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THE 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 
OFFICIAL REPORT 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959-60) 
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES, 

CONSTITUTED UND_ER THE WEST INDIES . 
(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957. 

8th Sitting 

HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES 

The House met at 2. 30 p.m. 

Prayers 

l1ik SPEAKER in the Chair] 

EMERGENCY POWERS BILL 

To "make special provision for periods 
of emergency", presented by the Prime 
:\1inister and rea<l a First time. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1960 

(Second Reading) 

Order rea<l for resumption' of adjourned 
Debate [30th Novembf·r, 1959) on Ques
tion [19th Novembe1·, 1959] "That the 
Bill be now rea<l a Second time." 

Question a.gain pro71;sed. 

The Prime Minister : I am afraid 
that I have to at>ologise not merely to the 
Opposition but to my friends and enemies 
who have d10sen, in a way which has not 
really sur-prised me, to take the oppor
tunity d•Jring my absence on a bed of 

· sickness, thousands of miles away, to

Tuesday, 1st December, 1959 

condemn_ me on an accusation that I 
didn't even know about. 

I had always thought that in every 
Territory brought up in British traditions 
the greatest felon was told beforehand 
what the charges against him were, and 
evidence was taken against him and then 
he was given an opportunity to defend 
himself. But apparently the way things 
are going on in West Indian politics to
day, we have got to the stage where if 
any person, and for whatever reason, 
wishes to attack a. politician, he has only 
lo make an accusation against that 
politician and that politician's erstwhile 
close friends will stab him in the back. 

Dr. Radix : That is exactly what 
they did to you. 

The Prime Minister : I want to hear 
all the remarks possible. When I have 
finished some people will put their heads 
in the sand and try to bury themselves. 
-[lnterrupi1ion] - I did not hear what 
the hon. Member said. 

Mr. Cargill: Nobody on this side of 
the Hous� has said anything. 
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The Prime Minister: Mr. Speaker, 
when I was in Australia I got a letter 
from Jamaica, one from Barbados and a 
cable from Trinidad and none of these 
three communications told me exactly 
what was happening. The Jamaica letter 
merely said that if I could possibly pass 
through Jamaica, I should do so and I 
would hear all the facts - that is all. 

. The Barbados letter said : "There is a 
conspiracy afoot. You will need all your 
ingenuity to answer it". The cable, a Jong 
one, and more or less an official cable, 
said: "You are reported to have made 
some statements in North America which 
have been used against you in Jamaica 
and in other West Indian organs of the 
Press, and it will be a very good thing if 
you can get back quickly in order to 
answer it". The hon. Member for Surrey 
is laughing now; before I finish he won't 
laugh. 

Mr. Hill : Won't you allow me to 
laugh? 

The Prime Minister : Nobody is 
stopping the hon. Member from laughing 
now nor is anybody going to stop him 
from crying in another hour aud a half. 
This is a democracy. 

The point I am trying to make is that 
democratic processes did not take place 
last month. I don't know what has hap
pened to the hon. Member. It may be 
that a very undemocratic thing took 
place in the hon. Member's country. I 
wouldn't be surprised. 

If during my remarks I should say any
thing to cause laughter, I would ask hon. 
·Members to remember that I couldn't be

more serious than I am today. Never in 
thirty years of public life have I felt more 
bitter and more conscious of the necessity 
of my speaking bluntly an<l plainly than 
I feel this afternoon. 

I repeat, as my major premise, that in 
a British country the vilest n\an is told 
what he has done wrong. He is given a 
copy of the accusation the police have 
:igainst him, he is given a chance of read
ing it. a chance of getting a lawyer to 
defend him, and if he doesn't Ii.lee a lawyer '\ 
he is given a chance to defenq himself. 

D1·. Duhaney : Except in Income Tax 
law. 

The P1·ime Minister : Let Members 
take it that way .. They won't take it 
that way by the time I sit down. 

Only after a man is told what the 
charge against him is - I say bluntly and 
frankly that when I read this cable which 
is a long one - a whole foolscap sheet, 
dealing with several matters in The West 
Indies - I eame to the 'conclusion that 
I might have been thought to have said 
too much about Chaguaramas. That I 
did deliberately. I appealed to my audi
ence in strong terms. In spite of what Mr. 
Domingo has written there were hundreds 
of people in a larg<'i room; invitations were 
sent out; a num\er of people came to 
show their interest m Federation. Most 
of them were West I1i,gians, but a number 

. of Americans were also t11ere and I rubbed 
it in as much as I could. •,, 

I am not going to get up �ad listen to 
just what was said; I am not going to 
stand up in Woodford Square-� and say
what the Premier of Trinidad sa\_YS about 
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Chaguaramas. But I entirely agree with 
him that the Americans should come out 
of Chaguaramas. I rubbed it in because 
in that audience I saw people with whom 
[ had discussed the matter last year. I 
knew what their attitude was. Their 
attitude was, bluntly, "Why do I want 
the Americans to come out of Chaguara
mas when they are going to have to pay 
more Income Tax if a base is built some
where else" ? So I rubbed it in and when 
f heard from The West Indies I thought 
I was being accused of having overdone 
the Chaguaramas issue. Imagine my sur
prise - when I learnt the truth. I didn't 
even hear it in London; in London the 
West Indians who spoke to me knew very 
little but when I got to New York I heard 
that I was supposed to have attacked 
Jamaicans and to have said they were 
illiterates; I was supposed to have said 
that Trinidadians prefer to sing calypsoes 
than do this or that. 

Let me say that this is something I 
constantly say about Trinidadians and 
calypso. I have said it in different parts 
of this world. Not even when I say it in 
Trinidad has any attack been made on me. 
And there wasn't a soul, not even Trini
<ladians in New York, who didn't roll 
with laughter when I said it, by way of a 
joke, to enliven the dull moments. Even 
when the hon. Member, the super after

dinner speaker, the Member for St. Mary, 
speaks there are dull moments. I have 
heard hundreds of speeches in my life, 
but I have never heard better after
dinner speeches than those of the hon. 
Member for St. Mary when he is speak
ing on supposedly serious subjects. But 

uot even the Member for St. Mary can 
make a speech without a dull patch. 

I repeatedly talk about Trinidad 
calypso to students of Universities, in 
London, here in Trinidad, in New York 
and all about. Everybody takes it for a 
joke. Looking at the hon. Member from 
Middlesex, I think that if he were on this 
side he would remind me of one expression 
which I should use: Who are my accus
ers ? I am going to try to stick as much 
as possible to what was said by the hon. 
Member for Portland - that's a long way 
behind God's back. I presume. My trou
ble is that all my life I have not been 
able to help seeing the funny side of 
things, and when I see the funny side of 
things I forget that God has made us all 
but that He should never have made 
some people who have no sense of humour. 

Mr. Joseph : Don't criticise God. 

The Prime Minister: A man who 
hasn't got a sense of humour should not 
live. Mr. Speaker, where are my accus
ers, as the Member for Middlesex would 
say? 

I went to Paris in 1948 as an alterna
tive delegate to the United Nations. I 
made a speech that has been so often 
misquoted that I have ceased to worry 
about what my critics say. All I said was 
that we did not want Russia or Czecho~ 
slovakia or anybody else to speak for us. 
I used the phrase, "Too many cooks spoil 
the broth" . And I said that we in The 
West Indies were going to fight the 
Colonial Office alone. That statement 
has been said by my opponents to be a 
defence of the Colonial system. Foremost 
among those opponents were Mr. Reginald 
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Pierrepoint and Mr. Richard Moore, both 
of whom are avowed Communists. They 
have, on occasions, told me they were be
ing shadowed by F.B.I. agents because of 
their Communist activities. And any
thing I say that looks like an attack on 
Russia is sufficient for them to want to 
cut my throat. Every now and then Mr. 
Reginald Pierrepoint sends a bulletin to 
all the West Indian Press. He said, among 
other things, that I had appeared for a 
white man who shot a black man, and 
imagine my being made Prime Minister 
of Barbados ! He said I have always de
fended this, that and the other. 

He is the man who started this. I have 
not told you the position about Mr. 
Domingo. I have met him. I have been 
to his place in New York. I have copies 
of his pamphlets. I suppose most of us 
have. He is violently anti-Federation. 
Therefore, anything I should say, especial
ly affecting Jamaica, he would hit at. 

I must tell this House that even today 
I have to try to work up sufficient energy 
to read the newspapers. I have all the 
copies of the Gleaner and the Trinidad 
Guardian at home. Frankly, I have not 
been able to work up sufficient enthusiasm 
to read letters from Mr. Domingo or the 
articles which appeared in the Gleaner of 
October 23rd. 

In New York he was sitting at one 
time just a few yards from me. I saw 
him, and I knew him. And I will repeat 
the point I was making very seriously, 
that is, that some people apparently very 
close to me in New York are violently 
against our attitude to Chaguaramas. 

Here is the point I was making : I used 
this phrase: "You here sitti:pg before me 
who are West Indians should join in the 
fight to enable us to get <;:haguaramas. 
It is true the Capital did bot come to 
Barbados, but having come to Trinidad, 
let's get Chaguaramas". That was the 
whole of my speech. But everywhere in 
my speeches, I made a joke. I said we 
Bajans have to work or we ,starve. The 
Trinidadians have not. They prefer to use 
a guitar or a quatro, rather than a hoe. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I addecl that the St. 
Lucian does not have to work either. 
Everything is paradise in St1 Lucia. You 
lie down under a t ree and fruit drops in 
your mouth. 

Mr. Joseph : That is why Bousquet 
is so big. But what about Dominica ? 

The Prime Minister : I do not think 
I 

the Member for Dominica knows whether 
she is junior or senior. She is probably 
both. But she had to explain my use of 
the term primitive. Dominica is primi
tive, and it should remain primitive. You 
don't want another Bermuda in The West 
Indies. You want to carry the tourists 
to a place like Dominica to see primitive 
places. 

But, Mr. Speaker, that is the sort of 
speech I made in New York. And you 
have three Communists who would give 
a lot to make much of it. 

There are two or three newspapers that 
always attack me in The West Indies. As 
soon as a man is in politics he must realise 
he is going to get a lot of blows and that 
things will be said about him which are 
not true, even from a newspaper that can-
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11ot find money to defray costs and 
damages to be paid to a solicitor. 

I have always been told that it is no 
good skinning a flea just to get its skin. 
I ask, what is the good o.f suing a news
paper that cannot pay £50 in damages ? 

I wish to say to this House, Mr. 
Speaker, that if there were the slightest 
t rnth in the foul and filthy libel spread 
about in Jamaica and elsewhere, it would 
be the duty of this House - I don't know 
what the law of Trinidad is - to call 
upon a Justice-of-the-Peace and a doctor, 
to l1ave a Board of Lunacy over me. If 
anybody, let alone the Prime l\1inister, 
seriously says anything ill about any 
Unit, he should not just be fired as a 
:Minister but incarcerated in a mental 
home. 

Hon. Member: Hear, hear ! 

The Prime Minister : That '·hear, 
hear ! " sounds suspicious, as though the 
hon. Member means it. 

I say again that nobody but those 
three people could possibly have mis
understood what I was saying; and l\l(r. 
Richard Moore was one of them. When I 
went into the room - I had come in a 
little late - the Chairman said something 
and everybody got up except Mr. Richard 
Moore; and of course that was just to 
show what he thought of me. From then 
on he attacked both the Chairman and 
myself. 

Let me come specifically to Jamaica. I 
really cannot help putting my foot into 
it. The hon. Member for Portland tried 
his best to read the handwriting of the 

hon. Member for Surrey. I used to be told 
that one cannot possibly read a doctor's 
handwriting - not only because a doctor 
wrote dog Latin, but because he generally 
wrote badly- but I did not think that 
the hon. Member for Surrey's handwriting 
was so bad. 

Mr. Hill : Mr. Speaker, I want to 
make it clear that I wrote no speech or 
inspired the speech of any Member, and 
if the Prime Minister continues to make 
these false allegations in reference to me, 
I am going to invoke all my rights with 
all the vehemence at my command. I 
warn him in this House. 

The Prime Minister : The Minister 
on my less immediate right, Sir, watched 
carefully what was going on and it was 
he who called my attention to what 
was going on. If the hon. Member had 
been suffering from :fibrositis he would 
ha vc had to be carried out, he turned 
back so often to prompt the Member for 
Portland. 

Mr. Hill: How much more untruth
ful would the Prime Minister get ? Be
cause I am warning him, Mr. Speaker, 
that I am going to invoke my full rights 
in t his House. It is a lie ! 

The Prime Minister: That is un
parliamentary ! 

Mr. Speaker: You cannot say that 
the hon. Member has told a lie. You must 
therefore withdraw it. You may tell him 
so outside of this House but not in here. 

M1·. Hill: I withdraw it, Sir, but he 
has told the grossest terminological in
axactitude in his life. • 
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Mr. Afflick : I do not expect any
thing better from the Prime Minister 
after his reprehensible behaviour last 
night. 

The Prime Minister : Mr. Speaker, 
nil I said was what I was at first toid. I 
was not watching; but after I was told I 
turned to the Minister of Trade and In
dustry and drew his attention to what 
was going on. Sometimes it was sufficient
ly loud that we were able to hear the 
exact words being used. But, Mr. 
Speaker, there is nothing to prevent the 
hon. Member for Surrey telling another 
:Member to say sometl1ing; but the fact 
remains that we were watching out for it. 

Hon. Members (Government Benches) : 
True, true, true ! 

The Prim e Minister : I am not going 
to be long, Sir. · 

Mr. Hill: Speak the truth ! 

The Prime Minister : I come now to 
Jamaica. Sir, I was asked about uniform
ity in educational matters. I am sorry 
now that I did not bring along the written 
questions with • me. I had them because, 
when the meeting came to a close, I had 
before me the written questions from 1\/[r. 
Domingo and Mr. Richard Moore, and I 
put them in my pocket. I always make 
it a point never to destroy anything that 
may some day be useful. They asked me 
what about uniformity in educational mat
ters and this was my answer: "Uniformity 
is, strictly speaking, impossible" . You 
will agree with me that the religious views 
of Barbados and St. Kitts are very low -
the people believe in low church practices; 
they hate even the thought of incense. 

Hon. Member : Incense ! I 

The Prime Minister : I nm merely 
saying some things that are fa~tual. I am 
not criticising Jamaica, Domip.ica or St. 
Lucia as being strictly Roman Catholic. 
They insist on a Roman Catholic educa
tion. I said this in addition : that Bar
bados might be only 24 by 12, but there 
are 600 miles of good roads. As a Bar
badian, with all the modesty I can com
mand -- I can claim that the best roads, 
bnr none in The. West Indies+- are to be 
found in Barbados. We have spent per
haps too much money on our roads -
execllent roads ! No child ha~ too far to 
go to cateh a bus and get to i,chool. 

Mr. W. B. Williams: No hills! 

The Prime Minister: Jamaica 1s 

mountainous. Jamaicans have got to 
trnvrl miles to get to school, therefore 
you find fewer children in schoc,ls than is 
the cnse in Barbados. 

;\fr. Speaker, perhaps I did wrong to 
call 1\Iiss Chapman's name, but I :was 
nsked about the percentage. I said that 
I had no figures : that I had not only 
been Premier of Barbados but Min
ister of' Education also, and had the edu
cational figures o.f most parts &r the world; 
figures for Europe, and figures for The 
West Indies, and I knew that the per
centage of illiteracy in Barbados was less 
lha11 anywhere else in the Caribbean 
area, but I did not remembbr the exact 
figures. At the time the only thing I 
could remember was an article written by 
Miss Chapman which said tifty-one per 
cent. I did not only quot~ that figure 
but I gave my source for it. At the time 
I could not be accurate even as far as 
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Barbados is concerned. I know that it is 
only one per cent of the children of school 
age. I even went further and promised 
that when I returned to The West Indies 
I would get the correct figures and send 
them on to the Chairman who would pass 
them on to those gcritlemen. That is all 
I sa id. I even made the excuse for J a
maica saying that the high mountains 
made it difficult for transportation and I 
could not expect that the children would 
be able to get to their schools without 
much hardship. But here it is - these 
three Communist gentlemen have never 
forgiven me for what I said in 1948. I did 
uot remember the hon. lVfembcr, or else I 
would have quoted him as the fourth . 
Because there was a time when he was a 
Communist. He has apparently seen the 
errors of his way since he has been fired 
from the P.N.P. 

:\Ir. Speaker, the hon. Member says 
that I am like him - an old parlia
mentarian, and that I sometimes make 
mistakes and sometimes forget; that when 
I speak in the House I cannot reply to 
attacks; but now that he is attacked by 
me I am asked to keep quiet. TI1e hon. 
;\fomber did not attack me personally, he 
attacked me through his nrn,uth-piece wl10 
sits behind him. 

Mr. Hill : That's not true. 

The Pl"ime Minister: I know it, am! 
at least half a dozen people over here 
know it. I pity him greatly. A Marxist 
in the middle of a F ascist body. What 
d se can you expect ? 

I think I have covered a ll the points -
Lhe two things that I am told I am guilt y 

of : saying that Trinidadians like calyp
soes better than they like work - and I 
would like to ask the hon. Member for 
"Nowhere", "who wants to work if he can 
11 void working ?" 

Mr. B1·yan : You wouldn't be asking 
Lha t - I come from somewhere and I 
thought you would remember that last 
night I made myself very emphatic. None 
of these low gibes will ever get me, Sir. I 
cr:n parry any. 

The Prime Minister : It is so easy 
lo get the hon. Member on his feet ! 

After t his House is finished with its 
business and you talk to him outside, he 
is like a lamb. H e tries to make a point 
when he is talking here but after that he 
folds up. If he hadn't folded up he 
wouldn't be where he is now. He is ex
pended. 

Mr. B1-yan : Expended enough to 
s~reLch you last night. If you want that 
sort of thing to go on in this House you 
know T have a lot of it. 

Mr . Speaker : Is that a. Point of 
Order ? 

Mr . Bryan : I am just behaving like 
the Prime M inister. 

lVIl-. Speaker: I am surprised at 
Lhat behaviour from you ! 

The P1ime Minister : If the hon
:\1cmbcr had been behaving like the 
P rime M inister he would still be in a 
Party. But nobody is listening to him, 
except t hat when he talks you have to 
hear, as he speaks so loudly . 

H on. Members must remember that 
those on t his side of the House have red 
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blood in their bodies and that when you 
sit over there and make rude, offensive re
marks, because we are quiet, don't you 
believe that we arc not going to hit back 
some time or other. You don't always 
hit back straight away but occasionally 
when you provoke us we are going to 
reply, and we are going to reply as long 
as the electors of The West Indies keep 
us here. And it will not be April 22nd 
anytime, but 1963 and after 1963 another 
five years ! 

Hon. Members (Government Benches) : 
Hear, hear! 

The Prime Minister : 1\Iind you, I 
have no doubt that in 1963 the hon. 
Leader of the Opposition will be leaving 
those benches to sit over here ... - lln
terruption]. 

The Prime Minister : I don't 
t hink there is any more I can say. I have 
endeavoured to be mild and quiet. I have 
endeavoured, but it is difficult to be mild 
and quiet when you know that three of 
your worst enemies have caused all this 
stupidity . There is a Mr. Ernest Wake
land - I hope he is not in any way con
nected with any Member of the Federal 
Parliament - who has written a lot of 
tripe. I saw so much of it that I couldn't 
read it. I saw some of it in the Gleaner. 
I have one here with me - "Unable to 
see benefit of Federation". This is th e 
Gleaner of 7th November. 

Mr. Hill : Read it. 

The Prime Minister : Read all this 
tripe ? I am not referring to the remarks 
of the hon. Member before me. I can 

say •·tripe" of anybody as long as it is 
not a Member of this House. 

1\fr. Speaker, I would not have taken 
any notice whatever of this except to say 
this - and I regret very much to say it 
because it will act like an atom bomb. I 
came bm·k t o ',The w ·est Indies and I 
heard certain things. I made enqumes 
only to get rumours confirmed as being 
something more than rumours. Let me 
say this : I have been in politics and 
public life for thirty years. I always 
boasted that nothing takes me by sur
prise. I cut out all illusions when I was 
much, much younger - twenty years ago. 
But I have heard one or two remarks and 
I have seen t hem in print. I have en
quired and have been told that they are 
t rue. Some of you have a habit of firing 
\Ir. 1\ianley at me, but let me say quite 
bluntly that Mr. Manley is the Chairman 
of the West Indian Federal Labour Party, 
just as Professor Laski, without ever hav
ing a scat in the H ouse of Commons, used 
lo be Chairman of the British Labour 
Party. Nothing more. He does not pre
t end t hat 11e has any right to dictate to 
us and he doesn't dictate to us. I keep 
saying it. He isn't even a back-seat driver. 
He is on the pavement watching a car go 
by. All this talk about our having to 
listen to what he or the Premier of Trini
dad says, is sheer undiluted nonsense, and 
it is the last resort of people who have no 
argument and who think they are going 
to be funny by throwing things like that 
at us. 

A Party has got to get together and 
agree on general principles, no matter 
who is head or non-head. That is only 
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organisation. Having agreed on your 
principles, you l1ave a Prime Minister, 
you have a Cabinet. They are entrusted 
with the duty of running the Govern
ment. If there is anything that you 
haven't promised the electorate in your 
manifesto at election t ime you get to
gether and consider it and you say, "we 
must do so and so". If back-benchers do 
not exactly like what the 1\1:inisters are 
trying to do they should go to the Min
isters and ask them what is the meaning 
of t his Bill that is being presented. You 
can't run a democracy otherwise. You 
must have the support of your whole 
Party to what you are preaching. The 
whole Party of course means the majority 
because there may be one obstreperous 
person. It doesn't exist over here and 
sometimes I think there are two obstre
perous persons over there - three, but 
one has not come in this afternoon - who 
want to dictate to the whole Party. That 
is impossible in any democracy. The 
minority might be right and the majority 
might be just idiots, but as long as they 
are in the majority they are entitled to 
come here and say "this is our policy". 
Let me pay the Opposition this tribute : 
there is a great deal of discipline on the 
other side, whether or not, to use the 
words of the hon. Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, they are allowed to think 
otherwise. Just before he sat down he 
threw that at me - "If the Prime Min
ister will allow them to talk". Often the 

Prime Minister wished they wouldn't talk 

so much, far from trying to stop them. 
That is purely from the point of view of 

time. If we are going to be here until 
F ebruary, let all of us talk. To suggest 

that Government back-benchers can't 
talk, is not even a good after-dinner re
mark. 

Let me say now, as regards what I have 
just referred to, that I cannot conceive 
of Mr. Manley, with his intelligence, with 
his knowledge of parliamentary practice 
and procedure, attempting to tell us, 
"You have got to do this and you have 
got to do the other". I am being very 
careful of my language, Sir. If what is 
reported is true - and I have not seen 
any contradiction - I have to say "God 
preserve us from our friends". For if 
without the slightest intimation to me, 
he, has, as reported, said "so and so", it 
is in truth a conspiracy, and I repeat that 
I know that it is a conspiracy to fire me. 
The stupidity of it ! Mr. Tovares doesn't 
begin to know what is the meaning of a 
M inisterial system and the position of a 
Prime Minister. 

Hon. Members (Opposition Benches): 
Not on this side of t he House. 

The Prime Minister : You get up and 
say we must change leadership. Because 
the horse is not pulling the cart you don't 
destroy the cart and the horse. I would 
much prefer to be a horse with a broken 
leg and struggling with my cart and I 
would hate to feel I am a quadruped with 
long ears that listens to free speech 
rumour and makes no attempt to know if 
it is true. Let me take an instance -
suppose I heard the rumour that the hon. 
Archdeacon Lennon was guilty of poison
ing a member of his congregation, you 
think I would condemn him without first 

finding out the truth about it ? You tell 
me I would not take steps to see why 

--, 
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tha t was said ? Just tell me that. I 
would not condemn a man without know
ing the facts or giv ing him a chance to 
reply to the rumour. I would not do that 
lo a single Member over there. 

Mr. Cargill: Except me. 

The Prime Minister : I would not 
have the energy to confound either of these 
two M embers a nd the last two people I 
would hang for are the two of t h em. 

You don ·t accept an accusation againsl 
_\:011 r Friends and Colleagues and con
demn them. The greatest v illain unhung 
:::1 entitled to be told what the accusation 
ngainst him is. I do not intend to say 
any more on that , Sir, b ecause the less 
said t he better. 

T here is no diffci·encc of opinion in the 
W.I.F.L.P. 

Hon. Members ( Opposition B ench es) : 
You don't know. Wait till he comes back 
from l\fonos. 

The P1ime Minister: If some h on. 
:Vfembers know o.f a division, I don't. 
J>crhaps th e hon. Member over there has 
paid someone . ... 

Mr . Joseph: You still have doubts 
enough to feel t ha t they can be bough t? 

The Prime Minister : This is what I 
have to say. For good or ill, t his Parlia
ment m ade me Prime M inist er, Nobody, 
not a single soul, not even my wife is 
~oing to t ell m e how to run, in combina
Lion with m y Colleagues, t his Govern

ment. 

Hon. Members (Oppositio11 Benches) : 
What about the Premier of Trinidad ? 

The Prime Minister : Every P rime 
\ Iinistcr has to know how his Colleagues 
feel. H e must go wit h the group th a t 
goes with him . H e would be a n idiot to 
do otherwise. ] have not so far found in 
m y Colleagues any feeling t!Hit they arc 
llllWilling to run this Govermrent in the 
,,·ay a parliamentary democracy is r un. 
There is not the slightest unwill ingness t o 
,,·ork with me. 

l\'Ir. Joseph : What about last night ? 

rl'he Prime l\linister : ?\Ir. Speaker, 
l11c 011 ly thin g I hnvc to say nbout last 
night is Lhat t here is a little eighteen cents 
pamphlet on Parliamentary procedure 
that I would comm end to hon. l\ifembcrs 
opposite. If the,v feel they can't afford to 
bu ;v it , t ell me and we O\"CI' h ere wi ll get 
the copies for them. 

I ~i t do,rn here and so long as I han 
l he honour lo be a l\'Iinistcr , let alone 
Prime Mini~tcr, I am going to attempt to 
put the Federal Government on the sam e 
foot ing t hat the olh er members of the 
Commonwealth have put themselves. I 
had been asked, while I was in L ondon, 
by my own son who works on the Carib
bean Series of t he BBC to make a state
ment on this crisis bus iness a nd I r efused. 

I r efused because, a s I said , I did not 
know. What I want to do above a ll things. 
is to restore to English people t he attitude 
they had to us last June. La, t June, we 
were in London, these two hon. lVIembers 
can bear me out, and the feeling in London 
towards The W est Indies F ederation wa~ 
that we h ad clone a great job. But tha t 
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attiti.,de does not exist now. I found that 
out last month when the Times carried 
au article and when they came to me. I 
had the Daily D espatch, the Daily Ex
press, the Telegravh, the Times, all asking 
me what is this crisis in The West Indies. 
I refused to answer. 

Mr. Cargill: What about the Glecmer? 

The Prime Minister: If I said what 
I thought about the Gleaner it might be 
,;aid that I am casting aspersions against 
all Jamaica. I would like to see the 
D eputy Leader of the Opposition s tarting 
a new Gleaner so that some of us on this 
side would be able to stop living off our 

gardening and chauffeur allowances as he 
put it, as we would be able to get a couple 
thousand pounds from suits against the 
Chronicle . 

I hope that everyone on both sides of 
the H ouse will say no matter what is the 
s tate of things during elections time or 
after elections, that The West Indies are 
determined to succeed, and work to that 
end . That is the point I made in London 
.inJ I asked Lhc Press to emphasise that. 
I said it even when I was about to get on 
th e plane and I asked them to print that 
there is no country in the world that has 
been made into a Federation that has 

the intention to succeed as we in The 
West Indies. 

The newspapers .... 

Mr. Joseph : Like the 'Torch ! 

The Prime Minister: The hon. 

:\lember who just spoke is a twin brother 

to the Editor of the Torch-

I appeal to the Opposition as much as 
to Government M embers - t ell every 
single person who asks what we have 
done-t ell them that you believe as a truth 
that in the early days, the United States, 
the Australian, the Canadian and other 
F ederations had all these problems and 
these difficulties and nevertheless they 
succeeded. In 1867 Canada started and 
even up to today they have not yet solved 
all their problems. They still have 
Quebec. Their Federation still works and 
1Yc here in The West Indies can m ake 
ours work. 

There is o-ne thing I have to add - one 
of the things I said while discussing edu
cation was that religious differences mean 
nothing to us in The West Indies in our 
determination to succeed, be it Hindu, 
:\fuslim, Jew, Roman Catholic or Pro
testant, and I begged all t he newspaper 
people who came to me to write that down 
if they " ·ant to help The West Indies, and 
I now beg the Opposition and Govern
ment M embers to do the same. 

Mr. Sinanan : What are we going to 
~o with the agnostics ? 

The Prime Minister : An agnostic 1s 
a rcrson willing to learn. 

Hon. Member (Opposition B enches) : 
Ilow about t he Government side; are 
Lhcy not willing to learn ? 

The Pl'ime Minister : They are t he 
apostles. 

~fr. Speaker, I must thank the Op
position for accepting my remarks in the 
spirit in which they were taken. This is 
exactly what happened in New York, but 
for these three birds ! 

1 
l 

" 
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When Mr. Moore passed up a question 
to me, "How can you a Barbadian, how 
can the Prime Minister say that Bar
badians are the most intelligent people ?" 
I replied that I said that every now and 
then. I know that I am wrong to make 
that remark because it is so obvious. The 
remark caused laughter. 

Mr. W. B. Williams : What about in
dustry? 

The Prime Minister : When I was 
asked by Mr. Domingo, I told him "You 
are probably right; I was quoting Mr. 
Chapman. I have not got the figures at 
my finger-tips; I will get in touch with 
The West Indies and will let you know 
what the recent figures are". 

When Mr. M oore made the remark 
about Barbados, I probably created the 
greatest amount of laughter by saying, 
" None of you would suspect that Moore 
is a Barbadian" . And when I added, "Goel 
forbid that I should ever lose my sense of 
humour" - just as you have accepted my 
speech this afternoon-

Hon. Member (Opposition Benches) : 
Who says we have accepted it ? 

The Prime Minister: The hon. Mem
l>er cannot accept it because he has got 
to go and ask the M ember in front of him 
what his reactions should be. I have no 
doubt that about this time tomorrow 

, night when the hon. Member has lectured 
to him, he will come back and say whether 
he accepts my remark or not. 

M r . Speaker, I again say thanks to the 
Government Benches for realising that I 
was not such a fool as to go and draw 

~ 

odious comparisons between one T erritory 
and another. I hope my Friends behind 
me wouldn't feel hurt if I say that I £eel 
I have as many Friends on the opposite 
Benches as I have here, but they are 
shame-faced to walk across the House 
and sit down here. 

Mr. Sinanan: It is quite clear, Mr. 
Speaker, that the hon. Prime M inister is 
in good form this afternoon. Frankly, I 
need not have heard an explanation from 
him today stating that what he said was 
obviously said with his customary sense 
of humom·. I even suspect that part of 
\Yh at he said was taken out of its context. 

Hon. Members : H ear, hear ! 

Mr. Sinanan: :Frankly, Sir, I was 
astonished when I got to New York to 
meet a number o.f people who are ve"ry 
devoted to Federation, a number of West 
Indians, who gave me the impression that 
some sort of revolution was taking place 
in The West Indies; and I was even more 
shocked when I got dmvn here to find out 
what was supposed to have sparked this 
controversy. 

But I wish to address this House on 
the question of stability so fat· as t he out
side world is concerned, because I felt 
terribly let down when, on my way home, 
in every country where I stopped I made 
sm e - just as the hon. Prime Minister 
did and other Members of this House 
have done and will do in the future - to 
point out to our friends abroad that al
though we have Latin American countries 
that seem to settle their business by 
force, although we are surrounded by 
Latin American countries that seem to 
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believe in settling their business with 
bullets, we in The West Indies, moving 
on to the status from British West Indian 
islands to a Federation and ultimately to 
Dominion status in the Commonwealth, 
have always presented stability in Gov
ernment. 

One thing that will do this Federation 
a considerable amount of harm is th1t 
impression that there is every anxiety to 
topple a Government because people 
believe that one. or two injudicious remarks 
might have been made. 

But what my hon. and learned Friend 
did not do - and I appreciate his position 
in the matter - is to point out to this 
House that we on this side never advo
cated his removal nor are we likely to be 
so inclined in the future unless something 
extremely serious arises which at the 
moment we cannot foresee. 

It is not always that one would like to 
pat one's self on the back. I am sorry 
that the Minister of Social Affairs is a 
little way off, but I hope she will hear 
what I am saying because at the opening 
of this Parliament in the Red House, hon. 
Members will r emember that the Op
position laid down its policy for the five 
years to come. The Minister of Social 
Affairs lamented the fact that the speech 
was strewn and bedecked with so much 
Tory language - although I have been 
told that in my absence she had adopted 
t he Tory language of the greatest of all 
the Tories, Sir Winston Churchill, though 
I understand h er quotation was not strict
ly accurate. 

lVIr. Speaker, what we said then we say 
now. We faced the West Indian Nation 

as a Party. My hon. and learned Friend 
the Prime Minister faced t he West Indian 
Nation leading his Party. We fought with 
the definite understanding that one Party 
would form the Government because of 
numerical strength, and that we would 
form the Opposition. 

So far as we are concerned on this 
side of the House, the hon. Gentleman 
leads the Government, and we will respect 
him as Prime M inister of this country. I 
wish to tell him and his Colleagues, that 
in spite of the badinage that goes on here, 
in spite of the fact that we claim the right 
to pulverise this Government as much as 
possible, we have always said in Party 
caucuses across the way, that the hon. 
Gentleman is Prime Minister of The West 
Indies and we will respect him inside and 
ou tside of this Parliament. 

But what the Prime Minister did not 
say - I suppose cannot say - I will say. 
I hope that people who occupy the 
Benches opposite will cease their intrigues 
against their own Prime Minister, and 
that the sooner they realise that their 
loyalty is to this Parliament and to this 
Government and not to any Territorial 
Governments, the better for all of us. We 
make this broad, general statement in the 
hope that no one will be so misguided 
over there as to force us to be specific. 

Hon. Members (Government Benches): 
Be specific. 

Mr. Sinanan : Mr. Speaker, we have 
heard, and I have re::td in the newspaper 
that there was a conspiracy against the 
Prime Minister - not a conspiracy by 
hon. M embers over here. 

~ I 

. l 



I 

I 

t 

~ 

L 

-- ~· "' ... 
449 Appropriation Bill lf)(iO - Second R eading 450 

Tu esday, 1st December, 195!J 

Hon. Member : ln the newspaper! 

Mr. Sinanan : A nrwspaper is not 
always irresponsible. 

1\fy hon. Friends opposite ought to 
know that sometimes when a newspaper 
comes out in headlines there is always a 
tittle of tmth w h i s p c re cl to that 
newspaper by people who want to create 
trouble. We have sufficient experience in 
public li fe to know that. It is so obvious 
that if the detractors of the Leader of 
Government want to grasp at anything 
against him a statcnwnt made in jest 
which all of us make - I exchange the 
same kind of fun and the same humour 
with Members on this side of the House; 
we talk about Jamaica in the same way 
that the English and Scots make their 
own jokes. 

What is this anxiety of those who have 
been working for months against the 
Prime Minister? 

We wish to put on record that this side 
of the House is prepared to be a responsi
ble Opposition, that we are going to attack 
this Government everytime we feel, and as 
Jong as we feel that the Government 
should be attacked; that we will keep 
them on their toes, and will file question 
after question, and Motion after Motion. 
Consequently, I am afraid the hon. Mem
ber would have to listen to many more of 
the brilliant speeches of m~, hon. Friend 
from Surrey. 

This Government is going to be chal
lenged all the time by the Opposition, but 
not with the desire to disrupt or to em-

• 

barrass Government or to rrplace their 
exist ing office-holders. 

Mr. Speaker, I have always enjoyed 
listening to my hon. Friend, the Member 
for Montserrat. I am sorry he is leaving 
now, although I understand there is an 
alternative M e m b e r . H e played 011 

the fact that the M ember for the Eastern 
· Counties had had some differences with 

his Party. What has amazed me is that 
nobody asked the hon . Member how it is 
he is deserting his Government with such 
rapidity. It is not a good sign. I ex
rected some sort of explanation from him. 

Mr. Bousquet : He is only following 
Lightbourne. 

Mr. Sinanan : Mr. Lightbourne lefl 
to fight a general election in Jamaica. 

Mr. Belinfanti: He is going to he the 
Chief Minister of M ontserrat. 

Mr. Sinanan: Then, I accept t hat 

explanation. If he is leaving to be the 
Chief Minister of Montserrat, I can say 
no more. 

l\1r. Speaker, the only other point to 
which I wish to make reference is the 
statement by the Deputy Speaker of the 
House. He said that, in his opinion, the 
Inter-Governmental Conference had failed. 
And, frankly, Sir, I was about to come to 
the same conclusion in the last days of 
the Conference. But, on further reflec
tion, I felt the Conference did not fail , 
and in a number of ways, most important 
of which is that at some time or another 
the outstanding political leaders of The 
West Indies had to meet, rather than to 
be firing salvoes in their separate T erri-
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tories. It is a good thing they met be
cause, consistent with the aspirations of 
the people of The West Indies and the 
responsibility of the leaders, the fact that 
everybody said that Federation is in 
danger will make them take a more sober 
approach to the problems and they will 
rededicate themselves to the entire con
cept of Federation. If this comes, I think 
the Conference would have done a con
siderable amount of good. 

Hon. M embers will allow me to say 
that it is not always that the newspapers 
pursue a correct line. I feel, Mr. Speaker, 
that a considerable amount of harm -
what I am saying might be considered 
\·cry undiplomat ic of a man in public life, 
h ut I believe the success of the Federa
tion is more important than the success 
of the individual - I would say, in all 
sincerity, that a considerable amount of 
harm has been done to this Federation by 
the newspapers in The West Indies. I 
would say to this House, as I suggested 
to my hon. and learned Friend the Prime 
Minister, that some heart to heart talks 
will have to be held with the Editors of 
the newspapers in the Caribbean, because 
the outside world looks to this Federation 
with anxious and sympathetic eyes. The 
outside world marvels at the fact that we 
are fighting an uphill battle and that we 
:n-e trying to federate a group of scattered 
islands. If we succeed it will be the great
est tribute and we would have to carry 
the organs of public opinion with us 

Even at the risk of being castigated by 
the newspapers, I would suggest that they 
check and re-check their stories instead of 
making anxious and hasty attempts for 
hearllines ancl dramatics. 

l\1r. Speaker, I was not here for the 
entire debate, but I think it is obvious, 
from the atmosphere I saw here, that 
while tempers were rising there was still 
that respect for the dignity of Parliament. 
And I hope, sincerely, that we would con
tinue that way, that the Opposition will 
continue to be as alert as it has been and 
that the Government, as a whole, will 
continue to do their job and to carry this 
Federation successfully forward. Because, 
Mr. Speaker, more than ever the Com
monwealth needs this F ederation. 

I could not be more satisfied in my own 
mind that in spite of our financial differ
ences we have a considerable amount of 
talent that can contribute towards world 
thought and world cul ture. We could 
bring to bear in the Commonwealth a 
considerable amount of good, and I be
lieve that within a short time this West 
Indian nation will not only take its right
ful place within the Commonwealth but 
we would be considered among the fore
most of those nations of the world that 
are dedicated to democratic and parlia
mentary life. 

Mr. Bradshaw: :;v1r. Speaker, I should 
like to· say how deeply touched I have 
been by the expressions of approval that 
have come from all sides of the House for 
the speech on the Budget. I say that, as 
I always do, quite sincerely. I hope that 
as the finances of the Federation increase, 
and I believe they will increase, succeed
ing M inisters of Finance will be able to 
paint brighter pictures of the finances and 
economic condition of the Federation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid I will have to 
animadvert upon the attempts made to 

.~ 
l 



I 

' 

~ 

~ .. 

-- --- ....._.. 

·,. 
453 A ppro71riati.on Bill 1960 - Second Reading 454 

Titesclay, 1st D ecember, 1959 
ll\1:R. BRADSHA ,v] 
raise certain issues by some of the hon. 
Members on the other side of t he House. 
May I be permitted, Sir, to · deal firstly 
with what fell from the lips of the hon. 
I\fember for Surrey ? H e chose, Mr. 
Speaker, to accuse Government of having 
caused the Inter-Governmental Confer
ence to fail. 

I think, Sir, he said among other t hings 
that the Government d id no homework, 
and that the GovernmC'nt held a counter
feit Conference. 

Sir, if t he Conference was a counterfeit 
Conference, then surely the hon. Member 
for Surrey is himself a political counter
feiter, because he took part in what he 
called a counterfeit Conference. He was 
a member of the Federal Government 's 
delegation. Let me repeat : if in his 
opinion it was a counterfeit Conference 
and he has chosen to come before this 
hon. H ouse and say that the F ederal Gov
ernment organised a counterfeit Confer
ence in which he took part, then he 
himself is a political counterfeiter. 

On the question of homework, Mr. 
Speaker, maybe the hon. 1\'1ember was en
deavouring to throw suspicion away from 
himself, because h e had quite a lot of 
material on which he could do homework, 
and I b elieve he did none at all. 

Wha t was the Conference called for ? 
We see in the R eport on the Conference 
which was laid before this H ouse, Mr. 
Speaker - page 1, I think, under ·the 
heading "Introduction" - a stat ement 
which reads as follows : 

"The Conference was convened to r e
view the working of the F ederal Con-

stitut ion, to discuss various points of 
view and work out a pattern of pro
posals which could be put to Her 
"\fajesty's Government at the Con
ference to be convened under Article 
118 of the Constitution". 

That was the purpose of the Confer
ence. In preparation for that Conference, 
:\Ir. Speaker, the F ederal Government did 
a considerable amount of wof k. The Con
ference was convened on the 28th of Sep
tember, but on the 4th of September a 
Savingram was sent out by t he Governor
General to all the Governors and Admin
istrators in The West Indies Federation, 
advising them of t he subje6ts that were 
to be considered when the Conference 
met. 

In paragraph 2, Mr. Speaker, the 
Governor-General's Savingram had this 
to say : 

"The Inter-Government!l,l Conference 
will convene at Federal House on the 
28th September. Its purpose is t o 
consider matters arising from the 
working of the Federal Constitution 
and to see how far agreement can be 
reached on a pattern of proposals." 

On the 11th of September, Mr. Speaker, 
another Savingram was sent out from the 
same source and to the same people, and 
it set out a number of P apers that were 
being sent to the Governments and Ad
ministrators on matters that were to be 
discussed at the Conference. The subject 
matters of the Papers were as follows : 

Paper 1- G.C. 591 on Customs Union; 
Paper 2 - I ssue of a West Indian Pass
port; Paper 3 - R epresentation in the 
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House of l~epresentatives; Paper 4 - In
come T ax; Paper 5 - F ederal Finances. 

Those were the Papers, Mr. Speaker, 
prepared for the Conference to discuss 
and which were sent to every Governor 
and Administrator within the Federation, 
and supplier! in a folder to every member 
of the J?edcral delegation. So that, if the 
hon. "i\T ember for Surrey did not do his 
homework he must not come here and ac
cuse th e Federal Government of not doing 
its homework. The F ederal Government 
supplied him with a ll the material with 
which he could have exercised his mind, 

. and if he did not do that he must not ac
ci. 1sc Lh c F crleral Government in the way 
he , 11as. 

Mr. Hill: The night before the Con
ference :' 

Mr. B,radshaw : But that is not all , 
::\Ir. Speak,er. On the 19th of September, 
t hree other .Papers were seut: (1)- u~e 
of Lhc West\ India R egiment for In ternal 
Sccurit? P11rposes; (~)-The F edeml In
forma tio1 ,1 Di\'ision, Prime ::\finistcr's 
D cpartm-cnt: and (:3)-Con;;titu t ion:1 l 
Changes.' So that, l\fr. Speaker. the ho11 . 
::\[ember I had before him , and the Confl'l'-
1·ncc lrnd before it. eight Paper;; suhmitt rd 
b.,· the Fc~deral Govemmcnt in addit ion t o 
Papers swpmittecl by various Gon:rnmen ts 
0 11 matter ;; that were to be discussed. 

' 
I belieY'.e, Mr. Speaker, I h:ne said 

enough to' obliterate the false accusation 
tha t the Federal GoYernment did no 
homework. The hon. :Member for Surrey 
did none, because at the Conference he 
\\'as more concerned about taking notes, 

npparently for transfer to newspapers and 

' ........ 

for bringing into this House for the pur
pose of endeavouring to vilify the Gov
ernmcn t, than paying attention to what 
wa s happening a t the Conference, or mak
ing an,v contribution to it whatever. 

But, Sir, if additional evidence were 
needed to prove the amount of work the 
Federal Government did before the Con
ference and during the Conference, both 
on the scene and behind the scenes, I 
should refer you, Sir, to page IO of the 
Heport on the Proceedings of the Confer
ence, to which I have referred before. At 
paragraph 46 you will find, Mr. Speaker, 
the following : 

··The Prime }linister stat ed that he 
agreed c.i1tircly but as the Leader of 

the F ederal delegation, h e suggested 
reference of all the questions to Com
mittees a s the only possible way to 
a rnid the collapse of the Conference. 
H e was ,·cry concerned about main
taining the pres tige of the Federa
tion in the eyes of the world. H e 
though t t hat further discussion in 
Plenary Session seemed unlikely to 
scn ·e any useful purpose at this stage, 
nnd proposed an adjournment to 
Wednesday 7th October. In the 
interim , the Federal Government 
would work out te rms of reference 
for :1 series of Working Committees 
which l he Conference might appoint 
lo eonsidcr the various problems." 

And finally, ?lfr. Speaker, on page 13, 
pa ragraph 67, we see the terms of refer
ence of the Committees to which the 
Prime Minister had referred, or had pro
rosed, and also the t erms of reference that 
\\'ere worked out by the Federal Govern-

1 
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ment. Those terms of reference, l\fr. 
Speaker, were adopted by the Conference, 
and used for the purpose not only of 
setting up the Comm'ittees, but used by 
the Committees lo guide them along. 

3. 50 p .rn . 

I musL say this, :Mr. Speaker, as one 
who has had the honour of presiding over 
one of the Committees set up by the Con
ference-the one to deal with Constitu
tional matters and which met here in 
F ederal House from t he 16th to 18th of 
last month - that the representative 
from every Unit T erritory who parti
cipated in the work of that Committee 
participated with a will, vigour and earn
estness and with a degree of sincerity 
which was not eYidenced at the start of 
the big Conference because everyone was 
charged up. But as a resul t of that Con
ference, where people had an opportunity 
to extend themselves to make known 
their Yiews fully, they did so and having 
satisfi ed themselves that their views were 
known and appreciated, perhaps not 
agreed Lo b y representatives from other 
par ts of the Federation, they felt satisfied 
that wc \\'ould approach the further work 
of the Conference in the Committees with 
an equanimity which was profound. 

The hon. :\[ember for S_urrey, I think, 
suggested that the Premier of Jamaica 
took ten months before he came to the 
same conclusion M embers on the opposite 
siclc had arrived at in respect to Federa
t ion. I think, Sir, that that is a piece of 
effrontery. I don't believe that I would 
live long enough to hear that the Premier 
of J amaica looks to the Opposition for 
inspirat ion or for advice. 

Dr. Duhaney: It is true! 

The Prime Minister : Does he ? 

Mr. Lloyd : It couldn't happen. 

Mr. Bradshaw: The Premier of Ja
maica, his :Ministers and his officials 
attended t he Inter-Governmental Confer
ence as the trne and genuinJ representa
tive of Jamaica, and not as bogus repre
sen tat ives. Be it remembered that the 
electorate of J amaica gave the P.N.P. a 

resounding Yictory in July just about 
eighteen months, or something like that, 
:i fter they had given a verdict with respect 
lo Federal representation. So that we har' J 

here at that Conference the real a·,od 
genuine representatives of the peopl :~ of 
Jamaica. They put Jamaica's case . Ja
maica\ case was heard; J ~maicr',t's case 
was appreciated and un<lerst ~od and 
agreed Lo. The D aily Glea~1er itself has 
as its headline in its issue of Thursday, 
October 8th, "Scats Princip ,e I s Won''. 
The principle of representat11:: n by popu
lation in the Dominion of The, i\'cst Indies 
wa s one accepted hy the Conf,yrence, b)' 
,Jamaica through the agenc~' of . the Pre
mier, .i\Ir. Manley and his Mini(sters-thc. 
genuine, real and t rue anrl r,,ot bogus 
representati ves of Jamaica. / 

Mr. Hill : When was the, question 
first nl isetl ? r 

i 
Mr. Bradshaw : 1 am nol~ concerned 

a:; to when the question was frrst raised; I 
am concerned about this fact : that when 
1111 opportunity presented it s.elf for the 
Government of J amaica to present its 
case, that case was presented with vigour 
anc1 certainty. It was understood, appre
cia tecl and accepted in principle. 

-- -- ....... - ... --
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.:\ fr. Speaker, the hon. Member for 
Surrc~· did not s top there. H e went on 
lo say that the F ederal Government knew 
l lia t the Conference was destined to fail. 
Jf t he Conference was destined to fail -
and it did not fail , )fr. Speaker - th en 
surely oul of his own mou th the hon. 
)!ember couvicts himself and should 
p resent himself for sentence because h e 
took part in t he fa ilure - if there was 
failu re. Ah! b ut there was not. But the 
hon. )[ember <lucked back into history 
a11d he accused the Prime 'Minister, he ac
cused Lhc Government of havin g dithered 
about the Conference which he called a 
failure. But what happened here in the 
House, as you so kindly poi11tc<l out, :Mr. 
Speaker? A R esolution was passed last 
~·en r urging that a certain type of Confer
c 11 cc should take place. A lot of water 
llo11·cd under the bridge between the t ime 
when the R csolutio11 was passed :md 
when the time ,ms nearing for the 
lk ., oluLion tu he pu t in lo effect. The 
Fcdr rn l Go,·crnmen t had to cous ider the 
posit ion of The Wl·st Inc.lies F c<leratiou. 
It had to take into account the 11·ishes of 
the Uni t Gm·emmcnts nnd as a result t lic 
Prime 1'1inis tcr proposccl another :\fotio11 . 
.:'lfark you. Sir, his GoYernmeut did not 
take it upon itself to do somelhing diffel'
cnl to what the R esolution callcfl for, hut 
the Prime Minister came back to this hon. 

H ou,;c and invited it to adopt a sligh tlr 
different course. H e came back t o the 
H ouse. The Council-of-State did not act 

on this matter outside of the House. The 

matter was brought back to the House, 

cxvlanations given, a R esolution proposed 

and ca rried by t his hon. House - the 
same H ouse which passed t he R esolution 

last year itself set that Resolution aside 
and adopted another one. How can the 
P r ime ::\linister b e blamed, how can the 
Go,·crnment be bl~med for changing its 
mind a nd coming back to the House and 
ask ing a pproval for that variation ? The 
Prime .:'llinister, when the R esolution was 
being debated, said a mong cfther things, 
and I quote: 

.. ,:\' hat happened ? In lhc early days 
of the F ederation when everybody 
wns fresh and had to show that they 
had red blood in them, we talked and 
talked ' till finally on a Motion from 
a Government l\'linister - I think it 
\\'as the l\I inister of Communications 
a nd Works - we agreed t o ha ve this 
Conference concerning the revision 
of th e Constitution, and according to 
the Motion, not later than June this 
,,·ca r. No Territory of itself took any 
~tcps for some time. I am checking 
on my dates, but I t hink I am righ t 
in saying that I sent a letter round 
lo all th e Unit Governments and to 
the Federal GoYCrnmcnt lviinisters 111 
NoYember, asking for their com
ments and saying that we had had no 
rom mcnts so fa1·, and that we would 
like to get some comments to h ave a 
preliminary conference before the 
,lu nl' Conft'n:ncc. November, last 
~·car! If my date is wrong it would 
lie corrt'cted b~, my P ermanent 
Sccrctar~· who is seeing about it." 
-[OFFICIAL REPORT, 21st May, 1959; 

c.1921.J 

H e went on to say, Sir: " How can you 
have two conferences in June, if the other 
T erri tories ha ve not been ready?" And, 
after he explained that the L eeward and 

I 
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Windward Islands had asked for a Con
ference to be held in London on the ques
tion of Constitutional reform, he went on: 

·· .. .. They are all ready with a lot of 
resolutions. What were we to do but 
tell the Leewards and Windwards 
O.K. we will see when it suits the 
Colonial Office. That is all that hap
pened. It is perfectly true that I 
don't dodge anything that I have 
said. I don't say anything just for 
Lhc fun of it. Everything I say I 
mean - except when I am praising 
the Opposition." 

Tha t is what the Prime Minister said, 
Mr. Speaker. 

llc \Yent on further: 

··The Leewards and Windwards arc 
ready, the Colonia I Office has ac
eepled June as the date to meet 
Lhem and there are several personal 
reasons affecting the Sitting of the 
House of Commons which made them 
fix a particular date." 

:\Ir. Speaker, the Federal Government, 
I feel, had a perfect right and freedom to 
change its Motion if, in the circumstances, 
it felt a change was necessary. If it is felt 
the Federal Government should not have 
exercised that freedom, I reject such a 
view as was suggested by the hon. l\1em
ber for Surrey. For, Mr. Speaker, like 
Locke -

"our conception of freedom is the 
power of acting according to our will, 
or, in other words, the consciousness, 
when pursuing a certain course of 
action, that we might, if we had 
chosen, have pursued a different one." 

We feel the change in the course of 
action was called for aud that was decid
f!d. The House of Representatives was 
in vit cd to accept that change and it did 
in fa ct accept it. 

Mr. Hill: Second thought activated 
by second spring. 

The Prime Minister : Sit next to the 
Archdeacon and you will get wise. 

Mr. Bradshaw: We should pay some 
attention to what fell fron;i the hon. 
i\icmbcr for St. Mary. That hon. Mem
ber, Mr. Speaker, spoke as though he was 
sitting on nettle and acted in the nature 
of a fussy and fru strated hen sitting on 
eggs she had spoiled and could not hatch. 
- [Laughter] This is a funny, frustrated 
one. 

H e sought to criticise the Government. 
He tried to criticise what I said about Ja
mnic-an development. He said the Federal 
Go,·crnmcnt has nothing to do with Ja
maican development. 11rnt is what the 
hon. ::\Iember for St. Mary said, :i\fr. 
Speaker. I think that the hon. M ember 
for St. :iiarv should be reminded, if it is 
possible to remind him, that the Federal 
Go\'crnmcnt is concerned about develop
men l of every single T erritory within the 
Federation and in the particular case of 
Jamaica, the F ederal Government has 
been gi,·ing every assistance possible. 

Last year, or early this trear, I think, 
i\Jr. Speaker, the Government of Jamaica, 
umlcr the able leadership of Mr. Manley 
and the late and very de.eply mourned 
l\finister of Finance, Mr. Nethersole, se
cured a loan of some $12,000,000 from the 
U.S.A. The Government of Jamaica had 

t - ~ --
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to have the support and the backing of 
the Federal Government to secure that 
loan and that support and backing were 
given wholeheartedly and readily. That 
loan is to be used for Jamaican develop
ment; so the Federal Government is .h elp
ing ,Jamaican c.levelopment. 

Hon. Members (Opposition Benches): 
Y 0 11 are now telling us. 

Mr. Bradshaw : Further than t hat, 
:.\fr. Speaker, in the creation of their Cen
tr:i I Bank, t he Federal Government has 
ag:1 in given every possible assistance and 
,•;c have given that assistance for various 
reasons. Beca use, if the F ederal Govern

ment wanted to provide obstacles, we 
have got the constitutional right so to do. 

Mr. Hill : Like the oil refinery. 

Mr. Bradshaw : Ar t icle 98 (3) of the 
Consti tu tion says : 

.. Noth ing in this Article shall prejudice 
the power of the Federal Legislature 
or of the L egislature of any Territory 
to make la,n with respect to currency: 

Provided that no law of the Legis
lature of a Territory with respect to 
currency that is enacted after the 
date on which this Constitution comes 
into force shall have effect unless the 
Governor-General has declared by 
notice in the Gazette that he con
St'nts to its hav ing effect." 

H on . :Ylembers have made the state
ment t hat we have done nothing. That 
is a scurrilous statement, and any such 
:\[ember making it is obviously speaking 
out of sheer ignorance and perversity . So, 
any ~[ember who makes the statement 
that the Federal Government has not 

J1elped and is not helping in the develop
ment of Jamaica is talking utter nonsense 
- sh eer rubbish. 

The hon. Member for St. Mary went 
further. H e gave this House the indica
tion of his thinking in respect of Federa
tion - if he thinks at all. H e said, Mr. 
Speaker , that having a Budget of 
$16,000,000 b efore us now made him t hink 
that the $16,000,000 could provide a refin
ery for Jamaica. The inference to be 
d rawn from such a stat ement is that, in 
his thinking, the refinery is of more im
port:ince than t he F ederation itself. 

A refinery was more important than 
Federation itself because the $16,000,000.00 
could build an oil refinery ! H e would pre
fer an Oil Refinery to the whole Federation 
itself. That gives some idea of his attitude 
to F ederation, his attitude t o the hon. 
House in which he sits. 

The hon. Member for S t. Mary referred 
to the Federal establishment. He t ried to 
make out that t he Federal Government 
was employing civil servants at a very 
rapid rate, and also went so far as to sug
gest that the F ederal Govemment had 
more employees tha n t he Colonial Office 
had at the peak of British Colonial power. 
He completely forgot one t hing: that the 
Colonial Office does not count as active 
members of its staff the British Army Unit 
that it has in Jamaica, t he British Army 
Units in British Guiana or the Units that 
are to be found in nearly every Colonial 
T erritory of the United Kingdom. 

These are as much a part of the force 
of the Colonial Office as any civil servant, 
because they are the instruments of the 1 

Colonial a nd Metropolitan power, 

l 
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Mr. Cargill: I have not counted the 

Wrst India R egiment either. 

Mr. Bradshaw : The ho n. l\[cmber 
sa,vs he has not counted the W est India 

R egiment, but in the E stimates is to be 

found a new item in the Secreta riat for a 
Pay and R ecords Office. These are r ecords 

for the battalion of the W est India R egi
m ent, and they a.re as much a part of t he 
Regiment as the soldiers :ire. 

Hon. Member : H e has not clone his 

homework. 

Mr. Bradshaw : Obviously he has not 
done his homework. 

In speaking of the staff employed by 
the F edeial G overnment, t he hon. M ember 
seems not to take accou nt of the fact 
that the total number provided for in 
the Estimates before us-462-includes 
m embers of the sta ff of our Commission 
in the U nited Kingdom, including t he 
Migrant Service. H e h :is not taken into 
account the Staff of our Commission in 
Canada, nor the fact that t he 4fi2 persons 
budgeted for, arc in fact not all with u s. 
because we have got increases in the. 
establishment in various D epartments, but 
up to now, at this stage of the ,vear, posts 
for which provision l1as been made in the 
1959 E stimates have not yet been filled. 
It has not yet been pos~ible to secu re 
th e serv ices of an expert o n Sta ndnrds fo r 
ins tan ce. H e has not taken up his pos t 
ye t. Various other posts haYe not been 
fill r d. 

Ilut, Mr. Speaker, I don 't ex pect the 
hon . M ember to r emember these things, 
because his one idea apparently is to en
deavour to make the F ederal Government 
look small, So I inYite h im most eamest ly 

lo go over the E stimates oncd a gain. ancl 
to do a bi t of homework. to apply him self 
in telligently to what he is about, rather 
lrnn just endeavour to make scurrilous 

and pcrn,rse atta cks on ~he Federal 
Governmen t. 

I was n bi t surprised-although I should 
not hn vc been- at the remark of the hon. 
?\{ember for S t. Mary a bout m y reference 
to the prod11ction of eggs-not spoilt eggs 
- within the F ederation las t year.. He 
caught himself in t ime from m aking a 
\·ery rude remark, bu t the inference was 
w r y clear. But I say I am not surpriser! 
at the hon. l\fember becaus1 his Leader 
had to m ake a public apology for him in 
J amaica last year, whe n he insulted laclics 
in upper St. Andrew-in the Jamaican 
Press-by comparing them with animals . 
So I am not surprised at his behavio 11 r 
he,·c . He is living down to his reputation. 

The hon. Member for St. :Mary set out 
to ask a question abou t the t?ederal Gov
ernment's economic p lan. \Ye were lolil 
last year, \\"hen this House sat between 
Kovember a nd D ecember, h~- t he hon. 
1\1:cmber "·ho was D eputy Leader of the 
Opposition a nd by other M embers-I 
t hink the hon. M ember for St. Mary him
self said that the J'ederal Government 
should haw nothing to d o with the indus
t rial deYclopmcnt of Jamaien. W e should 
h:iv(• nothing to do with it. 

J think the hon. l\Iemhcr fOI' St. 1\Iar_\·. 
j ust a few days ago, referred to the F ederal 
Government Ministers as being appren
tices-I think he u sed the word ' prentice
ha nd'. H e said we should ~iave nothing 
to do w ith Jama ica's development. How 
then docs he ask what the F ederal Gov
ern ment is doing about development in 
Jamaica ? How d ocs he ask about tha t ? 

------I-- - ----
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It has not been possible to organise an 
E conomic Planning Unit as Jamaica has 
been able to do. Indeed it is only now that 
the Federal Government has been able to 
organise the accommodation, or organise 
space here in Federal House, for the neces
sary machines that are used for statistical 
tabulations. Within the limits of the 
F ederal Government's resources, both fi
nancial and otherwise, we have given ad
vice and assista nce to various Units. 

Last year, for instance, when the Federal 
Government received a delegation from the 
State D epartment in Washington to dis
cuss the economic development within the 
Federation, as a means of giving the 
Americans an indication as to the quarters 
in which they might give assistance to 
the F ederation, the Federal Go\·ernment 
invited every Unit Territory to supply 
it with its development plans. And with .. 
I think, one exception, every U nit T erri
tory sent in its de\"elopment plans. 

The Federal GoYernment went beyond 
that. I t invited representa ti ves from all 
th e Units to be present when we would 
meet the Americans so that they could_ 
di~cuss their nrntters separatel_v with them, 

Ilut Unit GoYcrnments, lVfr. Speaker, 
are sovereign in themsel\"cS and there 
arc certain things they will not permit 
the Federal Government to interfere in . 
Development is one of these things. They 
asked for advice and we gave it freely. 
They asked for finan cial assistance and 
to the extent that we had the necessary 
funds available, we gave it to them. Fur
ther than that, in preparing their various 
schemes and programmes experts are 
called upon from time to time by lhe Unit 
Territories. for nssist ance. We have itd-

visers to give the assistance that is neces
sary. 

During the course of this year the Mar
keting Officer of the Federal Government 
was seldom at home. He spent more time 
in Barbados and Jamaica than anywhere 
else, working on behalf of Jamaica, Bar
bados and Trinidad than for the Federal 
Government. And so, Mr. Speaker, I saY, 
these Unit Governments will not permit 
the Federal Government to take part in 
their development directly, but they call_ 
upon us for aid and assistance which is 
given whenever and wherever the Federa~ 
Government can possibly give that aid 
and assistance. 

The hon. M ember for Surrey asked 
some question ahout outside assistance 
from interna tional agencies. If I rcmembe:t 
correctly I think he asked whether th~ 
Federal Government was geared to mak
ing use of assistance from international 
organisations that might be available to_ 
the Federal Government. Let me give him 
one example. Within the last month a11 
announcement was made to the effect that 
the United Nations Special Fund had 
made a grant of, I t hink, $880,000 to the 
University College of the West Indies. 
The application for that grant, Mr. 
Speaker, was channelled through t he 
Federal Government; indeed it had to 
have the support of the Federal Govern
ment before it could be presented to t he 
United Nations through he1· M ajesty's 
Government at \Vestminster. 

Mr. Hill : Did the F ederal Govern
ment meet these claims and applications ? 

M1·. Bradshaw : The Federal Govern
ment had to support the claims and appli
ra tions specifically. It ha<l to give alt the 
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reasons possible. That was done. The 
F ederal Government has the capability , 
It has the resources at its disposal to make 
a case to any international agency for an:v. 
assis tance that might be required. Indeed, 
now that the gift of the Canadian ships 
which are to be given to the Federation 
by the Government of Canada has been 
securecl, the Federal Government is no w 
pl'oceeding to put proposals to the Canad
ian Government for the use of the re
mainder of the money. And we have to. 
make a case for every sin gle project. 

I say we are capable and able of sur
mounting the necessary expertise and 
knowledge to present an overwhelmingly 
convincing case to any overseas agenc? 
for assis tance which they might be able 
to give to the Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker, t he hon. M emher for St. 
lVIary apparently got confused in reading 
my speech because he said he did not 
know whether the Federation was on a 

plane of life or facing a peak. I think I 
was Yer)· specific, Mr. Speaker, in what 
I said. 

I refer to Hansard of November 19th,. 
1959, at· column 40 in which I said, among 
other things : 

"Sir, Wl's t Indians should by now be 
fully aware that our gravitation to. 
nationhood does not proceed along a. 
\\·ell surfaced road-or in<leed a road 
lh at is clear at all. It has INI us for 
into the primenil forest of doubt; 
on to the bleak and bare and dizzy 
abysses of uncertainty and despair 
and plunged us deep into the roaring 
whirlpools of a lmost unending co11-
troversy. But it now seems to be. 
hringing us out into the lofty plains of 
light where translucent streams of 

understanding move gently among 
the green recesses of unity." 

I dosed hy saying : 

"~Ir. Speaker, the year 1960 confronts 
the Federation like a formidable peak 
which must he scaled; hu~ upon whose 
forbiddin g face footholds to support 
llS ca n quite clearly be seen. Let us 
then to Lhe grand assault for we can
not crncle th e challenge of our 
national destiny." 

I have heard the Member for St. Mary 
speak of people being illiterate. I don't 
know, in his illiteracy and fnist.ra tion. 
whether lw w as unable to l'eap the Queen's 
English wh ich was f>l'escnted with such 
clarity . 

Mr. Hill: You al'C illitcrntl'. 

Mr. B1·adshaw: :'.\fr. Speaker, ma~· I 
conclucle m~· reference ? 

Mr. Hill : I said. you a rc illiterate. 

Mr. Bradshaw : Say it again. if it 
pleases ~-ou ! 

Mr. Joseph : Even you might believe 
it. 

Mr. Bradshaw: 1\fr. Speaker, the 
hon. :\Icmber for Surrey ,mggestccl thaL 
the F edera l Govcinrnent was throwing up 
its hands in despair. Every few sentences 
he uttered he quoted what I sa id about 
' 'clemorahsing immobilism:· - [Interrup
tion] . Keep quiet. will you? Your inter
ference is f(arru lous. You are just garru l
ous. 

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Member for Sur
rey carefull y avoided what I said about 
the work of the F ederal Government. 
Just a few sentences below it says this; 
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"This is a time for understanding; 
for greatness; for magnanimity and 
for a tangible display of the resource
ful leadership which this Government 
possesses : the Government is doing 
nnd giving all of these. 

"It will secure the foundations and 
reinforce the superstructure of the 
F ederation so as to ensure that the 
edifice can never be destroyed." 

I leave that impression to the hon . 
Member who has endeavoured, so futilely 
to discredit the Federation. 

Question put a.nd agreed to . 

Bill Read a Second time. 

Mr. Speaker: Before I suspend the 
Sitt ing, I would like to suggest that after 
we return to deal with the Items which 
are down for consideration, we should go 
straight on and complete them without 
further adjournment this afternoon. I do 
not think it should take us beyond half
past seven o'clock. 

. 'f .• 'J5 p.m. : Sitt-ing S'llspended. 

5.10 p.m. : Sitting resumed. 

Mr. Bradshaw: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to move that the House go into Comrnit
l N' of Supply to consider the E stimates 
of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 
1 fJ60. 

IVIr. Speaker: I would like to po·int 
out that the only Estimates that can he 
eon~idered are the two first Estimates to 
which no amendments have been proposed. 
U nder the Rule dealing with Amendments, 
all amendments must be placed on the 
Order Paper on the particular day on 
which they are going to be considered and 
no amendments which have not been 

tabled as amendments under this Order 
can be discussed. T he amendment must 
he placed on the Order Paper. No notice 
has )wen given in resp ect to H eads I and 
IL Therefore. W<' can go to Committee of 
Suppl~· under H eads I and II. 

/louse wen t into Committee of Supply. 

I-I eads I and II agreed to and stoo<l 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. Bradshaw : I beg to move, };Ir. 
Chairman, that the House do resume to 
report progress ancl t hn t lea \'e be given 
for tl,c· Comm iltee to s it again. 

Agreed to . 

Tl ouse resumed. 

Mr. Bradshaw: :'.\fr. Speaker, I beg 
to report that in Committee of Supply, 
H eads l and II of t he Estimates of Ex
penditlll'e were passed without amend
rncnt, and J beg leave for the Committee 
to ~it agnin. 

Mr. Speaker: \,Vil] you name a day, 
:\fr. 1\finiste1· of Finance, to continue 
Committee of Supply? 

Mr. Bradshaw: 1 name tomorrow, 
Sir, after Private 1\fombers' Motions. 

INTERPRETATION REGULATIONS 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

Order fo r Seco-nd R eading reacl. 

The Prime Minister : I b eg to move 
the Second R eading of this B ill. The 
object of this Bill- I say it for the benefit 
of the hon. Leader of the Opposition \\'ho 
unfortunately could not be here earlier
is to amend the Interpretation Regula
tions, 1958 (Cap. 291) by inserting a pro
Yision defining the expression "Governor", 
in relation t o any of t he T erritories of the 

....., 
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L eeward and Windward Islands, to mean 
the Administrator of that Territory . 

It is Yery simple, even if it does not go 
as far as hon. M embers would like it to 
go. B ut it is ma king it clear that the ex
pression "Governor" covers anybody in 
the position of Governor, even though they 
may be called "Administrators". It means 
t he Governor of a Territory, not the 
Governor of a fatuous Opposition. It is 
very simple, so simple, that even the 
Member for St. Mar,v understands it. I 
beg to move. 

Qiwstion 71ut and agreed to. 
Rill read a, Second tim.e. 

The Prime Minister: Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to move that the House do now go 
i11to Com mittee to consider this Bill 
Clause by Clause. 

,-l greed to. 

llou.sc: i11 Committee. 

Clauses approved. 

lfcnise r1•.rnmecl. 

The Prime Minister: :\fr. Speaker, I 
hcg to report that this Bill has been 
passed in Committee, and to move that 
it be read a Third time. 

Question 7mt and ayreed t o. 

Rill read a Third time ancl passed. 

CENSUS AND STATISTICS BILL 

Order for Seconcl Reading read. 

The Prime Minister: If hon. Mem
bers will read and re-read the objects and 
reasons, I don't think this Bill will take 
an? length of time to go through. 

The object s and reasons, as set out in 
the first page of this Bill, are very clear 

'<?a..., 

on what it seeks to achieve. It is intended 
to f~cil_itate the co_mpetence of_ pie ~ cderal 
Statistical Office m co-operation with all 
the Statistical Departments of t he Unit 
Territories. I do not think it is necessary 
for me to say much about t he importance 
of statis tics to any Government today. 

Over and over aga.in, from 1937, when 
there was a series of disturbances in the 
area, it has been clearly seen that you 
could not set about to clear up slums and 
build houses and so on without knowing 
how many houses you vrnuld haYe to 
huild and so on. When you turn to the 
slums, you may be wasting money and 
time if you have not got a proper survey 
to let you know how many houses there 
arc unfit for human habitation, and so on. 

Actually, Mr. Speaker, for one reason 
or another, during the period I am referr
ing to, you very seldom found Govern
ment D epartments trying to get all the 
information that was neces_saty. I hope 
there arc no Civil Servants in the room
proliferous people who sit down and do 
nothing except inquire whether the Prime 
Minister has telephone in his bathroom ! 
These Government Departments in the 
past did not do all that was necessary, 
because they might have been asked why 
they wanted to waste the tax-payers' 
money, especially taking into consideration 
the fact that appointing a Statistical De
partment entails the necessary staff which 
includes stenographers and so 0 11. But 
today, Mr. Speaker, we realize that there 
should be one, and that the F ederation 
would be standing badly if we hadn't such 
a Department. 

Another thing is t hat we were told as 
far back as twenty years or more by inter
national organisations, Colonial Organisa-
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t ions, a1;rl by people like t he United 
Nations and other Labour Organisations, 
t hat they did not know how to help us 
when they don' t know t he trouble, or the 
extent of the t rouble. That has happened 
over a ncl over again. 

Those of us who were, I should say, 
mid-wives of the Federation and who were 
members of the Standing F ederation Com
mittee, who even went back to Montcgo 
Bay in the old SCAC days, ,vere very_ 
aware of the necessity of knowing what we 
had to face before we attempted to face 
it. So that, Mr. Speaker, today we can 
pat ourselves on the backs as West In
dians for a job well done. 

Well, M:r. Speaker, the Federal Govern
ment recognises the need for a compre
hcnsiYe supply of the information that 
can be given by such a department, and 
I would like to say that t he Minister of 
Laliom ancl Social Affairs. who has been 
sometimes derided, was mainly responsible 
for the Federal' Government giving abso
lute priority t o the matter. I should also 
·say that an expert was assigned t o the 
Government by the Canadian Govern
ment. I refer to Mr. H erbert Marshall who 
was formerly Head Statistician in Ottawa. 
With his expert assistance our Stittistical 
Department was thus established. It ha~ 
now been brought up to full 11trength, and 
the Government now wishes to define the 
l'rnme-work within which. its officers must 
work; and also to give the necessary 
authority to collect information. 

Barbados has enacted legislation for 
ccnsu~. As a matter of fact, it is only in 

Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica th&t 
legislat ion has been passed to enable the 
collee t ion of statistics, 

T he enactment of a Federal Census Bill 
will therefore immediately provide for 
certain henefits-[Tnterru.7Jtio11s] 

I woul<l like to k now, :Mr. Speaker, 
whether the first t wo M embers on the 
other side speak for all t he Members of 
the Opposition . 

Hon. Members (Opposition Benches) : 
.-\II , a ll, all ! 

The Prime Minister : In that case it 
is not necessary for me to say anything 
mor('. I am glad to sec that hon. Mem
bers ha\·e pa id so much attention to this 
Debate and that the usefulness of the 
kgisl:ttion is so apparent to them that it 
is unnecessary to waste any more t ime 
with it. 1 therefore beg to move that this 
Hill he now rend a Secon<l time. 

Qw·stion put and agreed to. 

The Prime Minister : "'f r . Speaker, I 
beg to moYe tha t the House do now go 
into Committee to consider the Bill. 

llouse in C01nrnitfr>e. 

House ·res11,rned. 

Bill re11ort'ed. withm1t a.,nend111ent-: Tead 

a Third time and passecl. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 
(No. 2) BILL, 1959 

Order read for Second R eading. 

The Minister of Finance (Mr. Brad
shaw): ~fr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
th (' Bill ent itled the "Supplementary 
Appropriation (Ko. 2) Bill, 1959" be now 
JTad a Second time. 

Qw•stion p1·071osed. 

----, 

~ 



,.-

-177 S n11plcme11tury A71propriation (No. 93) Bili, 1959 478 

Tuesday, 1st D ecember, 1959 

Mr. Ca1·gill (St. ~Luy, Jamaica) : Mr. 
Speaker_, I again hope not to be Yery long, 
but I feel that I must return to a matter 
Lhat was brought up in this House before. 
Defore I do that, I would like to say that 
I am very glad about one thing. I do 
sincerely congratulate the Prime Minister 
on bis excellent sense of humour. I find it 
very refreshing and not only refreshing but 
disarming. He comes to th is House and 
asks us to excuse him for all m:111ncr of 
sins and shortcom ings. He docs it with 
such charm ancl such humour and such 
good grace that by t he time he is fin ished 
\\"ith 11 s we nrc almost disposed to forgive 
him everything. 

The Prime Minister : Forgive ? 

Mr. Cargill : Y cs, forgive. Tt is n great 
t- ribute to his charm. But there arc certain 
t hings that we cannot, even wi th the 
Prime l\1:inister's charm, kt him get a\\"ny 
with. 

When I last spoke on the emoluments 
of the Speaker of this House set out 
under H ead III, I do not quote e\·ery
thing that the hon. Prime M inister had 
said for the very good reason that the 
hon. Prime Minister was not in the House 
at the time. H e has already complained 
here this afternoon that he has no use 
for people who make free with his repu
tation when he is abroad or out of the 
House. He says that under a British sys
tem we should tell him what he has done 
wrong. I am therefore very glad to see the 
Prime M inister in the House today and 
if he would be a li ttle patient with me I 
will, I hope, tell him without any shadow 
of a doubt exactly what he has done 
wrong. For it is a matter which strikes to 
the core of democracy; it is a matter which 

"-....._, __ 

has brought this House and will bring 
this H ouse into contempt . 

I need not waste the time of the House 
by pointing out that a Select Committee, 
as I have already pointed out, was ap
pointed to look into the whole question 
of the remunerations and salaries of the 
Servants of this I-louse. That Select Com
mittee had on it two Ministers of the 
Government who signed the Report. That 
Report was put before this House and was 
unanimously adopted. Before that hap
pened there was a debate in this hon. 
House about the question of the Speaker's 
salary and other matters, and at that time 
when the debate took place-Tuesday, 9th 
D ecember, 1!)58-the Prime Minister said 
certain things. I read from the Hamard 
Report of that Debate. I want to read 
very carefully, Mr. Speaket, and with 
~ 1our pcrm1ss1on I am going to read it 
twice for I feel that everybody in this 
I-louse, not only the Ministers, not only 
the M embers of the Opposition, not only 
the Members on the Government Bench, 
but J>rcss and public alike should know 
exactly what happened in this matter. The 
J:>rime M inister said : 

"I understand that somebody is draft
ing notice of a Motion that this House 
should fix the salary of the Speaker. 
I don't disagree with that. If t he 
House feels the Speaker should get 
$12,000 a year and the Honse tells 
t he Government so, it must be done 
and no one can stop it. The Financial 
Secretary will have to find the' money. 
I do not remember whether we have 
adopted the Report of the House 
Committee, and therefore, when the 
Opposition accuses the Government 
of causing this Debate, I think it is 
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quite regrettable" . - [ OFFICIAL REPORT, 

9th December, 1959, c.1386.J 

With you r permission, Sir, I am going 
to read the first part of that a second t_ime, 
for I want it carefully noted. 

·'I understand that somebody is draft
ing notice of a Motion that this House 
should fix the salary of the Speaker. 
I don't disagree with that . If t he 
House feels the Speaker should get 
$12,000 a year a nd the House tells 
the Government so, it must be done 
and on one can stop it. The Financial 
Secretary will have to find the 
money" . 

Now, a little while later on in the de
bate, Mr. Speaker, I think it was the 
Member for St. T homas at that time who 
got up and no doubt having had past ex
perience of the Prime Minister 's capacity 
to, shall we say, forget what he undertakes 
to do, suggested that the Prime Minister 's 
undertaking was not worth very much; 
and the hon. Prime Minister leapt to his 
feet with great indignation that such a 
disgraceful suggestion should have been 
made. He said : 

"I do not have to go into details, 
but I have already given the House 
my solemn assurance on the matter. 
However, the hon. Member for Ja
maica has not accepted it. I was 
crudely insulted. H ere am I , as Prime 
Minister of The West Indies, giving 
a solemn assurance to make it as 
clear as possible that the independence 
of the Speaker is to be maintained 
and the Member being crude enough 
to say he does not believe. Never fear~ 
for I will never think anything of 
you for the rest of my life."-[OFFICIAL 
REPORT, 9th December, 1959, c. 1394.] 

And with that display of r ighteous indig
nation the hon. the Prime Minister took 
his seat again. 

I quite see now, lVIr. Speaker, why the 
past l\Iember was so anxious, and I am 
afrai<l that by the t ime I am finished with 
him the hon . Prime M inister will feel him
self again "crudely insulted"; but this time 
he will have to bear it. H e will have to 
bear it because a litt le while later he got 
up and said: 

"I am sorry if my English was not 
clear enough .. . " 

I understand that at the t ime a number 
of people had not yet become used to the 
Barbadian accent and were finding it 
difficult to understand the Prime Minister. 
H e went on : 

" ... I never said that. I said that if 
we come here an<l say he should get_ 
$10,000 the Executive cannot touch 
it. If the H ouse once sends up a 
R esolution to the Executive, the 
Executive cannot alter it . You have 
got to find the money .. . " -[OFFICIAL 

REPORT, 9th December, 1959, C. 1395,) 

That was during the Debate on the 9th 
December. 

As I have said, Sir, as a result of that 
Debate a Select Committee of the House 
sat on this matter and reported, as was 
visualised by the Prime Minister, Govern
ment 1\1:embers and everyone else in this 
House. :Ministers of Government were on 
that Committee; they signed the Report, 
there were no dissenting voices. The Re
port was brought before this House and 
another Debate took place. One or two 
Members thought that the Report should 
be considered but not adopted entirely . 
There was some discussion on the matter. 
There were a number of M embers on the 
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other side who suggested that the House 
Committee's Report should not be im
mediately adopted. 

During t hat Debate the hon. Member 
for l\'Ianehester, Jamaica , who took such 
pains to give us the reason why the matter 
could not be carried in t hat las t D ebate, 
got up and said : 

"I am afraid, M r. Speaker, I am in 
disagreement with m y Colleagues on 
this side of the House. Here is a mat
ter properly referred to a Select Com
mittee of the House to deal with-a 
matter which has been said by the 
Leader of the Opposition to transcend 
Party politics . Here is a decision 
which has been brought to th is House 
and which, in my opinion, is one thi~ 
Government should accept gracefully. 

Let us not enter into any harangue 
or t emper about this matter at all. 
We should not bring into this Debate 
the emoluments of the Speaker who. 
occupies a Yery exalted position. Let 
us make a common effort gracefully . 
I would like the Government to agree 
with the decision of the Committee 
in this matter" .-[OFFICIAL REPORT, 2nd 
June, 1959, c. 2269.) 

I t hink the Member spoke well. He was 
a Member of t he Committee, of course. 

Mr. Delapenha : Oh, 11 0 . 

Mr. Cargill : I am so sorry. I with
draw that, I though t you were. I thought 
that the hon. Member spoke very well and 
showed considerable courage in that he 
was going against the decisions of his 
Colleagu es. 

The D ebate continued and ended up 
with a ll sides agreeing t hat t he Report 

should be adopted, and it was so adoptc<l. 

-----

Now, :Mr. Speaker , I do nol want to 
go on too long in connection with a mat
ter about which we know all the facts 
already . It is all very well for the hon. 
t he Prime Minister to get up and use it 

lot of grandiose words about democracy 
and to say that we should tell the world 
how well we are operating our Federal 
democracy; but how can we when he 
seems to regard democracy as one-way 
traffic ? It is all right for him when the 
:Members of the Government Benches 
agree with every word he says. If we dis
agree, it is 'not democratic'. We have seen 
over and over aga in, in this House, per
formances by the hon. The Prime M inister 
which lead us to believe that he feels he 
can run t his F ederation, run this GoYern
ment, run the Opposition too, and if you 
will forgive me, Mr. Speaker-treat t he 
Speaker as he likes, wit hout any form of 
contradiction or interference whatever. 

Last night in t his very House we saw 
a performance, a very regrettable perform
ance, from the Prime M inister that I 
would not like to sec again. in which the 
dignity of this H ouse and the parliament
ary procedure as regards debates in this 
House were flouted by the hon. the Prime 
Minister as if he did not know any better. 
He told us that he has been in politics 
for the past 30 years. If that is all he has 
learnt in t hat length of t ime, then I am 
sorry for him. 

Consta ntly yon see the hon. the Prime 
Minister telling Ministers and Members 
of the Government side that t hey must 
not talk, and to sit down. 

The Prime Minister: Not at all. 

Mr. Cargill: I saw him last night. 
He even held down one of his M inisters 
by his trousers. I saw that. It is no good 
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the Prime Minister denying it. I spoke 
prc,·iously about this matter. I am not 
dist·ussing now the rights or wrongs or 
whether or not the Speaker or the Clerk 
of the House should get a raise in pay, 
or even whether the Deputy Speaker 
should get 0 11c , though I understand that 
some time ago he was given certain under
takings. What I am concerned with at this 
stage, ::\fr. Speaker, is t.hat this House 
cannot be flouted by anybody, least of aB 
the hon. the Prime Minister. If he comes 
and says we should set a good example 
to the world, I think the good example 
should start with him. 

Hon. Members : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Cargill : He should not give 
definite and solemn undertakings and 
then refuse to carry them out because of 
some whim or fancy of his. and when we 
call for the undertaking to be fulfilled ,. 
to have him say we insult him . He should 
not do these things and come back here 
thinking that because he amuses us we 
will forgive him everything. We will not, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I say this : we have got to decide in 
this House-1\{cmbcrs on the Government 
Benches and the Opposition alike
whether we are going to run a democracy 
or not or whether we are going to allow 
the hon. the Prime Minister to run a one
man b:111d -

Hon. Members (Opposition Benches) : 
No. 

Mr. Hill : A rag-time band, yes. 

Mr. Cargill : It is not good for the 
Government, it is not good for this 
House, it is not good for the Federation 
and it is not good for The West Indies, 

Any Prime l\finister who gives an under
taking and refuses to execute it is acting 
not only in a manner host ile to democracy 
but in a manner which smacks of personal 
and political dishonesty. 

We haw had too much of t his. This is 
a11 1111Jertaking to Lh is H ouse given by the 
hon. Prime Minister. H e leaves here and 
feels that we have forgotten all about it 
and then comes round and enters by 
nnother door. H e blows hot and cold . He 
says one thing today and another 
thing tomorrow. and the sum total of th is 
i,;, that his poor ~[inisten; arc bewildered. 

I do not wish to be unduly hard in this 
matter because we feel that this is a matter 
which transcends-as the hon. Member for 
)lanehester has said - Party politics. I 
hope 110 single pl'rson in t his H ouse today 
wi ll think I nm gl'Lting up and speaking 
about this matter in order to take an unfair 
Party advantage onT this matter. I agree 
that sometimes I have spoken in th is House 
for t he purpose of hnviHg a little attack or 
fuu nt someone in terms of Part? . But t his 
is not one of them, Mr. Speaker. I would 
ask the House to accept that from me. 

This is a matter in which the very 
honour of this Parliame·nt, and more im
portant tha n that, the very honour of t he 
Prime :Minister, if he cares about it, arc at 
s take. I ask him to think again; I ask him 
with great sincerity to change his miu<l . 
If he will forgive my saying so, he is some
times a very stubborn man and sometimes 
in order lo make a point which he knows 
in his heart is wrong - because the hon. 
Prime Minister is an intelligent man what
ever his other multit udinous faults may be 
- he stubbornly clings to his en or simply 
because he docs not want it to be seen 
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ancl thought that anybody in t his wide 
"·orld is ca pahle of correcting him - his 
~Iinisters or anybody else in this wide 
world. I think that, carried to that point, 
it is destructive not only to the atmosphere 
in which people work, but also d estructive 
to the ind ividual concerned. 

I would ask him to t hink again, to live 
1q) to his undertaking made to this H ouse, 
and whatever has happened to put the 
honour of himself and the Government 
fir.~t. I ask this with the greatest sincerity. 
By his actious in t h is matter the Prime 
Minister - because actions speak louder 
t han words - will show whether h e m eans 
what he says about democracy, decency 
and building u p the t raditions of this 
House or not. I say that if the Prime 
1\1in is tcr Joes not do som ething to reverse 
the p osition h e hns now created - or his 
Government has crea tecl - h e need never 
come to me, or at any rate, to any l\llember 
on this side of t he House and speak about 
democracy again. Because we shall know by 
this test what h e beliE'vcs, and no amount 
or sweet wor<ls, no amount of charm , will 
ever restore my confidence in t he Prime 

M inister again. 

The Prime Minister : Mr. Speaker , if 
it means t hat never again in my lire will 
I have a word in angE'r or pleasure with 
the hon . ~'.lember who has just sat down, 
you may rest assured it will not happen. 

A m istake can b e made, we are all 
human, but to accuse t he Prime :Minister 
or any oth er person of deliberate dis

honest_v, is coming down t o the gutter . No 

man says that to anoth er. 

The Prime Minister : I never d id. 

Mr. Hill: You arc a liar . 

Hon. Members : Withdraw it ! 

The Prime Minister : H ere am I ac
e used of µersonal d ishonesty. H the hon. 
:\lcmlx:r wants to be nas ty I ,,li-U tell him 
\\'hy he is at tacking me. H e had the gross 
imper tinence to suggest t hat I should use 
my inliuencc to stop action of the H ouse 
in connection with his seat. 

Hon. Member : Sham e ! 

Mr. Hill : I don ' t bclieYc you. 

Mr. Cargill: On a Point of Order. If 
lhe best that the Prime Minister can do 
to defend himself on a charge of dishonest 
heh a Y iour is to tell a lot of falsehoods in 
this Hou se, I 11m very sorry . 

Mr. Speaker : You wanted t o rise on 
a point of on k r . On a point of explanation, 
you may do so but you cannot say the 
Prime M in ister is telling falsehoods. You 
can say he sta ted a fact a nd it d idn't 
happen tha t way. Two or three t imes today 
a Member of t his H ouse rose 1111d said that 
a fact stated about him personally was not 
t rne. The proper Parliamentary procedure 
is to accC'pt t he denial a nd 11ot to repeat 
the allegation again unless it is in tended to 
bring a vote of censure bcfotr th(' House, 
or take some other means to censure the 
:;\Iembr r. This is the procedure of Parlia
ment, as I understand it. E ach side accepts 
the honourable intentions of the other side. 
If facts arc stateu and the other side denies 
them, it is the proper parl iamentary pro
cedure for a n hon . Member who made the 
allegation to accept t hat he may b e mis-

Mr. Hill: You called me a Com- ta.ken a nd accept the words of the Member 
munist. who has denied the allegation. A Member 
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cannot get up a11d accuse another across 
the floor of t his House of being a liar, or 
Lelling fal sehood and s uch things. It is 
most improper. 

The Prime Ministe1· : Mr. Speaker, 
it is obvious that the :Member facing me 
thinks that the way we are behaving is 
norma l. 

I say again: i11 ordinary civilised society 
l1ow ca n a man be accused of wilful dishon
L·sty? I am accused of personal and poli
tical disho1H:s t_v. A man \\'ho can <lescend 
Lu Llrnt depth - perhaps I sho uld no t use 
the word descend, because that is his level 
- can do nny thing. 

I kno\\· \\·hat the hon. :M ember thought 
about m e when the electon petition was 
going 011 . It mack- no difference to me. I 
m et him and spoke to him; I called him by 
hi~ first nnme as usual, ns though noth ing 
l1ad happened. I knew \\·h at he was build
ing up for me and he is employing it here 
Lon ight. 

I ne ver thoug ht llia t ,111~· of 11~ 0 11 t his 
~itlc of th e llo1t~l· or 0 11 that side eo11ld 
r each "!he s l.ige of Lcl!ing someone tu Iii~ 
face t hat he is personally dishonc.-; t. Th.1 l 
is the sort ol' rPtnark that is 11nt 111:idc in 
ciYi!iserl life: it is left for les~er hn·c,1-:. 
pcopk who hnw never learnt bettC'r. lt i,. 
irnmaterin l to m e how much monl'_Y a rnnn 

lrn s, how nian~· fattcLl en d s may be in hi~ 
ancestry, but he should not descend to the 
depths to which the hon. l\1embcr has gone 
tonight. I should not speak lo him for t he 
rest of m y life. 

He quoted me. Let me say frankly that 

I do not know if those quotations can 

apply, because wheu this matter was first 

brought to my attent ion I drew a point 

of distinction between Barbados and 
ourselves. 

I w ill say this : With the very best pos
sible intention I felt that if the House 
should submit to the Executive that they 
should give a certain salary to the Speaker, 
money must be found for it. I am willing 
t o go further and say this: If, however, the 
Minister of Finance, t he Minister of Agri
culture, of Communications and ,~1orks or 
any other JYiinister, gives an assurance 
here, unless the Council of State has ap
proved of it, he is only stating that he will 
try h is best to have that particular poin t 
passed. But unless olle of us can say : "I 
have the assurance of the Council of State", 
11·lierc money is involved, unless one of us 

en n say: "This matter has been decided 
l>_v Llte Council of State and I am authorised 
to bring it to this H ouse", it is only a p er
sonal assurance. The lV[inister ma;y foil to 
\\"in his point. That is what I feel; and if 
I :1111 report<'d as saying that I said wha t 
L::s hcen quoted, it only shows t hat I 
I h,, 11'.!;ht we should b e generous to the 
Speaker. Even if I went so far as to use 
: lir word "assurance·', h lam e me for going 
loo far in giving t.he im pression that that 
,·011!d be decided h ere. But to accuse m e 
. :f d i:-:honesty! 

Ld tac lei! thl' hon. i\:Iembcr thn t when 
i1e ta lks abou t Select Committee - I think 
!h i~ poin t m !1st h:we been made already 
- a Sckct Cnmmitlce was set u p in Eng
land in 1947 and it submitted a Report 
\\'ilh recommendations w ith respect t o 
:;\fcmbers of the H ouse of Commons, and 
the ser vants of t he House, and they took 
five year s b efore th e Governmen t decided 
to bring it clown to the House . 

You do not, b? bringing a Resolution, 
put an end to t he matter. Even if the 
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House approves, it only m eans that they 
say if you com e to us with a Resolution we 
would vole for it. I say again, the same 
thing happened in 1947 in England, and it 

was fi ve y ears before the British Govern
m en t sent it down to the House of Com

mons . 

Y ou d o not bind a. House or a Govern
ment. You tell Governmen t what you want. 
Tha t can a lways be done. If the House 
d ecides to send a football t eam somewhere 
or a weigh t lifting team to Helsinki or any
thing like that, you can only tell the 
Government th:it we would like to send 

such a team. But Government can say, we 
cannot was te m on ey on H elsinki or any 
thing like that, even though the House 

agreed to it. 

I wanl to m ake it clea r l o :M embers of 
this H ousl· t hat you vo te money but it is 
]efl for t he Counc il of State to say whether 

a R esolution for any sum shall b e sent to 
the H ouse. You do not bind u s. I could 

say , or any Minister could say something. 
Call it wisdom , or ignorance, if you like, 

if we turn a rou ml a nd say we a re not v o t
ing fo r this. H ow can y ou blame u s ? 

I wish Lo give the hon. :\Icmbcr credit 
for one t h ing, a nd t hat is, making after 
dinner speeches on serious occa sions. Now 
h e h as changc<l . If h e had s t uck t o after

dinner speech es he would not now be so 
cruel as l o accuse somebody e lse of dis
h onesty. I h ope this is the las t time ,re 

find a nybody in the H ouse making remarks 
like t hat. 

If you want, cmse m e outside, but not 
on the floor of this House. I repeat, if I 
said so, it must have bee n with the b est 

good-will in the world. If we turn down 

:rny thing it is because we thinlj. that some 
of these salaries can come abo~1t when we 
have more m oney. Tha t is the only reason. 
Ilut let us get out of our heads any idea 

I hat we are flouting democracy merely be
cause th e House passed a R esolution sug
gesting to pass so and so, a nd then the 
Executive which bas t o consider all its 
t:ommitmcnts, a sk ed itself, "can we r eally 
afford this now". 

Standing Order "No. ,1.5, pa.ntgraph 3, 
s tates : 

"Except upon the r ecommenda tion of 
the Council of State, to b e signified by 
a '.\finis ter and r ecorded in the l\Iinutes 
of Proceedings, the H ouse shall not 
n ·ceivc an~· Government Bill and shall 
not proceed upon any l\Iotion .... " 

I can unde rs ta nd the sta nd of the D C'pu ty 
L eader of the Opposition but not the 
Leacler of llte Opposition , who is a Soli

citor. 

Mr. Pierre: Take "No. 21. That is 

t:orrect. 

The Prime Minister : 
" . ... the H ouse sh a ll not proceed upo11 

nny :\lotio n or amendment t o a ::\lo
t ion the effect of which , in tlw opinion 
of the S peaker, is that pro vision sh ould 
be nmde for imposing or increasing 
any tax, for imposing ? r increasing 

any charge o n the revenues or other 
funds of the F ed eration or for alte ring 
any such cha rge otherwise tha n b.v 
reducing it , or for compounding or re
mitting any d ebt due to the F ed era
tion." 

You cannot introduce, not even Govern

ment Members or Minist ers can introducl' 

any thing which m eans taking money out 

·----- ____._ - ---+-
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of till' Treasury, except on th e recommen
dation of the Council of State and the 
l\Iinister must go to t he D espatch Box and 
say that he has been authorised on behalf 
of the Council of State to introduce a Bill 
which creates a c:harge on the reven11es of 
the Federation. Therefore, he is the only 
person who can sa:, so, but not until the 
Council of State has sat down and made a 
decision. 

Accuse me, if you like, of being cautious. 
But · to say, I _ am dishonest hecause the 
Council of State does not see fit to approve 
of certa in recommendations is something 
else. On l:v certain hon. 1'Temhcrs will do 
that. 

As long as I ha ve a seat in t his H ouse, 
even as a back bencher, let alone as Prime 
:'lfinis tcr , I will take that as an indication 
of what the_\' have proven themselves to b e 
tonight. I will never say anything improper 
about anybody. 

Mr. Hill: You said it today. 

The Prime Minister: I said t h e hon. 
)[ember was a Communist. Mr. Speaker, 
a ll I can say is that the hon. Member and 
myself fought for many years together on 
th e side of the working man of The West 
Indies. It had been decided by the P.N.P. 
that though h e would make an excellent 
::Vfayor, if certain charges were proved 
against him h e would han t o go. And 
he went. 

Dr. Duhaney : You cannot prove 
that. 

The Prime Minister : Don't attack 
me. I never attack a nybody first. W hen 
anybody attacks me I will never raise my 
h:rnd s and cr,v ·'Kamernd" . 

Mr. Hill : You are a stooge of the 
Colonial Office, 

The Prime Minister : You have 
heard about little children sitting by the 
gutter and taking up mud and filth. That 
is what the hon. M ember is doing now. 

Mr. Hill: You started i t. 

The Prime Minister : That will never 
hurt my career. Keep it up if you like. 
I will get my votes in Barbados wh en I 
return. I wasn't aware there were voters 
in Jama ica or Trinidad who are voting 
for me. 

I h::w e to give the House an explanation, 
and I am perfectly sure every Member 
facing : me, barring those t wo hon. Gentle
men, accept my explanation. I get on 

extremely well with t he Opposition, in
side and outside the House, but if these 
two hon. 7''fembers facing me think that 
the.'' a re going to provoke me int o doing 
the -same things they do- descend to t he 
gutter, they have another thought coming. 

Mr. Hill: We must ha ve met you in 
the gutter. 

The Prime Minister : Before I sit 
down, I will repeat. I have been in 
politics for a long time and I have never 
seen more real friendship b etween M em
bers of a Government and Members of an 
Opposition than I have seen since F ed
era tion started here. 

We get along well togeth er. T hat is 
why I am appealing - he sneers at it -
that is why I am appealing to let the rest 
of the world know we are working to
gether for the good of the Federation. 
When you come inside here, forget the 
word gentleman. It is a word I hat e to 
use, but no gentleman uses the words 
which the hon, Member used tonight . 

• 
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Mr. Hill: You sa id I was a Commun

ist. 

The Prime Minister: What is wrong 
with that? Khruschev is a Communist. 

Mr. Sinanan : I though t the Prime 
::\linister wa s finish ed. 

The Prime Minister: I am not. But 
I could always take t h e a d vice of the 

· Le:1rler of th e Opposition. I will sit clown. 

Mr. Sinanan : Mr. Speaker, there are 
several aspects in this incident which I find 
extremely unfortunate, but I am going to 
ask the Prime Minister to consider this 
matter shorn of heat and to give it very 
impartial scrutiny. The r eference to 1947 

and the British House of Commons docs 
not apply. What happened here \Yas this : a 

Committee of both s ides of the House was 
appointed b~, this House t o make recom
mendations. The Council of State has 
absolutely no jurisdiction over this House. 
If anything , it is the House that has juris
diction, and the power to review the policy 
of the Council of .S tate. The custodian of 
our rights and privileges is the Speaker of 
this hon. House. And if both sides of th is 
House, Mr. Speaker, got together and a p
proved recommendations on this question, 
any Civil Servant or :Minister who seeks 
to change this R eport, is guil ty of contemp t 
of this H ous<' . And if m y hon. Friend t h e 
Prime :Minist er \\·ishes to set asicll' ;1 cla tr 
to debntr this I woulcl bl' onl.,· too happ~·, 
because wc would come here armed with 
nuthorities to provr who is right and wh o 
is wrong. 

2\iir. Speaker, t his is a st•rio11s maltl'r. As 
a matter o f fact, I regard it as one of t he 
most serious matters t ha t h as ever occu
p ied the ;1 ttrnt ion of t his Hoqsc. B ecause 

the one thing we are bound to do in this 
House is to lay down t he firm pillars of 
I';irli~1mc11t ar.,· d emocrae.v lest we b e r e
proached by the people who will occupy 
lhesl' sca ts in Lhe future. 

If this is a mistake on the pnrt of the 
Governmen t, th r n let us accept it as a 
mislakc: if i t is a mis take by some other 
person, let 11s accep t i t. If th is R eport ,ms 
adopted unanimously by this House and 
there is any desire to change it, the matter 
must be referred back to the Committee 
which considered it in the original instance. 

If a Civil Servan t snt down and did 
a11ytl1ing inconsistent t lwn he has taken 
Vl' I'Y serious l ibert ies; or if the 1\finister of 

Finance has d one t h is he has taken vcr.v 
serious liberties as regards th n fun e t ions of 
this House . 

I am not going t o m ake any quanel 
.iLuut this. I am not going to genera te any 
heat abou t this, but I give you the assur
ance tha t we are going to fight this issue 
to t he last. If necessar~• we will introduce 
:°\Jntion~ affecting the privileges of this 
House and will invoke every Parliam ent
nn· opportunity, because we feel t hat yon 
~hould not come here and disrespect t he 
7\fembers of t his Housl' . And when I say 
;;u, I d o not refer lo a ll the i1embcrs op
posite as being M embers of the Govern
ment. 

~fr. Spea ker , we all s tood ht' re, as l\fem
lwrs of this House, and vote<] on this mat
ter. I remember th e D ebate very well, 
because even when the l\liinister of Finan ce 
was r eluctant. we on this side of the 
H ouse told h im that if he found h imself in 

d ifficult ies then he should refer the matter 
l)ack t o t he Conimittee and come befor 0 
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tht\ Cornmitter himself and explain his 
problems .! S :\finister of Finance, and let 
the Commit tee decide what they would 
ultima tely r ecommend to this House. But 
_YO H ca nnot come here and refer to thn I 
s(:'ction of t he S tnnding Orders which talks 
abou t public revenue. Obviously the reason 
fo r thn t is t hat in :rny form of goYemment 
I li :1 t is a democracy you cannot have Mem
bers of the House getting up one afte1· the 
other .introducing Motions or Private Bills 
that would result in the imposition of a 

charge on the public revenue. That cnnnot 
he done. Because wlrnt would happen is 
t lrnt you would find a number of l\lcmbcrs 
bringing Motions every day Parliament sits 
causing public expenditure and the con
sequential depiction ·of the Treasur~1 • So 
t hat what has been done is this - it is in 
n ·ery Constitution. You make proYision 
I hat no Member can introduce a ~'lotion 
m· a Bill that would b e a charge 011 th e 
p11blie r evenue, unless it is sanctioned by 
tlie existing Government; that is the 
Executive of Parliament and that is all 
that really m eans. But in this case that 
cloes not apply, Mr. Speaker. Because th is 
Parliament sat down and referred a matter 
lo a particular Committee and said: "Now 
you report back to us and if wr accept 
.'·our r ecommendations we will forward 
them ; if we do not accept them w e will 
reject them or amend them." The lfrport 
was adopted. I say that to .my hon. and 
learned Friend the Prime Minis ter - a 
person I have referred to as an eminent 
jurist in his own right - and I am aston
ished that is his stand now. 

::VCr. Speaker, what my hon. ai1d lea1;ned 
Friend the Prime Minister said on this 
question at the time is, in my respectful 
opinion, the correct parliamentar,v usagr 

and correct pal'liamentary form. That is to 
say, the Prime Minister is correct in say
ing that if this H ouse unanimously says 
l hat any officer in t h is Parliament should 
recci vc a n,Y a mou n L of money, then it b e
co11ws thr will of t his P arliament. And I 
:1 111 going to appeal to the Prime Minister 
to reconsider this matter. If he is against 

· us in the presentation of our arguments 
then the least h e could do is to reconsider 
th is matter and not rush and bull-doze it 
through the House tonight. 

I agree e11tirel.Y wi th my hon. Friend the 
D eputy Leader and I congratulate him 011 

the language he has employed in putting 
fnrwarcl his arguments. I did not under
stand at a11_v time that he accused the 
Prim e .M.inistcr of being a liar. He was 
111crel.v pointing out the inconsist encies of 
the Prime '.V[inister's utterances and the 
presen t action of hon. :Members opposite, 
which an~· Opposil ion is entitled t o do. 
:\fr. Spea kcr, tlwst• inconsistencies are 
l,c·eomi11g too many, and I am be
coming alarm ed. l hope that l am 
wrong. bu l there ~eem s to m e to b e 
an nttituclc on the Governm ent front 
benches lo clispla.'' a complete disregard 
for the M embers of this House. If this is 
so, Sir, I am afraid they will find that we 
are going t o be Yery, very firm in our 
battle to 111nintai11 the priv ileges of our 
Parliament. 

l\fr. Speaker, th ere is absolutely no merit 
in th is argument: and it is unfortunate 
that the question of "Mr. Speaker" has 
arisen in this matter , b ecause if it were not 

·so I would have asked, and I would have 
used !11,\' right in this House to appeal to 
h im to rul e that this is contempt of this 
House. I canno t very well do so in the 
circ111nstances. 

-, 
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The Prime Minister: How ca n the 
Ex<.:cut iw be gu ii ty of con tempt? 

Mr. Sinanan : T he Execut ive Com
prises Members of t his Parliament, and 
c•very individual Member of t he Council of 
State is guilty of contempt of t his House 
if a Committee's Report is accep ted unani
mously here and is tlwn rejected by the 
Council of State. What <loes this mean? I 
am really astonished to hear the Prime 
:\'f in ister ask whether the Executive could 
be guilty of contempt, when Members of 
that Executive stood here in t heir respec
t iv0 capacities, 011 t he front benches and 
t he back benches, and voted for this Re
port, and then t he M inisters went to the 
Council of State nnd took a contrary point 
of vi0w. They did not come back to th is 
H ouse and give us the opportunity to refer 
the ReporL back to Committee, bu t t hey 
come here and sn.v this is laying down the 
law. Tf an~·thing is ultra -uires, t his is. 

The Prime Minister : I t is not ! 

Mr. Sinanan : :'11r. Speaker, it is no 
use my Friend th e P rime M inist(•r saying 
it is not. Vlc are saying it is. We challenge 
the Government Lo set aside a date for 
this D ebate. We have t he time. If it is 
necessary, let us adjourn now and resume 
in t,rn hours, beca use in that t ime we 
ll"Ould be able to put our hands on t he 
authorit~·-

Mr. Bramble : ·what authority? 

Mr. Sinanan : I hop0 when the hon. 
M ember becomes Chief M inister of tha t 
great sub-Continent of Montserrat he 
would not follow these practices, or -his 
clcmocracy will be imperilled before he 
assumes office. I really hope he ·docs not 
carry these precepts to ::\Iontserrat. 

:'l[r. Speaker, this is wrong; it ~s improper. 
And even in Parliament I hesita te to use 
the word "improper", but. it is improper. 
How can you d isregard the fcqlings of the 
.:\I emb!'rs of t his House? How can you 
accept the recommendations of a Commit
lee and then do something qlse without 
cnusul ting them - without coming back 
to them in any way; without repor ting 
hack to the House ·and to the Committee? 
How can ,it be done? It just cannot be 
done. 

And am I 11011" to unclerstanrl t h,tl my 
hon. and learned Friend , the "1Vfinistcr" 
from :Manchester, after making t hat very 
long speech, which I remember so well, and 
pointing t he right road to his Colleagues 
on the Government Benches, is now trying 
to justify this. together with one or two 
of the other lawyers below the gangwa~·? 
Solicitors in T rinidad a re known to be 
extremely eminen t. I doubt ,~ery much if 
the M ember for Por t-of-Spain East would 
support t his. H e cannot. Look through 
:May's, you can bo1-row Campion\, you 
can dn what you want, you will never fi nd 
one authority· to just ify this. And I am 
going to appeal to my hon. Friend t he 
Prime M inistl'r again. Let us not today 
write into t he· Reports of thi7 House such 
a bad precedent for the future. If we feel 
so strongly about it, in accordancl' with 
the established practice of ti parliament, 
by paying clue regard to the views of a 
minority - becau se that is one thing a 
Government i<; ·bound to do, whether ·the 
wishes of t his minority are wrong or righ t 
- t his minority ' feels so st rohgly about it 
t hat we ask you to invoke that other par
liamentary practice by giving us t he 
opportunity of proving ourselves r igh t, a nd 
by giving the matter further consideration 
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as all parliamentary democracies allow. We 
a:-;k lhis Government not to -rush this 
through tonight. It is not going to end vcr? 
well. It will not do for this House• and this 
Gov<'mment to be fought every inch of 
the: ,ray; because we will fight you and we 
will embarrass you. You know very well 
thnt if there was ever a Government that 
could not stand up to a big battle in 
Parliament it is the present Government. 
If there was ever a Government that ought 
to conduct itself in ~uch a way that. would 
enable it to ha,vc the goodwill of the Oppo
sition it is this Government. And make no 
mistake about this, the West Indian public 
knows and the outside world is fast coming 
to know-that it is on th e responsibility of 
this Opposition that will rest the future 
and ultimate success of this F ederal 
institution. 

Hon. Members (Opposition Benches): 
Hear, hear! 

Mr. Sinanan : You .might laugh but 
it is true. If this Opposition were not a 
responsible Opposition this Government 
might have found itself in some very, very 
difficult situations . And we are asking you 
not to force us to bring Motions here that 
will amount. to Motions of Censure. We are 
asking you not to force us to fight this 
every inch of the way in this Parliament, 
and to have it published throughout the 
West Indies that this Government is 
prepared to mutilate established demo
cratic and parliamentary procedure, merely 
because they have failed to recognise the 
fact that when a House accepts· the recom
mendations of a Committee of its own that 
not. even t he Speaker, could interfere with 
it. 

The Prime Minister : 'H e is only here 
to keep order. 

Mr. Sinanan : H e is the only author
ity in this House. I think my hon. Friend 
is tired tonight. I am suggesting that he 
come back ~·efreshed tomq-row and re
consider t his matter. 

,Mr. Bradshaw: ::\Ir. Speaker, I don' t 
think I should say anything more on t his 
matter. It was debated quite fully when 
Lhe Supplementary E stimates were being 
discussed and I won't exercise m y right 
of reply tonight. 

Mr. Sinanan: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move an adjournment of t his House for 
half-an-hour as a mark of disapproval. 
}lembers can look in May's Parliamentary 
Practice, look at dilatory Motions and 
you will see. Sir, I submit with the great
est respect that I am entitled to move 
Lhe adjournment of this House as a mark 
of disapproval of this Government's 
.iction . and I will give my reasons for 
moving that Motion. 

I ask this H ouse to adjourn for half
an-hour because this is one of t he worst 
days this Parliament has seen since Fed
eration began. I ask this House to ad
:iourn for half-an-J1our to mark its dis
approval of the manner in which this 
Govemment is conducting its affairs, in 
.,o for as this matter is concerned . I offer 
that to this House as my reason for mov
ing the adjournment of this House for 
half-an-hour, in order that every M ember 
of this House should show his disapproval 
for the fact that the arguments presented 
by my hon. and learned Friend the Prime 
;\iinister are no longer valid arguments . 

Mr. Speaker: I will consider the 
:VIotiou for an adjournment. The Sitting 
will now be suspended unt il 8.00 o'clock. 
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6.30 71.m.: Sitt•ing suspended. 

8.00 run. : Sitting rcsumecl. 

Mr. Speaker : At Lhe moment when 

lhe Sitting 1Yas suspended , I indicated that 

I would consider the :\lotion for adjourn

ment m ade b,v the hon. iVIember for Vic
toria. As I und erstand the procedure as 
explained in :i\1ny's Parliamentary Practice, 

16th Edition at page 408, this Motion can 
only bP made by a .. :.\!ember who, on being 

called b.,· the Speaker in the course of the 

debate, is in possession of t he House". I 
did uol ;111d could no t call upon the hon. 

Member for Victoria as he h ad ah·eady 
spoken in the debate. The i\fotion therefore 

would be out of order. I would like to add 
thn t the po~i tion is somewhat embarrass
ing lo m e and I have no wish to interfere 

with the rights of hon. :;\Icmbcrs to move 
a dilatory or any other form of :i\'.Iotion. 

And of course it is open to a ny other :Mem

ber who has 11ot spoken on t he Motion 
proposed to the House, if called upon, to 
propose n similar Motion. But I would 

point out that. this Supplementary Appro

priation Bill is a special kind of Bill em 
bodying proposals a lready approved by 
this H ouse i11 Committee of Supply. I 
wou ld fur ther point out that ]1 0 11. ?lfcm
bcrs will have the opportunity, on both 
sides of the House of course, to debate 

this ques tion under H ead III of the Esti

m ates of Expcnditme for 1960 which are 
already before t he Committee of Supp ly . 

Question p-ut. 

House d iv ided : Ayes 17; Noes lG, as 

follows: 

AYES 
Dr. C. G. LaCorbinlere 
R. L. Bra dshaw 
Mrs. P . B . Allfrey 
N. H. Richards 
V. B . Vaughan 
D. P. Pierre 
D. S . Lloyd 
H .F. Cooke 
R. J. Williams 
R. M. Cato 
W. H. Bramble 
B. T. Carrott 
E. 0. LeBlanc 
J. M. D. Bousquet 
R. E. Brown 
L. P. Delapenha 
A. U. B elinfanti 

17 

NOES 
A. S. Sinanan 
M. Cargill 
K. G. Hill 
L . J. Adams 
Archdeacon Lennon 
C. W. Swabey 
W. B. Williams 
Dr. F. R. Duhaney 
S. Mathui-a 
E. W. Wakeland 
C. T. Afflick 
M. H. Shah 
S. B. Stone 
L. U. Densham 
M.A. Hector 
Mrs. F. E. Daysh 

16 

:\fr. D. H. L. Ward abstained. 
M otion carried. 

B ill accordingly reacl a Second time. 

Mr. Bradshaw: l\Ir. Speaker, I beg 
Lo m ove that the Bill be now ~cad a Third 
t ime. 

Question 7mt and agreecl to. 
Bill reacl a Third time and '(passed. 

PENSIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Order for Second, R eading read. 

Mr. Bradshaw: Mr. Spb ker, I beg 
to 1110,·c Lhe Second Reading of the 
P ensions (Amendment) B ill. 

Mr. Sinanan : Mr. SpcaUer, I beg to 
inlcrrupt the hon. illinis te):. M y Col
leagues and I feel very strongly about the 
methods that were adopted b.v th e Go\'
crnment in this matter , nncl, as a result, 
the 0111,v way we can show o~r strong dis
approval of their conduct is by taking no 
further part in these proceedings. 

Ovpo·sition Members ancl Mrs. Daysh 
withdrew from, the Chamiber. 

I 

ADJOURNMENT 
Resolved; That this H ous9 do now ad

journ-[.i\fr. Bradshaw]. 
Adjourned accordingly at ,8.10 p.rn. 
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