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PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

VENEZUELA- GUYANA BORDER ISSUE

Leader of the Opposition
(Dr. Jagan): I rise on a point
of order at this stage. I have
been in ccmmunication with the
Prime Minister concerning a Mo-
tion of "No Confidence in the
Venezuela-Guyana Border Issue".
I also raised with you, sir, at
one previous sitting, the ques-
tion of an Adjournment debate on
a matter of urgency that dealt
with the rice issue. This morn-
ing and this afternoon we again
approached you in connection with
an .Adjourmment Motion on the
question --

Leader of the House (Mr.
Bissember): Mr. Speaker, to a
point of order. This is not --
[CInterruption.”]

2.10 p.m.
Dr. Jagan rose - -

Mr. Bissember: 1 submit that
the hon. Leader of the Opposition
cannot speak on such matters at
this stage under the head of
"Presentation of Petitions".

Mr. Speaker:
held.

Objection up-

Dr. Jagan: The Prime Minis-
ter refuses to debate a Motion of
No Confidence; the Speaker re-
fuses to permit me to speak on a
very urgent matter in this
House - if we go on in this
manner we will be making this
Assembly into a farce.
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Mr. Speaker: Take your seat.
Dr. Jagan: If we are to have

this House run as a House —

Mr. Speaker: This is not the
way to go about it. The way you
are following is not the correct
way, and it will do nothing but
lead us into a muddle. I have
indicated to you this morning in
my Chambers what steps you should
take.

Dr. Jagan: On the question
of what steps should be taken,
take the question of Venezuela.
The Prime Minister proposes to
make a statement regarding
Venezuela. Why is it that an
Adjourmment Motion is out of
order? )

Mr. Speaker: 1 did mnot tell
the House anything at all.

Dr. Jagan: Will the Prime
Minister tell the House why Mo-
tions camnot be debated? If this
is the way the House is to be
run, then it is of no use our re-
maining here. What skeletons do
the members of the Government
have in their cupboards to hide
that they do not want to debate
this issue? The National Assem-
bly in Venezuela has debated
this matter.

Mr. Speaker: 1 told you this
morning that it is not opportune,
at this stage, to permit a debate
on the matter. 1 stand by what I
have said this morning. I be-
lieve it is not opportune.

Dr. Jagan: Our presence in
this House will serve no purpose.
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This is a waste of time, and we
will not remain here.

Mr. Speaker: If you leave
with noise, I will proceed
against you.

At this stage the members of
the Opposition with the exception
of ¥r. Bhagwan walked out of the
Chamber. ]

[Mr. Saffee took his seat,”]
STATEMENT RY MINISTERS

ANKOKO ISLAND

The Prime Minister (Mr.
Burnham): Mr. Speaker, on Friday
the 14th October, 1966, in the
absence of a sitting of this
Honourable National Assembly
] issued a broadcast statement
on behalf of the Govermment of
Guyana dealing with the recent
violation of Guyanese sovereignty
over the eastern half of Ankoko
Island by Venezuelan military and
civilian personnel.

I owe it to this Assembly to
inform honourable Members of the
Ankoko Affair, its background and
history and the most recent
events and developments.

As honourable Members are
aware, con&equent upon the Treaty
of Washington of 1897 and the
Arbitral Award of October 3,
1899, the boundary between what
was then British Guiana and
Venezuela was settled and a
Boundary Commission appointed
comprising two British Commis-
sioners, Messrs. H.I. Perkins and
C. Wilgres Anderson, representing
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the British Govermment and two
Venezuelan Commissioners, Senores
Abraham Tereado and Elias Toro,
representing the Venezuelan
Government.

~ The task of the Commission
was to demarcate on the ground
the line of the boundary estab-
lished by the Arbitral Award and
to state it withclarity on an
agreed map. Pursuant to their
terms of reference they travelled
from the Akarabisi River to
Roraima Mountain and made "Astro-
nomical, Geodesical and Topogra-
phical observations at all the
most important points along the
boundary line as laid down by the
Arbitral Award given in Paris on
October 3, 1899" (Extract from
the Agreement between the British
and Venezuelan Boundary Commis-
sioners with regard to the Map of
t he Boundary - published as
Sessional Paper No. 266 of the
Combined Court Annual Session,

1905) .

The resulting boundary line
which was surveyed by the Commis-
sioners between November 1900. and
June 1904 was set out on a map,
an extract from which has been
circulated to honourable Members
and signed by the said Commis-
sioners at Georgetown, British
Guiana, on 7th January, 1905. On
9th January, 1905, a repori was
submitted by Mr. Perkins, the
senior’ British Boundary Commis-
sioner, to his principals and
published in the official records
of British Guiana for that year.
At paragraph 9 of that report
there appears the following de-
tailed account of the manner in
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which the boundary line was de-
marcated across Ankoko Island:-

"At the Wenamu mouth we
verified our astronomical
work of the previous May, and
fixed the course of the boun-
dary line from a point on a
large island called Ankoko
opposite the midstream of
the Wenamu, to a point on the
other side of the same 1is-
land, and from thence to a
point on the mainland on the
left bank of the Cuyuni where
the Colony’'s boundary con-
tinues on to Akarabisi, etc.
We marked the points by
driving posts of bullet tree
some 6 feet in length into
the ground, and surrounding
each with a pyramid of stone
collected from the river bed,
and carefully packed around
them. These should last for
many years 1f not for ever.
A line had previously been
cut and surveyed across the
island by me during our work
on the Cuyuni earlier in the
year, and this was made use
of to determine the positions
of the boundary marks".

It should be noted as a mat-
ter of significant detail that
two identical maps were drawn and
jointly signed "one for the
Government of His Britannic
Majesty and the other for that
of Venezuela containing all the
enumerated details relating to
the . . demarcation with
a clear specification of the
boundary line according with the
Arbitral Award of Paris".

On the 10th January, 1905,
the British and Venezuela  Com-
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missioners signed a formal agree-
ment at Georgetown referring to
the map previously signed by
them and endorsing its accuracy
and authenticity. A copy of this
Agreement is also circulated for
the information of honourable
Members.

Ever since the completion of
the work of the Boundary Commis-
sioners the eastern part of
Ankoko has been recognised both
juridically and administratively
as part of British Guiana (now
the independent State of Guyana)
and within its possession. Never
previously to now has Guyana's
sovereignty over the eastern half
of Ankoko Island or the accuracy
of the map of 1905 in definitive-
ly demarcating the boundary
across the island been challenged

- by the Government of Venezuela.

In 1962 at the United Nations
the Venezuelan representative put
forward a claim that the Arbitral
Award of 1899 was null and void.
The outcome of that claim, its
rejection by the British and
British Guiana (Guyana) Govern-
ments and the signing of the
Geneva Agreement on February
17, 1966, are known to this
House and were the subject matter
of the debate leading to the
Resolution No. LXXVI:-

"That this House of
Assembly approve of the ac-
tion taken by the Government
of British Guiana in relation
to the Agreement entered into
at Geneva on 17th February,
1966, between the Govermment
of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern
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Ireland, in consultation with
the Government of British
Guiana, and the Government of
Venezuela"

passed on 28th April, 1966.

The Venezuelan claim which
eventually led to the signing of
the Geneva Agreement of 17th
February, 1966, never involved a
challenge of the accuracy of the
boundary line based on the Arbi-
tral Award of 1899. It took the
form of an allegation that the
Award itself was invalid because
of an alleged political deal be-
tween Britain and Russia. It
will be recalled that the Presi--
dent of the 1899 Arbitration
Tribunal chosen by agreement be-
tween Venezuela and Britain was
an eminent Russian jurist and
writer on international law,
M. de Martens.

Earlier this month (October
1966) the Government of Guyana
received a report from unofficial
sources that a number of Venezue-
lans had crossed unto the Guya-
nese or eastern side of Ankoko in
September and had been carrying
out certain works on Guyanese

territory. The accuracy of this
report was.confirmed by an offi-

cial inspection party on Wednes-
day 12th October, 1966. The
Cabinet met on the morning of
Thursday 13th Qctober, 1966, and
on Friday 14th a protest was sent
by telegram to the proper Minis-
ter (the Foreign Minister) of the
Venezuelan Government, requesting
at the same time that immediate
steps be taken by the latter to
ensure the immediate withdrawal
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of Venezuelan personnel and the
removal of structures erected by
them from Guyanese territory on
Apnkoko. In its protest the
Government of Guyana carefully
refrained from assuming that the
incursion had been authorised by
the Venezuelan Govermment .

A reply in the form of a
telegram was received from the
Venezuela Foreign Minister,
Dr. Ignacio Iribarren Borges, on
the evening of Tuesday 18th
October, 1966, in which the
Venezuelan accepted responsibili-
ty for the incursion and advanced
the claim that the whole of
Ankoko was Venezuelan territory.
In addition, the Foreign Minister
proposed that if Guyana wanted to
claim any part of Ankoko, such
claim should be referred to the
Mixed Commission appointed under
the terms of the Geneva Agree-
ment. Dr. Iribarren's opinion,
and that of his Government no
doubt, was that such a reference
was provided for and contemplated
by Article 5 paragraph 2 of the
said Agreement which reads:-

"No acts or activities
taking place while this
Agreement 1s in force shall
constitute a basis for
asserting, supporting or
denying a claim to territor-
1al sovereignty in the ter-
ritories of Venezuela or
British Guiana or create any
rights of sovereignty in
those territories, except in-
so far as such acts or activ-
ities result from any agree-
ment reached by the Mixed
Commission and accepted in
writing by the Government of



847 Statemsent on

Guyana amd the Government of
Venezuela. No new claim, or
enlargement of an existing
claim, to territorial sover-
eignty in those territories
shall be asserted while this
Agreement is in force, nor
shall any claim whatsoever be
asserted otherwise tham 1in
the Mixed Commission while
that Comaission is in being®.

The Govermment of Guyama is
satisfied aad ecemvimced that the
present Vemezmelan comtention and
clain are shsolutely withomt sub-
stance and met mmeng the matters
that come umder the purview of
the Mixed Commission. This was
communicated by telegram to the
Govermment of Venezuela through
its Foreign M:nister. In addi-
tion, contained in the said tele-
gram was an offer by this Govern-
ment to take part immediately in
bilateral talks with the Venezume-
lan Govermment., such talks to be
based on an examination of the
Official Map of 1905 prepared and
signed by the British and Vene-
zuelan Commissioners in that
year.

This course is considered at
this stage to be preferable to an
immediate reference to the United
Nations Organisation, with the
Secretary-General of which a copy
of the Geneva Agreement has been
lodged several months ago.

Meanwhile, last week a de-
tachment of security forces was
despatched to the area - the
south bank of the Cuyuni River
and the Comsander of those forces
has been instructed to take me
action likely to provoke an inci-
dent.
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The Govermment is comvinced
that justice is on our side and
that our case can stand the most
thorough scrutiny from amy :quar-
ter. As a peace loving nation
and a member of the United
Natioas, we are prepared to exert
every effort to have a peaceful
resolution of the Ankoko Affair
and the justification of our con-
tention around the Conference
Table or in any mutually accep-
table forum.

In the meantime, we await the
reply to the latest communication
to the Venezuelan Govermment by
the Guyana Government .

PUBLIC BUSINESS
MOTION

CONFIRMATION OF CUSTOMS
DUTIES (AMENDMENY) (Ne. 6)
ORDER 1966 (No. 13)

The Minister of Finance
(Mr. d'Aguiar): I beg to move:

"That this National
Assembly in terms of sectionm
9 of the Customs Ordinance,
Chapter 309, confirm Customs
Duties (Amendment) (No. 6)
Order, 1966 (No. 13) which
was made on the l14th of
September, 1966, and pub-
lished in the Gazette on the
24th of September, 1966."

This Order has been made, in
accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the United Nations expert
on mining, to increase the export

duty on precious stomnes other
than cut and polished pPrecious
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[MR. D'AGUIAR] "
stones. The increase is also in-
tended to protect the local in-
dustry in respect of the cutting
and polishing of diamonds pro-
duced locally.

Question put, and agreed to.

Notion carried.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER
NO. 9 (1)

"Be it resolved that Standing
Order No. 9 (1) be suspended
to enable the National
Assembly to sit on Monday,
the 31st day of October, 1966
at 8.45 o’'clock in the fore-
noon, on the occasion of the
departure from Guyana of
Their Excellencies the
Governor-General and Lady
Luyt." [Leader of the

House, ]

Leader of the House (Mr.
Bissember): This Motion seeks
to get the approval of hon.
Members to enable this Assembly
to sit on Monday, 31st October,
1966 at 8.45 o'clock in the fore-
noon on the occasion of the de-
parture from Guyana of Their
Excellencies the Governor-General
and Lady Luyt. It is a simple
Motion. I therefore seek the
approval of this Assembly.

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion carried.
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2.30 p.m.
BILL - SECOND READING

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE IN
GUYANA (INCORPORATION) BILL

Mr. Joaquin: I should like
to move the Second Reading of a
Bill intituled:

"An Act to incorporate
the Church of the Nazarene in
Guyana."

This Bill seeks to incorpor-
ate in Guyana certain persoms as
the General Board of the Church
of the Nazarenme in Guyana, and to
vest in the Board all property in
Guyana held by or vested in the
Church of the Nazarene or in any
other person for the use or ben-
efit of the Church. The Bill
also contains provisions whereby
the Board may acquire and dispose
of property.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a Second timet

Assembly in Committee.
Bill considered and approved.

Assembly resumed.

Bill reported without Amend-
ment, read the Third time and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Bissember: In accordance
with the Resolution just passed,
I move that the House do stand
adjourned until Monday, 31st of
October, 1966 at 8.45 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly at
2-35 p.m.
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APPENDI X
" WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
QUESTION NO. 26.

CONSYRUCTION OF ATKINSON - MACKENZIF ROAD AND ATKINSON AIRPORT

QUESTION by Mr. Ram Karran and REPLY by the Minister of Works
and Wydraulics:

Quession: (i) Will the Minister of Works and Hydraulics state
what were the procedures used for the award of the
contract for the comstruction of the Atkinson-
Mackenzie Road and the Atkinson Airport?

{i1) Will the Minister state whether the Tender Board
did call for Tenders? If so, how many were re-
ceived, from whom, and the value of each Tender?

(iii) Will the Minister make public the terms and con-
ditions of the Atkinson-Mackenzie Road contract and
the Firm or Firms to whom the contract was awarded?

Answer: (i) The procedure used for the award of the contract
for the construction of the Atkinson-Mackenzie Road
and the Atkinson Airport was as follows:

An Evaluation Board comprising officers of the
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics selected from
among competing firms the Engineering Consul-
tants, Del.euw Cather International Incorporated,
to undertake the consulting and supervisory
services on behalf of the Govermment in relation
to the Atkinson-Mackenzie Road Project. This
selection was made on the basis of suitability
as established by a review of the information
submitted in response to questionnaires sent to
these firms, regard being also paid to their
bona fides.

The Engineering Consulting firm for the Atkinson
Airport Improvement Project, Thomas B. Bourne
Associates, Incorporated was chosen by the
United States Agency for International Develop-
ment .
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The aboveuws:d consultants were responsible for
advertising the projects and inviting from
interested contractors information on a ques-
tionnaire form sent them for the purpose of
determining t'<se who were suitable to undertake
the jobs. Following upon this, a pre-qualifying
list of contractors was jointly prepared by the
Ministry of Wurks and Hydraulics and the com-
sultants. Thereafter Tenders were invited only
from the contractors on the pre-qualifying list.
Separate and combined tenders were invited for
the two projects. Five tenders were received,
three of whict :~ == . Xsmitted by onme firm.

The Bids wer: = S+1lows:
At?lnson » fﬁé%’tﬁf{' Combination
Airport Mackenzie Tender
Improvement Road

1. Comstructora.

Emk a

S.A. Oman

Constructing

Co. & Wright

Contracting

Company $3,928,616.00 $]9,308, " . "7 _..:.236,854.98
2. B.B. Mc Cormick

and Sons

Incorporated q5,730.058.00 -— ——
3. B.B. Mc Cormick

and Sons

Incorporated —_ $14,062,869. 32 _—
4, B.B. Mc Cormick

and Sons

Incorporated $3,802,882.50  §]3,780,095.55 -$}7,002,979.05
5. Ballenger

Paving Co.

Incorporated $4,296,840.00 $17,044,020.00 $P1,742,070.00

Messrs. Mc Cormick and Sons Incorporated, being
the lowest bidder, was awarded the comtracts for

both projects.
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(i1)

(111)

QUESTION NO.

I should mention that a similar procedure was
followed for pre-qualifying local sub-contrac-
tors, except that pre-qualification of the local
sub-contractors was done solely by the Ministry
of Works and Hydraulics.

The answer to part (ii) of the question has already
been incorporated in my reply to part (i) thereof.

The Atkinson-Mackenzie Road contract is a public
document, a copy of which is available for inspec-
tion at the Ministry of Works and Hydraulics by any-
one so interested. As previously mentioned, the

Firm to whom the contract was awarded is B.B. Mc
Cormick and Sons Incorporated.

27

DISTRIBUTION OF LAND TO FARMERS

QUESTION by Mr. Benn and REPLY by the Minister of Forests,

Lands and Mines:

Question:

Ansver:

(1)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

(i)

(i)

(iii)

How many acres of land have been distributed to
farmers since 1st January, 19657

How many farmers have been allocated this land?
In respect of what areas has land been distributed?

Will the Minister state how much Crown and Govern-
ment land has been distributed to farmers and

settlers since January, 1965, and the areas in
which the distributed land is situate?

During the period 1st January, 1965 to 15th August,
1966, a total of 146,746 acres of Crown Land were
distributed.

2,987 farmers.

The coastal and riverain areas from the Northwest
District to the Corentyne River, Essequibo Islands
and the Rupununi District.
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The information furnished in the above replies is not
in respect of land in Land Development Schemes.

(iv)

NO.

The Member is referred to the replies already
furnished.

28

SUPPLY OF ELFCTRICITY TO BATH SETTLEMENT

QUESTION by Mr. Hubbard and REPLY by the Minister of Trade,
Shipping and Civil Aviation:

Question;

Answer:

(a)

(b)

(a)
(b)

Is the Minister aware that the Guyana Electricity
Corporation proposes to supply electricity to the
residents of Bath Settlement, an area which was
previously supplied with electricity by owners of
small plants?

Will the Minister state whether it is proposed to
integrate the small plants with the Corporation's
system?

If not, will the Minister say whether the Cor-
poration proposes to purchase the small plants, or
pay compensation to the ownerswho have provided a
beneficial community service?

Yes, Sir.
No, Sir.

The Corporation does not propose to purchase small
plants. Persons applying for licences to supply
electricity for public or private purposes are
informed that licences will not be issued, but
while there will be no objection to imstallation of

%eneraiing equipment, it must be clearly understood
hat the applicant would be doing so at his own

risk and therefore neither the Government nor the
Guyana Electricity Corporation would be liable for
compensation for any plant and installation which
may become redundant when the Rural Electrification
Scheme is implemented. This policy was adopted by
the previous Government and it has not been changed.
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(i) EMPLOYMENT POSSIBILITIES ON ATKINSON-MACKENZIE ROAD

(ii) ACCOMMODATION POR CLERK IN MORUKA DISTRICT

QUESTION by Mr. Ram Karran and REPLY by the Minister of Works
and Hydraulics:

Question:

Answer:

(1)

(i1)

(1)

(a)

(b)

Is it true that not more than 300 persons will
be employed in the .$14% Million Atkinson-
Mackenzie Road? Will the Minister state how
many of the number to be employed will be
persons who are already employed by the Minis-
try of Works and Hydraulics?

Will the Minister say how employment possibi-
lities on the Atkinson-Mackenzie Road compare
with the numbers employed in the Black Bush
Polder and Tapakuma Drainage and Irrigation
Schemes?

Is the Minister aware that the Clerk to the Assis-
tant District Commissioner of the Moruka District
has been living with his family in a room in the
Rest House for over a year? Will the Minister
state how soon a house will be provided for this
Officer?

(a)

(b)

It has been estimated that 730 persoms will
find employment on the Atkinson-Mackenzie Road.
Of this number the Ministry of Works and
Hydraulics will supply 36 of whom approxi-
mately 10 (laboratory staff) will be from the
existing staff; the rest will be employed
specifically for the project.

The number of persons employed on the Black
Bush Polder Scheme varied from 1,300 during
the peak period to approximately 350 towards
its closing stages. With regard to the Tapa-
kuma Drainage and Irrigation Scheme the number
of employees ranged from 650 to 136 over the
period of operations.
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(ii)

QUESTION NO.

The Minister is aware that the Clerk to the Assis-
tant District Commissioner of the Moruka District
has been living with his family in a room in the
Rest House for over a year.” It is understood that
the Clerk has since been replaced by an unmarried
officer. A request was made of this Ministry for
the provision of two quarters ‘for Government
Officers in the Moruka District viz. quarters for
the District Pield Officer and quarters for the
Clerk to the Assistant District Commissioner in
that order of priority.: This request for quarters
to be provided the Clerk to the Assistant District
Commissioner at Moruka was comsidered along with
others, but in establishing overall priorities, it
was not rated as one of as high priority as the
others to warrant its construction this year. It
is. however intended to give early consideration to
providing the Clerk stationed in the Moruka Dis-
trict with such accommodation.

30
COMMUNITY UEVELOPMENY OFFICEBS

QUESTION by Mr. Khan and REPLY by the Prime Minister:

Question:

Answer:

(i)

(i1)

(i)

Will the Prime Minister state the names of and
areas where each Community Development Officer
works?

Will the Prime Minister state what machinery and
criteria were used for the recruitment of Com-
munity Development Officers?

The names of the District Community Development
Officers and the areas where they work are as
follows:
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Name of Officer Area
Essequibo
1. D.A. Gouveia Pomeroon River both banks from mouth to

Pickersgill including Akawin River and
Eastwards along the Coast to and includ-
ing Evergreen.

Demerara
2. Miss P. Beramsingh Vreed-en-Hoop to Itaka, right bank,
Essequibo River.
3. Mr. J. Palmer Pouderoyen to Kamuni.
4. Mr. O. Mentore Ruimveldt, East ‘Bank to Wismar-Mackenzie.
5. Mrs. Pollard Liliendaal, Kitty, ‘Campbellville, Lodge,
Newtown, East and West Ruimveldt.
6. Mr. W. Felix Industry to Abary.
7. Mr. A, Bulkan Abary to Zuigwyck.
» Berbice
8. Miss S. Patterson Right bank Berbice River to New Amsterdam
municipal boundary north of Providence to
Borlam.
9. Mr. Parasram Singh Bloomfield to Crabwood Creek.

(ii) The appointment of District Community Development
Officers is the responsibility of the Public
Service Commission. Vacancies are advertised in
the Official Gazette and newspapers and applica-
tions are invited from the general public.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16



