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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, 13th February1 
1959, as printed and ciiculated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

ORDER OF TIIE DAY 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

BUDGET DEBATE 

Council resumed consideration of the 
Second Reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Or-0inance to appropriate the 
supplies, granted .in the current Session of 
the Legislative Council". 

CouNCIL IN CoMMITTE·E: 

Council resolved itself into Committee 
to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

Schedule 

AGRICULTURE 

TwELVE AGRICULTURAL 0F.FICERS 

The Chairman: When the Council 
adjourned yesterday we were considering 
an Amendment moved by the hon. Men
ber for Georgetown South to subhead 1, 
item (19) - 12 Agricultural Officers. 

Mr. Gajraj: While we are still on 
this item, may I take this opportunity 
to make a few observations on the use 
that is being made of these Agricultural 
Officers. It seems to me that when 
Agricultural Officers are appointed and 
sent to rural areas, they are expected to 
assist the farmers as much as possible 
by imparting to them the knowledge of 
modem methods of agriculture and not 
merely by imparting it by word of mouth, 
but by demonstrating the methods that 
should be followed. It would appear 
that that particular aspect of . the .. Agri
cultural Officer's job needs tremendous 
stressing, because we have seen from 
time to time over the years the steady 
trek of people from rural areas into the 
City. We have heard of lamentations 
many a time that the trek should be 
stopped, and that people in rural, ar.eas 

should be able to find conditions more 
genial , to their m.ode and manner of life 
so as to encourage them to remain on the 
land and be of an economic benefit to 
the country. 

We have also seen that time and again 
attempts have been made to get the 
people who have gravitated to the City 
to go back into the country areas and 
settle on the land. What, has been the 
result? People have attempted to go 
back but, being disappointed, they re
turn to the lights of the City where, at 
least, they can find some measure of 
employment to keep body and soul 
together. The answer, to that, as• has• 
been told to many of us, is that they 
have been unable to make the land pay 
them a reasonabl~ return together with 
a good living. 

Since we have sent our sons out to 
the Centeno College in Trinidad to 
study the practical ,aspects of agriculture; 
since they have to work on the land 
there and produce crops therefrom at 
the most reasonable cost and in the most 
efficient manner, I feel that Government 
should consider - indeed it is its duty 
to consider - and possibly give an ad
ministrative direction whereby these 
Agricultural Officers in addition to 
visiting the farms of people in the rural 
areas should themselves, by practical 
demonstrations, work areas of land 
contiguous with the b0ldings of the 
farmers and prove to them that by 
modern methods and efficient farming by 
proper use of fertilizers and things of 
the kind, a living could b.e made from 
the soil. 

In other words, it is no use allowing 
highly paid officers to go around speak
ing in theoretical terms if no attempt is 
being made to show the practical results 
that can accrue from working the land 
properly. I feel that one of the ways in 
which practical results can be passed on 
to the farmer is by way of demonstra
tions of the kind to which I have re
ferred. We hope that Agricultural 
Officers will take plots of land similar to 
that of farmers, work them and make 
them pay, so that the farmer will under
stand tllat,t if he follows the advice of 
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the Agricultural Officers he will be ~able 
to maintain his ;family and himself. 

It is quite possible ; that !A.gricultural 
Officers may consitler that this is not 
part and parcel of their duties. But • if 
they want to get down to the people; if 
we want to give them the assurance that 

· by sticking to I the land and by changing 
the age•old methods which, perhaps, 
they have been using all along for the 
modem methods which have been de
monstrated to them it would make a lot 
of difference in the economy of the 
country. If we can do these things, we 
can build a strong foundation for an 
efficient and prosperous peasantry. 

I make these comments in the hope 
that the Government and the Minister in 
particular may be prepared to give con
sideration . to them. 

'Mr. ·Hubbard: I should like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the 
Minister of Natural Resources and the 
Director of Agriculture for the recent 
decision to assign an agricultural techni
cian to the relatively new and highly 
efficient poultry industry. In passing, let 
me say that the remarks of the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Gajraj, seem 
to contain some contradiction. The 
Agricultural Officer is a whole-time 
officer, and the farmer has a full-time 
occupation - if he will achieve any
thing, it ' must be full time. 

,But .coming back to poultry, the most 
significant thing about the growth of 
this new industry is that it has been 
founded by persons who h1ave originally 
been 6:mployed in the City, and who have 
left the City and given up their jobs to 
go in for 1fanning of this type. I think 
that this . provides an example for all"c~ur 
people, and I hope that that aspect of 
the matter would be recognized and 
publicizetl, because the general trend 
·has been all along for people to leave 
the countryside and come to town. 

Here ·we have people who have en
tered into farming as a full-time 
occupation. It is an idea to be com
mended and it deserves public suppc>rt. 

---

'Mr. Tello: ;Actually, ,I 1.w0utd Uk:e to 
support the hon. Nominated Member, 

'Mr. Gajr-aj, in his re1narks ,abotlt ' the 
Central Agricultural Station. What •is 
the good of all this expenditure, if I.he 
Station is not going to pass 'knowledge 
on to the farmer, who is-really ·and-tcliy 
the contributor to the economy? This 
Station was only·put up ·so as' to investi
gate in the interest of the 'farnrer ~whb 
cannot aftortl to do so. It is ·not -'for 
the convenience of some "junior · tlfficer 
experimenting on a two~by-four ~plot. 

For some -years in the small'islatfd -df 
Barbados there has · been -a: ptacti:t"e 
whereby, if an agricultural officer evolves 
a theory, the Departmeht d<5es not say 
to the ·farmer, "if you do A, 'B or C, 
you will make a profit," -but it pays the 
farmer a land tax and on the farinerrs 
own land, the officer and ·the farmer 
work together. There is nothing like 
seeing for yourself - ·that is how you 
believe more firmly in something. 

I remember myself ~d Mr. .Gajraj 
plugging for these things in another 
place._ I _think ·that those :J?e0ple who 
have 1dennfied themselves with the farm
ing · community, and having taken I sueh 
steps in the poultry indust.Fy, they 1wi1.l 
expand this industry further; ·and 
Government may note-that·.co-operatives 
have been given full support .and pro
tection, and these have stepped cnp .eo
operative enterprises consicleralMy. 'We 
must be certain that the money rto be 
·voted this year will do. I · am .certain 
the hon. Minister will -agree ' ithat 
·$330,000 being spent in the interest of 
farmers who cannot afford it :them:selve'S 
is not too ·much, and that he·will-acGe_p;t 
the suggestion of my hon. Friend arfcl 
discuss it with his technical ; advisers in 
order to start some practical scheme 
from which•farmer,s can benefit. 

Mr. J'ai Narine -Singh: The hon. 
Member speaks immaturely in a matter 
not quite within his knowledge. Let me 
say th·at the Agriculture Department is 
one we must ·respect, -but when Mr. 
Hubbard goes on to say that the Agrieul
tural Cfficets were responsible for . the 
·poultry industry--

~ 
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Mr. Hubbard: To a point 9f order! 

The Chairman: What is the point of 
order? 

Mr. Hubbard: I did not say the 
things he is suggesting. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: He should 
have raised it under "Veterinary" or 
"Animal Husbandry", which include 
poultry rearing as is done in British 
Guiana. Here, let me point out that it 
is private enterprise that has established 
the poultry industry in British Guiana. 

There is the firm of Correia Enter
prises who, by their initiative established 
the poultry industry. Their's is a type 
of expansion work that has paid off in 
British Guiana. The Correia brothers 
have sought to provide a fairly good 
poultry industry, in which soft chickens 
three, four or five months old are ready 
for the market. Credit must go to pri
vate enterprise, and to two Guianese who 
started it. 

.To go back to "Field and Extension 
Work" . Field and extension work, as 
the hon. Member, Mr. Gajraj, has said, 
assists in ensuring better methods of 
cultivation. It also carries out the prin
ciple of testing new crops in the field. 
But outside of the experiments on jute 
and cotton, how much more are taken 
on? Tobacco, of which our import~ 
runs to more than $1 million, is a crop 
that needs to be considered for expansion 
locally. We can grow more tobacco, as 
far as I am concerned. We import 
onions, and I am sure that if the seeds 
are made available to farmers they can 
be grown, in time and with the right 
methods, to a point where we can be 
self-sufficient in this crop. We are pay
ing 36 cents to 40 cents per pound for 
peanuts. There is where organized pro
duction and marketing come in. There 
is a potential for peanut production in 
British Guiana, and it is the duty of the 
Minister of Agriculture to explore these 
matters, and bring about results. 

Yesterday, the hon. nominated Mem
ber, Mr.. ·R obi n D av i s, placed 

before the Minister the question of ferti
lizers. The use of fertilizers is a very 
important thing. Applied to coconut pro
duction, the reaction would favourably 
affect the output of edible oil within, 
say, a year. 

The hon. Minister must realize that 
extension work is most important for the 
betterment of our agricultural industries 
generally. To single out the rice indus
try: after the Autumn crop is reaped, the 
land is left barren and leached, and no 
other crop is grown on it. Here is where 
extension work has failed to reach. We 
can very well grow cow peas, black-eye 
peas or water melons. In this respect, 
the farmers are hungry for information. 

I have a little farm of my own, and 
after the rice is reaped I plant those crops 
on the land. I go there once in every 
ten days, and farmers from all around 
come to see what is done. I am not my
self a very progressive farmer, because 
no farmer must go and spend one day 
only at his farm, but the point is, these 
·and new methods the Department of 
Agriculture must adopt. 

Maybe the Minister's imagination is 
limited in the field of agriculture, so that 
he is unable to dictate his policy to the 
Head of the Department. For that rea
son I think he should take advice from 
this side of the Table and not fight us 
back, as it were, and try to find excuses. 
He should take our advice for what it is 
worth and keep his eyes open so that the 
people of the country may benefit. 

Mr. Campbell: On the question of 
Agricultural Instructors I wish to associ
ate myself with the views expressed by 
the hon. Nominated Members, Mr. Gajraj 
and Mr. Tello, when they suggested that 
emphasis should be placed on demons
trations by those officers in the rural 
areas. Theory and practice should go 
together. Farmers all over the world 
are a conservative lot; they are highly in
dependent in spirit and think they know 
all there is to know about farming. They 
do know quite a lot as a result of every
day practice, but I know that theory and 
practice should go together in order to 

-
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make a success of farming. The point 
I wish to make is that in sending out 
Agricultural Instructors to the rural areas 
they should be briefed by the Head of 
the Department or the Ministry. They 
mu~t not ignore the practical aspect and 
the human relationship; in other words 
they must be good mixers. They must 
know how to gain the confidence of the 
farmers by listening to what they have to 
say, and then endeavour to put 
some of their theoretical or scientific 
ideas into practice. 

There was one Instructor in the North 
West District who was so much liked 
that when he was to be transferred to 
Georgetown in order to qualify for a 
higher post the people sent a petition ask
ing Government to keep him there. They 
were quite satisfied with him and did not 
want anybody else, no matter what deg
rees he held. They wanted that officer 
because he had gained their confidence 
and they were quite ready to accept his 
advice. The Department, however, ruled 
that he must come to Georgetown for 
further studies. I championed the cause 
of the new officer who was sent to the 
district, and appealed to the farmers to 
give him a chance. It turned out that 
he also gained the confidence of the far
mers. 

The point I desire to stress is that 
if farming is to be a success in Brit
ish Guiana the Agricultural Officers must 
know how to approach people so as to 
gain their confidence and co-operation. 
The farmer knows how to dig a hole and 
put in a plantain sucker, and he thinks he 
knows all about it. He does not know 
about diseases or what measures should 
be adopted to combat them. That is 
where the Instructor comes along and 
tells him what should be done and what 
should not be done. A more practical 
approach should be adopted by the Agri
cultural Instructor in imparting his know
ledge to the ordinary farmer, and I desire 
particularly to stress that agricultural 
officers should be men who are not afraid 
of the bush, who do not dislike being 
away from the City; men who are dedi
cated to their work. 

The Minister of Natural Resources 
(Mr. Beharry): I would like to con-

gratulate the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Gajraj, for his observations with re
spect to the Extension Service, and his 
suggestions with regard to a better dis
semination of information and knowledge 
to our farmers. I would like to draw to 
the attention of Members that there is to 
be a complete reorientation of our Exten
sion Service, starting this year. In my 
first year of office a programme to make 
more lands available to farmers was in
stituted, and we have seen the results in 
increased production. There is to be a 
complete reorientation of our Extension 
Service. We intend to carry out a pro
gramme of educating our farmers in 
more scientific methods of production by 
the use of fertilizers and better agricul
tural husbandry, so that they could pr<r
duce more on their existing holdings. A 
farmer can double his production on his 
present holding. For this purpose we 
have ear-marked a sum of $17,000 for a 
Progressive Farmers' Scheme. There are 
to be established in this country this year 
40 demonstration farms on farmers' 
holdings, in order that the farmers can 
see the benefit of research methods and 
modem agricultural husbandry. It i3 
proposed by the Department that in a 
particular district it would select the most 
respected farmer in the community, a 
man who has won the regard of his entire 
village, and on his farm we shall se!ect a 
piece or land to carry out demonstrations 
of modern technique in farming, so that 
ihe entire village may learn from this 
modem system of farming. 

I agree entirely with the observations 
by Members on the other side of the 
Table, and I want to assure them that 
provision has been made in this Budget 
for the setting up of these 40 demonstra
tion farms. The idea is to raise production 
not only by giving out more lands to far
mers but by increasing yields on existing 
cultivations. It is this policy that has 
influenced the Director of Agriculture to 
change some of the designations of offi
cers, so that there should be less rigidity 
about their functions and more co-ordin
ation of their efforts to assist the farmers 
in bringing about increased production. 
The whole idea is to give more assistance 
to our farmers. Last year the accent 
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[MR. BEHARIW] 

was on quantitative production; to make 
more lands available to farmers, ·but this 
reorientation is based on qualitative 
methods of production. We intend to 
demonstrate to the ' farmers the 'benefits 
that can accrue from more scientific 
methods of farming. We will watch to 
see what the results will be. 

With res]_)€et to the poultry industry 
and the compliment paid by the hon. 
Member for Georgetown South (Mr. J ai 
Narine Singh) to private enterprise, I 
agree with him that private enterprise 
has 0een responsible for the increase in 
poultry , produetion, but I would like to 
draw the hon. Member's1 attention to 
the· fact that the Department of Agricul
ture ,should also be complimented for 
the assistance and advice it bas given 
to poultry farmers . I can assure the 
hon. Member that the Veterinary Officer 
visits, Mr. Correia's farm every week and 
gives advice in respect of any disease 
that•m~y attack his poultry farm, and as 
regards methods of increasing produc
tion. So it would not be fair for the 
hon. Member to say that the Depart
ment of Agriculture did not assist private 
industry or encourage it to make this 
country self-sufficient in poultry produc
tion. 

·rt is true that in pre-war days peanuts 
were sold ·in our ·markets at 8 cents per 
lb., and so were several other commodi
ties. Standartls have risen since the 
war, and farmers as well as manu
facturers are demanding more for their 
produce because wage rates have risen. 
There has been a general rise in stan
dards of living, and.one should·not relate 
present prices to pre-war prices. I do 
admit that there is meed for us to make 
supplies of all produce available in 
abundance so that they may reach the 
consumers at reasonable prices, but to 
suggest that they should be sold at pre
war prices, I do not think that is possible 
in the world today. I would like to 
assure hon. Members that everything 
possible is being done to educate and 
disseminate I knowledge of modern agri
cultural husbandry so that our farmers 
can reap ,more ·of the fruits of their 
labour in the field of agriculture. 

Mr. Jackson: 'The hon. •Minister of 
Natural Resources bas this morning 
given a lesson to his colleagues on his 
-side 0f the Table, but I wish that some 
of them had not vacated their seats so 
that they would have learnt how to deal 
in this Council with matters which are 
of very grave importance to the economy 
of the country, taken as a whole. The 
Minister can be assured that as long as 
he adopts the attitude he bas adopted 
this morning he will get from this side 
of the Table (I think I can speak with 
confidence for all the Members on this 
side) all the support he deserves. I 
woulJ ask him to maintain that attitude, 
for only by so doing can the field which 
ne covers produce the success which he 
,oocs for with all bis heart. 

He says that there is going to be ,,a 

re-orientation in the field of "extension 
services" in the, Colony, and that this year 
we will see the fam1ers turning from the 
quantitative stage by taking up more 
land or all of the land which was avail
able last year. This year we will see 
farmers turning to qualitative produc
tion we are told. I assume that by 
qualitative production it is an indication 
that not only will the farmers be told 
what should be planted in the land, but 
where to plant it. It is known that all 
crops are not efficiently produced in 
every area. There should be some 
system whereby farmers could receive 
financial assistance until their crops are 
reaped, in order to prevent them from 
following unfair practices so far as their 
labourers are concerned. Farmers 
should be farmers, and they should be 
given financial as well as agricultural 
assistance. 

I think the hon. Minister of Natural 
Resources misunderstood what the hon. 
Member for Georgetown South said 
when he mentioned that peanut was 
once a commodity which was sold in 
pre-war days at 8c. per pound. I think 
the hon. Member was trying to point 
out that peanut could be successfully 
grown in this country, and that nothing 
has been done by way of research to en
courage farm:ers to grow peanut. No 
survey of the soil bas been made so that 
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the farmer would know whether it would 
pay him to plant peanut. 

We · have been told that there will be 
a progressive farmers' scheme where 40 
plots of land will be given to farmers 
who will be specially chosen to work 
them, A man may be highly respected 
in a community, but it does not follow 
that he will be the right sort of person 
to work a plot of land. I hope the 
highly respectable farmer referred to will 
not be a social one, and that consider
ation will be given to the farming ability 
which the farmer has demonstrated in 
the, field all along. 

In view of the difficulties we have seen 
in districts where farming is carried out, 
we can say seriously that the farmers 
the hon. Minister has in mind are now 
suffering from frustration. I think, if 
my mind is focussed correctly, that many 
of, the good farmers have given up their 
cultivations in the villages and have 
trekked into the City. 

As· the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Gajarj, has said it is a situation which 
we find in our midst today. The people 
who. have been working on the land have 
found it unremunerative and they have 
removed to the City to swell the ranks 
of the unemployed. It is to be hoped 
that these things will be taken into con
sideration by the hon. Minister of Na
tural Resources, and we will see not only 
a general but also a detailed account of 
his proposals placed before this Council 
during the current year. 

The Department of Agriculture is to 
be commended. It has certainly done a 
g0.0d job by way of assisting people in 
the poultry, cattle-rearing and rice indus
tries. We regret that it is necessary for 
us to criticize this Department after it has 
done such good work. 

I will now refer to what has taken 
place at Bartica. Extension work begun 
in the Bartica/Potaro area some time 
ago. The people were encouraged .by 
the Agricultural Department to embark 
on the cultivation of citrus and the rear
ing, of•cattle. Officers io. the Agricultural 

Department encouraged the people to 
purchase pedigree cattle, but now that 
there is a surplus of milk in the area the 
Departmedt has suddenly changed its 
policy. I understand that the Agricul
tural Officer who was giving very good 
advice to tbe people has been transferred 
to the Pomeroon District. 

I feel that it is unfair to the Agricul
tural Officers and to the Department to 
keep moving these officers around at 
short notice. A transfer should be made 
on the asst;imption that officers have c.er
tain responsibilities not only to Govern
ment but to their families . It is there
fore unfair to be changing them around 
because the Departments want to change 
the pattern of extension work. 

So far as Bartica is concerned, those 
people were encouraged to purchase pedi
gree cattle from the Agricultural Depart
ment, but i;nilk is now sent from George
town to Bartica where there is a surplus 
of that commodity. The farmers have 
complained about this aspect of the mat
ter, and I wonder whether the hon. Min
ister of Natural Resources has any know
ledge of it. If he has no knowledge of 
it, I wonder whether he will take the 
necessary steps to remedy the situation? 
The Department should not encourage 
people to improve the breed of their 
cattle and increase the production of milk 
today, and tomorrow change the entire 
system. The people at Bartica are now 
in a worse condition than hitherto and 
they are frustrated. 

With regard to the designation of.Age 
ricultural Assistants, I believe that it will 
take away from Agricultural Officers a 
great amount of their prestige. I think 
you can call a farmer an agriculturist, 
and his assistant will simply be a man 
who works with him planting seeds, til
ling the soU and so on. If it is proposed 
to change the designation of these officers 
it should not be changed from Agricul
tmal Instructors to Agricultural Assis
tants, because it will inteiiere with the 
work and prestige of the officers con
cerned. 1 n Agricultural Instructor is 
looked upon as somebody with higher 
training: than an Agricultural Assistant. 

~ 
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I understand that the object of the 
change in the designation of these Offi
cers is to enable the person in charge of 
Department to keep shifting them around 
in order to make them do work which 
does not come within their particular 
sphere of duties. If we are going to 
develop our agricultural potentialities; if, 
as the hon. Minister says, there is going 
to be a re-orientation of things in the 
Department, it will be necessary to have 
skilled people working in the field. The 
Minister will be starting something new 
and different from what has been done 
before, and he should have inen who 
specialize in certain things doing certain 
jobs. 

There is an item under this Head deal
ing with artificial insemination. I under
stand it is the intention of the Depart
ment to use the Agricultural Instructors 
who are now called Agricultural Assist
ants on the job of inseminating cattle. I 
also understand it is the intention to re
duce the number of workers who are 
doing very good work in this particular 
field, and make the Agricultural Assist
ants do the job. 

Several of these Agricultural Officers 
are called upon to sit on Economic Com
mittees and take part in other phases of 
agricultural development. It seems to me 
that the hon. Minister of Natural Re
sources will be well advised to take very 
good care when accepting suggestions 
from some of his officers with respect to 
the way in which certain work should be 
done. 

(The Minister of Natural Resources 
left the Chamber]. 

The Chairman : Yes! 

Mr. Jackson : I was speaking to the 
hon. Minister of Natural Resources who 
has just left the Chamber, and it will 
serve no useful purpose speaking in his 
absence. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Works (Mr. Ram Karran): The hon. 
Member should address the Chair. 

Mr. Jackson : I was addressing the 
hon. Minister of Natural Resources 
through the Chair. I was saying that I 
hope the hon. Minister will examine very 
carefully the suggestions he receives 
from his officers before he acts upon 
them, so that we, on this side of the 
Council, who are here to assist him in his 
work will be assured that he is not doing 
anything to bring about the destruction 
of his good intentions. I hope he will take 
the advice we have been giving him from 
day to day and will continue to give him 
next week. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: This is indeed 
a matter of great concern to this com
munity. I did not intend to deal with this 
matter at this stage, but since it bas arisen 
I might as well deal with it now. I read 
in the newspapers - and I take it that 
there is some authenticity in it - that 
about half a million dollars, worth of 
corn was sold. But still I see on the vans 
and elsewhere advertisement of poultry 
feed - Lipscombe, Pillsbury, Low and 
others - and we import $1 ½ million to 
$2 million worth of this commodity each 
year. 

This country is suffering from unem
ployment. We are producing the main 
items required for the production of 
poultry feeds, and yet the Department of 
Agriculture is putting embargoes on agri
cultural production. If the Minister can 
persuade the community by means of ex
tension work by the Department of Agri
culture to use local feed, he would not 
have to export bis corn. All bis broken 
rice would be used to supply the main 
starches required in the preparation of 
poultry food. It is true that he may 
have to import certain proteins or 
mineral matter. In so far as proteins are 
concerned, however, he can use meat 
or fish products available here and now 
going waste. 

The hon. Minister has thought fit to 
do something about this. Pork is being 
sold here at 60 cents per pound, and pig 
snouts and other meat are being im
ported. The Minister in his lack of vision, 
instead of converting com into meat, is 
exporting corn. Let him understand that 
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it is vision that saves a country, not 
chaos. 

He referred us to the extension 
schemes. What manner of extension 
work can ever be done on 40 farms with 
$17 ,000-just about $400 to each farm? 
The hon. Minister must realize that we 
on this side have some vision or under
standing about these matters. Probably 
he has in mind a single acre of land and 
doing the work in a half-hearted manner. 
What results can he upect then? Does 
he realize tllat it is in the interest of the 
farmers of this country that we should 
have more money for extension work? 
Either the Minister lacks courage or he 
lacks the courage to tell his colleagues 
of its importance. Most of the Agricul
tural Superintendents are people who 
drive in their motor-cars and say 'oh, 
they are planting corn there--! wonder 
if they will grow'. Can we help the farm
ers merely by talking? We want a practi
cal demonstration. 

While I am on this subject, I want to 
refer to the question of cassava. They 
were 2½ cents per pound and the Min
ister made them 1 ½ cents. Maybe he 
can consider this matter again. 

Maybe he can consider the matter of 
extension generally, bringing in meat 
production, whether from sheep, goats or 
else. Do not let this remain the concern of 
private enterprise only. Increase the vote 
of $17,000 to $80,000, allocating at 
least $2,000 to each farm. This will 
show loyalty to the farmers, and, through 
better production, a better way of living 
for the people of British Guiana. 

Mr. Jackson: As I said a while ago, 
it seems we will be on this Head today 
and all next week. It is quite true that 
we have to import poultry feed into this 
country and that poultry producers have 
to pay high prices for it, as they have 
embarked on bigger production as a re
sult of the encouragement given them by 
the Department of Agriculture. 

I noticed in the newspaper some 
weeks ago a controversy between Mr. 
Humphrey of the Tower Hotel arr~ the 

B.G. Broiler Council with respect to the 
price of poultry, and quite suddenly the 
price of local poultry went down to the 
price at which poultry from the United 
States is landed here. It was clear that 
something was wrong, and we could not 
get the local article at the same price 
or cheaper than what it was imported 
from the United States for. But yester
day I said that in producing the local 
commodity to replace what is imported, 
three factors ought to be considered : 
that is, the price of the local commodity, 
the quantity which will be put on the 
market, and the quality of it. 

I believe I am right in saying that an 
attempt was made by the Agriculture 
Department to produce poultry feed, but 
I am certain that the Department would 
admit that the quality of that product 
was very poor indeed, and so the feed 
did not take on with the local growers 
of poultry. People had to continue im
porting this article at very high prices. 
It is my opinion that it is not in the best 
interests that it should be done by a Gov
ernment Department, and the expert 
knowledge that we need is to tell us how 
to manufacture better feed locally. 

I shall refer during the course of this 
debate to other fields into which Govern
ment should not enter, but I want to say 
now that what Government should do in 
this field is to give the growers the benefit 
of research in order to help private en
terprise to go in for production on a 
more elaborate scale than it does at the 
moment. I hope the Minister will reject 
any ideas that poultry production should 
be a Government venture, for then we 
will not have the results we ought to 
have. 

Mr. Beharry: I have already stated in 
this Chamber that there is to be a com
plete re-orientation of the extension ser
vices. That includes teaching farmers to 
use excess produce to feed their livestock. 
The local demand for com has been met, 
and what has been sold to Trinidad -
and I may say at a favourable price to 
this country-is our excess supply. 

On this quC6tion of Government em-

• 



·~ 

~ 

·363 Appropriation Bill 14TH FEBRUARY, 1959 Budget Debate 364 

{MR. BEHARRY] 
barking on the manufacture of feed for 
,the poultry industry, I agree with the 
hon.'_Member for Georgetown South, and 
I may say that ·it is Government's policy 
Jo ' have this handed over to private in
dustry; and private industry would manu-
1{acture local poultry and livestock feed 
under the guidance of the Department of 
Agriculture. I want to assure hon. Mem
_b,ers that private industry, in collabora
tion with one of these manufacturers 
that the hon. Member for Georgetown 
·south · mentioned will start a feed factory 
in this country. 

· Mr: Jai Narine Singh : The only point 
I will reiterate to the hon. Minister is 
that the Field Extension Officers are not 
working hard enough to show people by 
practical means that they must use corn 
in British Guiana, especially since there 
is µow a difficulty in obtaining copra 
I_I1eal which is even greater than before. 

Corn helps to produce an excellent 
type of pork that is very good to the 
taste, and it is the duty of these officers 
to show by practical methods how it can 
be done. Their pigs can be turned into 
the market at a much earlier stage than 
ten months or a year. It is a 
practical proposition in large corn
growing countries like the U.S.A. and 
Argentine where an enormous quan
tity of com, millions of bushels, is used 
for animal food and converted into pork 
and beef. That is what I am trying to im
press on the Minister-that the Govern
ment should subsidize the use of corn 
through its Extension Service until the 
farmer is able to see from practical de
monstration that it is in bis best interest 
to make use of com. If that is done there 
will be no need to export a single pound 
of com. 

Mr. Tello : Is the hon. Minister in a 
position to tell us if the great programme 
for the use of fertilizers on coconut es
tates, which he mentioned yesterday; is 
being carried out under the supervision 
of any oµe of these officers, and will be 
extended throughout the country, and the 
precise areas that have been dealt with 
so far? 

Mr. Bebarry: I read from a report 
which s'.10ws that fertilizers are used on 
certain coconut estates on the East 
Coast. I will make inquiries and let the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, 
know which estates are using it, so that 
he may adopt it on his own estate. I have 
not had an opportunity to discuss the 
matter yet. 

Mr. Tello: Will the Minister also in
quire whether the experiment with the 
use of fertilizers is being carried out 
under the supervision of a qualified offi
cer. 

Mr. Beharry : I can assure the hon. 
Member that the Department is carrying 
out an educational programme with the 
coconut estate proprietors in the use of 
fertilizers in order to increase their yields. 
l t is being done with the guidance and 
advice of the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Davis: When I made that inquiry 
it was not for the purpose of any per
sonal gain. I wanted to get that informa
tion so that I could do some free exten
sion work for the Department. 

Mr. Gajraj : I was about to say that I 
am grateful to the hon. Minister for clari
fying that particular point, because bis 
remarks yesterday led me to believe that 
the programme of experiments with fer
tilizers was part of the Department's Ex
tension Service. Today we hear in no 
uncertain words that the fertilizing of 
these coconut areas is being done on pri
vate estates with the guidance of officers 
of the Department. 

One would have expected that in a 
matter of this kind an area would have 
been chosen for the experiment by the 
Department, even if that area was pri
vately owned, and that proper reports 
and records would have been kept so 
far as that experiment went, so as to be 
able to pass the experience on to others .. 
When my colleague, Mr. Davis, asked 
for the precise areas yesterday I quite 
agree that it might have been difficult fo;
the Minister to answer in precise terms, 
but one would have thought that since 
we were meeting today, and since the 
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particular sub-head had not been dis
posed of, the information would have 
been available to the Council today. The 
hon. Nominated Member did not ask for 
the information for his own benefit, but 
that the knowledge should be available 
to Members of the Council, so that as 
we come into contact with people we 
would be able to pass on the information 
in the same way as Mr. Davis said he 
would have been willing to do some free 
Extension work for the Department. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: As we have 
ventilated this subject and given our 
view to the hon. Minister, I beg to with
draw my Amendment. 

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I beg to move 
the reduction of item (20)-"Agricultural 
Engineer," $6,354 - by $1. As we 
travel about the country we see 
various types of machines operating on 
agricultural lands - machines owned by 
Government and by private enterprise. 
We see steel wheeled and caterpillar 
type tractors owned by co-operatives, by 
individual farmers, by large companies 
and by Government itself. We also see 
a large number of Government machines 
used for agricultural purposes lying 
abandoned, some of them incapable of 
being repaired. Thousands of dollars 
are thus lost in the export market. We 
see farmers being ruined and becoming 
insolvent through the use of the wrong 
types of machines. We have not yet 
seen a circular from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, or from the Depart
ment of Agriculture, suggesting to the 
agricultural community the best type of 
machine for any specified type of wo_rk. 
I have seen no directions as to the best 
types of machines to be used for digging 
ditches, ploughing, etc.- whether the 
Ferguson, fordson, David Brown, 
International or Caterpillar types of 
machines should be used for certain 
kinds of work. There is no direction 
from the Agricultural Engineer who is 
supposed to do Field and Extension 
work. I do not even see him moving 
from one part of the country to another. 
We do not know where he is stationed, 

_..±_ 

or whether he is moved from place to 
place. It is time the Minister- gave us 
some information in . this matter so. that 
we might pass it on to the farmers. 
There is need for some guidance from 
the Agricultural Engineer as to what 
types of machines the farmers should 
purchase. 

Mr. Hubbard: If I have misunder
stood the hon. Member's suggestion l 
will withdraw the remarks. I am going 
to make, but it seems to me that his 
suggestion would transgress a ·well 
established principle of commerce. · I 
would resent a Government officer issu
ing a directive that a particular make of 
machine should be used by farmers. 
All manufacturers are entitled to put 
their products on the market and they 
supply technical advice as to the use of 
their machines. To suggest that an 
officer of the Government should go 
around selling people's tractors is some
thing I would not endorse at all. 

Mr. Davis: I think that the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard, is 
completely confused. I own a couple 
of tractors and I wish to say here and 
now that I have never seen the Agricul
tural Engineer on any part of my farm, 
or even passing through. I suppose he 
flys over. That is the point the hon. 
Member for Georgetown South was 
making - that the farmers do not get 
the benefit of the Agricultural Engineer's 
knowledge and experience. Mr. Hub
bard has got a completely wrong slant 
and should be told so. 

Mr. Hubbard: If the hon. Member 
mean that by the issue of a circular from 
the Department of Agriculture the 
Agricultural Engineer should teach 
people how to use the machines, well 
the confusion is elsewhere than with me. 

Mr. Fredericks: I do not agree with 
my Friend on my left (Mr. Hubbard). 
I think what the hon. Member for 
Georgetown South intended to say was 
that the Department of Agriculture 
should have made tests of the various 
machines for ploughing, bulldozing and 
other agricultural jobs, and publish their 
findings so that the farmers might have 
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the benefit of those tests and act accord
ingly; noi that the Department should 
recommend a particular make of 
machine. 

Mr. Jili Narine Singh: For the assur
ance of the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Hubbard, my remarks were intended 
to convey that from his general know
ledge and experience the Agricultural 
Engineer should be able to advise 
generally on the best types of machines 
that should be purchased to do special 
types . of jobs. As far as brands are 
concerned that is a minor matter. The 
Majority Party in its heyday and at the 
hustings has advocated co-operative 
ownership, importation in bulk and bulk 
distribution. If the Agricultural En
gineer had recommended special types 
of machines Government would have 
been able to suggest what was best for 
the farmers. I join with the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, in say
ing that I have never seen the Agricul
tural Engineer even flying over, and 
apart from seeing his designation on 
the Estimates I do not know that he 
exists. 

Mr. Hubbard: Now that the hon. 
Member has made his point clear I feel 
that I should say that his suggestion is 
quite good. 

Mr. Beharry: We have one Agricul
tural Engineer attached to the Agricul
tural Department. If the hon Member 
thinks that he should have seen this 
officer on his estate, I can assure him 
that the officer has a lot of work to do. 

Mr. Davis: On a point of correction. 
lf the hon. Minister does not know, he 
should be informed that two engineers 
are employed by Government in that 
Department at the moment. 

Mr. Beharry: Subhead 20 states that 
provision is made for one Agricultural 
Engineer. I do not know whether the 
other man works free for Government. 

Mr. Davis: I do not want to call 
names. I know that a young Guianese 
who has recently returned to this country 
is now wotking as an Agricultural 

Engineer in the Department. There is 
another Agricultural Engineer who is, 
perhaps, in charge of the Mon Repos 
Station. 

Mr. Beharry: We are dealing with 
subhead 20 - "Agricultural Engineer," 
Department of Agriculture. I am say
ing that there is only one Agricultural 
Engineer provided for under this Head. 
I cannot understand how the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, and 
the hon. Member for Georgetown South 
could assume that because they have not 
seen this officer on their estates that he 
is either not working or not doing good 
work. 

I agree that there is need in the coun
try for such an officer, because the 
country is becoming more and more 
mechanized and people are getting ac
customed to the use of machines. The 
hon. Member says that there is need for 
more Agricultural Engineers and that 
they should give information as to what 
type of machinery farmers should plough 
their fields with, how they should reap 
their crops and other aspects of the use 
of machinery. 

I have had reports from the Depart
ment of Agriculture over and over show
ing where the Agricultural Engineer 
went into the country districts and in
structed farmers as to the correct way 
in which their machines should be used. 
Because the hon. Members have not 
seen this officer on their estates, it does 
not necessarily follow that he is not 
doing a good job. 

The Engineer of the Department has 
been trying to find a machine that could 
plant padi, and he hopes to be able to 
plant rice with machines instead of us
ing manual labour. The Department is 
also trying to find a machine that could 
reap rice. We are hoping to get rid of 
red rice by planting rice with machines. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: Is the hon. 
Minister now seeking to obtain a 
machine that can plant rice? He is 
certainly living in the past, and is not 
paying attention to what is going on in 
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the country so far as the rice industry 
is concerned. We have gone beyond 
the day when we transplanted rice. 

Mr. Beharry: The hon. Member is 
referring to people with large holdings. 
Over 50% of the farmers are people 
with small holdings and they have to 
transplant rice. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: The small 
holder has no machine, and he does not 
even dream of owning a machine. The 
Government should be prepared to make 
machines available to the small holder, 
and the experience of the Agricultural 
Engineer should be placed at his 
disposal. 

The hon. Minister spoke about the 
work the Agricultural Engineer is doing. 
I have a farm on the West Coast, and 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, 
has one on the East Coast. I am not 
desirous of seeing the Agricultural En
gineer on my farm, because he may be 
incapable of giving me beneficial advice. 
I merely tendered my personal know
ledge and the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Davis, did the same thing to show 
that we have farms in the areas and 
know that the person who is supposed to 
give advice is a mere myth and is not 
doing extension work. The hon. Minister 
must realize that we are merely raising 
these matters in the interest of the 
public, and we hope that he will be 
goaded to make his officers work in the 
interest of the country rather than 
idling complacently while thinking of 
theories. 

If the Agricultural Engineer is sta
tioned at Mon Repos, I think that 
Extension Station is too much of a model 
to be used for the purpose. He should 
not be working at Mon Repos, but he 
should be doing extension work in the 
field. I want the hon. Minister to under
stand that I have nothing against the 
Agricultural Engineer, and I am merely 
trying to give advice in the hope that it 
will be accepted. I am not going to 
seek advice from someone who is un
able to give it to me. 

I have referred to the West Coast and 
East Coast areas to show that he has not 
done work there. Essequibo is a very 
remote area, and I do not think he _will 
ever reach there. 

Mr. Campbell: With regard to the 
question of machines, the Agricultural 
Engineer should be able to advise 
farmers on what type of machine they 
shCJllld use in mechanized farms, 
especially in the rural areas. One of 
the most crying needs on the farm in 
the North West District and elsewhere 
is a machine capable of weeding grass. 
Up to now no machine has been evolved 
in any part of the world to answer the 
question. The weeding of grass is the 
most expensive item on a farm. If a 
machine can be made to weed grass 
without breaking down continually, I 
would like to hear about it. If the Agri
cultural Engineer can tell us something 
about such a machine, the farmers will 
be very glad to hear about it. 

Mr. Jackson: I would like to say 
something in the presence of the hon. 
Minister of Natural Resources, so I will 
have to take my seat until he returns. 

The Chairman: I do not know if 
anyone else wishes to speak. If the hon. 
Minister does not return in five minutes,' 
shall we sit in silence? 

Mr. Jackson: I do not anticipate 
that, but I am sorry the hon. Minister 
is not present. Since we met in Finance 
Committee I have had information which 
makes me question the number of En
gineers under this item. I gather that 
there are two officers working in the De
partment of Agriculture. If there are two 
then where is the money coming from to 
pay the other officer? I understand that 
the policy is not to name officers, and I 
should be grateful if the hon. Minister 
of Natural Resources would return in 
time to reply to my question. Why are 
we providing for one Agricultural En
gineer when two are actually working in 
the Department? I understand that one 
is working in the technical field and the . 
other one is working on an administra
tive level, so there is something wrong 
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with the Estimates and with what is 
happening in the Department of Agricul
ture. 

Mr. Campbell: I take it there is no 
answer about these weeding machines. 

The Chief Secretary rose-

Mr . .Tai Narine Singh: I rise again 
to ask the Government - that is, the 
responsible Government - what is the 
Agricultural Engineer doing outside of 
itihe rice or the sugar industry? They 
have taken steps to protect other agri
cultural crops by placing a high duty on 
potatoes. What steps are now being 
taken to introduce machinery for the 
protection of tannias, yarns, cassava, 
eddoes and other crops of that nature? 
It is true that the Agricultural Engineer 
finds himself in the rice field, but that 
crop is largely in the hands of private 
enterprise. The Minister of Natural 
Resources is not here, but the Govern
ment is responsible as a whole, and 
maybe the Minister of Trade and Indus
try wHl answer. 

Mr. Gajraj: I wish to say that the 
Members on this side seem to be ad
dressing empty chairs. Points are made 
and they should be answered by the 
Ministers. If the Ministers are other
wise engaged, then perhaps Your Honour 
might consider taking an application for 
an adjournment to a later stage. I t is 
useless our talking merely for the record. 

Mr . .Tai Narine Singh: In addition T 
wish to add this to what the hon. 
Member, Mr. Gajraj said: we have met 
this morning at the instance of the 
Government, and it is a discourtesy to 
Members of the "Opposition" to see 
empty chairs on the other side of the 
Chamber. If the Government is absent in 
this matter, we will await their pleasure, 
and debate the issue when they have the 
pleasure of attending. 

Mr. Beharry: Mr. Chairman, I am 
very sorry, but I had to go out of the 
Chamber. The Agricultural Adviser to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
paid us a visit, and I just wante.cl to say 

good-bye, as he is leaving tomonow. 
In fact I had asked to discuss our Pro
gramme with him before he leaves. I 
just went outside for that reason, and I 
meant no discourtesy to Members of 
the "Opposition". 

Mr. Gajraj: I am sure that none of 
us here would not wish the hon. Minister 
to continue having discussions with the 
Adviser, and if he wishes, a Motion for 
the adjournment may be entertained on 
this side. 

The Chief Secretary: To answer the 
question raised by the Member for 
Georgetown South about the Agricul
tural Engineers, I understand the 
position at the present time is that we 
have one Agricultural Engineer on con
tract. This contract is about to expire. 
Another Engineer who has been in train
ing, has recently assumed duty and he 
will take over from the contract officer. 
Money is available to pay two salaries 
during the year. I understand that the 
contract officer is coming back after
wards as an Agricultural Officer. 

Mr. Gajraj: May I inquire if the 
Agricultural Engineer is expected also 
to give advice on the maintenance of 
machines? I ask this question because 
it is generally appreciated that a large 
number of our agricultural machines -
mechanical equipment - find them
selves in the possession of small farmers, 
who may cultivate as many as 20 acres 
of rice land. I believe that if these 
farmers do not get proper training in the 
operation and maintenance of their 
machines, they will not get good value 
from their investment. Suggestions have 
been made in the past for some ann of 
Government to extend its services by 
way of schools in the various fanning 
areas. I do not know whether it is con
sidered one of the functions of the 
Agricultural Engineer, and maybe the 
hon Minister will enlighten us. 

Mr. Beharry: On this question of 
the use and maintenance of agricultural 
machinery, I said before that our Agri
cultural Engineer, from the time he 
came back to this country, has been 
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holding talks with farmers in the dis
tricts, and that is one way of trying to 
educat:e the farmers. Arising out of a 
Committee meeting held by Government, 
it was discovered that it is necessary for 
the commercial undertakings selling 
machines to farmers to assist farmers in 
the proper use of their machines through 
agents in the districts and otherwise. 

I think the Minister of Trade and 
Industry has already written the com
mercial undertakings asking them to 
make available more information in this 
regard. With the limited resources of 
the Department, the most we can do is 
being done right now. The Agricultural 
Engineer was in the Corentyne area, and 
he is expected to be back in Georgetown 
on Monday. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I asked what 
effort was being made by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources to channel some 
information and some engineering know
ledge into the field of production of such_ 
crops as tannias, eddoes, yams, cassava 
and plantains, now that we have this pro
tective and revenue-raising tax on pota
toes, in order that we may be able to 
produce those products and at a much 
lower cost than we have done thus far, 
and in greater quantities to meet the 
demand that will naturally arise. I want 
to know whether the Agricultural Engin
eer has taken any steps to recommend 
suitable machines to the farmers, and 
whether Government intends to make 
such machines available to our farmers. 

Mr. Beharry: As I have said before, 
investigations as to the use of machines 
are being carried out by the Department 
of Agriculture. and will continue to 
be carried out in the field of pro
duction, whether it is rice, tannias, 
eddoes or cassava, and, wherever possi
ble, information will be passed on to the 
farmers. -

Mr, Jai Narine Singh: Will the Min
ister say whether those investigations in
clude the cultivation and reaping of tan
nias, eddoes, yams, cassava .and plantains 

by mechanical means? I would also like 
to know where in British Guiana is this 
Field and Extension work being carried 
on. 

Mr. Beharry: I do not know if the 
hon. Member is really confused, or is try
ing to confuse this Council. I know that 
farmers who plant cassava, eddoes and 
such things use bulldozers, tractors and 
such machines to prepare the land, but 
there is no machine in the country at pre
sent which can reap tannias, eddoes, cas
sava and such crops. If and when we 
can find machines -which can reap such 
crops the Department of Agriculture will 
advise the farmers. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: Is the Minister 
investigating the availability of those 
machines himself? To my knowledge 
they exist-maybe not in British Guiana. 
There are machines for the reaping of 
root crops. A farmer in the U.S.A. 
reaps his potatoes by means of machines; 
he does not reap with his hands. He 
also uses a machine to plant them. I 
want the Minister to reaiize that we are 
interested in reducing the cost of produc
tion so that these products may reach the 
market at low prices, and the fanner may 
be able to produce them in abundance so 
that they may be used not only for human 
consumption but for feeding animals. 
This is Field and Extension work and we 
want some work done in that field. The 
Agricultural Engineer should be instruc
ted by the far-seeing vision of the Minis
ter to do some work in this respect. 

Mr. Beharry: 1 do not understand 
how the hon. Member can compare farm
ing in the U.S.A. with that in British 
Guiana. There is a subsidy of $8 million 
to farmers in the U.S.A. as compared 
with $310,000 in this country, and even 
that expenditure is criticized from time 
to time. I visualize, and I think the hon. 
Member should be able to appreciate, 
that farming is a tremendous industry in 
the U.S.A. Farmers in this country are 
peasants, producing eddoes, tannias and 
other peasant crops. I can assure the 
hon. Member that everything is being 
done within the limits of the funds pro
·1ided for the Department of Agriculture, 
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to find the answers to these problems. 

The Chairman: We are supposed to 
stop at twelve o'clock. If the discussion 
on the item is not concluded now we 
shall have to return to it later. We have 
to resume in Council and then adjourn to 
another day. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: As Your Hon
our wishes. 

The Chairman : If we have to resume 
the debate we will. I am not stopping 
anybody. 

The Financial Secretary: I move that 
the Council resume. 

Agreed to. 

Council resumed. 

INACCURATE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

The Chief Secretary: May I make re-
ference, Sir, to a matter of some import
tance and apologize for not doing so at 
the proper time. There is a mis-state
ment of fact in the editorial of today's 
"Daily Argosy" which I feel should not 
go unchallenged, because it does cast a 
reflection on the whole Council, I think, 
and not just on those of us on this side of 
the Table. Since I am personally 
involved I should like to read the parti
cular passage in the article which says: 

'The rushing of the Budget through its 
second reading after the strength of the 
Opposition had been depleted by the walk
out of four of its members might be called 
a clever manoeuvre of the Government ... " 

Then the article goes on to be critical. An 
editor is entitled to express his views but 
that statement is completely wrong. The 
Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill was taken with all Members present, 
and I should like the statement in the ar
ticle to be corrected and the correction 
put on record. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Dr. Jagan): I also would like to refer to 
the same editorial, because I think it is a 
violent and vicious attack on me person-

ally. I would like to read the particular 
paragraph which says: 

"We are well aware of Dr. Jagan's dislike 
and intolerance for opposition ... " 

Mr. Burnham: I rise to a point of 
order! That is not a matter of privilege. 
An editor is entitled to his opinion of any 
politician. I intend to speak on the mat
ter later. 

Mr. Speaker: I think the question 
which has been referred to by the hon. the 
Chief Secretary is properly mentioned. I 
have not yet seen the Hansard report, but 
my recollection is that when the vote was 
taken on the Second Reading of the Bill 
the Council was full. I think that is cor
rect. There may have been one or two 
Members absent, but I think the Council 
was full. The hon. the Chief Secretary 
is right in that regard. 

1 have not had the opportunity of read
ing the article and, at this moment, I can 
say nothing of it myself. If it is a matter 
of opinion or comment, surely there are 
other remedies and I do not think this is 
the moment to discuss it. 

I permitted what was said by the hon. 
the Chief Secretary, because he said that 
he was referring to a statement of fact 
which could easily be dealt with, but if 
there is going to be a matter of contro
versy I am afraid we cannot deal with it 
today. If no proper reference can he 
made to any other part of the article--! 
do not know whether there are any pro
per references to be made or not-I think 
another opportunity should be chosen to 
deal with that. 

Dr. Jagan: If you are not going to 
permit me to state my point now, I want 
to inform you that I will speak on the 
matter at the next meeting--

Mr. Speaker: I am still on my 1egs! 
Whatever it is, I think a better opportun
ity should be chosen to deal with it. I 
can express no opinion on it because I do 
not know what it is. I will adjourn this 
Council until--

Mr. Burnham: I will ask your indul-
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gence to say that I agree with the hon. the 
Chief Secretary that the matter should be 
corrected. As one of those who left the 
Chamber, I would like to say categori
cally that there was no question of the 
Second Reading of the Bill being taken 
after the Opposition had been depleted. 
I thing the article is absolutely inaccurate 
and should be corrected. 

Mr. Speaker: I have already said so. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I feel that the 
deliberations of this Council should be 
broadcast to the public in the same way 
as is done in Trinidad, and I should be 
grateful if Government would take the 
necessary steps to have that done. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not think this is 
the proper time for that. I should like 
to know when we are going to resume the 
debate on the Budget. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Chief Secretary: What about 
Monday, Sir? 

Mr. Hubbard: Tuesday. 

The Chief Secretary: I would suggest 
Monday at 2.00 p.m. 

Mr. Fredericks: I would not be avail
able on any Monday. 

Mr. Davis: I am in the same position 
as the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Fredericks, and I would suggest Tuesday. 

The Chief Secretary: I beg to move 
that this Council adjourns until Tuesday, 
17th February, 1959, at 2.00 p .m. It 
may be necessary to adjourn at 5 p.m., 
and resume at 8.15 p.m. in order to get 
through the Budget. 

Mr. Speaker: This Council stands 
adjourned until 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
17th February, 1959. There may be 
evening Sessions at 8.15 p.m., if you so 
desire. 

Council adjourned at 12.05 p.m . 
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