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24.12.71 National Assembly 2.25 - 2.35 p.m. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTION 

APPROVAL OF ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 1972 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to consider the Estimates of 

Expenditure for the financial year 1972, totaling $197,846,560. 

Assembly in Committee of Supply 

The Chairman:When the Adjournment was taken lastevening, we were on Head 40, 

Ministry of Education, page 114, and the hon. Member Mr. Teekah was speaking on subhead 

13. 

Mr. Teekah: When the Adjourmnent was taken lastevening, I was about to ask the hon. 

Minister of Education if Govermnent had any programme for developing a nationalsystem of 

free secondary or post-primary education forall the pupils in the primary schools of Guyana.I 

was asking whether there was any timetable set by theGovernment towards this objective 

because at the presenttime, just ,mder 12 years, the Common Entrance Examination is a very 

high hurdle which kicks off a very large percentage of students at the end of the primary school 

period and prevents them from going on to free secondary education. 

As a matter of fact in the majority of cases, veryfew persons proceed from primary school 

into some other school be it secondary, teclmical, or otherwise. Atthis point, I wish to call 

upon the Govermnent andparticularly the Ministry of Education to see how bestthe C01m11on 

Entrance Examination could be abolished so that students would be able proceed freely from 

the primary department\ of primary schools to the post-primarydepartment right up to the 

G.C.E. level of secondary education or to any other point in any other stream of post-
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primary education.I think what should be envisaged is a system whereby the students proceed 

without any hurdles onward from the primary education level to those streams corresponding to 

their aptitudes 

I know for a fact that Government has plans to buildsix multi-lateral schools which would 

take care of what I am talking about but thismunber is only six and six schools cannot take care 

of the over 163,000 children in the primary schools at the moment.I know this is going to be a 

long process of development but I should like to make a proposal to the 

Govennnent.Ipropose to theGovermnent the setting up of a pilot scheme in three areas, at Black 

Bush Folder, at Matthews Ridge, and at SantaRosa. This is just a temporary measure but it is 

betterthan doing nothing at all. At Black Bush Folder there are three large primary schools. 

Rather than the child reaching 14 years and being forced to leave school, he should 

continue in the post primary department of these schools. 

The problem of accommodation would have to be facedbut I would suggest that the 

Ministry introduce the shift system whereby, say during the morning period, the first part of the 

day, children who are pursuing primary education could attend school, and during the afternoon 

period of the day those who attend post-primary departments of the primary schools would then 

attend school. The Government could beat the problem of overcrowding which would come up. 

This is a pilot project which I would propose to the Government. If the Government just 

on the development of the multi-lateral school system, this is going to be an extremely long 

time. It is costing so much money the Government cannot hope to have this done for just 

now.As a temporary measure I am suggesting this pilot project to see how successful it would 

be in tackling the problem of secondary or post primary education. 
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Another point on this subhead is that there aretwo schools, St. Ignatius Government 

Secondary School and North West Govenn11ent Secondary School, which are presently not 

having their full complement of students.As a matter of fact, at St. Ignatius, I think there are less 

thantwelve students at the present time although there are twoteachers there.At the North West 

Goverm11ent Secondary School, there are fifty to sixty pupils with eight teachers.Clearly, there 

is much room for children and Government ought to look at these schools with a view to giving 

them their full complement because there are several children who need secondary or post

primary education. 

Subhead 15, Evening Courses in Science and Other Subjects. This is a very good exercise 

but at the present time there are not as many evening classes in science subjects as could be 

obtained with the present number of well-equipped Goven1111ent secondary schools or 

Government- aided secondary schools and I would strongly suggest to the hon. Minister of 

Education that a11 evening class inscience subjects or other subjects, whatever this subhead 

means, should centre around every Govenm1ent secondary or Govermnent-aided secondary 

school in this country because the potential is there. 

2.35 p.m. 

There is a laboratory in each of these schools; the qualified teachers are tl1ere and tl1ere is 

nothing at all to prevent evening classes in these subjects being centred aro,md these schools. 

There is no logical explanation to be put forward why there could not be such classes in every 

area wherethese schools are. 

Mr. M .F. Singh: Subhead 2, Transport and Travelling.We note thatthe Revised 

Estimate for 1971 is $82,000 a11d tl1e Estimate for 1972 is $95,000, an increase of $13 

,000.Will the hon. Minister tell us what additional travelling it is envisaged will be done in 

1972, over and above that donein 1971 ?Is there some new project which will involve additional 

travelling to the tune of$13,000? What does this increase represent? 
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The Minister of Education (Miss Baird): The hon. Member, Mr. Vincent Teekah, 

suggested that the Ministry of Education owned no water transportand therefore the duties of 

Education Officers in the districts were curtailed. I want to inform the hon. Member that it is 

true that the Ministry of Education at the moment has no water transport for its officers, but the 

officers hire boats so that there is no question of neglect of duty in the areas concerned. 

The hon. Member suggested that the sum of $750 is provided for schoollibraries. I think 

he will be relieved to learn that provision for libraries in the schools is made tmder Head 42, 

subhead 3. The sum of $15,000 hasbeen allocated for school libraries.The smn of $750, under 

subhead 6,Library and Publications, is used for buying books and journals for offices. 

There was some reference made to discarded books and the suggestion was that Guyana's 

schools are using books discarded by other cotmtries.I am not in a position to say whether these 

books are discarded or not, butI think it was an tmfair comment to suggest that these children 

were exposedthe indiscriminately to reading material, regardless of its relevance to the 

localsituation.It is true that the schools receive gifts of books from which the teachers malce a 

selection. We avoid the use of those books that areculturally loaded and we restrict schools to 

the use of books that provide scientific content. 

With respect to Broadcast to Schools, I have to infonn the hon. Member, Mr. Teekah, 

that there is no decrease in the funds for our broadcast to school. Indeed, if broadcasts are used 

intelligently, we believe that they can be a powerful influence on the education of our children. 

If the hon. Member would look at subhead 17, he would see that the sum of $50 ,000 1s 

provided for the publication of materials, that is, those booklets which are distributed to 

teachers, time-tables, records of music and so on. 

The hon. Member seems to be unaware that high-powered radios are supplied to all 

schools witl1 the help of West Germany.One can reasonably expect, however, that new schools 
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will not have radios for a short while.Some schools, on the other hand, provide themselves with 

additional radios andthe Ministry of Education ensures that these sets, which are provided by 

self-help, are free from duty. 

There was a reference to the expenses for the National Council forEducation.I want to 

emphasize that education in Guymm is in a state of fennent a11d that several new developments 

are in progress at the smne time. 

Apart from those mentioned before in this House, namely, the establishment of a 

Curriculum Development Unit a11d the Test Construction Unit, theMinistry of' Education is 

currently giving active attention to the setting up of a National Cotmcil for Education.Ourlast 

meeting took place yesterday. 

Perhaps it would interest this House to learn that very soon after I assumed office in 

September, I exmnined the terms of reference of a proposed National Council for Education, as 

this was set out in 1963. I discovered that the role of the Council, as conceived at that time, is 

not compatible with the role it will be required to play in the present circum stances.It is with 

respect to the detennination of role a11d function of such a Council that the Ministry is presently 

concerned.As soon as thisis worked out, we will be in a position to name members of a National 

Councilfor Education. 

I should like to point out that the Guymm Scholarship Examination is a competitive 

examination a11d this year one scholarship was given to Agriculture. On the other hand, several 

conditional scholarships have been offered in agricultural science. Thirteen people are at present 

studying agricultural science at the U.W. I. alone. I should like to remind the hon. Member tlmt 

the Prime Minister has offered scholarships to students at Bartica to study at the Guyana School 

of Agriculture.Perhaps, in time,the University of Guyana could expa11d to provide agricultural 

education. 
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The Government was criticised for bringing Amerindian scholars to the city.I should 

remind the House that it was the P.P.P. Govermnent that decided to bring free place winners to 

Georgetown. The Ministry of Education recognises enviromnental differences, as the hon. 

Member Mr. Teekah pointed out, between the living conditions of Amerindians and that of 

children onthe coast lands. This is why the Goverm11ent takes the position thatAmerindian 

children with problems of adjustment to the particular patterns of the school organisation in the 

city are transferred if their problems are brought before the Ministry; to other schools where we 

think the social climate willenable them to adjust readily. 

To suggest that all Amerindian children cannot benefit from exposure in Georgetown --

Mr. Teekah: I did not say that. 

Miss Baird: The implication of your statement was that Amerindian children, perhaps, 

carrnot benefit from exposure in Georgetown.I would suggest that that is to ignore the factor of 

individual differences in the behaviour ofhlUnan beings because, at the moment, there are three 

children in the city schools who are in sixth form a11d they are competing for the Guyana 

Scholarship Exmnination. 

It was suggested that Government should, perhaps, set a deadline for theimplementation 

of total free secondary education.To say the least, I think this is lU1realistic. The hon. Member 

should appreciate that the provisionof free places will depend largely upon our economic 

strength and upon the influence this would have on the provision of school places and facilities, 

the quality of teacher education, a11d the number of teachers to be trained. 

I think the significant factor in the Ministry's efforts to providefree places is, of course, 

the evidence which indicates a progressive increase in the number of free places provided.In 

1965 there were 680 free places;in 1966, 863 free places; in 1967, 1,341; in 1968, 1,810; and in 

1969, 2,500.This gives an increase from 196S to 1969 of290 per cent. 
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I have to remind the hon. Member that the anxiety togive an impression that secondary 

education is being offeredto more children led the Govemmentof 1963 to offer a poor 

type ofpost-primary education after the age of, 12.This Government is now faced with an 

utterly confused situation ,while it tries to upgrade courses so as to enable the productsof 

2.45 p.m. 

that period to enter into the Govennnent Training College.I think I have said this before, 

thatthe Ministry of Education will not be railroaded into making any provisions for education 

that willnot bein keeping with what we think is good for the country. 

Mr. Chairman, the St. Ignatius School has a very small number on roll.On my recent 

visit to that District 1 learnt that the school deteriorated after the uprising at Rupununi. 

As a result of investigations with the people in the districts, visits to the primary school, 

looking at the boarding accommodation and the provisions for boarding and theprovisions 

for secondary education, the Ministry of Education is, at the moment,revising the 

approach to education in that district. Perhaps some time next year we will be able to 

provide primary/secondary education and professional education to a level so that we will 

be able to select from that group of students our teachers and our nurses. 

The comment on evening classes will be a briefone. Evening courses are looked after as 

everyone knows by the Adult Education Association and they respond to the need of 

districts.At the moment,classes are set up in three districts;Georgetown, Anna Regina,and New 

Amsterdam. 

The Chairman:Page 115 

Mr. Teekah: Subheads 17, 18, 19, 24, 27, 28 and 29. 
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Mr. M. F. Singh: Subhead 240. 

The Chairman: The hon. Member Mr. Teekah. 

Mr. Teekah:Mr. Chaim1an, subheadl 7, Publication Unit Printing and Publication of 

Materials. The Govenm1ent, I know has been collecting material in the Publication Unit 

in order to prepare Guyanese oriented textbooks.The hon. Prime Minister said at his last Press 

Conference that locallyproduced textbooks would be made available in the year! 972.As 

far as I know, all that has been done so far is a collection of material.I know for a fact that 

two officers have been aro1md collecting local material on the various subjects on 

education.But to say that these would be produced early in the new year and the follow-up -

the standardization oftextbooksI do not think this is a reasonablestatement. 

In that so far as I am aware too, there has not yet been appointed any textbooks 

writers.I should like thehon.Minister of Education to say whether a textbook writer has yet 

beenappointed for the various areas, for example, social studies, arithmetic, literature, 

and so on. Have thesewriters been identified?Have they started on this progrmm11e? If they have 

started, how early do we expect the first supply of locally-produced Guym1ese oriented 

textbooks? And as a consequence, upon the production oflocally-produced textbooks will there 

be standardization of textbooks in the schools of' Guyana? 

A small point about stm1dardization oftextbooks. Ithink is the hon. Minister of 

Education who said that as far as the argument for stm1dardization of textbooks 1s 

concerned one must bear in mind thatchildren must be exposed to tl1e widest possibleareas, 

to as many books as possible.This I contend does not require non-standardization 

oftextbooks. What is necessary is a very up to date Public Free Libraryin the various areas and 

good school libraries. This is what is going to take care of exposing tl1e child to a wide an area 

oflearning as possible. 
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With regard to subheads 18andl9 I will take them together. I think that much more 

money should be voted under these two subheads - Sports Training and Sports and Games. We 

cannot escape the fact that Guyana is down at the cellar in sports. The public, frequently as a 

good gesture, donates sums of money to assists in the field of sports. But I want very strongly to 

emphasise here that Govermnent as its bo,mding duty should provide an adequate amount of 

fimdsfor sports. In all countries of' the world sport is not just left like that, at the 

discretion of the public to contributemoney.If money is got from public contributions,then 

competitions could be canied out, but the Government takesa firm hand in this area.Up 

to now Guyana does not evenhave a national sports stadi,m1. The Ministry of Education,I 

am infonned at the present time, looks over this area of sport.Therefore,Iwant toca11 here for a 

national sports stadiumwith an all-weatl1er track, because these are someof the things that are 

bothering most ofour athletes andthese are some oftheurgent requirements in the field of 

sport. 

2.55 p.m. 

I should like to call upon the hon. Minister of Education to propose to Cabinet the 

appointment of one education officer responsible for physical training in each county at 

least.There are ten education districts but there should be an education officer in each county 

whose sole responsibility is for physical training.These things would contribute to our being 

placed in abetter position in the field of sport. When I talk of doing well, I am not talking 

just about inter-territorial competition or inter-school competition, but internationalcompetition. 

We are doing well in cricket. We must do well also in other fields of sport. 

Subhead 21, Exhibition Fund, University of Guyana: I ask the hon. Minister what are the 

organisations thatare given this grant.On subhead 27, Grant, Universityof Guyana, certainly this 

sum of $2,000,000 is far frombeing adequate. We were told at the end of the last trie1mial 

budget of the University of Guyana that full- time classes will be started at the university from 

October this year.October came and no full-time classes began.The whole of Guyana has been 
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looking forward to the very early date when the University of Guyana would become a day 

school. 

I remember the People's National Congress, when in opposition, used to taunt the P.P.P. 

Government about the night school, J agan's night school. What is the Govermnent doing with 

respect to the University of Guyana becoming a full-time institution with day classes?How early 

does the Ministry of Education envisage full-timeday classes at the University of Guyana?The 

hon. Minister of Education, speaking in the general debate, said that the University of Guym1a is 

m1 autonomous institution and the Govermnent would no interfere with 

the relationships, but this is talking with tongue in cheek because it is the smne Government of 

Guyana which reconstituted the Board of Governors in June of this year. It is the same 

Govemment of Guyana which put the hon.Minister of Works, Hydraulics, and Supply on the 

University Board.It is the same Govermnent that put the wife ofthe Prime Minister on the 

University Board.It is thesame Govemment that appointed these people and it is the same 

Govemment that appointed the smne Board which isnow causing so much confusion at the 

University of Guyana.It has stalled several of the service courses; it has caused the Bachelor's 

Degree in Education course not tohave started yet although 58 students wrote the examination. 

Icam1ot see how the University is an autonomous institution when the Govermnent 

reconstitutes the Board which governs the University, and puts a Minister there. I cmmot see 

how the University is autonomous when theMinistry of Education says co-operatives as a 

subject must be taught at the university, and co-operatives has to be taught.Imn not saying the 

university should not betmder the control of the Government.What Imn saying is, it is the 

responsibility of the Ministry of Education to see that the university becomes a full-time 

institutionand has day classes.It was the hon. Minister who was saying it was autonomous m1d 

they do not want to interfere. They have already interfered.They have chm1ged theFinance and 

General Purposes Committee. 

Proceeding on this same subhead I would call uponthe Govermnent, because Iknow it is 
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its duty and it isspecifically the Ministry of Education's duty, to educate the Guyanese citizenry, 

to give stipends to thosestudents who cannot afford to upkeep themselves at day classes.Most 

students work in the day and study in the evening.Government should investigate the areas of 

need. I am not saying every single student must be given.Carry out at least a means test. 

I should like to stress the point that selection of students should be done on the basis of 

merit. Therewas a crisis there earlier this year when the Government wanted a particular 

preference to be given to ce1iain students on the basis of perhaps ethnic or political 

convictions.But the selection at the University of Guyana must be done solely on the basis of 

merit. Not on the basis of politics or ethnic origin. These two areterribly wrong. 

Last of all, I want to ask the hon. Minister of Education to look into the frequent 

complaints.I have had cause to bring one of these cases to her attentionand so far nothing was 

done, whereby several teachers who have applied for entrance to the University of Guyana, 

having been accepted at the institution, cannot get transfers from Goverrnnent schools in the 

outlying districts to areas close to the institution. 

3.05p.m. 

This is a difficult problem and I should like the hon. Minister to look in to it. There 

are many teachers who reside in the Essequibo and Berbice areas who have been accepted as 

students and have applied for trnnsfersbut cmmot get trm1sfers. The Government should look 

into this problem and develop a policy whereby some arrangement will be made to bring 

teachers closer to the University when they are accepted as students. 

Subhead 28, Grants to Students.Many complaints have been to the office of the Leader of 

the Opposition about discrimination in the awarding of grants.I think that the House would be 

glad to hear from the hon. Minister of Education what m·e the criteria used to award grants 
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to students and if these criterias are in fact, kept. 

Subhead 29, Grants to Aided Secondary Schools.I should like to emphasise the point 

that there are many private secondary schools which play a very important role in secondary 

education in this country, but onlya small number of these schools are getting aid from 

the Government.The Government itself, with its present school and with these 

Government- aided schools,cannot cope with the number of students who require 

secondary education. 

Since there are many private secondary schools which are givingsecondary 

education to the nation I want to suggest to the Government thataid toit should look into 

the possibility of granting more aid to private secondaryschools.The technical officers may 

be in a better position to advise the hon. Minister, but I would suggest that schools with at least 

200 or250 students should qualify for Government aid.I mention 200 or 250 students because, at 

least, it will be a stable institution with that number of students. It does not matter if 

you say the institution should have300 students, because I !mow there are many schools with 

500, 600 and 700students that are not receiving any aid at all from the Government. 

I therefore contend that it would be a wise thin£ if the Ministrycould look at these school 

to see how longthey have been in existence and how stable they are. I do not want to suggest 

that mushroom schools should be given aid. I am suggesting that schools which have been 

inexistence for a long time and which have a large number of students should be given 

Govermnent aid. Better equipment would be provided in these schools if Goverm11ent gave 

some aid. On the san1e question, I wish to call for a more strict control byGovermnent over 

these Goverrunent-aided secondary schools.At the present time most of the Boards of 

Governors do not meet at all.Since Government is aiding these secondary schools, it should 

ensure that the aid which isgiven is well spent.Therefore there should be a tighter control with a 

view to ensuring(! )tl1at adequate facilities are provided to the studentswho attend these 
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schools; (2)that the secondary schools curriculum is adhered to; and (3) that the Government's 

nominee to these Boards is able to carry out his functions by the regular meeting of these 

Boards. 

I am told by the Government nominees themselves that at present there is nothing which 

compels the authorities, the proprietors or principals of these schools, to call these Boards to 

meet at regular intervals.Therefore, the Government's nominees cannot investigate what is 

happening at these institutions. For that reason, Government should exercise greater control 

over these schools, all in the interest of developing education. 

Mr. M.F. Singh: Under subhead 24, Grant to Volm1tary Organisations, I wish to 

supplement the question asked by the hon. Member Mr. Teekah.It isnoted that the sum provided 

in the Approved Estimates for 1971 was$4,000.The smn estimated for 1972 is $8,944, which is 

more than twice the previous amom1t.The legend states "Previous provision inadequate." 

Will the hon. Minister specifically say whether there are more vohmtary organisations 

added to the list, or whether the grants to the existingorganisations have beenincreased? So that 

we could have a specific ideaof how the money is apportioned, could the Minister tell us the 

names of these organisations and the amounts they receive?The sum provided for 1971 was 

$4,000 and the Revised Estimate is $7,000. Is this due to an increase in the number of 

organisations or to an increase in the quantum to existing organisations?Could the hon. Minister 

tell us the exact number of organisations, their names and the amotmt given to each? 

Mr. Cheeks: I am asking your pem1ission, sir, to say a word onsubhead 29, Grants to 

Aided Secondary Schools. 

The Chairman: you may proceed 
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Mr. Cheeks:Will the Minister state whether she knows that thepresent policy of 

Government, namely, refusing to grant to the Principals of certain secondary schools pennission 

to raise their fees is imposing very severe limitations on the facilities that these secondary 

schools can offer? 

The amount of money spent on, say, Queen's College, the Bishops'High School and any 

one other secondary school, A1111a Regina, for instance, is more than the amount granted to all 

the aided secondary schools put together.The sum of money spent on one boy at Queen's 

College is over $400 per anmun and the amo1mt spent on the average child in the private 

secondary school is under $50. It is about $40 per armum. 

The pressure comes from above and from below.The Govennnent haslimited the amount 

of grants it is giving to the secondary schools.Certain schools are refused permission to raise 

their fees, even by 10 per cent.Not all are refused pennission, only some. 

This brings to mind what was said a few years ago by Mr. Germanacos who was sent by 

the United Nations to investigate and make recommendations onthe secondary school system. 

He said that, as Govermnent aid expanded, the private secondary schools will gradually fade 

away. I am suggesting to the Ministerthat Govennnent cannot afford at this time for the private 

secondary schools to fadeaway, because it carmot now accommodate all the children who are 

seeking secondary education. 

I ask the hon. Minister to consider those two points: either allow theschools to increase 

their fees slightly or increase the aid allocated to them. 

3.15 p.m. 

Miss Baird: Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member Mr. Teekah seems to be confosed 

between what is meant by supplement material and textbook. I have before in this House that 
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the Curriculum Development Unit is engaged in producing supplementary material that means 

material which will supplement the content for the curriculum. I think I went on to say that the 

material really had to do with increasing the historical understanding of our pupils. This 

material has to be produce in book fonn, and perhaps that is why the hon. Gentleman is asking 

me to give a deadline or the introduction of locally produced textbook in the schools in social 

studies, science and things like that. 

I think I said before , and I am going to repeat it, that I called attention to the fact that 

production of textbooks will talce a long time because Guyana has not, at the moment got the 

persom1el that will produce the kind of educational textbook that we need. It does not call only 

for the lmowledgeof the subject matter but there are techniques that these people must 

cover before they can be allowed toproduce educational textbooks. What is happening in 

theCurriculmn Development Uni tis that it is producingsupplementary material and it must 

be producedin some form, in a book,to be used in schools.I think I said too, that in 1972, 

thepilot study,800 books will be introduced in a number ofschools among nine-year-old 

children.This project, will of course, be evaluatedbefore we release it to the whole 

country, because we believe that material must be tested onthe children for whom it is 

intended. 

The hon. Member Mr. Teekal1 challenged me to say that writers were appointed. I 

think it is easy for him to see that if material is producedsomebody had to wlite it and 

since July of this year four WTiters were appointed to the lmit. At House 5 Queen College, you 

will find at the moment over twelve writers working producing material that will be used in 

schools. If the hon. Member visits that Unit he will begiven a schedule which will indicate the 

kind of materialthat is being prepared and the periods which we hope to introduce them in the 

schools. 

With respect to standardization of textbooks, Ireallydo not understand what some people 

mean by standardizationof textbooks.When one listens to arguments on thestandardization of 
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textbooks one has to accept that it means many things to many people.So far, the argument for 

the standardization of textbooks is an economic one, and rightly so.But the educational value of 

standardization of text books is never really considered.I want to suggest that ifthis Government 

standardizes textbooks, the Govermnent willbe guilty of depriving the mass of children in this 

country of rich educational experience that they deserve to have. Otl1er groups of people can 

afford to buy textbooks for their children and the kind of social climate in their homes and the 

exposure which these children have, to travel, to discussand so, on that will put them at a 

greater advantage over the mass of children who will be limited to using just a few selected 

textbooks. 

The Government of this cow1try has worked out proposalsfor combating these problems. 

One proposal is to educate parents and this will soon start next year, perhaps late January. We 

intend to run programmes which will educate parents on what standardization means, what 

effects it will have on the children's educational progress. At the same time, it calls for the 

education of teachers to teach them how to select textbooks so that there will not be 

indiscriminate selection of textbooks.This will tend to control the number of books tl1at teachers 

will select.The other strategy we intend to use is to encourage more schools to organize to have 

co-operative bookshops which will certainly reduce the cost of books. 

With respect to the query on Grants to Voluntary Organization, the sum of $2,000 is 

given to Adult Education Association and $2,000 to the Theatre Guild andsalary for the Co

ordinator for Adult Education amounts to $4,944.Ishould say here that the Co-ordinator will be 

appointed during next year. 

The infonnation Ihave to give on sports is justa factual one.The National Sports C0tmcil 

is provided with a coach to look after sports.As a matter of fact, there is one national coach for 

cricket and tl1ere are two other national coaches for general sports including cricket. 

Under the item "University of Guyana", !repeat, the University of Guyana, like allotl1er 
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Universities, is an autonomous institution. As such, the Ministry of Education respects the 

autonomy of the University. Since Ihave taken office, lean assure you that there are frequent 

dialogues with the University perso1mel. From them Ihave gatheredthat they have already 

worked out a plan for day courses, but it is for the University to say when it intends to begintlrn 

day courses. The Govermnent of this country will not interfere because that is an internal 

arrangement of staffing. The law gives the Government freedom to malceappointments to the 

Board of Governors. For the infonnationof the hon. MemberMr. Teekal1, I want to infonn him 

that the wife of thehon. Prime Minister is a distinguished classical scholar in social sciences 

who will contribute substantially to the ordinary fimctions of the Board of Governors. 

Ithink the hon. Gentleman knows again and will accepttl1at if the University is an 

autonomous body the Govennnent cannot control the selection of students.Ithink he !mows that 

students are selected on entry requirements and on an examination and/or interview. 

With respect to the suggestion that students who enter the University of Guyana are not 

given transfers, Iwish to say tl1at we have many students from outlying areas, particularly in the 

Corentyne, who are now studying at the University of Guyana. 

3.25 p.m. 

Grants to students are usually given but these grants are given to assist really needy 

students. With respect to grants to aided secondary schools, it is surprising that the hon. 

Member Mr. Teekal1 suggests increasing grants when his party demonstrated a move towards 

establishing a state system of education.Going on to the otl1er point about aided secondary 

schools, I have to report that we met themembers of the Association of Masters and Mistreses, 

who teach in aided secondary schools and now we will have to meet tl1e heads of these schools 

to work out a sort of timetable for their functioning. 

The hon. Member Mr. Cheeks queried about the business of raising fees in aided 
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secondary schools.A committeeis currently looking into tl1is and I think schools havebeen 

infonned that tl1e committee is at work and as soon as it has finished its business, I propose to 

ask fueheads of schools to come in to discuss tl1e recommendations. 

Mr. Teekah: The hon. Minister is not telling the truth about the Government's 

relationship with fue University.Mr. Chairman, it is a fact that when $800,000 was voted this 

year by Supplementary Estimates, theMinistry of Finance froze fue smn of money, did not 

releasethe money to the university at the same time and the university had to wait over a long 

period before it was given that sum of money.And it was in dire need of the money! 

Secondly, the University has asked for more than $2million this year and it is only getting 

$2 million.In fact, last year for fue 1971 Budget the university asked for $2 million. The smn of 

$1 million was put in fue approved estimates and by doles through Supplementary 

estimates, it got $800,000 more. 

It is not true that the lmiversity's functions are not affected by fue Govermnent.It is fue 

Govermnent which is restrictingfue amount of money which fue lmiversity needs for a 

greater intake of students and to provide dayclasses, and it is the Govermnent which has 

reconstituted fueBoard of Governors of tl1e University of Guyana, disruptingthe work at the 

University. 

The Prime Minister(Mr. Burnham): Chairman, I recently had aconversation with the 

Vice Chancellor and I am a little sick of these people who prove St. Paul's dictum fuat a little 

lmowledge is a dangerous thing.The Vice-Chancellor of the University has assured after 

discussing witl1him the estimates, tllat the present allocation is sufficient because ofcertain other 

arrangements which are in train, and I do wish tllat these ill-informed if not uninfonned 

personswould not come here discussing fuese matters of which they know nothing - those who 

sought lmqualified to enter the university. 
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Head 40 - Ministry of Education - $4,448,395 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of 

the Estimates. 

HEAD 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

IN-SERVICE TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME 

Question proposed that the sum of $182,799 for Head 41, Ministry of Education, 

In-Service Teacher Training Programme, stand part of the Estimates. 

Mr. Teekah: There are many teachers in this country who are not trained and one would 

have thought that a good in-service teacher training programme would take careof this 

problem.I have enumerated in this House previously the number of in-service training centres 

closed down by the P .N .C. Govennnent. The in-service training centre which was existing at 

Linden was reopened recently. This is very good. I m11 not against opening an in- service 

training centre at Linden because in 1963 there was a centre at Linden, then named Mackenzie, 

but I wm1t to draw to the attention of this House the dire need for a training centre in Essequibo. 

In the Essequibo District proper, there are 44 schools, in the North West District there 

are 31 schools, in the Interior Education District there are 51 schools, a total of 126 primary 

schools in addition to secondary schools.Is it asking too much to have one centre 

inEssequibo?Whatever forced the Goverm11ent to have a teacher training centre at Linden, I 

exhort the Govennnent to use the very imagination, and argmnent m1d reason to have at least 

one centre in tl1e county of Essequibo where there are 126 schools.This is all. 

Miss Baird: Mr. Chairman, the projection oftheGennm1acos' team was that the pool of 

suitable teachers for training would dry up by 197, and so the eight centres that existed in 1963 

had to be progressively reduced asthe number of teachers available for training decreased. Any 

new centre that will be opened will be detennined by the need of tl1e area. At the moment, 
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we envisage a newrole for the in-service teacher training progranune. 

3.35 p.m. 

As I have said before, we have had a great deal of difficulty in findingpeople 

academically qualified for entry into the pre-service stream.Therefore, part of the function of the 

In-Service/Teacher Training Programme will be to make students eligible academically for 

entry into the pre-servicestream and, secondly, another role for the In-Service/Training 

Programmewill be to give further education to teachers, to give them the opportunity for re

education.Those people who have been recently trained will have a chance to be re-educated 

and to examine new developments in education intenns of the meaning of what is going to be 

taught in schools now, and how it is going to be taught. We consider further teacher education a 

necessary part of the programme to reorganise education in Guyana. 

Head 41, Ministry of Education, In -Service Teacher training Programme-$182,799, 

agreed to ordered to stand part of the Estimates. 

The Chairman: Page 117. 

HEAD 42 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

PRIMARY, MULTI-LATERAL AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Question proposed that the stm1 of $15,208,896 for Head 42, Ministry of Education, 

Primary, Multi-Lateral and Secondary Schools, stand part of the Estimates. 

The Chairman: Will members please indicate if they wish to speak! 

Mr. Teekah: Subhead 1, items (1) to (8), subheads 3, 5, 6, 7, 10 and 11. 
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Mr. M.F. Singh: Subhead I, items (1), (6) and (10) and subhead 6. 

Mr. Yacoob Ally: Subhead 6. 

Mr. Teekah rose --

The Chairman: Before you proceed, I wish to remind you that we have 20 minutes 

before the Adjournment today and we have Heads 42 to 51 together with two Divisions to 

complete.There are four speakers.I do not knowhow we will complete them. 

Mr. Teekah: Is this all the time that is left? 

The Chairman: We have 20 minutes today and probably a very limited time, not 

exceeding half an hour, on Tuesday of next week. Please proceed. 

Mr. Teekah: First of all, about Head Teachers. I wonder why in these Estimates --

[ Interruption] 

The Chairman:Order, please! The members' time is being restrictedand interruptions 

will only put them off further.Please pennit members to proceed with the 

business. 

Mr. Teekah: Will the hon. Minister of Education explain why there is still the 

designation "Head Teacher" under this Head when the term normally used for this category of 

teacher is "Head Master"? In all the official documents these persons are described as "Head 

Masters". [Mr. Green: "That is what you have brought this House to? "] 

The Chairman:Igrant certain indulgences because of the high standardofhis debate 

2718 



24.12.71 National Assembly 3.35 - 3.45 p.m. 

on the last occasion.Let the hon. Member proceed. Hehas only 20 minutes and you are robbing 

him of that time. 

Mr. Teekah: There are many schools in this country today which do not have head 

masters.I want to urge the Government to ensure thathead masters are appointed in these 

schools as early as possible.I said earlier that there seems to be an acute shortage of persom1el in 

the Ministry of Education and that has resulted in many acting appointments.There are many 

acting appointments and, in some cases, no head master at all.In thecase of the No. 56 school, I 

brought to the attention of this House the conductof the head master and since then he has been 

transferred and to this day no one has been appointed to fill the vacancy created. 

I want to stress a very important point relating to our teachers, that is, all teachers under 

items (1) to (8). We are living in a Republic today and it seems to me that many teachers do not 

really 1mderstand the rolethey have to play in the schools and in the community. This is 

something which ought to be looked at with concern by the Ministry of Education. 

In many cases, head masters and teachers feel that they are doing afavour by teaching 

students in the schools. Teachers do not think it is their duty to exert patience with the students 

under their control; they brutalise them, they are excessively rude to them. Not only are students 

rude to the teachers, but the teachers are rude to the students also. 

Teachers must understand that there is a need for reorientation.Afterall, we are not in 

colonial times when teachers were accepted as aliens in the schools and aliens in the 

community; they were big fellows, they were different. Teachers must understand that it is their 

job to teach the students, to serve the students. The role of the teacher is to serve the students 

and the community.Too many cases have been exposed and reported where schools are closed 

because of the misconduct, or the improper conduct, of teachers.We know of the Covent Garden 

School; we know of the No. 10 Mal1aica Creek School; we know of the Bonasika School and 

the Two Brothers Government School.I can name schools where there was a total 

2719 



24.12.71 National Assembly 3.35 - 3.45 p.m. 

boycott of students, where students refused to attend the school because of the misconduct of a 

teacher or teachers. 

I want to ask the Minister of Education to view these problems very sympathetically, to 

look at students not as upstaiis when they ask for their rights. We are living in a time when 

every man is supposed to be politically enlightened; we are not living in the colonial past when 

one person was considered superior for one reason or the other, when a person because he was 

born rich,or had more education,exercised a perennial seniority and privilege over others who 

were less privileged or less f01itmate. 

I want to criticise very sharply the Ministry of Education and the Govenm1ent for an 

incident in one specific case, the Bonasika School.The students at the Bonasika Primary School 

boycotted the school and a delegation of parents went to the Ministry of Education to complain 

against the misconduct of a teacher.Three members of the delegation of five persons who went 

to the Ministry had fireaims. 

I want to make a call for the abolition of something which has been affecting students more than 

ai1ything else, the question of corporal punishment. I want to make a strong call upon the 

Ministry of Education to abolish corporal punishment as a measure of discipline. The time is 

long past when corporal punishment must be a measure of discipline in schools. In no socialist 

3.45 p.m. 

society in the world is corporal ptmishment accepted as a measure of discipline. I recently 

returned from Socialist Korea in July this year. Korea is in the ThirdWorld. I visited a number 

of schools while I was there and I asked my interpreter if they flogged children, and he 

wondered what I was talking about. He said, "Flogging children? That used to happen when we 

had Japanese colonizers; they used to flog us in schools. It does not happen now, we are a 

Socialist nation. We do not flog children; that is cruelty". In every Socialist country there has 
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been the abolition of corporal punishment. And I here and now call upon the Ministry of 

Education to abolish corporal punislnnent, because very often we have complaints from parents 

of students who have been badly treated and who have been very crnelly whipped by teachers. 

There was a most recent case at the school at Enterprise, East Coast which I took up with the 

Education, and I literally had to use a steam-roller to get Miss Cadogan to go to the school to 

investigate the matter. Therefore I should like the Minister to state the enlightened policy of the 

Ministry on the abolition of corporal punislnnent. 

Another point about teachers is that they must be recruited, again I stress, on merit, I 

want to cite a case at the Skeldon Secondary School where over thirty teachers were dismissed 

in September this year. These are teachers who have four and five subjects G.C.E., who were 

dismissed in preference for teachers who just have College of Preceptors. I visited the school 

and I took this matter up with the Minister of Education on my return to Georgetown, and the 

Minister said she will investigate the matter. When she investigated the matter she replied and 

said, "Well Mr. Teekah, you see these teachers were dismissed in preference to teachers who 

have been trained; they were not trained and the untrained teachers were replaced by trained 

teachers." I told the hon. Minister that this was not so. Again, I contend that has not been the 

case. Of those teachers who were appointed from the September tenn at the Skeldon Scots 

School only about five of them were trained teachers and they were filling vacancies of about 

thirty-five and those who replaced the teachers who were sacked only five were trained. 

It is not true to say that they were replaced by trained teachers. It must be the policy of the 

Ministry if it is to have the respect of the Guyanese nation, if it is to have tl1e best brain in the 

teaching profession; it means that recruitment must be on the basis of merit and not on political 

or etln1ic considerations. These are certain negative aspects of the teaching profession which I 

have highlighted. 

I should now like to raise very important matters which I would deem positive in the 

favour of teachers. When a person does something wrong he ought to be criticized, when he 
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does something good he ought to be praised. When the teaching profession does some111ing 

good, it ought to be praised and when it does something wrong it must be severely criticised. I 

want to stress the point about increasing the salaries of teachers. The hon. Prime Minister earlier 

this year assured the teaching profession that the Govenunent would raise the salaries of 

teachers. The Guyana Teachers Association sent a memorandum to the hon. Minister of 

Education - I have here a copy of the memorand1un - making certain specific proposals to the 

hon. Minister. Up to the time when I address this House during the general debate on the 

Budget the Guyana Teachers Association was not in receipt of a reply from the hon. Minister. 

Now teachers wonder why the hon. Minister is dragging her feet on such an important matter. 

Cost of living is going up every day, the cost of living has been going up since teachers salaries 

were revised, since the Guillebaud recommendations were accepted by the PPP Govenunent. 

And since then, there has been devaluation in 1957, and there has been devaluation of the 

Guyana Currency again during this week. Therefore, the cost of living has been rising every 

year and it means that the teachers' salaries have been static. Goverrunent has actually given 

two interim reliefs, but interim reliefs means interim relief and something which is interim 

which means it is temporary and interim relief ought not to rnn for a whole year or for to years. 

The case for a revision of teachers' salaries is extremely strong, and the Govenunent cannot 

continue to drag its feet on the question of revision of teachers' salaries. 

Secondly, I want to stress that in considering the revision of salaries the Government 

must ensure that graduates, as a matter of fact, the whole teaching profession in the primary 

system must be equated with the secondary system and this is particularly so as far as graduates 

are concerned. Because at the present time, a graduate in the primary school starts off with 

$319. His counterpart in the secondary school starts off with $388. They both have the same 

qualifications but because one has been placed in a secondary school he gets $319, because the 

other is placed in a secondary school he get $388. Is this not discrimination? 

The maximum of a graduate in a primary school is $356; the maximum of a graduate in a 

secondary school is $528. Mr. Chai1111m1, these persons have the same qualifications, they have 
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the same degree, but because one is unforttmate to have been placed in a primary school he 

cannot get as much salary as the one who has been forttmate to get into a secondary school. This 

is causing an improverishment of the teaching profession in the primary schools, because most 

teachers as soon as the are to be graduated at the University of Guyana they start angling and 

making arrangements, start getting in contact with somebody, pulling strings, to get into 

secondary schools because the salary is higher. 

3.55 p.m. 

The Chairman: Are you going to wind up, hon. Member? 

Mr. Teekah: Yes, sir.Therefore, I want to stronglyurge the Govenm1ent to review the 

salaries of teachers with a view to raising their salaries and also to leveling up the salaries of 

teachers in primary schools with the salaries of teachers in secondary schools.One other point.I 

want to quote from the White Paper on Education, which was passed in this House in 1968.0n 

page 11, it states: 

"Discussions have been held with the ChristianSocial Council representing the 
Governing Bodies of Denominational Schools and the Guyana Union oITeachers 
regarding the establislunent of a Teachers'Service Commission in accordance with the 
tenns ofthe Constitution.Agreement has already been reached", I stress this, agreement 
has already been reached,"on the establishment of a Commission which willfunction for 
teachers in primary schools in like mam1er as the Public Service Commission for Civil 
Servants.Eventually a tmified teaching service will be established within the control of 
the Connnission." 

This was written in 1968 by the then Minister of Education, Mrs. Winifred Gaskin, and 

approved by the Govermnent of Guyana.In this document it was stated that agreement had 

already been reached on the Teachers' Service Commission.The year 1971 is now closing.To 

this day, the Teachers' Service Commission has not been appointed. Can the Minister or the 

Ministry of Education defend this? 
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The Chairman:As agreed, hon. Member Mr. Teekah, it is time that we conclude today's 

Sitting. 

Mr. Teekah: If it is to give time to the hon. Minister to reply, I do not mind stopping 

here and not asking any more questions on this page. 

The Chairman: We will consider this on Tuesday. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

The Prime Minister: Mr. Speaker, before the House adjourns over the holiday season, 

will you pern1it me to indulge in offering the traditional greetings and good wishes on the paii 

of the Government to yourself, your spouse, your ffilllily, a11d all of the Members of this House, 

a11d on this particular occasion I would, at the risk of doing injustice to the Constitution, 

describe the Sergea11t-at-Arms a111 the Stenographersas Members of this House. 

We usually have very sharp differences springingvery frequently from our different 

ideological positions, or from the need for certain political postures to satisfy those who are our 

adherents. But certainly, at Christmas time, we can forget these differences and we ca11, in 

spite of our various am varied religious persuasions, recognise that this is a period of goodwill, 

of friendship, of cfilllaraderie. And so, when I on behalf of my Government express these 

wishes, I would like it to be understood that I feel that at least for this periodwe can be friendly, 

loving, a11d comradely, a11d perhaps, as the years go by and we practise this spirit, or seek to 

give expression to this spirit every year, we willeventually makes it part of our life for all the 

year. This is not asking too much for though we may differ in our approaches we should 

recognize that we are all human beings, me all Guyanese, and \all sons and daughters of God. 

I therefore wish all the Members of this House, a Very Merry, Happy, and peaceful 

Christmas and, as I said before, these wishes automatically go out to our pennanent institution, 
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the Sergeant-at-Arms, and to our Stenographers.If I may digress for a moment, I wonld wish to 

see a contemporary history of this House written by our Sergeant-at-Anus and Stenographers --

Mr. Speaker:That is already being considered. 

The Prime Minister: Mr. Speaker, whenever you rnle in this House, you rnle 

excathedra. We shall have an opportunity during next year to exchange many wordsbut we 

shall not with a prophetic eye look into the year 1972. 

The Leader of the Opposition(Dr. Jagan): I too wish to join in wishing you and other 

members of yourstaff, including the Sergeant-at-Arms and the Stenographers,members of the 

Goverrnnent and Members on this side of the House, a very Men-y Christmas and I do hope that 

the opportunity will be taken by all to have a very pleasantholiday. Many of us are so 

accustomed to being at the grindstone that sometimes we forget to talce time out to enjoy 

ourselves.At least on this occasion for a few days we can bury the hatchet and join with 

otherGuyanese in the spirit of this season, to enjoy ourselves and to share the spirit of goodwill 

which abounds atthis time.I wish again, all the Members, a Very Men-yChristmas. 

Mr. M.F. Singh: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of myself and tl1e United Force, I would like to 

extend the compliments of the season to yourself, family, your staff of Parliament Office, 

pmiicularly our hard working Note takers m1d, indeed, all Members of this honourable House.I 

would like to extend a Men-y Christmas and I hope you will enjoy this Christmas,not perhaps as 

the Prime Minister would not want me to say, in the traditional way, but at least have a jolly 

good time. 

Mr. Cheeks: I wish, Mr. Spealcer, to extend my sincerewishes for a Very Merry 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year to you, to the Government and the other members of the 

Opposition. 
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Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition, hon. Leader of 

theGovernment, hon. Leader of the United Force,hon. Member Mr. Cheeks, hon. Members:On 

behalf of the staff of Parliament, my family and myself, I wish to thank you most sincerely 

for your kind wishes for Christmas, and on behalfof my staff, my familyand myself I wish 

to extend to you and the nation verybest wishes for Christmas. 

In keeping with the Government's tradition of having meaningful statements made, I 

wish to take this opportunity of inviting you to local liquid refreshment.I wish to invite, 

also, the visitors advising the Ministers of Government, the representatives of the Fourth 

Estate,the Press,and the staff of Parliament, to join with me after the Adjournment in 

showing tangibly the goodwill which should exist, not only now but throughout the entire 

year and which we as Guyanese should manifest to the world. [Hon. Members: "Hear, 

Hear"!] 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly do now adjourn until Tuesday, 28th December,1971 at 2 

p .m.[The Minister of Housing and Reconstruction (Leader of the House)] 

Adjourned accordingly at 4.05 p.m. 

******** 
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