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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL •. 

THURSDAY, 29TH MARCH, 1951. 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Ex­
cellency the Governor, Sir Charles Wool­
ley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., President, in 
the Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley, 
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr
J. G�tch, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, .Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C. 

The Hon. the Financial S.ecretary and 
Treasurer, M1·. E. F., McDavid, C.M.G .. 
C.B.E.

. 

The Hon. C. V. Wight, C.B.E.
1 

nvestern Essequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
(De�neral"a-Essequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George. 
tc>wn North). 

, The Hon. W. J. Raatgever, · (Nomi­
. ri.ated). 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice 
River). 

Tne Hon. ·T. T .  Thompson (Nomi­
n:::ited). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E ., 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan. 
(D,:merara }{iver). 

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern 
Demerara). 

'fhe Hor:·. J. Fernandes (Georgetown 
Central). 

The Hori. Dr. G. M. Gonsalves 
tEastern Berbice). 

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Wes tern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North 
Wes tern District). 

The Hon. G. ·H. Smellie (Nominated). 

The H0p. J. Carter (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated) 

Th'= Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nominat d) 

The Clerk read prayers. 

ACCURACY OF MINUTES CHALLENGED 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 21st March, 1951, as 
printed and circulated, were taken as 
read. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I wish to draw atten­
tion ta page 4 of ti1e Minutes - "Re­
commendations 29 and 30 of the Venn 
Commission'' -- and to ask that the re­
ference b2 altered so as to disclose the 
true position on the ·occasion of the de­
bate on Recommendation 29. As far as 
I remember, Recommendation 29 as 
made by the Commission was put and 
was passed by this Council. As it st,ands 
in the Minutes it would appear that the 
Governm::nt's action upon· thet Recom­
mendation was put and accepted by this 
Council. 

The PRESIDENT: It was put. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: You will remember 
Sir, that I moved an amendment that 
the Re-commendation proper be put, and 
then you said "All right, let Recom­
mendation 29 be put." That was what 
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PAPERS LAID we voted on, and I respectfully submit 
that that was what the Council agreed 
to. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sir, 
we were dealing with Recommendations 29 
and 30 together, and in view of the hon. 
Member's point you then said you would 
put Recommnedation 29 as -on the Paper 
separately. The hon. Member may have 
be2n under a misapprehension. I do not 
think that any other Members were 
li ted 

The PRESIDENT: The motion be­
fore the Council was "That this Council 
approves of the action taken and pro­
po3ed on the Report of the Venn Com­
mission as set out in the Governor's 
Message No. 4" I put the motion in respect 
of Recommendations 29 and 30. The hon. 
Member wanted to move that the 
Venn ·Commissions' recommendations be 
approved, and I said-if I recall correctly 
-I would put the original motion, and if
that wa:s thrown out I would put the
hon. Member's amendment. That is the
position.

Mr. DEBIDIN: H there is going to 
be disagreement on to.is, there is only one 
altern3tive. That is, to ask that the ac­
ceptance of this portion of the Minutes 
be deferred until the Recommendations 
are recommitted and a decision taken 
on th2m. 

'fhe COLONIAIJ SECRETARY: I 
think the correct procedure is to con­
firm the Minutes i! hon. Members 
consider they are correct. If there is 
any misapprehension the hon. Member 
may ask that the items be recommitted. 

The PRESIDENT: I think the hon. 
Member's course is, when we go into 
Committee b consider the Recommen­
dations of the Venn Commission, to ask 
that those particular Recommendations 
be recommitted and a re-vote taken. 
I am not prepared to have a debate on 
the actual Minutes. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I think that jg the 
alternative course which can be taken, 
and I propose to take that course when 
the proper time comes. 

Minutes confirmed. 

The following documents were laid 
on the table -

The Criminal Appeal Rules, 1951 -
(The Colonial Secretary). 

• Schedule of Services, etc. to be
met from funds raised under the Pub·­
lic Loan Ordinan·ce, No. 9 of 1951. 

Supplementary Eotimate for the 
quarter ended 31 t March, 1951. 

Schedule of Provision required 
during 1951 for Development Plan 
Servic2S' to be met fr.om Surplus 
Balances, and from Advances pending 
the raising of a Develorme.nt Loan -
(T:1e Financial Se2retary & Treasurer). 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
The ATTqRNEY-GENERAL 

notice of the introduction an� 
readjng of the following Bills :-

gavE 
firsl 

A BILL in:ituled "An Ordinance fur­
ther to amend the Income Tax Ordin 
ance with respect to the Imposi�ion 
and Evasion of Income Tax." 

A BILL intituled "An O1·dinance 
to amend the the Civil Av·:::i.tion 
(Births, Deaths and Missing Penons) 
Ordinance, 1950." 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FROM PUBLIC 

LOAN FUNDS 
The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 

TREASURER gave notice of the following 
motions:-

That, this Counc il approve.:: of the 
Schedule of Service3, etc., to be met 
from funds raised under the Public 
Loan Ordinance, No. 9 of 1951, which 
has been laid on the table. 

SunPLEMENTARY EsTIM TES, lsT 
QR., 1951 

That. this Council approv2s of th 
Suplementary Estim:1te for the quar­
ter erided 31st March, 1951. which ha:s 
been laid on the rtable. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN SERVICES 
SCHEDULE, 1951 

That this Council approves of the 
Schedule of Provision required during 
1951 for Dev2lopment Plan Services tc 
be met from Surnlus Balances and from 
Advances pending the raising of a De­
velopment Loan, which has been laid 
on the table. 
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PUBLIC LOAN BILL 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER : I vvould like also to give 
notice at this stage of the introducfrm 
and first reading of a Bi_ll intituled-

"An Ordinance to confer power to 
raise by loan or loans a sum nat ex­
ceeding three million pound~ and the 
,costs of issue; and for matters connec:ted 
thnewith." 

Copies of the Bill are now being 
circulat::d to Members. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING RULES 
AND ORDERS 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREAS·URER: I beg leave to move that 
the relevant Standing Rule and Order be 
susp2ndcd in order to enable me to take 
at once ihe three motions of which I have 
j us: given notice. The motions seek 
the apprnval of the Council of thr e 
sc:hedules which I have laid on the table 
and which were approved by the Finance 
Committee. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL se-
conded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FROM 
PUBUC 1LOAN FUNDS 

1"'he FINANCIAL l3ECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I beg to move the follow­
ing motion:., 

That, this Council approves of the 
Schedule of Services, etc., to be met 
from funds raised under the Public 
Loan Ordinance, No. 9 of 1951, which 
has been laid on the table." 

The schedule comprises three items 

"Purchase of Campbellville, $480,000. 
Purchase of land at La Penitence, 

$21,700. 
Expenses of Issue of Contingencies, 

$15,000." 

Hon. Members are fully acquainted 
with this particular matter. As a matter 
of fact we discussed it in some de­
tail when the Public Loan Bill was 
passed a few weeks ago, and we also dis­
cus,sed it in Finance Committee on vari-

ous occasions. So I do not propJse a' this 
stage to go into any ctd.ail, but f!•r the 
sake of record I will just state that what 
is intended. is that the estate kn0wn as 
Compbellville is to be acquired by Gov­
ernment in consideration of the issue of 
bonds to th2 amount of $480,000 to the 
proprietors. Similarly, land at La Peni­
tence which is required for the housing 
establishment there is to be acquired in 
consideration for the issue of bonds io 
the amount of $21,700. With regard to 
the operation of the CampbellvilJ.e 
Scheme I cannot at the moment give 
details. Members know fully well that 
the object of this project is primarily to 
safeguard the interests of those occup­
ants of the land who hav2 built houses 
thereon, and to whom the land will me 
sold in suitable lots after the purchase 
by Government. The remaining portion 
of ihe land can be developed as time 
go 2s on for other housing purposes. For 

· the moment the primary objective is to
create lo-ts wher the land is divided up,
and sell to those persons who now occupy
it on a lease from the present pro­
prietors.

As I said, Sir, this matter was he 
subject of prolonged consideration in 
Finance Committee, and I do not think 
it is necessary for me to go into any fur­
ther details at this stage. I may say that 
on the passing of this resolution, if 
adopted by this Council, ac cion will be 
tal en immediately to give effect to this 
transaction, and probably it will be adver­
tised by the vendors and purchasers in 
consideration of the issue of a single 
general debenture for the amount stated, 
Subsequent to that the bonds in the 
appropriate denominations will be printed 
m the usual way and given in exchange 
for the debenture. That is as far as I 
need go at the moment. 

The 
conded. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL se-

Dr. JAGAN: I have spoken on 
several occasions on this matter and 
there still seems to be a great deal of 
confusion so far as this purchase is con­
cerned. When the Loan Bill was intro­
duced a week ago in this Council the hon. 
Mover of the motion said, as he has said 
today,_ that this purchase is intended to 
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safeguard the interests of the people 
who are residing on lands at Camp­
bel1ville. He aLo said, Sir, that there 
was same rumour that private specula­
tors were attempting to purchase these 
lands, and from the resale of which they 
would have made handsome profits. I 
do know that �here have been malicious 
people who have gone around the 
streets telling people that I was associ­
ated wilth indiv-iduals who wanted) to 
profiteer on the people who are already 
occupying these lands. But I want to make 
it quite clear that from the very incep­
tion of this project of the purchase of 
Campbellv.ille I was instrumental m 
initiating Government's purchase of this 
area. I also want to make· it quite clear 
that I am res0lutely opposed to the pur­
chase of this area at the price which it 
is proposed to be paid by Government. 

In the past this country has had to 
pay a great deal of money for lands and 
other things which were purchased, 
with the n�sult that the Colony today 
is burdened by payments of interest 
charges, and the taxpayers have to meet 
those payments frorri year to year. I 
have in mind, Sir, th2 purchase of the 
Demerara Railway. Hon. Members; of 
this Council are aware that in respect 
of that the taxpayers. of this country 
will have to pay a sum 0£ approximately 
$80,000 per annu� forever. We cannot 
go on making more payments such as 
that agains,t 1the inte<res1ts and welfare 
of the people of this Colony. It is 
true that certain people are going to 
benefit thereby, but I do not think it 
is either the duty of this Administra­
tion or the duty of Members of this 
Council to preserve the interests. of cer­
tain people ,as against the welfare of the 
masses of this country. Sir, I will speak 
separately on these two items in order 
to convince Members that this matter 
should not be passed today in this Coun­
cil. 

✓ A few days ago in this Council I
tabled a petition to the Secr�tary of
State for the Colonies asking ·thar,; he
intervene in this matter, and that a
Land Valuation Committee be set up,
and, having done that, that Committee
should de)termine what is a fair price
to be offered to the present owners of

Campbellville and La Penitence. I also 
g3.ve notice of a motion in this Council 
quite a lo�g time ago, advocating that 
a Land Valuation Committee should be 
se� up, but so ,far that h,as not been 
done. Government has been paying in 
the past large sums of money for lands 
wh:ch it purchased. In that petition 
which I have tabled fon transmission to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
1 have pointed out that not too long 
ago this Government bought from the 
Rupununi Development C o mp an y, 
through their subsidiary Company, the 
Abary Cattle Ranch Company, a piece 
of land known as No. 27 Western Ber­
b'ce. That land was purchased for 
$150,000. If the facts are gone into it 
wJuld be revealed th3.t that land was 
originally obtained by the owners as an 
absolute free grant from Government 
at a cost of 50 cents per acre. We have 
had recently the case of the purchase 
of land rights from the late Mr. C. A. 
McDo'.)m. Government w,as leasing that 
p3.rticular area of 2,700 acres of land at 
Mahaicony-Abary and paying a sum of 
$:3 per a.ere, whereas the same indivi­
dual was only p3.ying Government a sum 
of 20 cents per acre for the same land. 
That went on for five years, over which 
period a sum of $40,000 was made in 
,tJrof ts, and then this Government sub­
s.2quently purchased the rights. in re­
spect of that very area of 2,700 acres of 
Crown Lands for ,a sum of $60,000. 

I point out these facts to show why it 
is absolutely necessary that a Land 
V'aluation Committee be set up with 
compe1tent individuals- to gb, into the 
ques.tion of the price paid for lands 
w :-ien they were originally purchased, 
the amount of money which might have 
been spent on the development of those 
lands, the profits or losses twhich might 
have b2en made during the occupation of 
those lands, and on consideration of all 
those factors, to determine a fair and 
just price to be paid now for them. But 
that has not been done. For the benefit 
of hon. Members of this Council I wish 
to point out the case of Campbell­
ville so that Members would see that 
this motion must be opposed at the 
present time, because in passing this 
motion it would merely mean that 
the taxpayers of this Colony wo•uld be 
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saddled with a burden for the next 15 
or 20 years. In. reply to my questions 
tabled in this Council, in which 
I asked Government what was the 
tot31 area of land which was purchased 
in 1937 fo:t a sum of $60,000, Government 
stated that the lands comprising Cum­
mings Lodge, Turkeyen, Liliendaal, 
Sophia, Bel Air, Blyegzigt, Kitty, Werk­
-en-Rust and La Penitence amounted to 
a total of 2,991 acres. That purchase 
was not made very long ago. Any 
Member of this Council can examine 
the Deed of Transport which is lodged 
in the Deeds Registry. A total of 2,991 
acres of land was then purchased for 
$60,000. 

The FINANCIAL\ SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: May I invite the hon . 
Member to give the names of the vendor 
and purchaser, if he knows the details 
of purchase? 

Dr. JAGAN: This land was owned 
by the La Penitence and Bel Air 
Estates Limited. It was sold in 1937 to 
the Courantyne Sugar Company Limited 
for a sum of $60,000 . 

The, FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: May I enquire from the 
hon. Member whether those wete two 
associated Companies, and this was an 
internal transfer from one to another? 

Dr. JAGAN: I thought it was not 
the practice in this Council to go into 
the inter-relationship of Companies. It 
seems that the hon. Member wants me 
t0 do that ,at this particular time. 
Whether it was an internal transaction 
or not, if it is an honest transaction the 
correct value would be transferred by 
one company to the other. I am not in­
terested as to whether the sale w,as from 
one subsidiary to another. Whether that 
is so or not, the true value had to be set 
out in the transport that was sworn to by 
the people who made the deed, and that 
can be examined at any time. I did 
not conclude my remark. The Cour­
antyne Sugar Company, Limited, which 
purchased the land in 1937 was subse­
quently merged in 1950 with the Baok­
ers Estates Limited. This Council is 
being asked to vote a sum of $480,000 

for the pur,chase of 252 acres of that 

land. We should ask ourselves whether 
it is a fair price. I am not opposed to 
the purchase of this land but the price 
to be paid must bf a fair one. 

Going in to the balance-shed of the 
Company I find that at the end of 
DE:.•cember, 1937, the jprofit carried to 
profit and loss account was $1,559.61. In 
1938 the profit was $9,268.74; in 
1939 it was $8,196.33, and in 1940 the 
figure was $8,209.12. Those ar� the re­
•urns which were made to the Registra1 
of Deeds. I hope they are not fictitious, 
or shown to be lo,wer for the purpose of 
evading income tax. We have to take 
those profits at their face value or the 
value set out in th� reports of the Com­
pany. We know that the Rent Restric­
t.ior.. Ordinance applies to Georg;�town 
:md within three miles from the . boun­
daries of Georgetown. So that the whole 
of this estate, comprising 2,991 acres 
of land, comes within the provisions of 
the Rent Restriction Ordinance. 

The question may then be asked, that 
if in 1938, 1939, and 1940 the Company 
made a profit of less than $10,000 per 
annum, and with the existence of the 
Rent Restriction Ordinance wh•ich do2s 
not allow an incre,ase of more than 12 
per cent., c3.n we say that the profit 
earned today would be increased. to a 
very great sum? It cannot be increased 
to any great extent over . the figures I 
have quoted, but what will happen when 
Government purchases this land for 
$480,000? The Company will be entitled 
to interest at the rate of 3½ per cent. 
on the bonds, and the Campbellville 
purchase alone will mean an annual in­
come to the Company of $16,800 by way 
of interests on the bonds. When we com­
pare $16,800 per annum as income on 
252 acres of land, with an income of less 
than $10,000 per annum o,n the whole 
estate we can .definitely see that this 
land purch�se is being made in the 
interest of the land-owners, and not in 
the interest of the people of this Colony. 

H.M. Government today is a Socialist
Government and has been carrying out 
sevenl nationalization projects in Great 
Britain, and; 1lllie, yardstick being used 
for tht;;> purchase· of land or coal mines 
is the amount collected in rents less 
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expenses. In other words the profit 
earned over a period of 20 years is taken 
into account in fixing the price to be 
paid for the land. So that if it wac;; the 
intention of this Government to deal 
fairly with the people of this country, 
it would acquire not only 252 acres of 
land but the whole estate, determining 
the average annual profit made b�· the 
Company, multiplymg it by 20 and giv­
ing them the sum arrived at as the pur­
chase price. Why should a profit of less 
than $10,000 per annum on the whole 
estate of nearly 3,000 acres be increased 
to $16,800 for less than one-tenth of the 
esJtate? 

With reference to the other bit of 
land at La Penitenc·e wh1ch is to be pur­
chased from the Company, it cz.n be said 
that it is rice and pasture land on which 
Government will have to spend ,3. great 
deal of money to build it up so as· to 
make it suitable for building houses. Th� 
purchase. price is $21,700 for 30 ½ acre:­
of land, which works out at abou: $700 
per acre. At the rz. te of 3 ½ per cent. 
interest on the bonds the income to th2 
Company will be $24.50, per acre per 
annum. The people of Camplbellville or 
La Penitence will tell you that the rental 
of th1t pasture land 0ibtained by the 
Company has been $8.80 l)er acre. By 
what stretch of the imagination can Gov­
ernment justify an income ,of $24.50 per 
acre per annum to the Com,pany for 
pasture or rice land from which it has 
been deriving an income of $8.80 per 
acre? If the same yardstick as used in 
Great Britain was used here we would 
find that $9 per acre over a period of 
20 years would amount to $180, which 
should be the purchase price of that land 
per acre, and not $700 per acre as pro­
posed. If the purchase price was $180 
per acre the taxpayers of the Colony 
would have been assured th:1t the land 
was being acquired at the same income 
the Campany has been oibtaining from 
it during its period of occupation. 

I cannot understand the principle on 
which Government is acting in purchasing 
this land. It appears to me that the only 
principle is that money must be taken out 
of the taxpayers' pockets. and put into 
the pockets of Bookers and others who 
own these lands. I do not think that is 

good enough. I have a booklet before 
me entitled "Nigeria -Why we Fight for 
Freedom." I should like to quote from it 
a statement by Mr. Arthur Creech-Jones, 
a former Secretary o.f State for the 
Colonies, which is reproduced in this 
pamphlet from Fabian Colonial Essays,

published in 1945. The statement is as 
fol!ows: 

"It ought no longer to be the 
function cf colonial Governors to hold 
the ring for alien interests to exploi � 
and develop what natural wealth there 
may be; to see the surplus wealth 
drai_ned -overseas for the enjoyment of 
anyone outside tne people who produce 
it, or whose natural resource it is, to 
remain indifferent to the claims of 
health and ietluclation and social adl. 
vance; to concede little to the people 
in the wgy 0f consultation and collaibor­
ation or of political representation :rnd 
respons•ibility." 

What is happening today is that the 
Administr.ation is falling to this bait 
which has been set by-I don't know 
whom. Because these people are Booker,:; 
it does not necessarily follow that Gov­
ernment should bow dlown to them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do 
not think the hon. Member is justilied 
in making the sug,gestion that Govern­
ment is bowing down to anybody, 
whether to Bookers or anybody else. 

Dr. JAGAN: If Government is not 
bowing down to Bookers it seems to me 
th1c the best thing would have been to 
acquire these lands compulsorily. Take 
it away from them! Laugh if you will, 
but we cannot continue to allow people 
to come her•e ,:1nd plunder and rob the 
pcor people of this country. That is 
what this amounts. to. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: We are inviting the Legis­
lative Council to approve of this motion, 
but the hon. Member is charging Gov­
ernment with joining in exploitation. I 
do not think the hon. Member is in order 
at ::dJ. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Member 
is quite out of order in attributing arny 
motive, implied or stated, to the policy 
of Government iD- this matter. 
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Dr. JAGAN: Ther-e may not be any 
m,otive but year by year we see how this 
ccuntry is governed and run, not in the 
in tsrest 0£ the . people. It is true th1t 
this honourable Council is going to pass 
this ,mobon. We know how this hon­
ourable Council is constituted, and how 

almost anything Government wants 
p:: �sed is p.1ssed. 

'The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
suggest that the hon. Member withdraw 
that statement because it is making a 
reflection on the Government, and no 
Member is permitted to do that. 

The PRESIDENT: I ask the h:m. 
Member to withdr,::iw his remark. It is a 
reflection on this Council. 

Dr. JAGAN: It may be a reflection 
on th° Council but-

The PRESIDENT: I asl the hen. 
Member to withdraw it. 

Dr. JAGAN: If you ask me to with­
dr:1w it I will do s•o but I sh, 11 the:1 pr1::; .. 
long the debate. That is all. 

The PRESIDENT: That i.s be id2 th3 
point. 

Dr. JAGAN: All right, I withdraw· 
it. What can we expect from a Counci! 
constituted like this? I am .[rPe to say 
\vhat I have to s:::iy. If Members do· not 
like it they can sit down. I will not be 
interrupted again. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Member 
has been called to a point of order. He 

must obey the ruling orf the Chair. He 
can make a general critiicism but he can­
not make any reflection on the ccnduct 
of this Council in the way he did. He 
can criticise Government in .3 legitimate 
way but he cannot suggest improper 
motiv2s. 

Dr. JAGAN: All right, Sir, I will 
drop the issue, but I want to, make it 
quite clesr. We all know that it i.s go-ing 
to be passed by this Legislative Council 
but I want to inform Government and all 
concerned th1at Government may accept 
this bill and the Council may ,::icc:ept it 
in its wisdom, but the people of this 

ce-untry will not accept deals: like these. 
The people of this country will object to 
it. The same money which is being paid 
to Bookers is pr01bably building Bookers' 
Town at Bel Air-it-hose niee stone houses 
which are going up tod2.y, mansions at 
the ,expense of the taxpayers of this 
country. .That is what it is· going to add 
up to subsequently. Nearly half a 

million dollars could certainly complete 
the s,cheme up there. Perhaps the only 
thing which would be left to the people 
of this country in 15 or 201 years to come 
w'ill be to move into "Bookers' Town" 

and take jt over. I know we do not like 
to hear about expropriation in this, coun­
try and in this Council, mut when we see 
the Constitution being used to put 
burdens around the necks of the people 
of this, country I say that _the people are 
no-t going to stand for it. 

I am asking that even though this 
motion will be passed today it should not 
be implemented because, as I said befor , 
l hnv,e ta,bled a p,etition which I hope
has alre2.dy been forwarded to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies. This 
nm tter will also be r.::iised in the House 
of Commons, and until the Secretary of 
State approves· of this purchase I hope 
Government will not go headlong and 
acquire this land. .I would like to see 
Government take over the whole est2. te 
for $480,.000·. · That would at least be mor-e 
ju�t, be.cause it would be ,at least eight 
tjmes the price the Company paid for the 
land, but to purchase a small section of 

it for that price in the name of proper 
security for the people is not good 
enough. 

It js true that the people of Campbell­
ville are monthly tenants and, conse­
quen:tly, are subject to being dispossessed 
at any time, except that they have the 
protection of the Rent Restriction Ordi­
nance. It is also true that there may be 
individuals who may want to acquir 
these lands and speculate on them. That 
is why I sry that since Georgetown is 
likely to be extended irn the future, and 
there .'.:ire larg.e tracts of land owned by 
these very proprietors, I think it would 
be the best thing if Government under­
took to acquire the entire estate at the 
purchase price of $480',00q whkh it pro­
po-ses to pay for Campbellville alone. 
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ln that way we would find that not only 
would the housing prolblem be settled 
adequately for aU concerned, but that the 
people who are obtaining their livelihood 
m that area, such .as dairy farmers, would 
be provided with good pasture lands. 

In the Financial Secretary's stateme,nt 
in moving the motion I did not hear any 
mention of what is to be d()II1e at Camp­
bellville. in the name of development. 
I did hear once in Finance Committee, 
however, th'at the Central Housi1ng .:1nd 
Planning Authority intended to develop 
the area at a cost of something around 
$600,000 but, apparently, that scheme has 
been dropped, be.cause I have ,not hea,rd 
the Financial Secretary make .any state­
ment with regard to the development o.f 
that are3.. What is going to happen now? 
Does it only mearn that Government in­
tends to purchase without developing the 
pl&ce, building proper roads and pulting 
in proper sanitation? Does Government 
merely intend to purchase .3.t this high 
price and ch2.rge rentals to the house­
holders there, and the rates of interest 
which will be paid to the Company? The 
revenue per acre for Campbellville will 
b $66. On that sum the interest charges 
win be in the vicinity of $10 or $11 per 
annum to the people concerned. Let us 
say that the interest charges will be $10 
per annum for the owners of house lots. 
If the are.:1 is subsequently declared a 
Vill�ge .or Local Authority the people 
Vv ould have to pay rates and taxes, and 
perhaps other necessary charges. 

I wanf to know, therefore, what Gov­
ernment intends. to do about this area -
whether it intends to subsidize the 
farmers or the people who .:1.t present 
occupy lands there. We know that ct 
present the people are only paying be .. 
tween 90 cents and $1.50 per house lot, 
aad if we are ,not careful we may find 
tnat in purchasing this land at this high 
pncs we would be putting an additiona·, 
burden on the very people we .3.re trying 
LO protect. 

Another factor which must be tz.ken 
intJ account is that many of those peop�·� 
do not have the wherewithal 'at present 
to build houses, and many of ther.1 will 
h,ave to have recourse to loans from the 
Building Society at 6 per cent. interest, 

which would mean that they would be 
jumping from the frying pan into th€ 
fire. They would be burdened with in­
terest ch:1rges in respect 0f the purch2se 
of the land, and also interest charges for 
building on the house fots. I do hope 
that hon. Members appreciate all the 
facts relevant to this issue, and will let 
justice be done in this country, because 
for a very long time now we have had 
'c1cthing like justice in this country. 

Mr. FARNUM : I am sorry that I 
very often have to be on the opposite 
side to the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara (Dr. Jagan), and that on this 
0�·2asion I h_ave to maintain that record. 
I happen to have been living in foe 
Campbellville and Kifty area for the last 
35 ;1ears, and I know what Campbellville 
was ip. the early days. It was nothing 
but forest, with rice beds here and there. 
The opening U!) of Campbellville is the 
result of the enterprise o·� one of the 
Managers of the Company who is now 
dead. At the request of �ertain persons 
for housing, the Company spent large 
sums of money to convert those rice fields 
into residential areas. In doing that be 
Company not only provided houses for 
several .9eople who could not at that time 
get houses, but improved health con­
ditions in Queenstown Ward which, at 
that time, was regarded as a fever 'hole, 
.as it was f _It that the rice fields in Camp­
b�llville were responsible in a great mea­
sure for the ill-health of the residents in 
Queenstown. 'The estate authorities filled 
up the land at Campbellville, provided 
drainage, built roads, and did all manner 
o� bings to make conditions livable for
the people. I therefore think that the
owners of Campbellville are justified in
asking for their property what I consider
a fair price.

My experience at Kitty is that the 
lands in the extension of Kitty which is 
now known as Su1bryanville, were sold at 
prices a.bout six times what they WE!re 
bought for, and I maintain that those 
prir.es are reflected in the value of the 
lands at Campbellville. If the proprietors 
were to sell those lands at Campbellville 
1n lots foey would get very much more 
than the sum they are asking for the lands 
110.w. The hon. Member said that the
lands which are beine; sold at La Peni-
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tence are in very bad condition and that 
$700i per •acre ;hould not lbe �sked for 
those lands.. If the lands at La Peni­
tence are in such bad condition and that 
price is being asked for them, surely the 
proprietors are justified in asking for a 
higher price for be lands at Campbell­
ville which have been made un to a very 
great extent. 

-

I am sorry to say that a very un­
desirable situation seems to have arisen 
in this matter as a result of the racial 
element being brought into it. I nave 
been asked by a large number of people 
at Campbellville, who are not East In­
dians, to vote in favour of the acquisition 
of Campbellville bv Govern�em because 
they are satisfied that the price' asked is 
not t·=yond their means, and is not higher 
than w:1at they would have to pav for 
lands anywhere else, in view of the �diffi­
culty they experience in getting land to 
build their oiwn homes. Tliey are there­
fore quite prepared to pay this price and, 
what is more, foey feel that Government 
will sell those lands to them on a long­
term arrangement. At present, Sir, the 
land is being rented by those people on a 
month by month basis. They are una1ble 
to develop these lands because no one 
who is living under suc:1 conditions would 
be willing to improve his property 
by planting economic trees and things 
of that k i n d  which would assist 
him econcmically. They are quite pre­
pared to pay this price. Thev feel, Sir, 
that if the lands are sold to th�m on easy 
terms they could then approach Govern­
ment to allow hem to have the place 
declared as a Country or Village Distrkt, 
and then thev could go to Goverr1ment 
again and ask- for a;sistance by way of a 
loan to put roads and drainage in order. 
They feel that it would be capital well 
invested, as every cent irnt in that land 
could be always recovered. I am gning to 
support the motion. 

As regards the land at La Penitence, 
as a member of the Central Ho·using 
Authority I know that tne Chairman of 
that Body had to do quite a lot of hard 
bargaining to zet the owners to sell that 
land at $700 .9er lot. We ,were told that 
at that time they could have got more 
than $700 if they wanted to Rell to 
another purchaser. Another feature of 

Carnpb=llville is, wh'le agitation was 
going on over the price asked by the firm 
for that land on the ground that it was 
too high, I was told by responsible people 
in that district that a group of persons 
actually visited< the property and were 
endeavouring to purchase it from the 
owners. The people thereby became very 
alarmed. I have personal knowledge 
of a case in which a certain in­
vest:_)r approa,ched the firm and asked 
them whether they would sell, and at 
what price they would sell, and the 
prin2ipal of the firm told him thev were 
not going to sell to an outsider but- would 
sell to the Government on condition that 
the Government resold to those people 
who are now residing there so as to 
secure their present holdings. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I listened very 
careully to the sr,eech of the hon. Mem­
ber for Central Demerara. I am one of 
those who supported the purchase by Gov­
err,_nent of -Campbellville from the very 
b2ginning. I knew that there would be 
no difficultv whatever for the owners to 
sell Campbellville for the nrice which 1we 
are asked to ·pay for it today. I listened 
to �uite a few remarks on the value of 
be land, the method by which land is 
usually paid for, and things of that kind. 
I haue list'=ned very carefully and thought 
very seriously over the statement that 
w2 should take this land away. That is 
be ·usual statement to make. British 
Guiana has a law whi,ch entitles us to 

take the land away in a case of this kind, 
bJ.t it is because the amount to be paid 
for that land has to be decided by a Court 
of Law that I agree to the purchase of 
this land for $480,000. When I first heard 
that this land .was beinz offered on the 
market for sale, the thoug:1t came to me 
of the plight of those poor people who 
live there under a very short tenure of 
lease - month bv mo�th - it the land 
fell in'.o the ha�ds of persons who are 
prepared to get the most thev can out of 
belr bargains. Then I thought that the 
best thing in the interest of those people 
was that Goverr.ment should acquire the 
land and continue to lease to those who 
do not want to buy, and to sell on easy 
terms of payment to tho�e who would 
like to know that their houses are on their 
own lands. 
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I have discussed this matter with 
several of those who live in that area and 
put uv the proposition as to what the 
price 1s likely to be. I asked them wnat 
was their honest opinion, and in each 
case I .was told "If we can get the land 
to ·ouy on easy terms, go ahead and try 
to get it for us". If we take this land 
away by for,ce, it is obvious that the 
value is going to b2 compared with t'.'lat 
of the land around that area in a Court of 
Law, and rightly so. We have Subryan­
ville nearby, where I live. At the time 
Subryanville was bought by the Kitty 
Village .Authoritv it was ,boug:1t at a very 
low figure. It �as laid out in lots and 
o:fered for sale at public auction. I at­
tended that sale. That was subsequent 
to 1939 or the date which the hon. Mem­
ber gave a,s the time this property in 
question cnanged hands from one asso­
ci:1ted companv to another. On that day 
less than one-iourth of the lots ,were sold, 
I think I am correct. The lots were 
being offered at anything from :p900 down 
to $700 for those of rei:rular size. But 
those lots could not find purcnasers at 
that time. I am speaking subject to cor­
rection. That .was s::imewhere in 1941 or 
1942. Some of those lots were bought 
sub:,equently at the upset price of $700, 
ancl thev have been kept and used as 
pasture iands, from which no revenue was 
obtained. In this case nothing was done 
to them, and quite recently those same 
lots were sold for four and a half times 
the urice at which thev were originally 
purc:1ased. The cheape�t of them changed 
hancis rei::entlv for $3,100. I just mention 
that to show -the difference between land 
values of a few years ago and land values 
of today. 

I am going a little further. In 
another section of Subryanville, which 
the Kitty Village Authority did not pur­
c:1ase because the !)roprietor would not 
sell, there are :. num1ber of people who are 
in a similar position as the people in 
Campbellville. That is, they have leased 
the lots and hav th ir ho·i.lses bere. 
Thev are, however, better off than those 
in Campbellville, as in most cases their 
lease is {or 10 years with t.1e right of re­
newal and the option to purchase if the 
nroprietors want to sell. The people of 
Campbellville have no such undertaking, 
no specific time placed on their lease and, 

therefore, they are subject to being put 
off be land at short notice. The owners 
of the land in Subryanville, despite the 
fact that the lease is $3.50 per month or 
$42 a year in a large number of cases, and 
a little less in some other cases, are ask­
ing $1,600 for one of those lots. So you 
�ee, if vou take $42 and multiply it by 20, 
as my· hon friend suggested, you would 
get $840, but nevertheless the price asked 
is $1,600·. My friend did not suggest bat 
the value of the land in Campbellville is 
20 times the lease, b·1t he suggested it js 
20 times the profit. That is a different 
matter altogether. He kept on saying it 
was $140,000. The yardstick which �1e 
was speaking a1bout was really 20 times 
the lease, because if it was 20 times the 
profit 1 would be very sorry for the hon. 
Member or anybody else who had a nice 
piece of land and at the time Govern­
ment wanted to take it over, finds that 
he had lost money on that land for the 
previous five years, because in that case 
Government would expect the proprietor 
to refund 20 times the loss saved for the 
next 20. years. That shows bat you 
cannot take the pro�its made on anything 
as the basis for the purchase price, except 
it .was a business or manufacturin1r con­
cern. This is land, and land has a certain 
value regardless of what use it is 
put to. If iand is being used foi· a 
profitable purpose, it has no more 
value than if it was no,t used at all 
The lands in Subryanville which have 
been fenced around are of very little more 
value, except for the cost of the fencing, 
than the other lands on which nothing has 
been done. That has been proved by be 
buying price. 

If this Council acce!)ts the idea of 
taking thi land away by force and let 
the Court of Arbitration sav what the 
Brifr,h Guiana Government would have 
to pay L,r it, I can assure non. Members 
-it is IT' :1 honest opinion-we would have 
to �ay a �·ood deal more than $480,000, 
and the additional amount would have 
to be borne by the very poor people whom 
my hon. friend has said he is trying to 
protect. I :1ave also heard him refer to 
the matter of interest. He said the in­
terest1 on this money would be equivalent 
to $10 a year for a ho·use lot. That is 
just over 80 cents per month, and that 
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is less than the lease these people are 
paying today. If Government bought the 
land, pa:d $10 a year interest on a 
house lot, and added a litJtle more to that 
for the collecting of the rents from these 
people, they would at least be assured of 
being able to retain their house spots at 
a very reasona1ble lease. There can be 
no question about it. Some of them are 
paying $18 a year now, and I am sure tr1e 
cost of collection .would not make it that 
high. This block of land has over 1,100 
bc.1ilding sites on it, and if you take the 
co�·t of a building site it is going to work 
out at something around $450. I can 
assl:re hon. Members that if this land was 
nol pur-c�1ased' by Government and it 
\Vas offered by the proprietors for sale to 
the public - I am talking about the lands 
not already leased - they would have got 
a good deal more than the price which 
Govrenment is going to pay. There is no 
secret about it. These sites would have 
fetched a sum in the vicinity of $800 and 
$1,000 each. There is no question about 
that in my mind. 

I will now move . on t-J show why I 
2.-.n so keenly interested in these people 
owning the land on whic:1. they have their 
houses. The tenancv is monthlv and no 
company is going to.lend them 1�011.ey on 
mortgage of their house in order to assist 
t:iem to extend their nouse under such 
,2onditions. It is obvious that the only 
place they would ,be able to borrow 
money for that pur,pose under those con­
ditions is that of the moneylender, to 
whom they would have to pay not 6 per 
cent. interest but perhaps 60 per cent. If 
these people got the opportunity to buy 
the land and become the owners of house 
and land thev would have no difficulty 
in borrowing. money at 6 per cent. to 
extend their buildings, instead of having 
to. Dav an exorbitant rate of interest. 
Tne;e · is something else. If the iandlord 
is the Government of British Guiana it 
is obvious that the tenancy of any person 
on that land would 'b2 absolutely secure, 
and the lending companies or private 
individuals would consider, on the assur­
ance of Government that -1.he land would 
be leased to a person so long as he pays 
the lease, lending him money on the 
security of his house. They would know 
that the land would not change hands at 
any time in the near future and with new 

landlords these people might be ejec�ed. 
H is absolutely a ure protection for ithes2 
people and that is why I strongly recom 
mend that Government buy this proper�y 
for $480,000. 

I maintain that it would be a good 
thing in the interest of the people. It is 
no secret that Government does not in­
tend to make a profit, but only to act as 
an agent between the 1leo_ple 1who occupy 
the land and those who own th 
iand and want to sell. Therefore, if a 
person h:ls a house in Camp·bellville -which 
is worth him $1,000, and Government takes 
over t_1e land and sells the land on which 
his house is to nim for $480, for the sake 
of argument the value of thait house 
and land if he wants to sell the next 
week after would not be $1,480. It would 
be $2,500. These people w o u 1 d 
b2nefit immensely by being in a position 
to c1wn house and land. The value of the 
house would go up 1when the person sell­
ing is able to sell the land along with it. 
That is obvious to anybody, and I am 
sure all right-thinking peo.ple of Camp­
bellville, looking at this matter from that 
point of view, would rightly expect hon. 
Members of this Council to stand u:::;:> here 
and ·vote for the _pur,chase for two reasons 

(1) if the land is expropriated it
would -cost the Colony and the people 
more than $480,000, and (2) if t.he land is 
not boug;ht by Government t:ie people 

· who o�cupy b'Jildings at Camp·bellville
would be the losers by a very wide mar­
gin. On that account I ha e no hesita­
tion in v::iting for it.

I can assure hon. Members that I am 
not considering to whom the land belongs, 
or how much it has changed hands for 
from one company to anoth�r. All I am 
considering is that it is worth $480,000 to 
the people who are there, and that they 
are getting a square deal. It is my per­
sonal opinion that bey are getting a very 
square deal, and I would like to kno!W 
that the peo:ple leasing land in Su1bryan­
ville are equally in the happy position of 
being able to pur,chase the land they 
o-ccupv at a !;rice that is related to their
rental� in the same manner as the people
of Campbellville will get theirs.

Dr. NICHOLSON: It would appear 
superfluous to ,add anything further to 
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this debate after what has been said by 
the hon. Member for Georgetown Central, 
but as I have taken a very active part in 
encouraging Government t0 purch: s·2 
Campbellville I crave the indulgence of 
this Council to give .3. brief narration of 
the facts which influenced my acti:::m L1 
this matter. It was some time early in 
1949 that a deputation comprising occu­
piers of Campbellville called 2.t my sur­
gery and solid ted my help in asking 
Government to intervene in order to pre­
vent the proprietors selling that property 
to a company newly formed for that pur­
pose. The matter was in some measur2 
ventilated in this Council, and at onc2 
the hon. the Financial Secret:ry and 
Treasurer set the wheels, of Governm:mt 
in motion for the acquisition of ·the 
property. He approached the prcprietcr:, 
wh0 fixed .;.1. figure of £100,000 as the 
price and agreed to accept payment in 
3 ½ per cent. bonds. Governmen. 
was only too pleased to do that, becatEc 
re2dy money was not forthcoming. Th'2 
fear of the tenants of Campbellville wa·3 
this: This newly-formed company of pro­
prietors was quite willing to pJy any 
price for Camp,bellville-$50((,000, six, 
seven or $800,000, or more - and it was 
feaTE'.d that it was going to end up in 
exploitation. After the matter was ven­
tilated in Council and the hon. the Finrn­
cial Secretary and Treasurer had agreed 
on the purch:rne I passed the news on tJ 

the tenants, and immedi:1.tely there were 
marches and demonstrations of th-J 
tenants there, led by their representative 
in this Council, against the purchase of 
the property. 

Dr. JAGAN: To a point of cor­
rection Against the purchase price! 

Dr. NICHOLSON: Under one pretext 
or another. Let us accept it that it was 
against the purchase price.. Other t·en.3.nts 
who did not join .in the demonstrations 
came to me again. They were distressed 
because they thought ithat, owing to the 
demonstrations, Government would not 
purchase 2.ny more. They informe:i me 
that a petition had :been prepared and s·ent 
to the Government asking Government 
not to make the purch3.s-e, and they -en­
quiPed of me what steps they should take. 
I told them they had better decide on a 

counter-petition. That they did, and the 

petitii:m dated 30th August, 1949, was pre­
s 'nted to me bearing 369 signatures, and 
asking Government to :pursue to the bitter 
end the purchase of Campbellville. That. 
in a nuitshell, is how the matter stands. 

The hon. Member for Georgetown 
C2ntnl has exploded the myth that Gov­
ernment is purchasing the property be­
cause 0,:)vernment wishes to ben2fit the 
proprietors. It is nothing of the sort. 
It was dcne solely to protect tho:se persons 
wbo are living at Campbellville. UnfJr­
tunat2ly there are quite 2. large number 
of pE.rsons in our community who can b2 
osily led, easily fooled, but you c3.nnot 
focl all the people all the time. That is 
why w<:. have this petition with 369 sigm­
turEs, and from that day on to this 
mcm2nt I am being button-holed, and 
inundated with 1'etters and telephone 
c: lls asking me if Government is not 
g..::ing to implement the recommendation 
cf F'inan�e Committee to purch1se Camp­
b21l ville. About tw0 or three weeks ago 

we opened the Ruimveldt Housing 
Centre, and on that occasion two or three 
p2rsons from Campbellville came to me 
and said: "What is Government doing 
about Campbellville? Is it true that 
Government is no.t going to purchase it 
any more, and we are going to fall into 
the hands of this newly-formed company 
who will exploit us?" I am worried in 
nnd out of season by the tenants living 
them. I have no option but to vote along 
with the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Cen�ral and other Members for Govern­
ment to purchase Campbellville. 

Mr. CARTER: I think it is over a 
year that this question of the acquisition 
of Camp1bellville pas been befort� this 
Council, and it is a very long time ago 
since this Council indicated that it is in 
favour of the acquisition bv Government 
of this land. I acc,use the hon. the Finan­
cial Secretary and Treasurer of undue 
delay in bringing fois matter before the 
Council, when for a long time we had 
indicated our willingness to support the 
purchase of Camnbellville and Bel Air. 
Everyone in this country knows that land 
values have soared tremendously during 
the last few years. I am informed that 
not very long ago Subryanville 'Was pur­
chased for $7,0,Q0 and today it is im­
possible to ·buy three house lots at Subry-
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anville for that figure. I have here the 
figures quoted by my friend, the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara, in relation 
to the price asked for Campbellville, and 
the urice at w:1ich it was acquired. Surely 
the hon. Member should know, like any­
one else, that land values have gone up. 
I think he ought to know that. 

Dr. JAGAN : To a point of correc­
tion! I pointed out that they have increased 
96 times. I hope the hon. Member sees 
my point. I did not say that land values 
have not gone up. I said that the pur­
chase price has increased 96 times, which 
is a tremendous increase. 

Mr. CARTER : The hon. Member for 
Central Demerara should know this. A 
member of his own Party, the Peoples' 
Progressive Party, owned Pln. Coverden, 
I am informed that he paid $12,000 for it 
and eventually sold it for $40,000, making 
a profit of 400 per cent. That is a mem­
ber of my friend's Party and certainly he 
should know -

Dr. J AGAN : I must object to the 
inference the hon. Me�ber is making 
that a member of mv Party exploited. If 
the hon. Member �ants to make a poli­
tical speec:1 he must go to the street 
corner. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Mem­
ber has just stated a fact. I do not think 
he imputed anything to the hon. Member 
for Central Demeara. 

Mr. CARTER: My friend has been 
allowed to use so much of his street­
corner methods in this Council that I 
thought I might have been allowed to do 
so myself. In faat case, with which the 
hon. Member should be familiar, a profit 
of 400 oer cent. ,was made, and while we 
have b�en delaying in this matter people 
have been ejected by the Courts on proper 
grounds, and have been at their wit's end 
to find houses. I am, therefore, very 
anxious that this Council should .get on 
with the job of acquiring this land in 
order that houses may be built for the 
people in Georgetown. It is strange that 
when we were considering the proposal 
to spend money for the purchase of Cane 
Grove-La Bonne Mere there was not all 
this opposition we have today when we 

are trying to spend money for the acqui­
sition of land for the extension of George­
town. I see that another $50,000 is to be 
spent on the Cane Grove-La Bonne Mere 
settlement, and not a single word has 
been raised by the �1on. Member against 
this additional expenditure. Why then 
all this opp:::isi tion to people in George­
town getting houses and acquiring land.? 

I was very much impressed by the 
speech by fae hon. Member for George­
town Central (Mr. Fernandes). I think 
it was one of the finest speeches we have 
heard in this Council, and I endorse all he 
said about land values at Cam.pbellville. 
It is qlso known that foe value of one's 
house goes up if the transport for that 
house has land attached to it, as against 
a house on leased land. I have also been 
approac:1ed by many tenants of Camp­
bellville who are most anxious that Gov­
ernment should acquire this land, and 
they were most anxious to pay the price 
suggested by Government I have also 
heard of the combine which is at work 
and is "v. aiting in the slips" to see 
whether or not Government is going to 
purchase this land. The hon. Member 
for Central Demerara (Dr. Jagan) said he 
had heard it suggested that he was asso­
ciated with the combine, but he said he 
was not. I heard the same thing myself 
and I am glad he has disowned it here 
today in Council. But whether that is 
so o� not I think it is important that this 
Council should approve of the purchase 
of this land. Let the people of George­
town get some houses to live in. People 
are living under all kinds of odd con­
ditions. and I am not going to sit in this 
Council and do anything to prevent relief 
being given to those people. It is all 
right to talk airily about these matters, 
and possibly to speak from one's heart, 
but there are times when one has to 
bring one's good sense into play in these 
matters. 

The hon. Member has also spoken 
about a Land Valuation Committee. Who 
will appoint the Committee ? Has my 
friend considered whether the same forces 
that he is attacking, who are in the grand 
conspiracy to exploit the people, are not 
the same forces that will appoint the 
Committee whkh would consider the 
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valuation of the land ? On what basis 
would the valuation be made? Certainly 
the only basis on .which it can be made 
is in relation to t;1e price of land in the 
neighbourhood. We have heard from thP. 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
(Mr. Fernandes)-and I know it myself 
personally-of the increased r,rice of land 
at Subryanville which is next door to 
Campbellville. Recently a person pur­
chased a house lot for $3,000, and cer­
tainly the Committee would have to take 
into account the value of the land next 
do0r. It does not stop there. There is 
always q. right of appeal, and there are 
many decided cases on this matter. It 
is not a question of w�1at the Committee 
alone says; there is a Court of Appeal. 

The hon. Member for Central Dem­
erara has also spoken about the basis of 
assessment for the acquisition of estates, 
but I challenge him to present one in­
stance in Great Britain where bis basis 
of af,sessment has been used with respect 
to building estates. It ,might be all right 
in the case of the acquisition of railways, 
steel companies and so on, but I challenge 
him to present one instance w :1ere that 
basis of assessment has been used for the 
acquisition of land for 'building purposes. 
I feel very strongly on this housing ques­
tion and I think it is time we got on with 
the job and stopped all this talking we 
are doing. 

Mr. DEJ3IDIN : I think I have come 
very conveniently after the last speaker, 
because he has brought out the point I 
made during the debate on the Land Bill 
as to the issue b2tween rural housing and 
urban housing. Just as strongly and ve­
hemently as he has advocated a place for 
settling the overcrowded City dwellers I 
would advocate that the fullest oppor­
tunity be given to people to settle in the 
rural ?reas rather than cramping them­
selves in the City and around the City. 
But it is not a point I intend to labour 
.at this stage, because I have been listen-

ning earefullv to all the arguments, and 
I am convinced as to the reasonableness 
of purchasing Campbellville, and also the 
very important point made in the course 
of the debate, that the vendors are pre­
pared to giv� 2 mortgage to the Govern­
ment at 3 ¼ per cent. That is a very 
important point, and one which must be 

considered in dealing with this vote. 
The whole point seems then to turn, not 
on the Question whethe1· it is necessary 
to purchase Campbellville, but as to 
whether the price is a reasonable one. 

I am not conce1·ned with outside poli­
ti,cs, but from L'le speech o-( the hon. 
Memb2r .v.rho has just taken his seat there 
seems to be a great deal of external 
politics so tar as the purchase of Camp­
bellviile is concerned. 1 was not aware 
until he spoke, that there was so mucn in 
it, and it seems to me that 1 should make 
some enquiries into some of the external 
politics in view of the speech of the hon. 
Nominated Member on mv right (Mr. 
Farrium) whu referred to th� racial ques­
tion. Personally 1 am sorry to have 
heard reference to that. If Campbellville 
is to ,benefit be people, and if the price 
is reasonable it will not benefit one set of 
people but all concerned, and I trust that 
on that ·basis the purchase will be made. 
As .'.! matter of fact we must regard Camp­
bellville as being between the rural areas 
and the City, and as an area which will 
embrace varying types of people and cater 
for all concerned. There s:1ould be no 
racial question raised as regards Camp­
bellville. 

It seems to me regrettable to find that 
Govern.:11ent is dealini with the question 
of purchasing land for the extension of 
Georgeto.wa in a piecemeal manner. I 
cannot conceive of any good reason for 
skipping Newtown and jumping to 
Campbellville, in view of the fact that 
there are so many obstacles to get over 
before we can get to Campbellville. 
Roads will have to be built, and there 
must be some agreement with the pro­
prietors of Newtown. More than that. 
It seems that Government ought to have 
attached .a great deal of importance to 
the question of saving this money and 
gajning the greatest advantage f�r the 
City of Georgetown on the question of 
housing. I refer to the D'Urban Park 
scheme, which was rmt up before Finance 
Committee, by which it is proposed to 
shift the race course to some other site 
and to ere.ct a stadium at D'Urban Park 
to the advantage of the entire populace

) 

An area which is very contiguous to 
Georgetown would then have been de­
veloped as a high density housing area, 
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and it would have proceeded eastward 
until it connected up with Government 
lands at the back of the race course, and 
prob'abiy for some years to come the 
honsing problem in Georgetown might 
have been controlled. More that that, if 
the D'Urban Park area had been con­
verted int::, a housing S•cheme its impact 
w01 ll d have been felt as far as Lodge 
Village, where there would have been a 
greater housing utilization of the lands. It 
seems to me that that would have been 
a more logical thing to do, 

It induces me to make the point t:1.at 
it is rather a neat way Government has 
taken to a�cept, before discus ion in this 
Co1,mcil,. the re!}ort and recommendations 
of the Town Planner recentlv laid on the 
table. If Government i g;ing to pur­
chase Campb2llville before the Town 
PJanner·s report is properly discussed and 
ac-cepted, and is _proceeding wib the de­
canting scheme at Ruimveldt in con­
nection witL the slum -clearance in Al­
bouystown, it seems to me that Govern­
ment is aecepting on the outside rather 
th&n on the inside, portions of the plan 
for ct. Greater Georgeto.'Nn, which is con­
trary to what i reasonable. We should 
be a,bie to see to what extent the City 
should be develo9ed within a certain 
period, and w:1at 9ortions of the plan 
this Council is prepared to accept before 
we embark upon s,chemes which, if 
a,ccepted now, would com9el Government 
and this Council to decide to do something 
as provided in the .9lan for the inter­
med.iate areas. I thmk hat is a funda­
mental ob}ection to the whole idea o-1.: 
purc-h;:ising Campbellville which borders 
on the City. 

We have to consider another import­
ant question-bat it will cost Government 
a great deal of money for a period of 
years to hy out Campbellville properly, 
and it seems to me that this half a million 
do]]r1rs will increase to the extent of 
prob2bly two million dollars before 
Campbellville is converted into a livable 
area and eventually into a village area. 
Is it fair to the development of British 
Guiana that we should devote so much 
money to the develor>ment of an area so 
far outside Georgetown before more im­
portant schemes are embarked upon? 

The next proposal to be put before 
this Council will be the purchase of Bel 
Air, p.n intermediate area, and the same 
argument will be adduced by the hon. 
Member for Georgetown South (Mr. 
Carter) and ober hon. Members, that we 
must have the people of Georgetown 
settled. With all respect to him and 
every Member here I say that 1what we
need is a housing scheme such as is 
being embarked upon at Ruimveldt, and 
what I have seen just outside San Fer­
nando and Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, where 
OL1r lower and. middle-class people would 
have an oportunity of securing their own 
homes. Here is a scheme w:1.ich, in my 
opini0n, has back-fired. It is not so im­
portant to the upper and middle-class 
people q.S it is to the working class people, 
because they are the ones .who are suffer­
ing from overcrowding. What sort of 
housjng scheme will be put up at Camp­
bellville which would provide the neces­
sary outlet for the lower class people ? 
I un afraid that the :1.ousing problem will 
remain in the same position and, what is 
more, the taxpayers will be saddled with 
tremendous expenditure on the develop­
ment of Campbellville into a proper vil­
lage or urban area. Those who have 
settled there have done so, not so much 
be-cause they were overcrowded in 
Georgetown, but because they could carry 
on a bit of gardening and rear some cattle 
nearby, even providing some milk for 
Georgetown. In other words Campbell­
ville is not, strictly speaking, an a.Tea to 
which people from Georgetown will go, 
because is it conceived that working peo­
ple will travel all that distance to and 
from their work jn Georgetown? The lay­
ing out of roads over which a bus service 
to Georgetown can be organised is a 
development which will take a long time. 

Personally I feel that the price asked 
for Campbellville is extremely steep. It 
is not sufficiently good argu�ent to say 
bat th8 value of land in Suibryanville has 
increased four times. Subryanville is in 
an entirely different 9osition. :t is near 
to the public road and to the sea. It is 
beautifully laid out and has a delightful 
playground, and there is a well in the area. 
There are als:i houses erected by aristo­
crats from Georgetown whic:1. lend beauty 
to the area and enhance the value of the 
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house lots. I was recently at the point 
of purc'hasing a lot of land at Subryan­
ville myself, because it is developing into 
a locality whicn is the envy of everyone 
who desires to purchase a house lot. It 
does not bear relationshir> to Campbell­
ville, the area south of the railway line. 
As regards Newtown, which is contiguous 
to Campbellville, house lots in that area 
are leased at $1 ,ver month. In consider­
ing values we must take the rental value 
of land, b2cause the type of houses to be 
put up in Campbellville- 'Will be ·more or 
less the same as those in Newtown. 

In considering be reasonableness of 
the �rice asked for Campbellville we must 
consider the expenditure involved in con­
structing roads, and the cost of other 
amenities required to develor> the area. 
I feel that we must not take the view that 
if Government does not purchase Camp­
bell ville somebody will do so. I suggest 
bat Government should build up a ho·us­
ing area at D'Urban Park where people 
frcm ·Georgetown could settle, and let 
Bookers keep Campbellville until some 
day when the price of land may come 
down. The present tendency is for the 
prices of land and houses to become 
cheaper. Some people say, however, that 
prices will stand for anober few years. 

I am against this motion, as I have 
indicated before, and I want to be con­
sistent. Although I am impressed with 
the argument as to the necessity to pur­
chase land I think that priority should be 
given to housing schemes which are more 
practicab�e than this one, and that bere 
should not be this h&'Sty rush to 
purchase Caimpbellville. I know that 
Campbellville has been developed, not so 
much by what the proprietors have done, 
but as n result of the hard work of the peo­
ple whu settled in that area, and what they 
ha,,e done to make it what it is today. 
1 am sure it would have been built up in 
the same way as Ne.wto-wn has been built 
up. and Government could have utilized 
this money in a more 9ra<!tical scheme. 
I am going to oppose foe motion in prin­
ciple, and also on the ground that it ought 
not to have been brought forward before 
a decision was given by the SecretaTy 
of State on the petition which has been 
submitted. It does not matter who the 
petitioners are, or whether they are in-

sp ·red, I feel thut due importance should 
be attached to any representation which 
has been made in this matter. I think 
Government should have awaited the de­
cision of the Secretary of Sta.te which 
would have ·been accepted by the petition­
ers one way or another, with the know­
ledge that it had been considered on the 
highest level. For the reasons I have 
stated, I am going to vote against this 
motion. 

Mr. WIGHT : In subscribing to the 
views of those hon. Members who have 
supported be motion I would say that 
there is very little more that can be 
added to what has already been said. I 
wa<.;, ·however, rather amazed to hear the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Debidin) say bat the prices of land and 
properties are going down, and that it is 
difficult to sell properties at present. If 
that were so it would be logical to expect 
that rents would be reduced. I do not 
think the hon. Member would be so bold 
as to say that rents in this City have been 
reduced. I therefore think that on re­
fle-ction he will admit that he was wrong 
in suggesting that property values are 
going down 

Some hon. Members have said that 
$4.80,00,0 is too large a sum to pay for 
Campbellville. I wish to draw the atten­
tion of bose hon. Members to the fact 
that they have been shouting from the 
house-tops, the street corners and even 
in this Chamber, foat the Colony's pro­
gress is being hampered by this, that and 
the other, and tlhe hon. Member for Cen­
tral Demerara (Dr. Jagan) and his asso­
ciates have promised the people the mill­
enium and manna from heaven. Surely if 
we are to have this progress, this millen­
ium-the falling of manna from heaven, 
increa'Sed wages, improved standard of 
living for the people of this Colony, as 
advocated by the hon. Member for Cen­
tral Demerara, he would expect increased 
production and land and house values to 
increase. The more people are able to 
purchase. It would create a scarcity of 
land and dwellings, and naturally, the 
ordinary economic factor of demand and 
supply would come into play and the 
values of land: and house wou•d rise. 
It is obvious that the value of 
this land which this Council and this 
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Government are invited to purchase 
would increase. As the hon. Member for 
Central Georgetown has quite rightly 
pointed out, within the last five or ten 
years the value of properties of all 5orts 
has increased four, five or six times the 
original figure, and there is no tendency 

. of a stagnation in fue market no visible 
sign of any serious decrease in either 
rents or the purchase price of houses. 
Therefore, these people who are being 
given an opportunity of securing their 
land and houses at a reasonable figure, 
and securing themselves in a reasonable 
renta•l against this rise in value, should be 
given t.1e opportunity o± purchasing now 
at the present price rather than wait 
perhaps 5 or 10 years when this proinised 
millenium will only aggravate a rise in 
both f!)heres, i.e., rental value and pur­
chase _:1rice. Market values have increased 
considerably and would continue to rise. 

We have been told about a probable 
decrease in value. We have visual 
evidence of the Wortmanville housing 
Scheme. The rents were out at $10 
�o $12 per month. and the premises 
were occupied. Today we have seen; in 
:ertain instances, that the rents have 
gone up to $18, and foe people are saying 
that they cannot pay that. We have 
made eHorts in the rural areas referred 
to by the hon. Member for Eastern Dem­
erara, but he says nothing has been done. 
Personally I •would like to remind the 
hon. Member that in my constituency in 
Essequibo we have a considerable amount 
of building operation assisted by Govern­
ment under the Housing Scheme. Tne 
hon. Member himself was advocating and 
appealing to Government to extend that 
scheme to the Cane Gro•.1e Sett:ement, and 
he thought that Government should give 
a bigger grant. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Tn a :point of correc-
tion! When I spoke of something being 

done in the rural areas I was not par­
'-.icularly referring to housing alone, but 
to the general development of the rural 
areas, so as to attract people away (from 
the City. 

Mr. WIGHT: Even if that is so, I 
see the hon. Member has Cane Grove 
n his constituency. He knows a•bout the 
Vergenoegen and other Settlements. If 

he referred to the pre ent sc:1edule he 
would see that there is going to be an ex­
tension of the scheme by the purchase and 
reconditioning of Pln. Lima. There are 
several more instances where we are 
progressing. I was wondering at one 
time whether the hon. Member for Cen­
tral Demerara was going to compare the 
purchase price of Pln. Lima with that 
of Campibellville, because I see he has 
only recently returned fr()m that area 
and, no doubt, he may be able to tell 
u how ·much that $141,000 would bene­
fit that particular a1·ea. I cannot say
trut fully foat there has been no
attempt to make settlements and carry
out devebpmental projects in the rural
areas as against Georgetown.

I was verv pleased to hear the hon. 
Memb2r for Eastern Demerara say that 
e was in favour of the scheme. I think 

qt one time he was favourably impressed 
with the arguments adduced for the pur­
chase, because he thought of the necessity 
of increasing the City limit. Then he said 
that it should come after the rural 
development of which he speaks. It is 
bvious that the City of Georgetown will 

have to be extended and that it has to go 
one wa11 or the other. Unless we bridge 
the Demerara River 1we must go along 
the East Coast or along the East Bank, 
Dernerara. Appa·rently, we are going 
both ways. I do not know if he sug­
gests that we should jump the areas 
from Vlissengen Road past Bel Air and 
start to develop from that point and 
leave this as a sort of patchwork. I do 
not think the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara went so far as to suggest that. 

There are only two other points I 
may touch upon as the hon. Member 
referred to them. It is rather surprising 
to hear at one moment the hon. Mem­
ber for Central Demerara suggesting that 
Government should adopt the policy of 
giving the masses the opportunity of 
acquiring their own freehold property, 
and now that we have the opportunity 
of these same people acquiring freehold 
property we find the hon. Member sug­
gesting that it should not be done. On 
other occasions he was al way5 against 
the granting of leases, and suggested that 
the people be given freehold property. 
That is the intention at the moment. It 
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is rather amazing to hear this sudden wail 
and howl by certain elements in the 
community who are inciting certain 
people to make demands of self-govern­
ment, that we must govern ourselves and 
strike and retard :production in the Colony. 
The people lose; foey lose their wages 
which are not implemented by funds 
received in or from outside the Colony 
by those responsible for this agitation 
and incitement. Here we are sitting 
around this table and in calmness a.re 
considering a motion for the betterment 
and in the interest of foe poorer class 
of people, and we are promptly held up 
by \'1ay of a petition to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. No doubt the 
sponsor of that petition still en.visages a 
state of bondage under the Secretary of 
State forever and ever. If we are of the 
opinion that we s'1ould have self-govern­
ment and should eovern ourselves in the 
interest of the Colony, I would have to 
refle'2t for more than one minute before 1 
consider appealing to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies by ,way of a peti­
tion t:::> turn down what might possibly 
be a derision of this Council. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Lest 
t'.1ere be any misunderstanding in the 
minds of Members of this Council in 
regard to the Acquisition of Lands for 
Public Purposes Ordinance ann the pro­
vision relating to compensation, I should 
like to re:ier non. Members to that Ordi­
nance, Chapter 170, section 18 of whkh 
re:1ds as follows:-

"In -determmmg claims for com­
pensation .�or lands at.:quired under this 
Ordinance, fae Court may take into 
consideration-

(a) the market value of the land at
ihe time of awarding '20mpensa­
tion;

(b, any damage sustained by the per­
son interested at the time of 
awarding compensation bv reason 
of severance; 

(c) the damage (if any) sustained by
the uerson interested at the time
of -awarding compensation by
reason o:t' the a,cquisition injuri­
ously affecting his other property
or his earnings;

(d) if in consequence of the acquisi­
tion he is compelled to change
his residence or place of business,
the reasonable expenses (if any)
inc:idental to the change ..... " 

Tne hon. Member for Central George­
town in his speech pointed out the values 
in the areas and environs of this land 
at Campbellville. Obviously that will be 
a matter to be taken into consideration 
by any tribunal in assessmg compensa­
tion. Looking at the provision one can 
clearly see that it is the market value 
of the land at 't'.1e time of awarding 
compensation that vvill be determined. 
Therefore, the question is, what will be 
regarded as the market value at the time 
of awarding compensation? That is a 
matter ,of evidence, and that evidence 
is taken from what happens either to 
other lands in the district or other lands 
generally at the time. lt is quite clear 
that whatever the :price was in 1939 the 
fact is that durin.e; the relevant material 
years prices have considerably advanced. 
It is :1 matter of commonsense, apart from 
the legal aspect, and I am sure that hon. 
Members will appreciate the fact that 
the price which was offered, and which 
Government now proposes to purchase 
at, if approved by this Council, is a 
reasonable one having regard to all the 
surro•unding circumstances, :particularly 
the market value at the time of award­
ing compensation. 

I do not think it is necessary to 
labour be point, because it has been 
put from a practical point uf view to 
this Council by the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central. Frnm a general 
point of view I can imagine that those 
who are occupying premises there, who 
are living on the land on a m::mthly 
tenancy, will be ,glad to know that the 
land is rrnrchased by Government, and 
that they will have security for many 
years, and that they in turn can utilize 
what savings they have to purchase tile 
land and become the owners themselves 
of their own spot. 

Capt. COGHLAN: It is not a ques­
tion of whether Government can really 
afford to buy Camplx:!llville and La 
Penitence. It is a question of, can Gov­
ernment afford to allow an outsider to 
purchase these places and exploit the 
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people by reselling them at very much 
enhanced prices, entirely different from 
what will be charged by Government on 
reselling to the people? Government 
intends to pay $480,000 in 3 ½ per cent. 
Government Bonds for Camp,bellville. As 
you know, Sir, very few persons are 
willing nowadays to invest money at 3 ½ 
per cent. The least that people look for 
nowadays is 4 pet cent., and quite 
recently the Mayor and To,wn Council 
of Georgetown issu_ed bonds at 4 per cent. 
For that reason it would bP very diffi­
cult for the proprietors of Campbellville 
to secure $480.,000 at 3 % per cent. If the 
Bonds were issued at 4 l?er cent. all they 
would be really getting is $420,000, and 
that would be, to my mind, more or less 
what Government is actually paying for 
the bonds. 

The next point is about the value of 
land gomg up. I know from my own 
experience that land on the West Bank, 
Demerara, which was sold some 15 or 16 
years ago at 20 cents per acre is selling 
today at anything from $2.5Qi to $3 per 
acre. Therefore it is news to me to hear 
that the value of land is going down. If 
you take an acre of land, which is roughly 
3 rods by 100 rods, you can get 10 house 
lots me13-suring 5 rods by 6 rods, which 
is considerably more than you find in 
most house lots in the vicinity of George­
town. Further, if you want to raise 
money on a house which is on leased land 
you find it difficult or well nigh impos­
sible to do it, whereas when people have 
purC'hased the land on which their houses 
are built they can go to any insurance 
company or building society and raise 
money on the house and land. 

With regard to the hon. the Attorney­
General's exposition of what the present 
law is, I am well aware of that. Even 
under the Irrigation and Drainage Ordin­
ance, i£ you are not satisfied with what 

is offered to you, it allows you to 
go to .the Magistrates' Court and the, 
Magistrate has jurisdiction regardless of 
the amount. If you are not satisfied with 
the Magistrate's decision you can appeal 
to the Sunreme Court and, as the hon. 
the Attorn�y-General has pointed out, the 
real question in determining the value of 
land is what is the value of the adjoining 
lands, and not what it was sold for in 

1939 or 1940 would be its value today. 
What is required is the value of the land 
today. All the other points have been 
covered and there is nothing more I have 
to say except in regard to La Penitence. 

At La Penitence 30 .t/2 acres of lanel 
is being purchased for $21,700. That 
works out at roughly $711 per acre of 10 
house lots 5 by 6 rods each. That works 
out at a very small amount per house lot, 
even after an Authority has taken over 
and has put in drains and roads which 
will be necessary for the amenities of the 
people living there. So I feel that the 
people of La Penitence will be served 
very well by this Government purchas­
ing this 30 ½ acres at what I consider 
a very reasonable figure. It is certainly 
less than what can be got in the open 
market. Government will be serving the 
people of La Penitence by purchasing at 
the price put down here and giving out 
the land to them, so that each person 
instead of being a tenant, will be the 
owner of his own property. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not wish to 
take part in this controversy about land 
valuation except to say that we are con­
sidering whether this is an extraordinary 
price 0r not. We should therefore con­
sider what are the prices of propertie 
and buildings, not of the well-to-do but 
of the poorest class: I have been told 
100 times that you have people paying 
for a single room as much as $12 per 
month. Go to Albouystown and see 12 
rooms in a range which is nothing but 
squalor. $5 is charged for each room. 
That is $60 for the whole range which 
is under the size: of a small house. That 
is the position in Georgetown today, and 
it shows how much values nave changed. 
If you compare the price or rent the poor­
est people have to pay for a room you 
would find you are not far off in the 
price asked for in the purchase of these 
properties outside Georgetown, such as 
Campbellville. That is a fad. I do not 
know who are the people who are exploit­
ing the tenants by charging $5 per month 
for those rooms, but I should say that 
the people in the outskirts would be far 
better off, even at this price, than any of 
the poor people in Georgetown. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I shall try- to be very_ 
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brief. The hon. Member for Georgetown• 
North has given a summary of the events 
leading up to this particular matter, and 
I want to confirm and amplify in some 
respects what he has said. It was on the 
3rd February, 1949, that there was a 
debate in this Council under lthe Head 
"Local Government - Central Housing 
and Planning Authority", and I have here 
an extract of the Hansard of that day's 
meeting. The hon. Member for Central 
Demerara is reported to have said: 

"There is another problem in 
regard to the areas known as Newtown, 
Campbellville. Bel Air, etc. A por­
tion of that area is owned and adm111-
istered by the Courentyne Sugar 
Estates, Ltd., and several persons have 
come to me from that area and told me 
that there is some move to sell the 
land. I do not know whether it is the 
whole or a part of the area, but I was 
told that private individuals were at­
tempting to form a company to pur­
chase the land. I certainly feel tl12.t 
it would be a good idea if Government 
would take some steps to see that, if

the land is sold at all, the people who 
are at present occupying it be given an 
opportunity to aC'quire it ...... " 

That statement was followed by a 
speech by the hon. Member for Essequibo 
River, who is not here today, supporting 
that idea, and lastly by the hon. Member 
for Georgetown North himself who said : 

"The question was brought to my 
knowledge a week ago by the tenants 
of Campbellville, old and new. They 
said they were there at a rental all 
these vears, and it was not fair to them 
after they had built up the land and 
had tuilt their houses on those lands. 
They said one of the proprietors had 
gone to them and told them that they 
would be given priority to purchase the 
land but since then there :11.as been a 
chan'ge in �hat attitude. They told me 
that -a company is being forme9- to pur­
chase this area outright and then resell 
it to them at 1001 or 200 jper cent. 
profit ...... " 

Entirely on my own initiative, and 
without any instruction from Government, 
I took steps to approach Booker Bros. Mc. 
Connell & Co., Ltd. I spoke to two of 
the senior Directors and invited them to 
offer the property to Government if it 
was in fact the case that they were going

to sell out. On the 9th February a letter 
came to the Government from one of the

Directors of Messrs. Booker Bros. offering 
the property for sale for £100,000. 
Among other things it said "Naturally we 
were ]oath to sell the land to any in­
dividual or any bloc·k of private specula­
tors because the interest of the tenants 
would be jeopardized". I was able to 
persuade them that before proceeding 
with the private sale they had in view, 
they should make the offer to the Govern­
ment. 

The next step was, the Colonial 
Secretary wrote to Booker Bros. and 
asked for time b consider this uroject. 
That letter was dated the 19th Fe-bruary, 
1949. Today is the 29th March, 1951. 
They have given us a lot of time. 
Shor.Lly after, when the matter was fav­
c urably considered by Government, I 
again approached the Directors, again on 
my own initiative, and told them we had 
not got the funds, but would they be pre­
pared to take the purchase ririce in bonds 
on a Government Loan which would be 
issued? They expressed their willingness 
to do so, and the rate of interest agreed 
on was 3 ½ per cent. Although, as the 
hon. Member for Demerara River has 
aid, the general interest rates are some­

what higher today yet they have loyally 
kept to that bargain and will accept the 
bonds at 3 ½ per C"ent. It is correct to 
say, if one takes 4 per ,c-ent., which is the 
rate of the recent issue of Town Coun:::il 
bonds, as the present normal rate on 
that basis the price would be a red�ced 
figure of $42'0,000. (But naturallv Govern­
ment bonds have a· slightly hig-her value 
than Town Council Bonds). That is the 
early history of this matter. It was a 
genuine attempt by the Govermnent to 
forestall a private sale which might have 
resulted in hardship to those tenants who 
are now in occupation of the land and 
have their houses there. 

I am very sorry inded th�t the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara has 
thought fit to sully our records by an 
intemperate speech. I am sure, Sir, that 
some of his conclusions are entirely 
wrong. He referred to the price which 
he was able to ascertain from an examina­
tion of the record of the sale made some 
years ago. As I indicated when I inter­
rupted him, that was a sale between 
friends. It was a :private internal sale. 
It is prefectly true that a valuation has to 
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b2 put on transpor,ts for legal purposes, but 
hon. Members would know that in cases 
like that the absolutely minimum amount 
is put down. The figure put down has 
no true relation to the actual value of 
the land, and certainly not is market 
value. I can speak with some knowledge 
and feeling about Campbellville. The 
hon. Nominated Member, 2.v1r. Farnum, 
referred to a _gentleman to whose enter­
prise much of the development of Camp­
bellville is due. That gentleman was my 
brother-in-law, the late Mr. W. E. Delph. 
I can tell hon. Members I am quite sure 
that it was due to his enterprise that 
much of the building at Campbellville 
did take place. He persuaded his em­
ployers to allow him to sriend capital on 
setting u:r; a housing scheme. He built 
roads, cleared the iand and secu.red the 
tenants. I used to s l)end many week-ends 
in his house. He was the Manager and 1 
know what I am talking about. 

The proprietors expended a fair 
amount of capital on thal, scheme, but 
they wrote if off year oy yc:ar. That ic;; 
why their profits, if the hon. Mem­
bers' figures are accepted, appear 
reasonably small. They were developing 
those lands ana were looking for profits 
bv the accretion w hicL was bound to take 
•piace in the capital value of the land.
They were prepared to wait. It is un­
fair to say, because those credit balances
to which the hon. Member referred may
have been small, that that is a good
reason to deprive them of the true mar­
ket value of the land now that it is about
to be sold. It is a fact that the market
valu-'2 appreciated because the proprietors
spent money on development. It is also
true that the tenants have contributed to
the appreciation of the value of that land.
I grant that; but nevertheless it is also
true that what the proprietors will get
from this sale is not equivalent to the
market value but is less than the true
market value if these lands were put to
private sale. I used to tell my brother­
in-law that I wondered how it was he
was able to secure so many tenants of
this property on �hat I call a very tenu­
ous tenure plan of a monthly rental, and
the answer was that the tenants had
every faith in the integrity and goodwill
of the present proprietors, Messrs. Booker

Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd. They felt 
sure they would not be dispossessed of 
that land if they built their houses on the 
land, and they were content to build on 
those very short tenancy terms. Quite 
obviously, if the proprietors sold and the 
ownership fell into private hands a dif­
ferent dory would be told. That is why 
the people are extremely glad that Gov­
ernment has been able to effect this 
transaction with the present proprietors. 

I am not going into any details 
· regarding the future of this property. I
have explained that the first step would
be to allow the pre ent occupants to buy 
their land if they wish to do so. The first 
step is to make suitable arrangements to 
that end. As regards the section of the 
land which is not now being used, quite 
obviously plans will have to be prepared 
and money found to develop it into a 
housing estate, but that is a matter for the 
future. 

Lastly, I must refer to the curious 
charges which have been levelled at me 
by the hon. Member for Georgetown 
South (Mr. Carter) �ho accused the 
Financial Secretary of a good deal of un­
necessary delay in bringing this matter to 
a conclusion, and by the hon. Member 
for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Debidin) who 
accused the Financial Secretary of this 
hasty rush to buy Camp:bellville. We have 
been walking on a tight rope between 
those two points of view for a long time, 
and I hope that if we, get through with 
this resolution I may still be excused by 
both for being either hasty or dilatory. 

The Council divided on the motion 
and voted:-

For - Messrs. Morrish, Luckhoo, 
Carter, Smellie, Phang, Peters, Kendall, 
Fernandes, Coghlan, Farnum, Thompson, 
Ferreira, Raatgever, Wight, Dr. Nicholson, 
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer, 
the Attorney-General and the Colonial 
Secretary - 18. 

Against - Dr. Jagan and Mr. Debidin 
-2.

Motion carried.
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SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE JANUARY­
MARCH, 1951. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I now move: 

"That, this Council a,pproves of the 
Supplementary Estimate for the quarter 
ended 31st March, 195-1, iwhich has been 
laid on the table." 

Tn.is Schedule was taken in Finance 
Committee last week when I explained 
that most of the items are re-votes of 
unex,pended balances of last year's pro­
vision in resr,ect of works which are in· 
progress. There are very few new items, 
and the total of the Schedule is $126,166.72. 
I now ask that it be approved, and I will 
not move foat the Council eo into Com­
mittee unless anv Member wishes to 
discuss any point of detail. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : There is one point I 
would like to raise on page 2, but I do 
not see the necessity for the Council to 
go into Committee. Now that the East 
Demerara Magisterial District has been 
rearranged to include Mahaica and 
Mahaicony I think there is need 
not only for additional staff but 
additional typewriters. I see an item for 
the purchase of bree ty,pe1writers for the 
Georgetown Magistrate's Office. I know 
that there is a great deal of work to be 
done in the East Demerara District in the 
handing over of matters like the col­
lection of maintenance and affiliation 
arrears, fines, ek., and that there must 
be some adjustment w:iich will require 
additional staff. Because of its urgency 
I have taken this opportunity to mention 
the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The 
Magistrate is going into the matter him­
self. 

Schedule approved. 

PROVISION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN SERVICES 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASUHER: I beg to move: 

"That, this Council approves of the 
Schedule of Provision required during 
1951 for Devebpment Plan Services to 
be met from Surplus Balances and from 
Advances pending the raising of a 
Development Loan, which has been laid 
on the table." 

This Schedule represents expenditur" 
esimated for 1951 on those Development 
Plan items w;1i-ch are not included in the 
main Estimates, and one or two new items 
which have since• been agreed to, the first 
of which is under Head III-Agriculture 
- Refrigeration plant, etc. at Lethem,
$50,000-. Practically all the other items
are works and services already in pro­
gress, and this provision is to continue
bem in this year within the limits of the
authorized estimate for each. Attached
to the Schedule is a subsidiary Schedule
which is headed "I)evelo'.9'ment Plan Ser­
vices to be met -from advances pending
the raising of a Development Loan," and
contains one item -Reconditioning of
East B;rnk road, $400,000.

Members will recall that in Finance 
Committee it was e:xiplained that in con­
sul 1.ation with, and wiith the concurrence 
of the Public Works De,partment Advisory 
Committee, Government had decided to 
allocate, with the approval of this Coun­
cil, a sum of $600,000 for reconditioning 
the East Bank road in t.1.e emergency 
which has arisen because of its condition, 
and because of the fact that we cannot 
at this stage take on the major recon­
struction of the road. That sum of 
$6C0,00O will do two things. It will pro­
vide for the deviations to the extent of 
6 ½ miles which form part of the per­
manent reconstruction work, and also for 
re-sheeting of a large section of the road. 
In other ,words it is an ex•pedient to keep 
the road open to traffic and in fairly 
good order pending reconsideration of the 
project of reconstructing the road on a 
permanent basis. The amount which is 
estimated to be spent this year on this 
road is $400,000 out of a total estimate of 
$60-0,000, and of that $600,000 a sum of 
$400,0,00, will be for the deviations which 
form part of the .permanent reconstruction 
project in any case. So that to some 
extent this is part of the capital work of 
reconstruction. That is the major new 
item on this Schedule. I do not know if 
Members will wish to go into Committee. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : On the very first 
item I wish to say that I am not at all 
satisfied that we are receiving full value 
for the expenditure on the refrigeration 
,plant at -Lethem. I would like to be in-
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formed by th hon. the Financial Seen> 
tary of the approximate annual income 
from this station, and wnat method is 
adopted to collect any charges for re­
frigeratior.., meat inspection, and so forth. 
The reason why I ask those questions is 
because I was told by someone 1who re­
centlv visited the district, that there is 
not much prospect in the Rupununi ranch; 
that there may ,be a reduction o:f profits 
because feeding conditions are bad. If 
we are to expend money we should make 
sure that it will be recouped. 

On the question of foe East Bank 
road I am in total agreement with the 
proposal to recondition it. It is import­
ant that, as in the case of the East Coast, 
road, we should maintain the East Bank 
road in reasonably good ,condition until 
the completion of the Courentyne road 
permits of the ,::onstruction of first class 
all-weather roads on the East Coast and 
East Bank. We find that the>se roads have 
deteriorated princi,pally because the 
amounts ;oted are hopelessly inadequate 
for their proper maintenance. I feel that 
something should b2 done, and I was very 
disappointed when the Public Works De­
partment Advisory Committee did not ask 
for an additional amount for the mainten­
ance o-f ro2.ds, at least on the East Coast, 
on which here seems to me to be the 
heaviest traffic. It is a nightmare to 
travel by car over that road which con­
stitutes a danger to motorists, and 
many times my car has been trapped by 
the con{:rete strips because be roadway 
between and outside of the striips is not 
properly maintained. I have escaped 
accidents by a dose shave. Driving over 
that East Coast road is no pleasure at all, 
and when one has to travel on it many 
times every !week it is very trying. 

Ju t as Government is providing 
$400,000 for the reconditioning of the 
East Bank road I hope it will 
make similar provision for the 
reconditioning of the East Coast road be­
tween Georget0iwn and Buxton at least. 
I had a chat 1with the District Engineer 
who told me that if he had at least one 
more grading machine he would be able 
to maintain the East Coast road in better 
condition, but he pointed out that a grader 
cannot be •used on the portion of the road 
between Georgeto,wn and 13uxton on 

account of the concrete strips. I would 
therefore suggest that the concrete strips 
be removed and the material be ground 
very fine and used as sheeting material 
so as to make the road less dangerous. 
I hope that when the Advisory Committee 
asks for be necessary funds the Financial 
Secretary will not put a large "No" against 
it. 

As regards the East Bank road I am 
not satisfied that we should have em­
barked upon any deviations at all. It 
seems to me that we should spend the 
entire sum of $400,000 in putting that road 
in a fair condition, because conditions 
will vary from year to year. As a matter 
of fact, at t:1.e time when the construction 
of an all-·weather road to Atkinson Field 
will be started there may be so many 
changes that the deviations may be con­
sidered unnecessary in some places, and 
Government may be saved expenditure 
for the payment of compensaiton to 
owners of land. I therefore think that 
the deviations should not be undertaken 
until the proper reconstruction of the 
road is about to be _r,ut in hand. The 
amount ,proposed to b2 spent is not too 
muc.1 for the reconditioning of that road 
into a good, second-class road. 

Mr. MOR1RISH: I have listened to 
what the hon. Member has said in regard 
to the East Bank road. I entirely dis­
agree with his suggestion that the de­
viation should not be carried out, for one 
very im!)ortant reason that they would 
appreciably shorten the eventual length 
of the road. Furthem1ore, the deviations 
will to a large extent eliminate portions 
of the road which are lower than the sur­
rounding land levels, the resu_l ts 
of which is that those portions of the 
road are not drained. Advantage will be 
taken of the deviations to construct the 
roadway at a higher level than the sur­
rounding land level, so that it can be 
easily drained. 

Pln. Lima-

Item 29B I (b) Reconditioning includ­

ing purchase of agricubtural equipment, 

$117,720 

Mr. FERN ANDES : I would like to 
ask a question or two on this item of 
$117,720. Through a series of coincidences 
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I was absent from the Colony when this 
item was passed in Finance Committee, 
and I had alr�ady resigned from the 
Agricultural Advisory Committee, ,before 
it was passed by that Committee. This 
item came up during the time when I was 
Chairman of be Advisory C0mmittee and 
-it was turned down. I resigned from· the
Committee and it was brought up again
and passed by the Committee. It was
subsequently passed by Finance Com­
mittee on November 23. I le�t the Colony
on Octob2r 5. I am not against the :pur­
chase of Pln. Lima but I would like some
details: from the hon. the Financial Secre­
ta··y so as b be able to ex.press an opinion
at bis stage for the purpose of record.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURE1R : I am sorrv I cannot __ give 
any details no1w. I have not the papers 
with me and I assumed, in view of the 
extraordinary consideration given to this 
item, as the hon. Member says, twice in the 
Departmental Committee and in Finance 
Committee, that it had been agreed to. 
I can get the figures because I know that 
a memorandum was circulated in Finance 
Committee giving all the details. 

Mr. FERNANDES : It is nice of the 
Financial Secretary to ma}{e those remarks 
but I have nothing to do with what any 
other Member of this Council, or what the 
Chairman of the Committee has done. I 
am here representing a section of. this. 
community and I have every right, before 
I pass any vote, to ask to be given infor­
mation necessary to enable me to express 
my opinion or to vote ·one way or the 
other. I would like to remind the Finan­
cial Secretary. and fais Council that on 
bot!1 occasions I was n t absent when 
I could have attended, but "did not.· I'was, 
in New Zealand represer:ting this Council. 

The PRESIDENT: As it is close 
upon 5 o'clock we may adjourn and con­
tinue the debate tomorrow,. when 'Che in­
fOimation the hon. Member wants will
be ready. I do hot remember the details 
myself but I know that a lot of clearing 
of the land is required, and the digging 
of drainage and irrigation canals. I think 
those are the main items. 

Council was adjourned until 2 p.m. 
the following day. 
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