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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 31st December, 1941. 

The Council met at 12 noon. His Excel
lency the Governor, Sir Gordon Lcthem, 
K.O.M.G .. Prel'lident in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. Mr. 

G.D. Omn, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-Or.nera.l, 1fr.
E. 0. Prethero<', M.C., ICC.

The Hon. E. F. Mc David, M.B.K. Colo
nial Treasurer. 

The Hon. F .. J. Seaford, 0.B,E., (Georg,'
town North). 

The Hon, M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E .. 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Commis
Rioner of Labour and Local Government. 

'rhe Hon. G. 0. OaRe, Consulting En
gineer. 

The. Hon. B. R. vVood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. F. Ogle, Director of Eclnr,a.tion, 
(Acting). 

The Hon. Percy C1. Wight. O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon .. T. Eleazar, (Berbicr River). 

The Hon. Peer. Bacchu!", (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh, (Drm. 
eram- Essequibo). 

The Hon. C. R Jacob, (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. vV. Jackson, (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey, (Nominate<l 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. T. Lee, (Essequebo River). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western 
EsRcquc,bo). 

Tho Clerk read prayers. 

MINUTES. 
Th<' minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Tuesday, 30t,h DccembPr, 1941, 

were amended ( a,) by the deletion of the 
semi-colon after the word �•tax" in the 
second line of the long title of the Excess 
Profits Tax (Amendment) ;Bill, 1941, on 
page 4, and by the substitution therefor 
of the word "and " and (b) by tho deletion 
of all the words after tho word" profits," 
in the third linn of the said long title. 

The minute!! :is :imended were taken as 
rl'ad and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 
THE PRESIDENT: I have no announce. 

ment to make except to express the hope 
that this mid-day honr is agreeable to 
those Members who worll not here yester
day. 

PAPER LAID. 
The Colonial Secretary (Mr. G, D. Owen, 

C.M.G.) laid on tbr tabla lhe following
documont:-

'fhe Poat Office Telegraph (Amcm]ment-} 
U.eguh,I ions, !\Jfl, (No. !II of 1041), 

ORDER OF 1'HE DAY. 

ESTIMATES, 1942. 
The Council resolved itself into Com

mitt<.>e and resumed considemtion of tho 
estimates of expenditme to be defrayed 
from revenue for thfl ycnr ending 31st 
.Decemher, 194.2. 

PUBLIC Womrn DEI"ARTMENT. 
THE CHAIRMAN: I would just like 

to say that I am not rm f ai:t, nor is tho 
Director of Public Works, who has been 
such a short time in the Colony, reSJ)on
sible for the preparation of these estimates 
which was done before he came. I feel a 
good deal of responsibility on myself and 
the Colonial Secretary for the supervision 
of the Public Works Department. I have 
made some criticisms once or twice in this 
Council about the dilapidation of buildings, 
and I have that a. great deal in mind, but l 
have also to remember that there is an 
Executive Council Committee sitting nO\V 
as regards the re-organization of the 
Department for which the Director has 
put up proposals, and I have to await the 
report of that Committee. I am also 
turning over in my mind the setting up of 
some machinery which would be helpful 
as a liaison between myself and this 
Council in improving my knowledg� of 
this Department and the work of the Re
organimtion Committee. I do not wish to
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make any statement or takr any decision 
on the matter. 

Mr. LEE: I am glad that Your Excel
lency has made that prononncement. It 
saves me a lot of nmiecessary comment, 
but I would like to point out to you and 
the Government that comments made b:s' 
Members of this Council are only made for 
the purpose of bringing to the notice of 
Government facts which have been brought 
to our notice. In making any strictures 
on any Department or any Head of ,1 
Department we are only carrying out. 
our duties which are sometimes v1:ry 
unpleasant, but as public men we hav�• to 
carry them out. Two cases Wt'rc brought 
to the notice of tl1e hon. MernhPr for Nortli
Western District (Mr. Jacob) and rny,:elf 
of defalcations and the spending of mone .v 
of the Public Works Department in the 
wrong way. vV<� took tho,;e nrntters tip 
,with Government and actually suggested. 
in an interview with Sir ,.Yilfrid Jackson 
that if steps were taken immediately tJi,,, 
people who were rPsponsible for tho�P 
irregnlarities wou Id be brought to jnsticP. 

In our presence the Governor called ii: 
the then acting Colonial Secretary and 
made arrangements with llS that the 
matter would be taken up immediately, 
but the partiality of the Police came in. 
Although those instructions w1we sent to 
the District Superintendent of Poli.co mo;;t 
of the people who were to receive money 
on authority at the time did not turn up 
to receive that money. The hon. Member 
for North-Western District and I were 
informed that when the information 
1·eached the Police the people who werP 
concerned in those irregularities were 
informed that the irregularities ·were 
carried out with the knowledge and con
sent of some of the servants of Govc•rn
ment. It is a very startling statement to 
make. but those are the facts which were 
brought to our knowledge, and we as publir. 
men could not stand by and see the Police 
take no action whatever in the matter. 

There is another instance of money 
misspent by the Public Works Department. 
We were informed at Golden Grove that 
money was paid for certain work above 
the value of the work, and that certain 
peop1e who received money did not work 
at all. It is not pleasant for public men 
to have to go on Sundays to verify certain 
facts about work which the responsible 
officers of the Department should look 
after. I am inviting any Member of the 
Council to go and see for himself. J 

I believe it is still existing. There was a 
little trash house 20 x 12 ft. and I counted 

l�

the number of posts that made it. The 
roof was made of coconut leaves, and w0 
·were told that $15 was paid for a thing
like that which would not take two men
more than a day to erect. There were
three drnins 4x6 ins. to drain that roof and
$3 was paid for that work. We counted
tbe number of bamboos used in making
the stop-off and found that our infor
mant was correct in regard to the
mnnber. \i\Then we asked the Depart
ment to show us the pay-sheets we were
tolct that the matter lu1<l to be gone
into, and when we did see them what
could we do? Tlw money had been paid
,.md we r·tm only complain to Government
that certain se.rvants of this Department
are enriching themsPlvoR at tbe expense of

. Governnwnt. H i.s a �ca.nda.Jon,-: affair.

There i� anot.l1er instance r would like to 
hring to Your Excellency·s attention. 011 
the \Vest Coast of Demerara, t,he Police 
wen• informed 1:hat 11 or 12 bilrrds or 
cenwnt were taken from the Public WorkH 
Department. Tl1e Police exl'cuted a sean,h 
·warrant, iwi,wd thE' cement and took it to
the station. vVe were told tbat nothing
would come out of it because certain chief
11xecntive officers of the Department wer<•
friendly t,owards cert a i n subordinate
offiCNi-. Nothing did co 111 e out of it
111.-cause wh1.-n L enquin·d of t.lie Police
Department I was told that the matter had
heP.n dealt with departmentally. l would
likt> Your ExcP!lency to see those papers
and hav<' t.be mattPl· enquirfld into by·
an indep<'nclen1; person.

Mr. ELEAZAR: l rise to �t point of 
otd<'r. l do not know what the hon. 
Member is speaking on, and WP are pressed 
for tinw. 

THE Cl-IAJR.MAN: This is smely one 
opportunity for Members to ra.ise certain 
things. r will have to allow the hon. 
Member to coutinue bis genPtil l criticism. 

Mr. LEE: I am bringing certain facts 
to the notice of Government in order to 
stop the irregularities carried on in the 
Department. I a.m not blaming Mr. Case or 
Mr. Boyce because whatever facts are 
brought to their notice they accept as 
gospel truth. ram suggesting that more 
attention be paid to subordinate officers. 
When there is a clear case of theft of 
cement and no action is takPn-

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Member keeps on saying that no 
action was taken. Will he wait and find 
out what action was taken? 
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Mr. LEE: The Police informed nw tha.t 
no action was being taken; the matter 
was dealt with departmentally. It is not 
a case for departmental action when there 
is misappropriation by servants of the 
Department. To cover up the theft of t he 
cement three other 1Jersons were charged 
with removing timber from the seashore, 
for which permission had been given by 
senior officers of the Department. Because 
servants of the Department wore interested 
parties in the theft of the cemenl the 
mtittcr was hushed up. 

It is not in every case tbat wrj can get 
members of the 1mblic to give us details 
in writing, but it has also been brought to 
my knowledge that on the -west Coast a 
relative of one of the officers rec:eiv-ed 
payment for a fortnight's work and also 
a day's pay for driving one of the Depart
ment's lorries. How c-ouhl Ill' receive pa�· 
as a fortnightly servant-and also 11,,yment 
as a lorry driver? If Your .l�xcollency 
investigate!S that matter you will find that 
my information is c_orrce:b. 

l suggested some time ago that the
remedy for these irregularitieR is the fre
quent removal of the senior ancl junior 
officers from one distrid to anot,lter so as to 
prevent them being so closely attached to 
the parties who encourage them. I. made the 

.suggestion when Si1· Geoffry Northcote 
was Governor of tbis Colony, and I. noticed 
that junior officer:; were being re!noYed 
every two year;;, I am suggesting that 
senior and junior officers Hhould be re
moved as often as possible. and that no 
relatives of the offieers or o,-er,;ee1·s ;;l10u ld 
be employed unclee any of those officns. 
Your 'Excellency will find ou L that the per
><onwbo rec.:eivrd the payment I referred to 
is related to one of tlll' overseN8. 

If Your Excellency would look into 11t,, 
expenditure on the Potaro road you would 
make some startling dbcoveries and you 
would perhaps ask: some of the officer;; to 
refund that money. The road has not 
been looked after since September last, but 
money wa::; f<pent and badly spent. There 
if; graft butween the oversee-ff and the me11, 
and I am told that money has been paid 
to the contractors for work which has not 
been done. Money has been allocated for 
the cutting of certain trails at Kaiekur, 
but while the money has been spent 
the lines have not been cut. I under
,itand tl1at the money was spent ou 
pleasure trips. I have letters from 
people who travel on the road and 
they say that its condition is a disgrace. 
They say they have to lie in bed for a 
week to recover froni the effects of travel-

ling on the road. I suggest that some 
Committee might be set up to check the 
expenditure on that road. 

When the various items come up I shall 
call attention to one or two details. I think 
that a close scrutiny . should be made of all 
expenditure by the Department. Tile 
Public Works Department gives the con
struction of certain buildings to contractors 
at certain rates of pay, but do the contract-
01'S pay their workmen those rates ? They 
bring workmen from the country districts 
and pay them less than what they should. 
I am suggesting that in all future contracts 
of that kind it should be specifically laid 
down that the workmen employed by the 
contractors must be paid the rates allowed 
by Government. It has been brought to 
my notice that some contractors employ 
carpenters in the country districts at $1.32 
and $1.44 per clay instead of $1.68 per day. 
Although it is a good thing to give certain 
work out to contract Government is not 
doing its duty to the workmen by seeing 
Llrnt they get fair wages. 

U possible some method should be 
adopted whereby complaints against the 
Department might be made without 1,he 
knowledge of the senior officers and the 
risk of_ v ictimiiation, Jn that way 
Clovernment would get information in 
respect of many of the irregularities that 
:,re being carried on, but employees are 
afraid to give information which might 
result in tlwir losing jobs. Some employees 
do no work for the money they receive. 

Mr. J AOOB : I was hoping to hear the 
honourable Member for Berbice River (Mr. 
!£lcazar) but I think he is too busily 
engaged. Instead of offering constructive 
criticisms or listening to them he prefers 
to object. I think the honourable Member 
has detained this Council on many occa-

, sio11s with less important matters. I do 
not intend to speak at length on this 
subject. I am tired, definitely tired, calling 

I the attention of Government to irregu
larities in this Department. I can speak for 
an hour or two and give specific <letails, J 
but I am not prepared to do that. l know 
the Colonial SP.cretary will say that all 
these matters have been investigated and 
ha.ve not been proved. J wish to s�1y 
that the methods adopted by Government 
in carrying out investigations are entirely 
wrong, in my opinion. I give certain in
formation but I am not consulted at all 
during the inYestigation. The parties 
involved are the people who are heard . 
I am finished with that. I know that 
there are certain things under considera
tio1i and I hope something will be done. 

.lt,___ -✓
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I am prepared to suggest now that a 
Committee should be appointed, and I was 
glad to hear Yom Excellency give a hint 
as to some Committee being set up. 

I have had considerable experience in 
regard to pay-sheets and the payment of 
money. I know what is being done ;:;ml 
what can be done. When certain sug
gestions were made by the hon. Member 
for Essequebo River tMr. Lee) and myself 
they were not carried out. If a Committee 
is appointed and it would take matters up 
at the right time I think a good deal of 
money could be saved and a good deal of 
benefit would accrue to the Colony. I wish 
to suggest further that the Audit Depart
ment should. be called in immediately 
irregularities are brought to the notice of 
Government. The Department concerned 
should not investigate such reports of 
irregularities. I am not saying that the 
Head of the Department should not be 
advised ai:; regards certain things and 
1:,hould not be consulted, but not the :;ubor
dinate officers involved. I wish to suggest 
further that a proper accounting check 
be made of certain charges in this Depart
ment. I have information that speci
fications are not adhered to, Estimates 
arc not carefully followed and charges are 
put against various heads in order to cover. 
up irregularities and other minor details. 
Your Excellency is aware of what the hon. 
Member for Essequebo River and I are 
speaking about. I think that is sufficient. 

I am not prepared to take up any more 
time, but I am hoping that as to-morrow 
will begin a new year something will be 
done to safeguard the taxpayers' money. 
When I made the remark some time ago 
that half the money voted for this Depart
ment was being wasted it was taken up by 
the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
(Mr. Seaford). I reduced it to 5 per cent. 
and that was also challenged. I know of 
schemes on which not 50 per cent. but 100 
per cent. of the money was wasted. There 
are other schemes going on in respect of 
which more than half of the money is being 
wasted. No rn:;efol purpose will be served by 
debating the matter in this Council. Other 
action must be taken and, I hope, very 
shortly. I understand there i:; a gentle-· 
man employed at Potaro, Mr. Aldie, who 
is nearly 70 years. I have been looking 
through the Civil Service List but 1 do not 
see his 11ame there. Perhaps some explan
ation will be given about him. 

Mr. S]!jAFORD: Th i s Depurtme11L 
always comes in for criticism in this 
Council. I am not going into the d<:tails 
mentioned by the two hon, Members, but 

L will say that I have been in fairly close 
touch with the Department for some time, 
and l would suggest that in the case of the 
Public Works Department the be:;t way 
of saving money would be to spend more 
money on supervision. In my opinion the 
Department is understaffed and underpaid. 
Up to a short time ago the staff of the 
Accounting Department was absolutely 
incapable of attempting to carry out the 
work that is being done at tbe present 
time, and [ am glad to say that on a 
recommendation made to Government that 
staff was increased, but to this day it is 
not large enough. It is impossible to keep 
accounts up-to-date and to get figures from 
day to day unless the staff i8 increased to 
a fairly large extent. It is also impossible 
for any member of the Committee or any
one in the Department to keep a check on 
what is taking place unless there is proper 
accountancy. 

J have before me a draft, which has been 
prepared showing how, the expenditure 
on Public \Vorks has grown from year to 
year, and T would like to point out that 
instead of an increase in technical staff it 
has decreased from $27,000 to about $17,000. 
That is my reason for saying that thu 
Department is understaffed. 'rl1erc are 
officers, highly trained men with B.Sc., 
and engineering degrees, who are getting 
perhaps half the salaries of other engineer:; 
in the Colony who have less ability than 
they have. I know two officers in that 
Department who have asked for transfere, 
but owing to requests made to them Ly 
the Head of the Department, to whom 
they are very loyal, they have decided to 
stay here and help him. Due recognition 
should be given of that fact. 

l do not say for one moment that there
are not irregularities going on, not only in 
-the Government service, but in commercial
firms, on a very large scale, and I do not
think they will ever be stopped. I main
tain that if there was more supervision in
this Department those irregularities, if
they do go on to-day, would be checked to
a very large extent. It is supervision that
is wanted more than anything else. I hope
that when the Committee is appointed
hon. Members will not refuse to give an
increased staff and what I consider proper
emoluments to the officers of the Depart
ment. I am sure that the money would
be well invested.

Mr. C. V. WIGH1': With regard to the 
suggestion of- the hon. Member for North
Western District (Mr. Jacob) that a Com
mittee should be appointed, I think that 
would be, to i,ome e:x:tent, a solution or, at 
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any rate, a bulwark against future 
criticisms of the Department. Irregularities 
will go on and the Department will con -
tinue to be assailed. Any .Department 
which executes public works will be 
assailed and I would point out that the 
Committee comprises three members of 
the Executive Council. I may be wrong, 
but I do not think that the members of 
that Committee would necessarily obtain 
all the information which would be 
obtained by a general Committee or a 
Committee with an enlarged personnel. 
It often happens that a new . Head of a 
Department has to bear the burden of 
criticisms of the administration of his 
Department which are really not applicable 
to his administration but a legacy of 
several years. The appointment of a 
Committee of that kind would give the 
present Director an opportunity to start 
with a clean sheet and without this 
interminable criticism of small matters 
which should not engage his attention. 
From my observation the new Director 
seems to be young, energetic: and full of 
enthusiasm, and should be able to pull his 
Department out of the crisis through 
which it is passing. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have no desire to 
disappoint the hon. Member for North
Western District (Mr. Jacob) and I rise to 
sa.y that if he had my experience he would 
not like tu hear me reply to vague 
generalities about things which, in faet, are 
not worth an enquiry. I have had to do 
with public bodies and I have known men, 
whom I had to respect, telling me things 
in confidence. but on the slightest investi
gation the whole story vanished into thin 
air. If my friend had experience he would 
not listen to tales of disgruntled work
men. That was my reason for remaining 
silent when the hon. Member was making 
his remarks. 

I have something else to talk about. I

would like to know why Government 
will not conserve what it has by 
extending the abandoned strip of 25 miles 
of road from New Amsterdam to Mara? 
By abandoning that road Government is 
putting a number of people to great 
inconvenien<"e, and is closing down a 
district which bas been very prosperous. 
At one time the road was almost aban
doned, and when Your Excellency's pre
decessor came he had it opened up. Only 
about eight miles of that road from New 
Amsterdam has been made up; the balance 
has been allowed to go. This is not the 
time when we can afford to abandon roads 
in -populous districts. I am asking Gov
e:rnment to find out w.hy the road · has -not 

been kept open, and if no reason can be 
assigned except monetary considerations, 
the_n some money should be found some
where to keep the road open from Mara. 
If Government says that the cost is too 
high then the Department should cut its 
<"Oat according to the cloth. I am asking 
Government to provide the new Director 
with straw so that he can make bricks. 

There can oe no doubt that the Depart
ment has well earned the name of "Public 
Waste Department." I support the sug
gestion of the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North (Mr. Seaford) that the supervision 
should be better. So long as the present 
supervision obtains so long will we have 
these laches from time t.o time. Some
times people skulk over their job. The 
Department has a single Paymaster who 
has to travel from the Corentyne to the 
Potaro district. He is on his heels every 
day, Sundays included. Fancy one man 
11aving to pay some five million dollars 
every day of his life! There should be three 
Paymasters, one in each County. Perhaps 
the Department has not asked for more 
Paymasters, and if that is so it is its own 
fault. When defakiations occur everybody 
will be called a rogue and vagabond. 

'fhe Department has always been 
charged with underestimating most things. 
I ts true estimate is rejected and it make
shifts to suit the occasion and fails. I 
strongly deprecate the whole Department 
being charged with so much fraud, at the 
instance of the sort of people we know. 

Mr. JACOB: To a point of correction. 
lf the hon. Member is talking about some
thing that he knows nothing about I would 
advise him not to speak on that matter. 
1-N e have sufficient evidence to charge the 
whole Department, 

Mr. ELEAZAR: '11hat is your bui;iness, 
I should be allowed to say what I am 
saying. I am saying that the charge is not 
proven. You can charge a man as much 
as you like, but to come here and make a 
statement against the whole Department 
is certainly not allowed. The hon. Member 
would not say one of those wordi; outside. 
He is abusing the privilege of this Council. 

Mr. LEE: When my friend says that we 
abuse the privilege of this Council I would 
like to say that I can prove to him the 
facts which have been put before me. 
Some of those facts are in black and white 
and I am prepared to hand over those 
documents to Government. 

Mr, ELEAZAR: -I,ca1mot.teach peo1>le all 

� 
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the time. I made a statement; where is the 
correction? Hon. Members will not even 
learn procedure. They waste too much 
time in chasing things that do not exist. 
For Members to make charges on the 
testb.1ony of witnesses of that sort is 
beneath the dignity of this Council. Com
nlaints of that kind sbou ld be made to the 
Head of the Department or Government 
outside the Council, and Government would 
take the precaution to make investigation. 
This is not the place to make investigation. 

1 am hoping that the Public Works 
Department will look after those roads 
which are lying derelict. I plead especially 
for the road on tho Bast Bank of the Berbice 
River which was a very good road and 
would cost very rnnch less to put it in 
order than to make a new ro:td eventually. 
When the time arrives for Government. 
to increase the supervision in the Depart
ment I will be among the first to support it. 
[ would not say tbat the supervision is 
lax, but that it is too limited. .Members 
cannot justify the chargP made agairn,t 
the Department, and that Government and 
the Colonial Secretary are condoning all 
tho:,;e frauds. 

Tim COLONIAL i::,ECRETARY: T 
t,hink: it is only fair to the Council and to 
the Department that .T. should make rt few 
remarks in view of what has been said by 
certain Members. First of all with regard 
to the Mara road, I would like to remind 
Urn hon. Member for Berbice .l:{iver (Mr. 
Eleazar) t.hat the estate was dosed down 
ahout four years ago and GovernmPnt 
then decided that the road should only be 
maintained over a distance of about eight 
miles for motor traffic, and from the eighth 
mile-post onwards merely for the use of 
pedestrians. The Public Works Depart
ment is not- to blame ; it was Govern
ment's decision when the estate closed 
down. I understand that there is not 
sufficient traffic to justify continuing the 
motor road right through to Mara. No 
doubt if the hon. member can furnish 
information, which I can put before Your 
Excellency, to justify the continuation of 
the motor road due consideration would be 
given to representation made by him. 

With regard to the remarks made about 
the Paymaster, certain recommendations 
have been submitted by the Director of 
Public Works to the Committee, to which 
Your Excellency referred a little while 
ago, and his recommendations will natur
ally receive the careful consideration of 
the Committee. 

'lllc :ialary of the officer in ch,u·ge of the 

Potaro Road, the Maintenance Superin
tendent, is paid from an ·open vote-the 
Potaro Road Maintenance vote-and that is 
why his name is not shown in the Civil 
Service List. 

The hon. Member for Essequebo River 
(Mr. Lee) referred to irregularities on the 
Potaro road in connection with payments 
to contractors. 1 should be interested if 
he wonld ·1et me have the names of the 
contractors, hecause no contractors al'e 
engaged on the Potaro road that Govern
ment knows of. 

MR. LEIJ;: I will supply the name, cou
f-identially. 

'l'r-rn COLONIAL SECRETARY: Wil,h 
regard to the 11 barrels of cement. the 
Attorney-General will have a word or two 
to say on the matter. "rhe hon. Member 
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) referred to 
the vague generalities made from time to 
time in this Council, very freqtwntly by 
certain hon. Members. I think he 1<aid he 
was getting raUier tired of them ; I can 
;:issure him he is not the onJ�, Member who 
is. 'J'hey are nothing but vague general
ities, and we have heard so much from 
those two hon. Members about the Depart
ment that I think it is only fair that 
Members of the Council should have som�· 
indication of the picture on the other side. 
Sir, I shall ask you presently to allow me 
to read two short letters to show what 
assistance Government gets from thos0 
hon. Members when we really get 
clown to try to prove the irregularitie,: to 
whic.h they refer--letters which are seldom 
signed, and when they are signed, we an· 
asked that the names shonld not be 
divuli;,ed. The hon. Member said that the 
method by which J make enquiries has 
been wrong and still is wrong. He has 
l:hosen to blame everybody up to the Colo
nial Secretary, and he has now blamed 
Your Excelleney. The latest enquiry was 
carried out only a �hort time ago. 

Mr. JAUOB : l h�w" 11ot blamed His 
Excellency. 

THE COLONIAL-SECRE'l'ARY: lam 
going to prove that the hon. Mcfnber 
has done so. He s..iid that a differenl 
method had been adopted. Instructions 
have been issued to me by Your Excellency 
and they are being curried out, 

Mr. JACOB : Has that been communi
cated to me yet ? i am not prepared to 
sit here and listen to incorrect remarks by 
the Colonial Secretary. 
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�['HE CHAIRMAN : Your remarks are written by Mr. Boyce, on Decemher 3, to 
un necessary. the hon. Member :-

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am 
telling the Council that instrttctions issued 
hy the Governor are being carried out . 
'rhe hon. Member suggests that the Audit 

/Office should be brought in . The Audit 
Office has been brought in. 

Mr. J A.COR : I am very pleased to hear 
that . . 

THE CO LONI.A L SECRET ARY : After 
weeks of enquiry and ca.refu l investigation 
by the Aurlitor himselt he has furnished 
me with his own report in his 
ow n handwriting stating that he 
conld tracR nothing. The investigation 
iB still proceeding, bu t the Audit Office 
cannot trace one single irrngularity in 
connection with the pa.rticula1· case which 
was brought to Government's notice. 

Mr. LEE : May I bP permitted to me11 -
tion a particu lar case ·! 

THE CHAIRM AN : I wish the Colonial 
Secretary to proceed with his remarks. 

Tr !E COLONIAL SECRETARY : J 
stated at the Octobe1: session ,  certainly 
within t.he last three months, that the 
Director of Public Works was naturally 
anxious to get to the bottom of these 
reports and had decided to enquu:e himself 
into one of them . He granted thP hon. 
:Member fol' North-Western Difltrict (Mr. 
Jacob) an interview and asked him to 
furnish cer tain information. Not getting 
it after two or three weeks h<' wrote the 
hon. Membn-

Mr. JACOB : I wish to correct that 
statement .  

THE CH AIRMAN : Will you please sit 
down. I have given those hon. Members 
011 this side of the table considerable lati
t-ude, and I must ask them to remain still 
while other Members are speaking. 

Mr. JACOB : l3nt l rose to a point of 
order! 

THE CHAIRMAN : J must ask you to 
sit down ! 

Mr. JACOB : On a point of order, Your 
Excellency ? All righ t, I will sit. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : This 
is a sample of the assistance which the 
hon. Member is prepared to give to the 
Director of Public Works. This is a letter 

I have recei ved a copy of a letter sen t to you 
lry the Colonial Secretary :ind I am anxious to 
lrnow whether JOn h ave been :ible to secnr,� the 
information conrerning t-he antbenticit,y of the 
letter 11'h i(' h yon reeeived from Hopetowu 
villnge, 

L may say that in  the meant ime I have ha,l 
further enquiries institnted and h :we a l so mn,de 
a pcrRonal v is it. to For!; Weil iugtou to make 
enq  niries on my own hehalf, but  so far I h:ive 
not been able to confirrn any of the al legations 
iu  t he  letter amt I am therefore 11,nxions t- hat 
the person who wrote you shonlrl. gi,· e me 
furl her evi,lence to work on. 

I may add that ar rangen,eats have been mfLde 
for the Paymast, er to let this road gang know 
what time he will reach Fort We11ington E D  

that the length of  time they have to w ait ou 
h i nr \viii i u  fotnre be reduced to a minimum . 

I expect you are busy but I should be glatl i f  
yon wi l l  te lephone and let me  hare auy furt,hrr 
information ! lrn.t yon nau . 

The hon .  Member replied on tbP 4th 
Dec-ember, as follows :-

Referring to your let ter of yesterday 's elate 
j ust  to hand, no uscinl pu rpose will be serverl 
by my gi ving yon fnrtber information on the 
J l op�town letter of 25 th Anitust, 19-H .  1 �m 
�at. isfi ell from en(1niries tb:it .[ have ma,l e that 
the msjm ity of tbe irreguluities compl ained of  
are substan tially correc r .  

U yon w i l l  pe·, -mit me I may state th at  the 
matter was uot  properly h :indled from t!1e 
bei!innin(!. 

You b ai· e sereral other mat, l erR to look into 
th at wi l l  not, iuvoll' e  any member of the publ ic 
s.gaiust his wish .  I tlrnre fore arl vise that you 
look into the East Ban k and· t he East Coast 
irregulari ties to satisfy yourself tlrn,t t- bey are 
also su bstantially correct- ,  

I think �-nother mat ter will be placed before 
yon wor1. In regard to this J would lik e  to he l p  
you to  look in to it rare ful ly .  

The hon. Member for Essequebo River 
(Mr. Lee) made this statement : " Certain 
officers are enriching themselves at the 
e.xpens<1 of the G overnment. " I think 
probably it is one of the statements to 
which the hon. Member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar) has taken exception. Now 
I wish to take exception to it. I should 
like proof of it, and I hope that when cer 
tain enquiries which are now being insti
tuted are completed and it is found that 
there is no truth in the statement the 

parties concerned who have made those _ 
charges will not squeal when a lihcl action 
is brought against them . 

Mr. LEE : I will not squeal. T wish tn 
say that. I la.y the charg<? now. 

THE· CH AIRMAN : Are you raising a 
point of order ? What is the point of 
order ? 

� - ---- -1
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Mr. LEE: The Colonial Secretary can
not in thi$ Council say that a libel action 
may be brought against a Member when 
the Council is sitting. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I sav 
that a libel action may be brough1; against 
the persons who make those charges if 
they cannot prove them. There is another 
side to it. Government officers cannot be 
called thieves day after day ; they must 
be allowed to defend themselves. If the cap 
fits it is not my fault. Persons who bring 
charges which cannot lJe proved must not 
squeal if libel proceedings are brought 
against them. 

Mr. LEE : May I reply and inform 
Government of t.lw ch:uges ? 

THE CHAIRMAN : Do you wish to say 
something at once or t.o have some other 
opportunity ? 

MR. LEE : I know of a particular case 
in which Government funds were used by 
a certain officer. I do not like to bring it 
up in public. I can let Yonr Excellency 
lrn.ve it privately. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: You can bring it {;o 
mP. Certainly :r. will look into i.t. 

MR. LEE: I have the charges and they 
oan be proved. 

THE ATTORNEY-·GENERAL: The 
hon. Member for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) 
has generated considerable heat over eleven 
barrels of cement. He said he reported the 
facts to Government and at a later date he 
went to the Police Department where he 
was told that the file was endorsed "Dn
partmental action." 

MR. LEE : I did not say that J reported 
it to Government. 

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL : I beg 
the hon. Member's pardon. Anyhow, it 
was reported to Government and aA a 
result he went to the Police Department 
and was told that the file was endorsed 
·• Departmental action." Steps were taken
immediately both by the Department and
the Police, and shortly aJterwards by the
Law Officers. Every available piece of
documentary evidence was secured. Every
person named in the report was interviewed
and statements taken in the usual way
ancl signed. All this, of course, vrns the
hasis for possible criminal action to he
taken later. As a 1·esult of the most ex
haustive enqnil'ies, I sent the papers back
twice for small details to be cleared up.

Those enquiries lasted a considerable time. 
I have the statements now in my cham
bers, and having received those I was 
bounci. to advise Government that criminal 
action was quite out of the question. 
There was not the slightest chance of even 
the defence being called upon, and I there, 
fore advised, as I was bound to do, that 
no criminal action should be instituted; but 
J pointed out that there were two depart
mental irregularities disclosed on the 
evidence. I forwarded the evidence to the 
Colonial Secretary and I have reason to 
suppose that proper action was taken, 
although I have no knowledge what it 
was. In so far as the hon. Member 
suggests that that particular case of eleven 
barrels of cement provided ground for 
criminal prosecution, I sa,y that is entirely 
unjustified. There is not sufficient 
evidence of any sort to consider institutin� 
proceedings, and no proceedings will be 
instituted, though I have reasons to believe 
that departmenittl proceedings were takfm. 

Mr. LEE : T accept th f1 explanation of 
the Attorney-General. 

Item 1 (38)-Drainage and Irrigation
Administration Expenses-$1,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ask 
leave to move an increase of this amount 
by $2,160 to $:\660. This increase ie: 
required to cover the salaries of three 
assistant. drainage ove:seers which were 
previously paid from the vote for recon
ditioning drainage under Head XL VI. 

Mr. ,JACOB: I would like to have one 
point made clear. In reply to the debate 
the Colonial Secretary said that the Audit 
Department was asked to go into the 
several payments and had reporterl that 
there was no irregularity. If I am correct l 
should like to have that statement recorded 
quite clearly. The hon. Member for Esse
quebo River (Mr. Lee) and I advised Govern
ment that certain payments should not be 
made. Steps were taken to see that the 
payments were not made on a certain day, 
but the following week or a fortnight after 
the payments were made. We suggested 
in the interim that the pPrsons receiving 
the money should sign the pay-sheet or 
some authorization so that those authori
zations or reC'cipts could be verified later 
on. Vile did everything possible to get 
verification of the signatures, etc. W f' 

went to the Director's office where we 
met the Deputy Director, and up to to-day 
l am definitely satisfied that certain of
those signatures on those pay-sheets were
not those of the persons who received the
money. In fact, the persons who receivecl
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the money did not sign those pay-sheets. We ·were blocked in that way and I would say that the person who made up the paysheets should be asked · to accompany . the Audit!or. When the Colonial Secretary says that the Auditors were satisfied merely by looking at the document, I do not know what to think of a Government Department which maintains that vie\v, and maintams that it is correc't. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon. :Member is talking about a totally different case. I said that enquiries are being made now in a different way; and, on instructions, the Audit Office is investigating a particular case. There are so many cases. It has nothing to do with the case referred to by the hon. Member, but to something which occurred when I was not here. I do not wish it to go on record that I said that the Audit Office has made enquiries about the case the hon. Member is referring to. Item as amended put, and agreed to. Item 9-Travelling Expenses-(a) Travelling Allowances, $2,100; (b) Subsistence, Allowances, $400.-$2,500. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move that sub-item (a) Travelling allowances, be increased to $2,520; and (b) Subsistence allowances, be increased to $480, and that the total provision be carried out at $3,000. The increase is necessary because quite recently the Engineering Draughtsman has been required to do a con.siderable amount of travelling in connection with his work, and this is to enable him to be paid the usual travelling and subsistence allowances. Item as amended put, and agreed to. Item ll-Engineering Surveys, $17,000. Mr. PEER BACCHUS : Some time ago we had not sufficient reliable data. 
Now we have sufficient data in respect of certain areas and I am asking that Government give serious consideration to those areas in which surveys have been completed and plans and specifications submitted to Government. I am referring particularly to the area between Mahaicony and Abary, and I am asking that those plans and spec.fications be submitted to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies with a request for some assistance for that scheme. Mr. JACOB: I would like to support the' hon, Member's sugge1otion. I believe 

that something is beiI)g done. A pronouncement from Your' Excellency woril� give us some idea as' to when this work 
will be done. If Your Excellency tells us that it will be done very shortly we will feel very pleased. There is a great deal of anxiety, particularly in certain districts, in regard to planting on properly drained and irrigated lands, and for years these surveys have been going on, but except to a small extent in Essequebo, I have not seen anything practical done throughout the Colony. I would like to be advised when something will be done. THE CHAIRMAN: I think the Consulting Engineer can tell us in a few words what the action now proceeding actually i11. Mr. CASE (Consulting Engineer): The report referred to by the hon. Member for Western Berbice (Mr.Peer Bacchus) has been sent to the Comptroller and it has come back from him with a request for certain information which is now being prepared. As regards the other schemes, specifications are now being printed for the drainage of the Crabwood creek area and the irrigation of the East Coast. THE CHAIRMAN: The position as I know it is that one scheme has gone forward and we are expecting to get the money. The second is a much larger one. I have seen several despatches. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: One deals with the Crabwood creek area and the other with an additional water supply on the EaRt Coast and in Georgetown. THE CHAIRMAN : I approved of two despatches this morning. What was the other one? Mr. CASE: The survey of the rivers in the North-West District. THE CHAIRMAN : That has also gone forward to the Comptroller and the Secretary of State. Mr. CASE: As regards the Corentyne Coast all the surveys have been mad�, and it is expected in seven or eight months' time to complete the area. For the information of the hon. Member for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) I may say that it includes the Mara area. THE CHAIRMAN : There are about 10 or 12 schemes which are certainly con-sidered uneconomic and they are being held up, but .. ! think matters are going forward with respect to :five other schemes. 

.::::::�
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Mr. JACOB: Is there no definite date 
when any of the schemes will be under
taken? 

THE CHAIRMAN : The most forward 
one is the one which will cost $460,000, and 
we may get the money at any moment. If 
we get it, the work will start immediately. 

Mr. LEE: May I ask which are the 
rivers to be surveyed ? 

THE CHAIRMAN : 'l he details are 
shown in the notes. 

Mr. CASE: It is proposed that a small 
Committee should be appointed consisting 
of the Conservator of Forests, the Director 
of Geological Surveys, the Director of 
Agriculture and myself, which would con
sider which of the schemes should be done 
first. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I do not think we can 
begin any large schemes until we know 
that WP. are likely to get machinery to 
carry them out. I doubt very much 
whether we are likely to get machinery 
at the present time. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Does that $460,000 
scheme require machinery ? 

Mr. CASE: We could use part of the 
machinery at the Canals Polder. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Will you be able to 
get machinery ? 

Mr. CASE: I did make enquiry in 
Canada. The work can be started with 
the existing machinery and be of consider
able benefit, because we can dig the canal 
in the existing conservancy and build 
sluices which would be of considerable 
benefit. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I was referring to the 
other schemes. The scheme in regard to 
the West Ooast, Berbice, which has been 
put forward only includes ·the main irriga
tion. It does not include the subsidiary 
canals and sluices that will be required, the 
cost of which will have to be borne by 
the proprietors themselves. That again 
will cost a very large sum of money, and I 
guess that the total cost will be nearer 
$3,000,000. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I do not know 
if we are discussing the details. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I have no desire to 
discuss the details, and I am afraid if I did 
very few hon. Members would understand 
them. I do not know if the hon. Member 
wishes to hide the facts. The reason why 
the scheme was sent back was to find oilt 
wh0thor th@ own0re of th@ properti0s in 

front were willing to put up the money 
for the rest of the scheme. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Is it right to say 
that if the Imperial Government provides 
that big capital cost the persons who are 
going to benefit will do their part ? 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I think the 
most important information required by 
the Comptroller· is whether, after that 
scheme is completed, the people in that 
area will be in a position to maintain 
the scheme. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Yes, that is the 
point. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I think that 
information can be easily furnished. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That is a point we 
have to be satisfied about before we ask 
for the money. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 15-Miscellaneous, $240. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to ask when 
did the'officer from the Audit Office visit 
the Potaro district ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The question is 
answerable but we must have notice of it. 
PUBLIO WORKS-ANNUALLY RECURRENT. 

Item 1-Maintenance and Reconditioning 
of Public Buildings, $108,925. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased by 
$58,145 and carried out at $167,070. Of this 
increase $56,000 is being transferred from 
Public Works-Extraordinary-for new 
buildings and erections. The difference of 
$2,145 is a small sum with which to do 
certain works in the Rupununi district. 
The items which will be taken out of the 
Public Works - Extraordinary estimate 
will be referred to by me when we come to 
that head. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is considered that 
we will not be able to keep to the proposed 
programme of extraordinary works, but a 
much better programme of maintenance 
and re-conditioning. There is e x  t r  a 
expenditure om. slight alteration in the 
classification of the estimates which brings 
up our total recurrent expenditure and 
reduces our extraordinary expenditure, but 
our recurrent expenditure will still stand 
subst3:ntially below the current level. 

Hem as Pim<md0d put, e,nd llifl'ilsd to, 
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Item 15-Roads, Rivers, Creeks and 
Portages, $265,550. 

Mr. LEE: Provision was made for the 
maintenance of the road between Provi
dence and Craig. I would like to know 
what amount was voted for making up 
that road. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: We 
shall come to that item when we reach 
Public Works-Extraordinary. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 20 - Temporary War Bonus, 
$32,281. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY: I moVP, 
that this item be increased by $3,000. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

PUBLIC WORKS-EXTRA.ORDINARY. 

Item 2 (bl-Teachers' Training Centre 
Hostel-extension to building and major 
repairs, $16,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
the deletion of this item. The money will 
be granted under the Dnelopment and 
Welfare Act. 

Item deleted. 

Item 3 (b)-Industrial School, Onder
neeming - general reconditioning and 
improvements to buildings, $6,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
the deletion of this item. This amount has 
been transferred as part of the increase 
which we have just approved under Public 
Works-Annually Recurrent-and alto
gether under that head there will be $11,000 
for expenditure next year on the recondi
tioning of the Industrial School. 

Item deleted. 

Item 4 (d)-Government Station, Cover
den-boathands' quarters, office and store� 
room, $2,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY: I also 
move the deletion of this item. Further on 
hon. Members will see an item for tha 
erection of a police station at Soesdyke. One 
compound will be put up in that district and

it is unnecessary to vote this special amount 
for boathands' quarters. 

Item deleted. 

Item 7 (a)-Mental Hospital, Serbice
Chapel and Mortuary, $L,') l I. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
the deletion of this item. We can do without 
it for another year. 

Item deleted. 

Item 9 (c)-Medical Department, Public 
Hospital, Georgetown,-construction of 
clothes-room for female patients, $1,200. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
the deletion of this item. It is very 
desirable to have this clothes-room, but the 
Director of Medical Services was asked at 
the meeting we had on Saturday, when 
one or two Members attended, to cut out 
one of the items, and he thought this one 
should come out for 1942. 

Item deleted. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: With regard to 
item (b)-Nursing Sisters' quarters-exten
sion of quarters to provide additional 
accommodation, $1,200-when did the 
necessity for extension become apparent? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Since 
it was agreed to appoint a Sister-Tutor, 
this will enable her to be accommodated. 

THE CHAIRMAN : With regard to these 
extraordinary items I may say that I will 

, not include them in special warrants. 
They will have to come to me for specific 
approval of the expenditure. I will go 
into that matter with the Treasurer in the 
next few days. 

Iteni 13-Dispensary, Christianburg, 
Demerara River-construction of Dispen
sary, Health Centre, $3,200. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the deletion of this item, 

Item deleted. 

Item 12-Public Hospital, Mabaruma
replacement of 2 vats (5,000 gals. each) 
attached to hospital building, $700. 

Mr. JACOB: What is the precise im• 
portance of this? I believe that the two 
vats were sold-actually given away. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY: The 
vats could not bold water and the wood, 
or what was left of it, was sold. 

Mr. JACOB: Are you putting up wooden 
or concrete vats ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Public Works Department hopes to be 
able to replace them with concrete vats. 

__ I 
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THE CHAIRMAN : There is a gradual 
process going on of replacing wooden vats

which have gone to pieces with concrete 
ones. There are two vats down at 
Mabaruma and the Director of Public 
Works hopes to be able to replace them 
with concrete ones. He may be an 
optimist. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: On the one hand 
we are told by the Controller of Supplies 
that we cannot get cement, and on the 
other hand Government is using cement 
when it can use wallaba. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is exactly 
what I am asking. 

Mr. SEAFORD : 'l'here is a large supply 
of cement. We can get all the cement we 
want if we are prepared to pay for it. 
There are fairly large stocks in the Colony 
now. Cement is being used as ballast. 

Mr. WIGHT: Only yesterday after• 
noon when the Council adjourned I was 
discussing the matter with the Conservator 
of Forests. I told him that I understood 
that we could get all the cement we wanted 
and he informed me t\lat that was not SQ. 

Mr. WOOD: (Conservator of Forests): 
No, sir, I did not say that cement was not 
obtainable. I think our discussion hinged 
on what a sea captain had told me and 
what the Secretary of State had told me in 
regard to the position. The captain was 
perfectly correct up to a certain point. The 
position in regard to cement, salt and one 
or two other heavy commodities of that 
nature is this : What is done in the United 
Kingdom at present, or was being done 
somewhile ago, was that it was regarded 
of vital importance not to rie.k damage to 
ships ; that if a ship was unloaded at a 
British port and was waiting to be loaded 
they would, rather than delay the loading 
and risk having the ship "blitzed " in port, 
put enough of some heavy substance in 
her to make ballast and get her out again 
quickly before the "blitz" came on, 

Mr. WIGHT: I do not think the Con
servator is aware of the statement by the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North (Mr, 
Seaford) that we can get all the cement we

require. 

Mr. WOOD: What I was saying wa11 
that they are ready, willing and anxious 
to send cement as ballast in ships, but the 
position we are in is this! that if a ship ie 
in dock and is coming here, and if th!:!re ie 
cement on the dock (and they keep cement 
on the docks for that purpose) and they 

.. 

are expecting a ·• blitz " and want to get 
the ship out they load the cement. In 
that way we may suddenly get quite a

large shipment of cement, but if those con
ditions do not repeat themselves for a very 
long time we may not get any more cement. 
That is the position as it has been ex
plained to me. 

Mr. WIG HT : I am worried from another 
angle. The hon. Member for Georgetown 
North said we can get cement. If we can get 
it then the Public Works Department can 
go ahead, but the Coniroller says we must 
not spend too much; the Order-in-Council 
is against it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The Order-in-Council 
is subject to permission being given. 

Mr. WOOD : 'Ihe Order !!aye that no 
new building operations may be under
taken or repairs or improvements to build
ings involving the use of more than $120 
worth of new imported materials without 
permission being obtained to do so. The 
policy in regard to the issue of permits ie 
being adhered to quite strictly. There has 
been a great deal of controv.ersy between 
the cement manufacturers and the Home 
Government. 'l'he control of buildings in 
England involves cement and every kind 
of material, and involves labour costs as 
well, ani it has recently been decreed that 
no building operation may be undertaken 
in the United Kingdom involving a total 
cost, material, labour and everything, of 
more than £.40 without a permit, and that 
permit will only be granted if the building 
is directly necessary for the war, and if it 
has been found impossible to obtain any 
suitable building. In other words, for a 
building which is going to cost more than 
£40 it has to be shown that it is to be 
a munitions factory or something of that 
nature before a permit is granted at all. 

THE CHAIRMAN: But if the hon. 
Member wants a permit for cement we 
shall probably give him. 

MR. WOOD : The hon. Member is not 
too badly off. I do not know if the hon. 
Member for Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. 
Wight) is doing this or the live Mayor of 
Georgetown. (laughter). 

Mr. Wight: Last week I ga\te instruc•

tions to the City Engineer to put in all 
the cement he could and it is there. We 
took the precaution. 

MR. JACOB! I do not think I have 
got an answer to Illy question about the 
two vats . 

Item put, and agreed to. 
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Item 14-Dispensary. Ida Sabina, 
Berbice river-addition of gallery, etc., 
$700. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
that this item be deleted. 

Item deleted. 

Item 15 remember 13 (b)-Construction 
�f. Mortuary, Fort Wellington, West Coast, 
Berbice, $1,200. 

THE COLONfAL SECRET ARY : I 
move that the word " W eldaad " be sub
stituted for the words" Fort Wellington." 
The matter was raised by the hon. 
Member for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer 
Bacchus) and after consideration the 
Director of Medical Services has decided 
that W eldaad would be a better place. 

Item as amended put, and agree,d to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion under "Militia" of a new 
sub-head 14 (a) -Extensions and improve
ments to the Artillery Sports Club, Eve 
Leary, $2,000. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 19 renumbered 18 (b)-Police 
Stations, Georgetown and East Bank re
surfacing compound, $2,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : I 
move that this item be deleted. tt will 
have to stand over for another year. 

Item deleted. 

Item 18 (c)-Police Station, Ruimveldt
rebuilding of station on same site and 
providing quarters for N.C.O. in charge, 
$25,000. 

MR. LEE: I suggest that the present 
building be sold. 

MR. PEER BACCHUS : I suggeet that 
the Public Works Department should 
utilize all the material that can be used. 

'IHE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is 
quite likely that the building will be put 
up for sale, hut no decision has been taken 
yet. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 20 renumbeted 19-Eve Leary 
compou.od, Georgetown-(a)-provision of 
quarters for married Police Officers and 2 
married Warrant Officers, $20,000. 

THE COLO}tIAL SECRETARY! I 
move that this item be amended to read 

" Provision of quarters for 2 married Police 
Officers, $12,000." 

Mr. PERCY 0. WIGHT: What I can
not appreciate is that Government is 
allowed to spend all this money on new 
buildings and repairs while the public is 
restricted to a paltry expenditure of $120. 
I am the last person to disagree with 
Government on the expenditure of money; 
which finds its way into the pockets of 
labouring people, but these new con
structions involve the purchase of a 
tremendous amount of material. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We have cut the 
vote down to $50,000, so that quite a 
substantial amount will be spent on main
tenance. 

Mr. 1NIGHT: Ha v e  you satisfied 
yourself that we have got the materials 
for all this work? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I cannot say I am. 
I can only take the estimates as put before 
me and listen to explanations. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Director of Public Works is rather worried 
as to whether he will be able to carry out 
the programme, but he hopes to be able to 
do so. Warrant Officers are coming out 
and they are entitled to quarters. If we 
cannot get the material the money will 
not be spent. 

THE CHAIRMAN : A further safe
guard is that none of this expenditure will 
be allowed unless each individual item is 
brought up to me to be authorized on 
special warrant. I have to be satisfied 
that the Department can get the material. 

Mr. WIG HT: That is quite satisfactory 
to me. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 21 (b) renumbered 20 (b)-Police 
station, Soesdyke, Demerara river, $4,000. 

THE COLON!AL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased to 56,200. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 20 (c)-Police station, Wismar
Quartere for 4 married policemen, $12,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be reduced to $8,000, 
It is intended to put up a emaller type of 
building, 

Item as amended put and agreed to. 

Item 23-Post and Telegraph Depart
ments.-Post Office, Plaisance, East Coast,

I 
,,..J 
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Demerara.-extension to building and 
sanitary improvements, $1,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be deleted. 

Item deleted. 

Item 27-Prison-Forest Station, Maza
runi-reconditiohing buildings and alter
ations necessary for partial re-establish
ment as convict prison, $12,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be deleted. The 
amount has been transferred to the head 
Public Works-Annually Recurrent. 

I tern deleted. 

Item 30-General-Car shelters, Public 
Buildings and Victoria Law Courts, $2,500. 

�

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Is this absolutely 
necessary? 

Mr. LEE : I move the deletion of the 
item. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Member raised the question at the 
Committee meeting on Saturday and asked 
the Committee to consider the deletion of 
the item. I would ask hon. Members if 
p0ssible to grant this item. It is rather 
hard on public officers and Members of the 
Council who come to the Public Buildings 
and who drive their own cars which have 
to be left out in the rain. Cars are very 
expensive now and are not luxuries for 
officers who do not get a travelling allow
ance and do not keep a chauffeur. 

THE CHAIRMAN : They can use 
bicycles. 

Mr. LEE: If I considered this necess
ary for Government officers I would vote 
for it, but I do not think it is necessary. 
Georgetown is within a limit of two miles 
and I feel sure that it would do Govern
ment officers a lot of good to walk to their 
offices. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : The 
question of waste of time must be con
sidered. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I will support 
the deletion of the item. We have deleted 
more important items than this. 

Mr. JACOB: While I had wished to 
delete sub-head 9 (c) - " Construction 
of Clothes' Room for female patients, 
Public Hospital, Georgetown, $1,200."-I 
am advocating the construction of these 

tri. 

shelters, though I think clothes are more 
essential than a motor car. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am 
glad the hon. Member has raised the point. 
I was discussing it with the Director of 
Public Works and it is proposed to take 
down one of the old buildings-tJ:i.e old X
ray building which is not now in use and 
which the Authorities wish to get rid of. 
I have asked the Director of Public Works

to consider the utilization of that wood in
making the shelter. Some of the old

material taken out may also be utilized. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am not saying it 
is not necessary, but not at this stage. I 
can take a walk with the hon. Colonial 
Secretary when he desires, and he will SP.e 
the pathway blocked by motor cars. The 
cars should be protected as much as 
possible,but I do not think that at this stage 
when we are trying to economise that it is 
necessary. While the item will be of 
convenience to Officials and one will not 
like to inconvenience them, yet I do not 
think the item is imperative. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : May I 
suggest that we delete the item and, if old 
wood is found available, the work may be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Only wood; not nails 
. too? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I find 
it very hard to resist the hon. Member. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: After the ex• 
planation given I do not see how hon. 
Members can get up and prevail against it. 
You have said definitely that you are 
going into the details and hon. Members 
should leave the ma.tter in your hands• 
Personally I think you are undertaking 
far too much . 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Member will have Officials continue 
to leave their cars in tho rain. 

THF CHAIRMAN : He does not mean 
that I 

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
am sorry the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Dias, is not here. I believe it originated 
with him. He is very much concerned 
over the number of cars using the area of 
the Victoria Law Courts and advised 
Government strongly to have a shelter 
constructed in the compound at the back 
of the Law Courts. At the same time 
this building is very badly in need of 
some shelter for cars. As the hon. 
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Colonial Secretary has said, we have a 
number of valuable cars which we cannot 
protect. While I would like to agree that 
it is a question of time, as long as we have 
cars we must protect them. I use my car 
on public business and do not charge for 
it, and I am entitled to protection for my 
car. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Some have shelters? 

Mr. McDA VID: There are two shelters 
but they are not assigned to any special 
officer. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Why not assign 
them and keep the others out? 

Mr. McDAVID: The accommodation 
there is only for about five cars and, I 
think, at least ten cars ought to be pro
tected. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The wl1ole lot 
of officers using cars do not need them 
for public business. 

Mr. McDA VID : That may be true, 
but at least 12 cars are not protected. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Why do not Public 
Officers subscribe and get one conveyance 
to bring them, or subscribe for one or two 
chauffeurs to bring them down? 

Mr. SEAFORD: They do not sit in their 
offices the whole time and only go back 
home in the afternoons. They have to 
leave on other business. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Suppose we cut it 
down to $1,000? I will go into it. 

Mr. LEE: It would be of interest to 
Government and to you sir, to know who 
are parking cars at the L�w Courts. I 
think this item should not be effected at n,11. 

THE CHAIRMAN : In any case I will 
look into it. Shall we cut it out altogether 
or leave something on the Estimates? 

Voices: Leave something ! 

THE CHAIRMAN : We will leave $1,000 
in, and I will look into the matter before 
it is expended. 

Mr. LEE : I do not agree with you. I 
desire its deletion in toto. 

Mr. C. 'V. WIGHT: I suggest that we 
leave it at $1,000, as I see Your Excellency 
has undertaken that you will not allow its 
expenditure after you have looked into the 
matter and seen that it is not absolutely 
s::11:11.mtill,l, 

Question put, and item carried out at 
$1,000. 

GENERAL. 
Item 31-New river koker at Hyde 

Park and Grove, East Bank, Demerara, 
$1,800. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the deletion of this sub-head, as the 
work has been carried out this year. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item deleted. 

Item 36-Provision of Pure Water 
Supply System, Wismar-Christianburg 
District, $18,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : I 
move the reduction of this sub-head by 
$4,000 and that it be carried out at $14,000. 
I have been informed that only a slallow 
well will be drilled there. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 37-Reconditioning of Government 
Estates, West Coast, Dem�rara, $16,640. 

Mr. LEE : May I under this sub-head 
ask Government if it has not considered 
the advisability of selling the lands out
right and giving the people title by trans
port in order to effect a peasant proprietor
ship? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not know what 
the position is myself. 

Mr. LEE : These are lands leased from 
the Colony, some for a long period of 99 
years, some for 25 years and 21 years and 
some for a shorter period. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did we not have 
this matter before us the other day ? I 
understand that as a matter of policy we 
are not selling. 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, I raised it a week 
or so ago. We did not know the difference 
between Colony Lands and Crown Lands 
and the matter was left at that. I bad 
raised the point in regard to some of the 
lands in this area that by the expenditure 
of $2,000 another 300 acres can be put 
under cultivation immediately, and I got 
the usual stereotyped reply " The matter 
is under consideration " by letter from 
Government. Where there are small plots 
of land not under cultivation but can be 
put under cultivation at a small cost, that 
is a matter for urgent attention, if it.is the 
intention of Governmont to L11cree.se the 

-i
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production of very many necessary things. 
Not until then will you be able to bring 
new blocks of land under cultivation. 
There are, however, large areas in certain 
districts that can be brought under culti
vation at a reasonable cost. I ask that the 
matter be gone into. 

Item 43-Unspecified works, $5,000. 

Mr. LEE : May I enquire-

THE CHAIRMAN : Would you like 
them specified? It is customary in Esti
mates of this kind to have a heading 
"Minor or Unspecified works" which 
cannot be specified at the beginning of the 
year. They all come to me on a requisi
tion for the particular work. 

Mr. LEE: That is what I would like to 
get, 

Item 43-Roads and Bridges Extra
ordinary, $124,350. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : That 
is the sub-head which the hon. Member for 
Essequibo River is making enquiry about. 
If you turn to page 42, Appendix F, item 
11-Repairing and reconditioning of road
between Providence and Craig, East Bank,
Demerara, $87,500-you will see the mar
ginal note states: " Existing burnt earth
roadway cannot carry present day traffic
and provision of asphalt macadam surface
is essential."

Mr. LEE: I practically travel over this road 
once every month. I am sure this amount 
is not required, as stated, for repairing and 
reconditioning. I do not know whether it 
is possible for this Government to su!!gest 
to the American Authorities, as they use 
the road, to take it over and maintain 
it. They have taken over the road from 
Craig right on and its condition is a 
marvel to those who reside there and those 
who travel over that road now. I knew 
that road when it was impossible to carry 
a car over it, but to-day you can drive a 
car over it comfortably at 50 miles an hour. 
If the Public Works Department would 
take that as an example and try to get the 
machinery they used and produce a road 
like that, it would be well, but I think the 
amount is too much for repairing and 
reconditioning. I do not know if there is 
any explanation to be given in respect of 
this huge expenditure. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Public Works Department will be very 
pleased to get that machinery; it coat!l 
t,ZOO a da.y to o�erate I 

·'·

THE CHAIRMAN : W h a t  do you 
suggest should be the amount? 

Mr. LEE: What I suggest is that there is 
more pressing need for the commencement 
of the erection of the new Queen's College 
and that $25,000 of this amount should be 
allocated for that purpose. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What does the 
Department think about cutting off $25,006? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 
am informed by the Head of the Depart
ment that he cannot make a proper job of 
it with less. Very heavy traffic passes 
over the road and he wants to make a 
good job of it. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : Don't yo u 
think it wise to re-allocate it in order to 
do the Kitty-Rosignol road as well? 

THE CHAIRMAN : We have to keen 
this road up decently. There is a lot of 
traffic on it and we cannot allow it to go to 
pieces. The question of whether we can 
get some of the cost met by the American 
Authorities is one which will take a long 
time to settle. The Department says it 
cannot do it with less than the amount 
stated. 

Mr. LEE : In respect of the traffic 
the Police Department has limited the 
number of o m  n 1 b u s e s  that should 
run over this road and, in point of fact 
which I doubt very much, there are pro
secutions for overloading to the extent of 
81 or 87 passengers. I am sure that buses 
carrying 26 passengers cannot be over
loaded to that extent. The general 
complaint is that there are not suffir.ient 
buses on this road to bring the workmen 
at the Air Base to Georgetown after they 
have received their pay at week-end. I 
say that the traffic is not as great as it is 
desired to make out to Government. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is not that argu
ment that we should put the road in 
condition so as to carry more buses? 

Mr. LEE: If the buses are allowed to 
run. 

THE CHAIRMAN : They will be. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not think an 
expenditure of $200 a day is beyond the 
ability of the Public Works Department. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not know, but the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North 
(Mr, Seaford) may be a.blo to toll ufi, l 
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understand that the methods adopted by 
the Americans in road-building are entirely 
different and more economical. I do not 
know, but they have been able to put this 
road in first class condition within a short 
time. Perhaps the Department will 
investigate and tell us whether our 
methods are more economical but not so 
quick. The question of roads in this 
Colony is a very sore one. Motorists find 
it extremely difficult, especialJy those who 
travel about the country, and I would like 
to see, if it can be done, a better method

employed in making up the roads in this 
Colony. 

Item 44-Houston and Craig, Eaet Bank 
Demerara River Defences, $30,000. 

.Mr. LEE: I must move the deletion of 
this item. Although a resolution was 
passed in this Council in respect of this 
matter, I feel that if careful enquiry is 
made Your Excellency would see that this 
expenditure or pa.rt of it is not necessary. 

MR. SEAFORD: Unless this expenditure 
is made, you will have to spend a 
very much larger sum to maintain the 
road later on. 

MR. CASE (Consulting Engineer): It is 
absolutely necessary. 

THE CHAIRMAN: My own colonial 
experience for the last 15 years is that the 
increase of motor traffic and the use of 
particular buses is playing havoc with the 
maintenance cost of the roads. In some 
Colonies it is a problem indeed. We must 
have good roads, and that meaFls money. 

Mr. LEE : When Your Fxcellency 
makes enquiry into this expenditure you 
will i:;ee that it is not absolutely necessary. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am satisfied Your 
Excellency will take an entirely opposite 
view to the hon. Member's. I am supported 
in that by the hon. Consulting Engineer. 

Mr. CASE: I am quite satisfied. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will see what I 
can do. 

1 tern 46 - Temporary War Bonus 
$29,492. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY: I move 
the reduction of this vote by 53,000. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

NEW QUEEN'S CoLLEGE, 
Mr, Lti:E: Mny I app11al to Your Ex� 

(!Ollsnav tor oomo provM011 to b6 m11,4@ 

'"' 

whereby the construction of the new 
Queen's College can be started ? There is 
such a pressing need for it. I know that 
the Old Boys' Association of which I am 
a member is very much concerned over 
the present building. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Can we not take 
that up under the Head " Queen's College?" 

Mr. LEE: Very well sir. 

NEW AMSTERDAM DRAINAGE SYSTEM. 
THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : I ask 

leave to move in two new items. The first 
is " 28-Improvements, Drainage System, 
New Amsterdam, Berbice, $1,750" I un
derstand that this small amount will com
plete the Drainage System in New 
Amsterdam. I think the hon. Member for 
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) has been wait
ing to vote for this item. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Very patiently indeed I 
It is now to be completed otherwise all 
that has been done will be practically of no 
use. Some farms that were taken in as a 
war measure have been flooded and the · 
ground provisions lost because the system 
was not completed. I was wishing that 
Government would not forget it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : You are voting 
this time? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Yes, sir. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

MILITIA. 
Item 14 (a)-Extensions and improve

ments to the Artillery Sports Club, Eve 
Leary -$2,000 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of the following new 
sub-head under Militia -"14 (a)-Exten
sions and improvements to the Artillery 
Sport� Club, Eve Leary-$2,000." As 
everybody is aware a large number of 
militiamen are now in barracks and it will 
be agreed that they should in some way 
receive encouragement to entertain them
selves and others and to have concerts and 
parties, as is done in other places, so as to 
maintain their morals and discipline. 
Government will be allowed the use of the 
present building by the Artillery Sports 
Club, but it means that $2,000 will have to 
be spent on it in making certain alterations 
and improvements. I hope hon. Members 
will see their way to support this item. 

QltG!itio.a put, ,md lijHGQ tsi1 

•
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QUEEN'S COLLEGE. 

Mr. C. V, Wight: May I ask if Gov
ernment bas had any report from Mr. 
Hammond on the general administration 
of Queen's College and if so, if it would be 
laid before Members? I would like to 
take this opportunity-

THE CH AIRMAN : I have the 
papers in front of me now. I am going to 
deal with that for action and recommen
dation. l am going to circulate it to 
Members in dne course. 

MR. C. V. WIGHT : I was going to 
take this opportunity of thanking you 
for the memorandum which you circulated 
on Education. I think it is a good eye
opener to Members when advocating 
certain necessary reforms. You have just 
left them with a wall which they must 
get over or deci1.le whether or not in the 
economic state of the Colony they are on 
the proper side in regard to recurrent 
expenditure which the Colony will have 
to face. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I 
propose to deal with that bit by bit. It 
was of interest to find in my papers an 
extract from that report by Mr. Hammond 
for the Leeward and Windward Islands 
which I had printed and circulated in those 
Colonies for general interest. I have one 
copy which I shall have circulated. 

Mr. LEE : In 1939 there was actually 
voted in this Council $3,000 for the pur
pose of preparing plans for the construction 
of a new Queen's College, and I am 
informed that those plans were actually 
received. I do not know whether that is 
so or not, but it shows that this Govern
ment has acceded to the cry for a new 
Queen's College. The Old Boys of Queen's 
College are concerned about it. They have 
visited the present one and found it not to 
their liking as a cultural school. As one 
of a Committee for the preparation of the 
petition to Government, I may state that 
we are concerned that Government should 
know of the necessity for a new Queen's 
College. As far as we understand, the 
members of the Board are also concerned 
and have recommended a new Queen's 
College. I do urge that consideration be 
given and, if it can be done during this 
session, that some vote be added under 
Extraordinary Expenditure in order to see 
whether it can be carried out, I leave the 
matter entirely in Your Excellency's 
hands. If we get an early pronouncement 
as to Government's policy we would be · 
relieved, 

THE OH AIRMAN: I think that the 
plum, fo1' the building and 1:1 11ca.le model o.ro 

avi::.ilable for anyone to see. Your petition 
was attached and sent forward to the 
Secretary of State for approval, but the 
actual estimates and cost of the new 
building have not been done. 

Mr. LEE: As far as I understand the 
estimated cost was mentioned by Sir 
Geoffry }l" orthcote. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I mean the actual 
scale of cost on the scale model. That is 
now being prepared. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would like to endorse 
what the hon. Member for Essequebo 
River (Mr. LEE) said. It is to my personal 
knowledge that the old building is in a 
deplorable condition. The matter was taken 
up by the Board of Governors with Gov
ernment and plans were prepared locally 
for a new building. Sir Geoffry Northcote, 
the then Governor, felt that such a building 
as that should be of a very much 
more permanent nature and should be a 
credit to the Colony, and he wanted it to 
be made not of wood and on a large scale. 
The suggestion was put forward that we 
should get an architect in the United King
dom, who is versed in such matters as 
school or college building, to prepare the 
plans and estimates. That was on the 
tapis for some time, but before we got very 
far ahead the matter was dropped. We 
had a new Governor and he took the 
matter up, and we started but did not get 
any farther. I was going to suggest that 
perhaps, as I believe there is a well known 
architect in the West indies-we did 
hear from the hon. Director of Medical 
Services that he may be coming here 
shortly in respect of the hospital-we may 
take advantage of his services while here 
and get some idea about it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think we will have 
to ask the Government of Trinidad to lend 
us him to do that when he is doing the 
medical building. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
wrote a letter and asked if the architect 
could be spared to advise Government in 
regard to the Queen's College building and 
the reply came back advising that the 
matter be taken up with Mr.Gray when he 
visits this Colony. 

Mr. LEE : Will it be at any cost to this 
Government ? If so, I would ask that we 
vote the amount. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Have we not got 
to arrange through the Government of 
Trinidad? 

THl!l OOLONI.A.ti SEORET.A.RY: Yes, 

ill. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: It will involve a 
small cost. 

Mr. LEE: Will it not be necessary 
then to vote the money now ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: There is no value 
in doing that. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to have the 
matter settled. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you like a 
token vote? 

Mr. LEE: Yes. 

Mr. SE.AFORD: I am satisfied that he 
is corning here and, if Government gives 
the undertaking that advantage will be 
taken of his time here, that is "'11 that is 
necessary now. I do not see the advantage 
of having a token vote. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I will note it on 
the paper that the matter has been brought 
up by you in the Legislative Council. 

Mr. LEE : Thank you. 

SEA DEFENCES. 
ITEM I-MAINTENANCE WORKS, $85,000. 

Mr. LEE : I am appealing to Your 
Excellency. It is in Government's files that 
a river dam constructed by Government 
aback of Leguan will open up some lands 
that can be put under cultivation with 
rice and economic provision and also made 
into pasture lands. If Your Excellency 
consult the papers you would see that 
Government would certainly be compen
sated at this time for the cost. I do ask 
that, if it is possible, this dam be erected. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : Where is this 
particular place ? 

Mr. LEE : From Success to Phoenix in 
the Island of Leguan. 

Mr. CASE (Consulting Engineer): A 
survey was made and an estimate sub
mitted to the Sea Defences Board, and I 
advised tho.t the work was uneconomical. 
The cost was not in due proportion to the 
value of the lands. 

Mr. LEE: I recommend that it will 
open up certain lands which will be of use 
to the people of that Island. With respect 
to the hon. Mr. Case's remark, I have been 
told that the sea wall at a certain part of 
Uitvlugt is likely to give way through 
erosion. I am not an expert and do not 
pretend to be one, but it has been brought 
to my knowledge that when the wall was 
originally constructed, it was not done in 
such a manner as to prevent this erosion. 
From what I see on the East Coast, 

Demerara, they are doing it in another 
manner. I do say that if it can be avoided 
and things can be done in time so as to 
save money, it would be useful expendi
ture. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I may say that as 
regards the first point raised, I quite admit 
that building a dam will be of advantage to 
the people of that Island, but it will be of 
greater advantage if you put a sea defence 
wall around the Island. The cost, however, 
will be as much as 1,0flO times what the 
Island is worth. As regards Uitvlugt, 
what I think the hon. Member is referring 
to is the Boerasirie. That is having the 
attention of the Sea Defences Board. The 
Consulting Engineer and an Executive 
Officer have been down there to see the 
works. Certain works are in progress. 
The last report of the hon. Mr. Case shows 
that is being watched by everyone on the 
spot. Government has been asked to 
agree to certain works which had been 
done there already so as to prevent any 
disaster. 

Mr. LEE: In reply to the hon. Member 
I may state that it is an earth dam that 
is desired to be built. If that is done, cer
tain lands would be thrown open for 
cultivation and the sugar estates would not 
get the labourers who now go to the sugar 
estates on the West Coast to get work. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I must protest against 
the insinuation by the hon. Member. He 
cannot get up here and make remarks 
which he has no justification for whatever. 
He is judging others by himself. The 
sooner be learns to -behave himself as an 
honourable Member the better it will he 
for all concerned. 

Mr. LEE : I am bringing CC'rtain facts 
to thti notice of Your Excellency and 
asking you to enquire into them. The hon. 
Member tries to speak sarcastically know
ing that labourers do go from Leguan to the 
West Coast Demerara to work on the 
sugar estates there. 

Item 2-Nevv consLruction and replace
ment works, $40,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
am afraid Government has to ask the 
Council to vote $75,000 in respect of two 
items. I move that sub-item (iv)
Building new earth dams, $6,000-be 
increased by $24,500 and carried out at 
$30,500. If the hon. Member for Essequebo 
River (Mr. Lee) votes in favour of this 
work, the work which he asked for would 
be done. 

Mr. LEm: l did not know that Govern
ment was making provision to do the 
work. 

l 
1 



d 

723 Estimate$, 194'!2, 
• • • , 1 r • 

• 

31 DEci;\MBER, 1941. -dommittee 724

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 5-Boulder type Wall at Le Res
souvenir-Success, E.C., Demerara, $93,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased by 
$50,500 and carried out at'$143,500, and the 
sub-head amended to read "Boulder type 
Wall at Le Ressouvenir Success, East 
Coast, Demerara, and second line sea 
defence between Ogle and Triumph." 
Acting on the advice of the Sea Defences 
authorities who consider that this work 
should be done immediately, Government 
asks the Council to vote the increase. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

SUPREME COUR'r. 
ITEM 1 (a)-CHIEF JUSTICE, $7,680. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: An 
increase in this item does not require the 
vote of this Council. You are only asked 
to amend the figure 7,680 to read 8640. 
'1'hat . is £1,800, the maximum salary 
provided uuder the Civil List Ordinance, 
Chapter ] 0, for the new Chief Justice. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

COUR'r OF CRIMINAL APPEAL. 

Mr. LEE: Under this item I would like 
to appeal to Government once again, now 
that Government, in its opinion and sound 
judgment, sees that we have among the 
practitioners certain members of the Bar 
who can act as Judges of this Colony, 
that considera.tion be given to the con-· 
stitution of a Court of Criminal Appeal. 
Perhaps, if Your Excellency look up the 
files you would see what has been done in 
respect of it. I feel sure that those 
members of the Bar can at any time serve 
on such a Court. The British Constitution 
rests on Justice, and I am proud of being 
a. British citizen, but at the same time I
cannot allow such a position to go on when
we can alter it.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to add 
one word. I would like to support the 
appeal made by the hon. Member who has 
just taken his seat. I think the hon. 
Colonial Secretary is perfectly aware of the 
need or necessity for such a Court, as 
there were certain matters which engaged 
his attention when acting as Officer 
Administering the Government. I do n ot 
think I need say anything more. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Member had raised the question when 
the Council w·as in session in October. I 
consulted the hon. Attorney-General after 

turning up the papers dating back to 1938, 
and the decision reached up to a quite 
recent date was that there was not 
sufficient work to necessitate the appoint
ment of an additional Judge. I think the 
hon. Attorney-General will bear me out 
that the statement is correct. Whether 
the facts are correct or not is a different 
matter. 

Mr. LEE : I am not asking for the 
appointment of an additional Judge. I am 
asking that the Ordinance be brought into 
being for the constitution of a Court of 
Criminal Appeal. When that is done, 
Y o u r Excellency can consider the 
constitution of the Court after. The 
only expenditure Government will have 
as a result will be for the services of 
shorthand writers at the trial, because I 
feel sure the members of the Bar will 
voluntary serve on such a Court. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I fully understand 
your representation. 

Item 15-Passages of Chief Justice and 
family to the Colony.-$1,000, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of the following new 
sub-head-" 15-Passages of Chief Justice 
and family to the Colony-$1,000." It is a 
token vote, as it is not known what the 
cost will be. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

TRANSPORT AND HARBOURS. 
ITEM 1-NET DEFICIENCY, $217,171. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that the amount be increased by 
$8,750 and the item carried out at $110,871. 
This amount was not foreseen. $8,000 is 
required for the purchase of a launch to 
replace the launch " Lady Thomson " 
which met with a regrettable accident not 
long ago, and $750 is required to strengthen 
the light structure at Best groyne. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: l see that under 
item 2 provision is made for a new !oco
moti ve. Are we likely to get that? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : It 
was in this year's Estimates but we failed 
to get it. It is a revote, and it is necessary 
to get it if we possibly can. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: We cannot take it 
out until we can get it. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If 
the money is not there we cannot try to 
get it. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer);, It 
is on order. 
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Mr. LEE : With respect to the Best 
groyne, one Department of Government 
has refused to allow the wall to continue 
right through on the ground that it will 
interfere with the land. It seems they 
have to spend extra money in the construc
tion of moulds for the casting of the 
cement. I am not an engineer, nor am I a 
mason nor a carpenter, but I feel that if 
that light can be elevated it will save the 
expense of the construction of moulds and 
the wall can be extended as it is going. 

Mr. CASE : The statement made by the 
hon. Member is entirely incorrect. 

Mr. LEE: I am glad to hear that. 

TREASURY.-INC0ME TAX OFFICE. 
)Ir.JACOB: Under this Head I would 

like to make one or two observations. I 
had asked in October certain questions 
about the collection of Income Tax, and I 
am sorry to say that up to now they 
hav;e not been answered. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They 
have lapsed! 

Mr. JACOB: When questions lapse, Mem
bers should be treated with courtesy by 
submitting the .answers in letter form. I 
do not think that they have lapsed, but it 
is the manner in which things are done 
here. The hon. Member for Essequebo 
River and myself raised the q\1estion since 
1939 by letters, by personal interviews and 
in question form recently. I do ask that 
the matter be gone into. I think if the 
matter is gone into properly Government 
would collect a decent sum of money. A 
Member speaking here on the 24th of this 
month started to give certain information 
as to how certain people evaded Income 
tax. I was hoping that hon. Member 
would have carried on further by stating 
how some other people with whom I am 
acquainted might have been· evading 
payment of Income tax. I know from my 
personal knowledge-I have not got the 
books as they a.re in the hands of Govern
ment-that a large sum of money was 
made on a certain transaction, and I have a 
strong suspicion that the Income tax was 
evaded in 1940 and again in 1941. I did 
not raise it in 1940 because it would have 
been covered up, and I allowed it to go on 
until the Income tax period closed in 1941 
when I raised it and put it in question 
form. I urge that that matter be gone 
into, Your Excellency, as I feel sure that 
Government can collect a decent sum of 
money. 

There is something more. I notice that 
the Income Tax Commissioners' Report is 
only signed by one Commissioner, and yet 

under this vote we are asked to pay two 
Commissioners £100 each. I wonder if a 
satisfactory explanation can be offered as 
to why both did· not sign the report ! I am 
very sorry tha.t I have not got the report 
with me. I think that the matter ought to 
be gone into, and I may say that I am not 
prepared to allow the matter to rest any 
longer. It has been in abeyance for nearly 
two years, and unless there is very good 
reason for not doing so, I feel sure that 
Your Excellency will go into this matter 
immediately. 

There is another matter. I fet>l that 
official secrets have been given out result
ing in the evasion of this tax. I cannot 
understaud myself why there should be so 
much secrecy about the Income tax. We 
know the salaries of all the Officials of 
GoYernment. They are printed for the 
information of the whole world. There 
may be special reasons for keeping the tax 
on certain individuals private, but I think 
there is far too much secrecy in regard to 
the Income tax. 

I was told on one occasion· that even 
the Governor of this Colony has no right 
to enquire. I know a Secretary of the 
Colonial Empire was indicted for giving 
official secrets and an enquiry was made 
and certain action taken. Here in this 
Colony almost everything is secret. It 
appears to me that hon. Members of this 
Council have very little privileges. I, as 
a Member of this Council, claim the pri
vileges of this Council. If those privileges 
are denied by certain Government Officials 
here, then the sooner they realize that can
not continue indefinitely the better. I have 
been denied many privileges of this Council. 
I can only object and protest. Of course 
certain people believe they can do what 
they please and as long as they please, but 
the time has come when it must stop. I 
ask Your Excellency to go into the question 
raised and that the questions asked be 
answered in letter form. 

Mr. JACKSON: Do I understand the 
hon. Member for North-Western Di!ltrict 
(Mr. Jacob) is pleading that he !should be 
given official secrets, that he should be 
given the privilege of knowing official 
secrets? 

J 
Mr. MACKEY: Some of us in this 

Council may recall that many years ago in 
the House of Commons Sir John Simon as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer definitely 
stated that he would not allow any in- J 
formation to be given whatever with regard 'II 
to the income of anyone in the United 
Kingdom. If that privilege is not afforded 
M,mbm of th, House of Commons. I :_j 
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no reason why it should be given to 
Members of this Council. 

Mr. JACOB: I have not asked for the 
privilege of seeing any papers, but I think 
whendefinite charges are made they should 
be answered. I have just found the Report 
of the Income Tax Commissioners for 
1940, which is signed by one Commissioner 
only. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not know 
whether I will be allowed the indulgence 
to refer to a matter which appears in the 
Treasurer's Report a::J it ought to have 
been done under the previous Head. I 
would ask your Excellency personally to 
investigate this matter, which I have 
previously raised on one or two occasions. 
I have raised it not because I represent a 
particular district or otherwise but, as I 
have suggested, as a matter of general 
policy which is really of some considerable 
import. I do not think I need be specific 
in my remarks. I will just refer to page 
39 ot the CJolonial Treasure-r's Report for 
the year 1940, "Recoverable Unemploy
ment Relief Grants and Loans," as a 
policy, I consider, following the prin
ciples not only of logic but of equity. 
I see certain sums mentioned there which 
are really small, amounting to $3,189.68 
and including the Pomeroon Relief Loans 
to which reference was made by me 
previously. If Your Excellency read the 
Report of the Colonial Auditor for 1939 
(Legislative Council Paper No. 5 of 1941) 
at page 14, Your Excellency would see 
that there was a sum of $191,438.07 under 
the very Head," Recoverable Unemploy
ment Relief Grants and Loans," which had 
been entirely wiped out by the Colonial 
Welfare Act. That amount was due by 
an industry from whom it could have been 
recovered. It was practically the same 
relief as that given the small individuals, 
but it was not thought fit to relieve those 
individuals of repayment. I refer to that 
again as a matter of general policy, and I 
am going to state without hesitation that 
it is not because I represent the Pomeroon 
that I am asking for relief for the Pomeroon 
farmers. I am referring to it as the 
principle seems not to be consistent with 
either logic or equity. The note reads : 

,, Recove,y if effected will be by means of a 
special ra.x on the in_dns�ry wh�n r:o•!�itious 
improve suffic1eu1ly to Jll,rtfy the 1mpos1tton of 
gocl t a tax, the yield from which is also to be 
nsed \n the tormatiou of a Reserve Fnod to 
provide sit0ilar assis,ance to the industry in 
periods of d�pressiou in I he future." 

I ask you to look at these two particu
lar documents and, I have no doubt, Your 
Excellency will formulate the policy 
ci.dvocated by me. I do ask, if that indus• 

try can be relieved, that the other people, 
to whom relief will be much greater 
although the sum is much smaller, should 
receive some consideration and similar 
treatment. I have endeavoured for nearly 
two years to find out whether the recom
mendation was made from this end for 
that relief at the other end, or it just came 
from the United Kingdom Colonial Office. 
Your Excellency may make enquiries as 
to whether any suggestions were put up 
by Government on this side for relief in 
the one instance and not the other. 

Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasurer): 
The hon. Member for Western Essequebo 
has been very earnest for a long time in 
advocating the claims of the Pomeroon 
farmers, and I sympathize with him. 
They were lent $4,000 from money 
which this Colony originally received 
as a grant from the Imperial Govern
ment and have been pressed from time 
to time for repayment. Now that the 
Imperial Government has been good 
enough to write off some very large loans 
owing by other people, the hon. Member's 
ad-vocacy is very strong. There is, however, 
a difficulty. Several of those farmers have 
already paid and others have refused to 
pay and are encouraging others not to pay. 

Mr. 0. V. WIGHT: To a point of infor
mation! One farmer who has been 
su.mmoned is now paying at the rate of 
$20 per month. He told me he had inter
fered with politics and that is the reason 
why he was being ma.de to pay. I do not 
make rash statements unless I have veri
fied them myself. My argument is, here 
is a big loan owed by people who can well 
afford to stand the burden of it and they 
are being relieved, while the small man i11 
being pressed for payment of his loan at a 
time when we are endeavouring to 
encourage the farmer to grow more food 
for our own self-sufficiency. We know 
what has happened to the loans made to 
the farmers. 

Mr. McDA VID : W c can ta.ke that point 
a little further. The town of New Amster
dam had a loan £3,000 and that was not of 
written off. I merely mention that to 
show that the writing off of loans made 
during that particular period is not general. 
I suggest that the hon. Member should 
try again and press his case and he might 
succeed. He has approached Government 
several times and the matter was very 
carefully considered. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The best method is 
to move a resolution in the Legislative 
Council for the amount to be met either 
out of revenue or written off. 
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Mr. McDA VID: I think that will be the 
best way, 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I speak subject to 
correction. I think it will be in order for 
ine as an ElPcted Member to move such a 
resolution. 

THE CHAIRMAN: With my permission, 
you can certainly do that, not in the mid
dle of thil',\ business but at the proper time. 

Mr. McDA VID: In reply to the hon. 
Member for North-Western District (M,. 
Jacob) tile only observation I would make 
is to the report and his question as to why 
the report was only signed by one Com
missioner. I should like to refer him to 
the Ordinance of 1931 which specifically 
empowers one Commissioner to act. As 
most people know there are two Com
missioners and the work is divided between 
them, but one Commissioner has complete 
power to make assessments and to carry 
on, not two. Two Commissioners only act 
where an objection has been raised and an 
appeal has to be heard. In so far as the 
report is concerned, I think this Council is 
well aware of the fact that the Adminis
tration of Income Tax is officed in the 
Treasury and the Colonial Treasurer 
himself is supervisor of the office and the 
administration. It is, 'therefore, only right 
and proper for the report to be signed by 
the Colonial Treasurer as Commissioner. 
There is no objection to two Commissioners 
signing. If that is the general feeling I 
would approach the second Commissioner 
and get him to sign, as he usually sees the 
report. 

I have the impression that the hon. 
Member is referring to some correspond
ence that he addressed to Government, 
and in that he has taken upon himself to 
make the charge that certain individuals, 
whom be has named, have not paid the 
correct amount of Income Tax and the 
Commissioners ought to investigate it 
further and, what is more, an outi,ide 
investigation ought to take place. If any 
Member of this Council thinks be bas the 
privilege and right to suggest to Govern
ment that a particular member of 
the public has not paid the tax and 
to call upon Government to make 11.n 
investigation into it. I think that would be 
an abuse of his privilege. They are merely 
vague insinuations which have been made, 
and it is indecent for anyone to attempt to 
use the Income Tax administration as a 
means of venting a private spleen on some 
individual with whom he is displeased. 
Income Tax is not to be used as a weapon 
of offence in that way, and certainly it is 
an abuse of privilege for a Member of tbis 
Oouncil to do thit, 

Mr. JACOB: 1 am asking that the 
questions I asked be answered. 

THE CHAIRMAN : W h a t are the 
questions? 

Mr. JACOB: Notice was given on the 
22nd October and the usual courtesy is 
paid Members when the (louncil is pro
rogued to give answers to questions in 
letter form, but that has not been done. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will enquire into 
it. 

With the consent of the Council several 
Heads were reverted to for the purpose of 
making minor amendments. 

MEDICAL. 
Item 15-Government Lands and Com

pounds, Sanitary Improvements, $2,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY: I 
move that this item be increased by $830 
and carried o� t at $2,830. This is to en
able certain sanitary improvements to be 
carried out in the neighbourhood of the 
Fort Wellington Police Compound so as to 
improve living conditions there. I think 
reference was made to this under some 
other Head and it was decided that it 
should he put under this Head. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

MEDICAL-HOSPITALS AND 
DISPENSARIES. 

Item 29-Renewal of bedsteads at Public 
Hospitals, $1,120. 

THE COLONIAL SECH.ETARY: I 
move that this item be increased by $720 
and carried out at $1,840. This is to cover 
the cost of replacing bedsteads ordered this 
year which have been lost by enemy 
action. 

Mr. JACOB: Were those goods insured? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am speaking sub
ject to correction. Government carries its 
own insurance in these matters. 

Question put, anrl agreed to. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Item 29 - For purchase of land at 

Mahaicony used as roadway between rail
way station and public road, $750. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move 
that the following new sub-head be 
inserted : "29-For purchase of land at 
Mahaicony used as roadway between rail
way station and public road,-$750." As 
far back a:, 1924 the Combined Court made 
provision for the expenditure of f760 to j 

730
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purcl1ase a parcel of land from Messrs. J. T. 
and A. F. Whitehead to enable a road to be 
made to connect the railway station at 
Mahaicony with the public road. The 
parties concerned at that time refused to 
accept payment of that sum, and from 
tim(:, to time since then Government has 
been approaching them and asking them,_to 
reconsider the offer which had been turned 
down. They have come back to Govern
ment this year and said they are prepared 
to accept the sum. Government is now 
asking this Council to vote it, so that pay
ment r'Day be made early in the new year. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

MISCELLANEOUS-(a) SUBVENTIONS, 
ETC., MUNICIPAL. 

MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL, 
NEW AMSTERDAM. 

Item 11-Loan to Councill for recon
struction of arterial roads-$17,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
moved the insertion of the following new 
sub-head-"11-Loan to C o u n c i l for 
reconstruction of arterial roads-$17,500." 
It is proposed that this loan be repayable 
in 15 annual instalments at 3 per cent. It 
is to assist the Municipality in the recon
struction of the main roads in New 
Amsterdam. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The Council resumed. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that the original motion : 

That Lhis Crnncil approves the estimates of 
expeo<litnre tu l.,e defrayed from revenue dur. 
ing the year ending 31st December, l!J42, which 
have ueen laid on Lhe table. 

be amended by the substitution of the 
words "as amended in Committee" for 
the words" which have been laid on the 
table." 

Mr. McDAVID seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion as amended carried. 

THIRD SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

move-
That thls Council approves the Third Sche

dule of Addition•l Provision for the period 1st 
July tu 3uth Septewber, l9U, required to meet 
Olllpeuditure in exc0a� of the provloion me.de in 
n.1t1 cmlilM��� far �l.t!j ;yur 1001 !).!.H\ 1111!! l1.1,

le::. ... _ 

eluded in the First or Second Schedule of Addi
tional Provi1ion for 1941, which was laid on 
the table. 

Hon. Members have copies of the 
Schedule. I will just refer to the largest 
of the items. On page 1, under Head VU
Customs--a vote of $55,000 is required to 
enable refunds to be made. It is not 
possible to control that vote. On page 2 
under Head XXVIL--Poor-the sum of 
$13,600 and some smaller sums are included 
making the amount $13,629. That is due 
to the increase in the number of paupers. 
On page 3 under head XXXVIII-Sea 
Defences-'· new construction and replace
ment works," a new type of sea wall is 
estimated to cost 523,000. Particulars of 
that sum are given in the Marginal 
Remarks: Under Head XL-Transport 
and Harbours-the sum of $21,000 is 
needed-$13,000 for the extension of the 
Fort groyne and $8,000 for the purchase of 
a new heavy duty launch for the Pilotage 
Service. Government was advised by 
the Consulting Engineer that the Fort 
groyne should be extended by 65 feet 
during 1941, but altogether it has to be 
extended by 7 40 feet over a period of 
years. Those are the largest items. I 
move that the Council go into Committee 
to consider the Schedule item by item. 

Mr. McDAVJD seconded. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I was going to 
second the motion for the purpose of 
enquiring whether this expenditure is not 
already made. If that is so, what else can 
we do but adopt it. Are we going to reoover 
the money back from those people to 
whom it has been paid? I have much 
pleasure in seconding the payment that 
has been already made. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In 
view of what has been said I will support 
the suggestion to have a Finance Com
mittee to consider these matters every 
year. We are rather in advance of our 
usual date in dealing with this Schedule. 

THE PRESIDENT: The proper pro
cedure is what I suggested at the opening 
of the Session. Have a Standing Finance 
Committee to which the Coloma! Secre
tary and myself will put these things as
they come along. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and proceeded to consider the 
Schedule. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Item 29-For purcha�e of land at 

Maha.icony used as roa.dway' between 
mihvay B�1�i2n and publ!g r@tlJd1 0769, 
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Thi3 
item has just been moved into the .Annual 
Estimates for next year as the money was 
not paid. I therefore move its deletion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item deleted. 

MISCELLANEOUS-{a) SUBVENTIONS, 
etc., MUNICIPAL, MAYOR AND TOWN COUN

CIL, .NEW AMSTERDa.M. 

Item 11-Loan to Council for reconstruc
tion of arterial roads, $17,500. 

Tm; COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be deleted for the 
same reason as in the case of the other 
item. 

�· 

Question put. and agreed to. 

Hem deleted. 

., 

Schedule as appended passed as amended. 

The Council resumed. 

Mr. JACOB: May I ask the total appro
priation? 

Mr. McDA VID: I cannot say definitely
what the amount is, but according to my 
figures it is $146,898, subject to correction. 
It will have to be verified. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that the original motion be amended 
by the deletion of the words" which has 
been laid on the table" and by the substi
tution· therefor of the words" as amended 
in Committee." 

Mr. McDA VID seconded. 

Motion as amended put, and carried. 

The Council adjourned until Friday, 2nci 
January, 1942, at 12 noon. 

q 




