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LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

THURSDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY, 1953
The Council met at 2 p.m.

PRESENT

The President, His Excellency the

Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E.

The Toun. the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. J. L. Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D. (Actinz)

The Ifon. the Attorney General
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financtal Secvetary,
and Treasurer, Mr. E. . MeDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E,

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.,
(Demerara-Essequibo)

The Hon. Dr. J.
(Georgetown North).

A. Nicholson,

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E.
{Nominated)

The Hon. V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nom!-
nated)

The. Hon. C. P. Ferreira, (Berbice
River)

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan
(Demerara River)

The Hon. J. Fernandes, (George-
town Central)
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The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan, (Central
Demerara)

The Hon. A.T. Peters, (Western
Berbice)

The Hon. G. H. Smellie, (Nomi-
nated)

The Hon. J. Carter, (Georgetown
South)

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, (Nomi-

nated).

The Hon. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G.,
O.B.E., (Nominated)

The Clerk read pravers.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting h.ld
on Wednesday, the 4th of February,
1953, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read.

Mr. Smellie : There is a very small
clerical error on the last page (5) of
the Minutes. With reference to the ad-
journment it is stated: “It being pass
the adjournment . . ”. The word
should be “past”. Subject to that
amendment the minutes can be confirm-
ed.

Amendment made and Minutes con-
firmed.

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND Docu-
MENTS

The Colonial Secretary (Mr,
TFletcher, Acting): 1 beg to lay on the
table the following:—

The Report of the Directors of the New
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund for the year
1951.

The Report of the Registrar of Friendly
Societies for the ear ended 31st Decem-
ber, 1952.

The Reports of the Advisory Committees
appointed to investigate the wages and
conditions of employment in Cinemas,
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Drug Stores, Dry Coods Stores, Garages
(Hire Car Service), Groeries and Hard-
ware Slores,

- The Heport of the Advisory Committee
appointed on 25th January, 1952, to in-
vestigate the conditions: of employment

_of, and to make recommendations n
vegard to the minimum rate of wages
which should  be payable to, persons
engaged in watching or guarding premisos
{excepting  private  dwelling ~ houses)
throughout the Celony, and who are not
covered by the Hours of Work (George-
town and New Amsterdam Watchmen)
Regulations, 1948, (No. 8).

ORDER OF THE DAY.

APPROPRIATION Binn, 1953

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer: 1 beg to move that the Council
resolves itself into Committee toconsider
clauge by clause the Bill intituled—-

“An Ordinanee to appropriate the sup-
plics granted in the current session of the
Legislative Couneil”

I would like fo refer to the proced-
ure again becavge it ds so new, and T can
do no better than invite reference to
the record of what T said in Finance
Committee in opening the consideration
of the Draft Estimates. With your per-
mission, siv, T would like to read the
record of the minutes of the Finance
Committee of Weidnesday, Tth January,
1958, It savs:

“In opening consideration of the Draft
Estimates: of  Exvenditure  for 1953 the
Chairmean  explained the proeedure with
respeet to t h e Appropriation B i1l
the second reading of which he had
moved in Council in presenting his Budget
Address. Tn the esurse of his remarks
the Chairman stated that the Report of
the TFinance Comimittee on  the Draft
Fatimates would be presented in the form
of a reviced Schedule to the Bill, e
insevtion of which would be moved in the
Commiftee stage sfter the debate on the
seeond - reading . Everv  head  of ihe
Estimates  {(as set oul in the Schedule)
would be taken separately in the Comn-
mittea stage so that Members would have
an ocoporkunity fo speak on o each hend
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and on the departmental activities fo
which it relates, Members could also, if
they so desired, move fto reduce the
amount of any head by a specified sum
s as to delete or reduce any sub-head or
itemn appearing in the BEstimates undes
that head, and if any such amendment
were carried the smount of the head in
the Schedule and  the particular sub-
head or item in the Estimates would be
adjusied accordingly. The Chairman om-
phasised that the details of the Estimates
would not be dealt with in Couneil escept
on specific amendments moved by Mem-
hers.””

1 think, sir, I should again bring
that procedure to the notice of Members
so that when we go into Committee we
will know what the procedure is.

The Celonial Secretary ;
gecond the motion.

I beg fo

Question put, and agreed to.

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE,
@

Clause  1—-Short title—passed as
printed.

Clouse 2-~Fironeciol Secrvtory ani
Treasurver to defray cxpenses of  Clv-
i Government,

The Financial Secretary and Treas.
urer: I now beg to move that the Sched-
ule as printed in Appendix A to the De-
port of the Finasnce Committee be in-
serted as the Sehedule to the Bill, the
total being $29,83%,543.  Fach head ig
shown on the Estimates and the tots! of
each head,

Question put, and agreed fo,

Sehedule inserted.
. GOVERNOR—GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIAT

Dr. Jagan: 1 wonder if vou, Sirp,
intend to take the heads sepavately az [
notice that “Goveirnor” and “Governor's
Secretariat” are dealt with as heads |1
and IA respectively. I would like to
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make an observation under TA. I no-
tice that in the reorganization of the
clerical department certain changes have
been made, and | note we are now going
to have a “Governor’s Secretary” aud
“Clerk to the Executive Council’ and
also an “Assistant Cierk to the Execu-
tive Council”. A special memorandum
was submitted to us stating in detail the
reorganization of the Secretariat so that
the new Constitttion Wwith the Minis-
ters ete., will work very smoothly. In
my opinion we have planned in the Es-
timates for too much staff, and in the
case of this head—Governor’s Secretar-
iat—particularly, I feel that one Secre-
tary, whether we call it Governor’s Sec-
retary or Clerk to the Executive Coun-
cil, should be enougch, instead of two as
proposed. I will, therefore, move a re-
duction of the whole ead by $5,400. It
is my opinion that there should be a
competent Secretary or Clerk to the Gov-
ernor and that tha post should be put
on the Estimates at a salary of approxi-
mately $4,800 per annum, which will be
a salary of $400 per month. I think
that is, indeed, quite a handsome salary
for any officer to be the Clerk to the Ex-
ecutive Council or the Governor’s Secre-
tary. At the moment we do know that
s Civil Servant is performing the du-
ties of Clerk to the Executive Council
and his salary does not reach the figure
of $400 per month.

Another point which has to be tak-
en in reviewing thiz matter is that un-
der the new Constitution the Governor
will be relieved of his duties as Presi-
dent of this Council, or of the House of
Assembly as it will then be known.
Consequently, we may say the Governor
‘will have more time to devote to his
duties of looking after the welfare and
interest of the Coiony as a whole. In
view of that, I consider, as T have point-
ed out before, that the functions of the
Governor’s Secretary and Clerk to the
Executive Council and of the Assistant
Clerk to the Exe utive Coungil should he
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unhited and one person appointed in-
stead at $400 per month. The explana-
tion given in Finance Committee wus
that this officer will have to be a very
high ranking officer who will have to
be a sort of liaison between the Gover-
nor and the Ministers. The Ministers
will be putting forward proposals which
will have to be submitted to the Gover-
nor and also to the Executive Council,
and this individual will have the res-
ponsibility of putting those proposals in
shape, ete. But wien we come to ex-
amine the composition of the Ministers
we find that each Minister himself will
be provided with a competent Secretary,
and further, the Minister will also be
guided by the lHead of his Department.
So I do not seec where it will be neces-
gary to have such a person holding such
a strategic position to be a guide and
adviser to the Ministers. I do not think
it is necessary. [ feel that we can save
a good sum of money every year by delet-
ing those two items or reducing the
head as T have mentioned. I think that
while we are preparing for the new Con-
stitution and are reorganizing the Cov-
ernment, at the same time we should
keep in mind the expenditure whick we
have to meet under the various heads
for social development. I think w=
should try to curtail expenditure as
much as possible, and this is one direc-
tion, T feel, in which it should be done.

Mr. Fernandes: It is my desire to
sce the new Constitution work smoothly
and efficiently, and I disagree with the
hon. Member for Central Demerara (Dv.
Jagan) when he 3ays the Ministers will
be guided by the heads of their De-
partments. I think the position will be
the opposite, taking it for granted that
we have Ministers capable of guiding
the heads of Depariments. Because of
my desire to see the Ministerial System
work satisfactorily right at the begin-
ning, T am not guing to agree with the
hon. Member’s motion for the reduction
of this head. After the system has
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been working for six months or so and
itis found that thereisoneclerk toomany
under this head. 1 have no doubt that
thos whose job it will be to see that no
unnecessary money is spent, will recom-
mend or move the deletion of the post
at that stage.

Dr. Jagan: I did not mean to infer
that the Ministers will be guided by the
Heads of Departments. Obviously there
must be some amount of co-opera-
tion between the Heads of Departments
and the Ministers, because all the facts
are at the disposal of the Heads of De-
partments who will bring suggestions to
be considered either by the Min-
ister of the particular Department
or in conjunction with his colleagues.
When that is done, the suggestion
will be whipped into shape by the
Minister’s Secretary who will also be
a responsible individual, as we see it,
and then forwarded to the Governor or
the Executive Council. I do not see
that a great deal of further examination
will be necessary at that stage, especial-
ly as the Minister will be there with a
responsible Secretarv. We have very
capable persons in the Civil Service to-
day. We have seen reports of variocu-
Committees written by them from t‘me
to time and wz know the admirable
work they do. I do not say I do not
want the new Constitution to work
smoothly, but I desire to see that we do
not have a redundancy of expenditure.
I know from experience that once heads
are put in the Estimates it takes the
Almighty to vremove them. Those
heads grow and grow and, as one hon.
Member suggests, the experimental bahe
put on the Estimates becomes a perman-
ent burden on the people.

The Financial Secretary and Trea. -
urer: In the first place I want to as-
sure hon. Members that this re-organiza-
tion which we have provided for in the
Estimates is by no means extravagant.
We may be criticized for not being suf-
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ficiently generous in our staff establish-
ment for the Ministerial System, com-
pared with arrangements I have seen
forecast for other Colenies. I have seen
that for Jamaica, and ours when com-
pared with that may be regarded as
fantastically small. As regards the
Governor’s Secretary I had tried to ex-
plain in defail in Finance Committee
what his functions will be, and I can do
no better than refer this Council to Leg-
i lative Council Paner No. 8 of 19252,
the paragraph dealing with the Secre-
tary’s position. All I can do is to read
it. It says:

“Governor’s Secretary, Para III of the
Report.

“As proposed by the Constitutional Com-
mission, the Ministerial system will neces-
sitate the appointment of a senior official
as ‘Governor’s Secretary who would also
perform the duties of Clerk to the Execu-
tive Council. All papers submitted by
Ministers for consideration by the Gover-
nor and/or the Exacutive Council will pass
through him, and it will be his task to en-
sure that such submissions are made in
proper form and to convey requests in the
name of the Governor, e.g. for further in-
formation on a particular subject or for
nrior consultation bhetween two or more
Ministers before re-submission and so on

It will be his duty to scrutinize tele-
grams and despatches submitted by Min-
isters for transmission to the Secretary of
State and other Governments in order to
catisfy himself that they are in proper forin
for the CGovernor’s approval: in order to
relieve the Governor of the burden of rou-
tine he will have to use his discretion in
hims If anthorising the despatch of tele-
srams and cablegrams on minor matters.
He will be responsible for the circulation
to Ministers of covies of telesrams, des-
natches. etc., to and from the Secretary of
State.

His duties will also comwnrise the pre-
paration and circulation of the agenda and
minutes of meetings of the Executive
Cnuncil. Submissions to Executive Coun-
cil, save on minor questions. will nor-
mallv be made in th form of a compre-
hensive memorandum for circulatiorn to
members. Meetinas ¢f the Executive Coun-
cil would be held, as at present, at Gov-
ermment House.
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The Covernor’s Secretary will be res-
ponsible for the administration of the Gov-
ernor’s Office. This would include as at
present the cipher staff and’ it would take
over from the Secretariat the responsibili-
ty for registering cutgoing and incoming
mails to and from the Secretary of State
and other Governments”.

I am quite sure, sir, hon. Members
will agree that this is a most important
post. The re-organization which has
been provided for is by no means ex-
travagant. We have not been especially
generous in our staffing arrangements
and compared with other areas in the
Caribbean, ours is slightly thin |
rather think pecple in those areas
will regard this as being fantasticaily
small. 1 gather, 3ir, from the hon. Meni-
ber’'s remarks, that the Governor’s posi-
tion will be slightly altered constitution-
ally—thatv the Governor will himself be &
sort of Clerk. Wdell, I think that is what
he means. I think that the post tu
which the hon. Member has referred is
going to be a big one and carries with it
heavy responsibility. 1 do. hope hon.
Members will not support the amend-
ment for a reduction.

Dr. Jagan: I do not disagree with
all the functions the individual will have
to carry out, but who can say that we
annot get an individual to do this job
for $400 per month? I do not like to
throw bouquets in this Council, but we
have in this Council a very competent
individual who can fill this position and
who, I am sure, is not getting $400 per
month but who, I think, can neverthe-
iess fill the position admirably. 1 feel
Jhat while we want the work to be done
{liciently, at the same time not bee: use
1 man is paid $600 per month that he is
yoing to do it move efliciently than if he
is paid $400. I do not see that that ar-
yument holds at all. There ar many
Jivil Servants who are working for
$200 or $150 per month and are do‘re
\unite efficient jobs. 1 do not think sal-
iry alone is the whole consideration in
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this matter. [t is true we want a res-
ponsible individual, but I do not see why
we cannot get that responsible individ-
ual to carry out the duties for $400 per
month. Let us take men from the Civil
Service; let us share them for Ministers
of the New Constitut'on. With regard
to the remarks about the Governor, 1
am not suggesting that the Governor
skould do the routine work of a Clerk,
hut 'l do suggest that the post in ques-
tion can be usefully carried out at a zal-
ary of $400 per month,

Question put and the Committ-e
«ivided and voted as follows:

For: Dr. Jagan—1.

Against Massrs. Macnie, Fer-
nandes, Smellie, Capt. Coghlan, Dr.
Nicholson, The Financial Secretary arid
Treasurer, the Attorney General, the
Colonial Secretary—-8.

Amendment lost.

1l LEGISLATURE

Dr. Jagan : I beg to move that this
Head be reduced by the sum of $8,64i).
This is in connection with Item (f}
where provision is made for the remun-
eration of a Speaker and a number of
Ministers and Members of the Legisia-
ture. Sir, we wiil recall that there was
great controversy whether we should
have a single House or two Houses in
tke New Constitution. One of the oh-
j c¢tion to a second House or two Houses
in the Legislature was that a second
House was going to cost the Coleny
more money. We know the fanous
statement which nas been made, that the

pper House which agrees with th

', wer Iouse is superfluous and the o

which objects is guite obnoxious. That
is the famous dictum of the Upper
House which has heen quoted over and
over. But leaving ihat aside, the state-
ment has been definitely made that as
long as we provide for a second Cham-
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ber, it will mean an additional amount of
money to be spent for the carrying out
of the duties of that second House.

In view of that, [ take it this mat-
ter was in the miuds of the Ceonstitution
Commissioners when they recommend-
cd that the Members of the State Coun-
cil shouiw not be paid. They must have
felt that a second Chamber is not neces-
sary at this stage of our development;
and having come to that conclusion they
recommended that the Members of the
State Council should not be paid.  Bir,
I agree with that suggestion, However,
it may be said that some of the individ-
uals may be performing useful services
to society.  In my view, 1 do not think
it is necessary to have a State Council
or Upper House, 1n any case, Lam will-
mg to concede that the Members of the
State Council be renumerated at 50 per
cent, of the rate that Members of the
House of Assembly will receive.

Acecording to the Constitution pro-
posals we find that Members of ihe
House of Assembly will be remunersted

at therate of $160 permonth:.  Taking 50
por cent of that, we will have a salary
of $80 per meonth and for nine mewm-
bers at $80 we will have $720 per month

~which will amount to 38,640 per annum.
in my opinion, '] feel that is being very
generous, [ feel that while we have fo

spend $8,640 per annum, if we are 1o

give them the 50 peér cent of the rate
which Moembers of the House of Assern-
bly will receive, we will also have to have
additional Clerks, Stenographers; we
will need more Official Reporters ana
we will have to nave more expenses gen-
erally in the printing of Hansard and
Minutes of the #tate Council-—expenses
which, T think, ave totally unnecessary
at thiz stape of our Constitutional
history.

1 do not thiuk 1 have any more to
cay but that 1 feel strongly the
the Members  of the  State Council
should not be renumerated to the same
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extent as Members of the House of As-
sembly. It is very likely that the State
Council will not meet as often as the
House of Assembly. This Body will
have 27 Members, and we do know that
many of the elected Members willhave 10
speak on behalf of the constituencies
they represent. Sir, 1 anticipate lhat
the State Council will not have to do
that, because the Members who comprise
it will have been nominated by Govern-
ment and will not have to do any gal-
lery-playing, nor will there be as many.
as 27 Members spesking there, but only
nine. So that when we take that as-
pect of the matter into consideration,
we will find that Members of the State
Council will actually be sitting for a
much shorter period of {ime in compari-
son with those of the House of Assem-
bly, possibly about 50 per cent of the
time. Even if we take that as a basis,
we find that the rate of b0 per cent pay-
ment  is equitable. 1 therefore movr
that this head be reduced by $8,640.

Mr. Maecnie: 1 am sorry, sir, 1
did not catch entively what the hon,
Member said.  May I, however, ask whe=
ther 1 am correct in understanding him
to say that because a Member is nomi-
nated by the House of Assembly or by
Government he does not speak nis
mind?

Dr, Jagan: I did not say that, \

The Financial Secretary and Treas.
urer: I know that the hom. Member
has strong objectivns to the State Coun-
¢il that is propesed; or indeed o any
State Chamber.  But the mere act of re-
ducing this vote by $8,0640 could not by
any means affect the situation, beeause
payment of Members of the new Legis-
lature will, of course, be in terms of the
Order-in-Council and 1 think I am right
in saying that this will be so framed
that its position in this respect could
subseqnently be modified or varied by
the new Legislature, The point 1 am
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trying to make is that Members ought
to see that by reducing this vote by a
substantial sum worked out by sumic
arithmetical device of the Hon. Member’s
own, cannot affect the terms of the
Order-in-Council.  This matter was
debated fully when we had our discus-
sion in this Council on the Constitution
arising out of the Franchise Bill and the
same point was made by the hon. Mem-
ber and was not accepted. I think very
rightly too. We cannot discuss it now
because, as I said, no reduction of the
vote can possibly affect the State
Council; and I think the hon. Member
should withdraw the amendment. It
would not have the effect he seeks.

Dr. Jagan: The hon. the Financial
Secretary and Treasurer suggested that
we had complete discussion on *ae
matter in shis Council. It is a pity we
did not deal with the Constitution Report
and Recommendations point by poiat
and take a division on each point,
because I recail that when the matter
was discussed we did so on a separate
Bill which had to do with Aduit
Suffrage. An opportunity was not
given in this Council for Members to
discuss the subsequent dispatch firom
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Everything seems to have been accepted
and handed down to us; we voted witii-
out any division and I ecan see the diffi-
culty now. I shall, however, agree that
so far as salaries are concerned, $16(
per month is adequate. 1 feel this sum
is more than enough for any Minister.
If anything at all, the others should Le
brought down in line and not because
Official Members are paid $800 and
$700 per month that the Ministers must
be taken up to those figures. I thirk
$600 a very big salary, $300 to $400
should be the highest salary, taking into
consideration the standard of the peopl
and the environment in which we live.

Member
the

Mr. Smellie: The hon.
for Central Demerara referred to
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I 't of the Constitution Commission
aua upon which he said he was not
given an opportunity to debate. So far
as I can remember, he was. By his
speech he suggested that ‘the Report
might just as well have been written by
the Commissioners in England withcut
coming here and that the members of
that Commission came with their minds
made up. I do nct think it would have
done him any good if we had gone
through the Report clause by clause.

Dr. Jagan : When the matter was
considered, I discussed the Consti-
tution Report on the broad prin-
ciples of the Upper House and

its relation to the Lower House and
to this Colony. I did not discuss the
details, and that is why I said that up to
this moment I was not given an oppor-
tunity to debate it. 1t is true I rejected
the Report on the Constitution on th
ground that something was being fore -d
down our throats, I should like to make
some points on the basis of the require-
ments. In discussing the whole Report
one has to make general observations,
and in that way I say I was against the
Report. That does not mean that
the various points in the recommenda-
tions weye not to be discussed fully.

Capt. Coghlan: I am sorry I have
not got a copy of the last Hansard. |
remember quite well when we were
debating Adult Suffrage that I made the
observation that there were many other
things in the Biil which we should have
discussed and which should have been
put on the Order Paper for discussion.

Dr. Jagan: 1 will take the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s
advice and withdraw the amendment.

Head put, and passed as printed.

III AGRICULTURE

Dr. Jagan: Sir, when we were dis-
cussing the question of padi vesterday,
I made a very broad and sweeping state-
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ment that the Coiony had gone mad so
far as rice was ooncerned. I said thal.
because I saw a very great danger ahead
of our agricultural economy becoming
Jop-sided. Rice is pushing out catile
and cattle are pushing out ground
provisions. The hon. Member for
Central Georgetown referred to rice
cultivation in the Rupununi, along the
coastlands and in the interior. I would
say that Government should give very
serious consideration to the setting uyp
of some Committee—call it what you
will—land settlement or land utilisation
Committee — so that we can take a
given area, especialiy those areas which
are now being converted into Proper
agricultural lands at Blocks I, IT and I1]
Corentyne, and decide how the land must
be used and what should be reserved
for pasture and for ground provision
and so on. We have got on the Estimatcs
under another head, provision for a
Land Settlement Officer. I think thati
he should in coniunction with others,
form a Committee to go into this matter
in very great detail so that we do not
lead our agriculture in a wrong way so
far as the future is concerned.

While we are making those lands
available, I feel that we should alsocarry
out extensive soil surveys in those areas,
because I do not think it is good enough
simply to make the lands available and
let them out to *he people to plant
whatever they like. There must be
a proper soil survey so that the
planting would be of the best. In the
same way that Government is giving
training to suvveyors, a separate scheme
should be got out for the training of soil
chemists under il supervision of the
Soil  hemist, and these trainees can
eventually go out and be available to
give advice to the farmers as to soil
content, the sufficiency of minerals in the
soil, ete. I feel that is very im-
portant, and Government should make
provision in the Estimates for that.
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There is one matter which I do nct
think it is necessary to mention here,
yut 1 see that we are making provision
for a new post — Plant Pathologist.
it is proposed to provide for the estab-
lishment of a permanent research or-
ganization to study sugar cane disease.
[ feel sure that wiil be a very usetul
thing. We have seen what great havoe
the last pest incidence we had, did in
the sugar cane industry, and I fee! we
should make provision for some such
research. However, there is one point,
1 would like to refer to in respect ot
this estimate, and that is with respect
to Marketing. [ do not know that
Marketing and a Marketing Officer
should come within the provisions of
the Agricultural Department. I think
we should put that under Control of
Supplies. Let it be a separate depart-
ment. We have at the moment trained
agriculturalists doing such jobs asx
Marketing Officer for instance. These
people have been to College and acquired
useful technical knowledge which should
be at the disposal of the people, and I
do not think their knowledge which has
been gained by hard work and the ex-
renditure of much money should he
wasted in commercial activities. There
are enough commercial persons in the
Colony who should be doing those duties.

I feel also that provision should be
made in the Estimates for some research
to be done in respect of rice breeding—
improved varieties, better strain of
grain, etc. 1 remember that the Mission
which came here from the U.S.A. some
time ago suggested that, especially as
we were embarking upon mechanization,
we should try to get species of rice which
would stand up to that type of cul-
tivation and harvesting. I think more
should be done in that field. I think
it would not be bad if we import some
people who are efficient in that field
of plant biology and who can grow
things which were mnot grown before
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and can improve the yield to three timnes
what it was before. 1 remember dis-
cussing this matter with the acting
Deputy Director of Agriculture
while on a tour of the country with the
Rice Farmers Security of Tenure Ceom-
nmittee, and he toid us that in one part
of the world they are now growing
three and four crops of rice per yeav
by using new methods of producticy.
I think we shouid be able to get help
from those experts, whether they are
from the United Nations Organization
or otherwise, and in that way help to
raise the economic standard and yield
from these lands. One crop per -ear
and in some cases two will not give
a remunerative return to the Colony.

Mr. Fernandes: It is very nice for
the hon. Member who has just taken his
seat to repeat the point I made yesterday
about the Agriculture Department do-
ing everything possible to grow more
stuff on the same lands that are being
cultivated today. 1 made that point
since yesterday. But it is rather late in
the day for him to suggest the appoint-
ment of a Committee to go into the ques-
tion of the distribution of lands for var-
ious agricultural erops and livestock, bc-
cause in three months’ time we shali
have a completely new Council and the
Ministerial System, and I think it
would be wrong for Government at this
stage to appoint a Committee to go into
anyvthing like that, as that concerns
directly the future policy in respect of
something as important to British Gui-
ana as Agriculture. T say that because
it will be remembered that T said yes-
terday that agriculturc was in my opin-
ion the most impoertant item in the fu-
ture policy of British Guiana. That, sir,
should be the first charge of whoever
is appointed as the first Minister of
Agriculture in British Guiana. In the
interest of British Guiana, I hope that
person will be someone who is capable
cf doing the immense job which has to
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be done if our agriculture is to be re=
orientated completely, and I hope thai
such a person will be found
among the six individuals who will
be elected Ministers under the
Constitution.

nevy

Mr. Macnie: 1 share the hope ex-
pressed by the hon. Member foir George-
town Central (Mr. Fernandes) about
the future Minister of Agriculture, and
I also share the view, quite naturally,
as to the importance of agriculture, hut
I would suggest, sir, that it would be
of help to the Minister of Agriculture,
whoever he may be, if he could have
the report of the Committee suggested
by the hon. Member for Central Dem-
erara (Dr. Jagan), even if that Commit-
tee has started its task and, if possible,
help him in the formulation of his
policy. I do think there is a great deal
in what has been said about the urgency
of an examination by Government Of-
ficers, the Committee or otherwise, inta
the utilization of the lands of Blocks I
and II and also the Boerasirie lands
lietween Tuschen and Parika, and the
facilities of the Boerasirie lands parti-
cularly. I do feel, sir, it is an urgent
problem and the cooner it is tackled the
better.

I also share the views of the hon.
Member for Central Demerara—in fact
I had intended to express them myself
— about the time Senior Officers of
this Department are spending on Boards
of Control which began during the war
years and are still being carried on. I
think it is a great pity that highly
trained and senior Officers — in fact
one of the most senior officers in the
Department — should he doing practi-
cally nothing else except looking after
livestock control and marketing. [ think
it is high time that these Officers of
the Department should get on with
their real jobs and either these Con-
trols be done away with as others and
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. myself |
on Controls, or
Government decide not to do
with them, be placed under some other

hat these Controls, 1f

Depart nt get on with its job  for
,thh its. officers are trained.

1elke' 1 wmﬁd “like to sup-
port the remarks of the hon. Member
for Central Demerara about the train-

s who have = already had time to
read the Report of  the  Committee
,mi to investigate the depressing
of the Norib Wut District,
how very iarg 1y that pmb~
v(i@itczrmmtmn of the  pepasse

The Fmaﬁf;ai mcretars’ and Trea-
Hﬁ'n %:hm ot-msmn 1 am  happy
agree with
95 kp‘ﬁ}: s of the hon.
kl\fis‘mber fur {,entmi Bememza He re-

‘é&m*mgz ay the moment, notabiv
anneei;xan thh what should hap-
; ith regard to the beneficial oc-
“f:apa\;mz} of lands that will be made
xu}iwzﬁ;}ie and useful by virtue of the
dralnage and n‘rlguxtlun scheme which
we have already started Butb the mat-
- ter goes much farther than that. What
we tequive now is not so much a Comy-.
. mittee. The Gowmmani feels that we
. may almost have to set up a special or-
ganization,
speeial department.
extremely complicated.

There is not only the questicn
csf “gettlement on the fand, the use
_oof the land and the type of land
 hut also  this question of the re-
:"*'iocmq,imn atid use of our riverbank
-~ lands. Yesterday the hon. Member for
: Wesiern 'Berbzee (Mr. Petm‘s} alse 1m-=
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e remmmcm}e@ in a report :
the various islands, ’?h&}:
fway ;

azmatmn, and let the Agricultural

g {;f soil chemists. Most hon, Mem-

: ff;r te{!hmeal knmﬂeéwe and’

the {wveﬁ)m&mt i gwmg vary autlw'

‘a sub-ﬁqﬁaarﬁmml oy @
The guestion i

‘in rice breeding. Here

“when -1 tell hon.
“Iast week a draft scheme was
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ported into the di'«éa\"%iﬁil ihé.

question of Tand titles. The '

ber for Western, Essequibo M

W;ght) is. very interested in that as- k

pect of the subject. A lot of the land
which now les idle along our river
banks is held sometimes tn very ob-
scure title. One would like to think in
some way or other of having them re«
stored perhaps 1o Q@lom ownership so
that they can be put te nse. This whole
question is very important, and 1 feel
sure the new Government would have
to take i} into active consideration as -

* soon as possible. T myself envisage the

setiing up of new organizations

The hon. Member referred to mur-
keting. I think Government entirely
agrees with him on that score, be-
cause we have been recently consider-

ing the draft legislation for setting up

something which we propose to call a
Local Produce Marketing Depat, con-
trolled by a- statutory. Hoard, some-
thing like the Rice Marketing Board.
it will be taken out of our Departmen-

tal field and run on commercial lines

and with a proper cc»mmercm? wtalf.
I have actually  seen the draft Biil,
There are certain aspects of it which
still require decision. It is urged that
we should not
centralized - distribution  of - lvestock,
ete. L-do not like the word “Control”.
The object of it is not centrol, it is to
try and wllmi and élqtribute m ihe
best possible manner. That is also &
matter: which huas been given congid-
eration and which 1 hope, will come into
being, not before this Council comes to
an end but as soon as possible after
the new Legislature starts to funetion.

Thehon. Membermentioned regesareh
again 1 hope 1
am not disclosing an official secret
k Members that only
subs
mitted for advice to th&.j{f‘g}&ma{
fice, It includes a comprehensive ric

t};e . ;
Menv '

go on with Control —













3’19 Appropriotion

~ Dr. Jagan: If the rich are al-
wed to take advantage of the poor
ad G&vernment does  not come to

: will take the mw mto theu' own
s. I do not think Government
d like to enconrage .lawlessness

The Attorney General: The hor.
iber knows that more than anybody

Dr. Jagan: That
ng Government to do  something
bout it.  Mow, Baokers are preparing
¢ lands for planting ground provi-
5, cassava, and rice, If this is to be
e, the interest of the public should be
otected, therefore Government should
nmediately empolder the avea and put
n their own pumps in order to relieve
fte inhabitants of the excess water. T
ope something will he done very quickly.
entioned this nearly two years ago.
nd even the Member for Central
sorgetown supported me on that ocea-
, when 1 stated ag a fact that the
at Subryanville immediately adja-
to the Housing Scheme was flooded
3 a depth of two or three feef while the
v area was completely dry. But
hing has as yet been done.

ig why 1 am

With respeet to the Campbellville
fousing Settlement itself, 1 feel that
~matter should be gone into immedi-
v and the land sold to the people,
_hope the wvrice will not be foo
~ When 1 asked what the priec
6 one was in a position to tell me
erday esactly what it was. The
. Member for Georgetown Central
d it was 7} cents per square foot, T
o not know how much that is going to
sork  out to. 1 remember point-
ng out that when Covernment was
aying the exorbitant figure of
480,000 for the whole ares near
gel Air, rmlv a small rental was vaid
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formerly by the peapie and they had to
pay such high prices for a house lot that
many of them who did not have ths
ready money had to go to the money-
lenders or to the Building Society and
pay 6 per cent interest on the money
borrowed, Now let us work it oul—~6
or 5 or 3 per cent or $480,000 and sec
how mueh in intevest charges they will
have to pay for the house lots. Due to
the fact that Government paid this ex-
orbitant price for the land, the burden
will be handed over to the people in that
area. 1 hope thiz matter will be gone
into very quickly se that we may know
very definitely what is the position of
the people and whether they would be
able’ to buy their house-lots or not

“There isone thing Government should
be very careful about, and that is not
to allow the people to get into debt with
some Building Society or anyone alse,
and eventually find themselves in the
position of having to sell their land
through unot being able to repay the
money borrowed. We  know that the
people who  reside in that area sve
mostly those who migrate from George-
town. Some are rearing poultry, others
# few head of cattle and some sheep,
in order to make a livelihood.  In view
of the fact that these poor people are
striving their utmest to eke out an exist-
ence, Government must be very careful
to see to it that after these lands are
sold to the people they do net go back
to those who had them before as a resuif
of the people, who may have had to boy=
row various sums of money fo cultivate
it and for other purposes, not finding it
possible to pay up their dues.  The idea
of buying those lands is to protect the
peoaple, and therefore the lands should
not be allowed to go back to those who
owned them hefors,

Dr. Nicholsen 1 As a member of
the Centmi Hmz»iw and Planfsing Asie
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made by the hon. Member for Central
Demerara. Dealing with the Campbell-
ville area, it was not bought by Gover:u-
ment for developmental purposes. The
hon. Member knows very well that
Campbellville was bought to protect the
people there from possible exploitation
by a company which was being formed
to purchase the property from the own-
ers. The people knew they were gc-
ing to be exploited and so they came
to Government and asked through me
for protection. TIn 1947 when the hon.
Member was canvassing for the (General
Elections, it was reported that he said
he would see to it that Government take
this land from the owners and give it to
the people. Well, later on when the
lands were put up for sale the people
went to him and asked rim to see that
they were not sold to that Company.
They reported to me that the hon. Mem-
ber told them they must go and help
them elves and do not worry him. After
a long time they came to me at my sur-
gery—a committee of plot-holders—and
asked me to intercede with Government
for them.

I took the matter up with the
Planning Authority who said they
did not have enough money to purchase.
When he learnt that they had come to me
he then brought the matter up. I spoke
about it and the non. the Financial Sec-
retary and Treasurer at once got inter-
ested as his brother-in-law who worked
with the owners, had spent some con-
siderable amount of money in preparing
Campbellville for housing, and he
thought it would be a shame if that
property fell into ‘the hands of the
Company that was formed to purchase
it. The first thing the hon. the Finan-
cial Secretary did was to get in touch
with Bookers who agreed to sell the
whole property to Government in order
te protect the people there. The Com-
pany was willing to buy at a figure far
in excess of $480,090, but the owners
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said to them: “We will not sell to you;
the people must be protected.”

That is how the land was got for the
working people to rent. "It was not in-
tended to be a developmental area, it was
purchased and a considerable amount of
money has been spent in drainage and
irrigation and the preparation of roads,
etc. Anyway, we have arrived at
a stage where transports are to be
passed to the plot-holders. I can assure
hon. Members that Government does not
propose to make one penny, not a far-
thing, on the deal. The land will be sold
to those persons for whom it was
hought. Obviously there will be persons
who can pay oulright for the lands
they purchase, while others will only be
able te pay perhuvns 50 per cent. and
others 25 per cent., but there will he =
long-term lease for which there will be a

little interest charge. That is the
reason for purchasing the land — for
those persons who say they want

to have a little piece of land to call their
ewn in this world and do not want
to remain as they are. If they do
not have the money, they must naturally
borrow it from somewhere, perhape the
Building Society. Some persons find it
difficult to obtain loans from the In-
surance Companies who cannot lend
money on houses on lease land. That is
what is happening.

But Government goes further; all
the money that has been collected up to
the present moment as rental will be
spent on the improvement of Campbell-
ville. Government contemplates going
even further to get TNinance Committee
to approve a vote for re-conditioning the
roads in Campbellville. So I think we
are doing a very great deal for th
people of Campbellville. Therefore, hon.
Members cannot now come on the eve of
the (teneral Elections and say that Gov-
ernment is doing nothing for the people,
That is all being done for Election pur-
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poses, and I am rather angered about
it. Those are the facts.

oming to tke Deccanting Centre
at Albuoystown and La 1'enitence, the
Cential Housing and Planning Authority
is making very adequate provision to
house those persons in the area which
is proposed to be used for industrial
purposes. There are persons who are
renting rooms and cottages in that area.
Those persons will be translated to the
IL.a TPenitence flats and whatever rental
they were accustomed to pay, be it 5
or $7 per month. They would be placed
in one of these flats temporarily. These
flats are normally rented for $18
per month each; for similar flats pri-
vately owned in Georgetown, the rental
would he as much as $40 per month, But
the people at the Centre are onlv naving
$18 per month. Those people living in
Albuoystown and pavine $8 and %10 ner
month will be translated to more hygien-
ic surroundings. with all the amenities
of sanitation and things like that. We
had a gentleman who visited the Cenire
recentlv—one who travelled throughout
the whole Caribbean—and he said that
the flats at La Penitence were the finest
ones he had seen in the whole area.

I ued the word “translated” be-
cause it is going to make all the differ-
ence to the lives and outlook of the peo-
ple when they are removed from tha
squalor, filth and dirt where they are
now in - Albouyvstown. And what
about those nersoliis who own a spot
of land in that area ? They would
be provided with a similar piece of land
on which to build their own homes in
that area a little wnv north from the T.o
Penitence area—and thev would be ade-
quately compensated for the removal and
be able to bnild their houses in that area
under vperfectly sanitary conditions.
What about those person who are rent-
ing rooms at $5 and $6 per month?
Finance Committee nassed a bill to build
four larege flats further east where those
persons will have one or two rooms which
may b divided into little compartments.
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1 assure hon, Members that a paternal
Government, such as we know our Gov-
ernment to be, would never do anything
to the detriment of the people of this
country and the people in Campbellville
and in Albouystown.

Dr. Jagan: The hon. Member (Dr.
Nicholson) said that Campbellville was
never meant to be a developmental schere.
If he had read any of the reports sub-
mitted by the hon. the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer about this matter he
would have seen the word “development”
appearing everywhere. He also speaks
of my being an executive of this com-
pany that was to be formed to purchase
Campbellville. T de not know who are
the xecutives of the company.

Dr. Nichelson : T never said that
the hon. Member is associated with the
company.

Dr. Jagan : The hon. Member for
Georgetown North, (Dr. Nicholson) said
that these people in that area were to be
protected no matter who purchased the
land. The point not to be lost sight of
is that the land is within the jurisdic-
tion of the Rent Restriction Ordinance
and, therefore. no individual there can
be thrown out or charged any exorbitant
rent. The hon. Member mentioned that
the land would have been sold out. That
is only pulling a red herring across the
trail to fcol some of the people who do
not know the facts. The real facts are
that some of the people wanted to nwn
the land, but could not do so as it was
suggested that it must be taken over by
Government and I supported it. [ was
looking at the prorosition as an econo
mic one so far as the people were con-
cerned. If we are to give benefits to the
p ople in corgetown, as he is saying
our paternal Government is giving, thep
GGovernment must provide for these peo
ple in Campbellville as well. I am not
against providing benefits for people,
but do not let us say that the Govern-
ment is not making a pennv out of his

ale. Government is not supposed to,
and T do not think Government is an
agent. I think that Government is go-
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ing to develop this area. Proposals are
before this Committee as to how much
money is to be spent for the develop-
ment of this area. Let him say that is
not true,

The Financial Secretary and T'reas-
urer: I do not know whether the hon.
Member for Central Demerara (Dr.
Jagan) is addressing this Council or the
people outside. The hon. Member for
Georgetown North (Dr. Nicholson) i
guite correct. There is a certain amount
of confusion in this matter. I think the
whole thing started in 1949 when, as a
result of what the hon. Member for
Georgetown North said, I spoke to Mr.
W. 8. Jones and then I wrote a letier to
Government, I think it was sometime in
February, about the third. I spoke to
Mr. Jones, telling him that Government
should make every effort to acquire the
land which was lor sale in the interest
of the lessees. -The idea was to acquire
the land and sell it out in lots to the ex-
isting lot-owners, with the view thar
they should build their own homes
and pay for them by monthly instalments.
There was no question of development.
After the purchase by Government. the
land was to be surveyed and im-
mediate arrangements made for the sale
to the lot-owners. The hon. Member
does not know this: we had proposed
there and then, and even if it might not
have been for that exact purpose, to
levy a small toll to maintain the ameni-
ties of the area.

As regards the maintenance of the
place, I said before that Government are
spending and will spend all the money
received from rents. That is to say,
there is no profit-making on the opera-
tion at all. Of couvse, we were told that
the previous owners made quite a lot of
money out of it.

Dr. Jagan: To a point of coriec-
tion! I said the Company made a profit
of $10,000 p r annum in running the
whole estate, and when Government pur-

chased for $480,000 the interest charges
amounted to about $6,000 for half of

the area.’
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The inancial Secretary and Treas-
urer: Whether the previous owners o
Campbellville made a handsome profit
out of it or not, I am not talking about
profits, Government purchased f o r
$480,000 and considered that a good
price.  With interest rates at 3% per
cent, Government will be selling the
whole area to the people; it is not to be
charged to public fund. All the rent
collected will go towards maintenance of
the estate. I am neve ‘theless a little
bit disappointed myself as regards the
delay of the sale. I think it is to some
extent inexcusable, since the Plan-
ning Authority has been working on
the project for a long time. It is

also in a position to transport
and the price has been approved
and sanctioned by Government as
one hon. Member stated, at T7i cents

per square foot. That means that the
existing tenants have to pay prices rang-
ing from approximately $312 in the case
of inside lots and $720 for the outside
ones. That is a calculation made by the
simple process of dividing the area into
lots. There is no profit element in it
whatever, so that the existing lots will
get the benefits of the prices without the
imposition of capital charges.

It is also proposed to permit those
lot-holders who do not have the cash, to
spread their payments over an extended
period at a reasonuable rate of interest——
to pay by way of an annuity. That is
part of the scheme. What is more im-
portant is the question of the sale of
the unoccupied lots. That is a matter
which the Central Planning Authority
has before it. It is for exactly the same
reason that the hon. Member for Central
Demerara mentioned. If the Authority
puts the lots up at auction it is quite
conceivable that the very people who
wanted to get hold of the estate be-
fore might come in and buy at a high
pri- "and res 1l at a ~extravagant price.
Tt is not an easy matter to determine
what is the most rea onable and ap-
propriate way of disposing of those
unoccupied lots in respect of whick, I
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understand, theve are over R90 applicants

~for about 200 lots. But whatever sys-

i:em or plan is devised for distributing
~ those lots, it must be one that will
f{‘emare there can be no speculation in
_ the resale of the property. I think my-
elf that conditions ean be framed whicn
will make it equitable for those who
aaiiy need the lots, to buy without eapi-

E’ﬁmpb&llviﬂe forms  part of the
Greater Georgetown Plan, and most of
s would like to see it incorporated in
the City. If that happens, a high
anking authority like the Georgetown
own Couneil would have to provide for
_its development, not development free
- of cost to those who live there. How
¢an it be? The hon. Member expects
he Government to spend a large sum of
oney as capital expenditure as a free
ift to the people who live there. 1f
t is a local authority or if it is part of
 the Georgetown Town Council and
 development takes place, for the par-
ticular development all the inhabitants
of the particular area, quite obviously,
would have to pay a rate and, 1 am sure,
would be plad to pay that rate.

. These lots are fairly cheap
1t the present and, conseguently any
lot-holder who !lives there, if fur-

nished with good roads, bridges and
other amenities such as potable water
supply. would he ¢lad to pay rates, [
hope the hon. Member would not allow
the remarks he made here — that they
are entitled to this at the expense of
Governtient — to be repeated becanse
Government  purchased the land in
order fo assist them. I .am bitierly
. disappointed at the speech of the hon.
~ Member, because I think he should
know that half of what he said is enly
imagination. There iz nothing  what-
_ever in this transaction which can lead
_ anyone to believe that Government
 would purchase the estate, put up a
 magnificent scheme and leave the
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tenants ag before, paying no more thﬁm
a few cents per month. ~

Mr. Fernandes: I am xmt surprised
at the speech the hon. Member for
Central Demerara made yesterday on
Campbellville. 1 am also not surprised
at the statement he made when he said
that the poor do not get protection and
that they will take the law inte thoiwr
own hands. That is nothing surprising,
as those are statements we have become
accustomed to by mnow. It is really
amusing to me to see him chime
in on this Campbellville issue at
this very late stage. While the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer
gaid he did not know whether the
facts mentioned by the hon. Member
were part of ‘his imagination. I can
tell him that they were not part of his
imagination but part of his pre-election
promises and as such, naturally they have
to be defended at this time. 71 think
vou, sir, and Members of this Council
must realize that over a year, perhaps
two yvears age, I came time and again
into this Council on this Campbellville
issue, and 1 must admit that the Ad-
ministration has begwed for the type
of speech we got from the hon. Member
(D, Jagan) this afterncen,

As late as  yesterday T got
some of my questions answered, and
even then Government, in giving those
answers, did not see it fit to give the
date for the transports in respect of
the lots at Campbellville. Had Gov-
ernment said that steps are heing taken
to have transports passed inside of a
month to those who are ready to
purchase the lots, that speech would
never have been made. You will res
member, siv, that yesterday I particus
larly appealed to Government that
those transports be passed, as many
as possible, before the 27th Aprli i
had very good reasons for that bacame
the p&ap!e in f‘ampbelmﬁe, as soon as
the first transport is passed and one of
them gets title to the land which he
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has been leasing, would be satisfied, and
all this campaign against the purchase
of Campbellville and against the price
paid by Government for it, would fall
to the ground. It is right and prudent
that it should fall to the ground befere
the 27th April.

I have been paying a lot of attention
to this Campbellville matter even
though it is not in my constituency. I
was not doing it for political reasocmns.
I was doing it pecause I was one of
those who fought very strongly along
with the hon. Member for Georgetewn
North (Dr. Nichelson) and the hon.
Member for Georgetown South (Mr.
Carter) to force Gevernment to protect
those people. When I disclosed to a
few of those good people what was
likely to be the price of those lots, I
can assure you, they leaped for joy, and
I am sure when the figure is published
and they have had the occasion to work
out what they have to pay for the lots
they are going to be the happiest people
in British Guiana. I say that without
fear of contradiction.

I was very pleased with one
answer given yesterday to the ques-
tions on Campbellville, and the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treas-

urer has mentioned it. The hon.
Member for Ceutral Demerara did
not think it worthy of even casual

mention, and that is, that Government
has decided to spend the gross takings
from this area on fixing the roads and
other amenities. The words used in the
reply were “The whole of the revenue
derived from vrents..” not the dif-
ference between thc¢ revenue and the
expenditure. [ venture to say the
expenditure is quite a tidy sum. Gov-
ernment has properiy decided that the
interest on the capital expenditure
should be borne by the entire country
and that those people should not be
made to pay it, e2ven though Govern-
ment can justifiably charge them with
it because the land was bought for their
benefit.
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I am going to refer to the state-
ment made in. connection with the
swamping of those lots at Campbell-
ville. Anyone who knew that arca
before Bookers empoldered their littie
building development area, would know
that the particuiar spot where houses
are now along side the public road wus,
perhaps, the lowest bil of land in that
area and was flooded after 20 minutes
rainfall. It is said that I suppoited
the hon. Member when he mentioned
that the pump that was pumping that
area and throwing the water into the
Cummings Canal was responsible for
the flooding of Campbellville. I did no
such thing. I never supported him in
any way. I live in Subryanville, and at
one time I inspected the situation and
it was found that the Subryanville
surface water was running over to the
Bookers’ area and being pumped by that
pump and, therefore, the draining of that
land cannot revert to Subryanville,

It is obvious to anybody that
a portion of Georgetown is be-
ing drained through the Cummings
Canal, and we& have heard sug-
gestions made similar to the one
made by the hon Member that a pumg
should be put at cach of the kokers ir
the City, but when the facts and figures
were produced it was found that wr
needed several pumps to keep the Cit;
dry when there is a heavy downpour.
Those pumps will oniy be needed two or
three times a year and therefore, it wa
thought to be better perhaps, to put ug
with the occa ioral slight flooding o
the City than to erect those pumps.

If the hon. Member’s desire was tha
these people shouid not be flooded, anc
if it was his honest opinion that an
flooding they suffer was the direct re
sult of this water being pumped fror
the Bookers’ area into the Cumming
Canal, one would have thought he woul
have gone to the trouble to find out th
bore of thepump and the horse power usec
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and then come in here and suggest to
Government that this water that is being
thrown into the canal by this pump is
causing flooding, and therefore the can-
al should be relieved of the exact or a
greater quantity of that water by in-
stalling a similar size pump at the bot-
tom end to take this water off. Bul of
ourse he did not do that. I can tell him
this: if it is checked up by an engineer it
would be found that all the water that
can be drained into that canal by this
pump cannot raise the level of the water
by a single inch. I say that without fear
of contradiction.

The hon. Member must not forget that
at all times the Cummings Canal drains
this area that is now being pumped. Aii
the water that falls from God’s heaven
on to that piece of earth has to go into
the Demerara River wia the Cummings
Canal. If it does not go immediately it is
hecause the land is low, but: it has to go
at some other time. If it.is pumped, 1l
only means that it gets into the canal
earlier than it would have got there
through the ordinary natural surface
drainage. Campbellville does not flood
any more than CGeorgetown or Subry-
anville, or any of those other places, but
naturaily it is further away from the
mouth of the Cummings Canal than
Georgetown is and, therefore, George-
town gets relieved earlier.

Any time we have had a spell of dry
weather and there is a sudden heavy
downpour of rain that puts all our City
avenues and soms of cur streets undei
water, that first downpour has abso-
lutely no effect on Campbellville and Su-
bryanville and those areas at the upper
end, but after the rain has fallen for
a considerable time the water accumu-
lates there and the City gets relief muvch
faster than those areas. The question of
the drainage of Campbellville is exactly
the same as that of Georgetown, Kitty,
Subrvanville. It was very fortunate for
us, residents of Subryvanville and the
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upper reaches of Kitty and even Camp-
bellville, that the original owners of the
land whom he complained about, saw fit
to drain that land and prevent it from
being what it was formerly—a mosquito
swamp. If they are planting cassava
there, all I can say is that they are pro-
aucing fcod out of bad land which haa
never produced in thwe history of the place
and not within my lifetime, as I have
been passing that area throughout my
lifetime. To come here and make the
statement that the small pumps that are
working in that area are flooding the
Cummings Canal 1o such an extent as to
cause Campbellville to go under, is a
statement the hon. Member should be
ashamed of. I would have been
ashamed of it if I had made that mis-
take, because I would have known that
it is not true.

I am tempted to ask Government to
advertise for sale before the 27th April,
at least half a dozen of the unallocated
lots at Campbellville. If Government puts
them up for sale at auction before the
27th April, there would be a different
tale to tell on that day, because I am
absolutely certain that the price the lot-
holders at Campbellville will have to
pay will be less than one-half of what
those unoccupied lots are going to fetch
at auction. If Government wants to ben-
efit the lot-holders
along the lines the hon. Member has sug-
gested, it can do so quite easily.
going to throw out
all Government bought Campbellville pri-
marily for the prctection of those oe-
cupving land there and not for the pro-
tection of persons who had no land or in-
terest there and the persons who are go-
ing to go in there to live. No
deny that—that Government should putu
:tauction 25 lots at a time of the
left unoccupied, and I can assure Gov-
ernment that by the time the
is sold Government will have
$100,000 over and above the
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was paid for the land with which to de-
velop the entire area. In that case Gov-
ernment will have to develop the pre-
sent occupied area and the other avea.
Perhaps the hon. Member would like to
see Government d¢ that, and it would
be an easy matter for Government to do
that.

But Government will have to decide
at this stage whether it is going to put
up those 200 lots at auction which were
not bought for the protection of auy-
body and should Le sold to anyone who
wants to buy at the market price, and
the money used for the development of
the entire area. At least Government
will be doing twe things — it will be
giving the lie to the statement that
Government paid five times the value
of the land, and it will also give the
people in the area the satisfaction of
knowing that all they had been told and
all they had been incited to do to stop
Government buying the land at the time
Government was negotiating the pur-
chase ‘was against their interest. Gov-
ernment, I maintained, acted in the
interest of the people and I supported
Government in the purchase because 1
realized it was going to be a Godsend
to the people in the area.

Now, 8ir, I still think that
Government should advance some mon-
ey 1in order to proceed to fixing
the roads, and that money repaid
over a long period. .1 have no doubt
that if the transports are issued prompt-
ly a Local Authority would be formed.
The people in the .iarea are definite
that they want amenities, and they are
equally definite that they are prepared
t) pay a reasonable taxation in order to
procure those amenities. As I have said
before, Government begged for the kind
of speech it got berause of the absolute-
ly—and in my opinion to use the words
of the hon. the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer—inexcusable delay in bring-
ing this matter to a head. It is delay of
this kind that causes persons to be able
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to get away with a lot of falsehood and

. fool some of the people for a good deal

of the time.

The other issue of the Central Plun-
ning Housing Authority is a very delicate
one. I refer to tiie slum clearance of u
certain block in Albouystown. This
morning | had a visit from one of the
proprietors of that area. He owns quite
a respectable building in that area, a
building in which the gentleman and
his family have lived for years and years
and which they keep in an excellent con-
dition. When he came to me his words
were: “What is happening? Are you
bringing Stalin and Russia down here¢?”
I said, “My friend, what do you mean?”
He then said to me “I have been living
in my house God knows how long, and i
have got a note to call on the Planning
Authority with a view to having my
house taken away from me. A valuaticn
is to be placed on it as to what should
be paid for it. [ do not want morey.
What I want is a house to live in. Now
[ am going to be thirewn on the street.”
That gentleman has a number of build .
ings on the very land and they are all
in very good condition, having been re-
conditioned quite recently, They are all
to be taken down and removed from the
land. That is a delicate situation.

At thistime whenhouses inthis City
are terribly in short supply, 1 consider it
a crime to take respectable buildings,
comparatively new buildings in excellent
condition, and just break them down
and, as the hon. Member for Central
Demerara said, leave the land without
buildings for an industrial area. It is
true some Members may say that Gov-
ernment will find places for those pec-
ple to live in, but 1 think that pulling
down building of that class cannot by
any stretch of imagination be consider-
ed slum clearance. 1 think Government
will be spending money on something it
cannot afford to de at this time. If Gov-
ernment has the momey to buy those
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buildings, then for goodness sake use that

money to erect new ones and pull down

only those that can be properly classed
_as slum buildings. 1t is a retrograde step
- for Gevernment to take.

1 advised the gentleman to go
" to the Planning Authority and find

out exactly what they want to do

with him and then return to me, and
in the light of what has been told
_him 1 will know exactly how to act.
- That is if he gets back to me between
now and the end of February as, 1 have
said it before, 1 propose to ask for leave
o the end of February for several
reasons which I am not going to repeat.
1 want to warn Government at this stage
not to pull down any residence in good
condition, because there are a number
slum buildings  in the particular
{"Fhai; is something which British
lana canuat afford at this moment, -

Bﬁfere taking my ‘seat 1 want agai
"f‘m ask Government to try and hurry up
Ise ransports, and above all totry
‘ the people of Campbellville
‘ mtxfzeé immediately that the price
kfmw to pay is 7 1/4 cents per
squarefoot. 1 am sure they are going to
. \ppy Over it, and it will give them
the idea that they can have their trans:
orf frzghtaway 1 understand that it is
(wamma&t& intention to give them 10
_years to pay for the land, if they have
1 gﬁﬁ: the moaey  and do not want
mmzeémte iransport particularly. Let
us assume that the land ecosts $312 at
. the beginning. That amount will carry
interest of 6 per cent. which amwnts
to $18.72 a year. For ten years the cost
will be $31.20 a year which with the
interest will give approximately $50,
which when divided into 12 menths will
give a sum of just over $4 p&r month
16 be paid by these persons.  But the
amount is going to be reduced as time
goes along, and the interest will go down

as the capical reduces. :
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“tant moneylenders.
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At the end of 10 years the peo-
ple will own their homes. I ean
assure the hon. Member for Gaﬁmé
Demerara that they aie going to awn
their homes, despite the addxtzmxai
payment of 6 per cent. interesy,
without any money-ienders puttmg their
hands on them. There is one &atmiactmu
they will have and that is. any money-
lenders who may have given loans on
their houses, now that they are on lease
land, will have to remove them
the minute Government decides 1o
sell the land on which they stand
The owners will no longer have 1o
pay 10 per cent, per month or 50 per
cent. a year as interest to those exorbr
They can borrow the
money from the Building Society at 6
per cent, interest and release their
houses from the clutches 0{ the money-
lenders, and in the not too distant

~futnre be able to own their homes

without any mortgage or debt on them.

Dr. Jagan : There is one p int [
want to correct. The hon. Member
gaid I 1eferred to cassava growing on
a portion of Bel Air and that he had
seen that land not preducmg am’ébmg
for years. I would like to point out to
him and other Members of Council that
this area—Bel Air—and the areas east
of it were for a long time sustaining a
very lucrative dairy industry which
slowly but surely has been destroyed. If
the hon, Member says nothing was
growing there and it is better to grow
cassava there now, that is only one side
of the picture. Taking away the land
from the people who are growing provi-
sions and rearing dairy cattle there, is
going to create a very serious situation
for thoge people. Those people have now
approached me to ask Government's per
mission to graze their cattle on the fore
shore where there ig grass.  The hon
Member must not say that because the
land was there and not being planted
with cassava before, it was not ’bamg
utﬂlzed at a!!
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Mr. Fernandes: I would like to
say that I was correct in my statement.
That particular land never carried any
dairy-cattle. For the most part of the
year it was a swamp and had “busy
busy” which cattle do not feed on. Asre-
gards the matter in which the hon. Mem-
ber was approached to get Government’s
permission for cattle to graze on the
foreshore, I think the people had that
permission three or four years ago.
Every morning as T look out from my
house T sec a herd of beautiful cattle
grazing on the foreshore, and at nights
it I happened to take a long route to
my home, especially when the street in
which T live was under repair, T had a
job to get through the herd of cattle on
the stretch of road hetween the “S” bend
and the gap to turn into Subryanville.
They are driven from Bel Air every
morning after being milked on to the
foreshore and also every night. In the
mornings T see them also being driven
back home to be milked. T take it that
that is not being done without permis-
sion. T am very surprised to hear ncw
after two years that the hon. Member has
been asked to obtain permission for that
The area referred to by the hon. Mem-
ber is 50 per cent. covered with ‘“busy-
busy” and no cattle are put on it. To
say that the people are thrown out of
their dairy industry is not correct.

Dr. Jagan: The hon. Member
always speaks very dogmatically as if it
is the voice of God speaking, but I am
sure it is correct to say that the people
cut grass besides feeding their cattle on
that land. e mentioned that cows
have been grazing on the foreshore for
the past two vears. If that was done,
it was simply because the Drainage
Board closed its eyes to it, but whenever
the Board desired to impound the cattle
there it does so. Thirty-two heads of
sheep were impounded even though the
Drainage Board said no sheep would be
impounded.
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Mr. Macnie : To a point of correc-
tion ! I think the hon. Member is re-
ferring to the Sea Defence Board, and
I happen to be the Chairman of that
Board.

Dr. Jagan : If it is done, it is nct
being done legally. The -people have no
grazing facilities at the moment and
have to take their cattle there.

Mr. Carter : I would like to voice
my protest against the acquisition of
that lot—6—in the Albouystown area,
where it is proposed to remove the build-
ings and put some industrial concern
there. I believe it is the same place my
friend, the hon. Member for Georgetown
Central, was referring to. The houses
there are in a very good condition. Tt iz
one of the best lots in the Albuoystown
area and one of the lots that ought not
to be acquired by this Government be-
cause of the inconvenience it will cause
to the tenants who live there and of the
large sum which must necessarily be
given to the owner as compensation for
the removal of such fine buildings. T
feel it is not too late for that scheme
to be changed and seme other area tal-en

for anv proposed industryv. I think that
some other area in Albouystown should

be acquired where the buildings are not
so good as these particular ones. The
people are to be taken out of there and
put in the new Deeanting Centre where
they have to pay six times the rent
they pay now.

Mr. Lee: The hon. Member fo»
Georgetown North (Dr. Nicholson) said
that the people will be translated from
the slum area to the Decanting Centre
and will be given buildings the rental
for which is $18 per month.

Dr. Nicholson : To a point of cor-
rection! I did not say they will be given
houses at $18 per month. That is what
is being paid now for the houses at the
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Decanting. Centre. I said definitely that
if they are paying $5 per month as rent
now they would get a $1 per month flat
dwelling to live in for $5.

Mr. Lee : If that is correct 1 have
nothing more to say. I know that some
of the people are very poor and cannot
rent a flat at $1 per month,

The Chairman : T am afraid I do
not know what the position is as regards
the slum area. the
intention

s far as 1 know,
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is not to pull down good"’
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buildings but to deal with the slum
buildings. For that purpose it may how-
ever be neces ary to declare the whole
area a slum area. The matter will be
looked into.

Head passed at $64,391.
Council resumed.

The Pre ident : As hon. Members
know, I wish to discuss certain matters
with them informally after this meeting
The Council is now adjourned to 2 p.m.
tomorrow.
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