea.r 
indeed. Were I a citizen of th� 
United Kinrrdom, <1ertainlv T shon'ltl ,.., 
"·"it nn-sPlf for retter. for wol'Ae. 
with thP- <lP-stinv of mv Sovere·i,rn. 'Rnt "'·
::is �11 Tndi::in ::inil n '1-nfa.nese, T fpnl ,i.. 

tl1!'.lt it ,,:;: not. l>'Vnt>('tt>il ,o-f! mp to lolt•·nin 
m"'· lov!llt..,·. Al' f,w tl1:,·t ,..,iclffl•r "'�Pr('lo:in 
an equanimity, when I find that the 



2519 Motions_; LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. End o/ European W a,r 2520

poli ey of my SoYcl'eign, the policy 
of my Cl'ow:11, clai:ihei:i against the 
policy of my country, Guiana. For 
instance, I was made just recently 
to suffol' one of the most humiliating 
experiences when I had to beg for 
penuission to enter into Hyde Park, 
an cxtra-tenitorial zone given to 
the United States of America, and I 
want to examine at this auspicious 
moment what this war was fought 
for. °'Yas it that my country should 
gn111 t extra-territorial rights to the 

nitcd States or to any other Allied 
. nation? I think at th.is jm1cture I 

r-;hould make .it as clear as possible 
that within five and fifteen minutes 
it could be possible to reduce the city, 
of Georgetown into shambles from . 
tha•t quarter. 

But that iR not what is actuating 
my milld. I thiJ1k on this occasion 
when I am teaffit•ming my loyalty 
and my unswerving devotion to His 
Majesty the King I should say in 
the same Rpirit iu which the Prime 
Minister has said it - with your 
permission I will jui':it read what he 
Raid: 

"It is the victors who must search their 
hearts in their glowine- h;ou.rs a.Tin he 
worthy of the nobility of the imrrierise· 
forces which they wield." 

An<.l I plead with. the Unitea 
States Government to reconsider 
·whether the time wo�ld not be soon 

at hand to exercise the same generos
ity to my country, Guiana, and hand 
us back the territory which we had 
given during the war. That is the 
spirit ·which should actuate every 
heart withih the British Empire and 
within the periphery of the United 
State of America. That is the feel
ing that is actuating my mind. Were 
I to go further, I want to point out 
to you, sir, what was said on this 
question of collaboration between t�e 
two great nations - Great Britain and 
tlH' United States of America-at one 
period. They said, withirt the 

provisions of the Atlantic Charter 
their countries seek no aggrandise
ment, tenitorial or otherwise; they 
clesil-e to see no territorial changes 
that do not accord with the freely 
exp,resi:ied wishes o;f the peoples 
concerned. That js what has been 
expl'essed within th� provisions of 
the Atlantic Charter. Consequently 
a · a Guianese claiming unswerving 
devotion to my country, I feel at this 
moment to plead for more accord 
between these two great nations that 
ha: brought victory to the cau of 
freedom. I ·beg to support th.is motion 
with all my heart. 

fr. E. A. L UCKHOO: I should 
like to say a few words and I hope 
my remarks will touch the resolu
tions. . I wish first of all to express 
my thanks to Almighrty God for vic
tory and our deliverance. Ria 
.Majesty the King, by his shining 
example of loyalty and devotion to 
duty, has set before us, his subjects; 
in the di,scharge of his duty an 
example of utter unselfishness, and 
it is well that we in the ·e parts 
should try. to emulate it. It is for
tunate that we live in a community 
where various native peoples live and 
work in haJ;"mony, and I :Wish to 
1·ealfirm my unswerving loyalty to 
the King, and I feel sure my country
men in these parts would also wish 
me to say how pleased they are with 
the triumphant conclusion of the war 
in Europe. His Majesty the King 
has on all occasions shown his deep 
,sympathy with all his loving subjects, 
and Her Majesty the Queen has also 
showh her sympathy with those whd 
have been stricken iri this war,-the 
widow. and orpiia:ris anct ail those who 
have been wounded, and all those who 
need solace and comfort at this 
particular time. 

As I understand it, Your Excel• 
lency, the . resolution that has been 
mover! by the hon. Member for New 
,\mslerda1n tef�r · 1-mrticulariy to the 
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first part of the motion, and it is 
not my desire to prolong the sitting 
of this Council here today. But let 
me express the hope and prayer that 
His Majesty may long be spared in 
health to ru,le over an empire united 
not only by devoted and unswerving 
loyalty to the Throne but also by 
respectful esteem and affection for 
His :Majesty's personality. His 
Majesty has by his wisdom and fore-
8igh t maintained and deepened the 5y and devotion and affection of 
ii s subjects. I have very great 

re in supporting the resolution. 
Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: May I 

be permitted, Your Excellency, on 
behalf of the Nominated ,:Members 
of this Legislature to say something 
on the first resolution that has been 
moved by the hon. the Deputy P,resident 
of this Council. It is only 10 days 
ago that we saw evidence of the 
greatest loyalty that can be demon· 
strated by the people of this Colony 
when Your Excellency entered the 

� precincts of this building and also 
• whe11 you left. It is clear that the

loyalty so expressed on that occasion
by the people of this community is
second to none and, although removed
by land and sea over 4,000 miles
away from where His Majesty's home
is, I feel sure, Sir, that that magnetic
personality embodied in the King
is th� cause of this great loyalty
'Whieh draws a whole empire to hhn
in the hub of the universe. This
loyalty to His Majesty is not some·
H1ing thrust upon liim. It is something
that has grown through the centu
ries and has taken deep root in all
the races whom he is called upon to
rule and govern, and it is because
of his simple, Christianlike character
that loyalty never before in the
human race has grown so strong as
it is at the present time. I feel, Sir,
that on this occasion we can do
nothing more than reaffirm that
continued loyalty to him. His
Majes,ty, if I may use the words of
Shakespe:1re,

"is a beacon in that precious stone set 
in the silver sea." 

The envy of less happier lands, 
The blessed plot, the· earth, the :a.·ealm, 

that's England. 

I have very great pleasure in 
supporting on behalf of the N omina
ted Members the resolution standing 
in the name of the hon. the Deputy 
President. (applause). 

The PRESIDENT: I propose� 
with the agreement of Members, to 
proceed to ask the Deputy President 
to speak to the second part of the 
resolution. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I am, Sir, 
fully conscious of the responsibility 
tl1a t rests upon me, on behalf of the 
Members of this Council, and 011 

behalf of the inhabita)l.ts of the 
Colony in general, in submitting this 
resolution to the Council. I am also 
very fully aware of my inability at 
the moment to ;describe in words 
something of the feelings and emotions 
that took possession of us when the 
announcement reached this Colony of 
the capitulation of the German forces. 
I wish I could do so, but whatever 
deficiencies there may be, or any 
omissions there may be in any remarks 
I may make today, I would ask you 
to be indulgent to me, for any fail
ure on my part to give -- expression 
to wh�t I know many of yon, if yon 
occupied the position I do today, 
would like to say to those who are 
present here. 

No one present in this Council, 
Sir, no British subject in this Colony 
or in any part of His Majesty's 
Dominions, can help being grateful 
for the invaluable services rendered 
by the Armed Forces in the cause cf 
humanity and of human freedom in 
the liberation from enslavement and 
bondage of millions of people i;n 
Germany, and the release from the 
most pitiless and merciless brutality, 
savagery, and butchery that this world 
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has ever witnessed. It is in recogni
tion of those services, and as an act 
of gratitude, that it is incumbent on 
the inhabitants of this Colony, a 
civilized people, a component part of 
the British E'.mpire, to place on record 
their appl'eciation of the self-sacrifice 
and the devotion to duty, of the hero
ism and bravery of those who, along 
with others in a common effort, have

succeeded in bringing about so notable 
an accomplishement, so glorious a 
victory-perhaps the most rnomentous 
episode in the history of the British 
Empire. 

'.uns Colony, Sir, has witness2d 
with concern anct anxiety the fortune;; 
of the people in Great .Britain. We 
knew how unprepared the British 
nation was for war in lJ.)39. We 
admil'ed the manner in which that 
nation was mobilized, and how as 
the result of the energy, tr1e e!ficicncy, 
and the enterprise of her people she 
sent ac,ross the Channel an �xpedi tion
ary Force with the intention of assist
ing those countries that had been 
attacked by Germany. We k11ow that 
the effort failed, but we all recaH 
the epic withdrawal from Dunkirk, 
the services rendered by the British 
..\1" a vy, and the effort made by that 
·hattered force in rehabilitating
itself and again making it possible
for them to re-enter the Continent
which they had been compelled to
leave only a short time before.

'f here are lessons to be learnt 
from this war. Whatever may have 
ueen ·the fate of the British nartion, 
whatever may have happened to other 
1·aces if this war had not been won 
by the All�d Forces, there is no 
doubt in my mind of what would 
have been tl1 e fate of men of my 
persuasion, a desoondant of the 
African race. I have no hesitation 
in saying that men like myself never

would have been allowed the oppor

tunity of addressing an audience like 
this, and I feel that at this moment 
it should appeal to that segment of

this population who comprise so 
large a p1·oportion of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, to demonstrate -�heir 
gratitude for this release by one 
effo1·t, one effort only, and that is 
that they should with their capacity 
for wol'k abandon their fanciful choice 
of occupation and place the endow
ment with which Nature has provideJ 
them-their physical strength-at the 
disposal of this community, and 
endeavour to assist in the mainten
ance anu. development of our princi
pal industrieR on the coastlands and 
in the interior, and thus show their 
gratitude to the Armed Forces, ·:ind 
especially to Great Britain, by pro
duciug from our resources many of 
the products which Great Britain 
:-;tands so much in need of today. I 
am speaking feelingly; I am speak
ing because it may be the last oppor
tunity on which I can appeal to 
those of whom I speak. I would also 
like to think of the leaders of other
races, especially the East Indian 
community, that it would he possible 
for them to make a �dmilar appeal 
io their countrymen who, after all, 
are mostly natives of this Colony. 

Sir, if, as I think, there are 
difficult times ahead, if, a I think, 
our struggle for existence is o-oincr o o 

to be dear, my own feeling is that 
whatever fortunes the future may 
have in store for this Colony, what
ever Yicissitudes may take place in

the social, economic and ethnical 
development in tJrn life of this com
munity, whatever constitutional 
changes it may be our destiny to

witness, let me express the hope that 
if a similar resolution to the one J 
am moving has to be submitted to 
a Legislative Assembly it would be 

'one composed of men who are loyal 
and obedient·to British rule, a syn1:mym 
of liberty, freedom and justice 
to . every citizen within its domain.

I have spoken, Sir, at too great 
length already, but before resuming 
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my seat I should like to take this 
opportunity to thank you, Sir, for 
the honour conferred on me of propos
ing this resolution, an honour which 
I know is shared and felt by every 
Member of this Council whose privilege 
it is to be present today. (applause). 

Mr. SEAFORD : I rise to second 
the . motion so ably moved by the hon. 
:l\fember for New Amsterdam, and I 
do s<> with a knowledge of the respon
sibility. which rests on us here as 
Membe�� of this Council, and also 
with a full knowledge that what we 
say today comes from a sincere heart. 
We, Sir, are a very small unit in a 
very great Commonwealth of Nations, 
a Commonwealth of which we are 
inqeed· proud to be a member. That 
Commonwealth, I think, has been able 
to �how the wor Id how it is possible 
to live in the happiest of terms 
amongst thems�lves. May it be an 
example to the rest of the world in 
�'ears to come. 

We · feel that we indeed owe a 
ve-tf�'gteat debt of gratitude to our 
M�i, Country, to the Dominions, 
a,f,�"°�?./the Bmpire as a whole for 

. ·· t� . have done for thiR Colony 
.t. · .>years of• stress. WP owe a 
'-�"I: : . • 

v ., , ·g�at debt of gratitude to those 
· nations Wtldeh have fought alongside
the l\:fothei· Country and the Domin
ions. We shall not easily forget the
very great assistance rendered to us
in our hour of need.

There are amongst us those who 
have had close relatives in the firing 
line. For those who have come back 
we can only thank Almighty God for 
his deliverance. To those others who 
haYc lost their nearest and dearest 
we may say most sincerely that they 
have our deepest sympathy. They 
have given of their best in this fight 
for freedom, and it w�ll be recorded 
in years to come that they have given 
ns much as anybody else. We can 
only express to them our very great 
tlianks and very deep sympathy. 

As I have said, Sir, we belong 
to this Commonwealth of Nationa 
which has not for -the first time in
its history had to fight for its free
dom. Our gratitude goes out to those 
fighting forces, the �rmy, Navy, Air 
Force, the munition workers and fire 
fighters-in fact to every individual 
who has lent a hand and brought 
the war to a successful conclusion. 

We in this Colony have felt very 
little of the hardships that this war 
has brought to those very near the 
firing line. We indeed have been 
most fortunate. here, and I think it 
is only fitting on that account that 
H. should be brought home to the
people of this Cofoµy. what has been
done for them, and any word which
is not altogther in line or in sym
pathy ·with that feeling that exists in
this Colony should be rooted out, and
should have no place in our annals or
in any future history of this Colony.
\Ve are one and must remain as one-:
a member of that Commonwealth of
Nations. We wish to remain there
:m cl we will remain there, and we
will not tolem te for one moment in
this Colony any disunity or anything
else.

In conclusion, Sir, let me once 
again offer our most grateful thanks 
to all those who have done so much 
in bringing this war to a successful 
conclr':!ion. (Bp9lause). 

:Mr. J�\COB: Yoltr .Excellency, 1 
skould like to s:ty a few words on 
this very historic occasion. We have 
met here today to pass two resolu 
tiorts, one reaffirming our loyalty to 
His Majesty the King and his consort 
and the other ,recording our <l2ep 
�nse of gratitude to the Armed 
Forces, including the Home Guards, 
the Merchant Navy, the Civil Defence 
Unit.s, the Red Cross anJ. kindred 
organizations and all workers in 
munition and other factories of the 
Unit(•d Nations for their gallant and 
h�roic and devoted services in bring·
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b1g about the defeat of Germany. 
"\Ve have clone that in this part of
the world in a very laudable and 
excellent manner. As has, been 
�tnted hr the last speaker, some of 
our frie�ds., some of our relatives, have 
laid down their lives for this victory. 
It is true we have gained victory over 
one section of the enemy, but another 
is there and we have to do all we can to 
o·afa1 victory over that section.
NaturaH�- ot�1· sympathies go out to
all those who lost their loved ones
in this fight, and they have our heart
fe H svmpathy. But there are others
who have gone there and are still
there and who will come back to this
Colony to help in rebuilding what
we have not done for quite a long
time.

The hon. mover of the motion, 
who is the Deputy President of this 
Council and Elected Member for New 
A mi;;te1·dam, refe1Ted to the work that 
Jrni;; to be done in the rebluilding and 
the improvement of this Colony. 
Naturally when our sons and 
daughters, our brothers and sjsters. 
retum tn thiR country tl1ey will 
Jook forward to tile same opportunity 
::tR they have had in fig-hting along
,;:ide tlwir brothers of - ::i 11 races i.J1 
the far-off places of Europe and 
other ronthlenti;; of th<' world. WE' 
hope that when these sailors. soldierr
and airmen ,return to British Guian;i 
they will fin'1 it a place worthy of all 
of us to live in. 

1 cannot Jielp referring to the 
broadcast speech made by the Prime 
Mil1ister on �unday last when he 
made the following statement: 

"Vve �e�k nothing for ou"!'selves." 

Na tu rally the British Empire 
sought nothing for herself. The Prime 
Minister went on to say: 

"We must labour that the/world organiza
tion which the United N:ations are 
creating at San Francisco does not 
become an idle name and does nQt 

become a shield for the strong and 
mockery for the weak." 

Those are very g,reat sentiment; 
expressed by one of the gr2at-st 
men the world has seen for 
quite a 1011g time. It is true that 
Pre�;ideut Roosewlt is not among the 
Ii ving. He, too, was one of the 
gr('ate�t men in om· day. These two 
mrn han' led hundred of millions 
of people and have promised them 
various things. The United . States 
of America bas pro mi ed four free·
doI11S-freedom of speech and express
i011 freedom of wor hip, freedom from
wa;1t, and freedom from fear. We 
hope, Sir, that we all-every sailor, 
r.;oldier and airman-will · enjoy these 
privi1ew�s in the days to come. 

We have among the United 
Nations another gallant m·an-Mar
,shal Stalin. He is still there. it is 
true there is not, to my mind, that 
same allegiance to Russia as we have
in these part. to the United States 
of America, but it is to be hoped in 
the near future that the allegiance 
w� here have with the United State& 
of America ,;ill be equally strong 
with RusRi a. Anrl so I say with these 
three partners working to�ether the 
wodd in the future will. be much
lwtter, i;;afer and have equality - for
all peoples of the world. I must 
cm1elucle by . ayillg that we have to 
tender our profound and hear'tfelt 
sympathy with the relatives of t_hose 
members of the Armed Forces who 
have died in action. Having fought 
side bv side with all the nations of
the w�1·lcl, we hope we shall be equal
partners with the ,rest of the world 
in time of peace. 

Mr. J AOKSON: I should like 
to be intimately associated with the 
resolutions befo�e this Council today. I 
have not the slightest desire to detract 
from the able address delivered by 
the hon. the Deputy Pre.sident of ·�his 
OounriL Re speak at all times with 
grace and dignity, and his addresses 
have -.. lway. been forceful in this 
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Council. Today he spoke for the 
inhabitants of this Colony, and it is 
in thiH l'<:'Spect that I desire to be 
heard. We here, Sir, have abundant 
reaRonR for gratitude to those who
ihave given their lives in this noble 
cam�e, to those who have paid the
supreme sacrifice on our belialf, and
certalnl�· 6m· Hympathy must go out
tov{a rdH th<' 1·ela tives of those who
have died in the struggle. But, Sir, 
I have a strong· desire to 'make an
appeal for greater sympathy towards 
the numbers of children who have
been made orphans, who have been ren
dered homeless, and the numbers who 
have · had 1:o he evacuated in order 
to · get away from the destructive 
bombs that destroyed so many homes 
and brought destruction all around
the children who have had to leave 
their homeland to go to Canada and 
elsewhere and have sponsors whom 
they knew not before. Perhaps those 
children "\\-ill ,grow up without an
intimate knowledge of the country 
from wliich they have gone. I think, 
Sir, that the children in this Colony 
of ours have been happy indeed even

in these times of stress and strain. 
We have been amply looked after in
thiR Colony, and the distress or diffi
C'ultiei;; that ·we have had to endure
are only dots in the great ocean of 
difficulties endured iby those who have 
been jn tl1e Jine of fire, and I do
d('sire to sfa te 'that our p:ratitude 
should he n nbounded, our sympathy 
should be unlimited. While I do not 
wish us to think much of the horrors 
of the past and, perhaps, the horrors 
that mav still <'Orne in the fig·ht with 
J1apan, ·r would like us to think of 
those dear children who have been 
fa k<'n from their homeland and 
surrrnu{dings and to pray God that 
ill <lue c>ourse when the war is ended 
some of them at lea,�t may ret.urn to 
their l1omei;; and, nerhaps, find some 
of their par('nts alive. 

The resolution is a full one and 
bespeaks the feelings of the inhabit

aJ1ts of this Colony, and while we in 

this Council think of our own sympathy· 
:rnd gratitude we know we speak with
authorit3r for the entire Colony. I 
do gfre my hearty support to the
resolution before us, feeling sure 
tJ1 at God in His wisd01n· and grace
may make it smooth for those children 
who have been bereft of, or taken 
away from, their homes and that in 
<lue course they wilf receive His
blessing, and His kindness and His 
support. 

Mr. FERREIRA: Your Excellen
cy, I would be lacking in my rluty 
if I did not rii;;e to rt dd m;v quota 
of support to this motion that has 
been so ably moved by the hon. Mem
ber for New Amsterdam, the Deputy 
PPesident of this Council. I would
like to s,ay, Sir, that in rising to 
Rpeak m�' mind goes back to the days 
of rn�n, to that particular day on 
,d1id1 ·war broke out, a day when 
the Empire certainly did not want 
tc, fhd1t but when we could no longer 
tolerate abuse, when we could no 
longer tolerate the brutality of the 
Totalitarian States. As a Guianese 
I 8pN1 k with pride on the prompt 
rPsponse by the people of this Colony, 
the young men of thi,s Colony who 
rushed to the recruiting centres to 
join the Armed Forces. As a Gui· 
anese I sn:v tlwv nc>en.c>d no fa11h1·(' 
to <'all them. They knew their duty 
and <'ame for·ward. They came for
ward not to i;;erve within die �onfines 
of this Colony-I ,speak · with author
ity-hut it was their desire to f!O 
overReai;; to fight for their King and 
c01rntr�, to whom they have been and 
·will always be unswervingly loyal.
Orn• may hav(' tJ10ught it enthusia8m,
lmt wlwn the dark daYs came, the
dark rlaY·S of 1!)40, when· we we-re
left a1011<> and had onl:v as our �uid
fo!! forht tlrnt bright spirit, the Prime
J\finister, to hold ui;; up, still our
1,1Pn <'ame forward. Some left thi�
Colony on their own account and at their
own expense. We are proud to think
they have played their part. To those
who ha.Y<' loi;;t t11eir dear aml cherished
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ones the sympathy of this Council 
goes out. They, as Guianese, have 
played their part and Guiana is proud 
of them. 

I ·would like to pay tribute to 
our honom·ecl neighbour and allied 
;friends, the America�1 Nation, for 
the great help that they gave in 
helping out thi Colony, in rendering 
assistance ancl, I ·ay without fear, in 
keeping n:-i from starYation. ,ve have 
g1·antecl them certain concessions,--·but 
they ha n� gfren u a lot more. I 
ha Ye only one hope, one wish, one 
desire, a ncl that is that the deep 
friendship and harmony in which we 
worked in the da�· of adversity will 
continue iu the day to come. 

)fr. E'.. A. LlJCKHOO: I would 
like to add just a few words to what 
has been said b�· the previou speak
ers in support of this ,resolution. It 
i. · a som·ce of pride and satisfaction
that mem1)el'S of so many different
races live in such close relationship
and harmony. and that we all enjoy
equal 1·ight.s and prh-ilege . It is
well to o bsene that the peoples of
,this unconquerable Empire are not
held but stand spontaneously together
under the benign shade of that !no3t
wonderful e:mblem, the Union Jack.

I wish also to join in the express
ion of sympathy to those who have 
suffered loss, particularly those in this 
Colony. Their names, I feel sure, will 
be tenderly cherished by generations yet 
unborn. They have fought the fight 
of the United Nations, and also all 
those who have taken part so that ·we 
may Ii ve. They died so that we may 
live. I do feel sure that expression of 
opinion will find wholehearted support 
am011g ::ill people.· and among all races. 
vVe a re 110t umnirnlf ul of the fact of the. 
generous gifts made from time to time 
by the Imperial Government in o!."d,!r to 
help us in our difficulties, and I wish 
at this stage to gracefully acknowled�e 
that help given to this Colony. The 
young men of -this Colony have all 

answered the call of duty. A goud 
many have left these shores in order 
to give their help in the ca m)e of free
dom and justice. They have made 
some contribution to the successful 
wa,r effort, and I feel sure that we 
are all pleased with the historic stand 
they have taken in the different 
theatres of the war. Those who have 
perished in this war should be rem€In
ben�d by this community. 

We have to be grateful to Presi� 
dent Roosevelt of reYered memory, 
who did his IJe�t .in bringing about 
this tremendous and glorious achieve-
ment, nnd I feel ·ure that we all reYere 
the memory of i::;uch a notable ·ta te ·
man. But what about our statesman, 
Mr. Churchill? He, too, has done his 
best. He is a good and great man and 
has made good contribution towards 
the war effort. But I think, Sir, that 
we in this Colonr might ai,;sis,t thoi-;e 
who a.re deser,v:ing of our sympathy 
and support in some tangible manner. 
There are several charitable institn
tions which will need our help, those 
·who have been l,ereaYed, those who
have been made homeless, those who
we now say are deserving of sympathy.
To them all we must contribute in
some tangible manner. We feel Sir
the people of thi-s Colony will not b;
lacking in any effort to bring about
that result.

May I just close with a few lines 
from a famous poem by Laurence Bin
yon on those who have fallen : . 

" They shall not grow old, 

As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, 

Nor years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning 

We will remember them." 

The PRESID!ENT: I propose to put 
both parts of the Resolution together, 
and in putting the que.,tion I should 
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just like to associate myself, in the 
most complete manner, with the words 
of the two resolutions, ·and with the 
stmtiments expressed · so admirably hy 
M-em'bers oif the CouncH. I did ,nm 
.propose to take a major personal part 
i1n these proceedings today, ancl I have 
thought it peculiarly fitting that, in 
.view o.f the position which I myself 
occupy as the personal representative of 
His Majesty, the initiative and action 
should lie with the Unofficial Members o.f Council who are the representatives 
of tlle people of this Col·ony and speak 
in their name. I know no one more 
fitted to do so on an occasion such as 
the present, than the hon. the Deputy 
P.resident.

I have spoken of the position of 
the Governor as the personal represen
tative of His Majesty, and I have 
observed particularly the terms of the 
first Reso1ution addressed to His 
Majesty hi.mself, and to the Queen: In 
paying that tribute we do so not to an 
empty formula but to the King's -Grace, 
which is the living symbol .not only of
our unity in the commonwealth of 
differing peoples· who acknowledge him, 
but also of that purpose of mind which 
looks forward to uni,ted effort in the 
future in the common interest of the 
world. 

It is a .special recompense to those 
who have filled the post of Governor 
in one of our Colonies, that he may 
remember in later years the real and 
personal link between the Sovereign 
and the Governor. I look back myself, 
and shall always look · back with ,a -very 
special sentiment to my first appoint
ment to this position as Governor of
.a very unimportant Colony, now over 
eleven years ago, when I received a 
summons to :a.ttend His Majesty King 
George the Fiffli. :at his ·country house 
at Sandringham, :aiJ¥d. there be Their 
Majesties' guest for two days. I

remember also in the course of conver
sation, when answerhi,g certain ques
tions of interest to His Majesty, and I 
ref.erred t-.o Colonial ,office policy on 
some matter, that the King brusquely 
brushed aside. my objections saying: 

. 1

"Oh, I know they don't like it, but we' 
won't worry about that,"' giving me a

sense of direct "dependence on the Klng.,

quite different from the ordinary sens� 
of Whitehall channels of responsibility�''; 

It is, however, of His Majesty 
King George the Sixth that we are 
speaking today, and I would record but 
this. I was summoned to an interview 
with His Majesty at Buckingham Palace 
in the great blitz year during the 
London conference on these U.S.A. 
bases in the Caribbean area, of which 
we have one here, and again in the 
same year when surrendering the office· 
of Governor of the Leeward Islands 
to 'a,ssume that of 'Guiana. On one of 
those occa-sfons our conversation turned 
on the bombing of the Palace, in which, 
as His Majesty said, there were at that 
time few ,glass windows left intact, a11d 
fi;om that to the residence ·of the Royal 
F'amily at that date at Windsor Castlt•, 
whence the King came daily to London. 
When I asked of conditions there His 
Majesty said: "Well, they have «rO!f>ped 
about 900 ;bombs in Windsor Park," 
aJ1d looking a:t me with a whimsical 
smile, he said : ''I wonder what they are 
aiming at?'' It is th-at quiet courage 
that has maintained the Royal Fa.mily 
in the respect and affection of their 
people, and has also beyond all question 
done no little to buoy and support thr1 
the spir.it o!.f those throughout Britain 
who have had to stand up to those 
wearying years of personal danger. 

Very many of those who have 
spoken or written in ·these dav.s since 
the first announcement of G�rmany's 
surrender was made, have ref erred to 
the immense relief of heart which all 
have experienced. It is a relief which 
it is impossible to exaggerate; it is 
almost impossible to realize. I think no 
one who has lived through these · ten 
years, and who has been ·at some time 
or other in a positi<m. to see anything 
of the trend of world -events, will be able 
to forget that other aspect of· things 
befQl'� the war as he runs over in his 
:mib.d.. the march of events down-
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-"_.. ward, to the fearful abyss of these last 
five years. 

If I may speak personally, since 
V-Day scene after scene has been
passing before my mind's ey2, and
perhaps now today more clearly than
ever in their relevance to the whole
picture than they were at the time.
·There has been one name much in the
news in these days. But I remember
it almost as yesterday, when in the
islands of the Indian Ocean ten years
a.go, getting a signal that a large
German warship was arriving in a
few days. The next day I received
a signal that a British sloop from the
China squact.ron would arrive the same
day. Three times the dates wer�
a.ltered, first by the German, to be
followed by a new signal from the
British Admiral Commander-in-Chi2f,
nor could I but guess at this game vf
hide and seek. The German ship came
in carrying upwards of 1,000 men. The
German Captain called on me and I had
to put the delicate question to him that
the British sloop would be with us in a
few hours and would fire him a
salute-would he return the compli
ment? He would.

Next morning at dawn in came the 
White Ensign on a tiny sloop of 
.scarcely 1,000 tons, farther and farther 
into the bay, passing the much larger 
German wa,rship, coming right in to 
the inside position and anchoring with
in a stone's throw of the end of our 
pier. As she swung to anchor off went 
-the guns. In reply the much heavier
metal of the German warship roared
forth, and I thought of some of the
famous two-ship fights of historv-
'the Shannon and the Ches{l/J)eke

) 
shalJ

we say, or here in Guiana of the
Hornet and the Peacock off Mal1aita,
130 years ago. I wonder how ma11v·
·of my hearers remember that episod�
in Guiana history. A curious comment
.airy was that my daughter was then at
school in a convent of French Nuns
who, on hearing the cannons roar,
fluttered up and down the con vent
-galleries cryin·g that ''the war has

begun." Certainly the romantic scene 
might have deceived· even more knowl
edgeable observers. 

Two days later, the honour of the 
White Ensign satisfied, the British 
sloop left us, but the German warship 
stayed a fortnight. Great numbers of 
young cadets came ashore exploring 
the islands day after day with came,1'as 
and notebooks. One looks back on all 
that now with some astonishment. That 
Colony seemed of the- most trivial 
importance in. world affairs., yet it was 
once known as ''the Malta'' of the Indian 
Ocean." I can well imagine that the 
naval intelligence picked up in that fort
night was not acquired without serious 
purpose. The name of that Captain who 
was my guest is now well known to you 
in these last few days. It was Karl 
Doenitz. I can see his fanatic eye 
across my dining table even now. 

A few months later I was stand
ing on the hridge of a ,ship going into 
Aden late in the evening. As fa.r a;:; 
we could see there were some thirty 
or forty British warships gathered 
there. And doing what? Lying there 
in impotence while the criminal rape 
of Abyssinia went on on the other f'.5de 
of the Red Sea. International jealousies 
and international paralysis, perhaps 
still more important, inadequate 
supplies of ammunition, tied the hands 
of a police force that should have 
been permitted and have had the 
power to step in and prevent such 
crimes. We steamed up the Red Sea 
and through the Suez Canal watching
the Italian transports come through 
freely, openly scorning the empty 
threats of Britain and the League of 
Nations. We landed at Genoa a.fbir 
being told to expect a hostile reception 
,vhen we stepped ashore, which did 
not come; but looking back those ten 
years it is quite impossible to erase 
the humiliation that we had to 
stomach in that year . 

I left Europe for the blessed 
and peaceful isles of the West 
Indies, free of those alarms and 
excursions, but was back in London 
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for the further humiliation of Munich 
week. I shall not easily forget, after the 
week's excitE-ment and running around 
to get gas masks for my wife and 
myself, listening to every ala,:tmist 
gossip, seeing the seemingly futile 
trenches being dug in the London 
parks, anct 1ne proposed evacuat1�1n oi 
hospitals. then ·walking into a London 
club one afternoon to hear of Chamber
lain's ,return and that pitiful and 
hystei-ical exhibition by Cabinet Mini.;
ters and Members of Parliament at 
Croydon and at Westminster. I f eh; it 
to be pitiful hysteria at that time 
strongly enough. Yet, as l read now 
the glib and easy censure of the Bald
wins and the Chamberlaiu.s, 1 thi11K 
again how unfair and stupid that in 
turn is. For who were the guilty 
people? Not the Baldwins and the 
Chamberlains, honest men, but 99.9 
per· cent. of the electorate and pee.pie 
of Britain, myself and you gentlemen 
here, had you been in England :hen. 
We were to blame, the whole mass of 
us, for those-as we see it no·.v
.weak-kneed and shameful policies 
which have so nea,rly brought us down. 
I said 99.9 per cent. There is one man 
excepted, and that is to his everlasting 
glory-Winston Churchill. 

I have spoken of the scenes that 
come across one's mind looking back 
these ten years, and I could go on all 
day-the feverish months of 1939 in 
various Colonial Governors' off ices, pre-
paring · the masses of papers which, in 
the form of Defence Regulations and 
so forth, have been ,ruling our lives so 
much. In this area the measures taken 
as to the U.S. · Bases, the immense 
improvement of our own military 
forces, which I have_ been so glad to 
hear raised today, my own t\vo 
months in Britain over the Bases 
Conference in the time of the blitz, 
the personal anxieties over one's own 
threatened home, the knowledge of the 
orders that existed for action should 
the Germans occupy our towns, the 
quite real anticipation in 1940 that 
Britain might have to continue th� 
fight from other shores and carry on 

the war from the' Western Hemisphere, 
even the Caribbean. 

There is one almighty thought 
that to nie dominates all this-tnat 
never in our tnoughts (1 can speak 
of my own and the thoughts of ma1!y 
of those who have been my intimates 
in the Colonies or in Britain itself; 
has there been any iota of belief that 
there could be ultimate defeat . .1:<.ather, 
the know1edge that, however hard the 
blows, we could outlive them, and ·�hat 
we should win through some time or 
other by God's good grace. The memory 
of that long and lonely year of 1940-1941 
cannot pass from the mind of nny 
sensitive subject of King George. From 
the immense change which has come 
ever this scene in these srnbsequent 
three years the final united action by 
so many great nations, the one grand 
and great thing emerges. There has 
been created the grandest opportunity 
that has faced mankind to hold in 
leash forever the brute beast of the 
bloody teroror which mankind has 
created for himself, with modern arma
ments in the hands of madmen such 
a8 we have, but now seen at last put 
under. 

Is this grand, and great chance to 
be thrown away? We have two years 
perhaps yet to decide. I am one of 
those who believe the thing can be 
done. Surely the nations, individually 
and collectively, have lea.mt their 
lesson. But it will demand ev�ry 
quality of reason �nd determined good 
will in the common interest of man
kind that we can summon up, in no 
less degree than the effort of war 
itself has required. May it be God's 
will to grant all men such mind and 
heart and will. 

Gentlemen, I proceed to put the 
Resolution in two parts standing in 
the name of the Deputy President. 
Will · Members please stand while I 
read the Resolution. 

The Resolution was carried unani
mously, the Members standing. 

The Council was thereaft�r 
adjourned sine die.
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