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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, 19TH JUNE, 1952. 

The. Council met at 2 p.m. , His 
· Bxcellency the Governor, Sir Charles 

Woolley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., Presi­
dent, in the Chair. 

PRESENT : 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Wool­
ley, K.C.l\1.G., O.B.E., M.C. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. J. L. F letcher, O.B.E. , T.D. (Act­
ing) . 

The Hon. the Attorney-General , 
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary 
and Treasurer, i\fr. E. F. McDavid, 
C.M.G., C.B.E. 

The Hon. C. V. Wight, C.B.E. 
(Western Essequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
(Demerara-Essequibo) . 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson 
(Georgetown North) . 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequ:~bo River) . 

The Hon. Dr. G. M. 'Gonsalves 
(Eastern Berbice) . 

The Hon, Dr. C. Jagan (Central 
Demerara) . 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon, A. T. Peters (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North­
Western District). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nomi­
nated ) . 

The Hon. J. Carter (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. L . A. Luckhoo (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G •• 
O.B.E., (Nominated) . 

The Clerk read prayers. 

The miHutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, the 13th of 
June, a·s pri11ted and c,irculated, were 
taken as read and coufirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

GRATUITY AND PENSION T O MR. 

MELVILLE'S WIDOW. 

The Colonial Secretary (Mr. 
Fletcher, Acting) communicated the 
following Mes.sage to the Council:-

MESSAGE No. 6 

Honourable Members of the Legislative 
The Hon. V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nomi- Council, 

. l'!ated) . 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 
(Nominated) . 

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan 
(Demerara River) . 

The Hon. J . Fernande (Georg.e­
town Centi·al) . 

You will recollect with deep regret that 
on the 25th of November last Mr. A. H. 
P. Melville, aged 24 years, a supernumer­
ary Surveyor, Public Works Department, 
was shot and killed while on duty in the 
field by a subordinate employee of the 
survey party of which he was in charge. 

2. As the post held by the late Mr. 
Melville was non-pensionable, and as his 
i,ervice with Government was less than 
tlie 7 ye11r:, n iquiri:!.l t!i' qwilify for a 
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6ratuity, his widow is not eligible for a 
death gratuity. 

3. In view of the tragic circumstances 
In which Mr. Melville met his death. I 
feel and the Executi ve Council agrees that 
his widow should be granted the samP 
superannuation benefits as she would 
have enjoyed hrtd her late husband been 
a pensionable officer, and I therefore il'1-
vite Honourable Members to approve. 
ex gratia, of the grant to her of a gratuit~· 
of $1,920 (the equivalent of one year's 
pay) calculated in accordance with sec­
tion 19 of the Pensions Ordinance 1933 
(No. 20), as amended by the Pensions 
(Death Gratuities) Ordinance, 1936 (No. 
14), as well as a pension at the rate ".>l 
$320 per annum while she remains un­
married, ccmputed in arr.orc1°mre with 
the provisions of section 20 of the Pen­
sions Ordinance, 19::!3 (No. 20), as 
amended by section 3 of the Pensions 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1941 (No. 20). 

C. C. lVOO!.JLEY, 
Governor. 

(;OVERNMENT HOUSE 
British Guiana, 

17th June, 1952. 

TAB LED REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS, 

The President : In con nection with 
the tabling of Reports-I think it was 
raised by the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara (Dr. Jagan)-I have, as 
promised, made some enquiry. It was 
during the debate on a motion by the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara 
(Mr. Debidin) in which reference was 
made to the Report on Land Settle­
ments, and I think the hon. Member 
said he had not seen the RPport and 
rather complained that hon. Mem~rs 
had not received reports for some 
weeks after they were tabled. I 
promptly looked into the matter. As far 
as that Report is concerned it was cir­
culated to all Members on the 20th 
February la.st. As regards reports 
genernlly, all reports laid on the table 
are circulated to hon. Members on the 
same day on which they are tabled, the 
ouly exception is that of the Annual De­
partmental Reports. Some Memberi.:: 
may remember there was a complaint 
here about the delay in tabling- these 

particular reports. ·They are not tabled 
until they are printed and the printing 
takes some sjx or even more months to 
do, and we arranged in that case that 
the man uscript copy be tabled and 
any Member who wishes to see any De­
partmental Report can ask the Clerk of 
Council for it. 'That is the actual posi­
tion. If any hon. Member has not re­
ceived a copy of any document on the 
day on whieh it was tabled by the 
Colonial Secretary, I would ask that he 
communicate with the Clerk. 

GOVF.RNMF.NT NOTICE. 

GRATUITY AND PENSION To MR. 

MELVILLE'S WIDOW 

The Colonial Secretary gave notice 
of the following motion:-

That, with reference to the Governor's 
Message No. 6 of the 16th of June, 1952. 
this Council approves of the grant of a 
gratuity of $1,920 to the wlclow of the 
late Mr. A. H. P. Melville, calculated in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Pensions Ordinance, 1933 (No. 20) as 
amended by the Pensions (Death Gtratu­
ities) Ordinance, 1953 (Ne. 14) , as well 
as a pension at the rate of $320 per 
annum while unmarried, computed in ac­
cordance with the provisions of section 
20 of the Pensions Ordinance 1933 (No. 
20) as amended by section 3 of the 
Pensions (Amendment) Ordinance, 1941 
(No. 20). 

NOTICE OF QUESTION. 

RATES AND WORKING CONDITIONS AT 

ATKINSON FIELD. 

Dr . .Jagan gave notice of the fol­
lowing question:-

Will Government state whether there 
is a clause in the document signed by 
the American and British -Guiana Gov­
ernments on the transfer of the Base to 
the B .G. Government to the effect that 
all labour and staff taken over by the 
iB.G. Government from the Americans 
would be paid the prevailing rates as at 
date of 1being taken over? If so, will Gov­
ernment state why rates have been re­
duced and y,ro~k~~ ~ond!tions c1!an~e47 
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ORDER OF THE DAY. 

DENIAL OF ENTRY TO UNDESIRABLE 

BRITISHERS. 

Dr. Jagan asked and the Colonial 
Secretary r eplied to the folloyving 
questions:-

Q.-Will Government stage what action 
the recent decision to ban thC' 
entry into British Guiana of Messrs. 
William Strachan and Ferdinand 
Smith, Jamaica-born British Sub·· 
jects? 

A.-The Governor in Council was satis­
fied in terms of section 3(3) (b) 
.of the Immigration Ordinance, 1947 
(No. 42 of 1947) , that Messrs. 
Strachan and Smith were undesir­
able as visitors to the Colony. 

FREEHOLD TITLE FOR ESTATE-OWNED 

HOUSE LANDS. 

Q.-Will Government state what action 
has been taken with regards to a 
motion passed by the Legislative 
Council on 5th July\ 1951, that 
" . . . . this Council recommend that 
Government enter negotiations with 
the Sugar Producers' Association 
with the view of obtaining free­
hold title to estate owned lands on· 
which extra-nuclear houses are to 
be .built in exchange for absolute 
grants of equivalent areas of land 
now leased?'' 

A.-Joint Committee consisting of 
representatives of the Local Gov­
ernment Board and the British 
Guiana Sugar Producers' Associ­
ation has recently been appointed 
with The following terms of refer­
ence: 

''To review at half-yearly inter­
vals the question of establishing 
at the appropriate time in each 
case Local Authorities in extra­
nuclear housing settlements, hav­
ing regard to the degree of 
development attained in such 
settlements." 

The question of title to the lands 
will be dealt with by the Com­
mittee at the app~opriate time. 

BILLS-FIRST READING. 

On a motion by the Attorney­
Gfnf!ral s~coru:lerl PY P . Nicholson the 

following Bills were read a first time 
intituled-

"An Ordinance to amend the Tax Or. 
dinance, No. 43 of 1939.'' 

"An Ordinance to make provision as 
to the application and modification of 
Ordinances in relation to Manaates of 
the League of Nations and the Trustee­
ship System of tlie United Nations." 

UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE FOR 

MUNICIPAL AN)) VILI;AGE ELECTIONS. 

Dr. Jagan: I beg to move the fol­
lowing motion:-

''Be it resolved that this Councll 
recommends to Government the intro­
duction and enactment of legislation to 
provide for universal adult suffrage as 
the basis of elections to all councils­
central, municipal and village." 

Before I speak on this motion with 
your permission, Sir, I would like to 
delete the word "central " in the ·fourth 
line so that the two-municipal and vil­
lage-can be taken separately by plac­
ing "(a)" before the word "municipal" 
and "(b)" befo1·e the word "village". 

The Prf'sident: "Central" must be 
deleted as it is provided for under the 
new Constitution. 

Alteration put, and agreed to. 

Motion amended accordingly. 

r. Jagan: I ,move, this motion be­
cause I feel at this moment when we 
are embarking upon a new Constitution 
we should try to experiment with the 
democratic process not only in the Cen­
tral Legislature but also in the lower 
Authorities of this Colony. At the mo­
ment, Sir, in the Municipal Council's 
we have the franchise based on pro­
perty and rental. In Georgetown, for 
instance, there is property qualification 
in addition to a rental qualification of 
$6 per month. In New Amsterdam 
there is a similar provision for proper­
ty and rental qualifications. In the Vil­
lage Authorities on the otner hand we 
have· no provisj n wh~t1:1oever made for 
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:my rental qualification, the franchise 
being based on property qualification 
only. Now that we have had universal 
a du1L suffrage granted for the Central 
Legl:::Jature with no properLy or rental 
qualification, it seems to me that if 
there is to b.! adnlt suffrage for the 
highest legislative body iu this Colony 
then it follows that we should experi­
ment with this same type of franchise 
for the village and municipal councils. 
We are told from time to time that de­
mocracy must start from the bottom, 
that the leaders must be drawn from 
the bottom anci work their way up un­
til t hey reac·h the central legislature. 
In view of that I feel it would be best 
if we were to adopt one system or type 
of franchise for the whole Colony in 
relation to the various types of councils 
that we may have. 

I would like 1,0 point out to hon. 
Members of this Council some of the 
facts with reference to figures as re­
lating to the Georgetown Municipality 
particularly, so as to let hon. Members 
have an idea as to how many persons 
are enfrru1rhised at 1he present mo­
ment becam;e of the propei ty and nm· 
tal qualifications as against what the 
possible number can be under universal 
adult suffrage. The la's.t Census figure 
for the whole popuh~tion of Georgetown 
is 73,509 persons, but we know 
that since then there has been 
an increase and the figure i!l 
now anywhere between 88 and 90,000, 
if not more. If we examine the 
Voters' List for the MuniC'ipality 
of Georgetown we find that out of that 
population there is a total of 4,884 ac­
cording to the unrevised Voters' List 
for this year, l!t52, but out of t.hat 
number a total of 250 were struck off 
leaving a total of 4,634, out of a total 
of nearly 90,'000 residents of the City of 
Georgetown. That is certainlv a very 
small proportion uot only of the whole 
population but of the adult population 
of the City of Georgetown, because if 
we take an average of two adults per 
family and there are about four or five 
per~ons to the family, then we can cer~ 

tainly say that 20 to 25 per cent. of the 
population of Georgetown are eligible to 
vote under universal adult suffrage. I 
arrive at that from the fact that when 
the Cost of Living Survey was made in 
Georgetown in 1942 it was found that 
the average family had 4.6 persons and 
every family had an average of 1.5 
adults, that is, a man and possibly his 
wife or some elderly person. 

If we make a rough estimation WP 

should have anywhere between 16 and 
20,000 people eligible to vote under uni­
versal adult suffrage in the City of 
Georgetown, but the actual figure is only 
4,634 voters. If we take the separate 
wards we find that Kingston out od: a 
total population of 3,076 persons has only 
281 voters accordjng to the unrev.ised list 
for this year. That is approximately 9 
per cent. of the population of that ward. 
That is the highest percentage I have 
been able to ascertain. In Stabroek the 
percentage is as low as 2 per cen,t. What 
is alarming about that ward is, there are 

onJy 50 voters in that ward out of a 
total population of 2,269. This matter 
calls for another thing whiich should be 
considered by this Council, and that is 
the ,question of the redistribution of the 
various wards, because we have Wort­
manville and Werk-en-Rust with over 
1,000 voters as against 50 for Stabroek. 
I pol.int out these figures to convince hon. 
Members that at the moment actually 
a very small percentage of the people of 
Georgetown are voting for the election 
of the City Fathers. 

In the case of the rural authorities the 
position is even worse, because only pro­
perty-o,wners can vote. Those who pay 
rent either in respect of land or house 
are not allowed to vote. Something of note 
is the fact that in the rural areas the 
question of literacy does not, matter at 
all. A person can vote whether he is lit­
erate or illiteiiate, whereas in the lV1 uni·· 
cipalities the literacy qualiflication comes 
in. So that we have various requirements 
for the franchise in respect of the var­
ious coundls-legh;;Jative, municipal and 
viUaige. I feel tll~t it will be simple to 
ado,pt the pr,a~W:e i:n vogue in F,rance anq 
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many other countries where one list is 
prepared for the central legiislature and 
it is used for th e various other councils. 
The ·simple test in such a case is the 
question of residence. That would have 
to be done if we ·take the Legislative 
Council List for use for the Georgetown 
Town Council. We would simply take all 
the people residing in Geo1,getawn and 
divide them according to the various 
wards in whiich they would be entitled to 
vote. The s<ame thing oan be done in re­
spect of the Village Councils in the rurn.l 
areas. I want to point out that thjs prac­
tice has mow bee~ adopted by the United 
Kingdom in re1ation to the various 
County Councils and local councils. I 
have a book here entitled "Your Local 
Authority" from which, with Your Excel­
lency's pe'l,mission, I would like to make 
a quotation. T,he author is Charles Bar­
ratt and it was printed in England. At 
page 60 it says: 

"To the question who is entitled to 
appear on the register of electors there 
is now a simple answer. A Statute of 
1945 has assimilated the parliamentary 
and local government franchise, so that 
to all intents there is now universal adult 
suffrage for both parliamentary and local 
government elections . Previously there 
had been an occupation test, which gen­
erally- prevented such people as · adult 
sons and daughters living at home with 
their parents and lodgers from possessing 
the local government vote, although, 
provided the husband occupied property, 
the wife living with him was given the 
local government vote (and vice versa, 
if the husband were fortunate enough to 
have a wife who paid the rates)" / 

Our position with respect to the local 
autho11ities is the same as was in the 
UI1Jited Kiingdom before the .Statute cf 
194.5, and ~ feel that now that we arc 
going to be placed on the same footing 
for the central legislature opportunity 
should be taken to do the same here for 
the local eouncils. I need not speak any 
longer on this matter, because I foe] it is 
a very s imple fssue and the matter is 
really self-evident. I think there .should 
be uo dispu te about it whatsoever. I do 
kuow there is this argument that the 
people in. the r ural areas, fo r i11stance, 
do not contribute any rates and tax':)s~ 
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those who do not own any property­
au,d cousequeutly .they should have no 
voice in the rural council. But the fact 
must be remembered, Sir, that there are 
many individuals who lease the land on 
which they erect the1r own houses or 
they rent the houses from others. In the 
same way a·s in Georgetown if an in­
crease is made in the rate\; and taxes 
that increase is i:pass'ed on to the tenants. 
The tenants usually have to bear the 

·1Jurden of increased .taxes and rates, s.o 
in the rural areas whatever increases in 
taxes that may be levi~d are passed on 
to the person's who, are paying rentals 
for land or house, and so in the long 
ruu the people who pay rent should have 
a voice because they are contributing to 
t he revenue of t he local council. Then 
there is the additional fact that mauy 
individuals reside in the same house 
which is either owned or rented, and 
consequently~.those persons must also be 
given an opportunity to expr,ess their 
pleasure in respect of the administra­
tion of the local authority. I do hope 
that ho11. Members will accept this mo­
t iou, and I would ask t hat in takiug the 
division municipal and village authori­
ties be taken separately. -.f 

Dr. Gonsalves: I second the motion 
for discussion. 

Mr. Fernandes: The motion as 
amended seeks to do what is tanta­
mount to giving every adult the right 
to vote at a municipal or a village elec­
tion. This is something which I do not 
agree is r ight. I agree entirely with 
the hon. Member when he said that 
people in the country districts. are de­
nied the right to vote even when they 
pay rent. I entirely agree that any 
person who pays rent should have a 
voice iu the election of members either 
of the City council or a village coun­
cil. In i,he City tha~ right is already 
there. A limit is fixed, it is true, in 
t he amount of rental qualification, but 
that limit is so low that no one who 
pays rent is denied the privilege of re­

. gistration as a voter. But, to say that 
every person who lives in an area must 
decide who is to represent that area, is 
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t:rntamount to saying that every person 
on the street must have a voice in the 
election of the directors of such e·~t ab­
lishments as the Building Society or an 
Insurance Company. In order to select 
persons to represent a business or 
an organisation, that selection must be 
made by persons who have something 
at stake iu it. In that ca·se Lhe money 
to be spent would be their own and if 
it is badly speut they would be respons­
ible. In the case of a person who pays 
rent the money is also theirs because 
whenever taxation increases their rent 
goes up acco·rdingly, and if they are 
going to pay any -part of the Bill it is 
only right and just that they should 
have a voice in saying who should man­
age the business becau·s.e they are share­
holders and would have to contribute 
towards the loss if t here is any. 

I ca11not agree, however, Lhat some­
one who has absolutely nothing at st.ake 
and cannot be affected one way or 
another has any right to say who shoulli 
manage the city or a vi,llage. I would 
have supported the motion-particularly 
the second part-if t he hon. .M:ember 
had moved that people who pay either 
Crown rent or house rent in villages 
should be given the right to vote at 
elections of village councils, but he has 
not done that. I am afraid that I can­
not ::;upport a motion of this kind be­
cause, as I have s.aid before, I cannot 
agree to give to persons who have ab­
solutely nothing at stake the right to 
elect the manager of any bus;ness or 
organisation. This is entirely a dif­
ferent matter even where employers are 
concerned. In modern times employ­
ees have a certain amount of say as re .. 
gards management, because if the 
management is not efficient the busi­
ness would suffer. In this case, whether 
the management of a village is efficient 
or not many of the voters would 
have nothing at stake and they should 
uot dietate to those who pay the rates 
and taxes or otherwise contribute to the 
revenue of the village. 

The Financial Secretary antf Treas• 
urer: I shoi.1ld like to say, if I may, a 
few words 011 this motion. With your 
permission, Sir I gave evidence pd-

vately before the Constitution Commis­
<' ion ers when they we1e in this Colony 
and one of the things I strongly empha­
sized as my owu personal wish was that 
universal adult suffrage should be insti­
tu t ed iu this Colouy for elections w the 
Legislature. Some t ime afterwards 1 
learnt to my ~urprise that my slate­
mem-my 11ame-was included in a de­
bat e by the Town Council in George­
town on this particular point. What 
I then said before the Commission was 
used as an argument for uuiversal adult 
:mffrage i11 the case of the municipal 
franchi se. I am extremely surprised 
a:1d disappointed because I never i11-
tenderl anythiug of the sor.t and I wa,s 
forced on that account to write a per­
sonal letter to the theu lVbyor explain­
ing what my position was. And, this 
is doubtless au ouportunity to correct 
any impression which mighL have got 
around, that from that public ucbate I, 
personally, supported universal adult 
suffrage for the Mu11icipality. 

I wrote at the time to the Mayor 
and I pointed out that the conditions of 
elections are complelely diffreent be­
tween the central Legislature and 
the Municipality, especially the Muni­
cipality in this part of the world. 
We must not forget that the Muni­
cipality, as we know it, is not a 
law-making body at all. There arc, of 
course, a few exceptions, but the Muni­
cipality is a purely managerial body. 
They manage the city's affairs for the 
citizens of the town and arc trustees for 
them; and more particularly of course, 
for thuse who contribu,te and pay the 
1ates and taxes for .the upkeep of the 
town. Of course, t he hou. Member is 
qui te co1 rect when he 'said that in Eng­
land property-owuers pay rates and, ob­
viously, the tenants contr ibute largely 
t hrough their rents. Therefore, they 
ought certainly to be iucluded in Muni­
cipa l franchise over there. In George­
town we f ind that the franchise extends 
uot only to property-owners, but to ten­
ants with as low a rental as $6 per 
month. Consequently, with that fran­
chise and with the level of rei1t as it is 
t oday, I feel sure tha.t nearly everyone 
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who contributes in the smallest degree 
has got the right in Georgetown to have 
his name entered on the Municipal vot­
ers' list. If we were to have adult suf­
frage in Georgetown it might very :well 
result in a very large number of peo­
ple who pay no rent at all allCl. there­
fore, have very little stake in the affairs 
of t he town, being put on the Municipal 
voters' list, and, eventually, thE.y might 
be fou'lld controlling the destiny. of the 
City. Therefore, I come back to my 
point that the Municipality in this part 
of the world is purely a managerial 
body and ought to be constituted by 
the votes of those who contribute to its 
funds. 

There is another point ~h:;0 which 
I desire to make and that is , the Gov­
ernment of t he Colony, in Georgetow1: 
particularly, is the largest Municipal 
taxpayer and one can well imagine the 
whole destiny of the town and its man­
agement being controlled by those who 
have no stake in it, when Government 
has the right to nominate members to 
that Town Council who might have no 
say in its affairs. As I have said, I 
on ly rose to t ak~ this opportunity to 
make what I might say is a public ex­
planation of my own personal position. 
I said publicly what I thought to the 
Constitution Commission and I hope I 
have cleared up the misconception that 
resu lted. I feel very 'strongly myself 
against extending the Municipal fran­
chise in Georgetown, as it is at .the 
moment. I was interested in the open­
ing remarks by the mover of this mo­
tion. He used the words "experiment 
with" and I can hardly conceive of any 
phrase less calcula,ted to induce the 
Members of this Council to accept ;1is 
motion in so far as it relates to the 
Georgetown Municipality. We, of 
course, are about to undertake a very 
large experiment. We are all looking 
forward to it and hope it would be a 
success-this experiment of adult suf­
frage-and hope it would lead to a large 
measure of self-determination in this 
Colony. Yet, before we have tackled 
or begun that experiment the hon. Mem­
her wants to have a further experi-

ment, and that \'s to place the destiny 
of this City in what I would call "un­
tried hands". 

Mr . .Farnum: I do not intend to 
touch upon the question of Municipal 
voters, but I should certainly like to 
speak about the voters i11 the villages 
of this Colony. I think there is quite 
a large number of persons who speak 
without much experience of residents 
iu t he country districts. It seems that 
if adult suffrage is introduced these 
persons would get the vote although 
they contribute nothing whatever to the 
upkeep of the villages, and that I do 
not .think would be right. The next 
point I desire to make is that in villages 
both houses and land are assessed for 
taxation although the land might be 
held by one person and the building by 
auother person. Bo.th persons would 
be entitled to vote, because the minute 
one puts a building on any laud he or 
she would be entitled to vote. I do not 
agree that those persons who contri­
bute nothing whatever to the upkeep 
of a village should be able to say how 
the money of ilhose people who contri­
uuie must be spent. 

Ivlr. Peters: One cannot but c,om­
mend my hon. Colleague 011 my left (Dr. 
J agan) for the exuberance of his solici­
tude fo1 t he welfare of our people 
throughout this land, but one certainly, 
desiring to be wise, would not embark 
upon the experimeu.t-and I am using 
1;is own word-of having a situation 
wherein one mig,ht see something like 
the tail being called upon to wag the 
dog. I make bold to say that if we ac­
cept this motion as moved by my hon. 
Friend we would be embarking upon a 

very dangerous and ridiculous experi­
ment as the tail would be wagging th~ 
dog. So far as I am concerned, I am 
not prepared to lead myself to that 
sort of experiment. 

The Attorney.General: As the hon. 
Mover has already pointed out, provision 
is made in the law with respect to the 
qualification of voters of the munici-
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pdities and also of the various 
authorities, and I need hardly refer to 
that here. The ,position, as at present 
pertaining in· this Colony, is totally 
different from that which pertains iu 
the United Kingdom. As the hon. 
Member pointed out when he referred 
to .......... ....................................... -................ ..--and I am 
•1uoting from Local Authorities by 
J ames Bell-in 1895 the right to vote ... 
................................. .It will be agreed that this 
was proper and .appropriaie sc long as 
the greater part of the local authorities' 
revenue was derived from the rates, 
bu~ that 110 lo11ger obt ains, because of 
the functions which the local bodies 
vedorm and also becau.s.e of t he sources 
of their revenue. The Repn:s~Htatio11 
of t he People's Acl, in 1945, carried out 
certain recommendatious which were 
made at the Speakers' Conference of 
1944, a11d extended to Parliamentary 
electors, as such, the right to be regis­
tered and to vote as local government 
electors. Therefore, the position was 
that when 011e secured registration as 
a Parliamentary elector he was given 
the right to vote at a local government 
election, and where an elector held 
nroperty in a local government district 
he would also have the right to elect 
him. 

In the United Kiugdom there are 
four priucipal sourc,es of revenue so far 
as local government rs concerned, and 
these iuclude Tates and taxes from the 
Central Government and from local 
authorities loans and fees charged, and 
income from tradiug m1dertakmgs and 
from societies. The powers and duties 
of County Cou11cil's are very much 
wider than anything we have. They 
relate to highways and roads in rural 
districts, education, public assistance, 
Police, special health and agricultural 
services. 'The assi' tance given by 
Government to local authorities in this 
Colony cam10t be comparetl to that 
which is given to those in Great 
Britain. Their functions are wider 
than ours and they are more heavily 
subsidised by the Central Government. 
As hon. Memb .'l's are aware. at the 

present time Government makes a 
grant towards the administration ex­
penses of local authorities and special 
assistance is gi veu as regards drainage 
rates payable to the Drainage and 
Irrigation Board. Grants are frequent­
ly made to local authorities to meet 
their expenses , particularly in respect 
of drainage works, as hon. 111:embers 
will appreciate. Loans have also been 
made from time t,o time for special 
pu ; po's£<;. Therefore, the position so 
far as local authorities iu this Colony 
are coucemed, is somewhat <lifferent 
from that obtaining in England; as I 
said, Sir, both with regard to their 
functions and with regard to their 
sourees of revenue. In the United 
Kingdom the local government franchise 
is compiled on the same basis as the 
Parl iamentary franchise - that is, 
m1iversal adult franchise - l.rnt the 
position is different in this Colony. As 
the hon. Member has poi11ttd out with 
regard to rental in i he village districts 
the p '.lsition · is different from that 
which obtains in t he Municipality of 
Georgetown. 

As I have said before, the func­
tions of the local authorities in Eng­
land are wider than those of the local 
authorities in Bnitis.h Guiana and they 
·ue more heavily subsidized by the Cen­
tral Government there. The function s 
of 1,hose local au thoritie·s are for the 
benefit of the general taxpayer as 
c1gainst that of the ratepayer in the 
case of our local authorities, and on the 
basi-s of the well-known maxim "110 

taxation ilO representation," I think 
it is evident that the hon. Member has 
not mad e: out a case iu su11port of his 
motion. I would poi11t out that, as the 
hon. the Financial SeC're·tary has em­
phas ized, we have .iust had a recom­
mendation by th P ·f'o11 ~ii ution Com-­
mission-and this Council has accepted 
that recommendation with regard to 
universal adult suffrage. We are 
110w embarking on the preparation 
of the Register of Voters and 
I suggest to hon. Members that 
it is somewhat premature to take 



.i 759 Motion-Adult Suffmge LEGISLATIVB CouNCIL Town & Village Elections 1760 

d. step forward in connection with 
fnunicipal frauchis~ as ha;; been taken 
wi-i.h rega.rd to franchise for the Cen­
tral Government. It has to be borp.e in 
mind that universal adult suffrage was 
recomme11ded i11 Eugland in 192!} and 
that it was only in 1945- after they had 
had experience so far as t he working . 
of the Central Govemment on t he bas is 
of u11iversal 'adult suffrage was con­
c;emed- tha.t they extended universal 
adult suffrage t o local govemments 
over there. Therefore, I suggest to hon. 
Members t hat ihe suggestion put for­
ward by the hon. Mover of the motion 
- that we should embark upon an ex­
r;er im: 21t a t the pre.:;'.!nt t ime and have 
a uJ1iven;al type of govemment by 
permit ting voters of the lesser bodie·s­
the· local authorities-to be put on th~ 
sam e basis as the voters of the Central 
Government-should not be entertained. 
The position in t hi's Colony does not 
approximate what obtains in E ngland 
:, t. th e present time. As soon as we have 
had experierwe with rega rd to. the im­
provements and advances made in the 
Central Government by way of recom­
mendations which this Council has 
adouted and - whi h we hope would be 
of immen se benefit to the Colony-then 
this matter should be considered in the 
light of the experience gained and in 
the light of other changes. 

The President: As no ot her Mem­
ber wishes t o speak, I will call upon 
the hon. Mover of the motion to reply. 

--/. Dr.· .Jap.-an : I cannot but observe 
that nearly all the · hon. Members· 
present have expressed disapproval of 
this motion. Their line of argument 
fell into two categories _ (1) , that 
while adult suffrage is a good thing 
for the local authorities, they are not 
yet r eady for it. The hon. the Attorney­
General has taken the other point of 
view and that is, while in England 
there is one type of franchise for all· 
types of councils , we, in British Guiana, 
have not had the experience and the 
t_i;rne-lapse , that , they have had over 
there, from 1929 to 1945~ I will deal 

with both of these lines of argument 
to show how fallacious they a~e. In the 
first .place, I do not think it is · con­
sistent with any law of . reasoning to 
say that the people of this Colony are 
ready to vote for the election of Mem­
bers of this Legislative CounciL-the 
highest Council in the land _ but they 
ar-e not ready to vote for the election 
of members to municipal councils and 
local authorities. It is true that the 
municipal coun~ils, _ as the hon. the 
Financial Secretary has said, have 
different functions from those of the 
Legislative · Council to perfor , these 
being managerial functions - acting 
as trustees of the voters concemed -
and, in the same way, the local au­
thorities -and village councils might be 
considered to oe trustees acting under 
the Local Government Board Ordinance. 
The point, however, is that these 
councils _ the municipal and village 
councils - are all working within 
certain Ordinances passed by this 
Legislative Council. If we argue that 
they are acting in the position of 
managers, we can say that this Legis­
lative Council is also acting in the 
position of managers _ for Her 
Majesty's Government_ becaus.e every­
thing done in this Council has to be 
approved by Her before it becomes 
law. r{ · 

The Presi<!ent:. That is not quite 
so ; I assent to the laws of this Colony. 
The position is that they can be dis­
allowed through the Secretary of State, 
but Her Majesty does not approve th e 
laws of this Colony. The Secretary of 
State advises Her Majesty that the 
l)owers of di sallowance should not be 
exercised. 

Dr . .Jagan: I may hav,i explained 
the position in wrong words. 

The President: There is a di stinc­
tion. 

Dr. Jagan: We have in this Coun­
cil a sort of superior authority, and 
that is the point I Wa'Ilted to make in 
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reply to the hon. the Financial Secre­
tary. The hon. Member for George­
town Central has made the point that if 
the motion was framed in such a way 
that the villagers would have been al­
lowed to vote on the basis of rental 
qualification he would have supported 
it. That is why I asked what is the 
rental to be fixed and suggested that 
he should fix it. If the decision is left 
to the members of the Town Council 
they would say "we do not want the ren­
tal qualification fixed at $4, $5 or $6 per 
month, we want it fixed at $16 
per month." Obviously, they would 
want $16 because in that way they 
would be able to ,preserve t he status 
quo and kee!J the register of voters 
restricted. Then we come to the 
question as to whether we should drop 
the rental qualification from its 
present figure and what the actual 
figures should be. The hon. the 
Financial Secretary has stated that the 
rental figure is so low at present-$6 
per rnonth_that practically everyone 
can become a voter. If that is so, why 
not withdraw it altogether? Of course, 
the argument has been adduced that an 
iudividual must contribute something 
towards the upkeep of the Town Coun­
cil if he wants to be a voter. If we 
argue it ihat way. then I can say that if 
I contribute ten times as much as an­
other ratepayer I should have ten times 
his number of votes. 

The other point-that the rental 
qualification is - low, $6 per month 
- I know from personal knowl­
edge, though that is the case, there 
are many persons. who cannot register 
because they do not pay as much as $6 
ner mouth rent. That is because of th e 
Rent R::.'-'triction Ordinance and the 
rlilapidated ranges i11 many of the 
wards of the City. The point, which 
must be home in mind and which is 
constantly being overlooked by those 
Members, who spoke against the mot ion 
and who insist that the qualification 
for a voter must be on a property or 
rental basis, is that every person in a 
household is contributi'ng to ~hat rental 

whether it is paid by one or more 
persons. If we have two persons in a 
fam ily-a man and his wife-living in 
a house, the man may be the only wage­
earner and he may be paying $6 or $8 
per month ~s rent. If he is paying $12 
per month as rent they can go t hrough the 
process of 's.plitting the rental value 
between them, .as we know some Town 
Councillors get their qualification that 
way. The man and his wife can then 
have a vote each on that rental, but if 
the rental is lower than $12 what 
happens is the man 's wife is deprived 
of a vote although she to all 
intents and purposes is contributing 
towards that rental. One cannot 
say that because a wife does 
not pay rental actually in her name she 
has not contributed to that rental. That 
is why I assume-and I think it is self 
evident to anyone resident in the Cit:v 
__ the mere fact of residence means 
that some contribution is made in one 
way or another, directly or indirectly, 
to the revenue of t he municipality, and 
consequen tly I see no justification 
whatever that those people who ar.e not 
paying any rental should be debarred 
from exercising the vote. Consequently, 
Sir, I suggest that those hon. Members 
who spoke against the motion should 
look at it in the light of those facts 
and reconsider their stand in relation 
to this motion. 

In relation to what the hon. the 
Attorney-General said a moment ago __ 
that in this Colony we are now em­
barking upon universal adult suffrage 
for the fi rst time for t he central legis· 
lature, whereas in England they had 
adult suffrage over a long period of 
time but it was only in 1945 that the 
local authorities accepted universal 
adult suffrage-I would like to point 
out to the hon. Member t his fact: Mo~t 
of these democratic reforms which took 
place in England took place under the 
Labour Government or what was con­
sidered a liberal government in terms 
of t he conservative form of govern­
ment. The 1911 reform was brought 
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about by the Liberals as against the 
'Tory's reform of 1929. It was a question 
of who was constituting the Govern­
ment. That was why there was this time 
lag. I would like to point out to the 
hon. Member that the argument he has 
adduced is not really sound, because l}e 
said that in the United Kingdom you 
have the County and other Councils 
having wide functions and a large 
amount of money to handle. That may 
be true, but that does not affect in any 
way the question of the franchise . In 
fact the argument should be · the 
opposite way. If they have to deal with 
a greater amount of money and exer­
eise wider functions, then why give 
them adult suffrage ?-Why not retain 
the qualification they had before? Jt 
is all the tnore reason because of the 
limited functions and limited amount 
of money to be spent for allowing a 
little bit of 1:esponsibility in the village 
and municipality councils. 

But I do uot agree that there 
wiJl be responsibility because the 
people are allowed to vote ipso fact o 
it is the re ponsibility of the Coun­
cil. It is true that the amount of 
money handled by the County Councils 
in England is much greater, and it is 
true that their functions are entirely 
different because they have a different 
system of local government. They have 
the County Council system as against 
our system of domiuatiou by the Local 
Gover11me11t Board over the Village 
Couneils. But the question has nothing" 
to do with the functions or how much 
money is beiug spent by the local au­
thority,and so far as embarking upon 
an experiment i.s concerned I feel that 
if this Council can embark upon this so­
called experiment of universal adult suf­
frage there is no reason why the other 
local bodies which are supervised by this 
Council should not have the s ame uni­
vel'Sal adu lt suffrage to eleet their of­
ficers and leaders to c,arry on their 
busi11ess. Anythi11g don by the Vil­
lage Councils can be counteracted by 
the authority of the Local Government 
Board. The hon. the Financial Secre­
tary and Treasurer knows that very well. 

I do not see there is any valid ar~ 
gumeut for opposing this motion at this 
momeut. I do . not think we should go 
by stages, as the hon. the Attorney-Gen, 
era! is suggesting. Not because some­
thiug took so many year:,, to happen in 
the united Kingdom that we must take 
so mauy years to achieve that in this 
Colony ; not because there was a gap 
between the introduction of universal 
H<lu lt suffrage in the oentral govern­
ment and iu local government in the 
United Kingdom we should adopt that 
practice in this Colony. If we have be­
come ripe to get universal adult suf­
frage for the central legislature, then 
we are ripe en~ugh to get universal 
:.tdult suffrage for the local councils. -;J 

'fhc President: I sha ll put the 
motion i11 two parts-the firl:it is "Uni­
versal adult suffrage as the basis of 
elections for the municipal councils". 

Question put, and the Council divid­
ed and voted as follows:-

For-Dr. Jagan-1. 

Against-Messrs. Macnie, Luckhoo, 
Smellie, Phang, Peters, Kendall, Fer-
11andes., Farnum, Roth, Wight, Dr. Gon­
salves, Capt. Coghlau, Dr. Singh, Dr. 
Nicholson, the Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer, the Attorney-General and 
the Colonial Secretary-I 7. 

First part of motion lost. 

The President: I shall now put 
the second par t of the motion "Uni­
versal adult suffrage as the basis of 
elections for the village councils''. 

Question put, and the Council divid­
ed and voted as follow's :--

For-Dr. Jagan-1. 

Against-Messl'S. Macnie, Luckhoo 
Smellie, Phang, Pete1s, Kendall, Fe/ 
11amles, Farnum, Roth, Wight Dr. 
Gousalve1:; , Capt. Coghlau, Dr. Singh, 
Dr. Nicholso11, the Financial s,,cretary 
and 'Treasurer, the Attor11e,, -General 
and the Colonial Secretary-1 ·i. 

Second part of motion Jost. 
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BElWICE LICENSING BOARD ( SPECIAL 
MEETING ) BILL. 

Mr. Peters: I beg to move the 
RCCou cl reading of the following Bill ia­
ti tuied ~ 

''An Ordinance- to make special pro­
v1s1on for the consideration by the 
Licensing Board for the County of Ber­
bice, of certain applications for the re­
newal of spirit shop licences a:r.d for 
matters connected therewith." 

In rising to move the second read­
,ng of this Bill I make uo apology for 
spearheading this Bill so that folk 011 
the West Coast Berbice and on the 
Ea'!S t Coast Berbice, who were de­
nied because of legal provisions the 
nrivilege of having their licences 
;·enewed owing to the fact that they had 
made application for that renewal out 
of time, can obtain that privilege. This 
uortion of fo e law inflicted great i11-
conve11ience upon folk who failed to 
have their licences renewed mid, of 
course, as I said just now, considerable 
hardship was inflicted upon them ac­
cordingly. There is no doubt t hat, so 
far as our Govemmeut and tile people 
of this land :irn concerned, there. is no 
desire 011 our part to see that undue 
hardship is endured by folk who, be­
cause of circumstance, 1be:_;ond their 
control, failed at the right time to hav~ 
their licences renewed, and it is with 
this in my mind that this Bill has been 
put forward looking towards its enact­
ment s.o that relief will be brought to 
those parties 011 both sides of the Ber­
bice River and so that they will be able 
to reopen tl1eir spirit shops and to do 
bu siness as heretofore. The purpose of 
this Bill is rather simple, and so I am 
not goiug to belabour the Cou11cil with 
many words, but will ask this Body to 
be graciou,~ enough to grant the relief 
so far as this Bill is concel'ned. 

Mr. Fermmrles : I second the mo­
tio,. for the second reading of t his Dill. 
I am uot goiHg to say anythrng 011 it 
except 1._, poiut out to hon. Members 
that whil~ everyone s!iould apply for hi.s 
licence in the prescribed time, in this 
case my information i's there was a 

widow involved. She knew nothing about 
the time-limit until i!; was too late. 
Even if this relief is given now and the 
licences a re renewed for 1952 these 
persons will have to pay the full annual 
licence fee while they will only be per­
mitted to trade from the date of re­
newal and, therefore, that in itself is a 
penalty, the licence for the country dis.­
tricts beiug $240. Speaking subject to 
correction, as T have no experience of 
these licences, by the time this goes 
through and everything is fixed six 
months will have elapsed and these 
people will have to lose half of the value 
of their annual lic,ence. That, I think 
hon. Members will agree, is sufficient 
penalty for not putting their applica­
tion in at the right time. 

Dr. Gonsalves: In further suppurt 
of the seeond reading of this Bill, 
though it seems to me that all Lhe points 
I1 may have made have been fully 
covered, I particularly wish to stress 
the point made by the hon. Seconder 
that the penalty that will be inflicted 011 

these people, while I am not supporting 
th tardineRs of their application by 
any means, is rnfficient lesson for them 
to avoid any such recurreuee because 
t!Jey will h:lVe to pay the full amount 
nf the licenee for the year but will on!~· 
be operating for half of the j car. As 
regards the reasons given by the per­
sens in my district 1 have not been ful­
ly satisfied that is good enough excuse, 
but once they realise what t he whole 
t hing costs them they will be careful 
the next time. l:'articularly the case ir1 
which a widow is involver} I would be 
very glad if the Bill is passeJ and the 
relief granted which the Bill seeks. 1 
support the Bill. 

Mr. R~th: Defore I can support 
this motion I shall ask the hon. Mover in 
his r eply to explain to the Council what. 
were the circumstances under which 
these people did not apply for their li­
cences in time. It is all very well for 
the people doing business but it is a 
very bad precedent, a11d uHless the hon. 
Mover satisfies this Couucil that there 
was good and just cause for such de-
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lay I will not be able to accept the Mr. Peters : I move that in the 
motion. last line the word "and" be deleted and 

the word "or'' substituted therefor. 
Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

The Council resolved itself into 
Committee and proceeded to consider 
the Bill clause by clause. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE. 

I 
Clause 2-Jnterpretation. 

Mr. Roth : I rise to move the de­
letion of this clause and I am prepared 
to bring forward quite a few reasons 
therefor. It ha's been generally accept­
ed in the past that greenheart is in a 
class by itself. 

Mr. Fernandes: To a point of 
order! We are not considering the 
Greenheart Bill, we are on the Spirit 
Shop Licences Bill. 

M1·. Roth : 1 am sorry. 

Cl111USe 4-Spedial meeting of Li­
cen~ing Board. 

Mr.. Peters: I beg to move that 
the words "eighteenth" be inserted be­
tween the words "the" and "day" in the 
fourth line and the word "July" between 
the words "of" and "nineteen" in the 
same line. 

Clause as amended put, and agreed 
to. 

Clause 6- Authority of District 
Commissioner to issue Licence. 

Mr. Peter~ : In subclause (2 ) I 
move that the word "May" in the fourth 
line be deleted and the word ".fuly" 
substituted therefor. 

Clause as amended put, and agreed. 
to. 

Clause as amended put, and agreed 
to. 

The Council resumed. 

Mr. Peters I move that this Bill 
rbe now read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Fernandes seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third time and 
passed. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES ( AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Attorney-General: With regard 
to the next item on the Order 
Paper-*Council to consider in Com· 
mittee the Bill intituled "An Ordin­
ance further to amend the Customs 
Duties · Ordinance, 19-35"-I ask leave 
to defer consideration for further 
enquiry. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Consideration of Bill deferred. 

REVIVAL OF TOWING LAW 

Mr. Lee: May I be permitted to 
withdraw the following motion stand­
ing in my name. 

WHEREAS the bus routes in the City 
of Georgetown are becoming congested 
.by the vehicular traffic; 

AND WHEREAS it is essential for the 
protection of human lives that the tow­
ing of adults by adults be prohibited. 
i.e. persons over the age of 14 years , and 
of the towing of children by children: 

IBE IT R:ESOL~ that this Council 
recommends to Government that the 
towing law be proclaimed, i.e . the to.wing 
of adults by adults and children by chil­
dren, -be restricted on the 'bus routes, in 
the City of Georgetown. 

ClatUae 8-Savin(l · the right3 oJ the The President: ff the C9uncil 
) Crown. agrees. 
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Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion withdrawn. 

SALE OF DRUGS AND POISONS 

Mr. Farnum: I aRk permisRion to 
postpone discussion of the following 
motion s,tanding in my name on t he 
Order Paper:-

WHEREAS Ordinance No. 30 of 1951 
'bein1s an "Ordiruance further to amend 
the Tax Ordinance, 1939'' was passed in 
the Legislative Council on the 15th of 
June, 1951, making provision for the 
granting, upon application, of licences 
for selling drugs and poisons under the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, Chap­
ter No. 103; 

AND \VBFRFAS during the debate on 
the said Ordinance there were expres~­
ions of deep concern and sympathy for 
a number of persons in a particular 
category; to wit, those h::.ving had over 
20 years' expe1;ence, either as Sicknurse~ 
and Di-pPViC'r~ attached to estate hos­
pitals or who have been practising under 
quaHfied Druggists and Medical Prac­
titioners rontinuouslv fnr over 20 years; 
since such perrnns mi~ht ,be refused a 
licence to sell drugs and poisons; 

AND WHEREAS this clas~ of person~ 
number about 12 and are in charge of 
and/or are proprietors of Drug Stores in 
various parts of the Colony and have 
been rendering humanitarian service to 
the community where their drug stores 
are situated; 

BE I'I' RF.SOLVED that tr.is Honour­
able Council recommend to Government 
the early introduction of such legislativ0 
measures as would permit the aforesaid 
class of persons to sell drugs and poisons 
1mdcr all o.C the Schedules to the Phar­
macy and Poisons Orc1 inance, Chari . 103. 

I only had notification that it 
would come up today on Tuesday after­
noon and I had not the time to collect 
all the information desired. 

The President: I think a little more 
time may be given to the hon. Member. 

Consideration of motion (.lefer~·ed1 

GRATUITY AND PENSION TO MR. 
MELVILI.IE'S WIDOW. 

The Colonial Sc•cretary: I move 
the suspension of the relevant Standing 
Rule and Order in order to enable me to 
move the motion standing in my name 
on the Schedule to the Order Paper 
notice of which was given earlier in the 
day. 

D1·. Singh seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Relevant Standing Rule and Order 
suspended. 

The Colonial Recretary: Hon. 
Members have read the Message, No. 
6, giving particulars of the very sad 
death of Mr. A. H. P. Melville, super­
numerary Surveyor, Public Works 
Department, who was shot and killed 
while on duty. Mr. Melville had been 
in the Government Service for less than 
7 years. He was not a permanent civil 
servant and his post was non··pension­
able. Because of his being in the 
Government Service for less than 7 
years his widow is not eligible for 
gratuity on his death. His Excellency 
feels and the Executive Council entirely 
agree that Mr. Melville's widow should 
be accorded the same benefits which 
she ,vculd have received had her hus­
band been a member of the permanent 
and pensionable Civil Service. In the 
circumstances hon. Members are asked 
to approve of the payment of a gratuity 
of $1,920, the equivalent of one year''s 
pay calculated in accordance with 
section 19 of the Pensions Ordinance, 
No. 20 of 19-33, as well as a pension at 
the rate of $320 per annum while she 
remains unmarried, computed in 
accordance with section 20 of the 
Pen'sions Ordinance, No. 20 of 19-33. 
I commend this motion to hon. Member's 
and trust that this Council will approve 
of it while expressing our very deep 
sorrow to Mrs. Melville. 

Dr. Singh seconded. 

Mr. Fernandes: I would just like 
to exprei:is my appreciation of Gov-
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ernment's action in this matter. There 
fs no question about it, a very great 
hardship and misfortune has befaJlen 
Mrs. Melville and I am :very glad to 
see that Government has afforded her 
some relief, even though I do not 
quite agree that the words "while un­
married" should have been included iu 
the motion. Nevertheless, I am going 
to accept the motion, for it is better 
for her to get something than nothing 
at all. I do not agree with the in­
clusion of the words "while unmarried" 
because if the amount is given on that 
condition it might cause such persons 
to remain unmarried although they 
might be married otherwise. 

'l'he President: That is in accord­
ance with the law. 

Mr. Fernandes : I agree with that, 
Sir, but I am still in disagreement 
with it. 

D1· .. Gonsalves: I would also like 
to express my appreciation of this very 

fine gesture on the part of Govern­
ment. It is very pleasing that Govern­
ment has seen fit to act in this manner 
owing to the circumstances of this 
particular case. Mrs. Melville's husband 
d1ed in very sad and traglc circum­
stances and although he was not on the 
pensionalble establishment she is really 
deserving of the very sympathetic con­
sideration that has been given her by 
Your Excellency and the Executive 
Council. r.t must be admitted that the 
pension granted is small, but I am 
sure it will be appreciated. I do not 
know whether Mrs. Melville will remain 
unmarried because she is quite a young 
woman, but I know that this pension 
will be gratefully accepted and I desire 
to express appreciation on her behrM. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

The Prl'sident : There being no 
further business, Council will now 
adjourn until 2 p.m., on Friday next, 
June 27. 
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