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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, ~TH NOVEMBER, 1951 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Woolley, l{.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., Presi
dent, in the Chair. · 

PRESENT: 

The President, His Excellency the 
Gove1rnor, Sir Charles Campbell Wool~ 
le ', K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. J. Gutch, O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, 
l\fr. A. C. Brazao (Acting). 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary 
and Treasurer, Mr. W. O. Fraser (Act
ing). 

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
(Demerara-Essequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson 
(Georgetown North). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo 
River). 

The Hon. V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nomi
uate.d) . 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi
nr.ted ) . 

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan 
(Demerara River). 

The Ifon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern 
Demerara). 

The Hon. J. Fernandes ( George
town Central ). 

The Hon. Dr. G. 
(Eastern Berbice). 

. Gonsalves 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
A1nsterdam). 

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North 
Wes tern District) . 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nomi
nated). 

The Hon. J. Carter •(Georgetown 
Sot~ th) . 

The Clerk 'i·ead prayers. 

The Minutes of the meeting of 
the Council held on Friday, the 2nd of 
Kovember, 1951, as printed and circu
lated1 were taken as read and con
firmed. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND 

DOCUMENTS. 

The Financial Secretary a n d 
Treasurer laid on the table the Minutes 
of the J\1eeting of Finance Committee 
held on the 25th of October, 1951. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE, 1950. 

The Financial Secretary & Treas~ 
urer : I beg to give notice of the 
introduction and first reading of the 
following Bill which was published 
in the Ga1zette on the 6th November, 
1951, and a copy of which was circu
lated to hon. Members. It is my inten
tion to move, with the Council's con
sent, that this Bill be taken through 
all its stages tomorrow :- A Bill inti
tuled-

"An Ordinance to allow and confirm .cer
tain additional expenditure incurred in the 
year ended the thirty-first day of Decem
ber1 1950." 





The President 
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onial Medical Service (Consolidation) 
Ordinance, it would meet the case. Is 
that all right? 

Dr. Gonsalves : I think it would 
meet the point in view of the fact that 
the word ''qualified'' is used. 

'fhe Attorney-General : I believe 
what the hon. Member is getting at is 
the fact that certain persons were ad
mitted to the register of dentists by 
reason of certain special legislation 
passed in 1939 or 1940, and that by 
virtue of their admission to the register 
they are allowed the full practice of den
tistry, and it seems to me that it would 
be difficu"it to exclude them · from the 

· use of these drugs in the practice of 
' thei1r professfon without placing restric
tions on them which would of necessity 

" curb their practice and deprive them 
of the full benefit of registration. I am 
advised that those persons should be 
sufficiently competent, from the ex
perience they may have gained, to handle 
these drugs in a manner which would 
be beneficial to the public in general. 

Mt·. Debidin : I wanted. to say the 
ame thing. While I .sympathize with the 

point made by the hon. Member :for 
Eastern Berbice (Dr. Gonsalves ) I must 
say that when we were debating the 
second reading of this Bill my stand was 
that we should afford the rural districts 
of the Colony some ·extension of the OP·· 
portunitie.s for the use of drugs which 
would be beneficial. It is true that many 
dentists have been given special regis
t ration, and slome of them a·re chemists 
and druggists with long practice. Some 

# of those per.sons are in the River districts 
of the Colony, and if they have had ex
perience to ju tify their admission to the 
register of dentists I agree with the hon. 
the Attorney-General that they should 
be competent to handle antibiotics. I feel 
that I am consfatent when I say that they 
should be given that right . Although I 
am reluctant to oppose the views of my 
friend I f eer that chemists and drug
gists ought to be given the privilege 
of handling antibiotfos, and that this 

Bill is certainly striking ve·ry danger• 
ously at the qiu~stion of medical se,r
vices for the 'irural population i,n a 
manne1· which has been sufficiently 
explored during the debate on the 
,second reading of the BBi. 

But this point must be borne in 
mind. I am supporting the suggestion of 
the hon. the Attorney-General, but it does 
show that if we can give a ce·rtain .clias~ 
af persons pe.rmission to handle a~tibio
tics, why the objection to the class for 
whom we have been clamouring? It is 
not consis,tent at aU, and when the Bill 
is passed, ,even with my support,_ 
it is going to be a contradiction in 
itself. I move the deletion from the defi
nition clause the words: ''and any other 
antimicrobial substance which the Gover
nor in Council may from time to time 
by Order published in the Gazette declare 
to be an antibiotic to which this 
Ordinance shall apply." We have 
been reluctant (at least some 
Members ) to place such great 
-restrictions on the use of anti• 
biotics, yet _by this particular provision 
the Governor in Council is going . to be 
permitted, without any f ~rther discus
sion in this Council, to introduce by the 
mere publication of an Orde,r, additional. 
substances for this tremendous restric-: 
tfon and contirol under this Bill which 
may be passed today. I say it IS not 
right, for as it stands now we are pre
venting a large number of persons 
from handling these drugs for the befrt?"
fit of the community. 

It is true that much argument has 
been advanced on the other side as 
regards immunity being brought about· 
by the indiscriminate use. of these 
drugs. Accepting that argument as cor
rect, we are not only restricting the dis
tribution and use of these drugs but 
the source from which they are imported. 
in addition to that we are g1vmg 
the Governor in Council the power 
to add other antimicrobial substances 
behind the · backs of Members of thi$ 
Cvuncil.· 
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Mr. Debidin: Can we say where the 
nurse or the dispenser is to .procure 
penicillin to administer in these emer
gencies? If they are to administer peni-
cillin in an emerg,ency, oil" in the absence 
of a doctor, doesn't that piresuppose that 
they would be persons who would be 
permitted to store penicillin?. 

The Chairman: They would have 
a licence under the uaIW. 

Mr. Debidin : Then we have to be 
:precise by stating that it refers to such 
persons who have the right to store 
penicillin and to administer it in an 
emergency. 

Dr. Nicholson : I feel that the 
amendment as it stands means nothing, 
1,ecause dispensers and nurses in remote 
areas will not be allowed to keep peni
cillin. Where are we going with our 
amendments? 

The Attorney-G~neral: Where it is 
considered that an emergency as con
templated in this Bill may arise, that 
is in area.s of the Colony where doctors 
are not available, then in order to make 
this proviso work a licence to store 
would be applied for and issued under 
the provisions dealing with s1uch licences, 
and it is anticipated that in the case 
o:E a Company where a dispenser is 
stationed, a licence to secure a certain 
amount of penicillin would be issued to 
the firm or di penser to store penicillin. 
'l'hat would be done under the provisions 
of clause 10 of the Bill. 

The Colonial Secretary : I think it 
should be put this way : "such dispenser 
or nurse may, provided he is the holder 
of a licence by the Board to do so, ad
minister pen· cillin." I am suggesting t he 
same phraseology as in clause 6 . . 

Mr. Debidin : The words "to do so" 
ran only relate to the particular eimer
gency and not to a general emergency 
which may ari e from time to time·.· 

The Chairman : I would suggest 
,:provided he has been previously 
authorized by the Board to do so." 

The Colonial Secretary: I am not a 
lawyer but I think it would restrict it 
to the particular instance. 

Mr. Debidin : I would suggest the 
words "authorized to administer peni
cillin in case.s of emergency." 

The Chairman : Perhaps the Attor
ney-General would like to think it over. 

The Attorney-General: Yes., sir. 
It is an important part of the Bill. 

Mr. Debidin : I trust that my 
amendment will be considered when the 
clause is being re-drafted. 

Clause 14 deferred for further con
~ideration. 

Clause 15.-J dentification marks or 
nurnbers on contaJ:ners. 

The Attorney-General : I move the 
deletion of the word "registered" before 
the words "medical practitioner' ' in the 
third line of clause 15. 

Clause 15, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 17.-Exa1nination of records. 

The Attorney-General : I move the 
insertion of the words "to import antibio
tjcs'' between the words "licence'' and 
"under" in the third line of clause 17 to 
correspond with a .similar phrase in the 
previous clause. 

Clause 17, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 20.-Regulations. 

The Attorney-General : There is no 
provision for punishment for any breach 
of the Ordinance. I therefore move the 
insertion of the following new paragr~r n 
(d ) : 

''(d) providing the punishment ,r any 
breach of any regulation made u...ter th.is 
section." 

Clause 20, as amended greed ~o. 
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