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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, 5TH F:€BRUARY, 1953 

The Council m.et at 2 p.m. 

PRESENT 

The President, His Excellency the 
Officer Administering ihe Government, 
Mr. John Gutch, C.M.G., 0.B.E. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
Mr. J. L. Fletcher, 0.B.E., T.D. (Acting) 

The I-Ion. the Attorney Gene .. .al 
Mr. r. W. Holder, Q.C. 

The Hon. the Finandai Secxetary, 
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavicl, 
C.l\l.G., C.B.E. 

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E., 
( Demerara-Esseq uibo) 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson, 
(Georgetown North). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River). 

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 
{Nominated) 

The Hon. V. Roth, 0.B.E. (Nomi­
nated) 

The. Hon. C. P. Ferreira, (Berbicc 
River) 

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan 
(Demerara River_) 

The Hon. J. Fernandes, (George­
tow� Central) 

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan, (Central 
Demerara) 

The Hon. A. T. Peters, (Western 
Berbice) 

The Hon. G. H. Srnel!lie, (Nomi­
nated) 

The Hon. J. Carter, (Georgetown 
South) 

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, (Nomi­
natcd). 

The Hon. W. A. l\facnie, C.M.G., 
O.B.E., (Nominated) 

The Clerk read prayers. 

CONFIRM:ATIOJ\' OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting h.;ld 

on Wednesday, the 4.th of February, 
19'53, as printed and circulated,· were 
taken as read. 

Mr. Srnel'lie : There is a very small 
clerical error on the las,t page ( 5) of 
the Minutes. With re.ference to the ad­
journment it is stated: "It being pa�s 
the adjournment . . . ''. The word 
should be "past". Subject to that 
amendment the minutes can be confirm­
ed. 

Amendment made and Minutes con·· 
firmed. 

PRESENTATION OF RE,PORTS AND DOCU ·· 
.MENTS 

The Colonial Secretary (M::. 
Fletcher, Acting) : I beg to lay on the 
table the following:-

The Report of 1 he Directors of the N-ew 
Widows' and Orphans' Fund for the year 
1951. 

The Report of the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for the ear ended 31st Dec-em­
ber, 1952. 

The Reports of the Advisory Committees 
appointed to investigate the wages and 
conditions of employment in Cinemas, 
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make an obsetvation under IA. I no­
tice that in the reorganization of the 
cleriC'al department certain changes have 
been made, and l note we are now going 
to have a "'Governor;s Secretary;' and 
"Clerk to the E:rncutive Council'' :md 
also an "Assistant Clerk fo the Execu­
tive Council". A special memorandum 
tvas submitted to ti::: stating in detail the 
i'eorgahization of the Secr1eitariat so thfit 
the rtew ConstitutioTi with the Minis­
ters etc., will work very smoothly. Tn 
my opinion we have planned in the Es­
timates for too much staff, and in the 
case of this head-Governor's S'ecretar­
iat-particularly, I feel that one Secre­
tary, whether we call jt Governor's Sec­
retary or Clerk to the E)Qecutive Coun­
cil, should be enoug-h, instead of two as 
proposed. t will, therefore, move a r1�­
duction of the whole Head by $5,400. It 
is my o:pinion that there should be a 
competent Secretary or Clerk to the Gov­
ernor and that th� post should be put 
on the Estimates at a sa.J.ary of approxi -
mately $4,800 per annum, which will be 
a salary of $400 per month. I think 
that is, indeed, quite a handsome salary 
for any officer to be the Clerk to the Ex­
ecutive Council or the Governor's Secre­
tary. At the moment we do know that 
.a Civil Servant is performing the <lu­
tie,s o.f Clerk to the Executive Council 
and .his salary doe3 not reach the figure 
of $400 per month. 

Another point ·which has to be +ak­
,en in reviewing :his matter is that un­
der the new Constit.utio,n the Governo1� 
will be relieved of his duties as Presi­
,dent of this Council, or of the House of 
Assembly as it w,ill then be know!l. 
Consequently, we may say the Governor 

·will have more time to devote to his;
duties of looking after the welfare mid
interest of the Colony as a whole. fo
view of that, I consider, as I have point­
ed out before, that the functions of the
Governor's Secretary and Clerk to tlrn
Executive Council and of the Assistant
,clerk to the Exe utive Council �hp�l4 be

united and one p·erson appointed in­
stead at $400 per month. The explana­
tion given in Finance Committe·e wu� 
that this o.fficer will have to be a very 
high ranking officer who will have to 
be a sort of liaison between the Gover· 
nor and the Ministers. Tihe Ministers 
will be putting forward proposals which 
will have to be submitted to the Gover­
nor and also to the Executive CouncH, 
and this individuaJ will have the res­
ponsibiliity o.f putting those proposals in 
shaipe, etc. But wi1en we come to ex­
amine the composition of the Minis�crs 
we find that each Minister himself ,vill 
be provided with a competent Secretary, 
and further, · the Minister will also be 
guided by the Head of his Department. 
So I do not see where it will be neces­
sary ,to have such a person holding such 
a strategic position to be a guide and 
adviser to the Ministers. I do not think 
it is necessary. I feel that we can save 
a good sum of money every year by delet­
ing those two items or reducing t}ie 
heaid as I have mentioned. I think that 
while we are preparing for the new Con­
stitution and are reorganiz,ing the Gov­
·ernment, at the same time we should
keep in mind the expenditure which we
have to meet under the various heRds
for social develo,pment. I think w�
should try to c.urtail expenditure ;:is
much as possible, and this is one direc­
tion, 1I feel, in which it should be dorre.

Mr. Fernandes: It is my desire to 
see the new Constitution work smoo:hly 
and effiiciently, and I disagree with the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara (Dr. 
Jagan) when he says the Ministers will 
be guided by the heads of their De­
partments. I think the position wil; be 
the opposite, taking it for granted that 
we have Ministers capable of guiding· 
the heads of Departments. Because of 
rriv desire to see the Minister,ial SyBtem 
w�rk satisfactori1y right at the begin­
ning, 'I am not guing to agree with the 
hon. Member's motion for the reduction 
of thi� I1eE14� After the system has 
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been working for s•ix months or so and 
it is found that there is one clerk too many 
under this head. I have no doubt that 
thos whose job it will be to see that no 
unnecessary money is spent, will recnm � 
mend or move the deletion of the post 
at that stage. 

Dr. Jagan: I did not mean to infer 
that the Ministers ·will be guided by the 
Heads of Departrn.ents. Obviously there 
must be some amount of co-opera·· 
tion between the Heads of Departmei�t.s 
and the Ministers, because all the facts 
are at the disposal of the Heads of De­
partments who will bring suggestions to 
be considered either ,by the Mb­
ister of the particular Department 
or in conjunction with his colleagues. 
When that is <lone, the suggestion 
will be whipped into shape , by the 
Minister's Secretary who will also be 
a responsible individua1, as we see it, 
and then forwarded to the Governor or 
the Executiw Council. I do not see 
that a great deal of further ·examination 
wilJ he necessary at that stage, especia,1-
ly as the Minister will be there with a 
1·esponsible Sec1retary. We have very 
ca,pable persons in the Civil Service to­
day. We have seen reports of vario,u.., 
Committees written by them from t;me 
to time and we know the admir2.ble 
work they do. I do not say I do not 
want the new Constitution to work 
smoothly, but I desjre to see that we do 
not have a 1redundancy of expenditure. 
I know from experience that once heads 
are put in the Estimates it takPs thr 
Almighty to remove them. Those 
heads grow and grow and, as one hon. 
Member suggests, the experimental babe 
put on the Estimates becomes a perman­
ent burden on the people. 

The Financial Secretary and T�f'a. -­
urer: In the first place I want to as­
::;ure hon. Members that this re-organiza­
tion which we have provided for in the 
Estimates is by no means extravagant. 
We may be criticized for not being suf-

ficricntly generous in our staff establish­
ment for the Ministerial System, com­
pared with arrar;gements I have seen 
forecast for other Cokmies. I have seen 
that for .Jamaica, and ours when com·· 
pared with that niay he regarded as 
fantastically small. As regards· th,: 
Governor's Sec1retary I had tried to ex­
plain in detail in Finance Committee 
what his functions will be, and I can do 
no better than refer this Council to Leg­
i lative Council Paper No. 8 of 1%2, 
the paragr·aph dealing with the Secn�­
tary's position. Ail I can do is to r�::id 
it. It says: 

"Governor's Secretary, Para III of the 
Report. 
''As proposed by the Constitutional Com­
mission, the Ministerial system will neces­
sitate the appointment of a senior official 
as Governor's Secretary who would also 
perform the duties of Clerk to the Execu·· 
tive Council. All papers suibmitted by 
Ministers £or consideration by the Gover­
nor and/ or the Executive Council will pa.5s 
through him, and it will be his task to en­
sure that such submissions are made in 
proper �orm and to convey requests in the 
name of the :Governor, e.g. for further in­
formation on a <particular subject or for 
nrior consultation between two or more 
Ministers before re-submission and so on 

It will be his duty to scrutinize tele .. 
grams and despatches submitted by Min­
isters for transmission to the Secretary of 
State and other Governments in order to 
satisfy himself that they are in proper foru, 
for the Governor's approval:, in order to 
relieve the G/overnor of the burden of rou­
tine he will have to use his discretion in 
hims 1£ anthorisin)! the des,o::itch of tele­
P-rams and cablegrams on minor matters. 
He will be responsible for the circulaiio11 
to Ministers o./' c0oies of teleP.rams, des­
natchPs, etc., to "Ind from the SPcretary of 
State. 

His duties will aJrn comorise thP pre-. 
paration and circulation of the aitenda and 
minute<; of meetings of the ExecutivP. 
Cfluncil. Submissionp, to Executive Coun­
cil. save on minor q11Pstionp. will l10r-­

ma1Jv be made in th form of a compre­
hensive memorandum £or circulation to 
:rn�m:ber!'l. Meetin�s of the Executive Cnu:s1-
cil would be held, cis at present, at Gov­
E'rnment House. 
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The Governor's Secretary will be re6-
ponsible for the administration of the Gov­
ernor's Office. This would include as at 
present the cipher staff and1 

it w�:mld take 
over from the Secretariat the responsibili­
ty for registering outgoing and incoming 
mails to and from the Secretary of State 
and other Gover11;ments". 

I am quite sure, sir, hon. Members 
wm agree that th-is is a most important 
post. Tlhe re-org1anization which ha.s 
been provided for is by no means ex� 
travagant. We have not been espec'iall.,· 
generous in our staffing arrangementg 
and compared with o·ther areas in the 
Cartbbean, ours is slightly thin. 1 
rather think people in those areas 
will regard this as ,being fantasticail:{ 
sm,aU. I gather, ,3fr, from the hon. Mem­
ber's remarks, that the Governor's po:3i­
tion will be slightly ,alte1"\ed constitutJ.on­
a11y-that the Governor will himself be n 
sort of Olerk. Well, I think that is what 
he means. I think that the post to 
which the hon. Member has refe.rred is 
going to be a big one and carries with it 
heavy responsibility. I do. hope hon. 
Members will not support the amend­
ment for a reductfon. 

Dr. Jagan: I do no1t disagree with 
all the functions the individual will l-ia.ve 
to carry out, but who can say that w� 
annot get an individual to do this job 

for $400 p,er month? I do not like to 
throw bouquets in this Council, but "vYe 
have in this Council a very competent 
individual who can fill this position and 
w·ho, I am .sure, is no,t getting $400 per 
month but who, I think, can ·neverthe­
less fill the position admiriably. I feel 
vhat while we want the work to be done 
_fficiently, at the same time not brC', lJ�t' 

:1. man is paid $600 per moni.h that he is 
5oing to do it more efficiently than if hr.! 

is paid $400. I do not see that that ::u-
5ument holds at all. There ar many 
Jivil Servants ,,·ho are working for 
�200 or $150 per month and are do:_ng­
tUite efficient jobs. I do not think sal­
:1.ry alone is the whole consideration in 

Appropriation Bill 3G6� 

this matter. It is true we ·want .a rie!!· 
ponsi.ble individual, but I do not see why 
we cannot get that responsible individ-­
ual to carry out the duties for $400 per 
month. Let us take men from the Civil 
Service; let us share them for Ministers 
of the New Constitut'on. With ·regard 
to the remarks about the Governor, 1 
am not suggesting that the Governor 
should do the routine work of a Clerk, 
but 'I do suggest that the post in ques·­
tion oan be usefully carried out at a sal­
ary of $400 per mouth. 

Question put and .the Comm.itt "e 
divided and voted as follows: 

For: Dr. Jagan-1. 

Against : lVI•essrs. Macnie, Fer-
nandes, Smeillie, Capt. Coghlan, Dr. 
Nicholson, The Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer, the Attorney General; the 
Colonial Secretary--8. 

Amendment lost. 

II LEGISLATURE 

Dr. Jagan : I beg to move that this 
Head be reduced by the sum of $8/i4U. 
This is in connection with Item (f) 
where provision is made for the remun­
eration of a .S:;:ieaker and a number of 
Ministers and l\,fombers of the Legisla­
ture. Sir, we will r"call that there was 
greia,t controversy whether we should 
bave a single House or two House8 in 
tte New Constitution. One of trhe ob­
j ction to a second House or two Houses 
in the Legislature was that a second 
House was going to cost the Colony 
more money. We know the famous 
statement which has been made, that the 

pper House whir:'.h agrees with th 
:r .. wer Hous·e fa superfluous and the 01 

·which objects is qt1ite obnoxious. That
is the famous dictum of the Upper
House which has been quoted over and
over. But leaving that aside, the state­
ment has been definitely made that as
long as we provide for a second Cham-
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trying to make is that Members ought 
to see that by reducing this vote by a 
substantial sum worked out by surnc 
arithmetical device of the Hon. Member's 
own, cannot affect the terms of the 
Order-in-Council. This matter was 
debated fully when we had our discus­
sion in this Council on the Constitutfon 
arising out of khe Franchise Bill and tlie 
same point was made by the hon. Mem­
ber and was not a,3-cept,ed. I think very 
rightly too. We cannot discuss it now 
beciause, as I said, no reduction of the 
vote can possibly affect the State 
Council; and I think the hon. Member 
should withdraw the amendment. 1 t 
would not have the effect he. seeks. 

Dr. Jagan: The hon. the Financial 
Secretary and Treasurer suggested th2t 
we had complete discussion on i·he 
matter in \his Council. It is a pity we 
did not deal with tihe Constitution Report 
and Recommendations point by poi:i.1t; 
a.nd take a division on ·each point,
becaus-e I reciall that when the mattar 
was discussed we did so on .a separate 
Bill whicih th.ad to do with Aduit 
Suffr:age. An opportunity was not 
given in this Council for Members to 
discuss the subsequent dispatch from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Everything seems to have been accepted 
and handed down to us; we voted with­
out any division 1-rnd I oan see the diffi­
culty now. I shall, howeve:r, agree that 
so far as salaries are concerned, $1<50 
per month is adequate. I feel this sum 
is more than enough for any Minister. 
If anything at all, -the others should Le 
broug,ht down in line and not because 
Official Members ,are paid $800 and 
$700 per month that the Ministers must 
be taken up to those figures. I think 
$600 a very big salary, $300 to $400 
should .be the highest sal,ary, taking into 
consideration the standard of the peopl 
and the environment in which we live. 

Mr. Smellie: The hon. Member 
for Central Demerara referried to the 

I t of the Coristitution Commission 
cu1G. upon which he said he was not 
given an opprnrtunity to deibate. So far 
as I can remember, he was. By his 
speeoh he suggested that 1the Report 
might just as well. have been written by 
the Commissioners in England without 
coming here and that the members of 
that Commission came with their minds 
made up. I do net think it would have 
done him any good if we had gone 
through the Report clause by clause. 

Dr. Jagan : When the matter was 
considered, I discussed the Consti·· 
tution Report on the broad prin­
ciples of the L'ppe,r H o u s e and 
its relation to the Lower House and 
to this Colony. I did not discuss the 
details, and that is why I said that uu to 
this moment I was not given an oppor­
tunity to debate it. It is true I rejected 
the Report on- the Constitution on th 
ground that something was being fore -ct 
down our throats, I should like to make 
some points on the basis of the require­
ments. lln discussing the whole Report 
one has to make general observations. 
and in that way I say I was agains:t the 
Report. That does )not m�an that 
thP. various pofots in the recommenda·· 
tions weJ.·e not to be_ discussed fully. 

Capt. Coghlan: I am sorry I have 
not got a copy of the last Hansard. I

1·emember quite well when we were 
debating Aduat Suffrage that I made the 
observation that there we,re many other 
things in the Bill which we should have 
discussed and which sJiould hav,e been 
1mt on the Order Paper for discussion. 

Dr. Jagan: I will take the hon. 
the Financial Sec!"etary and Treasurer's 
advice and withdraw the amendment. 

Head put, and passed as printed. 

Il1I AGRICULTURE 

Dr. Jagan: Sir, when we were dis­
cussing the question of padi yesterday, 
I made a very broad and sweeping state-
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ment that the Colony had gone mad so 
far as rice was ooncemed. I said that. 
because I saw a very great danger aheacl 
of our agricultural economy b.ecoming 
lop-sided. Rice is pushing out ca:tle 
and cattle are pushing out ground 
provisions. The hon. Member .for 
Central Georgetown referred to .rice 
aultivatiou in the H.upununi, along the 
coastlands and in the interior. I would 
say that Government should give vt)r.v 
serious consideration to the setting up 
of some Committee-call it what you 
will-land settlement or land utilisation 
Committee - so that we can take a 
given area, especially those areas which 
are now being converted into proper 
agricultural lands at Blocks I, II and Ill 
Corentyne, and decide how the land must 
be us,ed and what should be reserved 
for pasture and for ground provision 
and so on. We have got on the Estimates 
under another head, provision for a 
Land Settlement Officer. I think tl•.at 
he should in coniunction with others, 
form a Committee -to go into this matter 
in very great detail so that we do not 
lead our agricultur� in a wrong way so 
far as the future is concerned. 

While we are making those lands 
available, I feel that we should also c.arry 
out extensive soil surveys in those areas, 
because I do not think it is good enough 
simply to make the lands available and 
let them out to the people to plant 
whatev,er they lil<e. There must be 
a proper soil survey so that the 
planting would be of the best. In the 
same way that Government is giving 
tl'aining to su,�veyors, a separate schcmr 
should be got out for the tra.ining of soil 
chemists under th<' supervision of the 
Soil hemist, and these trainees can 
eventually go out and be available to 
give advi.coe to the farmers as to soil 
content, the sufficiency of minerals in th,� 
soil, etc. I feel that is ver�· im­
portant, and Govemment should make 
rrovision in the Estimates for that. 

There is one matter which I do net 
think it is necessary to mention here, 
'mt I see that -we are making provision 
for a new post - Plant Pathologist. 
It is propose<l to provide for the estab­
lishment of a permanent research or­
ganization to .::,tudy sugar cane disease. 
I feel sure that will be a very useiul 
thing. We have seei:i what great havoc 
the last pest incid('ncie we had, did in 
the sugar cane indL1stry, and I feel we 
�hould make provision for some such 
research. However, there is one point, 
I would like to refer to in respect o.E 
this estimate, and that is with respect 
to Marketing. I do not know that. 
Marketing and a Marketing Officer 
should come within the provisions of 
the Agricultural Department. I think 
we should put that under Control of 
Supplies. Let it be a separate depart­
ment. We ha,ve at the moment trained 
agric·ulturalists doing such jobs a� 
Marketing Officer for instance. Th�se 
people have ·been to College and acquired 
useful technical knowledge which should 
be at the disposal of the people, and I 
do not think their knowledge which has 
been gained by hard work and the c.x.­
penditure of muth money should be 
wasted in commercial activities. There 
are enough commercial persons in the 
Colony who should be doing those duti�s. 

I feel also th�1t Provision should b,� 
made in the Estimates for some resea1·ch 
to be done in respe<:t of rice breeding­
improved varieties, better strain of 
grain, etc. I remember that the Mission 
whicih came here from the U.S.A. somca 
Ume ago suggested that, especially as 
·we were embarking upon mechanization,
we should try to get species of rice which
would stand up to that typ� of cul­
tivation and harvesting. I think more
should be done in that field. I think
it would not be bad if we import some
people who are efficient in that fiP.ld
of plant biology and who can grow
things which were not grown before
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and can improve the yield to three thnc>s 
wha.t it was before. I remember dis­
cussing this matter with the actin:5 
De.put y Director of Agriculture 
while on a tour of the country with the 
Rice Farmers Security of Tenure Com­
mittee, and he told us' that in one part 
of the world they are now growjng 
three and four crops of �·ice per year 
by using new methods of productfon. 
I think we shoukl be ruble to get help 
from those experts, whether they are 
from the United :�ations Organiza.tion 
or otherwise, and in that way help to 
raise the economic standard and yield 
from these lands. One crop ,per 'ear 
and �n some cases · two will not give 
a remuner,ative return to the Colony. 

Mr. Fernandes: It is very nice for 
the hon. Member who has just taken hjs 
seat to repeat the point .I made yesterd::i.y 
about the Agriculture Department do­
ing . everything possible to grow mor-e 
stuff on the same la�ds that aTe being 
cultivated today. l made that point 
since yesterday. But it is rather lat· in 
the day for him to suggest the appoint-· 
ment of a Committee to go into ,the quec:­
tion of the distdbution of lands for var­
ious agricultural cirops and livestock, be­
cause in three months' time we shall 
have a completely Hew Council and the 
Ministeri,al System, and I think it 
would be wrong fo1· Government at this 
stage to appoint a Committee to go into 
anything like that, as that concerns 
directly the future policy .i'n respect of 
something as important to British Gui­
ana as Agriculture. I say that because 
it will be remembered that I said Yt�s­
terday that ,agriculture w.as in my opin­
ion the most imp(irtant item in the f u­
ture policy of British Guiana. That, sir, 
should be the fir�t charge of whoevet 
Js appointed as the first Minister of 
Agriculture in British Guiana. In the 
interest of British Guiana, I hope that 
person will be someone who is capabh• 
cf doing the immens,e job which has tq 

be done if our a.gricnlture is to be re..: 

orientated completely, and I hope th-ht· 
such a person w.iJ.l be f o u n d 
among the six individuals who wili 
be elected Ministers under the n'2,;i 
Constitution. 

Mr. Macnie: I share the hope ex .. 
pressed by the hon. Member for George­
town Central (Mr. Fernandes) about 
the future Minister of Agriculture, and 
I also share the view, quite naturally, 
as to the importance of agriculture, but 
I would suggest, sir, that it would be 
of help to the Minister of Agriculture, 
whoever he may be, if he could have 
the report of the Committee suggested 
by the hon. Member for Central Dem­
erara (Dr. Jag.an), ,even if that Commit­
tee has started its task and, if possible, 
help him in the formulation of his 
policy. I do think there is a gre'at deal 
in what has been said ,about the urgency 
of an examination by Government Of­
ficers, the Committee or otherwise, into 
the utilization of the lands of Blocks I 
and II and also the Boerasirie lands 
between Tuschen and Parika, .and .the 
facilities of the Boerasirie lands parti­
cularly. I do feel, sir, it is an urgent 
problem and the sooner it is tackled the 
better. 

I also share the views of the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara.-1in foct 
I had intended. to express them myself 
__. a.bout the time Senior Officers of 
this Department are spenrling on Boards 
of Contro,l which began during the war 
years and are still being carried on. I 
think it is a great pity tha.t highly 
trained and senior Officers - in fact 
one of the most senior officers in the 
Department - should be doing practi­
cally nothing else except looking after 
livestock control and marketing. I thipk 
it is high time that these Officerrs of 
the Department should get on with 
their real jobs and either these, Con­
trols be done away with as others and 
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breeding station with exactly the same 
objective as he mentioned. Hon. Mem­
bers may know that a certain amount 
of research is being done under the 
Mahaicony-Abary Sc~eme an~ · t~at _re­
lates to actual cultivation, ellmmat10n 
of drop seed and .red rice. What i now 
required is the creation of a new_ ~nd 
better type of rice itself, the prov1s10n 
of a variety which will stand up, as 
one hon. Member says, to mechaniza­
tion and give a better yield. The scheme 
has been actually prepared and corres-· 
pondence has been forwarded to the Col­
onial Office on that particular matter. 

The hon. Member spoke of soil sur­
veys. I think everyone realizes the a,d~ 
vantage of a proper soil survey, but I 
am not sure :t;hat I understood him cor­
rectly when he spoke of apprentices 
of soil surveyors. I do not know en­
ough of the subject to say whether it 
is possible to secure training in soil 
chemistry in that particular way. I 
feel it is much too technical a subject 
for that kind of training, but I an; 
quite sure Government recognizes _the 
necessity for maintaining an establish­
ment of soil surveys. On the question 
oif rice he did mention the possibility 
of more than one or more than even 
two crops of rice per year, something, 
he says that has happened in some other 
parts of the world as ,a result of ex­
pert investigation and resea.rch. There 
again, in our country the question of 
crop is somewhat dependent upon the 
weather, and I do not know whether it 
is po sible to grow and reap more than 
two crop of rice in British Guiana at 
any time on account of our peculiar 
weather conditions. That is a matter 
for very high level research. I think I 
have ciealt with all the points the hon . 
.Member mentioned. 

Dr. Jagan: I. did not mention the 
name of the country because it is not 
nice to mention Russia in this Coun-

ci1. That is information given by tl 
Deputy Director of Agriculture. T 
Michurin Scho0il of Biology is growi 
whea,t where wheat was never gro, 
before. They are doing tremendc 
things so far as growing crops ar,e co 
cerned, and growing more things on t 
same area of land. I do not ca.re what rr 
thocl. is adopted as Ieng as we get resul 
There is one matter which I wot 
like to refer to; I omitted to do so wh 
I spoke. It is the question of the Rur 
nuni Cattle Trail. Every year we h: 
this item on the Estimates, but 
think the time has come when 
must delete the item-"Maintenance 
Rupununi Cattle Trail, $11,000". 
is on page 6 of these Estimates. If 
take into consideration the price wh 
beef cattle is now fetching, we we 
find that the Companies in the inte1 
which are bringing cattle to the coa 
land can very well make a handsc 
profit from their undertaking. If 
ta.ke the Balance Sheet of the Ru 
nuni Development Company, we wo 
also see that they are doing very ~ 
At one time they were not doing w 
but they are not faced with that pi 
lem any longer. We have also the e j 

cent service of the B. ·G. Airw 
which is transporting beef by air ~ 
I feel that this item for $11,000 sho 
l>e deleted from thiR head. The,r,efo 
accordingly mov,e that the head b.e 
ducerl by $11,000. 

The Financial Secreta.ry and T 
surer: The matter was fully cons·i 
ed in Finance Committee and ther 
::. note in the Minutes of the mee1 
oif the 8th Jan uary----page 2_on 
question of the Cattle Trail wl 
reads this way: 

''Members agreed to record that 
question of discontinuing the mainten 
of the trail should be investigat.ed in 
of the development of transportatio1 
beef by air from the Rupununi to Gee 
town." 
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{ e are by no means but of the 
ids as- regards this transportation. 

trail is still r,ey_uired and we have 
ubs,eribe to ensu1·e that 1t continues. 
sideration will be given to the mat­
during the year to see whether or 
the time has come for us to a,ban­
this trail. 

r. Jagan : I think Government 
1Id give some information as to 
n last this matter was investigated. 
whether any G0ivernment Official 

t over this ·trail. Every year we 
~ this item and so far as my infor­
;on is concerned, I am told this trail 
most self-maint aining. The cattle, 
Lssing through, make their own trail. 
nly takes enough of them to move 
g that trail in the first instanc0. 

$11,000, I feel, is a waste of tax­
rs' money and is really a subsidy 
ie Rupununi Development Company 
h does not ne<:d a subsidy. 

The Chairman: There are a num­
)f ,bridges on the trail which I have 

myself. · People were wo.rking on 
t at the time. 

Mr. Fernandes: I am sure the hon. 
,ber should know that lots of other 
le-small people-around that area 
this trail. It is not used by the 
nuni Development Company alone, 

think it would be a retrograde 
to discontinue the maintenance of 
trail- Already I have been com­
ing in this Council or in Committee 
we };lave no mads into the interior, 
it least we have a trail where one 
ride a horse and go through. I 

it would be a retrograde step tv 
this trail abandoned, because I am 
utely sure that if we do so, in a 
or two we would have to go back 
1pend large sums of money to open 

again. We must not forget that 
air trans~ort is working smoothly 

resent? one never knows when an 

accident will happen and the special 
planes which are supplying the service 
in thi area may not be available to run 
that service. Therefore, we should al­
ways have an alter native in such an 
eventuality. I think $11,000 is a sn1all 
amount to spend to keep the trail between 
Georgetown and the Rupununi which 
serves practically every rancher in that 
area. I am entirely against the deletfon. 

Mr. Smellie: I agree with the hon. 
Member who has just spoken. I do think 
the hon. , Member for Central Demerara. 
(Dr. Jagan) is quite incorrecit when he 
says the trail is self-maintaining. At 
least 50 miles of it go through the for­
est and there are a considerable number 
of cr,eeks which have to be bridged and 
looked after. If money is not spent on 
them you would have a tr-emend.ens 
amount of damage among the cattle 
crossing them. 

Motion for the deletion of the it~m 
Maintenance of Rupununi Cattle Trail, 
$11,000 -put, and rejected. 

Head passed at $886,948. 

CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING 

AUTHORITY 

Dr. Jagan: 1 not ice that an area 
in Georgetown has now been declared H 

slum area and that the houses with­
in that area are t o be taken down 
after the Central Housing ,and Planning 
Authority .has cor,f :.:: rred with the own­
ers as to the question of compensation, 
etei. I would like t o know from Govern­
ment what plans they have made for the 
development of that area, and whether 
or not that area falls within the indus­
trial zone of the .,ih of Georgetown. 
If that area falls withi,ti the industrial 
zone of Georgetown, 1 :.:an see a g1eat 
deal of hardship being created, because 
individuals will not be allowed to build 
houses for residence there and when the 
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houses 'there are removed-we know the 
:endency today when houses are recot­
ditioned~they will not be rebuilt for 
the accommodation of the poor people 
but of the middle and upper cl.asses. Yc.u 
find all over Geonretown that tenement 
hous,es are being broken do·wn ,and com­
forta,ble flats or bungalows which can 
bring larger rentals from people who can 
afford to pay them are being erected. 
Sc the working people who cannot 
afford to pay a large rent are beinv 
pushed around. I would like to know 
what is going to happen to these people! 
whether Government has :any plans to re­
house them somewhere else where lands 
are available. At one time we were told 
that ,about 30 or ;i·~ acres of land at La 
P•enitence would have been purch~sed 
and made available for building hoGsrs 
there. I do not know what has happ ,n­
ed on that scheme. 

I would like to know wihat provis jon 
will be made for the housing of the 
workingclass .people-the people who pay 
$4, $5 and $6 per month as rent. Many 
of them live in that area. I feel surC; 
that while we are trying our best to 
eradicate the slums, we should not 
do so in such a way as to make 
those people home1ess. The hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown Central mentioned 
the casie of Campbellville yesterday, and 
that a reply had heen given to his ques­
tions. I feel, sir, that it is really a dfo­
grace that after nearly two years or 
more Campbellville has been allowed to 
remain in a parlous state" It is a pity. 
But Government is now saying, sir, th.at 
as we get revenue we will take care of 
it . 

The Financial, Secretary and Treas­
urer: Let me help the hon. Member. 
The:v will spend '1P t o the full am unt 
of the revenue for the year. 

Dr. Jagan : I do not think that 
is a satisfactory way to develo,p this ~rea, 
because, obviously, in any undeveloped 
area, at the beginning of its develop-

ment one cannot look only at rev 
to spend for the purpose of developml 
If that were to be the case, let H 
strictly a business venture on , 
development associated with it. As 
as I am aware, the revenue of that p 
is in the vicinity of $10,000 to $12 
and I do not know whether that W( 

be enough to do all the work tha· 
necessary there. 

In addition to that, sir, I n 
bring to Government's attention the v 
serious state of affairs in that area: 
have pointed out this matter befor 
the pumping of water from BookE 
Housing Scheme in the Bel Air A 
into the canal, thu~ ca.using floodin~ 
the area. This Housing Scheme 
now empoldercd, but there is ano 
area east of it where the people 
growing cassava and rice. A t l 
a reas are being empoldered a lot 
water is being pumped into the C 
ming;s canal causing a great deal 

, flooding in that area. I do not think t 
is fair. I have already urged that be~ 
permission is given for the pumping 
water on the south-western side of 
housing scheme, Government should in1 
that a pump he put on the western 
of the boundary of the Cumm 
canal so that then~ would not be flo 
ing of the adjacent areas. It is 
fair and Christianlike. I would 
the ·Christian Members to talk a1 
thjg b·ecatrne, afte:r all, if I am livi 
a rural .community I do not th. 
sh011ld protect myself at the ex1 
of other people simply because I l 
money. I do hope that this will 
stopped quickly a11d not be allowe 
continue. That is why there are c1 
paigns such as yon have in Kenya, 
couraging people to be lawless. 

The Attorney General : 
the cause of the pumping? 

Is 
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made by the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara. Dealing with the Campbell­
ville area,,it was not bought iby Govern­
ment for developmental purposes. The 
hon. Member knows very well that 
Campbellville ,vas bought to protect the 
people there from possible exploitation 
by a company which was being formed 
to purchase the property from the own­
ers. The people knew they were go­
ing to be exploited and so they came 
to Gowrnment and asked through me 
for p·rotection. In 1947 when the hon. 
Member was canvassing for the Gene.ral 
Elections, it was reported tJiat he said 
he· would see to it that Government takr 
this land from the owners :and give it to 
the people. WeU, later on when tht� 
lands were put up for S·ale the people 
went to him and asked l:im to see that 
they were not sold to that Company. 
They reported to me that the h.)n. Mem­
ber told them they must go and he1p 
tliem elves and do not worry him. Afte1, 
a long time they came to me at my s:.:r­
gery-a committee of plot-holders-and 
asked me to intercede with Government 
for them. 

I took the matter up with the 
Planning Authority who s:aid they 
did not have enough money to purchase. 
When he learnt that they had come to me 
he then brought the matter up. I spoke 
about it and the hon. the Financial Sec­
retary and Treasurer at once got inter­
ested as his brother-in-law who worked 
with the own.ei-s, had spent some con­
siderable amount of money in preparing 
Campbellville for housing, and he 
thought it would be a shame· if that 
property fell into �he hands of the 
Company that was formed ·.to purchase 
it. The first thing the hon. the Finan­
cial Secretary did was to get in touch 
with Bookers who agreed to sell the 
whole property to Govea.·nment in order 
to protect the people there. The Com­
pany was willing to buy at a figure far 
in ·excess of $480,000, but the owners 

said to them: '"We will not sell to you; 
the people must be protected." 

That is how the land was got for the 
working people to rent. ·It was not in­
tended to be a developmental area, it was 
purchased an.d a considerable amount of 
money has been spent in drainage and 
irrigation and the preparation of roads, 
etc. Anyway, we have arrived at 
a stag,e wllrnre transports are to be 
passed to the plot-holders. I can assure 
hon. Members that Government does not 
propose to make one penny, not a far­
thing, on the deal. The land will be sold 
to those persons for whom it was 
bought. Obviously there will be persons 
who cian pay outright for the lands 
they purchase, while others will only be 
a1ble to pay perha.ps 50 per cent. �-nrl 
others 2'/5 per rent., but thiere will he-::.. 
Jong-term le.ase for whfoh there will he a 
little interest charge. That is the 
re.a.son for purchasing the land - for 
those .persons who say they want 
to have a little piec,e of land to call their 
own in this world and do not want 
to remain as thty ,are. If they do 
not have the money, they must naturally 
borrow it fr�m somewhere, perhap,;; the 
Building Society. Some persons find it. 
·difficult.- to obtain loans from the In­
surance Companies who cannot lend
money on houses on· lease land. That is
what is happening.

But Government goes further· all 
the money that bas been collected 't;p to 
the present moment as rental will be 
spent on the improvement of Campbell­
ville. Government contemplates going 
even fU'rther to get Finance Committee 
to approve a vote for re-conditioning the 
roads in Campbellyille. So I think we 
are doing a very great deal for th 
people of Campbellville. Therefore, hon. 
Members cannot now coine on the ew� of 
the General Elections and say that Govi 

e·rnment is doing nothing for the people, 
That is all being done for Election pur-



M83 Appropriation 5TH FEBFUARY, 1953 Bill, 1953 368·1 

poses, and I am rather angered aboLut 
it. 'fhose are the facts.· 

oming to tr-e Decanting Centre 
at Albuoystown and La Penitence, the 
Centl·al Housing =ind Planning Authority 
i� making i/ery adequate provision to 
house those persons in the area '\J hich 
is proposed to be used for industrial 
purposes. There are persons who are

renting roorns and cottages in that area. 
Those persons will be translated to the 
La Penitence flats and whatever rental 
they were accustomed to pay, be it $5 
or $7 per month. They would be placed 
in one of these flats temporarilY. Thes0. 
flats are normally rented · for $18 
per month each; for similar flats pri­
vatel;v own�rl in Georg-etown, the rental 
"To11Jd be as much as $40 per month. But 
the people at the Centre are onlv navinQ' 
$18 per month. Those people livin.g i� 
Albuoystown and payinQ' $8 and �10 ner 
month will be translated to more hygien­
ic surroundinvR, with all the amenities 
of sanitation and things like that. We 
had a gentleman who visited the c�nt.re 
rP.cently-one ,11,,ho travelled throughout 
the whole Caribbean-and he said that 
the flats at La Penitence were the finest 
ones he had seen in the whole area. 

I u ed the word "translated" be­
ca use it is going to make all the differ­
ence to the lives and outlook of the peo­
ple when they are removed from th� 
squalor, filth and dirt where t.hey are. 
now in · Albouystown. And what 

. about those -persons who own a f::pot 
of land in that {lrea ? They would 
be provided with fl similar pier,e of ]and 
on whfoh to build their own homes in · 
that area a little w:-1v north from the Lri 
PenitPnre area_._and they would be ade­
fftrntely compensRted for the removal anrl 
be able to bnild their houses in that area 
under perfectly sanitary conditions. 
What about those person who are rf'nt-­
ing roon,<; �t �5 and $6 per month? 
Finance Committee nassed a bi1l to build 
four larQ'e flats further east where those 
persons wi11 have one or two rooms which 
may b divided into little compartmcmts. 

t assure hon. Members that a pate,rna1 
Government, such af. we know our Gov­
.ermnent to be, would never do anything 
to the detriment of the people of this 
country and the people in Campbellville 
and in Albouystown. 

Dr. Jagan: The hon. Member (Dr. 
Nicholson) said that Campbellville was 
never meant to be a developmental scheme. 
If he had read any of the reports sub­
mitted by the hon. the Financial Secre­
tary and Treasurer about this matter he 
would have seen the word ''development" 
appearing everywhere. He also speaks 
o"f my being an executive of this com­
pany that was to be formed to purchhge 
Campbellville. I do not know who are 
the xecutives of the company. 

Dr. Nicholson : I never said that 
the hon. Member is associated with the 
company. 

Dr. Jagan: The hon. Member for 
Georgetown North, (Dr. Nicholson) said 
that these people in that area were to be 
protected no matter who purchased the 
land. The point not to be lost sight of 
is that the land is within the jurisdic­
tion of the Rent Restriction Ordinance 
and, therefore. no individual there can 
be thrown out or charged any exorbitant 
rent. The hon. Member mentioned that 
the land would have been sold out. That 
is only pulling a red herring across the 
trail to fool som<� of the people who do 
not know the facts. The real facts are 
that some of the people wanted to ()Wil 

the land, but could not do so as it was 
suggested that it must be taken over by 
Government and I supported it. I was 
looking at the prorosition ns an econo 
mic one go far as the people were con• 
cerned. If we are to give benefits to the 
p ople in eorgetown, -as he is saying 
our paternal Government is giving, the11 
Government must provide for these peo 
ple in CampbeJlville' as well. I am not 
against providing benefits. for people, 
hut do not let us say that the Govern· 
mf!nt is not making a penny out of his 

ale. Government is not supposed to, 
and I do not think Government is an

agent. I think that Government is go-
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ing to develop this area. Proposals are 
before this Committee as to how much 
money is to be spent for the develop­
ment of this area. Let him say that is 
not true. 

The Finaneia\ Secretary and Treas­
urer: I dO" not know whether the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara (Dr. 
Jagan) is addressing this Council or the 
people outside. The hon. Member fo1· 
Georgetown North (Dr. Nicholson) i 
quite correct. There is a certain amount 
of confusion in this matter. I think the 
whole thing started in 1949 when, as a 
result of what the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North said, I spoke to Mr. 
W. S. Jones and then I wrote a letter to 
Government, I think it was sometime in 
February, about the third. I spoke to 
Mr. Jones, telling him that Government 
should_ make. every .effort to acquire the 
land which was for sale in the intere8t 
of the lessees. ·The idea was to acquire 
the land and sell it out in lots to the ex-· 
isting lot-owners, with the view that 
they should build their own homes 
a.nd pay for them by monthly instalments.
There was no question of development.
After the purchase by Government. the
land was to be surveyed and im­
mediate arrangements made for the sale 
to the lot-owners. The hon. Member 
does not know this : we had proposed 
there and then, and even if it might not 
have been for that exact purpose, to 
levy a small toll to maintain the ameni­
ties of the area. 

As regards the maintenance of the 
place, I said before that Government are 
spending and will .spend all the money 
received from rents. That is to say, 
there is no profit-making on the opera­
tion at all. Of cou-rse, we were told that 
the previous owners made quite a lot o.f 
money out of it. 

Dr. Jagan: T0 a point of correc­
tion! I said the (\,mpany made a profit 
of $10,000 p r annum in running t":ie 
whole estate, and when GovernmP.nt pur­
chased for $480,000 the interest charges 
amounted to about $6,000 for half of 
the area: 

The inancial Secretary and Treas­
urer: Whether the previous owners d 
Campbellville made a handsome profit 
out of it or not, I am not talking about 
profits, Government purchased f o r 
$480,000 and considered that a good 
price. With interest rates at 3t per 
cent, Government will be selling the 
whole area to the people; it is not to be 
charged to public fund. All the rent 
collected will go towards maintenance of 
the estate. I am neve 'theless a little 
bit disappointed myself as regards the 
delay of the sale. I think it is to some 
extent inexcusable, since the Plan­
ning Authority has been working on 
the project for a long time. It is 
also in a position to transport 
and the price has been ,approved

and sanctioned by Government as 
one hon. Member stated, at 7,t centJ 
per square foot. That means that the 
existing tenants have to pay prices rang­
ing from approximately $312 in the case 
of inside lots and $720 for the outside 
ones. That is a calculation made by thG 
simple process of dividing the area into 
lots. There is no profit element in it 
whatever, so that the existing lots will 
get the benefits of the prices without the 
imposition of capital charges. 

It is also pro.posed to permit those 
lot-holders who do not have the cash, to 
spread their payments over an extended 
period at a reasonal:.,le rate of interest-­
to pay by way of an annuity. That is 
pai4t of the scheme. What is more im­
portant is the question of the sale of 
the unoccupied lots. That is a mattel' 
which the Central Pilanning Authority 
has before it. It is for exactly the same 
reason that the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara mentioned. If the Authorit>· 
puts the lots up at auction it is quite 
conceivabie that the very people wr.o 
·wanted to get bold of the estate be­
fore might come in .and buy at a high
µri · · and res ll ar, a - extravagant pr1ce.
Jt is not an easy matter to determine
what is the most rea onaible and ap­
propriate way of disposing of those
unocoupied lots in ·respect of which, 1
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has been leasing, W(1uld be satisfied, and 
all this campaign against the purchase 
of Campbellville ci,nct against the pri<:e 
paid by Government for it, would fa11 
to the ground. It is right and prudent 
that it should fall to the ground before 
the 27th April 

I have been pa;tjng ia lot of attention 
to this Campbellville matter even 
though it is not in my constituency. I 
was not doing it for political reasons. 
I was doing it bel'..ause I was one of 
those who fought very strongly along 
with the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North (Dr. Nicholson) ,and the hon. 

· Member for Georgetown South (Mr.
Carter) fa force Goviernment to protect
those people. When I disclosed to a
few of those good people what was
likely to be the price of those lots, I
can assure you, they leaped for joy, and
I am sure when the figure is publi.�hed
and they have had the occasion to work
out what they have to pay for the lots
they .a1-;e going to bE.: the happiest people
in British Guiana. I say that without
fear of contradiction.

I was very pleased with one
answer given yesterday to the ques­
tions on CampbellviUe, and the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treas­
urer has mentioned it. The hon.
i\ilember for Ceutrial Demerara dirl
not think it worthy of even casual
mention, and that is, that Government
has decided to spend the gross takh1gs
from this area on fixing the roads and
other amenities. The words used in the
reply were "The whole of the revenue
derived from 1�ent.s .. " not the dif-·
ference bet.ween the revenue and the
expenditure. I venture to say the
expenditure is quite a tidy sum. Gov­
ernment has proper1y decided that the
interest on the capital expenditure
should be borne by the entire countJ:.v
and that those 'people, sihould not be
made to 1pay it, even though Govern­
ment cia-n justifiably charge them with
it because the land was bought for thr:ir
benefit.

I am going to ref er to the state­
ment made in. connection with the 
swamping of those lots at Campbell­
�ille. Anyone v.rho knew that area 
befo{,e Bookers empoldered their little 
building development area, would know 
that the particular spot where houses 
are now along side the public road wai:;, 
perhaps, the lowest bit of land in that 
ar·ea and was flooded after 20 minutes 
minfall. It is said that I suppo.rted 
the hon. Member when he mentioned. 
that the pump that was pumping that 
,area and throwing the water into the 
Cummings Canal was responsible for 
the flooding of Campbellville. I did no 
such thing. I never supported him in 
any way._ 11 live in Subryanville, and at 
one time I inspected the situation and 
it was found that the Subryanville 
surface water was. running over to the 
Bookers' area and being pump·ed by that 
pump and, therefore, the draining of that 
land cannot rev�rt to Subryanville. 

It is obvious to anybody that 
a portion of Georgetown is be· 
ing drained through the Cummings 
Canal, a.nd w� have heard sug­
gestions made similar to the one 
made by the hon Member that a pnmr 
should be put at each of the kokers ir 
the City, but when foe facts and figurei 
were produc,ed it was found that w, 
needed several pumps to keep the Cit� 
dry when there is a heavy downpour. 
Those pumps will only be needed two or 
three times ,a year and therefore, it wa 
thought to be better perhaps, to put up 
with the occi.a ional slight flooding- o: 
the City than to erect those pumps. 

If the hon. Member's desire was tha 
thes·e 1people shou1d not be flooded, anc 
if it was his honest op,inion that an: 
flooding they suffer was the direct re 
sult of this water being pump·ed fror 
the Bookers' area. into the Cumming 
Canal, one would have thought he woul 
have gone to the trouble to find out th 
bore of the pump a.n.d the horse power usec 
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and then come in here and suggest to 
Government that this water that is being 
thrown into the canal by this pump is 
causing flooding, and therefore, the can­
al should he relieved of the exact or a 
greater quantity of that water by in­
stalling a similar size pump at the bot­
tom end to take this water off. But of 
ourse he did not do that. I can tell him 

this: if it is checked up by an engineer it 
would be found that all the water that 
oan bie drained into thait canal by this 
pump cannot rais,� tbe level of the water 
by a single inch. I say that without fear 
of contradiction. 

The hon. Member must not forget that 
at all times the Cummings Canal drains 
this a1"'ea that is now being pumped. Ali 
the water that falls from God's hea v2n 
on to that piece of earth has to go into 
the Demerara River 'Oia the Cummi:n gs -
Canal. If it does not go immediately it is 
qecause the land is low, but: it has to go 
at some other time. If it -is pumped, 1t 
only means that it gets into the can.'ll 
earlier than it would have got there 
through the ordinary natural surface 
drainage. Campbellville does not flood 
any more than Geo1·getown or Subry­
anville, or any of those other places, but 
natur2.Jly it is further away from the 
mouth of the Cummings Canal thr.n 
Georgetown is and, therefore, George­
town gets relieved earlier. 

Any time we have had a spell of dry 
weather and there is a sudden heavy 
downpour of rain That puts all our City 
avenues ai:id some of our streets under_ 
water, that first downpour has abso­
lutely no effect on Camp\bellville and Su­
bryanville and those areas at the upper 
end, but after the rain has fallen for 
a considerable time the water accumu­
lates th0re and the City gets reli•ef mueh 
faster thfln those areas. The questiou of 
the drainage of CampbeLlville fs exactly 
the same as that of Georgetown, Kitty, 
Snbrvanville. It wns very fortunate for 
us, residents of Snbryanville and the 

upper reaches of Kitty and even Camp­
bellville, that the original owners of the 
land whom he complained about, saw fit 
to drain that land and prevent it from 
being what it was formerly-a mosquito 
swamp. 1If they are planting cassava 
i.here, all I c.an say is that they are pro·· 
uucing food out of bad land which n.ad
never produced iu i;he history of the place
and not within n1y lifetime, as I have
been passing that area throughout my
lifetime. To come here and make the
statement that the small pumps that are
working in that area are flooding the
Cummings Canal io such an extent as to
cause CampbellvilJe to go under, is a
statement the hon. Member should be
ashamed of. I would have been
ashamed of it if I had made that mis-­
take, because I would have known that
it is not true.

I am tempted to ask Government to 
advertise for sale before the 27th April,

at least half a dozen of the unallocated 
lots at Campbellv.ille·. If Govemment put� 
them up for sale at auction before the 
27th April, there would be a different 
tale to tell on that day, because I am 
absolutely certain that the price the lot­
holders at Campbellville will have to 
pay will be less than one-half of wb1t 
those unoccupied lots are going to fetch 
at auction. If Government wants to ben­
·efit the lot-holders 
along the lines the hon. Member has sug­
gested, it c:an do rn quite easily. 
going to throw out 
all Government bought Campbellvme re�-­
mariJy for the prc.tection of those Ol! • 

cupying land there and not for the pro­
t•ection o.f persons who had no land or in­
te1'eRt there and the persons who are go­
ing to go in there tu live. No 
deny that-that Government should put u
rt auction 25 lots at a time of the 
left unoccupied, and I can assm.,e Gov­
ernment that by the time the 
is sold Government will have 
$100,000 over and above the 
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':Vas pa id for the land with which to de­
velop the entire area. In that case Gov­
ernment will have to develop the pre­
sent occupied area and the other area.. 
Perhaps the hon. Member would like to 
see Government de that, and it would 
be an ·easy matter. for Government to do 
that. 

But Government will have to decide 
at this stage whether it is going to put 
up those 200 lots at auction which were 
not bought for the protection o.f any­
body and should be �old to anyone wi10 
wants to bu�r at the market price, and 
the money used for t4e develo_pment of 
the entire area. At least Government 
will be doing two things - it will be 
giving the lie to the statement t lrn t 
Government paid five times the va!u� 
of the land, and it will also give the 
people in the area the sa tisfacti.on of 
knowing that all they had ibeen toid and 
all they had been incited to do to stop 
Government buying the .J1and at the time 
Government was negotiating the pur-· 
chase .-was against their interest. Gov­
ernment, I maintained, :acted in the 
interest of the people and I supported 
Government i.n the purchase because I 
realized .it was going to be a Godsend 
to the p·eople in the area. 

Now, Sir, I still think that 
Government should adv.a.nee some mon, 
ey in order to proceed to fixing 
the roads, and that - money repaid 
over a long period .. I have no doubt 
that if the transports .are issued prompt­
ly .a Local Authority would b.e form�d. 
The 'P�ople in the . (ar.e:a a,;r!e definite 
that they want ameniHes, and they are 
eQually definite that they are pre-pared 
t) pay a reasonable t�xa tion in order to
procure those amenities. As I have said
before, Goviernment begged for the· kind
uf spee.ch it got because of the absolute­
ly-and in my opinion to use the words
of the non. the :Financial S'ec:retary. and 
rr•reasurer-inexcusable dela)r jn bring­
ing this matter to a head. It is delav of 
this kind that causes �rsons to be �ble 

to, get away with a lot o,f falsehood and 
. fool some of the people for a good deal 
of the t.ime. 

The otherJssue of_ the Central Plan­
ning Housing Authority is a very delic::1te 
one. I refer to the slum clearance of u 
certain block in Albouystown. 'l'h1s 
morning l had a visit from one of the 
proprieto.rs of that area. He owns quite 
a respectable building in that area, a 
building in which the gentleman and 
his family hav•e lived for years and years 
and which they kt!ep in an excellent con­
dition. When he came to me his word13 
were: "What is happening? Are you 
bringing Stalin and Russia down hel'C· ?" 
I said, "My friend, what do yo,u mean?'' 
He then said to me "I have been living 
in my house God knows how long, and j 

hav,e got a note to c;all on the Planning 
Authority with a view to having_ my 
house taken away from me. A valuation 
is to be placed on jt as to what should 
be paid for it. I do not want monev. 
What I want is a house to ,live in. No�\' 
1 am going to he thro-wn on the street."' 
That gentleman hiH a number of build. 
ings on the v-er,v land and they are all 
in very good condition, having be·en 1·e­
conditioned quite recently. They are all 
to be taken down and removed from the 
land. That is a delicate situation. 

At this time when-houses in this City 
are terribly in short supply, I consider it 
a crime to take respectable buildings, 
comparativ�ly new buildings in excellent 
condition, and just bJ'.'leak them down 
and, as the hon. Member for Central · 
Demer.ara said, le2.ve the land without 
buildings for an industrial a1�ea. It '}S 
tru� some Members may say that Gnv·· 
ernment will find places for those pee­
pie to live in, but I think that pulling 
down building of that class cannot by 
any stretch of imagination be consider·· 
ed slum clearance. I think Government 
will be spending mone�, on something it 
cannot afford to do aj, this time. If Gov­
ernment has the rr1()ney to buy tho.Re 





3697 Appropriation LEGISLATl\'1'; COUNCIL Bill, 195$ 3698 

Mr. Fernandes: I would like t,J 
say that I was correct in my statement. 
That particular land never carried any 
dairy-cattle. For the most part of the 
year it was a swamp and had "busy 
busy'' which ,cattle do not feed on. As re­
gards the matter in which the hon. Mem­
ber was ·approached to get Government's 
permission for cattle, to graze on the 
foreshore, I think the people had that 
permission three or four years ago. 
Every morning as I look out from my 
house I see a herd of beautiful cattle 
grazing on the foreshore, and at nights 
if I happened to tak,e a long route to 
my home, especially when the street in 
which I live was under repair, I had a 
job to get through the herd of catt!c 0n 
the stretch of road between the HS" bend 
and the gap to turn into Subryanville. 
They are driven from Bel Air every 
morning after being milked on to the 
foreshore and also every night. In the 
mornings I see them also being driven 
back home, to be milked. I take it that 
that is not being done without permis­
sion. 1 am very surprised to hear now 
after two years that the hon. Member has 
been aslred to obtain permission for that 
The area ref erred to by the hon. Mem­
ber is 50 per cent. cove•red with ''busy­
busy" and no cattle are put on it. To 
sa)r that the people are thrown out of 
their dairy industry is not correct. 

Dr. Jagan: 'l'he hon. Memb�r 
always speaks very dogmatd·cally as if it 
is the voice of God speaking, but I am

sure it is correct to say that the people 
cut grass besides feeding their cattle on 
that land. He mentioned that cows

have been grazing on the foreshore for 
the past two years. If that was done, 
it was simply because the Drainr,ge 
Board c1los-ed its eyes to it, but whenever 
the Board desired to impound the cattle 
there it does so. Thirty-two heads of 
sheep were impounded even though the 
Drainage Board said no sheep w<'.>uld be 
jmpounded. 

Mr. Macnie : To a point of correc­
tion ! I think the hon. Member is re-· 
ferring to the Sea Defence Board, and 
I happen to be the Chairman - of that 
Boa·rd. 

Dr. Jagan : If it is done, it is not 
being done legally. The •people have no 
grazing facilities at the moment and 

have to take theh· cattle there. 

Mr. Carter : I would like to voice 
my protest again�t the acquisition of 
that lot-6--in the Albouystown area, 
where it is proposed to remove the build­
ings and put some industrial concern 
there. I believe it is the same place my 
friend, the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central, was ref erring to. The houses 
there are in a verr rrood condition. It fa 
one of the best lots in the Albuoystown 
area and one of the lots that ought not 
to be acquired by this Government be­
cause of the inconvenience it will cause 
to the tenants who live there and of th� 
large sum which must necessari_ly be 
given to the owner as compensation fo'l'.' 
the removal of such fine buildings. I 
feel it isi not too late for that scheme 
to be changed and �ome other area tahn 
for any proposed industry. I' think that 
some other area in Albouystown should

be acquired where the buildings are not 
so good as these particular ones. The 
people are to be taken out of there and 
put in the new Deoonting Centre where 
they have to pay ·six times the rent

they pay now. 

Mr. Lee : The hon. Member f o� 
Georgetown North (Dr. Nicholson) snid 
that the people will be translated from 
the slum area to the Decanting Centrt? 
and will be given buildings the rental 
for which is $18 per month. 

Dr. Nicholson : To a point of
° 

cor­
rection! I did not say they will be given 
houses at $18 per month. That is what 
is being paid now· for the houses at the 



3699 A ppro_priation 5TH FEBRUARY, 1953 Bill, 1953    3700 

Decanting. Centre. I said definitely that 
if they are paying $5 per month as rent 
nqw they would get a $1 per month flat 
d}velling to live in for $5.

l\fr. Lee : If that is correct I have 
nothing more to say. ·r know that some 
of the people are very poor and cannot 
rent a flat at $1 per month. 

buildings but to deal with the slum 
buildings. For that purpose it may how· 
ever be ·11eces ary to declare the whol� 
area a slum area. The matter will be 
looked into. 

Head passed at $64,391. 

Council resumed. 

The Pre ident : As hon. Membe1·s 
The Chairman : I am afraid I do know, I ·wish to discuss certain matters 

not know what the position is as regards with them informally after this meeting 
the slum area. s far as ·I kno,v, the The Council is now adjourned to 2 p.m. 
intention is not to pult' down good , tomorrow. 

I 
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