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LEGI ATIVE GOUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 4th FEBRUARY, 1953.

The Council met at 2 p.m.

PRESENT

The President, His Excellency the

Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. John Gutch, CM.G., . .E.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. J. I.. Fletcher, ®.B.E., T.D. (Acting)

The Hon. the Attorney General,

Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary

and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid,
C.M.G.,, C.B.E.
The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson,

(Georgetown North).

The Hon.
nated).

. Roth, O.B.E. (Nomi-

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E.
(Nominated)

The Hon. C t. J. ghlan
(Demerara River).
. The Hon. D. P. Debidi (Eastern
Demerara).
The Hon. J. Fernandes (George-

town Central).

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan, (Central
Demerara).
The Hon. A. T. Peters, (Western

Berbice.)
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The Hon. W. A. Phang, (North
Western District).
The Hon. G. H. Smellie, (Nomi-

nated).

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. W. A.
0.B.E. (Nominated).

Jacnie, C.M.G.,

The Clerk read prayers,

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, the 30th of
January, 1953, as printed and circulat-
ed, were taken as read and confirmed.

N VO

C+ME TS

OFFER OF M CE AND TABLE

The P~ siden : Hon. Members, as
you are aware, provision was included
in the 1953 Draft Estimates for the ac-
quisition, subject to Her Majesty’s con-
sent, of a Mace for the TIou e of As-

sembly. am happy to announce that
the Executive Board of Messrs. Book-
ers DBro .. McConnell & o. Ltd.,, of

I.ondon have very generously offered to
present a Mace to the Colony. Another
generous offer which has been received
is that of the gift of a new table, which
vwill be required for the Council Cham-
ber, from Messrs. Willems Timber and
Trading Co. T.td.

The offers are being accepted, and
I am sure that hon. Iembers wonld
wish me to record our grateful apore-
ciation of these gifts.

PRESENTATION OF
REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS

The Colonial Secretary (Mr.
Fletcher, Acting): T beg to lay on the
table the following —

The ERep rt on the Medical Depart-
ment of British Guiana for the year 1951.



3599 Unoffieial Notices

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES

My, Debidin ] beg to give notice of
the following motions -
NEED POR CHILD ADOPTION LAW

“Whereas in this Colony there is no
law and procedure laid down, for the
adoption of childven and many  instances
have arisen and will always arise where
a person may wish to adopt a child;

“And whereas such a person would
merely be putting himself or herself in
loco parentis towards such child with all
legal rights, linbilities and duties of parent
towards the child still vested in the true
parent;

“And whereas such guestions as an
adopted child inheriting as of right under
the Hstate of an adopted parent and so
forth ean only be provided for by legis-
lation such ag obtaing in England;

“And whereas similar legislation as
exists in England for the adoption of
children in this Colony is overdue;

“Be It vesolved that this Council re-
qguest Government to enact an Ordinance
to contain similar provisions as the Adop-
tion of Children Act, 1926, (18 & 17 George
vV Chapter 28) and that a2 Select Comi-
mittee be appointed for the purpose of
settling the provisions of the said Act
or. otherwise which should be contained
_in such Ordinance”

MAINTENANCE 0F Mora PoiNT RoAD

“Whereas  there is a high and firm
roadway  which  passes  through  the
Mahaicony Abary Rice Expansion Scheme
from North to South and turning West
extends right up to the Mahaicony River
at Mora Point;

“And whereas during the dry wea=’

ther motor vehicles can use the szid road
as they have done in the past;

“And whereas Mora Point is the centre
of a very large and growing popula-
tion in the Mahaicony Creek, approxi-
mately 10 miles frora the Public Road:

“And wheveas the Mahaicony River
is & wery Javgs rvice, cattle and milk
producing ares and is in the throes of
development; L
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“Be it resolved that this Honouranie
Council . recommend to. Government the
maintenance of the said road in conjunc-
tion with the Rice Development Co. Lid
for easy and guick communication and
access of vesidents of the Mahaicony
Creek.”

NOTICE OF QUERTIONS
Income Tax on JoINT INCOMES

Mr. Smellie: 1 beg te give notice
of the following questions:—

1.—~What is the present legal position in
regard to the assessment of incoms
tax on the ioint incomes of hushand
and wife:
(i} in the United Kingdom;
(ity in Trinidad:
{iily in British Guiana.

215 there any concession or velief of
tax available in the United Kingdom
or in Trinidad with respect to the
assessment  of the joint  incomes of
hushand and wife which is not grant-
ed in British Guiana?

ORDER OF THE DAY

CAMPBELLVILLE PrLOoTS

Mr. Fernandes asked and the
Colonial Secretary replied to the fol-
lowing questiong:—-

Q. 1: When will Government he ready
to transport land at  Campbell-

ville te Plot Holders?

The prices at which the occupied
Iots ‘will be re-sold to existing
lessees and the conditions of sale
have been approved by the Gov-
ernor-in=Couneil and aclion fo
arrange for the sale and transport
of the land to the lot-holders will
be taken as quickly as possible.

A -

Is Government aware of the cons
ditiong of the streets in Camphell-
ville?
Yes,

If the answer is in the affinmas
tive, what steps does Government
propose  to remedy the condi-
tions?

The whole of the revenue derived
from rents is being allocated fo
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the estate including the repair of
roads and bridges. If necessary,
Council will be invited to ap-
prove of a supplementary vote
from public funds to enable the
main road to be reconstructed
this year.

CONFISCATED

Mr. Fernandes on behalf of Dr.
Jagan asked and the Colonial Secretary
replied to the following questions:—

Q. 1—Will Government state whether
222 copies of “Soviet Literature”
and 534 copies of “Soviet Woman”
which were imported into the Col-
ony from the United Kingdom by
Dr. Cheddi Jagan and confiscated
by the Comptroller of Customs
will be sold to the public? If not,
will Government state reasons.

The Honourable Member was in-
formed in reply to his question
tabled on the 26th September, 195,
that goods confiscated by the Comp:
troller of Customs for want of
proper entry are not all advertised
for sale before destruction. Section
188(2) of the Customs Ordinance,
Chapter 33, which was the Ordin-
ance in force in 1952, provided
inter alia that all forfeited goods
may be sold or otherwise disposed
of in such manner as the Comp-
troller of Customs for want of
the usual practice to advertise and
sell all forfeited goods except such
goods as it is undesirable to make
available for purchase by the
public. The 222 copies of “Soviet
Literature” and 534 copies of
“Soviet Woman” were contained
in a consignment of books and
gramophone records which was
illegally imported into British
Guiana by the Honourable Mem-
ber in contravention of the Im-
ports and Exports Order, 1942, and
confiscated by the Comptroller of
Customs. The consignment was
deemed to contain goods unde-
sirable for purchase by the pub-
lic.
Q. 2—1In the event that these books will
not be offered for sale, will Gov-
ernment state whether they wul

SOVIET LITERATURE

be destroyed? If so, by what
means?
A. The goods were destroyed by of-

ficers of the Department of Cus-
toms on the Bth October, 195Z.
They were burnt,
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SUMMARY JURISDICTION  (OFFENCES)
Brui, 1953

The Afttorney General: 1 beg to
move the first reading of the Bill in-

tituled :—

“An Ordinance further to amend the
Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) Ordin-
ance by increasing the maximum penalty
that may be inflicted in respect of various
offences of cruelty to animals.”

The Colonial Secretary : I beg to
second the motion.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a first time.
REGISTRATION

& MIDWIVES
BrLL, 1953

The Attorney General: 1 beg to
move the first reading of the Bill in-
tituled:

“An Ordinance to provide for the Reg-
istration of Nurses for the sick and for
the Registration of Midwives.”

NURSES

The Colonial Secretary : 1 beg to
second the motion.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a first time.
CusToMs DUTIES BILL
The next item on the Order Paper
was the resumption of consideration in
Committee of the Bill intituled:

“An Ordinance to provide for the import
and export duties of Customs to be imposed
upon certain goods imported and ex-
ported from the Colony for the importa-

tion and exportation of any goods without
payment of Customs duty.”

The Attorney General: When the
Council last dealt with this Bill it was
deferred after the Committee had
agreed to my request. I had considered
it desirable, in view of the fact that
the Select Committee’s recommenda-
tions had been accepted by the Council,
hat opportunity should be given #n
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“tidying up” tre Bill. T am afraid that
as a result of the amendments which
have been made T am not ready to pro-
ceed with the Bill today, but I would like
to inform hon. Members that the Comy-
troller of Customs is now collecting
taxes on the basis of the Report of the
Select Committee which has been ac-
cepted by this Council. I hope to be
ready to proceed with the Bill shortly.

1953 APPROPRIATION BILL
Councill resumed consideration of
the motion for the second reading of
a Bill intituled—
“An Ordinance to appropriate sup-

pli s granted in the current session of the
Legislative Council.”

The Fina cial Secretary and Treas-
urer: In making my Budget address 1
indicated that it was an act of moving
the second reading of the Appropriation
Bill. We then went into Finance Com-
mittee and have completed the detailed
examination’ of the Draft Tstimates,
and I have tabl d the Report of the
TFinance Committee. This then is the
opportunity that Members have to speak
on the second reading of the Appropri-
ation Bill or, in other words, on the
Budget and all matters connected there-
with. Before I move that we go into
Committee of the ouncil to consider
the Report of the Finance Committee
and to examine the Bill in detail, T
suggest that Members take this oppor-
tunity to make any comments they wish,
on the Budget as a whole.

The President: Unless any Mem-
ber wi hes to speak on the Budget in
general, I take it that we will go into
Committee.

Dr. Jagan: Sir, I would like to
make a few observations on the Budget
Statement of the hon. the TFinancial
Secretary and Treasurer. 1 have from
time to time spoken on - the Budget
Statement and, so far as I am con-
cerned, I do not feel there is a great
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deal to be said except to say that I feel
that on this occasion a very favourable
picture has been presented to us of the
Colony’s economy as a whole. The hon.
the Ifinancial Secretary and Treasurer
has given us the same details of the
National I[ncome of the Colony. Tie
quoted the figures which were given to
us some years ago by Dr. Benham and-
ha now gi en us some new figures
which are really very good in compari-
son with those given to us before. Sir, 1
feel sure that when we get the Report
of the Economic Mission of the World
Bank which is now in this Colony, we
v ould be in a better position to size up
the whole situation. There is no doubt
that that is the thing on which we must
concentrate a great deal.

[ have just come back from
visiting various parts of this Colony
with the Rice Farmers (Security of
Tenure) Committee, making investiga-

tion and also taking evidence, and
wherever we went we found the same
complaint — the people do not have

enough land and what they are
cultivating is not yielding as much as
it should. In some parts of the country,
{or instance, in the Mahaicony District.
we were lold by the farmers that they
simply  leave their padi in the field
becau ¢ it was not an economic proposi-
tion to reap those yields. That was the
sad story we heard, not only in the
Mahaicony District but in places like
Western Berbice. In some cases, where
the pad’ was reaped the yield
very small—6 to & bags per acre.

was

If we are to increase the National
Income of this Colony, I feel that a
great deal of effort must be made to
carry out particularly the drainage
and irrigation schemes, one of which
we are now embarking upon. That is
the Boerasirie Irrvigation Scheme. There
are other schemes which were investi-
gat d by Mr. Hutchison and which will
cost a lot of money, and we have been
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told that we canno: carry them through
at the moment. 1 note from a statement
in your Message, sir, that the Govern-
ment is to embark upon the Blocks I
and II Scheme, Corentyne, nnw that
Block III is completed. But, sir, we have
to look at this situation very realistically.

~ I remember reading Mr. Hutchison's
Report on the Boerasirie Schenie in w hich
he mentioned that il all the arable aud
fertile lands were to be given oui on
the basis of 25 acres per family with-
in 17 years, taking into consideration
the rapid increase in population, all of
it wouid be taken up. That is indeed
something on which we must fix on:
eyes and very seriously at that, if we
are-to carry through our plans for tne
schemes at Blocks I, II and-1il. For
instance, in your Message you state, sir,
that it was certain that Blocks I and
IT would provide an additional acreage
of 27,000. A few more thousand acres
will be obtained in Block I, but if we
do not think of carrying out the main
Canje scheme which will bring the
acreage to about hLalf a million acres,
then I think we are wasting money anid
in the long run the millions now put up
for building dams and empoldering he
lands would be simply wasted.

It is true it is a stop-gap me=sure,
and possibly the argument is that a
little is better than nothing at all, but
we have to look at the problem very
realistically and sce wh ther or not
we are going to alleviate uffering,
how many persons are going to be
satisfied, and also whether in a few
years to come we can stand that
expenditure which may otherwise be
considered a waste of money. Pumps
which have been put into operation
will have to be removed. It is true that
we may he able to get b k some of
that money, but as far as I have heen
made to understand many of the dams
which will be built will certainly become
absolete when the main Canje scheme
is ‘put through. These are things which
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are very important to a growing coun-
try such as ours. Tle salvation of the
economy of this Colony, as I see it,
first and foremost the development of
our agricultural resources. Having got
that and having ‘ot the national incoine
increased tremendously from the fig-
ures given in 1942 by Dr. Benham, we
will then be able to carry out the other
schemes which are necessary for the
development of this country.

The manufacturing; industries which
we have heard so much about, and
the schemes investigated by Mr. Case,
are to be implemented. At the moment,
as far as 1 see it, we are working in
a vicious circle. We do not have enough
lands properly drained and irrigated
and as a result of that, I think, our
economy is taking a very serious turn.
I have been on the Corentyne, KEast
Demerara and in the Essequibo Islands
and have had the ame requests
everywhere. At one place on the
Essequibo Coast evidence was adduced
to the Rice Farmers (Security of
Tenure) Committee in the following
strain. “The Government must divide
up certain areas for pasturage, for
dairy as well as heef cattle and give
the land out to the people”. For a
long time we have had sugar as the
sheet anchor of the economy of this
country and now, apparently, we have
gone mad on rice. Rice is growin-
willy-nilly all over the place.

I thing Government ought to give
very serious consideration to this matter
of planning our a:ri ulture, generaily,
because we know that sugar and rice
are both ess ntial crops. If a man is to
make a living out ef agriculture, he has
to so plan his activities that he would
be fully occupied for the gre ter pa.t
of the year. We are not doing th=t
at the moment, and T do not feel that

we will be able within the mnear
future to do very much good for

the people of this Colony unless we
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can  deo  two things—provide employ-
ment for those who are unemploved aund
provide lands for those who want io
earry on farming ag ap occupation

I know that the sum of money which
iz required for the carrying ouy of these
achemes s really  tremendous 1o our
way of thinking — 150 or 160 millius
dollars.  But, sir, when we think of the
millions and billicns of pounds (ster-
ling.) which  Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment ds used to sinking and also
‘billions of dollays in which the United
Btates  Government is  uwow dealing,
1 feel that our development — and
by that I mean resl development -~ is
not really sueh an alarming proposition
after ajl. 1T feel, sir, that although
the sum may be lavge, if we can get
hold of this money and even if we have
to pay interest on It st a fairly equit-
able rate — say 8 or 4 per cent, or
whatevey it may be-—we should be able
to borrow $150 million and pay inter-
est on it at the rate of 3 per cent, as
gur revenue would only be taxed to
the extent of $44 million per annum so
fay as interest charges ave concerned,
and we should do so. But, sir, we havs
also to look at the other side of the
“picture, We shutld make lands avai’-
able to the people for production. At
the moment, in some places padi is
planted but not reaped because it wonld
not pay the farmer to reap it, and even
if it is reaped, the yield is so smail
. that it does not mean anything to the
. individual who iz planting, or does
not mean anything to Government whoe
s collecting  indirect revenue from
those individnals.

o Letus take My, Hutchinson’s figures
of 25 acres per family, Let us assume
that we are to put all that 25 acves
under” vice. If we have: properly
drained and irvigated lands we ean get
a vield of approximately 20 bhags ver
acve, and 26 bags at the cuvrent price of
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appreximately $5 ver bag for padi, will
give roughly 3100 per acre. Therefore,
26 acres will give the farmer a gross
income of $2,500 ver annum. That 1s,
indeed; o small figure,

We are  told by the expeits
that .the Colony’s share of the national
income is somewhere in the vicinity of
2ho,——it is generally higher, and T think
it is at the moment somewhers in the
vicinity of 269%. If we take 20%
of  $2,5600 we would find that  the

Government would  get  only  about
$500, either by direct or indirect
taxation from the farmer, At the mo-
ment Goverpment gets vothing., Nt

enly  that, Government has to  pay
poor relief to the people who sre un:
employed and to the farmer who has no
lands, and it also has  to maintain
the many Services which at the moment
are mnecessary and essential if we are
to. have healthy, economic and full
employment  of the people. Parmers
are not producing enough from the land,
and many of the services fur which we

“are spending milliong of dollars can

be curtailed so as to make it not so0 ex-
pensive for the taxpayers.

For social services, secial agsistance
and poor relief, we are mow spending
about three-quarter million dollars per
annurg, and we have, becatse of wn-
employment, a serious incidence of
crime in this Colovy — house-breaking
and entering, and what not—resulting iv
a large Magistraey and more people in
the prisons. That is alse eating wp a
great deal of movey at the moment
Figures show that it takes 465 per an-
nuwm to maintaiv an individual in prisan;
and Government iz not even paying
that much to maintaln  an individual
and his family outside of prison.  Suecn
expenditure, T submit, iz wasteful in
the sense that it can be saved. If we
had full emplovment for the people and
adequate provision made for the secur-
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ity of farmers, that expenditure would
be curtailed.

Take the Medical Ser ices. At the
moment, most of the expenditure on
Medical Services is on the curative side
and not the preventive side. We have
just voted a great deal of money for
the 'Tuberculosis Sanatorium. We
have built another Ward to accommo-
date 100 beds and the last report of
the Society for the Prevention of
Tuberculosis states that there are 56
patients outside the institution waiting
to be admitted. We all know Lthat
tuberculosis is a disease brought about
by bad surroundings where people are

more prone to contract it easily.
As most of us know, we have people
living under conditions of over-
crowding, and the result is unem-
ployment and the trek of people

from the country to the city, because
at the moment farming is no longer an
occupation in which there is any security.
It is a very bhazardous occupation
at the moment. If the farmer is given
an adequate amount of land, properly
drained and irrigated, his income wili
be increased and Government’s revenue
will be increased also, and much of
the expenditure now forming part of the
Estimates would be curtailed. That is
the way we must look at the develop-
ment of the country. Any develop-
ment which is to take place must, in
my opinion, take place basically on
agriculture. Tn that way we will be
able to pay back our interest and capi-
tal charges and no doubt, in the course
of time, accumulate enough money for
the further industrial development of
British Guiana.

If the Colony’s development is to
be a success—I see it only in one aspect
of time, accumulate enough money for
cur mineral and timber resources
—1TI feel that a great deal of it will
have to come fromn the production of
the soil and, in addition, there must ke
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the material for the setting up of sec-
ondary industries. 1 hope that in tne
coming year we will be able to get the
necessary capital to put through all
these major schemes which we have
been hearing so miuch about. I also
hope that when the report of the Inter-
national Bank is submitted to us, we
will be told that it is favourably dis-
posed to the granting of loans to us
for the carrying out of these major
schemes which mean so much to the
happiness and well-being not only cf
the people in this Colony but those
of the West Indies and, indeed, of the
world in general.

Sir, we know that millions of people
are starving today all over the world,
particularly in the over-populated areas
in the Far East. [ think it is criminai
to allow people to starve when more
food can be produced. We have the
means right here in British Guiana, and
1t is a matter that should be looked into
from the point of view of humanitarian
services. I have just read the Report
of the U.N. Organisation on the food
situation. When one reads that report,
one cannot but c¢eme to the conclusion
that it is really an alarming state of
affairs. 1 feel that there is no neces-
sity for this starvation at the mo-
ment. [ do not believe in the theory
of excess population — that so many
people must be wiped out either by dis-
ease or by war or by birth control. 1
do not think all these things are neces-
sary. I feel that we are living in a
very advanced and scientific age and,
if we take the experts’ advice I am
sure we would be able to solve this very
serious problem and lay the basis for a
better society of mankind in general.

Mr. Debidin:  Sir, our approach
to the Budget Statement this year
must be quite different from what it
was in the past four years. We
have now reached a point where we
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face the future not so much full of
doubt as full of speculation regarding
the type of progress British Guiana will
inherit. That progress will depend on
very many things, and among them is
the all-important factor which, to my
mind, is the suitability of our new Con-
stitution. By that I mean, Members
who will function under it will pe
capitalising what has been done in tlie
past and what we will be able to do in
the future.

We are happy to have had much hope
in the past four years, and now again
the Budget shows that we have a sur-
plus of nearly one million dollars. That,
in itself, speaks for the solvency of Brit-
ish Guiana. In keeping that state of
things alive, we have been able to see the
development of British Guiana moving
apace. I am happy to realize that from
the bauxite industry the Colony will in-
herit substantial revenue in the future,
and that from our mineral and timber re-
sources we will also receive a very large
income. If rice is put on a sound basis
and if, as the Hon. Member for Central
Demerara seems to be so concerned, all
is well with the producers of rice in this
country, I feel sure that the rice indus-
try will provide for British Guiana
added national income. And so I feel
that what is needed is a stable Govern-
ment under the new Constitution—a
Government which will be able to con-
vince the Internatiocnal Bank Mission
which is now in our midst, of the value
of the country in such a way that they
will assist in its development and
bring an even greater measure of nation-
al income and revenue to the Colony.
When all that i done, feel that the
sons and daughters of British Guiana
will inherit future progress and pros-
perity. That is the way one has to lock
at it, and in the transitional period we
must continue to look at the economic
state of British Guiana’s affairs.

The hon. the Financial Se retary
and Treasurer has refe red to his
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Budget Statemen* as a “handing-over”
Statement. He is right—quite right.
It i a “handing-over” Statement and we
should not be too critical of it;, as per-
haps we have been in the past. It has
certain aspects which, taken altogetucy,
are worthy of mention. And if certain
very important measures had not
been looked after and taken carve
cf, I feel sure that the surplus
might not have .been as much as
it is. On the question of communi-
cation, I feel that British Guiana is in

~need not only for hetter communication,

but even more communication. I refer
particularly to that because I wish it to
be a point for consideration by the Wouizi
Bank Mission, since it seems to me that
if anything requires more careful con-
sideration by them, it is the question of
communication which is so vital fom
the development of British Guiana. Of
course, I expect that they will consiaer
the very big question of drainage and
irrigation, and that they will consider
also the question of certain industrial
developments. As a result of my re-
cent studies, and particularly since my
participation in the West Indies Confer-
ence in Jamaica last Decemb r, I am
extremely conscious of the fact that
British Guiana cannot depend purely on
an agricultural economy. It has to
have, side by side with it and to a large
extent supporting it, industrial develcp-
ment.

] think the hon, Member for Cen-
tral Demerara. (Dr. jagan) referred to
the Case Reports. They are neces-
sary stepping-stones for consideration
-— stepping stones to larger consid ra-
tion perhaps—-but I feel that in British

uiana there are, without going to
details, great possibilities for industrial

‘development in more than one direction.

I feel sure that a careful study of these
matters will reveal the means by which
th population in British Guiana, which
is increasing very fast and to a large ex-
tent most alarmingly, could be ahsorbed
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I trust tha not only favourable but
quick con ideration will be given to the
question, whether by way of loan or
otherwise from the Bank, but that tke.e
will be early implementation of wha:
will be very vitally necess ry if this part
of the British inipire iv to b really de-
veloped.

The other part of the Budget
about which I shall not be too
critical at this stage, vrelates to

the que tion of loans ftor agriculture
from public funds. I am not quite
satisfied that Government could not
have done much more, especially wlen
there i a considerable balance, or that
the loans to the Co-operative Credit
Bank could not have been increased from
$70,000 to $100,000; and that for Food
Production from $100,000 to $200,090.
I feel that loans for agricultural pur-
poses at this time would be “taken up”
in the same way-—to use an analogy--
as blotting paper takes up ink, since the
people are anxious to embark upon agii-
ultural ventures. T feel that I interpret
the country’s peasantry very well wlen
I say that they &are a mot n* r-
nrising people — a people who are pre-
pared to make everv venture possible in
the olony’s agricultural development.
And because of that, I feel that the
greatest encouragement ought to be giv-
en to them to take up more land for cul-

I do endorse what the hou.
Member for Ceniral Demerara hae
said, and we are happy to see that Sir
Charles Woolley had lso expressed very
girongly the same point—that there i
need for a grealer agricultural planning
econont . Ther» is no question abeut
that. T have always criticized our Ag-
riculture Department for not shov in - a
¢reater realization of this aspect.
1 feel that with the enterprise of
the people, Government should grant
them more loans in order that they
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might be better bl¢ o reap the required
benefits in many district of the colony.
We know that the Loan Bank is being
beseiged, but there is a limit to
such assistance under the Loan Bark
Ordinance.  Because of the very
stringent local reinire ents of security,
th  pe ple are automaticall debarred
from .pproaching tha source to obtain
loans.

Further, while it i
Government has recommended an in-
crea e of the total loan relating
to Food Produciion from $100,000
to $200,000, T fecl that is a Department.
to which a considerabl larger um
should have been granted and made
available to the people and so bring more
advantage to the Colony. It is some-
thing which ought not to be very
difficult and even now, at this stage,
Government can take up the matter of
such an increase. [ feel that it is im-
portant that there should be a revision
of the buying price of foodstuffs in the
Colony. Unless that is done a great
deal of di couragement will be given to
the people and more than that, those who
by force of nszc ssit must go in for
farming, wiil suffer loss in their produc-
tion.

true that

T do trust that those concerned,
whether it be tie Ad-isory Committee
o the new Rice Development Company
or the Rice Mark ting Board of
British Guiana, would give serious
thought to the early revision of
prices o a to meet the coming crop
which will not find us in this Council.
When that crop is reaped and the aew
prices come int effect, this Council
will be out of existence and there will
be a new Legislature. Nevertheless, I
voice that opinion today in th interest
of the people who will reap their crop
in the latter part of this y ar. They
are now engaged in actual cultivation,
and this is the time, to my mind, when
some encouragement should be given to



3615 Appropriation
them by Proclamation as to the prices

of vice and padi in the future

- The question of a betber price,
for -their produce seems to me to
be the ecry of the farmers through-

out  the Colonw, ¥verywhere thers
i% the same ¢vy. Only a few days

ago ab the new settlement at  Plo

Cane  Grove one wan  sald he had
maony  bunches of plantaing - but 1y
was o uneconomical te  send  them f{o

Georgetown and have to pay for the

Ctpansportation. - 1 do ask if a lorry from
Georgetown eannot be sent up for the
produce and so let the farmers get the
net prices fixed by Government. 1 must
repeat what 1T have said before—that
the only way the farmers of the country
would get any compensation for the ris-
ing cost of lving is by increasing the
prices of their produce.

We ought not to neglect that aspect
of the situation, thinking that the peo-
ple willingly aceept the conditions
however hard  they may ~ bhe, and
ape satisfied. I feel § am interpreting
fully * the feelings of the farmers
of this country when 1 say that they
are not satisfied with the prices obtain«
ed for their produre. Unless thev get
an upward revision of those prices, T feel
sure that not only would theiy suffering
in rvespect of the increased cost of living
c¢ontinue, but it will be a source of
pveat discouragement to them. There are
other aspects of this particular guestion
which, if 1 were {0 go inte them,
must take some tinmie, but I am not going
to take up much more of the time of the
Council on the matter.

T must vefer to the fact fthat
tritish Guiana has incurred a great deal
of debt already. 1 know that she has to
put through schemes for better and
greater development, and so must incur
more debt. 1 feel that whatever be toe

Cproject the most careful examination of
Cits progress must be made, lest the en-
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tire project prove to be uneconomical
to the Colony and a4 burden in some
respects,

I venture to  say  that o othe
Boerasirie ,project iz a worthwhile
project provided, as T have said, the ut-
most care s taken with it Unless that is
done, we would find that it would not
serve the hundreds of acres which wii be
made available to the Colony agricultur-
ally, T hope that it would remain. uot
only as a service to the already exist-
ing sugar area. [ am hoping that the
Boerasivie project will extend the agri~
cultural pursuits of that area, and alsoof
the area between the Demerava and the
Essequibo rivers, so that they will be-
come thriving through the avgicultural
activities which must take place there
For that to be dene, care wmust be
exercized -in the distribution of land z0
that a greater measure of help will be
given to the land-hungry people as well
as to the agrieultural economy of the

Colony as a whole. I feel it i»
necessary for me to mention  that
heeanse I am  satisfied that  ithe

people will take up the lands, Thevefors,
we must see that proper use s wade of
them. Unless that s done the entire
scheme would backfive and become uwot
only a promiscuous agvicultural under-
taking, but a very expensive project. 1
do not feel that that should be so, and
g0 1 share the hope expressed by the
hon. the Financial Secretary  and
Treasurer in the concluding paragraph
of his Budget Statement.

This is the handing-over period
Bvery Member of this Council silting
around this table and who  hag been
attending the meetings of the Finanee
Committee and discussing the Budret
year after vear, must emerge at this
stage with a tremendons amount of
experience in the way in which Cov-
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ernment has been handling the finances
of this Colony. If their teeling is tho*
it has not been done in the right way,
I feel sure they must automatically have
the remedy for the future. If they fecl
it is a good pattern. then they would
keep it. Whatever it is, we are going
forward in the future. I am very
hopeful of the future, standing on the
threshold of the new and the demise of
the old Council.

1 look upon the work that has
been done by this Council in steer-
ing the financial aifairs of this Colony
as one not without some merit, and one
that has been productive of much,
even if it has noi measured up to what
several Members would want it to be.
Like the hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, I would say that we n
British Guiana have a future and that
with our resources, financial and other-
wise, we have great scope for planning
and development. In so saying, I can
only hope as one nf the out-going Mem-
bers of this Council, for great develop-
ment and prosperity in the future.

Mr. Fernandes: It is indeed a
pleasure at the end of my term of office
in this Council to be able to pass out
leaving the financial situation of Brit-
ish Guiana in a samewhat better condi-
tion than it was when I came five years
ago. The conclusion in the hon. the
Financial Secretary’s Budget Address is
one which merils repeating and I am
going to repeat it once more so as to
hav - it put on recovd. It reads thus:

“This Council will bequeath to the
new Government and Legislature a sound
Financial structure in which there should
be room for manoeuvre and scope ior
planning with, we hope, the technical ad-
rice and means by which sound plans
may be framed and carried into execu-
tion. We of this Council shall do more
than this: we shall pass on to our suc-
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cessors our own abiding faith in the future
of this country and, with that faith, a
prayer that with God’s blessing and
guidanee all things may be so ocrdered as

to lead to the happiness and prosperity
of all its people.”

British Guiana is facing a new
Constitution. We need large sums of
money tfor development work of one
kind of another. Where we will get the
money from will depend largely on whut
happens three months from now at our
(ieneral Election. No one would invest
money in a business or in a country
except he is satistied that it is going to be
properly run, that the persons in whose
hands lies the guidance of the destinies of
that business or country are capable ot
doing the job efficiently, and are honest
and sincere in their efforts to see that
every opportunity which presents itseltf
for the betterment of the country
is grasped and not allowed to slip
by. The time which Members of tlis
Council can afford to devote to playing
to the gallery will come to an end on the
27th of April when the new Council
will be elected. After that, respons-
ibility will lie {airly and squareiy
en the shoulders of those whom the
good people of British Guiana de
cide to place into this Council under
the new Constitution. If they place the
right people, then T have no doubt that
British Guiana will go on from strength
to strength, while the economy of the
people will improve and their standard
of living will go up.

Of course, in any business whatever
a lot depends not only on the man-
agement but on the workers themselves.
We see that in ordinary commercial
life certain businesses that are thriv-
ing and progressing, use the most
modern means to produce whatever they
are producing. We find that those very
progressive businesses also pay high
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wages and still are able to ake money.
They are able to do that because of
their efficient management in the first
place, and because of the loyalty and
the desire of those who work for them
to improve their own condition, real-
izing th t giving of their best 1s
the surest means of improving their
condition.

After having served here for five
years, I find that I have been able to
fulfil everyone of my pre-election prom-
ises with the possible exception of one,
and that one is that 1 would try as far
as possible to see that sufficient prim-
ary schools are made available for every
child of school-going age. 1 did
try as hard as possible, but our popula-
tion is increasing so rapidly that it has
not been found possible to keep up with
it, and therefore at the present moment
we are still slightly behind hand in our
school accommodation. But I am sure that
every Member of this Council will
agree with me when I say that the posi-
tion in regard to our primary schools
is very much bc¢tter today than it was a
few years ago. We have had a terrific
amount of school building operatinns.
and even though the position ha=
not come up to expectation I
am not ashamed of what has been done
in_those five years.

I have listened very carefully to
the two hon. Members who spoke before
me, and [ am just going to comment
shortly on one or two of the remarks
they made. The hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara (Dr. Jagan) said that
British Guizna has gone “ri+ mad.”
There is one thing that can send British
Guiana “rice mad”, and that is when
rice is a paying proposition. No group
of pe-sons would go mad after the in-
dustry if there is continuous loss of
money in producing that article. ever-
theless, the hon. Member for Eastvin
Demerara ( Ir. Debidin) came behind
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the hon. Member and said that while
rice is not a payable proposition the
people are forced to produce it. I am
bringing the two statements together.

There is one thing I was very pleased
about and that is, they both agreed that
the world is very hungry and that the
people of the world need lots of food.
They both agreed also that rice is
perhaps the most needed article of
food by the millions of people in

the East that the hon. Member
for Central Demecrara referred to.
That being so, I am sure every-
one will agree that if we econ-

centrate on the production of rice to the
detriment of cattle on our coa tland, we
would be doing nothing more than what
is our duty. Cattle can be reared in
other parts of British Guiana—in the
interior—without any difficulty.

Of course, there is always the ques-
tion as to whether cattle can pay for
the breaking in of entirely new lands,
and for having those lands drained and
empoldered, etc. T am not going into the
details in respect of that, because I main-
tain that cattle can pay for the break-
ing in of new lands, but not by using the
system which we are accustomed to using
here ever since I can remember. Tha
system we use here, as everyone knows,
is this: You have 100 acres of land and
you just put the -attle on it ; when the
rains are falling the pasturage is good
and the cattle look well but in the drv
season the grass dries up and the
cattle starve to death. Running on that
system, I am sure, it would be impos-
sible for anyone to expand the cattle in-
dustry economically, but if it is run on
up-to-date methods whereby pasturage
is cultivated and minerals placed in the
soil, and so on, T have no doubt whatever
that we would be able to produce alt the
beef required for British Guiana and
perhaps the British West Indies, withont
any very serious difficulty.

I have alway maintained in this
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Council and I do maintain today, that
the future prosperity of British Gui-
ana depends very largely on the success
or failure of its agriculture. [ feel
certain that if we are to achieve pro-
gress, whoever is responsible for the
Government of the future will have (
pay far more attention than is being
paid presently to our agricultural pro-
ducts. Other industries are also need-
ed, but one must always bear in mind
that no industry can be really success-
ful and play a very important part ex-
cept the country in which it is placed
provides a large pertion of the raw mat-
erials nccessary for that industry.

It is no use putting up plans
to make needed goods if we havz to
depend on elsewhere for the raw mater-
ials. 1f we can grov the cotton here
to make the yarn, then we can have all
the cotton goods required made here.
If we cannot, it is not going to be pro-
fitable after we have gone to the ex-
pense of putting up mills, as they are
likely to be out of supply of raw mat-
erials or the price demanded for the
raw materials may be so high as to
make the running of that industry un-
profitable.

There is just one little serious dis-
appointment that I have had during my
term of office. anc that is, I have been
unable to get any e¢xtension of the very
small quantity of roads we have in
British Guiana. I have been instru-
mental, however, in getting Government
to decide to put down a short strip of
road from the end of the Corentyne Road
to Crabwood Creek-—ahout 4 to 5 miles
— to enable a rice-growing area to
be brought into the Skeldon area. If we
did not get that done, it would have
meant having to tran port all that
area’s produce by water, and anyone
who knows the Corentyne River knows
only too well that from the time the-
crop comeg in around October->o em-
ber, that river becomes very rough and
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remains so for quite a long time, until
Taster. It would have meant providing
crafts to do this kit of transportaticn.
That is all T was able to get in respect
of roads.

It is very regrettable that those
who have gone before me did not see [it
to try to ext nd our roadwavs by at least
20 miles a year. But I am not ‘urprised
that they did not succeed even if they
had tried, because I tried and did not
succeed. . t the moment our interior is
being open d up by air transport. That
is good, but only for comparatively me-
dium and hi h-pric d articles. The low-
priced articl s cannot be produced in
the interior and brought to the Coast
conomically. "That means that until
we can get road communication we
will have to forg t the possibility of
producing anything lIse in the interior
but medium and high-priced goods.

T was very pleased during my in-
vestigation of the Budget {o find that
Government has at last realized that
our Youth Organizations need far more
assistance than they got in the past.
There are other sources of youth train-
ing in the world today that are working
contrary to our democratic way of think-
ing; they absolutely do not need Govern-
ment finance because, daresay, they
know where they ca get their finance
from. T have had the privilege and
pleasure of working with Youth Or-
ganizations, and I know that it is very
difficult to do the necessary work so
that our youths can be brought up law-
abiding and respectable — without the
babit of using indecent language in
public places and without the tendency
to do wrong things which are larguly
responsible for the increase in crime.
v hich the hon. Member for Central
Demerara was very careful to mention
a while ago.

T think that is a step in
the right direction, and I hope those
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fil that. That is why I maintain that
drainage is more important than irriga-
tion. 'We can very well depend on
natural irrigation.

Speaking on irrigation and drain-
age, | have seen the Government of
this country very severely criticized
when there were floods which caused
some losses to the poor people. ’erhap
some of the criticisms were justi-
tied, but | wonder if Members rea-
lize that even with our poor drainage
how safe we are. Ior the past few days
every news bulletin and every newspaper
has been mentioning an increasing
number of persons who have lost their
lives in floods, hundreds of square-miles
of farmlands having been devastated
through floodings; and that happened
in some of the most up-to-date ountries
in the world. There has been loss of
lives in England, in France and iu
Holland particularly, and practically
throughout Western Europe. That culy
goes to show that when we have
our little flood troubles here from
time to time, we should realize that we
could have been worse off. At the
same time, we must put our shoulders to
the wheel and lend Government all the
assistance we can in order to prevent
the same serious irouble in the futw ‘e
We have many new projects on the
coastlands which Government hopes wil!
make thousand of acres of land avail-
able for cultivation.

But again, sir, before I come to the
end of my term of oilice here I would like
to remind Government that it should nnt
neglect the lands on the banks of our
rivers. Every day I see signs that these
lands can produce what some people
may think impossible. T have bheen
doing a very small amount of experi-
menting myself, in order to satisfv

myself that our vriver lands wili
respend to up-te-date methods of
pa turage, as el as those in an-

country in the world, not excluding
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New Zealand. I have been told se eral
times that I have New Zealand on my
brain. Maybe, being one who has
always been a farmer at heart, even
though conditions do not permit me to
take it up as a livelihood. It
needs a large amount of capital, which
I do not have, to break in lanrd,
and ] have too large a family to
take a chance in going in for very
much pioneering work. But I hope in
the not too distant future to do some
pioneering work myself, and T shall en-
courage my children to try it before thev

tart on the serious side of life,
that is, the raising of a family. I hope
that in future “overnment would

make more and mare facilities available
to vervone who wants to 1 ave the City
and return to the rand

During the last five years there
has been, undoubtedly, a flow of persons
coming into the City from off the land ip-
the country. It has had a very savi-
ous effect. Only this morning [ hap-
pened to be sitting on a Committee
examining applications for employment
as Nurses at the Almshouse, and T wa
not surprised when I was told that
at least 200 anplications per month
are reccived for approximately two
or three jobs a year. By that, Gov-
ernment hould sez that the unemploy-
ment problem, particularly among
girl  leaving school, is a very difiicult
one, and I hope one that the new Gov-

rnment Ministers the Minister
of Labour and perhaps the Min-
ister of Social Welfare — will find
means of getting these girls some em-
ployment. The hon. the Financial
Secretary and Treasurer can bear me
out when I say that there is one section
of the Social Welfare Department which
I have alway. supported very strongly.
T have done so under its present system
and T will alway. do so as long as it re-
mains, and that is the section dealing
with Cottage Indus ries. Thev are
doing a ver fine job in enabling the
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young people of the countryside to
make things like iellies and other pro-
ducts which are readily sold in the
City and which, T have no doubt, will
find a reasonably good export market.
That is th one branch of the Social
Welfare Departmen: I would like to see

reased several times. 1 daresay v-e
havi to move slowlv, but I must admit
that overnment has sometime mo eid
too slowly to my liking.

Only todav, in, the reply to my
questions, Government stated that the
transport of land at Campbellville vill
be done soon, or words to that effect.
That was told to me in this Council
very nearly a year ago. It does not
take us an further. The p ople in
Campbellville are no wiser. ‘ s soon as
possible” may mean a month or five
years, because it is as soon as possible
by anybody eise bult Government. nd
Government may not find it possible to
do things as early as other people. T
do hope that is something that will be
achieved before this ouncil passes out
of office, and that the people of Camp-
bellville will have the opportunity of
owning their lots bhefore 1853 comes to
a close.

roads wil:
improved between now
and then. There is no question about
it, they are in a shocking state
and with the recent excessive rains the
pesition has not been made any easier.
According to Government’s reply the
money received from the rent of the
lots will be spent on the road but if we
have to wait on the receipt of that
money before it is spent on the roads,
one can well see that those roads are
not. likelv to be done before some time
in the middle of the year. T hate to think
what their condition would be by then,
if what is allowed--

T hope also that th
be greatly

The Financial Secretary an Treas-
urer: Will the hon. Member allow
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me? It is true in that answer it is aid
that the money received from the rents
will be devoted to the maintenance and
upkeep of the estate including the re-
pair of roads and bridges, but that dces
not mean that the Department concerned
will wait for the actual cash to be in hand
to do the work. s a matter of fact,
the money is provided in the Estimates
so that the Department will he able 1o
gel ahead and spend money on the neces-
sary work withont actuall waiting to
¢et the money in cash from the rents.

Mr. Fernand s: 1 thank the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer
very much. He has eased my mind, be-
cause T had promised the people very
nearly a vear ago te do everyvthing pos-
sible to get the 'roads fixed. I have made
every effort at my disposal to get them
don  and T am really a little bit disap-
pointed that more has not been done.
I really expected some money to bhe
spent some time last year out of last
vear’s revenue.

Mr. Farnum: At this juncture may
I just rise to make an explanation?

Mr. Fernandes: T am on the floor. I
lea e the matter with that assurance of
CGovernment that everything will be put
in order and that th se people’s suffering
will be put to an end. As this is the last
time T will have the opportunity to speak
on the Budget when nearly everything
that is necessary can be said, T would
like to take this opportunity to thank
the Administration for the many acts
of kindness it has shown to me
in respect of matters which T have had
occasi n to bring forward. T would not
like to end on a wrong note, but I do
not think Member of this Council are
always given the treatment which thev
should be given. Now, sir, over a year
ago I moved a motion in this Council.
It went through without division. I was
egiven a series of assurances that it would
be gone into rightav-av. The simple
question I asked -vas “v'hat is Govern-
ment’s intention on this matter?” We
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all know that in February we got an
answer which had nothing to do with
the motion which was passed more than
a year ago. I refer to the motion calling
for an increase in the fee for a lorry
licence between the Berbice and the
Demerara rivers.

I know that great hardship is
being experienced by the rice industry
because nothing has been done since
then. I happen to know that the Ad-
visory Committee to the Authority
which deals with this matter decided by
a majority decision that the motion
should be implemented. Yet we find that
over a year after the motion was unan-
imously passed nothing ha been done.
That is not good enough. It does appeal!
that the motion which was moved
kv me and fully debated, was so much a
waste of time. I think it is only proper
that hon. Members of this Council should
try to work in accordance with the
Rules of the Constitution. Government
should know that when certain hon.
Members of this ‘Council ask certain
questions, they have a very good idea
of what the an wers would be. T am
very disappointed te find that Govern-
ment after a year and one month and
in reply to a question relating to that
motion, has made a statement which is
not absolutely correct and which tended
to mislead hon. Members.

T shall soon pass out of this Coun-
cil, and do not know whether T will he
here under the next Constitution. But |
know that T am not ¢oing to be able to
work in this Council after the end of
February, as I have previously given
notice that I am going to apply for s me
leave. If I 'do not,”T will not be able to
work at my best for this Council and
the variou Government ommittees
plus my own busine, 8, and-at the =ame
time carry on mv ele tion campaigr—-
a vital service which 1 owe to the people
and . their interest. My health will go and
peg‘h‘aps 1 may- not be able to serve in
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the future as well as the people would
like me to. I cannot pass out with-
it letting Government know at least
th  when these things are done they
quite wrong.

Mr. Luckhoo: A few years ago, in
thi very Council Chamber when I was
st admitted, I remember referring to
the Budget Speech and quoting from
Burke: “To tax and to please no more
than to love and be wise is not given to
man . .. " T little thought then that
occasion would have arisen for me
to rise and admit that this quota-
tion had proved false. This is an oc-
casion when we may say that the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer
has pleased us, and pleased the tax pay-
ers and everybody in his statement of
taxation for 1953. Sir, in the history
of the Colony this Budget declaration,
T venture to suggest, will stand out.fcr
all time as a singular instrument of the
prosperity and the economic stability
of the country. In this Budget address.
we find not only that there is no increased
or new taxation. but that we actuallv
have a remission of taxation.

% hawve endeavoured to find out
whether there has been any other period
in the history of the Colony when any
Financial Secretary ever presented a lixe
Budget which contained these particular
features—no inecrease in taxation and
additional benefit in remission. I am
told authoritatively, sir, that that has
never been done, and that this
singular in that respect.
! think we all will join in congra-
tulating our Financial Secretary ard
Treasurer most heartily on this Budge®.
It will stand out for all time as
an instrument recording the prosperity
and ‘the economic stability of the
Colony. The hon. the Financial Secretavy
and “Treasurer has referred to Lis
abiding faith in the future of this
Colony. One does not have to look far
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to find that, because in this very
survey of what the Colony has done
during 1952, we find progress all along
the line — progress which can only
mean the advancement of the country.

Let us examine some of the realms
within which there has been this
progress. In bauxite the export was
a matter of some 2.3 million tons
which, if T remember correctly, included
144,000 - tons of caleined ore. That
showed a remarkable increase as com-
pared with 1951. In the rice crop the
vield was a matter of 70,000 tons—:
very effective increase as compavre:t
with 1951. In timber and lumber there
was a record production of 4.5 million
cubic feet, as compared with 3.8 million
cubic feet in 195i. All along the line
we see progress recorded in production,
thus opening the door to the Colony’s
future. Let us go en further to sugar.
Forexample, wefind thal there hasbeen
an increase from 217,000 tons in 1951
to a matter of 242,000 in 1952. The
target set was only 230,000 tons and
that was estimated to be a record high
level.

But, sir, if T may, I would take
this opportunity to make mention of
gomething which I have said before and
which T would like to reiterate here.
Some 30,000 sngar workers are today
enjoying benefits they never befere
enjoyed in this Colony. They are exper-
iencing a new leasc on life and earning,
sizeable sums, but it is very upset-
ting to find people deliberately mis-stat-
ing the case for the sugar workers with
respect to the recent imcreases, such as
we saw in a publication today in one of
the daily newspapers. Sir, it is diap-
pointing that T have today to make men-
t'on of this distortion of facts with re-
pect to the inereases gr nted by the Su-
gar Producers As. ociation, after negotia-
tions lasting some weeks with the
Trade Unions bargaining on behalf of
the workers,
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It was estimated that there should
be a matter of some $1 million extra
coming into the pool, so to speak, be-
cause of the increase in the price of
sugar. That increase would only take
care of some 160,000 tons, and the re-
mainder of the sugar would have to be
sold at competitive prices in a market
in which the price hag dropped. Ceon-
sequently, that would affect the gross
total increase. The whole of that a-
mount of $1 million has been handed
over by the employers to the workers
in the sugar estates. T hold no brief
for the emplovers but, nevertheless,
whenever there is an act of that kind
which, to my mind, is an act of gener-
osity for the co-operation of the work:
ers because of satisfaction and loyalty
in service, I must mention it.

Yet, today we find in the newspapers
the statement that the Sugar Producers
would not be called upon to spend one
penny of that money, when in fact they
have given the whole sum over to the
workers. I will go even further, Be-
cause in the fall of the sugar market
and because the increase was not only
affecting the wages earned per-
week, but also all the bonuses, every-
thing also went up and it means that
the Sugar Producers will almost
probably be called upon to push their
hands into their pockets and meet the
deficiency of amounts spent in excess
of that $1 million in wages.

I mention that because -credit
must be given where it is due and
whatever might have been said - about
Producers are
niaking a conscientious effort to help the
workers. That does not reflect my per-
sonal opinion, but the opinion of work-
ers. And that reminds me that I re-
ceived a letter from a factory worker
at Blairmont—I would like with your
permission, sir, to read one or twa
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short sentences of that letter—in
which the worker said:

“Since our great ancestors came to
British Guiana it is more than a hundred
years, and never in the history of Blair-
mont have workers got such benefits as
that they are receiving today. The work-
ers are very proud of the way they are
experiencing and enjoying the blessings
they are getting out of the sugar estates.”

These remarks came from the
people who are working in the industry,
and since they received their bonuses
at the end of the vear. They have begun
to realize that it pays dividends to worl
for the prosperiltv of an industry,
because in that prosperity their own
prosperity must necessarily be reflected.

Let us move off from the sugar
industry in which there were tangible
increases. Gold during 1952 showed an
increased production of some 5,000
ounces more than in the preceding year.
Again our external trade was some $170
million. This showed an increase of
$47 million over 1951. That $170 mil-
lion was made up of imports — $&3
million and exports — $82 million, in-
cluding some $13 miilion for machinery.
This is a very significant sum, when
one realises that machinery coming
into this Colony is very necessary for
the proper development of the Colony

Sir, in complimenting the hon, the
Financial Secretary and 'T'reasurer, one
has to compliment the Administration
as a whole for handing over to the new
Council such stability and a sat-
up whereby they might start with a
plus and not with a negative sign
to their credit. This is a time when
hon. Members are allowed the freedom
of making random excursions from one
subject to another, and if I may be per-
mitted to make certain observations in
respect of certain Departments, T would
wish to take this opportunity to do so.
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Critically, sir, the Medical Department
is one which 1 feel ha not come
up to expectationn. Our hospital in,
Georgetown, to my mind, presents a
problem which has not been tackled
successfully. For a long time one heard
of the new Surgical - lock. Whether it
is still an idea or something in esse 1
do not know, but what we look forward
to is to hearing that the idea has been
implemented.

The setting up of this new
surgical block is  something which
could be done withuit any enormous ex-
pense. Again, the ward called the V.D.
Ward is now wedged between two other
surgical wards having regard to their
relation to infectious diseases. All the
patients with nou-infectious diseases
use the same lavatories and other re-
quirements and conveniences as those
with infectious uiscases. This was
brought to my attention while 1 was
making some enquiries into the admin-
istration and I found that nothing had
been done about it. In addition, where
there are infectious diseases whici
should be kept apart and which the
doctors have so recommended, one finds
no physical features of segregation but
a mere lettering on the wall which di-
vides one section from another, as if
the bugs had reached such a state of
intellectual advancement as not to cross
from the infectious to the non-infectioux
s ction, because of the difference in the
lettering of the wards. Surely physical
separation is a necessity and should
be observed.

Under the Ilead “Law Officers,” I
would wish to pav a personal — ang
1 feel the whole Council will agree with
me — tribute and thanks to the hon
ihe Attorney General for the indefatig-
able services he rendered during last
year and at all times, and particularly
in the year 1952 when a record number
of Bills and other legislation were pass-
ed in this very Chamber. It is his rve-
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sponsibility to see that Bills are
brought before us here so that leg.s-
lation might be enacted, and he has done
excellent work which reflects his in-
dustry. Sir, his is a position in this
Colony which I cannot essay to fill.
It must be a most difficult position
to be dealing with the business
of the Legislative Council and at the
same time to be head of the Legal De-
partment. Nevertheless, for the purpose
of the records I would like to know how
many Bills were passed during last
year. T do know, sir, that in labour
legislation the number of Bills was a
record one, and I feel that the total of
all Bills presented in 1952 mus consti-
tute an all-time record.

Then, sir there are other Depart-
ments which contribute to the smooth and
efficient running of the machinery of
Government. If I may be permitted,
I desire to express a very high
and strong personal regard for ycu,

sir, as our President. I may cite
one instance which 1 shall always
recall with much feeling — ycur

deep concern at the time when the
Berbice Company was closed down and
when hundreds of ramilies were left al-
most in a position of being stranded 16t
miles up river, away from the town of
New Amsterdam. I remember approach-
ing Your Excelleney and receiving your
most sympathetic hearing and earnest
consideration, followed by vour ready ac-
tion. Sir, it was at vour instance that a
ship, within a matter of a day, left
Georgetown and brought those families
down to New Amsterdam. I went to meet
them and saw the wives, husbands, and
children and they all asked me to ex-
press the one thought which I did in
publie, and that was to say thanks and
to express their deep gratitude to Your
Excellency for your deep concern and
your ready assistance,

Sir, the progress of this Colony lies not
only in the future but in the present bea-
cause, as the hon. Member for George-
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town Central has said, what is going to
happen within the next few weeks will
det rmine v ry largely just how rapic
our advaucement would be. I have
sufficient faith to believe that, irre-
spective of what the results are, this
country will still keep on plodding forward
and onwards to a more speedy progress.
That would only be, however, if a
sane, reasonable and sensible Gov-
ernment is returned at the coming
elections. Sir, it seems to me that
the people of the country, the workers,
are getting wise to what the position is.
I hope that I am right.

[t seems to me that a year ago
there was more confusion in their
minds, but today a very powerful
blow has been struck against those
who are disorganising society and
that blow has been a telling one. It has
been so telling that within recent days,
in an effort to resuscitate the group
and build up Dutch courage, those indi-
viduals have been seen wearing red
berets and flaming red ties, and button-
holes bearing Stalin’s picture. I have
seen that with my own eyes. It is curious
to know that the individuals who are
wearing this verv flambuoyant dress
and other ‘“question mark” decorations,
are the very individuals who nearly al-
ways resort to a certain amount of per-
sonal violence to treate a state of dis-
order.

So, sir, I say in all seriousness
that the future one faces is a future
which is bright and which is attract-
ive. Like the honourable the Financial
Secretary and Treasurer, I feel that
in this country there is a future. I
think I should mention this: When
! was in Trinidad recently, while speak-
ing to one of the Ministers there I
was asked what British Guiana pro-
duces. I was making mention of a
few things in reply when he said to
me “I agree with you but you omit
one of your best productions.” “That
is what?” 1 retorted, and he replied
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“Not ‘what’, but ‘who’.” I then said
“That is who?” and he replied “That
is your Financial Secretary”. That
was said in Trinidad about six months
ago. Like Siv Charles, I have abound-
ing and abiding (aith in the future.

I feel I share the opinion of the
hon. Member for Georgetown Central
(Mr. Fernandes) that the people them-
selves will begin to realize and con-
tinue to realize that whatever words
Lave been spoken are merely spoken, and
whatever promises are made re-
main, very simply, promises. It is what
is done that matters; it is what one
achieves that matters. When they
look and see what has been achieved
for this Colony -- the progress mad:
with bauxite, rice, timber, lumber,
sugar and gold over the past year—then,
sir, they must surely appreciate that
it is a step-up which will inspire con-
fidence. And from .confidence there must
necessarily come a future and the fur-
ther progress of our country.

Sir, there is much more I can say,
but I propose to take my seat. I would
like however, once again as a very
small, very insignificant and very
humble member of the community, to say,
—Ilike the hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, like yourself, sir, and like
those of us who have stood for-
ward for the stability of this country,
— that this country has a great and
prosperous future if those who are to
control its destiny are not misled by
those whose main purpose and aim are to
create disorder and confusion. Sir, it has
been often termed as “witch hunting”.
It is not. Day after day one sees tan-
gible and yet more tangible signs of
foreign influence attempting to dom-
inate and control our country. Sir, it
has been held against me that I stood
forward and brought up the motion
for the suppressicn and keeping out
of subversive literature. I say 1 de
wish it will go further.
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I wish that in this country we could
ocutlaw Communism, because it is only
chocolate-coated poison which is”
served up 'in small doses to bring
about the doom and subjugation of this
country. Let those who believe iu
that particular ideclogy go to Russia.
Why did not those men who were sen-
tenced in the U.S.A. for communistie
activities, when offered the opportun-
ity to go to Russia as an alternative
to going to prison, take it and go
there? No; they refused; they did not
wish to go back to Russia. One can be
a Socialist or a Leftist as much as
possible, but as far as I 'am concerned I
am prepared to support any such rear
sonable thought or action against for-
eign domination, or Red domination, or_
influence of the Comintern coming into
our country. I speak for myself. I am
prepared to fight against them, and !
say in all sincerity that 1 wish that
something could Le done in this Legis-
lature, some legislation enacted, to
cutlaw communism in this country.
When that happens, another blow will

have been struck for the good of man-
kind.

Mr. Farnum: In a few wonths’
time this Government will be handing
over, and I think it will have every
satisfaction in knowing that it is hana-
ing over to what I may term its suc-
cessors, a country whose finances are
abselutely sound. I think the Gov-
ernment must feel very pleased about
it. I would like to associate myself with
what the hon. the Financial Sec-
retary and Treasurer has said, be-
cause in his positiomr as Financial
Adviser to the Government, I konow
he has put checks on Government
in certain directions, and I think
he must feel very proud that he is able
to hand over the finances of the coun-
try in such a sound condition. I do
not think it is necessary to say any-
thing further in respect of the Bud-
get because, after all, the new Gov-
ernment will be taking charge and wili
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have all the problems to solve. But
1 do hope that the new Government

will give attention to the opening up

of the country, especially the interior,

Dby means of roads, because 1 believe

_ that is the way in which the country
. will have to be opened up and the
national income of the people thereby
 considerably increased.

 While speaking on the guestion
of the new Constitution, I would like
{0 direct Government’s attention fo
 what we were told a few days ago on

the East Coast of Demerara and the West
~ (Coast, Berbice. It is that a very large
. number of the people, in fact a very
Jarge portion of the population, do not
understand  the implications of the
new Constitution. I pointed out to
them that the B.P.L had been broad-
casting every Sunday — half an hour
 each time for a number of months -
. what the Constitution stood for and
what were = its  implications. But
they pointed out to me  that very
few persons in those districts owned
vadio receiving sets, that Sunday was
o day of vest and that in  order
to hear a broadeast they had to travel
miles, which they were not prepared to
do. 1 bring that to the attention of Gov-
ernment because it is widespread that
the people do mnot understand the im-
plications of the new Constitution.

With respect to Campbellville and the
yoply given by Government to the hon.
Member for Georgetown Central rela-
tive to the sale of the lots, as a mem-
ber of the Central Authority 1 would
like to say that the question of the

price of the lots at Campbellville has

been decided and in a very short time
the people will be asked to come for-
ward and either pay for the lots or tell
tie Central Authority under what con-
ditions or ferms they ave able to pue-
 chase them. But there. should ., be
1o fear—I think Government has givin
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the assurance-—that those persons
who are oceupying lots will be turned
off the land. They will be allowed tg
purchase, by some means or other, the
lots on which they are settled. 1 would
like to say . further that the Central
Authority has some very great problems
in eonmection with Campbellville to
solve. I think the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central knows that, bhe
cause he happened to have been a mem-
ber of that Avthority, and perhaps
those problems were so great that he
thought it wise to resign. Perhaps
that is why be has resigned from the
Central Authority.

Mr. Fernandes : To a peint of
order ! It is wrong for the hon. Mem-
ber to make that statement. He should
remember the reason for my resigps
ing from the Central Authority. It was
because - Government “had shown disg-
trust of the Authority. I did not re-
sign because I was afraid of any prob-
lem. I have never done so in my life,

Mr. Farnum : The hon. Member
knows very well that the Central Au-
thority had very great problems and siill
has very large problems to solve in
connection with Campbellville, I de
think Govermeut made a mistake
in not ¢reating o local authority there
because those people would have realized
thereby what it costs to build roads
and provide drainage for a large
area such as that — g place which
was neglected by its past owners, A
road has been constructed there and
the Central Authorify has spent & lavee
sum of money in building that road.
They - asked  the - Publie - Works  De-
partment to give an estimate for the
building of another voad in Campbell
ville and that estimate, so far as my
recollection  goes, was 81% million. 1
would advise Government that that is
the best course out of this difficulty. 1
do not see how the Central Authority
can build roads at Campbeliville when
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they have no technical staff and
no equipment to do it. I know,
as a matter of fact, that they tried

to get the Public Works Depart-
ment to lend ihem their equip-
ment but were uansuccessful, as the

Public Works Department had their
own work to perform and could not
spare their equipment. The only
solution is to create a local authority
at Campbellville and let the people,
through the local authority, borrow the
money from Government and see wha.
it costs to build roads.

Dr. Jagan: Can the hon. Mem-

ber tell us what the price is ?

Mr. Peters: It is well for us in the
life of this Council to take the opportuni-
ty of examining ourselves in the light "
the path we have trodden within these
five years. In doing so, when we con-
gider the state of affairs, social, econo-
mic, financial and otherwise that we
hope to pass on to the next Council—
whether any or all of us might have the
privilege of being there—we cannot but
{eel that we have succeeded in doing the
best we could in. the interest of this
land of ours. In the first place, we mnst
.commend ourseives for the splendid
physical health that we have all main-
tained in the course of these vears. To-
day one of our number is ill, and in
the course of the vears one has pass-
ed out by the hand of death.

In the first insfance, our sympathy
goes out to the Hon. T. T. Thompson, and
in the second instance to the relatives of
the late Hon. Cramat Alli MecDoom, who
died. This shows that Member of Coun-
ci] are certainly in verv good health
[ wish we will all keep healthy in bodie.,
and healthy in mind, and as we have
com. to the hour when we shortly must
fiand over to another Council the burden
that has been ours to-carry during thesc
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years, we cannot but give thanks to A!-
mighty God for the health we have had
in order to perform our duties as
well as we have tried to do them.
i am sure, sir, it would not be ful-
some for me to extend the heartiest con-
gratulations so richly deserved to our

“ colleague, the hon. the Financial Secre-

tary and Treasurer of this Colony. Time
and again he has certainly had the eecca-
sion to take us out, shall I say, into whait
appeared to be very deep waters in
matters affecting finances of the Colony.
Time and again we gat and listened to
the fullest explanaticas from him as to
the whys and wherefores of his propesi-
tions. Time and again, shall 1 say, we
Lave shocked hiny into thinking that we
were distrustful of his propositions.
But with the long suffering and enduring
patience which certainly went witk all
the happiest features of his. personality,
he had been able to bring us round to see
his point of view in that particular mat-
ter. When the hour came to take the
count he certainly was satisfied and en-
joyed the compen-ation in that last an-
alysis, of the majority of those who sat
around the table in Finance Commitiee
with him. And so we can say to him two
words—" Well Dorea.”

And then mereover, the Coun-
cil as a whole — if I may be pardonred
for remarking upon it — has, in
the course of +‘hese years, behaved

itself most decorously. Never has there
been any boisternus session taking place
in this Council. We knew how to agrece
and how to disagree, we knew how io
give and take, and we knew how to
accept d ' at with g spirit of complete
v si n tion. Jdf we were disposed to
take a cursory glance on the path over
which we have comie these many years,
we -would see that we have come alone
well,

One of the dominant industries of our
Colony is the bauxite industr.. Others
are gold, diamond, vice, sugar and tim-
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ber to which the hon. the Sixth c¢mi-
nated Member (Mr. Luckhoo) has al-
ready referred. [t certainly is refresh-
ing for us to look over these industries
again and to see and say, by and large,
that we have left them in a far
healthier condition than that in which
we found them when we began to
work in this Council Chamber five
years and more ago. In the coursc
of these years there have been matters
of importance, in many respects
monumental importance. When we
began our work here, British Guiana
could not boast of that very excellent
building with its architectural fea-
tures and otherwise—the General Post-
Office which, certainly, is a matter of
great pride to the citizens of the Colony
when we compare it with other
Luildings which serve as G.P.O. build-
ings in other parts of the Carih-
bean area. Theu. sir, we have begun to
establish what is known as our Technical
Institute. 1t has Leen no secret that T
have been one of the most chary Mem-
bers of this Council about the establish-
ment of that Institute. I cannot as vet
gay that I have been able to delude my -
self of that chariness but, so far as T
am concerned, it certainly has my bene-
diction for a happy and successful future

In the course of these years, g'r,
we have heen able to embark upon big
and sometimes very delicate propositions
like the setting up of the Decanting Cen-
tre which we have hopes will be a
creat relief fo the population. whom we
bope to remove from our slum arecs.
We believe in the long run that gfter we
shall have experignced some trials and
errors, we have good reasons to be
justly proud that we decided during
the life of this Council to embark
upon that big and very necessary
p‘ropo‘s‘ition. Then, of course, in these
vears we have had another big propnsi-
tion, and that is the building of a num-
ber of schools whick will make life far
.kappier from its utilitarian value in the
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education of our children. The im-
provements we have made from the
point of view of ventilation and even
structural reform, were not seen in our
school buildings a generation ago.

Then, sir, we have, so far as the
materials allowed, set up various schemes
throughout the tand so that our village
dwellers might be blessed with some
pipe-borne potable water. We had
the distressing experience of an out-
break of typhoid fever in the villaze
of Bush Lot, West Coast, Berbice,
and when T went and made my personal
investigations, I discovered that the
epidemic had not overtaken the people
who lived near the roadside, because the
pipe-borne water was not far from thcir
homes. Those who suffered from the
rhysical effects of the epidemic were
those who lived a long way from the
public road and who found it difficult to
go out and get pipe-borne water.
In their ignorance, so to say, they
made use of all the water in the
trenches which by that time may have
been infested with whatever disease came
from the sewerage, and in the long
run the epidemic hiroke out in that area.

I brought the serious situation

to the attention of the Director
of Medical Services, who was cer-
tainly aware of it and made an-

other seriows declaration that a few
children from the “ssequibo Coast who
had gone to Bush Lot spending time
with their relatives in that part of the
village not by the roadside, had con-
tracted typhoid fever and carried
it back to their Lome area on the Es-
sequiho Coast. I'ortunately, the cpi-
d mi passed off wiikicut any serious re-
sult. This certainly indicates the serious
need for an improved system of water
being conducted to the back lands, so
that the peopl living in those areas
might-be protected from such inciden::
in the future,

. ow, Ir, one has to think of what
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has happened in the course of these
years as regards the vital statitics of
out’ Colony. There is no doubt that the
health conditions as a whele of the peo-
p e in this Colony «re immensely import-
ant. What we e¢njoy today i the happy
bequest or legacy of the care exercised
by pre ious generaticns not only of the
Legi lature, but also of the Medical set-
up in our Colony. What is after all

most impertant igz that our popu-
latien during the past ¢ or 10
years has increased at the rate of

10,000 per year. That certainly is a
challenge to us in this Council, and we
ghould see to it that the population keeps
ever increasing over the waste space
in this land of ours. There are too many
waste spaces which in proces of time
can be filled by a larger population tkan
what we have in ihis Colony at present.

Passing from these feature , one hag
to think of one aspect today—something
which is now an historical fact — the
Rice Development Company which
is~ to operate in this Colony of
ours. There was a time when
members of this Council were not
seeing eye to eye with the Government
and opposed most strenuously th
vecommendations presented to us to have
the Colonial Develecpment Corporaticn
come in and take hold, shall T say, of the
rice scheme in a certain way, separate
and apart from the influence and
control of the Rice Marketing Board.
That is what individuals were heard
saying here and there — around this
tabe and elsewhere — againt a pio-
position of that kind. Time came when
the Council a sembled here, cach man
as it were with blood in hi eyes, deter-
mined to oppose such a proposition.

One might be
w must extend Leartiest congratu
tions and the highest praise and ap-
preciation of His Fixcellenc, Sir Charles
Woolley who, one afternoon, I remember,
sensing very quickly what was the egause

pardoned for it but

la~
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of the strongest vpposition to that idea,
adjourned the Councii, dismissed the
Press and the gailery, and himgelf came
down from his seat and had a heart te
heart talk with Council as a whole, and
by exchanging ideas was able to sail us
out of the cul de sac. He cventually led
us to the easy acceptance of this rea on-
able propo ition of setting-up tue
Rice Developmens Company as it is
today and which we have cause to Le-
lieve—I1 personally think so—will b2 a
great and unspeakable boon to the
welfare and general well-being of the
people of this country.

Then again, there is no doubt
that we are making serious effort in pro-
viding facilities for the educational al-
vancement for our gchool children and we
must face up to the fact that we have not
been able to house them as adequately az
we might. But it 1s the determination of
Council that with the passing of time,
all the children of our land in *he
primary schools will have the benefit of
being adecuately housed. More money
is being spent today for the edu-
cation of our children, and as the
population increases greater demands
will be made upon the purse-strings of
the Colony. Knowing the mind and
temper of our peopie as well as I dg, i
have no reason to dcubt that there will
be continuous effort on the part of the
citizenry of thi Jand to see that the
children are given an adequate educa-
tion, especially in the age of their
primary existence in this Colony.

Then, in the course of the life of
thi Council we have been bold enough
to launch and maintain a Co-operative
Movement of which we have cause to be
justly proud, and which we hope in the
long run is going to be of valuable
service to the people of our country. If [
may be allowed to pass on from that to
the agricultural prespects and purposes
of our country, we have to give a mead
of praise to the Agricultural Depavt-
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abundance of one-patterned homes, the
reason for which is not too far to see.

where a mother has to take care
of her house and a room full of
children. Now, that mother has to
struggle to keep her boy or girl

going to school from Monday to Friday,
and then prepare his clothing for school
every Saturday that he might get to
school on Monday. She is not going to
allow him to use that same school clothes
just prepared, to run around on Saturdzy
and Sunday, as they would not be clean
enough for him or her to attend school
on Monday mornirg. And so Sunday
remains a day when the children are kept
in clothes not so tidy, and when one secs
them caring little about their dress,
it is because their personal pride and
decency is being destroved and they are
given to roaming about seeking money
to orientate their hope and spirit.

One of the important aspects in
juvenile delinquency is the way to ap-
proach these children who are in our
midst and who get very little to help
them re-orientate their spirit. I cali
this to the attention of Government he-
cause I feel it my duty to let Govern-
ment know that the ordinary child finds
it very difficulty to adjust himself to
society, and so our Juvenile Courts are
liter, lly filled with boys and girls nearly
every Saturday merning. We have to
address our minds to what we in this
Counecil, or the other Council, are going
to do to take care of this problem of
juvenile delinquency.

One last word. We have found
ourselves wise to the folly of having nc
Police Station — an instrument of
restraint — in the city of Georgetown
south of Brickdam. The old Charles-
town Guard Hous¢ which gave =zer-
vice as a means of restraint fov
more than 50 years has been closed.
It seems as if somebody thought it wise
to close it down in order to make room
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for a fire brigade, and as a result crime
has developed sericusly in that area. The
newspapers will tell us that for the past
two months there were no fewer than
two murders committed in that area. I
plead with Government and this Couneil
that everything in their power should be
done to retain that Guard House and
restore a group of Police there to facili-
tate means of restraint. As we hand
over our portfolio, let us hope that we
will go out feeling that we have done
our best, and wish the new Counci!
God’s blessing frr the best to come.

Mr. Macnie: Sir, I would like 1o
join those who complimented and con-
gratulated the hon. the Financial Sec-
retary and Treasurer. Firstly, I would
like to refer to that part of his Budget
Statement which, T think, is of extrerme
importance. It states:

“While there has heen no decline in em-
ployment as a whole, there has been ir -
dications of a slight increase in unemploy-
ment due, of course, to the fact that the
total labour force continued to grow.”
That is one, if not the major problems, of
this country today.”

The population is growing and the
sources of employment will not be abie
to keep pace with that growth. In fact,
today it is generally recognised that
efficiency in industry is achieved by
mechanisation, and improvement of the
standard of living is achieved by thie
employment of an efficient but small
labour force. I know that in the face
of the Lkeen cumpetition which all
industries are having throughout the
world today, they cannot afford to use
surplus employees. I feel that those
words are not only true but that is one
of the biggest vnioblems to which tne
new form of government should im-
mediately address ifself. The solution
might be found in new industries, hut
that is only true up to a point. I feel
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that the solution is to be found in thne
development of land which that surplus
or growing labotir force can be settled
on and can occupy itself beneficially.
Indeed the sugar industry has, during
the past two or three years, broken
all former records. I say, and as
the hon. the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer has said also, that reflects
the gireatest credit on management and
workers alike. This improvement is in
a large measurc due to improved
methods in the field and factory
activities, and to good relationship and
co-operation between the worker and
the employer.

I would like to refer to what 1
regard as the most important words in
the Budget Statement from the point
of view of the future for those who
would be coming after us in the new
House of Assembiy. I refer to where
the hon. the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer dealt with Budget policy and
general financial considerations. The
words 1 wish to underline are those
which state that —-

“Our need now is to preserve the Col-
ony’s financial integrity and stability and
demonstrate that it is a good risk for the
investment of new capital to promote the
development of its potential resources.”

That need to preserve the Colony’s
financial integrity and political stability
is now. I feel that if the people of thiz
Colony can approach the coming clec-
tions with that in their minds, they
need have no fear whatever of he
future.

Mr. Smellie: I join with other
hon. Members of Council in congratula-
ting the Lon, the Financial Secretarv
and Treasurer on his exceptional Budget,
and I do hope that he will continue to
guide the financial destiny of the Colony
for many years to come. The hon. the
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Financial Secretary and Treasurer hos
his own technique, and I have a faint
suspicion that he goes about it
deliberately, underestimating revenue. 1
think that is the explanation because
what has puzzled me for several years
is, when we get into Finance Committee
and a whole spste of supplementary
estimates come up, they are passed. Yet-
in spite of all these, the hon. the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer is
still able to show a surplus balance. ¥or
this year, the hon. the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer has stated that there
will be a surplus of $771,906. I regard
that sum as being 4 very small margin in
view of the enormous totals of supple-
mentary estimates which come before
the Finance Committee,

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer : I know that Members will not
expect me to reply, but I would like to
say that I wanted to congratulate the
Council on the extremely high level and
tone of the debate. I can say that the
Council has, during that period, risen
to very great heights and I am sure it
can compare favourably with any other
legislative body in this area. I thank
Members for the very kind words of
commendation about me, personally —
words which I accept with humility,
and with a deep sense of pride and
satisfaction. The debate will go down
in record, as one Member has said, not
only as a sort of valediction, but also as
a record of the sentiments, the hopes,
the wishes and the exhortation of Mem-
bers. T beg to move that the second
reading of the Bill be now taken.

The Attorney General : 1 beg io
second the motion,

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

The President: Council] will now
adjourn until tomorrow, Thursday.
February 5, at 2 p.m.
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