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MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, 10th Novem­
ber, 1960, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed. · · '·

ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING 
OF QUESTIONS 

MANAGEMENT OF B.G. AIRWAYS

Mr. Tello: I beg to ask the hon. 
Minister of Communications and Works 
(Mr. Ram · Karran), Question No. 32 
standing in my name on the Order Paper. 
It reads as follows: Will the Minister 
of Communications and Works state 
whether anyone is being trained to take 
over the management of B.G. Airways 
after the agreement between Government 
and British West Indian Airways for 
running the Company terminates? 

The Minister of Natnral Resources 
(Mr. Benn): On behalf of the Minis­
ter of Communications and Works, I 
wish to make the following reply: There 
is no agreement in existence at present 
between Government and the British 
West Indian Airways for the manage­
ment of British Guiana Airways. 

- . . ' 

There ai'e British Guianese now 
employed with British Overseas Airways 
Corporation in London and with British 
Guiana Airways as well as the' Depart­
ment of Civil Aviation in this country, 
who are gaining experience in airline 
business. 

There should be ,no difficulty in hav­
ing a management course tailored to fit 
whichever candidate is selected as bein!! 
mo-st suitable for appointment as the 
future Manager of British Guiana Air­
ways. 

Mr. Tello: As a Su_pplementary 
Question: · Do I understand, from the 
answer to the question, that t�se 
Guianese employed with the British 

'. 
� ,I 

I • ' ., ; 

Overse�s' Ain;ays 'corporation in Lon­
don, the British Guiana Airways and the 
Department of Civil Aviation, would be 
invited as candidates to be considered 
for appointment in succession to the 
present Manager? 

[No reply lrns offered.} 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

MOTIONS 
BOYCOTT OF TRADE WITH . 

SOUTH AFRICA , 

• 

Mr. Speaker: There is a Motion 
standing in the name of the hon. Member 
for Central Georgetown which reads as 
follows: 

"Resolved: That this Council re-
commend� to Government that all trade 
between British Guiana and the Union 
of South Africa be prohibited." 

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Speaker, I 
think it was during the month of March 
this year, that the civilized wmld was 
shocked by the massacre of 24 Africans 
at Sharpeville and Pondoland; and I 
believe that it was during that month that 
the Motion expressing solidarity with the 
relatives of the decea.sed and criticism of 
the government which was responsible 
for that massacre was passed in this 
Council. 

During that month also, Mr. 
Speaker, as far as my infonnation goes, "­
there were demonstrations and public 
meetings throughout the world, and 
British Guiana �aw some of those de­
monstrations and public meetings. There 
has also been started, a fund in British 
Guiana for the assistance of those who 
are fighting apartheid in South Afrjca 
and the relatives of those who had been
slaughtered as a result of the shootings 
at Sharpeville and Pondoland. 

B�t, Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 
that it is not sufficient to merely join in 
those expressions of solidarily. lt seems 
to me, too, not sufficient to express pious 
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sentiments directed against the philoso­
phy of the South African Government. 
Something much more definite and active 
must be done, and that is the reason for 
my moving this Motion which, incident­
ally, I tabled last year and which had to 
be renewed this year, on the 9_th January. 

l must express some concern and
disappointment at the fact that this Gov­
ernment has taken so long before bring­
ing this Motion before the Council. I 
cannot understand the reason for their 
sleeping on it this long, and I cannot see 
that there are any complications whatso­
ever. The whole South African Govem­
ment1s policy is to be deprecated, and the 
shootings at Sharpeville and Pondoland 
were just the culmination of a most dis­
gusting policy. Not only are the native 
Africans - the original inhabitants of 
the country - robbed of their political 
rights, but they are also destitute of 
human rights. They are not allowed to 
organize trade unions in the same way 
as the whites are. It is an offence for 
them to · strike,· and the · trade union 
leaders are, from time to time, pro­
secuted. 

Since the Sharpeville and Pondoland 
incidents, there have been mass arrests, 
particularly of Africans and a few well­
meaning members of other racial groups. 
Since these incidents have taken place, 
countries. like Ghana, Malaya and 
. Jamaica have decided to apply a total 
boycott of South African goods. In 
these days when we avoid, if possible, 
the necessity for using force, I submit 
that the most potent instrument i.s the 
instrument of the boycott or economic 
sanctions. 

Unfortunately, the United Kingdom 
Govt:!rnment does not see fit to do what 
Ghana, Malaya and Jamaica have done, 
but there is a Movement in Britain which 
is - gaming momentum; and I feel that 
we, in. British Gui:rn:1. as a Colonial 
territory soon to be independent, should 

not necessarily or at all take a cue from 
the United Kingdom Government, but 
from countries like Jamaica, Ghana and 
Malaya. 

The boycott which has been insti­
tuted against South Africa has had severe 
effects, and the Minister of Transport ih 
South Africa, speaking in August this 
year, has had to concede that if the boy­
cott by the vario11s parts of the world 
were to continue, an economic crisis 
would be reached sometime in South 
Africa. That is exactly what we want. 
We want an economic crisis to be 
reached as a result of pressure from out­
side, so that the Government can be 
pressurized and that there may be some 
change in the Government. 

British Guiana's imports from 
South Africa last year w.ere valued at 
$213,612. This year, between January 
an,d July, we imported from South Africa 
$57,347 worth of goods. On the other 
hand, during last year we exported only 
$400 worth of goods to South Africa, but 
between January and July this year we 
have exported $34,331 worth of goods to 
South Africa. In the first place it is to 
be oqserved that our imports from South 
Africa do not represent a very substantial 
part of South Africa's trade. Fo,r in­
stance, the whole of the British West Ind­
ies between January and July, 1959, were 
only responsible for .2 per cent. of South 
Africa's total trade . 

But in these days it is not so much 
the amount that matters, because if a 
number of countries, each of them not 
importing a great deal from South Africa, 
were to decide, all of them, to boycott 
South African goods there is no doubt 
that the cumulative effect would be to 
cut down considerably South Africa's ex­
ports. During the first six months of 
this year, for instance, South Africa's 
unfavourable trade balance as a result of 
the boycott by scver�l countlics of South 
African goods, amounted·· to £ :io mill-
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ion more than the unfavourable balance 
for the same period in 1959, and I think 
that we in British Gui,ma can make our 
contributibn by refusing to imp·ort any 
South Africa gootls, and since our ex­
ports to South Africa are so small we can 
also refuse to sell anything to them. 
Sotith African canned fruits, South 
African \Vines, South African peanut 
butter and various other products of 
South Africa- have no right to come into 
fl country like British Guiana at all. 
They are cheaper than imports from parts 
of the world of similar commodities, be­
cause they are produced on the blood and 
sweat of the African who is treated like a 
dog. And we would be unfair to our­
selves, our country and to humanity if
we in any way contributed towards the 
economic prosperity of a Government and 
a c01,mtzy, the philosophy of which is 
apartheid. 

It is not usual for me, when intro­
ducing a Motion like this one, to sp:ak �t 
,my length, because I cannot conceive at 
this moment of any opposition to this 
Motion. If, however, any person ,vants 
to move any Amendment or in any way 
proposes to oppose it, I will exercise my 
right to reply. J accordingly move: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends to Government that all trade 
between British Guiana and the Union ot 

South Africa be prohibited." 

The Minister of Labour, Bea.Ith and 
Housing (Mrs. Jagan): I rise to se.c­
ori.a this Motion recommending that all 
trade between British Guiana and South 
Africa be prohibited. This Council has 
already had a lengthy debate on this very 
complicated question of apartheid exist­
ing in South Africa. In July, 1952, 
th�re was a debate in this Chamber on a 
Motion nioved by the then Hon. Lionel 
Luckhoo asking that the Council express 
its disapproval of the racial segregation 
existiµg ih South Afri�a. Actually, prior 
to that time the Hon. Dr. Jagan bad tabled 

a M6Uori' ih i 9 5 i aslcirig ffi.e Cdunfi.1 to 
conmdet mucfi ilie same policy. How­
eter, his Motion wa:s never deb'ated, &ut 
tlie de�·ate in Juiy, 195'2, is one _w1f!ch 
too'k p'lace �#fiin recent times, and I o·e-­

lieN!· mtist :M�fribers here are aware of

that debate a:iifl the keeri interest sti'otvil 
by Members of the Council and also by 
fuerriHefs o'f tt-le commutiity. With your 
p'effuissibii, Mf. -�pe'aker, I would like to 
tjilote tr&iri the Hansard report of Uie- de­
bate bn the 25th Jtily, 1952: 

"Dr. J'agan: ... But let me .tssure 
tion., lvI,em)Jers t!Jat what is happening in 
South Afric11 today is not merely a racial 
QUCstiori. H ... is �hove, all an ec_oriC?,mic 
problem. Tlie hon. Mover has given Us 
d number of Acts which were passed by 
tlie South African. G,overnment, bj:1t w_hen 
ive examine all of them - wqetner it is 
ihe brodp Areas Act, or the inlier�fa:cial 
Mixed Marriages Act, oi the PopuhWtin 
kegistratiori Act - we would see that 
what the South African Government has 
clone is merely to use the poiitical power 
l.vHich it bas to deny economic rise to the 
111asses of the people of Stiiitli Afrifai.'; 

He went on further to say: 
1'1t is noi, as I have said before, 

merely a matter of racial segregation. 
Above all it is a means of using -the poli­
tical power to keep t.he inasses of the 
people in a subservient state, in a down­
tfosJden state; to keep them half-starved 
aiid ill educa:ted. That is the position 
1-.ie are dealiiig wilh irl South Africa.;, 

Dr. Jagan went on further to sug­
gest an amendment to the Motion ex­
pressing abhorrence at the policy of racial • 
segregation as enforced by the Govefn­
men t of South Africa. His Amendment 
read: 

'"And be it further resolved that tl;iis 
Council recommend to Government the 
immediate cessation of all trade with the 
Unibn of South Africa." 

So we can see that in 1952 the Leg­
islature debale.cl a more or less similar 
Motion, and we cannot help observing 
that what was happening eight years ago 
in South Africa has hardly eharrged, . The 
1�::pression about which all of us felt so 
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strongly over eight yea.ts ago has perhaps 
mcreased; and perhaps one of the blood­
iest spectacles occutred quite recently 
when there was an outrage in South 
Africa. The outrage was so great that 
here in British Guiana an Anti-apartheid 
Committee was organized not only to ex­
press its sympathy with the situation in 
South Africa but also to take more posi­
tivt! steps, diie of them being to urge a 
boycott of South African goods, and ef­
forts were made to get the Trade Union 
Movement and otheir groups to urge their 
members hot to buy South African goods. 
ln fact this Committee went so far as to 
itemize the various goods this country was 
imp0•rting from South Africa and to ad­
vise persons not to buy them. 

The Committee also raised a con­
siderable sum of money to send to the 
families of ,the victims of the outrage so 
as to give them substantial financial 
assistance, 1 think we can all remember 
the demonstration that took place 
throughout the City, led by the Com­
�tt1,:e, which included representatives of 
t_he T.U.C. and the political party which 
I represent. The demonstration, which 
was perhaps one of the largest ever seen 
in the Cify of Georgetown, and which 
was jollied by persons fr;om all walks of 
life, gave real expression to the sentiments 
of the·people of this country on this issue 
of what is happening in South Africa. 

The political paity which I represent 
bas for many years exp-ressed its keen 
sympathy with the struggle now going on 
in South Africa to bring equality to those 
people. It has also given financial assist­
ance to them and has taken a firm stand 
in the matter wherever possible. One 
particular incident which many of us 
know about I would like to refer to be­
cause it occurred in fairly recent times. 
The Hon. Dr. Jagan expressed publicly 
his view that a West Indian cricket team 
soouio not play in South Africa under the 
conc!itions existing there, unless its all-

coloured team was acceptea in fultl 
equality. His public statement was very 
ini1ch criticized locally, but one of our 
greatest sportsmen in this countty gave it 
support_ But what is interesting is 19 
know what was the reaction to South 
Africa. and I would like to read from
"Thun'det" of September 261 19 59, ail 
extract from a letter to tne People's Pr6-
gressive Party from Mr: D. Nokwe, 
Secretary General of the African National 
Congress, who wrote: 

''We were greatly impressed When we 
read an article by Dr. Cheddi Jagan in 
which he objected to Worrell's tour of our 
couniry. We are happy to say that 
through our joint efforts we y.,ere able to 
make sportsmen ,understand that the tour 
would. not be, in the interests of our 
struggle. We should express our gratitude 
to your countrymen for agreeing to call 
off this tour. 

The soiidarity of your organisation 
with the cause of our people inspires us 
and confirms our belief that your dis­
abilities as well as ours are temporary." 

This brought British Guiana into the 
international light or sphere by taking 
part in the international resedhii.ent of the 
situation in South Africa. 

I would like to refer to one or two 
instances of wbat has taken place there 
in support of this Motion, and one bf the 
reasons why we must not oniy give moral 
and financial support to the South Afri­
cans who are fighting against one of the 
greatest acts of suppression in modern 
history, but also make efforts to brino 

. . b 

economic sanctions to bear against that 
country. All of us are aware that the 
United Nations have from time to time 
taken up the issue of South Africa. The 
Reverend Michael Scott, who experienced 
much of the oppression there, at one time 
attempted to spl:lalc at the United Natiorn 
but, as far as I can recall, his attempt was 
held back. 

I have bere an interesting booklet 
called "The Threatened People;,. It te­
fers to the oase for a South African oemo-
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cracy, and it is issued by the South Afri­
can Congress of Democrats, Johannes­
burg. What I believe is a very moving 
�ntroduction in support of the case, is a 
quotation from Abraham Lincoln in 1858 
when . he was President of the United 
States. He said, and I quote: 

"\Vhen ... you have succeeded in 
dehumanising the Negro, when you have 
put him dowrr and made it impossible for 
him to live but as the beasts of the field; 
when you have extinguished his soul in 
this world and placed him where the ray 
of hope is blown out as in the darkness 
of the dammed, are you quite sure that 
the demon you have roused will not turn 
and rend you ? 

If you make yourself familiar with 
the chains of bondage you prepare your 
own limbs to wear them. Accustom your­
selv-es to trample out rights of others and 
you have lost the genius of your own 
independence and become the fit subjects 
of the first cunning tyrant who rises 
among you ... " 

The writer of this book continues: 

"We in South Africa have accustomed 
ourselves to the trampling out of the rights 
of others. 

We have succeeded in dehumanising 
the Negro and in making ourselves 
familiar with the chains of bondage. 
Never have we been more familiar with 
them than since May 1948 when the 
Nationalist Government was returned to 
power. 

"We have seen mounting attacks on 
the Rule of Law and the rights of the 
courts; attacks on the freedoms of asso­
ciation and speech and on the rights of 
trade unions; attacks on civil liberties, 
with the aim of stilling criticism from 

those outspokenly opposed to the Nation­
alist Government." 

We know that in South Africa today 
tho� who lift their voices to object 
against wrong things are thrown into 
gaol. Many of · them are indicted under 
the Suppression of Communism Act, 
1950, and the people who raised their 
voices were tenned Communists in South
Afi;ica. · 

• .. 
. .

A booklet from The Publications 
Division, Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Government of India, 
states: 

"Suppression of Communism Act 
1950: This Act. pa,sed in 1950 by the 
Union Parliament, replaces the earlier 
Anti-Communism Act. The change wa� 
not merely ooe of name; the latter act i� 
more inclusive. It empoweri the execu­
rivc to take actioa not only against com­
munists but those who encourage hostility 
between European and non-European 
races. While the racial policy of the 
Union Government does not have the 
:,pprobation of international op1ruon, 
executive action against those who trans­
gress racial laws would not evoke s•uch 
unanimous disapproval, if undertaken in 
the name of a crusade against com­
munism. This Act is in reality a measure 
to suppress just agitation by Indians and 
Africans for redress of g e n u i n e 
grievances." 

The Government of India's Infor­
mation Bureau has supported this general 
contention made by other writers; that 
the Suppression of Communism Act is 
nothing but a cover to gaol and confine 
people who try to oppose the stratific­
ation of society laid down by the 
apartheid policy in South Africa. 

�r. Fenner Brockway, �riting this 
year m a most interesting booklet qilled 
"Africa's Year of Destiny", states: 

"THE CLIMAX OF CRISIS 
Sou th Africa 

w.e turn to South Africa. where
crisis is moving to climax. 

South Africa has become the decisive 
batilcground where the issue will be fought 
to a conclusion between those who be­
Ji.eve in racial equality and co-operative 
association and those who believe in ,he 
superiority of the White races and the 
isolation of the 'coloured' peoples in 
�epa rate communities." 

He attacks the apartheid policy and re­
fers to the pressure in the United Nations. 
He states: 

"Year after year resolutions protest­
ing ngain,t South Africa's apartheid policy 
have come before the United Nations 

.. 
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.. _..-_P,olitical : Co.:nr:dttce :md. the Gene_ral· · Assembly. T'ne South African deleg�tion
has absented itself, claiming that the issue 
is entirely a matter of internal policy. 
The sponsors of the resolution h:ive 
pointed out that the Charl�r of the U01ted 
Nations and the Declaration· of Human 
Rights pledge all th� Member States to 
practise human equality. A� th� General 
Assembly in 1959 the resolution was 
carried by 63 votes to 3." 

Some critics in British Guiana 
always say that Guianese must not delve 
into the internal effa:irs of other nations. 
Though we have expressed sympathy with 
similar struggles in Nyasaland, Nigeria, 
Kenya, etc., those who cannot stand inter­
national solidarity always use the argu­
ment. used by the South African Govern­
ment when the matter is raised in the 
United Nations: it is an internal affair. 

I believe we have reached the stage 
where the whole world feels that the siru­
ation in South Africa is so intense that it 
has become the personal concern of many 
nations and millions of people. Therefore 
it is the appropriate time that this Legis­
lative Council should take its stand with 
those countries that have already ex­
pressed themselves very clearly on the 
subject of oppression in South Africa. It 
i.s evident that we should go beyond an 
expression of sympathy, and ask that 
trade sanctions be intro<luced. 

It is true that the restrictions of 
International Trade Agreements such as 
G.A.T.T. have for some time stood in the 
way of certain countries taking an open 
stand on this question of South African 
Trade. This matter has been given care­
ful consideration, and it is felt that, in 
spite of what exists in such Agreement<:, 
the time has been reached when it is 
impossible for us to take anything other 
than a definite stand. It is for those 
reasons that we have decided to give full 
support to this Motion. 

M.r. Fredericks: We have heard in 
this Council various shades of expressions 
voiced with respect to trade between th.is 

country and other· territories in -a �ecent 
debate just concluded. I would like to 
state clearly at the outset that I intend to 
support thi:s Motion. lndeed I commend 
the hon. Mover of this Motion, the 
Member for Georgetown Central. He is 
the leader of the People's National Con­
gress, and should be congratulated f�r 
bringing this timely Motion befo�e this 
Council. However, we have the nght to 
expect that he should set an example of 
consistency in his opinions, be it trade 
hetwecn British Guiana and other coun­
tries, or any matter which comes before 
this Council.. The leader of the People's 
National Congress --

Mr. Speaker: The Member for 
Georgetown Central. 

Mr. Fredericks: The hon. Member 
for Georgetown Central said during the
Motion regarding trade with Cuba, that he 
was in favour of this cmmtry trading 
with the devil, provided such trade was 
favourable to this country. So far as he 
is concerneQ., and I believe he speaks for 
his party, the internal affairs of the 
Cubans were a matter for the Cubans 
themselve,,. They were not interested in 
whether this country granted timber con­
cessions to Cuba and thereby provide 
them with an opportunity of infiltration 
into this country. They were totally un­
concerned with whom this country was 
trading in the past. The trade with South 
Africa has been advantageous -=- [Mr.
Burnham: •'To whom?"] � to British 
Guiana. Can he state by what process of 
reasoning he has the temerity to bring 
this Motion before this Council? [Mr. 
Blrmham: "As an Elected Member."] 

When the Cuban issue was debated 
they did not exercise one of the greatest 
privileges of this Council: the rig-ht to 
vote; they abstained from voting on one 
of the most vital issues that has come 
before this Council. I, as a member of 
the United Force - [Applause.]



Mf� ��r. J $.lW!¼)'.S feif:ilP.Q. Ms,m­
bers t4at �ey speak here ,as Members of 
the Legislature. Terms are being used 
here which confuse me sometimes. (Mr.
ffµrnha�: "Especially the United Force".] 
S,uch terms as "Le<).der of the Qpposition" 
.:11;1.9 s0 ,0q confuse me. If you refer to 
ti).� MeD),ber f.91 George0wn Central, the 
.Mi.Dist.er �f §9 anq. §9, �e Nominated 
M'em!;),e,r, ;Mr ..• � a,nd So, I will know to 
whom y,9µ <};.J:-e re,fer,::ing, bec<!,use it will 
be in O1,1e ,l!Jliv.e._rse of discouxse. But when 
y,o.µ call one persop by two or three 
Q.WP.eS I �t .confused, and I do not know 
tp �vb.om ,you are r�femng. Just for my 
non-confusion, I will asJc ,q.on. Members 
to grant me that indulgence by referring 
to the names as we know them in this 
Council. 

Mr. Fredericks: I can assure Your 
Honour that i do ,not desire to disturb 
:}'OUr comfort. 

Mr. Spe.mcer: N9t my comfort, but 
to _prevept ,me ,trQIIl .b�g con1y.sed. I 
a111 CQnscious of my ;jmperlectio�s. 

¼- ,F)'.ede.r.icl!;s: l � ,w_rry, Sir. The 
l;ist spe.i.ls:� has quoted from "Thunder". 
Sh� s,po,ke of the P.P.P. and she referred 
ito •the .P�rty in her speech. fMr. Benn:
'"if�at is .a party'-'.] J want to speak as 
a ,:{llell]qe.r of .my party, a properly and 
g_u1y constituted political organization. I 
M!leby -�.o"Ien:mly and most .emphatically 
declare that I -will support any Motion, 
,be ,i:t tfrCWl ,the G.I.M., P.N.C., or P:P.P., 
if it i� in the interest of this country. 

I am so-rry that the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Gajraj, is not in his seat. 
I shall watch with unabashed interest to 
,;ee whether his acrobatic eloquence will 
permit his business brain to vote for this 
�otion which definitely curtails and 
lmiits trade to the disadvantage of busi­
n�s�men like •Nmself. How often do we, 
in th.i$ Counci:l, have to qQote Sh;uces­
peare's i:mmortal \il)es: "To thine own 

self b� tni�." l am sµr-ry _he j-s ��t :here 
to ask him to act true · to himself and 
according to his convictions, ��� ·ngt be 
a puppet of another Party or organ­
ization. 

Sir, the all-white Goye:r��,;i.t of 
the Union of South Africa .does not 
believe in the <�<;n;1�pt ttiat th,,i. �tive 
South African i-s a human being endowed 
w-i-th equal and similar oots to J:.\i§ -�hite
counterpart. Th� pqµcy of .S!l� ,�
Government, theref9�, h�� �9l;lg_ht to
qirtail the .God-givKn rjght$ w:�-� w;hj§h 
every human being is ,el\d�w,e,J =- ,µie 
right to live, to have )kbeftty a).l.d ,to 
enjoy happiness. The cµr,t�jl_mep.t and 
the limitations of s��h iwilieµ.abJy r)gl).ts 
m,ust lead to ra�ial 81\�g9J)i�()l �Ad 
blood$_l;ted, .<W,d .tJ;i,�t l\�s1 iY:ffl9$1;1.?,telY, 
been the inevitable results in that un­
: t:1,ppy land .of So�di .Africa. 

In the Union of ·S9.ut;h ,M.ci�a ,to4ay, 
some of the schools which ,ca;ter :f<ilr ·the 
native pop\J].ation ha�e . beeJ} clos�d ·be­
cam�e of the \Yit!p,draw.al of 1$e �9yern­
ment's s�b.sidies. ;Othelis ta,y.e ,been 
cjosed b��ause they have n0:t 0been 
al)owed ,t-0 �ne\V $eir -iiegistr-ations. 
There is no such talk .as r3:cia;l integi:a­
tion in schools and .it has not been heard 
9f -ther:e. Today

., 
there are .stricter al)d 

more sever:e restrictions on the nati.ve 
African population. They are confined 
to t!J,eir own individiial areas, and they 
are not allowed to go .outside .w:.i�hout a 
pass, and that pass ,can .be asked for by 
any white member of ,the population of 
South Africa. Even )vhen it comes -to 
the question of w.orship, tbey are. not 
iillowed to 1practise their religion ,except 
within restricted areas. 

In the Union of South Africa ,tod,ay. 
there are separate bu!ies, sep�te street 
cars, separate schqols. separaite :ei.Q��as. 
and even in public b�ldiQgS t�e -lll'e 
separate elevators. Even in the extensive 
an<l very rich gold �tnes ,of the Union of 
South �ri_ca whei;e the .native,popu\ation 
e.lfil)loyed is almost 99 -per cent. of the 
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total labour force, the native population 
has been kept down. TI1ey are not al­
lowed normal promotion or to fill high 
ofiices. They are ,strictly relegated to 
places which are determined by the 
whites. 

In a country with a population of 
15 million, the whites are out-numbered 
four to -one. The whites are afraid that 
universal adult suffrage and equal oppor­
tunity based on racial equality will 
lead to racial inequality favourable to the 

� preponderant native population. They are 
afraid of losing their land, their posses­
sions, their wealth, their belongings. In 
short, the white population of the Union 
of South Africa is trying to delay the 
ineyitable. In trying to :;,tern the surging 
and torrential tide of African nationalism 
they are _fighting for survival with the 
most diabolical devices and inhuman 
means at their disposal, and it is the duty 
of the Government of this country to 
protest, in a tangible manner, against the 

" brutality and oppression of the natives of 
South Africa. 

I would suggest, like the last two 
speakers, that the most potent expression 
of our abhorrence and condemnation 
sho.uld take the form not only of our 
prayers but also the prohibition of all 
trade relations with the Union of South 
Africa. 

Mr. Beharry: I rise to support this 
Motion, :ind I wish to congratulate the 

- Men1ber for Central Georgeta�'□ for ask­
ing, in this Motion, that Government -­
I particularly. want to stress the word
"Government" - should prohibit trade
between British Guiana and the Union of
South Africa. As I understand it, the
Legislative Council is comp1ised of the

• Government on one side and on this
side we have the "Opposition". I notice
a Government Minister is recommending
to herself - because she is part and
parcel of the Government - that we
should discont,inue trade with South" Africa. But what strikes me most forcibly 

is that this Government Minister, namely, 
the Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing. quoted very. extensively· what 
the Minist,er of Trade and Industry, noted 
for his talking, has stated since 1952-
of the injustices in South Africa. But J 
do not blame him, because at that time 
he was sitting on this side of the Table. 
At that time he was supposed to be a 
member of the Opposition, so he spoke 
very loudly. 

It is true that a lot of injustices are 
being 0one to the natives of South 
Africa. The Minister of Labour, Health 
and Housing even quoted the Minister 
of Trade and Industry as saying that 
cricketers in the West Indies should not 
go to South Africa to play this game. So 
much she was trying to tell us that the 
Government is against any relationship of 
this country and South Africa, that she 
even quoted her Party and her Party's 
paper in support of the South African 
situation. And yet we find that we are 
sitting here supporting a Motion asking 
the people sitting on the 9ther side, in­
cluding the hon. Minister, that sanctions 
should be introduced against South 
Africa - that we should not trade with 
South Afric:1. The exact words used by 
the Minister is that we should carry out 
the sanc.tion of this Legislature. In actual 
fact, it is the "Opposition" of this 
Legislatµre that is recommending to the 
Members of the Government on the other 
side - if any action is to be taken with 
respect to sanction - to prohibit trade 
with South Africa. The Members on that 
side or the Minister should have done it 
not the Members who are sitting over 
here. 

The Mover of this Motion, in no 
uncertain manner, has told us that 
Jamaica, which is still a Colony, has 
already put an embargo on trade with 
South Africa. Mr. Manley had not been 
clamouring since 1952, but we have the 
Leader of the Majority Party clamouring 
since 1952. He has been runnin!l this 
Government for four years; he had� seen 
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[MR. BEHARRY] 
fit to condemn the policy of the South 
African Government since 1952, yet he 
had not seen fit to take action. Some 
people cannot pass the talking _stag�.
They will continue to talk. Action 1s 
foreign to them. History will prove wh�t 
I am saying is true. I do hope they will 
have the courage to toke action on this 
Motion, because action is in their hands. 
T!1ey shnuld not h:we been sitting on this 
particular issue. Jf the Members of the 
Government fe.lt s,o strongly about it, they 
should have already taken action. The 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
should not have had the cause to bring 
it here. If the Government felt so strong­
ly about it they should have taken action. 

purely a business trans�ction. His_ Cuban
friends were involved m the Motion by 
the hon. Member for Demerara River, 
and he had to support .them. We will see 
how he will support his Cuban friends 
today. 

Dealing with the Mover of the 
Moti'I n himself, on another occasion he 
referred to me a.s a political neophyte. 
When we were discussing the Cuban 
trade Motion, introduced by the Member 
for Demerara River, J was referred to in 
such strong fo_nguage because I argued 
that British Guiana should not tie its 
economy, in any form, with Cuba. The 
hon. Member fo{ Central Georgetown 
stated that he was like Churchill-once it 
would benefit his country he would trade 
with the devil, and as far as trade was 
concerned he will not discriminate once 
his country will gain. I -agree with the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Fredeiricks, 
th3t people should be consistent. I think 
some people cannot see the faults in 
themselves, but only those in other 
people. History will prove whether they 
arc righ.t. As reg,.uds the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Gajraj, I am looking for­
ward to see how he will vote on this 
Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: He is not here now. 

Mr. Bebarry: He is here; he is 
hiding. I believe he is deliberately stay­
ing outside. He was one of those who 
said that so far as businessmen were con­
cerned they regarded a matter of trade as 

The hon. Member for Central 
Georgetown pointed out that last year 
British Guiana imports from South 
Africa iamounted to the tidy sum of 
$200,000, but I know that imports from 
South Africa have been falling every year. ,My firm used to import from South 
Africa, but in the last three years we have 
not bouoht anything from that country. 
I also k�ow that several firms in Water 
Street have not been importing goods 
from South Africa. They have been 
supporting a policy not adopted by our 
own Government but initiated by the 
Government of Jamaica, and as a result 
of public reaction Water Street merchants 
have not been importing items like pea­
nut butter from South Africa, but getting 
their supplies from CaQada. Not a single 
merchant in British Guiana is importing 
peanut butter, apple juice, tomato juice 
and certain other fruit juices from South 
Africa. 

This Government has not had the 
courage, or has not seen fit to carry out 
a boy�ott of South African goods, but the 
hon. Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing has seconded this Motion and 
spoken on it. Politics has entered this .. 
matter to such an extent that when the 
present Leader of the Government (Dr. 
Jagan) was op. this side of the Table in 
1952 he was then a great champion of 
the down-trodden, but today, when he 
runs the Go·vernment, he is no longer 
their champion, and this Legislature has 
to tell him what to do. 

Mr. Jackson: In 1957 a certain 
number of political parties contested an 
election which brought Members to this 
Council Chamber. Four of the contesting 
parties won seats in· this ·council, and 
since then two of those parties have 
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merged and have be.come the People's 
National Congress. The Peoples Pro­

gressive Party, whose members form the 
Government, have had some defections 
o.r .resignations. [A Member: "Expul­
sions"). We share the privilege of sitting 
in this Council with persons who have 
been Nominated to this Council as part 
of the Government's choice. Yet we 
hear from those who have defected from 
the People's Progre-ssive Party, and some 
of those who have been put here by 
nomination, that they belong to another 

.::: po-Htical party, as though that party is

represented in this Council. It is some­
what of a twist of mentality which could 
make anyone who has been nominated 
to this Council claim that he now repre­
sents {l political party which he calls a 
recognized political party. It appears to 
me that such a twist of mentality is a 
regrettable thing in this Council, and if 
those who have defected from the 
People's Progressive Party want to claim 
that the y belong to another party--

� 
..:, Mr. Speaker: J wish to point out 

again that I am not going to permit any 
descanting upon parties. I think hon. 
Members should stick to the terms we 
are accustomed to in this Council, and I 
shall read out the names of the Members 
of this Council for the benefit of Mem­
bers. The Membe-rs of this Council are 
the Chief Secre tary. the Attorney­
GeneraL the Financial Secretary, the 
Hon. Dr. Jagan (Member fo.r Eastern 
Berbice). Minister of Trade and Industry; 
the Hon. B. H. Benn (Member for 
Essequibo River), Minister of Natural 
Resoun;_es; the Hon. Mrs. Janet Jagan 
(Member for Western Essequibo), Min­
ister of Labour, Health and Housing; 
Hon. Ram Karran (Member for Dem­
crara-Essequibo), Minister of Com­
munications and Works; Hon. B. S. 
Rai (Member for Central Demerara), 
Minister of Community Development and 
Education; Mr. R. B. Gajraj, Nominated 
Member; Mr. W. 0. R. Kendall, Member 

- for New Amsterdam; Mr. R. C. Tello,

Nominated Member; Mr. F. Bowman, 
Member for Demerara River; Mr. L. F. 
S. Burnham, Member for Georgetown
Central; Mr. S. Campbell, Member for
North Western District; Mr. A. L. Jack­
son, Member for Georgetown No•rth; Mr.
E. B. Behaw;. Member for Eastern
Demerara; Mr. S. M. Saffee, Member for
Western Berbice; Mr. Ajodha Singh,
Member for Berbice River; Mr. Jai
N a-rine Singh, Member for Georgetown
South; Mr. R. E. Davis, Nominated
Member; Mr. A. M. Fredericks, Nomin­
ated Member: Mr. H. J. M. Hubbard,
Nomina,ted Member; Mr. A. G. Tasker,
0.B.E., Nominated Member.

I allow Members sometimes to make 
passing reference to one party or another; 
the Speaker does not intervene in every 
instance. But I cannot allow Members 
on a Motion which deals with a parti­
cular subject, to be descanting on politi­
::al partie-s and attacking one party and 
another. I hope Members will pay re­
gard to the manner in which Members of 
this Council should be styled. It is pro_ .. 
vided in the Standin,g Orders. I trust 
they will aJso desist from 111a�ing r.emarks 
about other political parties; there are; 
politic.al platforms outside for that pu{.. 
pose. 

Mr. Jackson: lt is known that I 
have always had reganl and respect for 
the Speaker's ruling and I do not propose 
to depart from that on this ocoasion. 
After the 1957 election the Govern.or 
asked the Leader of the successful politi­
cal party to recommend those whom he 
desired to be Ministe•rs, and it is a fact 
that we now have a party system in this 
country. That is the reason why we 
sometimes refer to political parties as be­
ing represented in this Council. TI1e hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Fredericks, has 
accJJsed members of 1he People's Naticmal 
Congress in this Council of not being 
concerned about the infiltration of 
Cubans into this country -
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Mr. Speaker: You will recollect that 
I stopped him from referring to any 
political party. I told him he should refer 
to the Member for Georgetown Central, 
and having stopped him I cannot permit 
other Members to do the same thing. 

Mr. Jackson: He accused the Mem­
ber for Georgetown Central of not being 
concerned about the infiltration of 
Cubans into this country. If there has 
ever been an unfair comment about 
another Member in this Council it is the 
comment made by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Fredericks, this afternoon. 
During the debate on the Motion dealing 
with timber concessions to Cuba the hon. 
Member for Georgetown Central ex� 
pressed the view that it would be unreal­
istic in a matter of trade to attempt to f r · 
the hands of the Executive Government, 
an Executive which has a voting majority 
in this Council, and suggested that what 
was wanted was an assurance that in 
their negotiations with the Cuban Gov­
ernment this Government would safe­
guard the interests of the people of this 
country. 

Mr. Fredericks: To a point of cor­
rection! I said that the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central was unconcerned 
over the issue, and that that was proved 
by the fact that be abs�ained from voting 
on the Motion. 

Mr. Burnham: I ask leave to make 
a personal explanation, Sir. I was not 
present m this Chamber when the 
<livi"sion _was taken. I had left to attend 
1he Estimates meeting of the Towr 
Council. I wish that these Nominated 
Members would get their facts straight. 

Mr . .Jackson: Now that the hon. 
Member for Georgetown Central has put 
the hon. Nominated Member's mind in 
its p.ropcr perspective I think I would bo 
within my right to refrain from making 
any further observation in that respect. 

It is unfortunate that when a Motion 
of this nature is being debated Members 
seek to bring into debate matters which 
are irrelevant. This Motion was first 
tabled in Maircb, 1959, which indicates 
that the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central and those who are of the same 
mind as he is have been giving consider­
ation to this problem for quite a long 
time. 

As a matte,r of fact long before this 
Motion was tabled in 1959, he and those 
with whom he is associated and who 
have a voice in the People's National 
Congress did advocate a boycott of South 
African goods. It is because of our firm 
conviction thut that ought to have been 
done that this Motion was re-tabled by 
,he hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
in January this year. 

We have a very good memory with 
respect to what happened in the month 
of March, 1960, and the Members of 
this Council agreed that we should regis­
ter a very strong protest against the con­
tinuation of the policy of apartheid in 
South Africa. It is somewhat unfortun­
ate that, in spite of what happened here 
in March, the Government did not see it 
fit to bring this Motion before this Coun­
cil before today, for the Motion ought to 
have been taken at the time when other 
countries were moving in the same direc­
tion to boycott, officially, South African 
goods in so far as trade was concerned. 

"' 

No one wants to deny that it is a .. 
crime for any onte set of people to believe 
that they have the right to destroy the 
integrity of another set of people. No one 
set of people ha.ve the right to hold them­
selves up as superior in any respect to 
another set of people. �o on� set of 
people have 1the right to condemn to the 
gutter another set of people, for in every 
respect every human being is made up of 
the same chemical and spiritual properties 
and as such it is the right of every 
human being to enjoy freedom as well 
as equal relationship as is enjoyed by 
another individual. 

.. 
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I would express the hope that while 
we, in this Council, are supporting the 
Motion in an a,ttenipt to destroy racial 
discrimination, segregation, racial lines 
of demarcation and inhuman treatment, 
we would examine ourselves and our 
people to see whether there is anything 
in us locally which has a bearing similar 
to what obtains in South Africa which we 
have condemned in the past and are con­
demning at the moment. 

We •trust that, in spite of this belated 
effort on our part to support other coun­
tries in their endeavour to support the 
people in South Africa who are suffering 
at the moment, it will not be too late for 
the boycott to have a serious effect upon 
the economy of the South African Gov­
ernment. 

1t would appear ,that inhuman treat­
ment has been meted out to the people, 
because they have a darker colour than 
the white people who think they are a 
master race. Let us, in our endeavour to 
force an international country into sub­
mission, examine ourselves with a view 
to seeing that we are not doing the same 
things we are trying to eradicate in South 
Africa. 

Mr. Tello: I desire to say a few 
words in support of this Motion. I be­
lieve thm. the hon. Ma·1er of this Motion 
is quite sincere in his objection to what 
is taking place in South Africa, because 
it has been proven that, prior to the 
ghastly reports received here last year, 
the Motion was tabled and it was ex­
pected that the pattern set in the Carib­
bean by Jamaica would have been fol­
lowed by this Government 

I now feel quite sure that this Gov­
ernment is going ito accept the recom­

mendation contained in this Motion and 
will take the necessary steps to implement 
it but the timing of these thin.gs can 
assist a great deal. Already Members 
have mentioned this unfortunate delay in 

dealing with the Motion, and I am sorry 
that I must refer to it myself. The hon. 
Minister of Labour, Health and Hous­
ing mentioned that she participated in the 
demonstration against the �partheid be­
haviour in the Union of South Africa. J 
was associated in that demonstration, and 
I was also associated with ·the Action 
Committee again-st South African apar­
theid. At the time when the hon. Min­
ister of Labour, Health and Housing tele­
phoned and suggested that the demon­
�t.ration planned by the T.U.C. in pro­
test of this ghastly behaviour by the 
South African Government should have, a 
national appi;oach, I thought it was a 
sensible and sincere suggestion and at 
once we welcomed it. We participated 
in the demonstration as a national pro­
test to this unfortunate and most bar­
baric behaviour of the South African 
Government. While we were dcmo11-
strating a few facts came to my mind, 
and I wonder whether, even at this late 
stage, I should question the sincerity of 
the Government in this matter? 

lt is the hon. Minister of Labour. 
Health and Housing herself who remind­
ed us that since 1951 the hon. Dr. Jagan, 
who is now the Minister of Trade and 
fndustry, thought that economic sanctions 
s_hould be applied against the South 
African Government, and probably he 
expressed his sincere desire in 1952' 
when he moved an amendment to the 
Motion which was tabled by the hon. 
Mr. Lionel Luckhoo. Again that amend­
ment indicated economic sanctions. 

It is quite true that when a Govern­
ment gets into power for the first time. 
there are so many things to be done that 
one can be forgiven for reshuffling 
prio1ities. What worries me, however, 
is why this Government should have put 
this matter almost into a freezing cham­
ber, when only last year so much has 
been happening, when ?- Minister of tbe 
Government bas been actively participat-
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ing in a demonstration of protest k�owing 
full well that this Motion was with the 
Government. This Motion has been set 
aside until now, and I say it is coin­
cidental that the elections are around the 
corner. 

We must take these things into con­
sideration. If it is true that in 1951. you 
wanted to apply sanctions on South 
Africa· in 19 52 <1nd 19 53 you have for­
gotten' it in dealing with all the vicissi­
tudes of life, how can we accept the same 
excuse today when this Motion was sub­
mitted since March, 1959, and re-tabled 
in January, 1960? Government has 
waited until November, just when we are 
about to take a turn into the election 
year, to bring this Motion bef?r� us for 
debate. While the hon. Mm1ster of 
Labour, Health and Housing is ready and 
willing to second the Motion, it is some­
thing which could have been brought to 
this Council two years ago. I say that 
other than sincerity of purpose there is 
an eleotionooring value, and I believe 
that some action will be taken on the 
Motiqn now. 

Are we going to allow this Apart­
heid ? All sorts of other advantages are 
taking place the world over, possibly in 
British Guiana also which has the same 
unemployment problem. Are we going 
to wait until electionee1ing time to deal 
with those problems? Look at the amount 
of references the hon. Minister made! 
Some of those books I have only heard of, 
but toose books have been continuous 
companions with the Minister of this 
Government. If they had forgotten what 
happened in South Africa and the de­
monstration in British Guiana, they 
should not have forgotten the Motion. 

I recall that the hon. Minister of 
Labour Health and Housing �tarted off 
with u's in the demonstration of the 
T.U.C. and other public bodies. She had 
a big placard in her hands; and befow 
she had travelled a hundred yards her 
photograph was. taken aJlld she passed 

the placard on to another individual, a 
lesser light of the P.P.P. All of that was 
for mere publicity. Perhaps I am wrong, 
but I am beginning to think that her 
seconding this Motion is also another 
bit of electioneering publicity. If the)' 
had forgotten the shootings in So�th 
Africa, the Minister had as her daily 
companions the publications �hat should 
have reminded her of the evils of apar­
theid and so on. 

Today, probably, is the best time 
for her to deal with the Motion, and at 
last the Government has awakened to the 
fact that something must be done in the 
matter. One would have thought that 
the Government itself rather than second­
ing this Motion, having demonstrated 
against this unfortunate and barbaric 
behaviour on the part of the South 
African Government, would have intro­
Juced legislation here to empower the 
boycotting of trade with South Africa. 
[nstead of doing that, the Members of 
the Government interested themselves in 
granting concessions to Cubans who, as 
far as I know, have no apartheid pro­
blems. In South Africa the people are 
dying at the hands of their slave-masters 
with no- glimmering hope of a change. 
The Ministers knew that since 1951, but 
they have forgotten the South Africans and have asked us to grant concessionsto the Cubans. 

It is fortunate that this Motion gave 
them an excuse. Probably they feared 
that the election being so near, they might 
hav,e been needled for keeping this 
Motion nearly two years before bringing 
it to this Council. And if it is a change 
of heart or if it is good electioneering 
campaigning or whatever it is, thank 
God, at last, it is here; and by the hon. 
Minister seconding the Motion, there is 
some indication, ;t long last, that some­
thing is going to be done by this eve•r­
sleeping, ever-talking Government. 

Mr. Bowman: I, like the other 
speakers, have risen to support this 
Motion. To do anything otherwise, 

-·
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would be against my very nature. I am 
one of •those persons who hate dis­
crimination of any sort. Further, when 
this ,question of South Africa was dis­
cussed earlier this year in this Council, 
I moved an Amendment, at the time, ask­
ing that the British Government seeR 
the United Nation's agreement to place 
an economic embargo on South Africa 
because I felt, and I still feel, that pass­
ing resolutions and so forth are just a 
waste of time. I was surprised that my 
Amendment was not accepted. I had 
read between the lines, later, because im­
mediately after that Motion was disposed 
of, another Motion concerning a Parlia­
mentary delegation to go to Trinidad 
came up for discussion. The mover of 
the Motion rejected my Amendment and 
said that he could not accept it; but with 
another Amendment which followed I 

t noticed that he, rather than accepting 
my Amendment, accepted an Amend­
ment by the Minister of Labour, Health 
::tnd Housing. 

Shortly after that amended Motion, 
a Motion concerning the question of 
sending two delegates to Trinidad at the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Confer­
ence came up. I suggested tbat we send 
Mr. Stephen Campbell because I felt it 
would create an impression on the minds 
of the other Parliamentary Members that 
we in, British Guiana ;re thinking in 
terms of racial equality, and that he be­
ing the only Amerindian Member should 
be given a chance to go. Mr. Jackson was 
selected instead of Mr. Campbell in spite 
af my pleadings; and right there I felt 
there was a deal between the two of them 
-she supported him and he was selected.

Mr. Speaker: Are you accurate 
when you say that that took place in this 
Council? 

Mr. Bowman: I know there was a 
deal, and I am right. 

Mr. Speaker: I am just asking for 
information. Do not say you know. You 
spoke about a Parliamentary Conference 

and I am Chairman of the Common­
wet1lth Parliamentary Association's 
branch here. I am just asking for in­
formation, whether you are correct in 
saying it was done in this Council or at 
a meeting of our branch of the Common­
wealth Parliamentary Association? 

Mr. Bowman: It was done at a 
meeting of our branch of the Common­
wec1lth Parliamentary Association. 

Mr. Speaker: Then you are not 
correct? 

Mr. Bowman: I said shortly after 
the South African Motion this question 
came up. 

Mr. Speaker: 'The Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association is an entirely 
different thing. When it meets here that 
does not mean thc1t it is a meeting of 
this Council. Therefore, you must not 
be quick to say you are right. 

Mr. Bowman: I am saying it came 
up the same day at another meeting. 

Mr. Speaker: Persons can make 
mistakes; and if a person makes a mis­
take it is honourable for him to say that 
he made that mistake. lt does not mat­
ter how high or humble that person may 
be. l could have corrected you :it once, 
but I merely asked the question to get 
you on the track. If you made a mis­
take, you made a mistake; and ,my per­
son can make a mistake. 

Mr. Bowman: I accept the fact 
that I made a mistake. The fact that 1 
want to convey is that the meeting of the 
Parliamentary Association was held 
shortly after we had disposed of the 
South African Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: The reason why I 
asked is because however much people 
may have sides in the Legislative Coun­
cil, in the Parliamentary Association, as 
I understand it and as I understand the 
principles, there are no sides. 
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Mr. Rowman: I bow to Your Hon­
our's ruling, but I am going to make my 
point nevertheless. It strnck me that 
there was a deal between the two in­
dividuals. 

The Minister of Co:mmunka�ions 
and Works (Mr. Ram Karran): To a 
point of c01Tection: For the hon. Mem­
ber to say that there was a deal between 
the Mini,stcr of Labour, Health and 
Housing and the Member for George­
�own North is, T think, improper. 

Mr. Bowman: Not at all. 

Mr. Speaker: It is. 

Mr. Bowman rose--

Mr. Speaker: Just a moment! I 
had the occasion to speak to one hon. 
Member before when that hon. Member 
made use of a similar remark. I am not 
going to have that sort of thing in this 
Council-not as long as I am in the 
Chair. Members have a number of 
rights. They can prosecute their rights 
and make their points as forcibly as they 
wish. but they should, also make their 
points properly. And I noticed you said 
you are going to make your point never­
theless. If that means a defiance of the 
ruling of the Speaker, then I shall to name 
you if you persist in doing that. 

I do not believe Members think I 
am incapable of acting sternly when the 
opportunity arises; and I hope the hon. 
Member for Dcmerara River would not, 
at all, get up again and say that in spite 
of what I s·ay he is going to make his 
point. 

Mr. Bowman: What I said was not 
intended to be in defiance of what you 
said, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: That is jmplied. 

Mr. Bowman: These people [point­
ing to certain Members of the Majority 
Party] have been interrupting me. 

Mr. Spcak�r: If any Minister or 
any Member interrupts you or makes any 
unpleasant remarks, your duty is to call 
the attention of the Speaker, and the 
Speaker will call that particular Minister 
or Member to order. Two wrongs can­
not make a right-not in this Council or 
in any other. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I rose to a point 
of order to point out that the hon. Mem-. 
ber had referred to a deal between the 
hon. Minister of Labour, Health · and 
Housing and the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North. I did not interrupt 
the hon. Member. 

Mr. Spea,ker: I must say this: 
Sometimes there are several voices com­
ing together from that quarter. It is 
difficult for me to hear the hon. Member, 
himself sometimes when he is speaking, 
and at other times a chorus of voices 
from th_e Ministers' Bench make it diffi­
cult for me to hear. I do hope it will ..i 
be made easy for me to hear. 

Mr. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, may I 
ask that during his contribution to this 
?ebate, the hon. Member brings out what 
1s the deal between the Minister of 
Labour, Health and Housing and my­
self? 

Mr. Speaker: I have rnled him out 
of order already. I do not know to what 
he is referring, but I have ruled him out 
of order. I will read again from the 
Standing Orders-Standing OTder No. 
33 (9) (a): 

"No Member shall-
(a) impute improper motives !o

any other Member;"

Talking about deal ·and improper deal 
would come into this category. I wish 
that Members of the Legislative Council 
would read their Standing Orders and 
it should not be necessary for the Speaker 
to call the attention of Members, over 
and over again, to these things. Members 
ought to _maintain a certain standard. l 

( 
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regard every Member as a reputable 
Member, and I expect every Member to 
conduct himself according to the best 

� traditions of public debate. 

Mr. Bowman: I was trying to re-
mind th.is Council that when this ques-

� 
tion of South Africa was debated, I 
moved an Amendment which sought to 
ask the British Government to seek the 
United Nations' assistance to place an 
embargo on South Africa because I be­
lieved that these resolutions and protests 

.. do not mean anything. There is need 
for something mDTe tangible to be done. 
I referred to the defunct League of 
Na)tions during the conflict between 
Abyssinia and Itaiy in an attempt to show 
that the League of Nations had placed an 
embar.go on Italy. My Amendment was 
turned down and instead of that, an 
Amendment moved by the Minister of 
Labour, Health and Housing was 
accepted. 

::. I am opposed to discrimination of 
any kind. To prove my case, when I was 

1 in Australia last year attending the Com­
' monwealth Parliamentary Conference, 

fortunately _for me, I spoke immediately 
after one of the South African representa­

, tives; and with Your Honour's pennis-
/ sion, I will read what I said at that Con­

ference: 

;;-

"It may be that some members of 
the Commonwealth are suffering from or 
perhaps enjoying, the false notion or con­
cept of racial superiority. As a result, 
they may feel that the ,low standard of 
living and bad conditions that obtain in 
most underdeveloped countries are good 
enough for us, since most of us are 
coloured. Well, if there are people. who 
think in that way, -I want to tell them that 
I am opposed to any such view. What I 
believe in implicitly is Jeffe rson's superb 
crystallization of the popular opinion that 
all men are created equal; that we are 
all endowed by the Creator with certain 
inalienable ri_ghts, among which are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. If 
such a narrow and selfish outlook still 
exists among any of us today, I say that 
it is time that it was done awa.y with for 
to do so would be in the be.st interest of 
the Commonwealth. 

I view with horror the conditions in 
South Africa, moreso because the people 
who are suffering oppression there are 
my kinsmen. Wheneve: th� quest�oh of 
South Africa comes up 1t surs my inner­
most feeling, for it is said that blood is 
thicker than water. I am speaking par­
ticularly because- of that, for whether it 
concerns Chinese or Portuguese, I am 
hurt. l am opposed to any inhuman 
action, but I feel it more in this case be­
cause the people who are suffering in 
South Africa are my kinsmen. That is 
why I am supporting the Motion. If I 
had the means at my disposal I would do 
more than that; perhaps I would take up 
arms. That is my feeling; that is my 
conviction. Some people here, because 
the general election is approaching, and 
because they hope to capture some peo­
ple's imagination, will speak glibly on 
this Motion, but what I say I mean from 
my heart. I am supporting the Motion. 

Mr. Gajraj: There have been, I am 
told, a number of references to the posi­
tion I took up not �any days ago when 
the question of trade with Cuba was 
under consideration by this Council, and 
it has been suggested, I believe, that it

would be interesting to hear and perhaps 
to understand what would be my point 
of view with regard to the Motion which 
is now before the Council, and which has, 
I believe, been lying in the files of the 
I .egislature for quite a number of months. 

This Motion aims at boycotting 
trade with the Union of South Africa. I 
have, I think quite rightly, expressed the 
point of view that trade is international, 
and that in the pursuit of it there should 
he no frontiers. It has been felt by some 
of my friends on this side of the Table 
that, to be consistent, I should say the 
same thing in regard to this Motion. Un­
doubtedly I say the -same thing. I say 
that trade is universal, trade is inter­
national and knows no bounds or fron­
tiers. But let me remind my colleagues 
that in the same speech in which I re­
ferred to the universal position of trade 



• 

1799 Boycott of. -Trade .. · · 16TH NOVEMBER, .. l 960 with .South.Africa 1800 

(MR.:'.GAJRAJ]: ·:,: :·.:-. 

I als0. pointed out that one of the
occasions on which Governments decree 
�mbargoes on trade with other territories 
was when they were at war with them, 
and I remember asking the question very 
clearly, _whether we had declared war on 
Cuba, or had Cuba declared war on 
British Guiana? Because one knows that 
when .a state of wir exists between two
coun�ries the normal channels of trade 
are definitely cut off, and no trade results. 

I ·believe that the reason for thjs 
Motion stems from the inhuman actions 
of the South African Government to­
wards · people like ourselves-people ot 
the non-white rnces who are under the 
laws of that country, subject to the most 
inhuman and degr•ading situations. I 
would like to say here that I consider 
myself very fortunately placed and 
privile�di, that earlier this year when 
s·ome Members of this Council were in 
London and were met together, by our 
silent protest we made it clear to the 
people of the w_orld at large that we in 
British Guiana did not approve of the 
manner in which our fellow non-white 
citizens in the ·union of South Africa 
were. mowe� down without rhyme 01 
reasqn by guns heJd by soldiers and 
poiice of that Government. 

It was an opportunity which we 
seized to help to . focus world opinion 
upon the situation in South Africa 
at that time, and- what I believe 
the hon. . Mover of the Motion has 
been endeavouring to do not only 
today but from the time he gave notice 
of it, is to impress upon us all that so 
far as the .relations between those who 
govern and those v,·ho are governed is 
concerned, they are inhuman and can be 
considered in . the sense that a small 
minority group has been, and still is, at 
war with the majority of the people of 
South Africa. 

· .· It is because ·o f the · way. in \Vhich 
they · havs ·arrogated to themselves the 
power whereby they control the lives and 
the dei'Jliny of the great majority of the 
natives of the country that lends itself to 
the description of being inhuman, and if 
inhumanity exists then there must be a 
feeling of unrest, a feeling which we do 
not like to see exist but nevertheless it 
is a human feeling, a feeling of hatred 
for the oppressors is bound to come to 
the surface. 

We, the people of British Guiana, 
in the main belong to the non­
white races. and as such, in spite of what­
ever other principles that we might ex­
pound and follow in normal ways, if we 
find ourselves being cruled upon to show 
sympathy and to create a front of 
solidarity with those of our own people 
who, because of circumstances, are 
placed in this unfortunate position,. then 
we must seek these ways and means of 
showing sympathy and of enlisting this 
idea of solidarity in their struggle.· How 
can we find such means of displaying our 
sympathy? We cannot, of course, say 
that we will take physical action against 
them in the sense of creating hurt to their 
bodies. That is entirely beyond us. The 
p11oposal before the Council is that we 
recommend to Government that we try 
to hurt them by means of denying them 
trade. In other words,. that the goods 
they may have and may want to sell to 
us and to our friends in the W�st Indies. 
that we should say we do not wish to buy. 
Similarly, if there is anything they mav 
wish from us we should deny them thit 
as well. 

The question of suspending trade is 
not a new one. Looking back into his­
rory we find that because of the attitude 
of the South African Government, manv 
year.s ago the Government of India 
banned all trade with the Union of South 
Africa. That, of course, is the way in 
which they have tried to tell the people 
of South Africa that much as we live by 
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trade we do not agree with the way in 
whk:h you have been treating our fellow 
buman beings. 

The question has been asked: what 
. about free trade? Yes, t_!iere is nothing 
wrong in saying tha,t we should keep 
trade free. There f� also nothing wrong 
in asking that for a while, as a deterrent. 
as a form of punishment, we should 
suspend trade. l contend that the out­
look in this matter is not exactly the same 
and is not entirdy on all rours with the 
question we considered last week. I say 

" tha:t very clearly, in spite of the chuckles 
that may come from any of my cotlea­
gues, because the elements which come 
into consideration in this particular in­
smnce were not present for our considera­
tion in the other case. I am perfectlv 
satisfied that if we pass this Motion w·e 
would be taking a step which will not 
only place us in line with other people 
m this part of the world who have shown 
by similar action their horror for the 
form of treatment which is· meted out to 

�· the people of South Africa, but we ,vill
also create in the minds of others a clear 
understanding that we will not be a_party 
co agreeing with 1:uch forms of treat­
ment. 

There is not much more I wish to 
say, because my time is rather limited in 
this Council th.is ,:1fternoon. so I shall 
end by saying that J heartily support this 
Motion. 

The Minister of Communications and
-,1 Works (Mr. Ram Karran): I would like to 

:ake this opportunity to congratulate the 
hon. Mover of the Motion because it does 
:1ppear that this is one of the few oppor-

. · tunities we have to examine his 
party's programme. I think he said he 
was ,afraid to issue his programme lest 

- qthers should copy it. We will have a
chance to copy some parts of his pro­
gramme hy the discussion of this Motion.

We are living in an age far removed
from the days of the divine rights ot
kings, and for a Ion:; number of years the

the world has been struggling, with very 
common people of various countries in
great loss of life and bloodshed to demo­
cratize their Governments and to improve 
their · living and working conditions . 
It is more or less established that Elected 
Governments are chosen by the people 
#ho, usually, have the right to change 
these Governments when they wish to do 
so. 

In some countries we know that 
dictatorships have arisen, denying people 
of an opportunity to resort to changes 
when they want to, and it is expected 
that in these countries where difficulties 
are imposed by these dictators and would­
be dictators, the people would have the 
right, even if it means adopting revolu­
tionary measures, to remove from their 
backs these oppressors, many of whom 
exist in the world todav. 

South Africa is one such case where, 
l think, it is agreed that the coloured
folk who form the majority of the people
inhabiting the country can never hope,
by democratic means, to change the Gov­
ernment. For we have seen that efforts
hav'e been maoo., .a:nd are continually
being made to safeguard the retention
of the syst,mi whereby the minority_ con­
tinues to dominate the country. lt is the
right of these people, who are forced to
live under conditions where they have no
opportunity of expressing their will,· to
overthrow the Goverm:nent when an
opportunity arises, or alternately to creatf'.
such opportunities to remove such oppres­
sive Governments,

I do not tliink my fdends on the 
opposite side Qf the Table, who were 
talking Jast week in such strong terms 
about revolution, would . express that 
view if it were applicable to South 
Africa. That is, if the majority ot 
people in South Africa were to oppose 
the Government which dominated them. 
because the minori�y in South Africa: 
headed by a Fa�.ci.�t dictatornl\ip, con� 
tinues to deny the people not• only of 

l
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their elementary rights guaranteed by the 
Human Rights Charter and such docu­
ments, but it continues a system of 
intense oppression. The arming of 
police, and 'the shooting of innocent 
people are more or Jess the order of the 
day in South Africa. 

People and organizations from with­
in and without have resorted to this 
method of bringing about some measure 
of pressure on the South African Govern­
ment-the people who are responsible for 
the dirty dealings to the natives in that 
�ountry-but to no avail! 

Some of my friends on the other 
side have suggested that, because of the 
fact that the elections are around the 
1.:orner, this Government has deliberately 
held up the Motion for a long time with­
out discussing it. It has been suggested 
that it is being discussed today, because 
it will be used as a political advantage. 
What rubbish! Had the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Tello, been unacquainted 
with the procedure_ of Government, I 
might have excused him for making such 
comme.nts. He knows the procedure of 
Government, and for that reaSOI). he 
should not have tried-although he did 
very hard-to give the impression that 
Government has deliberately delayed 
action on the Motion. 

Very often hon. Members on the other 
side have shouted themselves hoarse, and 
expressed the fear that this Government 
will act arbitrarily; this Communist Gov­
ernment will do this and will do that. 
On an issue like this when the Govern­
ment iSt. tied by international obligations, 
an opportunity should be taken, -at least, 
to examine these obligations. That is 
one of the .. ...reasons why this Motion has 
taken such a long time in coming before 
the Council. Hon. Members must 

- realize that consultations had to be made
with -people outside of British Guiana.

The hon. Member is not unaware of 
the limitations of the Constitution under 
which we are governed. ln point of fact 
he would like us to continue under this 
childish Constitution by which the Gov­
ernment will have to seek advice and 
directives from people outside. 

Reference was also made the othe1 
day to the discussions on the trade agree­
ment with Cuba. Today we hea.r that 
this Government is giving concessions to 
Cuba. I think I should take this oppor­
tunity to correct this impression. The 
tem1 "timber concessions" which has 
been misunderstood by the hon. Mover 
of the Motion, the Member for Demerara 
River, has not been used in its proper 
pe_rspective. He says that timber con­
cessions mean special concessions with 
the Cuban people, but that is inaccurate 
because "concession" is one of the terms 
used with respect to leases of land. l 
think that I should take this opportunity 
to clarify the position, and to enlighten 
the hon. Member. 

I should also like to take this oppor­
tunity to make this other point: The hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Tello, ac�used 
the Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing of seconding this Motion for 
political or other reasons. I would ask 
him to use the time at his disposal to 
read the books from which the Minister 
has quoted, but he may regard them as 
subversive. I should like to take time
off to remind him of the Party's organ, ,. 
"Thunder", and other publications of the 
P.P.P. to show that this stand has been 
taken consistently by this Party to support 
and encourage people all over the world 
where Colonialism exists. 

Hon. Members are all in support of 
the boycott of trade with South Africa. 
Why? Because we know that it is a case 
of oppression, and that the people are 
hardly able, even by revolution, to change 
that form of Government or the people 
who ate oppressin� them. That is where 
the Majority Party has been consistent. 
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I want to remind hon. Members of 
the activities of the Government of Portu­
guese East Africa, and of the losing 
battles the people are fighting in 
Portuguese India; the oppression of 
France in Spain, and Colonial 
struggles in o t he r parts of the 
world. I think that some hon. Members 
should endeavour to be as consistent as 
the. P.P.P., rather than support, for 
emotional reasons alone, an attempt to 
stop oppression in this part of the world 
only. A collection of our publications 
will give Members an idea of the con­
sistency of the People.'s Progressive 
Party, and I gladly invite hon. Members 
to join in this battle against colonialism 
wherever it exists. 

Mr. Burnham (replying): It has 
been said _that one must not look a "gift­
horse" in the mouth. And, perhaps, be­
cause l enjoy tb..e unusual privilege and 
pleasure of seeing a Motion of mine be­
mg passed without a dissentient voice, 
someone may urge upon me the validity 
of that advice. But I cannot resist the 
temptation to ·make a few remarks and 
observations on what I consider to be in­
competence and/cynicism on the part of 
this Government. 

This Motion was originally tabled 
on the 7th July, 1959. A certain Politi­
cal Party called the People's National 
Cangress started a public campaign for 
the boycotting of South African goods 
since January, 1959, and I refuse to be­
lieve that it has taken this Government 
since January, 1959-let us imagine for 
a moment and concede that the Members 
of this Gov1emment arc forgetful, and 
they had no time between 1957 and 1959 
-I refuse to believe ti1at anv Govern­
ment worth its salt would have taken the
whole of 1959 and ncarlv the whole of
1960 before making use· of the euphe­
mistic term employed by the Minister
of Communic<!tions and Works.

He talk:; about the examination of 
international obligations. \Vhat does 
that mean? Is it G.A.T.T., well tell us? 

Have you and your public setvants got 
arthritis that you could not have started 
the correspondence since last year? You 
say you are a revolutionary Party. Let 
me say here and now, were I a member 
of the Government, there would have 
been no ,question of international obliga­
li.ons and all that nonsense. We are go­
ing to exercise a right by legislation to 
ban South African trade, and who does 
not like it, it is a matter for them. It is 
our country. When we are finished, let 
them tell us about G.A.T. T. But some 
people are street-corner revolutionaries 
only. 

The Government has not attempted 
to give a forthright explanation for hold­
ing this Motion over for more than a year. 
I am not going to indulge in adverti�e­
ment about what part I took outside the 
South African House in London or about 
a parade down the streets of Georgetown 
and getting a picture taken out with a 
placard. I am a black man and my 
people ip. South Africa are berng tre.ated 
like dogs. This is not politics. This 
goes deep. It is nice sometimes to have 
the syny,athy of others. Sympathy can 
be useful, but I accuse thi:s Government 
of polidcking with this Motion. If the 
officials were holding it up-if these offi­
cials were attempting, in any way, to har­
ness your democratic energies or to 
thwart your democratic efforts-we 
would have excused you; but-sheer 
incompetence! 

And now for this Lilliputian chau­
vinist, the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Fredericks. People like him can always 
be depended upon to make the P.P.P. 
appear to be independent, whether by 
design or accident. Let me recall the 
Motion on the Cape St. Mary when he 
and 1 sat and decided to throw out the 
vote, and after the Minister of Com­
munications and Works had spoken to 
him, he turned around and said: I am 
not persisting. That is the man who talks 
about being consistent. Those who live
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in glass houses cannot throw stones. Be­
fore thou attemptest to take the mote out 
of thy brother's eye, take the beam out 
of thine own eye. I am waiting to see if 
he is going to bring a Motion to ban 
Portuguese goods, beoause the Portu­
guese were and still are the nastiest 
colonial power in the world. But he, 
like those of whom he is a satellite, will 
never come here and propose such a 
Motion. 

The stand with respect to Cuba is 
quite different from the stand with respect 
to South Africa. The stand with respect 
to a communist country is quite different 
from the stand with respect to South 
Africa. It is admitted -th.at, by and 
large, they are fundamentally two differ­
ent political ,systems with two different 
political philosophies. 

So far as I am concerned, the com­
munist philosophy is unacceptable to lile 
and not in the interest of British Guiana, 
but it is no sense being stupid and to say 

He goes on to talk about the con- that communist countries do not exist. 
c�ssions to Cuba. People like him would America recognizes the U.S.S.R. That 
make the People's Progressive Party ap- is a fact. It is only some peopl� who say 
pear to be geniuses. The hon. Minister they do not recognize Red China .. There­
of Trade and Industry went to Cuba and fore, I cannot see how this can be on 
said: "My Government is prepared to give par with South Af.rica. Have we heard 
you concessions." Castro told the hon. about things in Cuba similar to what is 
Minister: "No concessions. It smacks happening in South Africa? Have we 
of imperialism, let me give you $8½ mil- heard, as a deliberate policy of the Cuban 
lion as a sort of advance for timber ex- Government, that 95% of the population 
port to us"; and you hear. this idiocy in is suffering from permanent malnutrition? 
this Council about concessions. Left to Have we heard that, as a deliberate 
.the hon. Minister you would have had policy of the Cuban Government, 65% 
concessionsi; but, as I had to point out of the ch�ldren do not reach the age of 
during the course of that debate, the great 16? Have we heard that? Well, that is 
anti-imperialist had to be taught what is , .. what is happening in South Africa-65 % 
imperialism and was prepared to be the of the coloured South African children do 
imperialist stooge of another imperialist. not reach the age of 16. 

Mr. Fredericks: To a point of con­
rcction: In the preamble of the Motion 
that the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central referred to, it is stated that the 
Minister of Trade and Industry said pub­
licly that it is the intention of his Govern­
ment to enter into a partnership with the 
Cubans for timber concessions. 

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Speaker, a few 
extra words have been added, but no fur­
ther light ·has been shed ori the subject. 
In his broadcast, the Minister said: l was 
prepared to give concessions but I was 
told by the Cubans, we do not want con­
cessions because they smack of imper­
ialism. I am sorry I had not brought the 
typescript here for the education and the 
edification of those who would not under­
stand the. spoken and written word. 

I did not anticipate that the debate 
on this Motion, which I thought would 
have been acceptable to all, would have 
been the ·occasion for the advertisement 
of some new group or party. I came to 
debate this Motion because I felt deeply 
on it. My Party feels deeply on it; and 
[ am led to believe that the greater part 
of this country feels deeply on t11is qt�'.,­
tion.' I am not interested in all those who 
say you must ban goods from every­
where, you must do this and do that. 

I am sorry-very sorry-that this 
Government has' taken this long to bring 
up this Motion; and why I am particul­
arly sorry is because the larger part of 
importations from South Africa in these 
days consist of wines. South African 
\Vines are of the same quality as all the 
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1vi..'1es from other countries, and they are 
cheap; and at.this time-we are now in 
November-when the wines, most prob­
ably, have come in, a1;1d with the decision 
�f the Government to implement the re­
commendation of this particular Motion 
coming. s-o late, it would not be as effective 
as it might have been if it had come up 
earlier. That is one thing I am sorry 
about, and, that is one reason why this 
Government should be further castigated. 
[ s�1ggest that they take their jobs morr 
seriously.• I suggest that they carry out 
what they say. If they had tackled this 
Motion last year, we would have already 
reduced a large part of our importatio:1s 
from South Africa. 

I have been congratulated for pro­
posing this Motion. I want to say this: 
This is one of tbe proudest moments of 
my life and for my Party, for the P.N.C. 
has chosen me to pilot through this 
Council a Motion which seeks to do 
something definite and material to des­
troy · this themy of the Herrenvolk, to 
destroy racial discrimination. That is all 
we .·. can do · at the moment. I hope 
that .if the necessity arises at some other 
time where the native people of South 
1?-frica take up arms-let those who arr 
.�fraid of revolutions listen to me care­
fully; if the native people of South Africa 
take up arms against their oppressors­
people like me should be volunteers 
because at a certain . point violence is 
justifiable; and I contend that violence 
on the part of the native South African5 
1s absolutely justifiable. 

Mr. Sneaker: Hon. Members the 
Question is: "That this Council re�om­
mends to Government that all trade be­
tween British Guiana and the· Union of 
South Africa be prohibited" . 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Motion carried unimimously. 

PROPOSED INCREASE OF TAX­
HOL.t;DA Y CONCESSIONS 

.Mr. S�er: The next Motion is 
one standing in the name of the hon. 

Member for Demerara R..v,T .- It· reads 
as follows: 

"Whereas the unemployment situa­
tion throughout the Colony is progres­
sively deteriorating and it is generally 
believed that only industrial investments 
on a large scale,. can alleviate this des­
perate situation and that the greatest 
encouragement should be given to in­
vestors both local and foreign: 

Be it resolved: That this Council re­
commends to Government that t,he present 
period of tax-holiday concessions offered 
by Government to all . new industrial 
enterprises be increased from · five years 
to seven years". 

Mr. Bowman: This is one of two 
Motions of which l gave :10tice · atte.r J 
left the People's Progressive Party last 
year. The Council was subsequently 
prorogued and the Motions lapsed .. I 
tabled this Motion -again on the- 5th Jan­
uary this year. Today is the 16th Novem­
ber. the eleventh month of the year; and 
it is only now that . this Government has 
seen fit to have this· Motion debated.· I 
would like not only this Council but the 
people of the country in general to take 
special notice of the Government's 
deliberate reluctance to have Motions by 
Members outside the P.P.P. debated in 
this Council. 

My reasons for tabling this Motion 
are threefold. One stems from jealousy. 
I am sorry to say it but, to be frank, I 
am jealpus of the industrial development 
that is taking place in The West Indies
Federation, particularly· in the two large
unit territories of Jamaica and.Trinidad. 
Development has proceeded in those is­
lands at an accelerated pace during the 
last three years --'- the same period of 
time in which this Government has been 
in office. Compared with the industrial 
development in The West Indies, that in 
British Guiana has moved at a snail's 
pace. What are the · reasons for that ? 
The Minister of Trade and· Industry not 
long ago. commented in the Press that 
investors were not taking advantage of 
the offers made by Government. He 
admitted that industrial development was 
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lacking in this country, and I wonder 
whether he had asked himself the 
reasons? 

My second reason for bringing this 
Motion is the almc,3t complete Jack of 
P.nthusiasm arndng investors, local and 
foreign, and my third reason is because 
of the great army of unemployed. The 
preamble to the Motion states: 

"Whereas the unemployment situa­
tion throughout the Colop.y is progres­
sively deteriorating and it is generally 
believed that only industrial investments 
on a large scale can alleviate this des­
perate situation, and that the greatesr 
encouragement should be given to in­
vestors. both local and foreign". 

That is the position. Perhaps the Gov­
ernment has not asked itself what are the 
reasons why people are afraid to come to 
Rritish Guiana and invest their money. 
We have an extraordinarily large army 
of unemployed and under-employed 
people, yet this Government has sat for 
more than a year on a Motion which 
aims at encouraging investors to invest 
money in the country anq provide employ­
ment for its people. Had this Motion 
heen readily welcomed when I introduced 
it, we might have had fifteen new indus­
trial concerns established in this country. 
Who knows? The increased tax con­
cessions which I am asking for have been 
orovided for in Trinidad and throughout 
the West Indies, even in Barbados. There 
is no doubt that the extended tax holiday 

concessions have brought investors to 
those islands. and I believe that if 
<;imilar concessions were provided in thi� 
countrv investors would have been 
attracted and we would not have had this 
unemployment problem. At least it 
would have been reduced. 

I am asking Government to increase 
the tax holiday p�iod from five to seven 
years. The present tax concessions 
offered by the Government are provided 
under the Industries Aid and Encourage­
ment Ordinance, 1956, the Income Ta_x 
(In Aid of Industry) (Amendment) 

Ordinance, Chapter 300, and the 
Industries Aid and Encouragement 
r Amendment) Ordinance, No. 21 of 
19 5 7. Those concessions are not suffi­
cient. in my opinion, to create the neces­
sary incentive to investors to come to 
this country. In Jamaica those conces­
sions and more, together with a tax holi­
day of seven years, are provided. If this 
Government was really interested in 
encournging investors to come to this 
country it would have taken the opport­
unity ever since to put our tax conces­
sions on par with those offered in tht. 
West Indies so as to attract investors to 
this country. 

I have been a meniber of the 
People's Progressive Party and I cannot 
help repeating that I know how they 
think. They are opposed to the free 
enterprise system, in spite of what they 
may say. They are opposed to people 
making profit from their hard earned 
cash which they invest. They would like 
toi get people like Castro in Cuba to come 
here and barter tobacco for timber. They 
are not interested in getting people to 
come here and invest money, because 
they do not want to have any dealings 
with capitalists. Only last week the 
Minister of Communications <111d Works 
reminded us . of the "blood moncv of 
slavery". He was referring to the im­
perialists of old, and that is the trend of 
thought which seems to be operating in 
the minds of some people all the time. 
They do not want to have any dealings 
with capitalists because they say that 
capitalism is an outmoded and dying 
system. They would like to see the 
establishment of a communist regime in 
this country, as they prefer to deal with 
communists. That is why they have sat 
down on this Motion. What has caused 
them to bring it forward now I do not 
know. 

While I was a member of the P.P.P.

I often urged the Executive to in­
crease our tax concessions, and they can­
not deny what I am saying. On the 

•.. 

... 
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Party Executive I have argued from- time 
to time that the best means of encourag­
ing investors to come to this country and 
to provide jobs for our jobless was to 
provide the necessary incentive and en­
couragement not only to investors 
from abroad but also to local people 
with money to invest. But every time 
I introduced that argument it was 
brushed aside, and that is the reason 
why I tabled this Motion immediately 
after I left the Party. 

The Motion is very clear and it does 
not need Y:.ery much argument to prove 
to my former friends that what I am 
saying is not guess-work. With your 
permission, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
read an extract from an articlt'; in a 
Jamaica m'i1_gazine headed "New Oppor­
tunities for Industrial Investments." On 
page 7 it says: 

"A Healthy Industrial Climate •.. 

... for profitable operation and for 
sound future growth awaits new manufac­
turers in Jamaica. 

Generous New Incentive Legislation ... 

... has been passed in Jamaica, · in 
order to launch an unprecedented drive 
to attract and expand industry. The gov­
ernment has enacted the following 
laws: 

The Industrial Incentives Law (No. 
45-1956) enacted in August 19.56, provides
freedom from income tax for periods up
to seven years. It also offers important
relief from customs duties on factory
building materials and equipment. It
applies to companies whose Jamaica pro­
duction will be sold wholly or in part on
the local market.

The Export Industry Encouragement 
Lllw (No. 49-1956) enacted in October 
1956, is a specially tailored statute offered 
to companies manufacturing in Jamaica 
solely for export to world markets. It 
offers similar income tax relief and import 
duty cop.cessions and also allows them 
clt1ty-free entry of raw materials. 

. The ln.ternational Business Com­

panies Law (No. 36-1956) enacted in 
August, 1956, provides freedom from in­
come tax for all time to mtemattonal busi­
ness cornp;mies whose activilies do aot in-

elude trading within the prescribed area­
The British West Indies, British Guiana 
and -British Honduras. 

An earlier Law, the Pioneer Indus­
tries (Encouragement Law) is still in effect 
and offers t::ix relief to manufacturers of 
products not previously manufactured on 
the Island, in the form of accelerat�d 
depreciation, and duty-free importation of 
machinery and building materials. 

The Hotels Aid Law, amended and 
liberalized since it was originally enacted, 
offers incentives to investors e.ngaged in 
new hotel construction." 

I will quote from the Annual Re­
port of the Industrial Development Cor­
poration for the year ended 31st Decem­
ber, 1956. 

Mr. Speaker: From where? 

Mr. Bowman: From Jamaica, I 
will read from page 2, paragraphs 2 to 
4: 

"Industrial Incentives Law, 19.56: 

The Industrial Incentives Law, 1956 
was proclaimed on the 23rd August. Thi� 
Law provides for the grant of concessions 
to any industry if the Government is 
satisfied that it will be of benefit to the 
Island, both economic and non-economic 
considerations being taken into account. 
The provisions of this Law make it a 
more flexible instrument of development 
than the Pioneer Industries (Encourage­
ment) Law since a product may be ap• 
proved even though manufacture is 
already being carried on, should such 
approval be justified by other considera­
tions. This enables the existing manu­
facturer to apply for concessions under 
this Law for the expansion of bis manu­
facture. and the benefits of the Law are 
not confined to new industries entirely. 

The following are the concessions:­

Relief from Import Duties: 

Similar duty-free concessions are 
offered as under the Pioneer Industries 
(Encouragement) Law during the time 
that the industry continues to be an 
"approved enterprise", viz., duty-free im­
portation of all building materials, tools, 
plant, machinery, pipes, pumps, conveyor 
belts or other appliances and materials 
necessary for and used in the construc­
tion, alteration, reconstruction or extcn-
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sion of the factory or for equipping the 
factory or any extension thereof but not 
for repairs or replacements. 

Relief from Income Tax: 

There is choice of one of two 
options. The first option is a 7-year 
tax holiday. In this period, however, 
notional depreciation of assets must be 
set up and in the 8th and successive years 
annual allowances may be made onJy on 
1he cjepreciated value at the, conclusion 
of the 7-year period. The second option 
allows for 6 years of tax benefits, the 
first 4 involving total relief and in the 
5th and 6th years, relief of two-thirds and 
one-third respectively of chargeable in­
come, after deduction of normal depre­
ciation. A company may, however, de­
lay taking advantage of the tax holiday 
for three years from the date of 
production, during which time, it will be 
permitted normal annual depreciation 
allowances. Once ,the Company enters 
the first 4 years of the tax holiday, allow­
ances for depreciation will cease but may 
be resumed in the concluding 5th and 
6th years." 

This is another Report from Bar­
bados [The Member holds a document in
his right hand] which tells us the same 
thing - 7 years. I am not saying that 
the concessions, apart from the 5 years 
that are offered by this country, are not 
good. I am arguing that the time should 
be increased from 5 years to 7 years. I 
feel that the other concessions offered 
compare favourably with what are offered 
in the West In�ies, but we are offering 
only 5 years whereas they are giving 7 
years. I have no doubt that the 7-year 
limit is the reason why investors prefer 
to invest tq.eir money in the West Indies. 
Apart from this concession there is some­
thing else which I 1'elieve could have 
encouraged investors to invest in Ja­
maica and the West Indies. 

The West Indies have a good 
market. They have a population of 
three million people as compared with 
British Guiana's half-million. Several 
people are investing in the West Indies, 

and I would prefer to see that our tax 
concessions are brought on a par with 
the West Indies. Let us do that and 
see what happens. 

I am sure that it will give greater 
encouragement to local investors and 
would-be investors. l am also sure we 
could encourage investors to come here 
by giving them two more years tax con­
cessions together with other benefits 
which can be found in the Reports which 
I have read. I know that better condi­
tions are offered to investors in Trinidad 
and Jamaica than what are offered in 
British Guiana. Tf the concessions to 
which I have referred are introduced in 
British Guiana, there is every likelihood 
that investors will be encouraged to come 
here. 

I am appealing to this Government 
not to harden their hearts because the 
Motion has not come from them, but to 
accept the Motion in order to improve 
the industrial development of this coun- '# 

try. I do not want to boost myself too 
much. When I was in Australia last 
year I made a point during my speech. 
Before I left here there was an interim 
policy statement by a party which was 
started by myself and Mr. Manraj. We 
said at the time and before I left for 
Australia: 

"That tbe Progressive Liberal Party 
believes in free enterprise, the ownership 
of P.rivate and individual property and 
freehold title to land. We feel that • 
people with initiative must be allowed to 
make reasonable profits from their in­
vestments. We are therefore pledged to 
become the bridgehead for Common­
wealth and foreign inviestments on an 
unprecedented scale in the Colony. 

To do this we are prepared to give � 
the necessary encQuragement - greater 
tax holiday. In other words. we will 
create the right atmosphere for invest­
ments, so that nobody will be afraid to 
invest."' 

This would prevent Feople fr.om 
being afraid to invest money in this coun­
try. That is the stand I took last year 

), 
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before leaving for Australia. [Mr. Rai: 
"Who wrote that?"I 1 am responsible 
for this statement. That is the way in 
which l have been thinking, and I supple­
mented it in my speech in Australia. I 
will read one paragraph of my speech in 
Australia. I was referring to the hard­
ship which our people in this country 
have to undergo. I said: 

"This is the kind of thinking that is 
being expressed in my country today. I 
am telling you this, because the fantastic 
scientific achievements of the Russians 
coming one after the other, almost every 
day, and their vast economic achievement 
and expansion, are things in themselves 
that can have profound influence on the 
minds of such young people. Therefore, 
I am asking those of you who have the 
power and the authority in your hands to 
put these facts to your ii.nanciers, your 
investors and your industrialht5, and urge 
them to come to British Guiana and 
make some investments. The country 
has great investment possibilities, great 
potentials. I guarantee that if they come 
they will get fair returns from their in­
vestments. We are prepared to give all 
rhe necessary tax concessions conducive 
to investment." 
You can see the consistency of my 

argument, unlike my hon. Friends on the 
other side of the Table who say one thing 
today and something else tomorrow. 
Everything that I have read has shown 
consistency. That is the way I have al­
ways been thinking, but when I discussed 
the matter in the Party's Council I was 
told: "Comrade, we do not want these 
people to come here- and suck the life­
blood of our people- We do not want 
them to enter our country and carry out 
all of the profits." 

In Jamaica perpetual tax conces­
sions are given to international compan­
ies; the companies are excluded from 
taxation for all times. Would this Gov­
ernmen·t do that? [Mr. Benn "Never".] 
Why? Because you are opposed to 
capitalists, and because you are a Com­
munist.· 

Mr. Speaker: Please address the 
Chair. 

• 

Mr. Bowman: They are not pre­
pared to give tax concessions. Mr. 
Manley was prepared to give concessions 
in Jamaica, but this idiotic Government, 
this pack of nincompoops who run this 
Government -

Mr. Spea,ker: Order, please, You 
must not say that. 

Mr. Bowman: When I left, the 
Minister of Trade and Industry told 
the Press that he could not think of 
making such a siily mistake as to offer 
me a Ministry. That is a lie; he offered 
me Mr. Edward Beharry's Ministry 
twice. 

Mr. Speaker: You were going very 
well, but now you have reached a certain 
part you are getting off the track. 

Mr. Bowman: I am only trying to 
show how my former friends or collea­
gues think. I want people to under­
stand the type of people whom we have 
in this Government, and unless I tell 
them they will not know, My former 
friends are people who doubt their words. 
They will say one thing before your face 
today, and if it goes against them to­
morrow they wi:U deny what they have 
said. 

Mr. Benn: That is irrelevant. 

Mr. Speaker: I will not leave it to 
Members to decide what is relevant or 
not. 

Mr. Bowman: I am trying to make 
Members see the type of people who are 
running this GovernmenL They are not 
prepared to do the necessary things to 
encourage industrial development in this 
country. What they are prepared to do 
is to create chaos. Only last week the 
Minister of Trade and Industry said that 
revolutions come when the people are 
disgusted a_nd cannot bear conditions any 
longer. That is what he is trying to do 
in this country. Every one of them, even 
that stooge there. --
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Mr. Benn: Sir, to a point of 
order--

Mr. Speaker: I called "order''. Are 
you going to take it out of my hands? 

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member must 
withdraw the remark. The hon. Mem­
ber has been consistently attacking mem­
bers of t.he Government. 

Mr. Spea,ker: I called the hon. 
Member to order, and while I was doing 
so, you got up and took over. I am not 
waiting for Members to tell me. I must 
again say that the hon. Member is 
entirely out of order for making this 
remark. I stopped the hon. Member and 
if the hon. Member does that again, I 
will have to name him in this Council. 

It is now five o'clock and we will 
have the adjournment; but I want to 
warn the hon. Member, if it happens 
again 1 will have to name him. It is 
happening far too often. But I do wish 
that when I am taking Members to task 

• 

and calling them to order on a particular 
information that other Members do not 
take over the ruling of the Chair. They 
should wait until I have finished. It is 
now five o'clock --

The Minister of Community De­
velopment and Education (Mr. Rai): 
Befor,e the adjournment is taken, I re­
spectfully ask you to call on the hon. 
Member to withdraw the statement. He 
has called a Member of the Government 
a stooge. 

Mr. Speaker: I have ruled that the 
hon. Member is out of order. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The Chief s�retary (Major Smith): 
I beg to move that Council adjourn to 
next Wednesday, 23-rd November, 1960, 
at two o'clock. 

Mr. Speaker: Council is adjourned 
to next Wednesday at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

I 

Council adjourned accordingly, at 
5.05 p.m . 
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