bers Present ?

RSDAY, 4TH DECEMBER,

The Council met at 2 pwm., His
ellency the Officer Administering
Government, Mr. John Gutch,
.G, O.BE, President in the Chair.

M

PRESENT

‘ ‘The President, His Excellency the
- Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. John Guich, CM.G, O.BE.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. J. L. Fletcher, OBE., T.D. (Act-

ng).

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
g‘ Mr- Fn W. Hﬂfﬂel‘, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid,
CM.G., C.BE.

The Hon. €. V. Wight,
{Wastern Essequibo).

C.BE.

. The Hon. Dr. L. B. Singh, O.BE.
;Bemmrawﬁsfseqmbu)

The Hep, Dr. J. A. Nicholson

‘f:f':{‘{’;eforgetczwn North),

. The Hon. V. Reth, O.BE. (Nomis
ﬁa%ed)a 3

The Hon. T, T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated).

' The Hon. G. A, C. Farnum, O.BE.
{(Nominated),

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlap
fﬂamemw River).

~ The Hon. J, Feman&e&
mwn Central), ,

(Geai'ge—

- Lecistative CouncL

" The Hon. |
Dememm}

The : ﬁ;ﬁrx
kmsterdam) =

The Hen. A T. Petefs (Westem
Berbice).

The Hon. W, A. Phang (North
Western District).

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (I%Qmp
nated).

The Hon. L. A, Luckhop (Nomi.

nated).
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The Hon. W. A. Macnie, C.’\I G,
O.B.E. (Nominated). -

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday, 26th No-
vember, 1952, as printed and cirvculated,
were taken as read and confirmed.

REPORTS AND DOCUMENT;

The Colonial Secretary laid on the
table the Draft Specialist Officers (Con-
sultation) (Amendment) - Regulations,
1952,

The Financial Secretary and Trea.
gurer laid on the table the minutes of a

special meeting of Finance Commi ;,‘e@

of the Legislative Council held on th
19th of November, 1852

GQVERNMENT NOTICES
SPEcmms*g OFFICERS REGULATIONS

. The Colonial Secretary gave notice
of the following motion:—-

“That thiz Council approves of the
draft  Specialist  Officers  {Consultation)
{Amendment) Hegulations, 1952, which
have been laid on the table™,

Govemm mt Notices 3&13

. .Eagan (Gentrai >

Kendall ‘(Z'Eews

S S S

Sl s S e e

SR




801G fovernment Nobdees
CONTINUATION OF. REE‘%T L Tﬁ?%’%‘}ﬁ“ YR
 ORDINANCE
The Attorasv-General :
af the following motion and hig in-
tention to move the suspension of the
relevant Standing Rules and Orders at
s later stage to enable him o move the
motion
“Wheress the Hent Rest
ance, 1841 (No. 28 of
operation on the Hth
1841 ’

C)‘;‘tirsm'nm* A% Bine
the Rent Hesit ECM%
ance, 1847 (No
the Ordinence 3 e o, force up
to and including the 31st day of Decem-
ber, 1451, but that wmz to the expiva-
tion thereof, the I £ Couonetl may,
v Reﬁ{ﬂutﬁ: in the Gazstis
declare that the : (}mm CE
ftinue in operstion for s
of one venr:

5. 4
further period

“Anid whereas the
i1 o the 18th fia” :
Resolution No, VIT
atfe on the

Qmii ﬂ?

mr T‘i@*{ ¥
SR aid Crrdinance
ntinue in foree for a further
one wvear to the st dav of December
1952,

“And wheress expedient that the
said Ordinance be condinued in operstion
for o further peri

d of one vear:

“Wew, therefore. be it resolved tha:
“the Rent Restriction Ordinesnve, 1941, (No.
28 of 1941, shall continue in force for a
further p@rmd of one vear up to and in

cluding the 3Ist day of Decomber, ?fﬁ‘%

rropuomion oF Binis

The Atternev.(eneral onve notice
of the introduction and fivst veading of
the following Bills:—

A Bill mtituled “An Ordinance io
. provide for the mansgerment, control and
supervision of Atkinson aiport,

A B intiuled “An Ordinancs fo
rmake provision for Dgescription and lime
Hation in respect o titles of land and for
purposes eornected therswith ™

4rr Degowwvir, 1852

Clorentyne Vistt 3020

YTIOES

this Honourable
Government &
for the widow
Watt who
bments of

‘i:he fiwed
131 Janmry? 1955, My
ved b_,: young wifs
aged 33 VEAYTS o B

ren

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

Hours ANy Wages oF WATOHMEN

Raih gave nofice of the fol

M.
lowing ques stiong e
1

Dises Government propose fo sy
on the table of this House the re-
port of the Advisory Conunitfes on
Fours of Work . and Wages of
Watehmen other than  those in
i’}fzmw@w)rﬁ and New Amsterdam
which was submnitied op 4th T“h*
18527

20 W om0, when?
3. I not, why?

ay MEMBERS TO DORENTYNEG
Disrwrey

the Order of the
should like, on
d my eolleagues, to
for having enabled
¢ and ingpect the Man-
) “station and RBlocks 1,
Cand 111 Corentvie, We have had the
assistance of Mr. Lseming, Deputy
Drrector of Public Works for ﬂmmag‘
frrigation and Sea and also
of Mr Sherrett, Road Hngiueer, and we
are grateful to them for ‘;’WQHQ’ given
us a lot of information. We are also
?zzdﬁa’bmﬁ to My, Abrahsmw of the Colo-
vetariat and to Mr. Luck, Hydro-
Rurvevor, who looked after our
the trip which was 4 verv

of *m wvf

ALl
at
1

Defences,

st

frmpm :
welfare on

interesting ons,




toregting
vet fmwmi an ?@’Thiﬁ&‘f‘i mr m,xrséévw
the aﬁ,mr it Wmu?u b

‘,ﬁi{”}}‘%i}m OF THE DAY

Burs-~Fmst READING

On motious moved by the Attorney-
General seconded by My, Wight, the
following  Bills  were read the fipst
time e ‘

A Bill intiteled “An  Ocdigance to
s imitation  Ordinance.”
ed. “An Ordinance furth-
a2 to amend the Criminsl law (Proece-
dure) Ordinance with resvect to the
fieation of g’%ﬁrm% and of spe
control of pubHeat ] 75
preliminary  engr "?:";* apd for Eﬁ;t’p{)‘%‘“
sommnected with the wmstiers aforessid”

# A B intituled “An Ordinance Turth-
S e to amend the Pensions Orvdinance, 1935,
) w}ﬂk regpect to the a gratuity
where an officer d riee after
sttaining the age of {ifivefive vears”

: A B ingibdded YAn O fe
‘make provision for the mrant iicfvmm
“suthoricng the otilisation of the waters
of rivers in the Colony for the purpste
of . genersiing electricsl enevgy, and for
matters conmnacted therewith”

A B intituled ¥An O ﬁwwe‘o te cone
sofidats and ,drwm’ the Jaw relating to
Custorng”

Lanp Tiries Morton
WrTHDRAWN

Posproow

The next item on the Order Paper
was  the  following motion by M.
Wight:—

P&mm’ﬁm‘; is mﬂ bd«? ar mmmm;é nm?ew
Hile by m«xmmﬂ

of such #Hile
.mrsmnf ﬂt r'vam:‘

the 1Ia
the obt

“And whereag

creates difficuliv in

“Beo it rescbred that this ﬁmmg:i%,m-
ef\mm*em;s ﬁm ammm*m&ﬂ* of a Commit-
nd report on the Jeg-
rotriate for the ‘aeguirs
tr@fism’i‘i; i the cheapest
oue mannes

ornd Frea 3 5‘23

Cominities |
go into this *ﬁmt&;eg;
draw this motion.

Agreed To.
CMotion withdrawn.
EBepuction or Pounn Fres

(%@b‘até the

Council provesded 1o
following motlon by D, Jagan:—
Whereas the veceni incresses in the
pound fees for strays found in the City

are  exorbitent and  are
hardship on the residents

of (Georgslown;

of Ceorgetown
ereating severe
of the suburbs

“He i resclved that this Ceuncil bes
ﬁmmeﬁﬁ ta Government that the pound
eox he veduced lo-the amoupls charged
1&; to the last @ # :

Bro Jagan: Before T proceed with
mv&izcm I owonld like to ask vonr
sion, sir, to make an amendment

; T would lke to
n the second line
sub-

Ive ‘/;’3511;3‘#
f!eEe‘m the word “the”
and all" the words In % e thipd line
stituting there rds “an amonnt
equivalent : inerease on
the old fees” viay

then rend ‘

T oeent,
resotve

YBe it rvesolved that this Chuneil re-
eommend o Government that the pound

increase on the eold fees”.

i 100 peor «'mﬁ

The veason why 1 have brought this
motion is becanse of the great hardship

which many residenis have been expe-
vigneing. in the pavineni of these high
o nob recall eyactly when these
Teoy were time in 1949 ox
TR0 but were vaizsed fo
what  they ayve at the rﬂameﬂm the
chapges for big animals, were 48c.
ht"aﬁ per dav in the City ps wnd,
o lkg ronts s

24e, per-haad. These
wer] on - the  last
F2.00. and from
» inerease of a little

S

raispdes SO
hefore they

per.
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over 300 per cent. While 1 a
strays found in the City ean
be a terrible nuisance — not only to
people using the roads but alse to fhose
who cultivate kitchen gavdens and so
on-—at the same time we must remem-
ber that there are many persons living
around the Clty who have to make their
living from farming, including dairy
farming, producing milk in some cases
and in others rearing goats, sheep and
s0 on,  Many of these people have, for
a long time been sarning a livelthood
by these activities—people in Campbell-
ville, Bel Alr, Sophia, Vryheid's Lust,
Liliendaal and so on,

The complaint about the pound fees
is that while they are $2 and $1 in
Georgetown for large and small animals,
respectively, in Kitty they are very
much veduced. [ can gee no reason why
pound fees should be zo low in Kitty,
those in Georgetown being some three
and six fimes as high., We have been
told that Kity is merely a suburb
of Georgetown and that the strays
caught there have been rveared in the
area so that the owners onlyv have to
pay a small fee when they are impound-
ed” there. On ‘the other hand, if the
stravs are impounded in the Citv the
fees are very much higher. This dis-
erimination in pound fees has vesulted
in stray-catchers bringing animals from
the vicinity of Kitty and Subrvanville
to the Georgetown pound.

Kitty had to write the Georgetown
Town Couneil a very strong letter of

. . . o P . .
protest about thismatter. He pointed nut

that sheep and other small animals were
being brought from Kitty and impound-
ed in Georgetown instead of heing taken
to the Kitty pound. The veason for that
18 that there is a practice which entitles
the strav-catcher to 50 per cent of the
pound fees, so that the higher the pound
feeg are the more money he would get.

Only a few davs age 1 had to take
up this matter with the Drainage Board
while it was discugsing the question of

41H DECEMBER, 19562

Some time
ago a genfleman whe is residing in’

Pound Fees 3024
the City limits, because that has some
bearing on what [ am saving., A large
number of sheep were taken to the
Plaisance pound and the awner had o
pay quite a few dollars in order to bave
them released. When 1 fook up-the

matter with the Secretary of ‘the Drain- »

age Board be informed me that specific
instroctions had been given to the stray-
catchers to the effect that goats  and
sheep were not to be impounded in the
srea. Nevertheless, It was not possible
for the owner in guestion o get back
his money as the Drainage Board sald
they could not vefund it I want 1o make
the point that strav-catchers go out of
theiy way to impoond people’s animals
at certain places so that they can get 50
per cent. of the higher pound fees, and
thisz hag beep brought to the attention of
the Town Couticil on many occasions, OF
course, it iz always difficult to prove
where the animals were strayving; for
ingtance, whether they were at the Rifle
Ranges or at Kitty proper. Apart from
that, however, 1 feel that the fees be-
ing charged in  Georgetown at  the
moment are really very high.

This motion seeks fo permit an in-
crease of 100 per cent on the old fees,
instead of the uonreasonably high in-
creases exigting at present. One assumes
that these increases were made so that
owners of cows and other animals. would
exercise more care and uot allow them
to stray. 11 it is felt that a fee of §2
would act as a detervent in this respect,
then T feel that a fee of §1 would seivs
a similar parpose, since it would also
represent a substantial inereage on the
old fee for large animals and there iz
no farmer who would like to lose §1
per head per night if his cows have
been found straving) Therefore, if the
figures I have suggested in the motion
are adopted, they would act as a deter-
rent in the same way as the fees pow
in existence. I hope hon. Members will

gee the veasonablenesz of this motion

and gupport it. At the moment many
persons ab Bel Alr and Sophia earn




3 ,faf‘ihf;
iup T a res It of fthese v “high
pound fees and it is hoped that hon
Members will find themselvés in agree-
ment with what I have said,~/

‘é

S Mr. Kendall

) 1 second the motion
for  dlscussion.

My, Luckhoo: 1 appreciate the
spirit in which this wotien has been
prought, but if 1 may venture to sug-
gest | think it has been misconceived.
I feel that the hon. Mover should veally
have been making his approach to the
Georgetown “Town Council because un-
der Chapter 86, section 199, which deals
with the pound, it iz stated that the
pound shall be under the charee and
superintendence of the Town Council.
It goes on to sav:

(@) appointment of the pmmd
keeper shall be vested in the Council, and
all pound fees, penalties, and sums of
money pavable under the provisiong of
the Pounds Ordinance, shall be paid over
to the Town Clerk in aid of town funds”

The

The money then is paid over to the
Town Couneil and provision is made for
it to be taken over as part of the funds
he Corperation. It is true that un-
der the provisions of the Pounds Ordin-
ance and the amendments thereto the
fees charged are set up, and these have
been amended from time to time, on
each oceasion I venture to say, at the
request of the ‘Lown Council. That is
why T feel that the hon. Member for
Central: Demerara wmignt have been
better advised to approach the Town
Couneil first in this matter, and his
representations might have  borne
fruit. I might observe, however, that
this matter has, on several otcasions,
oceupied the attention of the Town
Council — the present Counecil. On the
last oceasion all the members present
unanimousty agreed that a change was
necessary, but for very good reasons
the change should nm: be as drastic as

great mards -

wnd F ces, 8@2&

now, Mt‘mb&r.
{ecision was seni
: requesting that
amﬂzém&m he made with

16 necess
the gppmvai of ithe Legislative Coun-
¢il. Thege amendments were two-fold—

one i respect of the larger animals
ltke horses for which the fees are $4
each, the Couucil receiving $2 and the
stray-catcher $2. 1t was suggested
that the pound fee in this respect he
reduced from $4 {o $3; and in vespeet
of small animale 1t was sugpested {hat
the fee be veduced from %2 fo $1.50,
The cousideration of the Town Council
was that if the fees arve seriously re-
duced the stravscatehers would not ba
earning a lving wage, That iz an
important consideration hecause if
tnese stray-catchers have to depend on
receiving 48c. per head for the animals
they impound they might ast he
attracted to that work.

1 cannot veally endorse what has
heen «aid by the hon. Mover as vegards
illegal impounding of animals by stray-
catchers, because allegstions msde
against them are often based on sur
mise and not on actual evidence. In
many cases where it was suggested that™
stray-catchers acted iraproperly inves.
tigations were made and the allegations
were not established. The point T am
making, however, is that it would not
be economic to make such drastie re-
ductions in the pound fees azx would
prevent the stray-catchers from earn-
ing a lhiving wage. The Town Council
felt that the fees must be of such a2
nature #s to be wa deterrent and not
necessarily a penalty whien would eom-

pletely vanguish the owners of the
cattle. Al that iy degired is that they

should keep their avimals carefully.
If we are going to maintain the City
which is known azsg the “Garden City
nf the Caribbean” in a proper way, then

taws such as these must be 4Jnsewed ‘

The hon, Mover hag put forward
a very cogent argument when he points
out that poor persons suffer when they
are called upon to pay thess high fees
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BN pm,u oyt a B
o Very of ?e& eattle
mr,m:z and, be-

which exists |
ave caught in the
cause the pound feeg
are more artractive rﬁms 1
the stray eatchers
animals o &.:mwmnwmurm act to the
Kitky Pound.  If somethis g can he done
i connegtion with that i would cer
tainly do some good for the owners of
cuttle because, as %’hg hom. Member for
Central I}amemm has pointed out
quite a large’ number of those people
depend on 4 sfm cattle for thelr lveli-
Hood, : o

Another matier wag brought io oy
attention with vespect to the roval
arens. In certaln districts on the West
Bank Demerars, it hag been pointed out
to me, larger - fees are impesed . fox
cattle found st ray. ng on g}mp@ny pelong-
ing to the Government than if found on
private property. The result is that the
people axe very careful to prevent their
cattle  from gumg on  Goverpment
property but de not care aboul thely
golng on the people’s farms and private
places. I have been asked 1o draw the
aitention of Govermment to that with
ihe view that there should be a uniform
fee and ne preference shown towards
Government  property  ag  against
farmers’ lands and private holdings.

My, Swmeliie:r  For my i am
content to leave the matter of the stale
of fees in the hands of the Town Coun-

but. 1 should like to support very

sirongly one portion of the speech made

by the hon. Member for Ceniral Dam-
erara, and that iz Wwith respect {o the
reward which iz given to the siray
catehers. I think that i a very weak
thing in the whole system. It v a very
vicious thing.  Actually 1 ean speak
fromn personal experiénce in :*hi», mat-
ter. A goat which I was keep

vears ago was mysterionsly spix

u
g

L gfs
‘ «

=
e B3

"

'w}z the g&v‘dm of my wszdvmm axrss”j it

turped up in the pownd, A%l the gales

fairly high in order that they ¢

(b

invariably take *fhef

i

value, the

ﬂmemmr ”ine hon, xliambe;, i
(Mr. Luckhoua)}, i
siood him 4:@15&&;?}, said it iy :a@g@m} s
0 fix the reward to the stray catchers
4n Barn
m gf‘h to live on. 1 do mot think that

very good argument, with all due ze-
act iu wy hon. Friend. If you
paying & man by results, on & commis
it mesns the gveater ths

sion basig

amount be wust earu the harder he

b

uld work. That is what I always un-

Mr., Macnie: Like the hop. the
1 Nomingted Member (Mr. Smellie;
1 canmet sppport any idea that pound
fees should be velated to fair wages,
bui, at the same time, I agree with the
hon.. Member for Western hbs&i;ﬁﬁ;ﬂyf
(Mr Wighty and the hon. the Sixth
Nominated Member (My. Luckhoo)
when  they spoke of protection for
the man whe I8 tryving o grow sombe
thing, whether it be flowers ur Vige-
tables. One of the iroubles in this coun- .
aking génerally, iz thag eatle-

ners do nob recognize and certainly
éf:y not carey out their responsibilities—

a greal many of them—din keeping their
ﬁmmaim under econtrol. That in itself is
one of the ressons why people are dis-
conraged from planting up the little hite
of land they have and even from wolng
in for the growing of ground provisions
on a large scale on the suitable reef
landg, wherve thére ave such lands in
various pariz of the country.

s seerc cases ——and 1 myself
have - experienced it when 1. tried
to grow thiogs wyself ~— where just
as  the Tarmers’ crops are coming
along nicely cows, or goats, or s
and even horses and donw’v\ get intc
those places, and all the people’s labour
iz logt, Tven if they recover the money
never recover from or are
recompensed - for the discouragement
they rveceive of the hands of animals be-
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longing to people who will not carry out
thely responsibilities as cattle-owners

' their animals under proper

er by fencing their lands or

heiv  animals  tethered in a

ppntrol,

I szh&? countries the owner of a
, fomma&t@d arimal, whether goat or cow
or ‘whatever it is, has to carry oot that
responsibility, Here many of them do
not accept that responsibility and carry
it out.  BRather than that, they expect
the people to Tence arcund their
litfle plots and keep the gates closed.
They should keep their animals under
coutrol. Furthermove, they should
sxpect their animals to be attyacted
by the nice sweet smell of growing
 lpttuce, ocabbages and other crops
on. which a man has spent hours
After he has
done that, to have it devoured
overnight it ourages him from go-
Uing in for that and, therefore, he pre-
fers to let his land vun waste. T am un-
able to support any suggestion for the
reduction of the pound fees in town or
country. The hon. the Fourth Nomi-
nated Member (Mr. Parnum} rveferred
to the fees in the country with regard to
Government property. 1 feel there is
something in that, but 1 will say this:
there should be no reduction of the
fees to meet the request of the hon the
Fourth Nominated Member,

and days tryving fo grow.
then

Mr. Fernandes: [ happen to live
in one of the pastures of the suburban
area--~Subyyvanville, which comes under
the jurisdiction of Kitty, The pound
fees of Kitty arve very low and at any

time, day or unight, anyone driviang
mmuth Subryanville can see quite a

zmmuév 01 €0 feeding on the grass
; there. Nevertheless, 1 feel theve
e exeuse when cows stray from
¢ or Campbellville, which is
: the railway line, and go into
inville,  But when a cow strays
{ay en ;g}z a8 to'come inta the City, that
leads one to think that the cow had not
- 'w& %lut was driven there. If it was
driven into the City for the purpose of
making the City a pasture, then T am
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afraid 1 would have to oppose any re-
duetion of the pound fees whatever, in
respeet of cattie straving ;mm an out-
side ares or being dviven from an out-
side area into the City for Teeding.

I am in very grest sympathy with
those owners whose cattle may be caught
in  Subryanville and brought Into
Georgetown and made to pay Georgetown
pmmd fees, It is nui ouly wrong but
solutely illegal, and I feel certain that
it the Town Council should see
to it that those whom thev authovize
o cateh strays in the City are
2lso not at the same time holding
an  authorization to cafch  strays
in Kitty, the trouble would easily be
remedied, because any of them caught
with animals {from outside the City—
from Subryanville, Kitty or any part of
that area—can be charged eriminally for

being in possession of ecattle with-
out any authorization whatever, They

ean actoally be charged with stealing
the animals they have in their posses-
sion, as they would have ng rvight to
cateh people’s cows ountside of the City.

Like the hon. the Fourth Nowmina-
tedd Member, I know what happens at
nights, and i1 is wrong, 1 am suve
pow  that it has been drawn to
the Government’s atiention, the Police

will be on  the look-out to see
that cattle are not caught outside
the City and brought into the City

on account of the high pound fees
paid in the City. It is nice to think
about those who own cows, but one has
also to think about those who arve try.
ing to keep Georgetown as the Garden
City we have always spoken sbout and
wonld  like other people to spesk
sbout, One does hiz best to cul-
tivate a few squave feet of land thai he
nas, and the first time he leaves the
zate open everything is pone. There is
nothing more heart-rending than that.
Bat it goes even further thap that, 1
know of a case in the Subryvanville ares
where a man bought land and fenced
it completely and properiv. Nah .ﬁi"ﬂé,}
as a result of the land being fenced
the grass inside the Tenced grea grew
undisturbed. When those people who
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own cattle in the ares realized tha
Zrass there we vb@uer thau let
wheve, they sma :
completely 3
in and ol

B
, tﬂé}t‘ to get then cattle
s fand.

Only g short while ago this Coun-
cil gave some further protection to
owners of livestock to the extent
that if a2 cow goes inte your yard
and your dog damages it, the Tfaet
that the cow had no rvieht there does
not help vou, you have to pay for that
damage. That gives a certain amount
of protection but, you will admit, it is
very hard for one to have to stay and
“gvateh everything one has planted be-
ipng eaten down and be able to
do- nothing. You ecan no longer
protect your yard by keeping dogs,
beéeause if vou do, you are lable
to have to pay for a cow or a couple
of sheep which have strayed into your
vard. Speaking as a Mewber of this
Counecil whe represents the City of
Georgetown, 1 am afraid that the very
wording  of thizs motion leads me to
oppose it because it says:
“Whereas the recent increases in the
pound fees for strays found in the City
of Georgetown are exorbitant and ave

ereating gevere hardship on’ the residents
of the suburbs of Georgetown .. ..”

if it was creatiog a severe hardship
on the residents of Georgetown, then,
of course, it is more likely that 1 would
have been approached about it and 1
would have taken the necessary. action.
There have been no complaints by the
people of Georgetown that they are dis-
satisfied with the pound fees and wounld
like to see less strays about the City.
One must not forget the great danger,
when one drives at night, of snddenly
having a cow or a donkey shooting out
from the side of the road right across
cithe - road, and one is forced to apply
‘one’s brakes very sharply. 1 remember
not Iong ago a youngster friend of
mine collided with a donkey on the
Hea Wall. He was fortunate in that the
donkey was killed and he wag not, but
it could easily have been the other way
about. I am in sympathy with those who

- LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

‘used as an open pasture fo

districts. At present every bif of land

of Pound F'eyas 3024
hiave szwatmh but I cannot  support
anything ‘t}wt will cause the City ta be
as far as Bel Alr,

Mr. Thompson: This ques
cattle nuisance is causing a g deal
of trouble in the rural areas. Wh £ w&e
find is that cattle-owners do not pro-
tect their animals at all; they leave
them to stray about. That lg causing
very unhealthy relationships in the rural

is taken up in rice cultivation. There is 1
no thought of grazing facilities. Until
we get communal pasturage we will
never get over this trouble. The people
have far move animals than there is
land for them to graze on, and the
result is we have the animals causing
great damage fto property and up-
healthy relationships among the people.
1 think it is a matter that Government =
should take up very seriously and see
what can be done by way of gmnff
protection.

At the last Village Chairman’s
Conference the guestion was brought
up that in some districts there were
higher pound feea for amm‘ﬂs stray-
ing on Government’zs property. 1
could mnot get at the real posi-
tion then, but I know that on the
West Coast, Berbice, where an animal is
impounded by the Local Authority the
owner pays a higher fee. 1 am, how-
ever, told that iz not so in other dis-~
triets. We did ask some time ago for
a reduction of pound fees on account of
lack of accommodation. During the
flood period it was decided that the
owners of animals found strayving in
Government compounds should pay half
of the pound fees, and that b
been obtaining gince, The poin
am making is that those )
who own animals should
more attention to them -t
do. They just allow the a
stray rvegardless of the da
make. At present a good deal :
would be lost on the West Cﬁast Ber-
bice, through the sudden rainfall, and
along with that straying animals are
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Capt, Coghlan ¢ 1
mean to speak, but reaémg the motion
which says:

“Whereas ihe recent licreases in the
ponnd feey foc strays found in the City ot
Georgetowti are exorbitant and arve ovea-
ting severe hardship on the residents of
{ne supurbs of Georgetown,”

L owm fempled to ask: Is the hon
Mover of the motion suggesting for a
moment that there is severe hardship
on the residents of the suburbs of
Georgetown who do not own stray
sattle? 1 am afraid it is the people

who have no cattle who are suffering

severe hardship at the hands of those
who have cattle which stray to the

detriment, of those people.  There are
two ways of looking at it. One way is

trespass and the other inconvenience, Is
it better to reduce the pound fees by
sympathizing with veople who will not
control their cattle and who at nights
turn their ecattle out on the road and
sometimes into other people’s pastures,
rather than to sympathize with people
whose relatives are killed in a motor
accident at night because people will
not keep their cattle under contrel?
The only residents who suffer no hard-
ship are those who have cattle on the
roads at nighis or put them info other
people’s pastures o feed 2t nights.
That 1s =omething 1 know happens
very deliberately,

Now, siy, what is the ohject of a
pound fee 7 The object is that people
who own cattle should be charged sufl-
ficient g0 as to prevent them Irom
leaving their cattle to rvomm on the
roadway or on other people’s land.
Very often these cages go to the Mag-
igtrate’s Court and one hag to go to a
tremendons. amount of trouble to get
damage appraised. Sometimes one does
not only get insufficient compensation
but no compensation at all, because the
cattle are improperly branded and one

cannot determine whose they ave, From %&w

my experience T would be very sorry if
we - allow  our sympathy to be w0
styained as fo support people who would
not. keep proper conirol over their

ﬁf&@i&&&’f‘ﬁ% CounNgiL

- aot r%;w .

cattle. 1 do not see any reason zm:'
reducing the pound fees as suggested.
When 4. person commits an offence
dyuch as stealing the Magistrvate hus
diseretion to fine him on a slidin
geals, bul as regards pmmd fees there
is wo discretion. 1 submit  that the
amounts fixed as pouud fees are guite
equitable. I know of many people 'w
keep cattle but do not own even thre
rods of land on which to graze them
In the daviime and at nights also the
turn the cattle into other people’s pas-
tures. | think we would uot be exer-
cising a wise diseretion if we interfere
with the action of those who, in thei
wizdom, ineresssd the pouad fees.
The President: Does the hon
Movey wish 1o reply?

. Jagans o As T listened to hon
Members [ gatheved the impressio
that it is  inadvisable to reduce th
pound fees becanse if we do that w
would be encouraging owners to permi
their eattle to enter other people’s lan
and so on. 1 think, however, that hon
Members have failed to comprehen
very fullv the points I was trying to
make.; 1 wag not suggesting that ther
should be mo deterrent with respeet t
these owners of catile, but that we
should consider whether the fees i}emgf
charged, at  present are not going
beyond-the stage of being merely o de
tervent. . The hon. Member for Dem
erara Rtven for instance, cited the iac%
that a Magistrate can exercise a discre
tion and impose a fine on a sliding seals
{or stealing; but in this case—a ques
tion of pound fees--there is o slidin
scale; sthere is a fixed penaltve I aw
elad that the Colonial Secvetary has
details with respect to these pound:
fees because we find that in additiox
to a fee of $2 (for small anhmals
there I8 an additional charge o
the pound kéeper. Therefore the fees
actually raised from 48c. to $2.

The Colonial Secretarv: 1o nnﬁé

think the hon. Member is correct. Th
fee, originally, was not 48 but 98c.
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cial Secretary and Treasurer, The The Attor e - enera.l: As 1 have
Attorney-General and the Acting olo- stated, the preamble to thi motion set

nial Secretary—15.

Motio lo t.
CONTINU: NCE OF RENT RESTRI TION
ORDINANCE.

The ttorne,-General: In pursu-
ance of the notice I gave earlier thi
afternoon, I beg to move that the rele-
vant Standing Rules and Orders be
suspended so as to enable me to take
the following motion in the Second
Schedule to the Order Paper of which
] gave nobice earlier:—

“Be it resolved that the Rent Restric-

tion Ordinance 1941 (No. 23 of 1941).
shall continue in force tor a further period

of one year up to and including the
31st dav of December, 1953.”

The motion eek to continue in
force for a further period of one year
the Rent Re triction Ordinance, 1941.
I think all hon. Member will agree
that he housing shortage -till contin-
ues to be acute and that it is nece ~ary
that this law hould continue in opera-
ticn. As hon. Members will see from
the preambl to the motion. the Ordin-
ance ceas s about the end of the vear
unless it is continued by Resolution of
this Coeuncil and, consequentl 1 am
asking hon. ember to agree to the
uspension. of the rel vant Standing
Rules and Order so as t enable the
motion to be taken. The matter i be-
yvond controvers and, as T hav already
said hon. Memb rs will agree hat this
is a er’ ne-eszary pro edure. [ there-
fore beg to mo-—e that th relevant Stand-

ing ul ¢ and Orders he suspended so
as t enahle ne o take his motion to-
da.

The seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.

Standing Rules and Orders sus-
pended.

out fully the re olve clau e. I do not
think it is necessary f r me to say any-
thing fu ther a regard the nece sity
for the continuance of thi Ordinance.
I may mention for th information of
hon. Member that I am now preparing
a con olidation o the Ordinan e and
the two amendments so that I might be
in a position to provide certain amend-
ments and present to hon. Member the
Rent Restriction Ordinan e as a Con-
solidation  Ordinance with certain
amendments, earl next year.

Mr. Wight. I beg to second the
motion. In view of the fact that the
Attorney-General is preparing a Con-
soiidation Ordinance which I think is
absolutely necessary, it seems that wha
1 ha e in mind, namely, a request for
the appointment of a Consolidation
Committee, is no longer necessary for
me to mention. However, 1 take it that
Government ha received certain repre-
en ations on behalf of the Ratepayers’
A ociatioh with regard to certain
amendment to the Ovrdinance which
have become necessary. There are cer-
tain improvement which, I may men-
tion. need going into in detail, such as
the question of expen e allowed a land-
lord in +rhe fixation of rent. A cer ain
increase was made from 12 to 25 per
cent. but in these days when the cost
of everything is going up—Ilabour and
materials included—it eems that some
further thought hould be given to the
question of th ac ual lo s o the land-
lord.

I think some provision should be
made in the circumstances otherwi
‘e might find ourselves in this Colony
in a similar position to that in which
he United Kingdom has found itself—
1v'here certain landlords said: “We are
not going to repair our houses; who-
ever wants to take over our properties
may do so, because we are not going to
o /n property at a terrible loss.” Tt
seems that the quest'on of enancy in
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