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The Hon. W. A. Phang, (North
Western District). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie, (Nomi
nated).

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, (Nomi
nated).

The Hon. W. A. facnie, C.M.G.,
O.B.E. (Nominated).

The Cou'!lcil met at 2 p.m. The Clerk read prayers.

/ The minutes of ,the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, the 30th of 

PRESENT January, 1953, as printed and circulat
ed, were taken as read and confirmed.

The President, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. John Gutch, C.M.G., . . E. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. J. L. Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D. (Acting)

The Hon. the Attorney General.
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

The Hon. the Financial SecrP.tary
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E.

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson,
(Georgetown North).

The Hon. . Roth, O.B.E. (Nomi
nated).

The Hon. G. A. C. -Farnum, O.B.E.
(Nominated) 

The Hon. C t. J. 
(Demerara River). 

, The Hon. D. P. Debidi
Demerara).

ghlan

(Eastern

The Hon. J. Fernandes (George
town Central).

· · The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan, (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. A. T. Peters, (Western
Berbice.)

N ro C 1 ME TS

01''FER OF M CE AND TABLE 

The P · siden : Hon- Members, as
you are aware, provision was included
in the 1953 Draft Estimates for the ac
quisition, subject to Her Majesty's con
sent, of a Mace for the Hou e of As
sembly. am happy to announce that
the Executive Board of Messrs. Book
ers Bro .. McConnell & o. Ltd., of
T .. ondon have very generously offered to
present a Mace to the Colony. Another
generous offer which has been received
is that of the gift of a new table, which
1 ill be required for the Council Cham
ber, from Messrs. Willems Timber and
Trading Oo. Ltd.

The offers are being accepted, and
I am sure that hon. !embers would
wish me to record our grateful appre
ciation of these gifts.

PRESENTATION OF 

REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

The Colonial Secretary (Mr. 
Fletcher, Acting) : I beg to lay on the
table the following · -

The. Rep rt on the Medical Depart
ment 0£ 'British Guiana for the year 1951. 
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the estate including the repair of 
roads · and bridges. If necessary, 
Council will be invited to ap
prove of a supplementary vote 
from public funds to enable the 
main road to be reconstructed 
this year. 

CONFISCATED SOVIET LITERATURE 

Mr. Fernandes on behalf of Dr. 
Jagan asked and the Colonial Secretary 
replied to the following questions:-

Q. 1 - Will Government state whether
222 copies of "Soviet Literature" 
and 534 copies of "Soviet Woman" 
which were imported into the C_oL 
ony from the United Kingdom by 
Dr. Cheddi Jagan and confiscated 
by the Comptroller of Customs 
will be sold to the public? If not, 
will Government state reasons. 

A. - The Honourable Member was, in
formed in reply to his question 
tabled on the 26th September, 195;.:, 

that goods conrfiscated by the Comp, 
troller of Customs for want of 
proper entry are not iall advertised 
for sale before destruction. Section 
188(2) of the Customs Ordina1�cf', 
Chapter 33, which was the Ordin
ance in force in 19512, provided 
inte1· alia that all forfeited goods 
ma.y be sold or otherwise disposed 
of in such manner as the Comp
troller orf Customs for want of 
the usual practice to advertise ::i.nd 
sell all forfeited g,oods except such 
goods as it is undesirable to make 
available for purchase by the 
public. The 222 copies ·of "Soviet 

Literature" rand 5.34 copies of 
"Soviet Woman" were contamed 
in a consignment of books and 
gramophone records which was 
illegally imported into British 
Guiana by the Honourable Mem-
ber in contravention of the Im

ports and Exports Order, 1942, and 
confiscated by the Comptroller of 
Customs. The consignment vvas 
deemed to contain goods unde
sirable for purchase by the pub
lic. 

Q. 2 - In the event that these books will
not be offered for sale, will Gov
ernment state whether they wul 
be destroyed? If so, by what 
means? 

A. The goods were destroyed by of
ficers Olf the Department of Cu$
toms on the 6th October, 19!;,2.
They were burnt,

SUMMARY JURISD£CTI0N (OFFENCES) 

BILL, 1953 

The Attorney General: I beg to 
move the first reading of the Bill in
tituled :-

''An Ordinance further to amend the 
Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) Ordin
ance by increasing the maximum penalty 
that may 'be inflicted in respect of various 
offences of cruelty to animals." 

The Colonia� Se.cretary : I beg to 
second .the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

NURSES & MIDWTVES REGISTRATION 
BILL, 1953 

The Attorney General· : I beg tf> 
move the first reading of the Bill in
tituled: 

"An Ordinance to provide for the Reg
istration of iNurses for the sick and for 
the Registration of Midwives." 

The Colonial Secretary : I beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a fir.:'it time. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL 

The next item on the Order Paper 
was the resumption of consideration in 
Committee of the Rill irttituled: 

''An Ordinance to provide for the import 
and export duties of Customs to be imposed 
upon -certain goods imported and ex� 
ported from the Colony for the importa
tion and exportation of any goods without 
pcl\yment of Customs duty." 

The Attorney General: When the 
Council last dealt with this Bill it waic; 
def erred after the Committee had 
agreed to my request. I had considered 
it desirable, in view of the fact that 
the Select, Committee's· recommenda
tions had been accepted by the CouncH, 
h�t gpportunity �hould be give� t,� 
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"tidying up'' tL Bill. I am afraid th!lt 
as a result of the amendments whicn 
have been made T am not ready to pro
ceed with the Bill today, but I would like 
to infol'm hon. iVfombers that the Cornp·
troller of Customs is now collecting 
taxes on the basis of the Report of the 
Select Committee which has been ac
cepted by this Council. I hope to be 
ready to proceed ·with the Bill shortly. 

1953 APPROPRIATION BILL 

Councii.U resumed consideration of 
the motion for the second reading of 
a Bill intituled-

"An Ordinance to appropriate sup
pli s granted in the current session of the 
Legislative Council." 

The Fina cial Secretary and' Treas

ure1·: In making my Budget address I 
indicated that it was an act of moving 
the second re�ding of ·the Appropriation 
Bill. We then went iuto Finance Ccm
miLtee and have completed the detailed 
examination' of the Draft Estimates, 
and I have tabl d the Heport of the 
Finance Committee. This then is the 
opportunity that Members have to speak 
on the second reading of the Appropri
ation Bill or, in other words, on the 
Budget and all matters connected there
with. Before I move that we go into 
Committee of the onncil to consider 
the Report of the Finance Committee 
and to examine the Bill in detail, I 
suggest that Members take this oppor
tLmity to make any comments they wif:h, 
on the Budge_t as a whole. 

The President: Unless any Mem
ber wi hes to speak on the Budget in 
general, I take it that we will go into 
Committee. 

Dr. Jagan: Sir, I would like to 
make a few observations on the Budget 
Statement of Lhe, hon. the Financial 
Secretary and Treasurer. I have from 
time to time spoken on - the Budget,. 
Statement and, f\o far as I am con
cerned, I do not feel there is a great 

deal to be said except to say that I feel 
that on this occasion a very favourable 
picture has been presented to us of the 
Colony's economy as a whole. The hon. 
the Financial Secretary and 'freasurer 
has given us the same details of the 
Xational Income of the Colony. He 
quoted the figures which were given to 
us some years ago by Dr. Benham and
ha now gi en us some new figures 
whioh are really very good in compari
son with those given to us before. Sir, I 
feel sure tha,t when we get the Report 
of the Economic Mission of the World 
Bank which is now in this Colony, we 
, ould be in a better position to size up 
the whole situation. There is no doubt 
that that is the thing on which we must 
concentrate a great deal. 

I have just come back f r o m 
visiting various -µarts of this Colony 
with the Rice Farmers (Security of 
Tenure) Committee, making investiga
tion and also taking evidence, and. 
wherever we went we found the same 
complaint - the people do not have 
enough land and· what they a:rn 
cultivating is not yielding as much ll.S 
it should. In some parts of the country, 
for instance, in the Mahairony District. 
\V>e were told by the farmers that they 
simply leavr thefr padi in the field 
becau r it was not an economic propo�i
tion to reap those yields. That was the 
sad story we heard, not only in the 
Mahaicony District but in places like 
\,Vestern Berbice. In some cases, where 
the pad· was reaped the yield wa� 
ven· small--6 to 8 bags per acrP. 

If we are to increase the J..'ational 
Income of this Colony, I feel that a 
great deal of effort mus,t be made to 
carry out parti,·ularly the drainage 
and irrigation schemes, one of which 
we are now embarking upon. That is 
the Boerasirie Irrigation Scheme. Th�re 
are other schemes which were inve.sti
gat d by :Mr. Hutchison and which will 
cost a lot of money, and we have been 
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told that we canno: carry them through 
at the moment. I note from a statement 
in your Message, sir, that the Govern· 
:ment is to embark upon the Blocks I 
and II Scheme, Corentyne, now tbat 
Block III •is compl0-ted. But, sir, we have 
to look at this situation very realistically. 

. I remember reading Mr. Hutchison's 
Rep0rt on the Boer1:1sirie Scheme in \i hich 
he mentioned that if all Lhe arable a!id 
fertile lands were to be gi ren oui on 
the basis of 25 acres per family vnth
in 17 years, taking into consideration 
the rapid increase in population, · all of 
it ,vould be taken up. 'l'hat is indeed 
something on which we must fix oni.' 
eyes and ver·y seriously at that, if we 
are. to carry through our plans for lne 
schemes at Blocks I, II and· Ill. For 
instance, in your Message you state, sir, 
that it was certain that Blocks I and 
II would provide an additional acreage 
of 27,000. A few morie thousand acres 
will :be obtained in Block III, but if we 
do not think of c�rrying out the main 
Ganje scheme which wm bring the 
acreage to about half a million acres, 
then I think we are wasting money and 
in the long run the mi!Jions now put up 
for building dams and empoldering he 
lands �ould be simply wasted. 

It is true it is a stop-gap me"sure. 
and possibly the argument is that a 
little is better than nothing at all, but 
we have to look at the problem very 
realistically and 8ce wh ther or not 
we are going to alleviate uffering, 
how many .. persons are going to be 
satisfied, and aiso whether in ·a few 
years to' come we can stand that 
expenditure which may otherwise b� 
considered a waste of money. Pumps 
which have been put into operation 
will have to be removed. It is true that 
we may he ab le to get b k some of 
that money, but a8 far as I ha.ve l)een 
made to understand many of the dams 
which will be built wm certainly become 
absolete when the ma:in Canje scheme 
is ·put th1·ough. These are things which 

are very important to a growin2· coun
try such a8 ours. The salvation of the 
economy of this Colony, as I see it, 1$ 

first and foremost the development of 
our agricultural resources. Having got 
that and having ·ot the national income 
increased tremendously from the fig� 
ures given in 1942 by Dr. Benham, we 
will then be able to cany out the other 
schemes which are necessary for the 
development of this country. 

The ma.nufactul'ing; industries which 
we have heard so much about, and 
the schemes inYestigated by Mr. Case, 
are to be implement�d. At the moment, 
as far as I see it, we are working in 
a vicious circle. We do not have enough 
lands properly drained and irrigated 
and as a result of that, I think, our 
economy is taking a yery serious turn. 
I have heen on the Corentyne, East 
Demera.ra and in the Essequibo Islands 
and have had the ame requests 
everywhere. At one place on the 
Essequibo Coast evidence was adduced 
to the Rice Farmers (Security · of 
Tenure) Committee in the followmg 
strain. "The Government must divide 
up certain areas for pasturage, for 
dairy as well a-s beef cattle and give 
the land out to the people". For a. 
long time we have had sugar as foe 
sheet anchor of the economy of th is 
country and now, apparently, we have 
gone mad on rice. Rice is growin r 

willy-nilly all over· the place. 

I thing Govui1ment ought to give 
very serious consideration to this matter 
of planning onr a Ti ulture, generally, 
because we know that sugar and rice 
are both ess ntial crops. If a man is tu 
make a living out of agriculture, he has 
to so plan his activities that he would 
be fully occupied for the gre ter pa ... t 
of the year. We are not doing th.,,t 
at the moment, and I do not feel th.:t'L 
we will be able within the nea'{' 
future to do very much good for 
the people of fnis Colony unless we 
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ity of farmers, Ufat expenditure would 
be curtailed. 

Take the l\Iedical Ser icea. At the 
moment, most of the expenditure on 
Medical Services is on the curative side 
and not ·the preventive side. We have 
just voted a great deal of money for 
the Tuberculosis Sanatorium. Wb 
have built another Ward to accommo
date 100 beds and the _last report 01' 
the Society for the Prevention of 
rruberculosis states that there are �ti 
patients outside the institution waiting 
to be admitted. We all know that 
tuberculosis is a disease brought about 
iby bad surroundings where 1people ure 
more prone to contract it easily. 
As most of us know, we have people 
living under conditions of ove1r
crowding, and the result is unem
ployment and the trek of people 
from the country to the city, because 
at the moment farming is no longer an 
occupation in which there is any security. 
It is a very hazardous occupation 
at the moment. If the farmer is given 
an adequate amount of land, properly 
drained and irrigated, his income will 
be increased and Government's revenue 
will be_ increased also, and much of 
the expenditure now forming part of the 
Estimates would be ,curtailed. That is 
the way we must look at the develop
ment of the country. Any dernlop
ment which is to take place must, iii 
my opinion, tak<1 place basically on 
agriculture. In that way we will be 
able to pay back our interest and capi
tal cha-rges and no doubt, in the course 
of time, accumulate enough money for 
the further industrial development of 
British Guiana. 

If the Colony's development is to 
be a success---! see it only in one aspect 
of time, accumulate enough money for 
our mineral and timber resources 
-I feel that a great deal of it ,vill
have to come from the produc.tior,. c,f
the soil and, in addition, ther� must be

the material for the setting up of sec
ondary industries. I hope that in t:ne 
coming year we will be able to get the 
necessary capital to put through all 
t,hese major schemes which we have 
been hearing so much about. I also 
hope that when the report ,of the Inte1·
national Bank is submitted to us, we 
vill be told that it is favouraibly di-s
posed to the granting of lo.:1.ns to us 
fo1• the catrying out of these major 
schemes which mean so much to the 
happiness and well-being not only cf 
the people in this Colony but those 
of the West Indies and, inde:ed, of the 
world in general. 

Sir, we know that millions of peopfo 
are starving today all over the world, 
particularly in the over-populated ar·eas 
in the Far East. I think it is criminal 
to allow people to starve when . more 
food can ibe pl'oduced. We have the 
means right here in British Guiana, and 
it is a matter that should be looked into 
from the point of view of humanitarian 
services. I have JUBt read the Report 
of the U.N. Organisation on the food 
situation. When one reads that report, 
one cannot but �0me to the conclusion 
that it is really an alarming state of 
affairs. I feel that there is no neces
sity for this starvation at the mo
ment. I do not believe in the theory 
;of excess population - that so many 
people must be wiped out either by dis
ease or by war or by birth control. I 
do not think all these things are neces-· 
sary. I feel that we are living in a

very advanced and scientific age EJld, 
if we take the experts' adYice I afr1 
sure we would be able to solv•e this very 
serious problem and lay the basis for a 
better society of mankind in general. 

Mr. Debidin: Sir, our approach 
to the Budget E'fatement this year 
.must be quite diff�rent from what it 
was ,in the pa!:-�t four years. vVe 
have now reached a point where we 
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face the future not so much full c,f 
doubt as full of speculation regarding 
the type of progress British Guiana will 
inherit. That progress will depend on 
very many thing.s, and among them is 
the all-important factor which, to my 
mind, is the suitability of our new Con·
stitution. By that I mean, Members 
who will function under it will be 
capitalising what has been done in tl,e 
past and whart ,}Ve will be able to do in 
the futu:r:e. 

We are happy to have had much hope 
in the past four years, and now again 
the Budget shows that we have a sur
plus of nearly one million dollars. That, 
in itself, speaks for the solvency of Brit
ish Guiana. In keeping that state of 
things alive, we have been able to see tfle 
development of British Guiana moving 
a pace. I am happy to re·alize that from 
the bauxite industry the Colony will in
herit suibstantial revenue in the futm·e, 
and that from our mineral and timber re-· 
sources we will also receive a very largt:.: 
income. If rice is put on a sound basis 
and if, as the Hon. Member for Central 
Demerara seems to be so concerned, a11 
is well with the producers of rice in this 
country, I feel sure that the rice indus
try will provide for British Guiana 

, added national income. And so I feel 
that what is needed is a stable Govern
ment under the new Constitution--a 
Government which will be able to con
vince the lnterna.tio,nal Bank Mission 
which is now in our midst, of the value 
of the country in such a way that they 
will assist in its development and 
bring an even greater measure of nation
al income and revenue to the Colony. 
When all that i <lone, feel that the 
sons and daughters of British Guiana 
will inherit future progress and proR
perity. That is the way one has to look 
at it, and in the transitional period we 
must continue to look at the economic 
state of British Guiana's affairs. 

The hon. the Financial Se retary 
and Treasurer has refe red to his 

Budget Statemen'- as a "handing-ove!· ·· 
Staternent. He is right-quite right. 
It i a "handing-over" Statement and we 
should not be too critical of it; as per
haps we have been in the past. It has 
ce1itain aspects which, taken altoget.1.ie1-:, 
are _worthy of mention. And if cer�ain 
very important measures had not 
been looked after and taken care 
of, I feel Bure that the surplus 
might not have .been as much as 
it is. On the question of communi·· 
cation, I feel that British Guiana is in 
_need not only for better eommunication, 
but even more communication. I refer 
particularly to that because I wish_ it to 
be a point for consideration by the Wol'ld 
Bank Mission, sincf. it seems to me that 
if anything require.-; more careful con
sideration by them 1 it is the question of 
communication which is so vital fo1 
the development of British Guiana. Of 
course, I expect that they will consicier 
the very big question of drainage and 
irri'gation, and that they will consider 
also the ques,tion of certain industrial 
developments. As a result of my re-· 
cent studies, and particularly since my 
participation in the vVest Indies Confer
ence in Jamaica last Decemb r, I am 
Pxtremely consciou:-1 of the fart that 
British Guiana eannot depend purely on 
an agricultural economy. It has to 
have, side by side with it and to a large 
<"X'tent sup,portirtg it� industrial develcp
ment. 

I think the hon. lVIember for Cen
tral Demerarta. (Dr. Jagan) refened to 
the Uase Reports. They are neces
sary stepping-stones for consideratlon 
--=- stepping stones to larger consid ra
tion perh�ps-but I foel that in. British 

uiana there are, without going to 
details, great po;::sibilitie.s for industrial 

· development 'in more than one direction.
I feei sure that a careful study of these
matters will reveal the means by which
th population in British Guiana, which
is increasing very fast and to a large P.X

tent most alarmingly, could be absorbed
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I trust tha not only favourable but 
quick con ideration will ·be given to the 
question, whether by way of loan or 
otherwise from the Bank, but that tne�·e 
will be early implementation of whaL 
will be very vita11y necess ry if t:hi'S :part 
of the British Empire i•� to b, really de
veloped. 

The other part of the Budget 
about which I shall not be too 
critical at this stage, relates to 
the que tion of loans for agriculture 
from public funds. I am not quit<� 
s�tisfied that Goviernment could not 
have done much more, especially wlten 
there i a considerable balance� or th8.t 
the loans to the Co.- operative Credit 
Bank could not have been increased from 
$70,000 to $100,000; ·and that for Food 
Production from $100,000 to $200 ,01)0. 
I feel that loans for agricultural per
poses at this time would be "taken up'' 
in the same way--to use an analogy-·
as blotting paiper takes up ink, since the 
people are anxiou.s to embark upon agl'i-
ultural venture·s. I feel that I interp1,et 

the country's peasantry very well wlie11 
I say that they arP a mo t n: r
!)risfog ·people - a pi;ople who are pre
pared to make every venture possible in 
the olony's agricultural <levelopment. 
And because of that, I feel that the 
greatest encouragement ought to be giv
·en to them to take up more land for cu.I

I do endorse what the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara ha' 
said, and we are happy to see that Sfr 
Charles Voolle:v had lso expressed very 
strongly the same po�nt-,that there i 
need for a great0r agricultural p]anning 
econom '· Ther, i� 110 question about 
that. J have alwa:rs cr.iticized our Ag
riculture Department for-not siho, in ,. a 
greater realization of this aspect. 
I feel that with the enterprise of 
the people, Gov..ernment should grant 
them more loans- in order that· they 

might be better bk o reap the required 
benefits in many district of the 'colony. 
We know that the Loan Bank is being 
beseiged, but there is a limit to 
such assistance under the Loan Bank 
Ordinance. Because of the wry 
stringent local reqnire .euts of security; 
th pe ple are automaticall debarred 
from , pproaching tha source to obtain 
loans. 

Furth�r, while it i true that 
Government ha,s recommended an i.n
crea e of the total loan relat;ng 
to Food Production from $100,000 
to $200,000, I feel that is a Department. 
to which a considerabl larger um 
should have been granted and made 
avaiJahle to the peop]e .and so bring more 
adv1antage to the Colony. It is some
thing which ought not to be very 
difficult and even now, at this stage, 
Government can take up the matter of 
such an increase. 1 feel that it is im
portant that there should be a revision 
of the buying price of foodstuffs in the 
Colony. Un1eiss that is done a great 
deal of di: courage.ment will be given to 
the peopl1e and more than that, tho,se who 
hy forre of nee ssit must go in for 
farming, will suffer loss in their .produc
tion. 

I do tru"'t that those concerned, 
whether it be tl t� Ad· isory Committee 
o the. new Rice Development Company
or the Rice Mark ting Board of
British Guiana, ,vou]d givie serious
thought to the. early rev1s10n of
prices o a to meet the coming crop
which will not find us in this Council.
When that crop 1s reaped and the new
prices come int ef feet, this Council
will be out of exhltence and there will
be a new Legislature. Nevertheless, I
voice that opinion today in th interest
of the people who wili reap their crop
in the latter part of t'hiis y ar. They
are now engaged in actual cultivation,
and this is the time, to my mind, when
some encouragement should � given to
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ernment has been handling the finances 
of this Colony. If their feeling is t1w .. 
it has not been done in the right way, 
I feel sure they must autom:atfoa'1ly have 
the rem€dy for t�e future. If they f e<·.l 

. it is a good pattern, theJ.?. they would 
keep it. Whatever it is, we are going 
forward in the future. I am very 
hopeful of the future, s/tanding on the 
threshold of the new and the demise o t 
the old Council. 

I look upon the work that has 
been done by this Council in steer
ing the financial affairs of this Colony 
as one not without some merit, ,and one 
that has been r,roductive of much, 
even if it has not measured UIP to what 
several Members would want it to be. 
Like the hon. the Finandal Secretary 
and Treasurer, ,I would say that we ·n 
British Guiana have a future and thut 
with our resources, financi,al and other
wise, we have great scope for ·planning 
and development. In so saying, I can 
only hope as one nf the out-going Mem
bers of this Council, for great develop
ment and prosperity in the future. 

Mr. Fernandes : It is indeed a 
pleaisure at the end of my term of office 
in this Council to be wbLe to pass nut 
leaving the finandal situation of . Rrit
ish Guiana in a 3').mevlhat bett('r condi
tion than it was when I came five year� 
ago. The conclusion in the hon. the 
Financial Secretary's Budget Address is 
one which merits repeating and I am 
going to repeat it once more so a.3 to 
hav · it put on record. It reads thus: 

"This Council will bequeath to the 
new Government and Legislature a sound 

Financial structure in which ther,e should 
be room for manoeuvre and scope for 
planning with, we hope, the technical ad-
rice and means by which sound plans 
may be framed and carried into execu
tion. We of this Council shall do more 
Ulan this: we shall :pass on to our sue-

cessors our own abiding faith in the future 
of this country cmd, with that faith, a 
prayer that with God's blessip.g and 
guidance aU things ma,y be so ordered as 
t� lea� to the happine�s and pr�erity 
of all its people.'' 

British Guiana is facing a new 
Constitution. We need large sums of 
money for dev,elopment work of one 
kind of another. Where we will get the 
money from will depend largely on w11:...t 
happens three months from now at our 
G-ene.ral Election. N,o on.e would invest
money in a business or in a country
except he is satisfied tha,t it is going to be
properly run, thal the persons in whose
hands lies the guidance of the destinies of
that business or country are capable or
doing the job efficiently, and are honest
and sincere in their efforts to see that
every opportunity w,hich presents itself
for the betterment of the country

is grasped and not allowed to slip
by. The time which Members of tl.,is
Council can afford to devote to playing
to the gallery will come to an end on tne
27th of �pril when the new Council
will :be elected. After that, respons
ibillity will lie fairly and squarely
on the shoulders of those whom the
good people of British Guiana de,
cide to place into this Council uuder
the new Constitution. If they place the
:right people, then I have no doubt that
British Guiana will go on from strength
to strength, while the economy of the
people will improve and their standard
of living will go up.

Of course, in any business 1whatt�ver 
a lot depends not only on. the mau
agement but on the workers themselv�J. 
We see that in ordina1y commercial 
life certain businesses that are thriv
ing and prngres�dng, use the most 
modern means to produce whatever they 
are producing. We fi�d that those very 
progressive businesses also pay high 
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wages a'nd still are able to ake money. 
They are able to do that because of 
their efficient management in the first 
place, and because· of the loyalty and 
the desire of those who work for them 
to improve their own condition, re2.l
izin2" th t giving of their best is 
the ::mrest means of improving their 
condition. 

After having serred here for fiye 
years, I find that I have been able to 
fulfil eyeryone of my pre-election prom
ises with the possible exception of one, 
and that one is that I would try as far 
as possible to see that sufficient prim
ary schools are made available for eve1·y 
child of school··going ,age. 'I did 
try as hard as possible, but our popula-· 
tion is increasing so rapidly that it has 
not been found possible to keep up ·with 
it, and therefore at the present moment 
we are still slightly behind hand in oui· 
school accommodation. But I am sure that 
every Member of this Council will 
agree with me when I say that the posi
tion in regard to our primary schools 
is very much better today than it was a 
few years ago. We have had a terrific 
amount of s,chool building operatfons. 
and eyen though the position ha�� 
not come up to expectation I 
am not ashamed of ,vhat has been done 
in_ those five yea�·s. 

I have listened very carefully to 
the two hon. Members who spoke befo1e 
me, and I am just going to romment 
shortly on one or two of the remarks 
they made. The hon. ::\1ember for Cen
tral Demerara (Dr. Jagan) said that 
British Gui. na has gone "ri · mad.'' 
There is one thing that can send British 
Guiana "rice mad", and that is when 
:rice is a paying proposition. :N'o group 
of pe ·sons would go mad :ifter the in
duf:ltry if there is continuous Joss of 
money in producing that article. ever
theless, .the hon. Member for East<•rn 
Demer�ra ( fr. Debidin) came behind 

the hon. Member and said that while 
l'ice is not a payable proposition the 
people are forced to produce it. I am 
bringing the two statements together. 

There is one thing I was very pleased 
about and that is, they both agreed that 
the world is very hungry and that the 
people of the world need lots of food. 
'I'hey both agreed also that rice is 
perhaps the most needed article of 
food by the mil1ions of people in 
the East that the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara referred to. 
That being so, I am sure eve!:y
one will agree that if we con
centrate on the production of rice to the 
detriment of cattle on our coa tland, WP 

would be doing nothing more than what 
is our duty. Cattle can be reared b 
other parts of British Guiana-in the 
interior-without any difficulty. 

Of course, there is always the ques
tion as to whether cattle can pay for 
the breaking in of entirely new land�, 
and for having those lands drained and 
empoMered, etc. I am not going into the 
details in respect of that, because I main
tain that cattle can pay for the break
ing in of new lands, but not by using the 
system which we ::ue accustomed to using 
here ever since I can remember. Th'7 
syetem we use here, as everyone knows, 
is this: You have 100 acres of land and 
you just put the ·attle on it ; when the 
rains are fa1ling the pasturage is good 
8.nd the cattle look well but in the drv 
3eason the g-ra�8 dries up and the 

cattle starve to death. Running on that 
system, I am sure, it would be impos
sible fo� anyone to e,xpand the cattle in
rlustry economically, but if it is run 011 

up-to-date methods whereby pasturage 
is cultirntrd and minerals placed in the 
soil, and so on, I have no doubt whateve1· 
that ·we would 'be able to produce all the 
beef required for British Guiana artll 
perhaps the Britis·h ,Vest Indie�, withnnt 
any very serious difficulty. 

I have alway maintained in thii; 



, 

3621 Appropriation LEGISLATIV!l: COUNCIL. Bill, 1959 3622 

Council and I do maintain today, that 
the future prosperity of British Gui
ana depends very largely on the success 
or failure of its agriculture. I feel 
certain that if we are to achieYe pro
gress, whoever is responsible for the 
Government of the future will have t 
pay far more attention than is being 
paid presently to our agricultural pro
ducts. Other industries are also need
ed, but one must always bear in mi.nd 
that no industry can be really succe�s
ful and play a very important part ex
cept the country in which it is plaeetl 
provides a large portion -of the raw mat
edals ncces,sary for that industry. 

It is no use putting _up plan� 
to make needed goods if we han to 
depend on elsewher,e for the raw mater
ials. If we can grm the cotton here 
to make the yarn, then ·we can have all 
the cotton good� required made here. 
If we cannot, it is not going to be pro
fitable after we have gone to the ex
pense of putting up mills, as they are 
likely to be out of supply of raw mat
erials or the price demanded for the 
raw materials may be so high as to 
make the running of that industry nn
profitable. 

There is just one little serious dis
appointment that I have had during my 
term of office. an� that is, I have been 
unable to get any t·:xtension of the ver:,0 

small quantity of roa-ds we have in 
British Guiana. I have been instru · 

mental, however, in getting Government 
to decide to put down a short strip of 
road from the end of the Corentyne Road 
to Crabwood Creek-about 4 to 5 miles 
- to enable a rice-growing area to

be brought into the Skeldon area. If we
did not get that done, it would have
meant havi.ng to tran port all that
area's produce by water, and anyone
who knows the Corentyne River knows
only too well that from the time the,
crop comes in around October-..:_-o rem
ber, that -river becomes very rough and

remains so for quite a long time, until 
Easter. It would have meant providing 
crafts to do this hit of transportation. 
That is all I was able to get in respect

of roads. 

It fa very regrettable that tho�e 
who have gone before me did not see .fit 
to try to ext nd our roadwa rs by at least 
20 miles a year. But I am not ·urpnsed 
that they did not succeed even if they 
had tried, because I tried and did not 
succeed. � t the moment our interior is 
being open d up by air transport. That 
is good, but only for comparatively me
diL1m and hi h-pric cl arLicles. The low
priced articl s cannot be produced in 
the interior and· brought to the Coast 
conomically. rrhat means that until 

we can get road communication we 
will haYe to forg t the possibility of 
producing anything lse in the interior 
but medium and high-priced goods. 

I "·as very pleased during my in
,·estigation of the Budget to find that 
Government has at last realized that 
our Youth Organizations need far more 
assistance than they got in the past. 
There are other sources of youth train
ing in the world today that arc working 

contrary to our democratic way o.f think
ing; they absolutely do not need Govern
ment finance because, daresay, they 
know where they ca get their finance 
from. I have had the privilege and 
pleasure of working with Youth Or
ganizations, and I know that it is very 
difficult to do the necessary wo1·k so 
that our youths can be brought up law
abiding and respectable - without the 
haibit of using indecent language in 
public places and without the tendency 
to do wrong things which are largdy 
responsible for the increase in crime. 
, hich the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara was very careful to mention 
a while ago. 

1 think � that is a step in 
the right direction, and I hope ,tho�e 
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fil that. That is why I maintain tr.at 
drainage is more important than irriga
tion. We can veryi well depend on 
natural irrigation. 

Speaking on irrigation a11d drain
age, I have seen the Government of 
this country very severely criticized 
vvhen there were .floods which cau.,ed 
some losses to the poor people. Perhap 
some of the criticisms were justi·
±ied, but I wonder if Members rea
lize that even '\vith our poor drainage 
how safe we are. For the past fev, days 
e,·ery news bulletin and every newspaper 
has been mentioning an increasing 
number of persons who haYe lost their 
lives in floods, hundrC:'ds of square-miiles 
of farmlands having been devastated 
through floodingH; and that happened 
in some of the most up-to-date ountrie' 
in the world. There has been loss of 
lives in England, in France and it! 
Holland particularly, and p1""actically 
throughout Western Europe. That only 
goes to show that when we have 
our little flood troubles here from 
time to time, we should realize that we 
could have been worse off. At the 
same time, we must put our shoulders to 
the wheel and lend Government all the 
assistance we can in order to prevent 
the same serious trouble in the futu ·e. 
We have many new iprojects on· the 
coastlands which Government hopes wrn 
mak<: thousand of acres of land avaH
able for cultivation. 

But again, sir, before I come to the 
end of my term of office here I would like 
to remind Government that it should 110t 
neglect the lands on the banks of our 
rivers. Every day I see signs that these 
lands can produce what some people 
may think impossible. I have been 
doing a very small· amount of exp·eri
nienting myself, in order to satisfy 
myself that ou� river lands will 
respond to up-to-date methods of 
pa turage, as e11 as those in an · 
country in the world, not excluding 

New Zealand. I have been told se eral 
times that I have New Zealand on my 
brain. Maybe, being one who has 
always been a farmer at heart, even 
though conditions do not permit me to 
take it up as a livelihood. It 
needs a large amount of capital, which 
I do not have, to break in land, 
and I ha.ve too iarge a family to 
take a chance in going in for very 
much pioneering work. But I hope in 
the not too distant future to do some 
pioneering work myself, and I shall en
rnurage my children to tr,v it 1before t�ey 
tart on the se.rious side of life, 

that is, the raising of a family. I hopr-
that in future "overnment woulcJ 
make more and m,:,re facilities available 
to ven-one who wants to 1 ave the City 
and return to the i;-rnd. 

During the fast five years there 
has been, undoubtedly, a flow of persons 
coming into the City from off the land iv· 
the country. It has had a very s�r,i
ous effect. Only this morning I hap
pened to be sitting on a Committee: 
examining applications for employment 
as Nurses at the Almshouse, and I wa 
not surprised when I was told that 
at least 200 applications per month 
are received for approximately two 
or three jobs a year. By that, Gov
ernment hould see that the unemploy-
ment problem, particularly amung 
girl leadng school, is a very difficult 
one, a.pd I hope. one that the new Gov-
rnment Ministe!.·s the Minister 

of Labour and perhaps the Min
ister of Social w-elfare - will f iP.d 
means of getting these girls some em
ployment. The hon. the Financial 
Secretary and Treasurer can bear me 
out when I say that there is one section 
of the Social Welfare Department which 
I have alway .. supported very strongly. 
t have done so under its present s;vstem 
and I will alway. do so as long as it re
mains, and that is the section dealing 
with Cottage Indus ries. 'J'hey a-re 
doing a ,-er fiije job in enabliiig the 
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young people of the countryside to 
make things like jellies and other pm
ducts which are readily sold in t.he 
City and which, I have no doubt, will 
find a reasonably good export market. 
That is th one branch of the Social 
Welfare Department I would like to sec 

reased several times. I daresay ,. ·P. 

hav to move slo,.vly, but I must admit 
that overnment has sometime mo ed 
too slowly to my liking. 

Only today, in, the reply to my 
questions, Governm·ent stated that Uw 
transport of land at Campbelldlle , ill 
b� done soon, or words to that e:ff ect. 
That was told to me in this Council 
yery nearly a year ago. It does not 
take us an further. The p ople in 
Campbellville are no wiser. " s soon as 
possible" may mean a month or five 
years. because it is as soon as possibl<1 
b�- anybody els.._. hut Government. nd 
Government may not find jt possible to 
do things as early as other people. l 
do hope that is something that will be 
achieved before this ouncil passes out 
<'f offiee, ari.d that the people of Camp
bellville will have the opportunity of 
owning their lob; hef ore 19,!)3 comec:; t0 
a close. 

rr hope also . that th roads w i1, 
be greatly improved between now 
and then. There is no question about 
it, they are in a shocking s,tate 
::ind vith the recent exC'essive rains the 
position has not been made any easier. 
According to Government's reply the.

money received from the rent of the 
lots will be spent on the road but if we 
have to ·wait on the receipt of that 
money before it j� spent on. the roads, 
one ('an well see that those roads are 
not likelv to be done before some time 
in the middle of the year. I hate to think 
what thf'fr condition would be by then, 
if what is allowed--

The 'y i 11ancial Secretary --an Treas
urer: Will the hon. Member allow 

me? It is true in that answer it is aid 
that the money received from the rents 
will be devoted to the maintenance and 
upkeep of the estate including the re
pair of roads and bridges, but that does 
not mean that the Department concerned 
will wcdt for the a<-t.nal cash to be in hand 
to do the work. s a matter of fact, 
tlw money is provirled in the Estimates 
so that the Department will be able to 
get ahead and spend money on the neces
sary work without actuall. waiting to 
get the money in cash from the rents. 

Mr. Fernand s: I thank the hon. 
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer 
very much. He has eased my mind: be
cause I had promised the people very 
nearly a year ago to do everything pos
sible to get the 'roads fixed. I have made 
every effo1t at my disposal to get them 
cton and I am revlly a little bit disap
pointed that more has not been done. 
I really expected some money to be 
spent some time last year out of last 
year's revenue. 

Mr. Farnum: At this juncture may 
I just rise to make an explanation? 

Mr. Fernandes: I am on the floor. I 
lea e the matter with that assuriance of 
Governm<'nt that everything will be put 
in order and 1 hat th se people'� suffering 
wi11 1be put to an end. As this is the last 
tim1: I will have the opportunity to speak 
on the Budgiet when nearly everything 
that is nec·essary can be said, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
the Administration for the many acts 
of kindness it has shov.rn to me 
in respect of matters which I have h!Cl.d 
occasi n to bring forward. I would not 
like to end on a wrong note, but I do 
not think Member of this Council are 
always given the treatment which thPy 
should he given. Now, sir, over a year 
ago I moved a motion in thiR Council. 
It went through without division. I w2.s 
gjven a s·eries of :-issurances that it would 
be gone into righta\ ·ay. The simple 
question I asked ··vas ", 'hBt is Governw, 
ment's intention on this matter?'' We 
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all know that in February we got an 
answer which had nothing to do with 
the motion which was passed more than 
a year a.go. I ref er to the motion calling
�or an mcrease in the fee for a lo!'ry 
hcence between the Berbice and th<> 
Demerara riv:ers. 

· ' 

I know that great hardship is 
being experienced by the rice industr...
becau:se nothing has been done sin�e 
then. I happen to know that the Ad·· 
visory Committee to the Authoritv 
which deals with this matter decided by 
a .majority decision that the motion 
should be implemented. Yet we find that 
over a year after the motion was unan-

. imously passc>d nothing ha been done. 
That i1s not good enough. It . does appeal 
that the motion which was moved 
1-w me and fu1ly debated, was so mm.:�1 a
waste of time. I think ·it -is only proper
that h�n. Memibers of this Council should
try to work in accordance with the
Rules of the Constitution. Government
shouaa know that when certain hon.
Members of this !Council ask certain
quest.ions, they have a very good idea
of what the an wers would be. I am
very disappointed to find that Govern
ment aftE>r a year. and one month and
in reply to a. question relating to tr.n.t
motion, has made a statement which is
not absolutely correct and whirh tended
to mislead hon. Members.

I shall soon. pass out of this Coun
cil, and do not know whether I win Qe 
here under the n-ext Constitution. But J 
know that I am not going to be a1ble to 
work in this Council after the end of 
Februan·, as I have previously given 
notice that I arii' .g·qing to app}y'for s me 
leave. If I ·do not,:�r wiU not be able to 
work at my best for this Council and 
the variou Go ;,?rnment ommi.ttE'es 
plus my own. busine. s, ·a,nd-at the ,"'.iTih'. 

time carry on m.,r e]e tion campaign-
a vital serxfce which I o"Ye to the peopfo 
and .. t��ir interest. M:v health will go anrl 
per haps I may, not be able to serve in 
l . • . . . 

the future as well as the people would 
like me to. I cannot pass out with

it letting Go,vemment know at least 
th when these things are done they 

qui,te wrong. 

Mr. Luckhoo: A few yea:·s ago, in· 
thi very Council Chamber when I ,was 

st admitted, I remember referring to 
the Budget Speerh and quoting from 
Burke: "To ,t:ix and to please no more 
than to love and be wise is not given to 
man . . . " I little thought then that 
occasion would have arisen for me 
to rise and admit that this quota
tion had proved false. This iis an oc
casion when we may s,ay that the hon. 
the Financial Secretary and Treasurnr 
has pleased us, and pleased the tax pay
ers and everylbod_y in his statement of 
taxation for 1958. Sir, in the historv 
of the Colony thjs Budget declaratio�, 
I venture to suggest, will stand out, fer 
all time as:· a singular instrument of the 
prosperity and the economic stability 
of the country. In this -Budget address. 
we find not only that there is no increai:,ed 

· or new taxation, but that we actua,llv
have a remission of taxation.

J; haw· endea.voured to find out 
whether there has been any other perfod 
in the history of the Colony when any 
Financial Secretary ever px:esented a like 

. Budget which contained these particular 
features-no increase in ta:xiation and 
additional benefit jn remission. I am 
told a11thoritatively, sir, that that ha� 
never been done, and that this 

, Bndget "is 'sing-uhn in that tespect. 
I .thin� . we all ,vm join in congra
tulathig our Fin:-mcial Secretary and 
Treasurer most heartily on this Budge·�. 
It will sta.nd out for ?,'ll time as 
an instrument recording the prosper�ty 
and ·the economic stability_ of the 
Q9Jony. The hon. the Finandal Secretary 
and ···Treasurer h2s referred to u� 
abiding faith in the future of this 

Colony. ·one does not have to look far 
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to find that, because in this ve:ry 
survey of what the Colony has done 
during 195·2, we find progress .all along 
the line - progress which can only 
mean the advancement of the country. 

Let us examine some of the realm�1 
within which th\?re has been th is 
progress. In bauxite the export was 
a matter of some 2.3 million torn; 
which, ,if I remember correctly, included 
144,000 · tons of calcined ore. T'hat 
showed a remarkable increase as com -
pared with 1951. ln the rice crop the 
yield was a matter of 70,000 tons- �1 

very effective increase_ as compared 
with 1951. ln timber and lumber ther1.; 
was a record production of 4.5 million 
cubic feet, as compa1·ed with 3.8 million 
cuJbic feet in 195-L All along the line 
we see progress recorded in production, 
thus opening the door to the Colony's 
future. Let us go c.n further to sugar. 
For example, we find thaL there has been 
an increase from 217,000 tons in 1951 
to a matter of 242,000 in 1952. The 
target set was only. 230,000 tons and 
that was estimated to be a record high 
level. 

But, sir, if I may, I wo.uld tak� 
this opportunity to make mention of 
something which I have said before ami 
which I would like to reiterate here. 
Some 30,000 sugar workers are today 
en.foying benefits they never before 
enjoyed in this Colony. They a1�e e,xp·er
iencing a new lease on life and earning, 
sizeable sums, but H is very upset
ting to find people deliberately mis-stat
ing the case for the stwar workers with 
respect to the receni focreases, su.ch as 
we s•a-w in a publication today in ont' ·of 
the daily newspap•�rs. .Sir, it is di �ap
pointing that I have today to ma1ce men
t · on of this distortion· of facts with re
pect to the increa�w� gr nted by the Su
gar Producers AR. ociation, after negotia
tfons lasting some weeks with the 
Trade Unions bargaining on behalf of 
the ,Yorkers. 

It was estimated that there should 
be a matter of some $1 million extra 
coming in.to the pool, so to spt!ak, be
ca use of the increase in the price of 
sugar. That increase would only take 
care of some 160,000 tons, and the re
mainder of the ,sugar would have to be 
sold at competitive prices irt a market 
in which the price has dropped. C011-

sequ,ently, that would affect the gross 
total increase. The. whole of that a
mount of $1 million has been handed 
over by the employers to the workers 
in the Su.gar estates. I hold no brief 
for the employers but, neverthelesR, 
whenever there __is an act of that kind 
which, to my mind, is an act of ge11er� 
osity for the co-operation of the work· 
ers beciause of satjsfaction and loyaltr 
in service, I must mention it. 

Yet, today we .find in the newspapers 
the statement tha,t the Sugar Producers 
would not be called upon to spend one 
penny of that mon�.r, when in fact they 
have given the whole sum over tc> the 
wotker1s. I will go even further. Be
cause· in. the fall of the sugar market 
and because the increase was not only 
affecting the wages earned per-· 
week, but also all the bonuses, every .. 
thing also ·went up and it means that 
the Sugar Prorlucers will almost 
probably be called upon to push theh 
hands into their pockets and meet the 
deficiency of amounts s,pent in excess 
of that $1 million in wages. 

I mention that because credit 
must be given where it is due and 
whatever might have been said· about 
the past, the Sugar Producers are

making a conscientious effort to help the 
workers .. That does not reflect my per.

sonal opinion, but the opinion of work
ers. And that reminds me that I re
ceived a letter from a factory worker 
at B1airmont-I would like with your 
permfssion, sir, to read one or t,rn. 
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short sentences of that letter-in 
which the worker said: 

''Since our. great ancestors came to
British Guiana it is more than a hun¢lxed 
yea.rs, and never )!1 the history ,of �lair
mcint have ·workers got such benefit5 as 
that they are receiving today. The work
ers are very proud of the way they are 
experiencing and enjoying the blessings 
they are getting out of the sugar estates." 

These remarks came from the 
people who are wo,rking in the in�ustry. 
and since they received their bonuses 
-at the end of the Year. They have begun
to realize that it pays dividends to worl
for the prosperity of an industry,
because in that prosperity their own
prosperity must necessarily be reflected.

Let us move off from the _sugar 
industry in which there V\;ere tangible 
increases. Gold during 19G2 showed an 
increased productfon of some 5,000 
ounces more than in the preceding year. 
Again our external trade was some $170 
million. This showed an increase of 
$47 million over 1951. That $170 mil
lion was made up of· imports - $8S 
million and ,exports ___, $82 million, in
cluding some $13 minion for machinery. 
This is a very significant sum, w.hen 
one realises tha·.; machinery corning 
into this Colony is very necessary for 
the proper development of the Cokny -

Sir, in complimenting the hon, the 
Financial Secretary and Treasurer, one 
has to compliment the Administration 
as ·a whole for handing over to the new 
Council such E-tability and a sP.t
up whereby· the,y might start with a 
plus and not with a neg,ative sign 
to their credit. ·This is a time when 
hon. 1\!embers are allowed the freedom 
of making i::andom excursions from one 
subject to another, and if I may be per
mitted to make certain observations in 
respect of certain Departments, I would 
wish to take this opportunity to do so. 

Critically, sir, the Medical Department 
is one which I feel ha not come 
up to iexipectation. Our hospital in 
Georg,etown, to my mind, present3 a 
problem which has not been tackled 
successfully. For a long time - one heard 
of the pew Surgical . lock. Whether it 
is s,till an idea or something in esse I 
do not know, but what we look forward 
to is to hearing that the .idea has been 
implemented. 

The setting up of this new 
sur,gical block· is . something which 
could be done withdut 'any enormous ex
pense. A-gain, the -vrnrd called the V.D. 
Ward.· is no,w wedged between two other 
surgical wards having regard to their 
relation to infectious diseases. All th� 
patients with nou--infectious diseases 
use the same lavatories and other re
quirements and conv�niences as those 
with infectious aiseases. This was 
brought to my attention while I wa::, 
maki;ng some enquiries into the admm
istration 'and I found that nothing had 
been done about it. In - addition, where 
there are infectious dis,eases which 
should be kept apart and which the 
doctors have so recommended, one finds 
no physical features of segregation but 
a mere lettering on the wall which di
vides one sec�ion f�·om another, as if 
the bugs had reached such a state of 
intellectual advancement as not· to cross 
from the infectious to the non-infectiou::\ 
s ction, because of the difference in the 
lettering of the . wards. Surely physical 
separation is a necessity and shouid 
be observed. 

Under the Head "Law Officers,'' I 
would wish to pa ·1 a personal - ano 
I feel the whole Council wi:ll agree ·with 
me - tribute and thanks to the hon. 
the Attorney General for the indefatig
able services he rendered during last 
year and at all times, and particularly 
in th� year, 1952 when a record number 
of Bills. and other legislation were pass
ed in this very Chamber. It is his 1·1:-
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sponsibility to �ee that Bills are 
brought before us here so that leg:s-· 
lation might be enacted, and he has done 
excellent work which reflects his in-' 
dustry. Sir, his is a position in this 
Colony which t cannot essay to fill. 
It must be a most difficult position 
to be d e a 1 i n g with the busine�s 
of the Legislative Council and at the 
same time to be head of the Legal De
partment. N everthelcss, for the purpos•� 
of the records I would like to know how 
many Bills were passed during last 
year. I do know, sir, that in labour 
legislation the number of Bills wa� a 
record one, and I feel that the total of 
all Bills pres·ented in 1952 mus consti
tute an all-time record. 

Then, sir there are other Depart
ments which contribute to the smooth and 
efficient running of the ma,chinery of 
Government. If I may be J)ermittP.d, 
I desire to express a very high 
and strong personal regard for ycu, 
sir, as our President. I may cite 
one ·instance which I shall always 
recall with much feeling - your 
deep concern at the time· when the
Berbice Company was closed down and 
when hundreds of families were leift al
most in a pos,ition of being stranded mo 
miles up river, away from the town of 
New Amsterdam. I remember approach·· 
ing Your Excellency and receiv,ing your 
most sympathetic hearing and earnest 
consideration, followed by ,vour ready ac
tion. Sir, it was ::it your instance th�t a 
ship, within a matter of a day, left 
Georgetown and. brought those families 
down to New Amsterdam. I went to meet 
them and saw the wives, husbands, and 
children and they alil asked me to ex
press the one thought which I did in 
public, and that was to say thanks and 
to express their deep gratitude to Your 
Excellency for your deP-p conc·ern and 
your ready assistance. 

8ir, the progres3 of this Colony lies not 
only in the future but in the ,present b2-
cause, as the hon. Member for George-

town Central has 8aid, what is going· to

happen within thC! next few weeks l\.'ill 
det rmine v ry larg;ely just how rapw 
our advancement would be. I have 
sufficient faith to believe that, irre
spective of what the results · are, this 

country will still keep on plodding forward 
and onwards to a more speedy progress. 
That would only be, however, if ·a 
sane, reasonable and sensible Gov
ernment is returned at the corning 
elections. Sir, i,t seems to me faat 
the people of the country, the workers, 
are getting wise to what the pos.ition- is. 
I ·hope that I am right. 

It seems to me that a year a.go 
there was more confu·sicm in their 
minds, but today a very powerful 
blow has ,been struck against those 
who are disorganising society and 
that blq,w has been a telling one.' lt has 
been so telling that within recent days, 
in an effort to resuscitate the group 

· and build up Dutch courage, those inrli
viduals have been seen wearing red
berets and flaming red ties, and button�
holes bearing Stalin's picture. I have
seen that with my uwn eyes. It is curiou�.
to know that the individuals who are
wear,i,ng this very 'fLambuoyant dress
and other "question mark'' decorations,
are tlw very individuals who nea.rly al
wa,YS resort to a �ertain amount of per
sonal violence to create a state of dis�
order.

So, sir, I say in all seriousness
that the future oue faces is a future
which is bright and which is attrart
i ve. Like the honourable the. Financial
Secretary and Treasurer, I feel tha.t
in this country there is a future. I
think I should me:qtion this: When
I was in Trini.dad recently, while speak
ing· to one of the Ministers there I
was asked what British Guiana pro
duces. I was making mention of a 
few things in reply when he said to 
me "I a,gree with you but you omit 
one of your best productions." ''That 
is what?" I retorted, and he replied 
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"Not 'what\ but 'who'." I then $aid 
"That is who?" and he replied "That 
is you·r Financial Secretary". !hat 
was saM in Trinidad about six months 
ago. Like Sir Charles, I have abound
ing and abiding faith in the futm-.e. 

I feel I share the opinion of the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
(Mr. Fernandes) that the people them
selves will begin to realize and con
tinue to realize that whatever words 
have been spoken are merely spoken, anu 
whatever promises are made re
main, very simply, promises. It is what 
is done that matte1�s; it is what one 
achieves that matter�. When they 
look and see what has been achieved 
for this Colony -- the progr,ess mad•; 
with bauxite, rice, timber, · "lumber, 
sugar ·and gold over the past ye�r-then. 
s.ir, they must surely apprecfate that 
it is a step-up whi.ch will inspire con
fidence. And from .confidence there must 
necessarily come a future and the fur
ther progress of our country. 

Sir, there is much more I can say, 
but I propose to tak.e my seat. I would 
like however, once again as ·a very 
small, very insignificant and very 
humble member of the community, to say, 
-like the hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, like yourself, sir, and like
those of us ·w::i.o have stood for
�ard for the stability of this country,
- that this country has a great and
prosperous future if those who are to 
control its destiny are not misled by 
those whose main purpose and-aim are to 
create disorder and confusion. Sir, it has 
been often termed as "witch hunting". 
It is not. Day after day one sees tan
gible and yet more tangible signs of 
foreign influence :attempting to dom
in.ate and control our country. Sir, it 
has been held against me that I stood 
forward and brought up the mo�ion 
for the suppression .and keeping out 
of subversive literature. I say I do 
wish it will go further. 

I wish that in this country we <;uul� · 
outlaw Communism, because it is only ::� 
cho·colate-coated poison which is· 
�erved lip · in small doses to bring 
about the doom and subjugation of thi:
country. Let thos·e who · believe irJ. 
that particular· i�eology go to Russia. 
Why did not those men who were sen
tenced iu the U.S.A. for communist1c 
activities, when offered the opportun
ity to go to .Rus8ia as an alternative 
to going to prh;on, take it and io 
there? No; they refused; they did not 
wish to go back to Russia. One can be 
a Socialist or a LE�ftist as much as 
possible, but as far as I ·am concerned I

am prepared to support any such rea..
sonable thought or action ,against for
eign domination, or Red domination, .o�. 
influence ?f the Gomintern co:Q}ing into

our country: I s,peak for myself. I am 
prepared to fight aga,inst them, and I 
say in all sincerity that I. wish that 
something could he done in this Legis
lature, some legislation enacted, to 
outlaw communism in this country. 
When that ha1ppens, another blow will 
hav9- been struck for the good of man
kind. 

Mr. Farnum: In a few months' 
time this Government will ·b� handing 
over, and I think it will have every 
satisfaction in knowing that it is hand
ing ove,r to what I may term its suc
ressors, a country whose finances arc 
absolutely sound. I think the Gov
ernment must feel very pleased about 
it. I would 

0

l•ike to associate myself with 
what the hon. the Financial Sec
retary and Treasurer has said, be
cause in his position· as Financial 
Adviser to the Government, I know 
he has put checks on Government 
in ,certain directions, and I think 
he must feel very proud that he is able 
to hand over the finances of the coun· 
try in such a sound eondition. I do 
not think it is necessary to say any
thing further in respect of the Bud
get because, after all, the new Gov
ernment will be takinK" charge and will 
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they have no technical staff and 
no equipment to do it. I know, 
as a matter of fact, that they tried 
to get the Public Works · Depart
ment to lend them their equip-· 
ment but were i.msuceessiful, as th� 
Public Works Department had their 
own work . to perform and could not 
spare their equipment. The nnl�r 
solution i�, to create a local authority 
at Campbellville and let the people, 
through the local authority, borrow the
money from Gov�rnment and see wha ... 
it costs to build roads. 

Dr. Jagan : Can the hon. Mem
ber tell us what the price is ? 

Mr. Peters: It is well for us in the 
life of this Council to take the opportuni-· 
ty of ex:amining ourselves in the light o r 

the !I)ath we have trodden within tI1ese 
five years. In doing so, when we con
i::ider the state of affairs, social, eco110-
mic, financial and otherwise that we 
hope to pass on to the next Council-
whether any or all of us might have tht! 
privilege of being there-we cannot but 
feel that we have succeeded in doing the 
best we could in. the interest of - this 
land of ours. In the first plaC'e, we must 

.-commend ourseives for the splendid 
physical health that we have all main -
tai11ed in the colll'Sf! of these years. To
day one of our number is ill, and in 
the course of the years one has pass·· 
ed out by the hand of death. 

In the first in�,! �nee, our sympat}1_y 
goes out to the Hon. r. T. Thompson, and 
in tllo second instance to the relatives of 
the l:r�e Hon. Cramat A.._lli Mc,Doom, who 
died. This shows that Member of Coun
cil are certainly in Yery good health 
I wish we will all keen healthy h1 bodie,, 
and healthy \ll mind, and as we ha,·e 
com to the hour ·v,,hpn we shortly must 
hand over to another Council the bu tdr.n 
.that has been ours. fo'0arry during these 

years, we t:annot but give thanks to .Ai
mighty God for the health we •have had 
in order to perform our duties as 
well as we have tried to do them. 
1 am sure, sir, it would not be ful
some for me to extend the heartiest con-

. gr.atulations so richly deserved to our., coHeague, the hon. the Financial Seci·e
tary and Treasurer of this Colony. Time 
and again he has certainly had the C'".Ca
sfon to take us out, shall I say, into wlu11 
appeared to be very de,ep waters in 
matters affeding finances of lhe Colony. 
Time· and again we sat and listened to 
the fullest explanations from him as to 
the ·whTS and wherefores of his propo.si.
tions. · Time and aga,in, shall I say, wy 
have shocked him into thinking that we 
were distrustful of his propositions. 
But with the long suffering and enduring, 
patience which certainly went with all 
the happiest features of his. personality, 
he had been alble to bring us round to f.ee 
his point of view in that particu1ar mat
ter. When the· hour came to take the 
count he certainly was satisfied and en
joyed the compen 'a1.ion in that las.t an
alysis, of the majority of those who sat 
around the table in Finance Commitlee 
with him. And so we can say to him two 
woras-'· Well Done.'" 

And then moreover, the Coun
cil as a whole - if I may be pardoned 
for remarking- upon it - has, in 
the course of �.hes•e years, behaved 
itself most decorously. Never has thm.·e 
been any boister01i's session taking place 
in th.is Council. We knew how to aisree 
and how to dis.agr�e, we knew how to 
give, and take, and we knew how to 
accept d f at with a spirit o,f comp1rte 
i- si n tion. ,IJ ,ve were disposed to
take a cursory gl�nce on the path over
v .. -.hich we have eome these many ye'nr;:;,
:we .would see that we have co'me aloncr
·vell.

One of the dominapt in,dustries of om·
Colony is the bauxite industr.-. Other-t
are gold, diamond, ·dee,. ·sugar and tim-
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ber to which the hon. the Sixth omi
nated Member (Mr. Luckhoo) has al-
ready referred. [ t certainly i� refres.h
ing for us to look over these mdustrie:s 
again and to see and say, by and large, 
that we have left them in a far 
healthier condition than that in which 
we found them when we began to 
work in this Council Chamber 'fh,e 
years and more ago,. In the course 
of these years ther:e have been matti..>r::; 
of importance, in many r e s p e c t s 
monumental importance. When we 
began our work here, British Guiana 
· could not boast of that very excellent
building with its architectural fea
tures and otherwise-the General Pm:;t
Office which, certainly, is a matter of
great pride to the dtizens of the Colony
when we compare it with othr:r
l1uildings which serve as G.P.0. bmld
ings in other parts of the Carih
bean area. Theu. sir, we have begun to
establish what is known as our Techni.cDl
Institute. It ihias ,L<>en no secret thnt T
have been one of the most chanr Mcm-·
bers of this Council about the establish
ment of that Institute. I cannot a.s yet
say that I have been able to delude m.v -
self of that chariness but, so :far. as T
am concerned, it certainly has my bene
diction for a happ,v arid successful future

In the (·ourse of these years, s.ii·,
we have been abl1.:1 to embark upon big
and som.etfmes very delicate prOII)ositions
like the setting 1Jp of the Decanting Ccn-·
tre which we have hopes will be a
great relief t� the population, whom we
hope to remove fr?rr. our slum areas.
We believe· in th'e lor1.g run that �Jter ,.,re
s.hall ha�e experirnC'ed some trials nncl
·errors, we have good reasons to be
justly proud that ,ve decided durinJ 
the life of this Council to embarK
upon that big and verY, necessary
p1

rop0sHion. Then, of course: in thes:' 
Years we ha,,e lrnd .another b1g-prop0s1-
tion, and t•hat is the building of a nnm
hei- of schools which. will make life fat·

.. f'(3:ppier from its utrntarian value. in the

education of our childr!en. The im
provements we have made from the 
'point of view of ventilation and even 
structural reform, were not seen in our 
school buildings a generation agq. 

Then, sir, we have, so far as the 
materi,als allowed, get up various scheme'3 
throughout the land so that our village 
dwellers migiht be blessed with some 
pipe-borne potable water. We had 
the distressing experienoe of an out
break of typhoid fever in the village 
of Bush Lot, ·wt:st Coast, Berbice, 
and when I went and made my pers<mal 
investigatfons, I discovered that the 
epidemic had not overtaken th� people 
who lived near the roadside, because the 
pipe-borne water \vas not far from the:!� 
homes . Those who suffered from the 
physical effeeits of the epidemic werG 
thos.e who lived a long way from the 
pub'lic road and who found it difficult to 
go out and get pipe-borne wate,r. 
In their ignorance, so to say, they 
made use of all the water in the• 
trenches which by that time may have 
been infested with v,;hatrver disease came 
from the sewerage, and in the long 
tun the epidemic br0ke out in that area. 

I brought the serious situation 
to the attention· of the Director 
of Medical ServL:es, who was cer
tainly aware of it and made an·
other serfouis declara.tion that a fev,J 
children from the fi.�ssequibo Coast who 
ha.d gone to B'ush Lot spending time 
with their relatives in that part o.f the 
village not by the roadside, had con
tra.cted typhoid fever and carried

it back to theh· home area on the Es
sequ:bo Coast. Fbrtunately, the q,i
d mi pass-ed' off ,dthut any serious n
sult. This rertainl,,- indicates the seriou.� 
need for an imprrwed system of water 
being conducted to th� back lands, �o 
that the peopl living in those areas 
111iixht· be protecfod from such incidew; 
in: the."futurr. 

\,' 

� ow, ir, one has- to think of wh�t 
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has happened in the course of tr.ese 
years as regards the vital stat-i tics of 
ouf Colony. There is no doubt that the 
health conditions as a whtle of the peo
p e in this Colony H re immensely import
ant. What we enjoy today i the happy 
bequest or legacy of the care exercLed 
by pre ious gene1·ations not only of the 
Legi lature, but also of the Medical set·· 
up in our Colony. What is after D.11 
most imp®rtant is that our popu
lation during the past g. or 10 
years has increased at the rate of 
10,000 per year. 'That certainly is a 
challenge to us in this Council, and ,�1e 
3hould see to it that the population keeps 
ever increasing .over the was,te space 
in this land of ours. There are too many 
waste spaces which in proces of time 
can be filled by a larger population tl!an 
what we have in Lhjs Colony at present. 

Passing from these feature , one has 
to think of one aspect today-something 
which js now an historical fact - the 
Rice Development Company which 
is" to operate in this Colony o.f 
ours. There was a time when 
members of thi.:; Council were not 
seeing eye to eye with the Government 
and opposed most strenuously th· 
1:ecommendations presented to us to "have 
the Colonial Development Corporation 
come in and take ho]d, shall I say, of the 
rice scheme in a certain way, separate 
and apart from the influence and 
control of the Ric8 Marketing Board. 
That is what individuals were heard 
saying here and there - around this 
tab ,e and els•ewh?re - again t a pro -
position of that kind. Time came when 
the. Council a sembled here, c>ach man 
as it were with blood in hi eye's, deter
mined to oppose sneh a proposition. 

One might be pardoned for it but 
w must extend heartiest congratufo. .. 
tions and the higbest praise and ap
preciation of His Excellenc Sir Charles 
\Voolley who, one afternoon: I remember, 
sensing very quickly what wa11 !;he eause 

of the strongest opposition to that Idea� 
adjourned the Council, dism�ssed the 
Press and the gallery, and him ..... elf came 
down from his seat and had a heart tc 
heart talk with Council as a whole, and 
by exchanging ideas was able to sail us 
out of the cul de sac. He eventually led 
us to the easy acceptance of this rea on
able propo ition of setting-up the 
Riee Developmem.; Company as it is 
today and which we have cause to be
lieve-I personally think so-will b� a 
great and unsp�akable boon to the 
welfare and general well-being of the 
people of t,his countr�r. 

Then again, there is no doubt 
that we are making serious effort in pro .. 
viding facilities for the educational a.J·
vancement for our school children and we 
must face up to the fact that we have not 
been able to house them as adequately a.��. 
we might. But it 1s the determination of 
Council that with the passing of time, 
all the children of our land in -4:he 
primary schools will have the benefit of 
being adequately housed. 1\/fo.re money 
is being spent today for the edu·
cation of our children, and as the 
population increases greater demands 
will be made upon the purse-strings of 
the Colony. Knowing th:e mind :md 
temp·er of our people as well as I de�, 1 
have no reason to <loubt that there will 
'he continuous effort on the part of the 
citizenry of thi jand to see that the 
children are given an adequate educa
tion, especially in the age of their 
primary existence' in this Colony. 

Then, in the course of the life of 
thi Council we havE; been bold enoug}t 
to launch and maintain a Co-operative 
Movement of which we have cause to be 
justly proud, and which we hope in the 
long run is going to be of valu1able 
service to the people of our country. If I 
may be allow.ed to pass on from that to 
the agricultural pr0s1pects and purposes 
of our country, We have to 1give a mead 
of praise to the Ag1ticultural Depaxt-
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abundance of one-patterned homes, the 
reason for which is not too far to see. 
where a mother has to take care 
of her house and a room full of 
children. Now, that mother has to 
struggle to keep her boy or girl 
going to school from Monday to Friday, 
and then prepare his cJothing for school 
every Saturday that he might get to 
school on Monday. She is not going to 
allow him to use that same .schooJ clothes 
just prepared, to nm around on Saturda:v 
and Sunday, as they would not be clean 
·enough for him or her to attend school
on Monday morning. And so Sunday
remains a day when the children are kept
in clothes not so tidy, and when one set's
them caring litt1t·� about their dress,
it is because their personal pride and
decency is being destroyed and they are
given to roaming about seeking money
to orientate their hope and spirit.

One of the i1nportant as,pects in 
juvenile delinquen�y is the way to ap
proach these childten who are in our 
midst and who get very little to help 
them re-orientate their spirit. I eall 
this to the attention of Gov('rnment be
cause I feel it my duty to let Govern
ment know that the ordinary child finds 
it very difficulty to adjust himself to 
society, and so our Juvenile Courts are 
liter lly filled with boys and girls nearly 
every Saturday morning. We have to 
address our minds to what we in this 
Council, or the otht'r Council, are going 
to do to take care of this problem of 
juvenile delinquency. 

One last ·word. We have found 
ourselves wis,e to the folly of having no 
Police Station - an instrument of 
restraint - in the city of Georgetown 
south of Brickdam. The old Charles
town Guard House which gave ::\Cr
vice as a means of restraint for 
more than 50 years has been closed. 
It se·ems as if somebody thought it wise 
to close it down in order to make room 

for a fire brigade, and as a result crime 
has developed seriously in that area. The 
newspapers will tell us that for the past 
two months there were no fewer than 
two murders committed in that area. I 
plead with Government and this Council 
that everything in their power should be 
done to retain that Guard House and 
restor,e a group af Police there to facili
tate means of l'estraint. As we ha.nd 
over our portfolio, let us hope that we 
will go out feeling that we have done 
our best, and wi::ih the new Council 
God's blessing f' r the best to come. 

Mr. Macnie: Sir, I would like to 
join those who complimented and con
gratulated the hon. the Financial Sec
retary and Treasur,:r. Firstly, I would 
like to refer to that part of his Budget 
Statement which, T think, is of extreme 
importance. It states: 

"While there has been no decline in em
ployment as a whole, there has been i1 -
dications of a slight increase in unemploy
ment due, of co11rse, to the fact that the 
total labour force continued to grow.'' 
That is one, if not the major problems, of 
this country today." 

The population is growing and the 
sources of employment will not be abie 
to keep pace ,vith chat growth. In fact, 
today it is generally recognised tliat 
efficiency in industry is achieved by 
mechanisation, and improvement of the 
standard of living is achieved by the 
emploJment of an efficient but small 
labour force. I know that in the hce 
of the keen competition wlhich all 
industries are having throughout the 
world today, t,hey cannot afford to use 
surplus employees. I feel that those 
words are not only true but that is one 
of the biggest problems to which tne 
new form of government should im
mediately address itself. The solution 
might be found in new industries, hut 
that is only true up to a point. I foe! 
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that the solution is to be found in the 
development of land which that surplus 
or growing labour force can be settled 
on and can occupy itself beneficially. 
Indeed the sugar industry has, during 
the past two or three years, broken 
all former records. I say, and as 
the hon. the Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer has said also, that re·fleet� 
th<.· gi'eatest ercdit 011 management and 
workers alike. This improvement is in 
a large measure- due to improved 
methods in the field and factory 
activities, and to good relationship and 
co-operation between the worker and 
the employer. 

I would like to refer to what I 
regard as the mo::;t important words in 
the Budget Statement from the point 
of view of the future for those w !10 
would be coming after us in the new 
House of Assembly. I refer to where 
the hon. the Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer dealt wh.h Budget policy and 
gen-era1 fina!lcial considerations. Th•.; 
word8 I wish -co underline are those 
which state that --

'·Our need now is to preserve the Col
ony's financial integrity and stability and 
demonstrate that it is a good risk for the 
investment of new capital to promote ti,f:' 
development of its potential resources.'' 

That need to preserve the Colony'8 
financial integrity and political stabffty 
is now. I feel that if the people of thi.::. 
Colony can approat:h the coming elec
tions with that in their minds, 'they 
need have no fear wltatew·r of he 
future. 

Mr. SmelHe: I join ·with other 
hon. Members of Council in congratu1a
ting the hon, the Financial Secretar:i,· 
and Treasurer on his exceptional Budget, 
and I do hope that he will continue to 
guide the financial destiny of the Colony 
for many years to come. The hon. the 

Financial Secretary and Treasurer hos 
his own technique, and I have a faint 
suspicion that he goes about it 
deliberately, underestimating revenue. l 
think that is the explanation because 
what has puzzled me for several years 
is, when we get into Finance Committee. 
and a whole spate of supplementary 
estimates come up, they are passed. Y E't · 
in spite of all these, the hon. the 
Financial Secreta1·y and Treasurer is 
still able to show a .:mrplus 1balance. For 
this year, the hon. the Financial Secre·
tary and Treasurer has stated that there 
will be a surplus of $771,906. I regard 
that sum as being· a very small margin in 
view of the enormous totals of supple
mentary estimates which come before 
the Finance Committee. 

The Financial Secretary and Treas
urer : I kno,w that Members will not 
expect me to repl)·, but I would like to 
say that I wanted to congratulate t!'.e 
Council on the extremely high level and 
tone of the debate. I can say that the 
Council has, during that period, risen 
to very great heights and I am sure ic; 
can compare favourably with any othN· 
legisla:tive body in this area. I thank 
MC'mbers for the very kind words or 
commendation about me, personall v -
words which I acce1)t with humiHtv 
and with a deep sen�e of .pride ar;d 
satisfaction. The debate will go down 
in record, as one Member has said, not 
only as a sort of valediction, but also as 
a record of the s,�ntiments, the hopes, 
the wishes and th<> exhortation of Mem
bers. I beg to move that the second 
reading of the Bill be now taken. 

The Attorney General : I beg to
seco,nd the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time. 
The President: Council will now 

�djourn until tomorrow, Thursd:ty. 
February 5, at 2 p.m. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28



