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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKE·R 80 (2) to enable this Motion to 
o be proceeded with. 

LEAVE TO MEMBERS 
A ssembly in Committee o f  

Supply. Mr. Speaker: I have to an
nounce that Mr. Hari Prashad has 
a�ked to be absent from today's 
sitting. 

Mr. Lock: I wonder if I cor
rectly heard the acting Minister 
of Finance. He said Article 82� 
Is that correct? [Mr. Correiat 
"I said 80 (2). "] MOTi ONS REL AT I NG TO THE 

, B ll SI N ES S OR SI TTI NG OF THE 
ASSEMBLY AND MOVED BY A 

MINISTER 

The Pr ime Minister (Mr. 
Burnham): Out of abundant cau
tion, I move under Standing Order 
9 (5) that the Motion in my name 
be e�empt on this day's sitting 
from the provisions of pragragh 
(2) of Standing Order 9. I have
reason to believe, having spoken
to the Acting Le ader of the
O pposition, that we should be
away before that nine o'clock.

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTIONS 

APPR OVAL OF FINANCIAL. PAPER 

NO. I OF 1966 

"Be it resolved that 
the Committee of S upply ap
prove of the proposals set 
out in Financial Paper No. 1
of 1966 • Schedule of Addi
tional Provision on the Cur
rent a nd Capital Estimates
for \he period ending June,
1966, totalling $2,471,927."
[1be Minister of Comaonica
tions fo r the Minister of
Finance.]

The Minister of Communica
tions (Mr. Correia): I beg to 
lay on the Table the Cabinet's 
reconnnendation as regards Article 

Mr. Correia: I al.so propose 
to mo ve an  Amendment t o  t he 
Schedule to provide for an in
crease of one dollar. Copies of 
the items provided for in the in
crease have been circulated to 
hon. Members (page 11). I al.so 
lay on the Table the Cabinet's 
recommendation with respect �o 
this increase. 

The Chairman: W e  a re 
considering the Sc hedule page 
by page. 

2 .10 p.m. 

Mr. Ram Karrant I wonder 
whether the hon. Minister can 
give us an explanation regarding 
Head 1? I notice that $1 is re
quested to provide for salaries 
to fonner members of the disband
ed Volunteer Force pending tenni
nal. arrangements. As I under
stand it, according to law, the 
Volunteer Force is no longer in 
existence. What are the terminal 
arrangements to which the hon. 
Minister refers? Have these men, 
who have been engaged in the 
Volunteer Force, not been paid? 
Do we owe them money? 

The Prime Ministers The 
Volunteer Force was in fact dis
banded on the 22nd May, 1966, but 
there were certain persons who 
were employed and in receipt of 
salaries which were also provided 
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[THE PRIME MINI STER] 

for in the Estimates. Unless we 
renew the Head merely by provid
ing $1, we would not be able to 
pay them. For instance, one 
officer will soon be retired, but 
he is under contractual arrange
ments. You should note that it 
is only $1 and no additional sum 
at this stage. It is possible 
that more money may be needed 
l ater. 

Mr. Ram Karraa: · This shows 
that sanebody has not done his 
work. This is a case where a man 
wai engaged on a fixed salary, 
and the Ministry of Finance, or 
the people in the Accoun ts' 
section of the Volunteer Jorce, 
should be able to tell us how 
much m oney is due to this man. 
The hon. Prime Minister refers to 
a staff officer. It will be re
called that the hon. Minister of 
F inance in prev ious debates 
often critic ised his former 
opposite number for not providing 
up-to-date records in such mat
ters. The previous Minister of 
Finance used to submit more in
formation than we are getting 
today. The first Item on the 
Financial Paper asks for $1 to 
pay off men who are no longer in 
the Volunteer Force. 

Mr. Correia: That is ·why 
this dollar is here. The men's 
�ervices will be terminated, but 
we do not know how much money we 
will have to pay them at the 
m oment. 

Mr. Raa Karraa: The hon 
Minister does not seem to realise 
that, in accordance with the law, 
this organisation does not exist. 

DEPARTMffiT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
• 

The Prime Miniater' • Canadian/ 
American tour 

Mr. Luck: With referepce to l, Item 2 Sub-head 13 - (New) Hos- • 
pitality expenses in connection 
with the Prime Minister's Canad
ian/Amer ican tour - $15,000, I 
observe that the Note states: "To 
meet special expenditure in con
nection with the Prime Minister's 
Canadian/ American tour in July". 
I am alarmed if my understanding 
of what is written here is cor
rect. Am I to understand that 
this sum of $15,000 does not cov-
er the cost of the tour oj the 
ho n. Prime Minister and his 
"Dopos"? Those of us who read 
the Guyana Graphic will under
stand the story of Garth and Ful-
ton. We know that the inter
space madman's ego was so much 
that he had to_ employ "Dopos"• in 
order to maintain his sanity. 
This means hospitality to the 
Canadian people, and it does 
not mean the expe nses of the 
tour. Is this item a special 
gift to the hon. 'Prime Minister, 
his Pe rsonal Secretary and 
"Dopos", to spend on the pleasure 
�f fem&les on the North American 
continent? 

1h6 Prime Miniater: So far as 
the Pri�e Minister is concerned, 
he is not in the habit of e:x:pend
ing ·sums on females unlike the 
last speaker. That is for those 
who ar\ unable to do other
wise. The head of the Guyana 
Government is going on a.n offi
cial visit,to Canada and the 
United States.. There are certain 
things which go with the head of 
a Government's visit to a. coun
try. There a.re things like a.n 
entertainment given by the head 
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of the Government or the head of 
State to those who wei'e his hosts 
That is obligatory. There are 
things like exchanges of personal 
gifts. There are things like 
having other forms. of entertain
ment for political officers of 
the host count. ry, members of the 
Press, etc. Unless my hon. a.nd 
learned Friend is given a.n oppo� 
tunity to travel at that level he 
will not understand these things. 
The he ad of a non-independent 
country in 1961 spent $10.000. Am 
I not worth half as much as that 
again? 

Mra Lucks Before the Members 
of t�is House cau approve of this 
expenditure, we are entitled to 
lmow how this money is going to 
be spent, because we have a Prime 
Minister who is very expensive. 
Wbat will be the total expendi
ture on this trip? Does it in
clude t he cost of two special 
airline tickets for the Prime 
Minister who has to sit·in two 
airline seats at the same time? 
[Laughter.] I see my hon. Friend 
laughing.· It seems as though we 
will have to provide an empty 
seat in keeping with the swell 
way in which the Prime Minister 
likes to travel. This involves 
t�paye:rs' money, and we would 
like to know how much money we 
are going to spend on this tour. 
Will $15,000 be spent on recipro
cal hospitality only? Before we 
can vote for this Item, surely 
the House is entitled to know why 
the sum of $15,000 is set aside? 
Tell us how much is involved in 
hotel expenses, and so on. 

The Prime Minie�ert If the 
hon:· Member knew anything about 
procedure in this House, he would 
know that his.question need not 
be answered. He is dealing with 

the question of trips abroad, but 
this Item deals with hospitality. 
I am not here to give details of 
expenditure in a hotel, because 
that matter is not under consid
eration tod�. '"Trips abroad" is 
not under consideration today, 
and the hon. Member's question is 
entirely out of order� 

2.20: p.m. 

LEGISLATIJRE 
Coat of Arms 

Mr. Ram Kanan: May I ask a 
question on Item 5. The sum of 
$2,900 is required to provide for 
the cost of designing the Nation
al Coat of Arms and to pay for 
the painting and registrati.on in 
the United Kingdom of the Coat of 
Arms and Royal Warrant. What is 
this registration? This is an 
independent and sovereign nation. 
Are we asking somebody in the 
United Kingdom to register our 
Coat of Arms? .Are we still sub
servien t to some body? Perhaps 
the members of the Government can 
explain to us what this is all 
a.bout. 

The Priae Miaiater1 I can 
understand the difficulty ot the 
hon. Member. It is the first 
time he has acted for the Leader 
of the Opposition. When the 'hon. 
Member, Mr. Brindley Benn, acted 
for the Leader, then Premier, of 
British Guian a ,  in  1961, he  
minuted in a file th! necessity 
to have certain ·things done in 
preparation for Independence. 
One of the things was to register 
our Coat of Arms and Flag in an 
International. Registry. The Coat 
of Arms is registered so that 
other persons 11!\Y not encroach on 
it. 
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This is an international body 
for registration of armo rial 
bearings etc. Of course, since 
it is only recently that my hon. 
Friend has been raised to the 
high estate of lea.ding his party, 
he would not have seen this file 
in wh�ch his colleague, Mr.: Benn, 
had minuted on this sam� matter 
and proposed to the then Premier 
that he should have a look at it 
when he went to the United King
dom in 1961. 

Mr. Baa (arrant The hon. 
Prime Minister refers to annorial 
bearings. I imagine that he will 
tell us something about the 
feudal past. On previous occa
sions he has referred to the 
colonial mentality of the members 
of the last Government. I cannot 
imagine that someone who has 
often referred to the colonial 
mentality of others will today 
follow in the footsteps allegedly 
ma.de by a comrade of mine:, and go 
to the United Kingdom to register 
our Coat of Arms. It does not 
speak very well for the mentality 
of the hon. Prime Minister and 
his ideals when he adheres to the 
so-called "colonial past". 

Why is it that we cannot have 
the registration done in our own 
free country? Can the ho n. 
Minister tell us whether the 
Tai wan Government had its regi s
tra. tion done in the United King
dom? 

Mr. C.Orreia: The hon. Member 
amuses me when he makes such 
statenents. We would like to 
hear something better from him. 

Mr. Ru larr•1 I said noth-

Mr. C.Orreiat The hon. Member 
should kno•that international 
l;,odies register Coat of Arms a.nd 
Flags. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Salaries 

Mr. Lucks May I refer to 
Item 6. Once more we are called 
upon to increase the salary of 
one of the officers i n  the 
Attorney-General's Chambers. I 
wish to draw the attention of the 
hon. Members to the fact that the 
salary of the Solicitor-General 
was $10 >560 as late as 1964. In 
1965 he received an increase of 
$960. He is now to receive an 
increase of $480. 

The salary that changed the 
background of salaries was the 
salary of the Attorney-General. 
His salary is now in the vicinity 
of $5,000 per month. Being a 
modest gentleman, he had to in
crease by a Supplementary Esti
mate the salary of the Chief 
Parliamentary Counsel. Then he 
had to increase the salary of the 
Senior Parliamentary Counsel. 

Before we pass on from this 
Item,! would like some indication 
as to whether we shall be called 
upon in the near future to ap
prove fur ther increases f o r  
officers in the Attorney-General's 
Chambers. 

[)Vo reply was offered.] 

The Oiairaant No explanation 
is forthcoming so we move on to 
page 2. 

ing about semi-literacy, nothing Mr. Buhltardt We are entitled 
at all. to an explanation. 
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'lhe O.airaana We are on page paid to other officers who are 
2. We go in sequence. o not liked by the present Coali

tion Government. 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

Industrial Officer 

Mr. Ra larraa I am a litile
bothered by Item 7, particularly 
the note. It seems that the pro
vision is for the creation of one 
post of "Assistant Secretary0 and 
for the transfer of one post of 
":Industrial Officer". 

I do not like to refer to 
officers individually as !believe 
in the principle of dealing with 
the pul>lic service on questions 
of principle.: On this occasion, 
however, I have to refer to an 
officer. I do not know whether 
it is the officer who fills the 
post of "Industrial Officer". I 
understand that the Industrial 

Basil Tha.koor. ,Is
 referred to? 

I met Mr. Thakoor in the 
United Kingdom and he told me he 
had applied to return home on the 
Prime Minister's invitation only 
to find that he was dismissed. 
This officer sent a medical 
certific�te saying that he was 
ill and was promptly fired as was 
done in the case of several 

f: officers the colour of whose eyes
_apparently does not fit in with 
the policy of the Government. 

This,gentleman, Mr. Thakoor, 
has applied for e mployment in 
the United Kingdom to find that 
he cannot be employed because of 
his illness. I understand that 
he is likely to be cast out with
out being paid his gratuity and 
pension, to which he is e�titled, 
and which is being, in some cases, 

2 .30: p.m. 

I wpnder whether  the acting 
Minister of Finance can enlighten 
us about this officer who is now 
stranded in the United Kingdom in 
the bitter cold with a vel"Y large 
family. This officer is being 
deprived of the opportunity of 
earning a living in his own coun
try, in a Service in which he 
undoubtedly served faithfully in 
his youthful days. 

Mr. Correiaa The hon. Member 
should table a written Question 
because it is not possible to 
answer any question which has to 
do with the Public Service Com
mission.· It is unfair to ask a 
question like ·that here. The 
officer he is talking about owns 
a property in London.· 

Mr. Raa larr•a While I af: 
preciate the hon. Minister s 
difficulty, I must say that the 
ownership of pr�perty, by this 
officer, in the United Kingdom1 has nothing at a.11 to do witn 
this matter. Perhaps that is how 
lion.· Ministers are thinking. This 
officer should not be deprived of 
what he is entitled to  in the 
Civil Service of Guyana because 
he owns a property in the United 
Kingdom. I have never heard of 
such a thing� I raise this ques
tion because it appears, from the 
Estimates, that an effort is 
being made to substitute another 
post. 

This is an appropriate time 
for the hon. Minister to withdraw 
this Head - it is just a token 
amount of $1 - until this House 
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[MR. RAM KARRAN] 

can be given some satisfaction, 
some guarantee that this Guyanese 
officer who wishes to come back 
to British Guiana� ['lhe Priae
Miniater1 "There is no such 
place,"] I am sorry; so many 
things are done in the colonial 
way that I keep forgetting that 
we are living in an independent 
country. I am strongly urging 
that this Head be withdrawn until 
such time as the hon. Minister 
can tell us whether this officer 
will be deprived of his pension 
and gratuity in order to effect 
this change which the Schedule 
seeks to do. 

Mr. Correia: I am not in a 
position to' answer that question. 
Perhaps the officer might have 
resigned. 

Mre Ram Karren: I did not ask 
a question. The hon. Minister 
said that he cann ot answer the 
question. I am askina whether -
[The Prime Minister: "You are not 
asking a question?"] I am urging 
that this Head be removed until 
such time as the Minister is in a 
position to deal with it. 

Mr. Luck1 Item 8, Head 23 -
Ministry of Home Affairs. I see 
here 12 posts of "Probation 
Officer s"--

Mr. Raa Karran1 I am again 
appealing to the hon. Minister to 
withdraw this Head before ir
reparable hann is done to an in
dividual. 

MINISTRY OF-HOME AFFAIRS 

Probation Service 

Mr. Lacki Twelve posts of 
"Probation Officers 11 a.re to be 

created and I notice that these 
officers �re now to be called 
"Probation and Welfare Officers 11

, 

I wonder whether the intention i& 
to give employ men t to party 
hacks who cannot possibly qualify 
as Probation Officers, and so the 
te rm "Probation and Welfare 
Officers 11 is used. Thus we would 
find "Madam So-and�so", with 
long experience in life and  
affairs, would be appointed as a 
Welfare Officer, I should like 
the assurance to be given that 
there is some qualification 
attached to this post of Proba
tion and Welfare Officer and that 
the change in the name is not 
deliberately intended to provide 
jobs for neces sitous iarty 
worke rs. 

The Prime Minister: I can 
assure my hon. and learned Friend 
that neHher madams nor mothers 
will be appoint ed. There is a

slightly different emphasis. In 
the past, the emphasis was almost 
exclusively on probatjon work. 
The emphasis now will be not only 
on pro bat ion work but on preven
tive services, child care and 
welfare work, even after tbe 
period of probation. 

I am informed that, to be 
appointed permanently, a course 
will have to be gone through, and 
to get. beyond a certain bar, a 
further course will have to be 
pursued. The emphasis in these 
day� is not merely on . probation 
work or what was formerly pro
bation work, merely on punishing 
or disciplining, but also on pre
ventive services, attempting to 
take care of the environment, 
etc. of persons who are likely to 
become delinquents. Therefore, 
the new concept is reflected in 
the addition of the word 11Wel
.f'\re ii.
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Mr. Benns The Government 
ought to be  congrlitulated on 
this improvement. I wonder what 
would be the functions of the 
Probation Hostel Warder, Pro
bation Hostel Assistant Warder 
and Probation Hostel Cook. Where 
are the se hostels? Since the 
Prime Minister is telling us that 
there is going to be an extension 
of the activities of the Pro
bation and Welfare Officers, what 
is going to happen to the other 
persons who were known as Social 
Welfare Officers? How will their 
work be integrated with comnunity 
development? 

cTbe Prime Miniaters  To 
answer the last question first, 
t,he persons who were formerly 
designated Social Welfare Offi
cers have now become Community 
Development Officers, and that 
was something that was done prior 
to 1965. 

Now the hostel is going to 
be provided by Government and you 
will have to have the officers 
for the hostel - warders, assis
tants, et c. There were some 
cases, in the past, where there 
was no place to which to send 
delinquents for supervision but 
the Essequibo Boys' School, which 
was not only very costly but not 
always suitable in particular 
cases. [Mr, Ram Karrau "What 
about the Botanic Gardens? 11] I 
have a menagerie in which I shall 
put my friend Mr. Ram Karran. 
Therefore, this not only saves 
money but provides somewhat 
superior surroundings to those 
previously provided in the Esse
quibo Boys' School. There is 
nothing ulterior about this. 

[Mr. Benns Is the hon. Prime 
�inister t�lling u s  that the 

Government is now going �o set up 
a hostel? 

The Priae Miaiaters Yes. 

Mr. Benns I cannot remember 
having seen such a proposal. 

The Prime Miniaters It would 
be in the Develo�men

.
t Plan as a 

captial item. This is conse
quential on capital expenditure. 

:l.40 p.m. 

The Claaira•t Page,. 

Esseqaibo Boys' School 

Mr. Lucks Item 9 - Ministry 
of Home Affairs - Essequibo Boys' 
School, 1 - Personal Emoluments, 
$5,000. You may recall that when
t:li.e vote for the Essequibo Boys' 
School was debated, I did draw 
the attention of the House to the 
disparity between the number of 
teachers and the number of offi
cers at th  i s a 11 e g e d Boy s  ' 
School. There were 19 so-called 
officers to 5 teachers. I see 
here that there is some attempt 
to re move  this imbalance and 
create posts for more teachers. 

First of all, I notice that 
the sum to be voted is still 
pitiably small. We have here at 
least 10 new posts for teachers 
with effect from 1st January, 
1966, and the sum to be voted is 
$5,000. I want this House to be 
assured that Prison Warders are 
not being christened and baptised 
as teacners. I want to make this 
point very clear; if we are going 
to move away from the concept of 
the "Essequibo Boys' Prison" to 
the Essequibo Boys' School, we 
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must move away from the officers 
who were in the prison. These 
officers should be precluded from 
being appointed as teachers now 
because it would be a disgrace to 
the concept of the profession of 
teaching for men who were in
volved in the prison itself to be 
now called teachers. This is the 
only explanation I could find why 
the 10 teachers to be appointed 
will cost only $5,000. A possi
ble explanation  is that the 
Prison Officers are to be bap
tised and christened as teachers, 
and this is not good at all. I

want some assurance to be given 
that this is not being done and 
that these positions will be 
advertised. 

Mr. Correia: The hon. Member 
will see that $77,599 was the 
amount originally provided. !he 
$5 ,000 is  to supplement the 
$77,599, 

M r. Luck: S urely, the 
Government should provide some
body who can understand. I have 
here the Capital and Current 
Estimates for 1966. We are told 
here that this vote of $5,000 is 
to provide for the following, 
with effect from 1st January, 
1966: 

4 Housemasters, each of whom 
would be getting in excess of 
$4,000 a year. 

2 Teache r s  on the s alary 
scale A25/A31, and that is 
equal to $3,600 _a year. 

4 Assistant Housemasters -
another f3, 000. 

Regrading t he post,s of Head
master and Deputy Headmaster 
higher up will cost $5,000 a 
year. 

I demand that the Government find 
somebody to. explain how 10 men, 
each of whom will be get ting 
$4,000 a year, will be getting 
$5,000 in all. The explanation 
probably is, as the hon. Mr .  
.Correia rightly pointed out, that 
there was a vote of $77,599 which 
inclu ded 19 officers, picked 
because of their strength and 
brutality, to be appointed as 
Officers to beat up the people 
there, 

I am saying that none of 
these men should be awarded the 
dignity of being called a teacher, 
a profession which the great 
Socrates and others·have followed. 
I hope some assurance is iiven 
b ecause I feel very strongly 
about this, and I believe, with 
all immodesty, that this thing 
h as been done on account  of 
criticisms raised in the House by 
the Hon. Dr. Ramsahoye and myself. 
You cannot have a.school with 19 
Officers and 5 Teachers. That is 
a boys' prison. But worse than 
that is the christening of a 
brute and calling him a teacher. 
I want some assurance that these 
4 Hou semasters and 2 Teachers 
will not be recruited from those 
19 Officers who are entirely 
witho ut qualification. 

lbe Prime Minister: I have 
noted that the hon. Member al
leged with some inaccuracy that 
this Government is more sensitive 
to individual criticism than its 
predecessor. I wish to remark, 
for the sake of the record, and 
to inform my hon. and learned 
Friend that this Government did 
not recruit a lot of brutes, it 
found them - if brutes t,hey are -
in office after his friends had 
been in office for 7 years. He 
might have, perhaps ,  shown a 
little more social sense. 
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The Housemasters, sir, a.re 
not merely going to beoteachers, 
but persons trained in relevant 
welfare work. So also will be 
the 2 Teachers. They will, in 
that way, be Officers·. There will 
be-Trade Instructors. In spite 
of the aspersions being cast by 
the hon. Member, there will be 
cases amongst t hose who were 
formerly called Of-ficers  of 
Prisons, wlio are capable -of being 
trained at the Technical Insti
tute as teachers to instruct the 
boys. Where they are not of 
proper material, they will not be 
Trade Instructors. If, amongst 
the Officers at the moment there 
are p ersons who are capable , 
after c:training at the Technical 
Institute or any such institution, 
of becoming suitable persons to 
be Trade Instructors, naturally 
the opportunity will be available 
to them. But the intention is 
not merely to rechristen Officers 
This Government , unlike its pre
decessor, does not appoint crimi
nals as ffeadmasters of schools. 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS., LANDS AND 

MINES 

Miscellaneous 

Mr. Ram Karrant Item No. 11 
- Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Mines, 3 - Miscellaneous, $1,000.
This amount has gone up 100 per
cent and it is stated in the note
th at an amou n t  o f  $400 has
already been advanced from the
Contingencies Fund. As I under
stand it, miscellaneous expendi
ture is for things such as toilet
paper, and so on. I wonder if we
have gone up 100 per cent in the
toilet paper Industry?

Mr. Correiaa There again, I 
have to excuse the hon. Member. 

Miscellaneous covers everything
mi scellaneous in  the Forest 
Department, for instance, paper,
sandpaper, ink, stationery and a 
multitude of things. 

Mr. Bahharda To a. point of 
order! The Hon. Minister should 
not mislead us. He comes here 
and tells us that Miscellaneous 
covers stationery. 

Mr. Cerreiaa I am surprised 
to hear the hon. Member referring 
to Miscellaneous 8.$ toilet paper. 

2.!JJ p.m. 

The CJurin•: Page 4. 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS, LANDS 

AND MINES 

Super intendents of Works 

Mr. Ru Karras With refer
ence to Item 14, 37 - Ministry of 
Works and Hydraulics, 1 � Person
al Emoluments $2,413,949,  the 
note states: "To provide with 
effect from 1st July, 1966; for 
the creation of (a.) four (4) 
posts of 'Senior Superintendents 
of Works' on Scale A7: $5,136� 
$6,336 oer annum in �ubstitution 
for four (4) posts of 'E�eers' 
on Scale A4: $4,656 - $71776 per
annum I • When certain Members of 
this House were in the Opposition 
they used to talk their heads off 
about the need for skills and 
t rained people to do tihe work. 
Today, in an independent Guyana, 
they come to this House as the 
Government an� say that they are 
going to substitute for four posts 
of Engineers four Senior Superin
tendents of Works. The tit le 
"Superintendent of Works" 11ay 
sound impressive to soae people, 
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but I hope that the hon. Minister, 
or whoever speaks on the other 
side of the House, will not try 
to bamboozle people by making 
them believe that a Superinten
dent of Works is anything higher 
than a skilled technician. 

W e  ca nnot expe riment at  
this sta g e  of  our c ountry's 
de v,.e lop m e n t if we h ope t o  
go fo rward.'! hope that the 
Government does not wish to delay 
the development of Guyana by re
moving from the Estimates En
gineers and substituting Senior 
Superintendents of Works in their 
places. There can be no excuse 
for this, and I hope that the 
Government will give us more 
in for mation regarding this 
matter. 

The Minister of Works and 
Hyclraalic• (Mr. Kasim): Due to 
the shortage of Engineers and the 
additionaJ. l'ftl:ric now placed on the 
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics, 
we have had to remove certain 
Engineers in the districts and 
put them to work on the Atkinson 
Field/Mackenzie Road, That is 
why we are creating these posts. 

Mr. Ra larrans l have never 
heard anything like that. Because 
of the shortage of Engineers and 
the need to t,ransfer them from 
the fixed Establishment, or from 
the Department to certain other 
important jobs, we are taking the 
backward step of removing from 
our Estimates a number of posts 
for Engineers and substituting 
for them posts of Senior Superin
tendents of Works. If they hold 
the Higher National Certificates 
they are Engineers. If it is the 
in tention to remove four En
gi neers and baptise them �y 
putting them in a lower category, 

then I would like to know the 
·reason fof so doing. You have a
number of people in training who
are now Higher National Certifi
cate holders and they are Engi
neers.

I wonder whether the Govern
ment would wish to withdraw this 
Item until it can tell us some
thing sensible about the matter? 
This Government can have no ex
cuse whatsoever for removing from 
the Estimates four Engineers and 
replacing them by Senior Superin
tendents of Works. Let us keep 
the Engineers. 

Mr. Hubbard: Before tl!e hon. 
Minister rises to attempt a reply, 
I would like to point out that 
the Senior Superintendent of 
Works will be given a higher 
starting salary than the Engi
neers who are being removed. I am 
wondering whet. her this is a de
vice for providing increments 
without going through. t..he whole 
process of regradipg of salaries. 
Here the starting salary is high
er although it is a shorter grade. 
The Engineer goes on to a much 
larger maximum salary , but he 
begins at a lower salary. I must 
say that, if all of our coastal 
schemes are to be placed in the 
hands of a man who gives us thf 
kind of ridiculous explanation 
offered by t. be Minister of Work!' 
and Hydraulics, I tremble fo1 
t1his country. 

Mr. Kasim: My hon. Friend 
knows what he is thinking of, and 
that is  why he is trembling. 
These Engineers have practical 
experience; they are working in 
t he Minis try, and they  hold 
Highe r National Certificates, 
They do not have their Associate 
Certificates. 
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Mr. Baa Karrn1 I cannot sit 
here and allow the hos. Minister 

· to mislead this house and the
country. If, as he says, these
gentlemen hold Higher National
Certificates, then it is.obvious
that they are Engineers. There
are two methods in the training
o f  Engi neers: one is an  ap
p rent.ice  ship system where the
trainee works under a qualified
Engineer in an approved school
for 7 years. He obtains his
ordinary National Certificate and
t hen  moves on to the Higher
National Certificate, after which
he is allowed to take his Associ
ate membership examination. The
other course of trainin� is at a
Univlrsity leading up to the
B.Sc. degree.

If the Minister says that the 
gentlemen who are working at the 
Ministry hold Higher National 

A
.certificates' then I have no 

r alternative b ut to move that 
the Head be increased to 8 Engi-
neers instead of 4 Engineers in 
substitution for the 3 Senior 
Superintendents of Works. No 
Engineer in the �inistry of Works 
and Hydraulics or in any Ministry 
in this country should be re
ferred to as a Senior Superin
tendent of Works. I formally 
move that the 4 posts be increas-
ed to 8, in order to give the 
.Minister an opportunity to call 
J.hese people by their accredited
names.

3 p.m. 

Mr. Hubbard: I will support 
the hon. Member, Mr. Ram Karran, 
on this, The Minister tells us 
that the Superintendent of Works 
is an engineer, someone who holds 
the Higher National Certificate. 
I do not know whether the Minister 
will categorically declare that 

every person whom he proposes to 
appoint as a Superintendent of 
Works will have a certificate at 
the level of the certificate re
quired for an engineer, or will 
h ave  the B.S c .  whi c h  is an 
equivalent qualification. 

The Superintendent of Works 
is to start at a higher salary 
than the engineer. I am begin
ning to think that some persons 
are prepared to be called 11Super
intendent of Works 11

, although 
they are engineers, in order to 
receive a higher starting salary 
and that the Minister, instead of 
being frank with this House and 
with the Public Service and the 
country, is coming to this House 
and employing devious means for 
regrading people without declar
ing that he is doing so. 

There appear to be persons 
with equal qualifications who are 
in the same grade. This post of 
1
1 Superintendent of Works 11 is in
tended not to provide cover for 
starting one set of engineers at 
a higher salary than another set 
of engineers. It is provided for 
a different purpose altogether.
I want the Minister to tell us 
cat,egorically that every person 
who is going to be appointed, or 
has been appointed, will or has 
been a person possessing a Higher 
National Certificate in Civil 
Engineering or Mechanical Engi
neering as the case may be, 

If  such a person is to be 
appointed, or has already been 
appoint,ed, then I hope we will 
know.what the situation is. I 
think this is an engineer's post 
and should be so st.ated, 

Mr. Kasim1 There are two 
persons in that category and we 
are expecting to appoint two more. 
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Mr. Hubbard: I want a cate
gorical statement. 

The O.airman: If the Minist.er 
do es not mak e  a categorical 
statement what can you do about 
it? P age 6. 

MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Mr. Raa Karran: May I ask 
the hon. Minister of Finance, 
ac ting, to t,ell us what is a 
"Principal Administrative Offi
ce r" as described on page 6, 
paragraph ( c). 

[The acting Minister of Finance 
(Ur. Correia) offered no replyJ 

The Chairman: I am moving 
from page 6. 

Mr. Ram Karran: As usual, 
the hon. Minister cannot give an 
explanation. A large number of 
posts are being created under 
this Head, Ministry of Housing 
and Reconstruction. The persons 
who were employed in the former 
Ministry of Labour, Health and 
Housing, ought to be adequate, 
with perhaps a few additions, to 
t,ake care of this new Ministry of 
Housing and Reconstruction. 

I have no quarrel with the 
Government for employing people. 
In fact, it is a good thing. Is 
there no explanation, however, 
for this wholesale c�eation of 
posts, for the wholesale regrad
ing of staff, ;;hich we have found 
in this Schedule? 

Under pressure from the hon. 
Members who once sat on this side 
of the House, I have repeatedly 
said that it is a dangerous thing 

t.o attempt to regrade t,he Public
Service ptecemeal. Only recently
a Commission was appointed t�
in vestigate salaries in the
Public Service, and went into the
matter in great detail.· It is
t;rue that the present Government
has more or less rejected the
decisions of the last Government
with respect to superscales and
ha s ac cepted the G uillebaud
recommendations, but even this
acceptance does not justify what
we see here.

What is the explanation? 
Someone ought to rise and tell us 
what is the explanation for all 
th is regra ding and  for  the 
creation of new posts wh4\ch we 
see in this Schedule six months 
after the Estimates were present
ed, It is certainly not good for 
le gislators to come here and 
regrade salaries, because anoma
lies are created and in the long
ru n more dissatisfaction is 
created in the Public Service, 

The Prime Minister has not 
yet turned grey. I do not. know 
whether he has a headache, but 
there is a bit of advice I would 
like to give him. I advise the 
members of the Government not to 
regrade posts in order to satisfy 
their personal friends. Let 
regrading be based on some prin
ciple so that the enUre Public 
Service will be satisfied and all 
public servants will work to t1he 
best of t,heir ability. 

Mr. Correia: This is not a 
regrading of posts. rhis is a 
completely new Ministry, the 
Ministry of Housing and Recon
struction. If the hon. Member 
would look at the Schedule he  
would see that completely new 
st aff was required for the  
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Minister.· And if the hon. Member 
would go further andclook at the 
last paragraph on page 6 he would 
see that 11t his expenditure will 
be offset by savings from the 
Personal Emoluments vote of the 
Heads shown above 11 • 

Page 7. 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

Special Visits and 

External Conferences 

Mr. Luck: Item 19  is a 
rather extraordinary Item inas
much as $75,000 was voted for the 
entfre year and now, before six 
months of the year have elapsed, 
the sum of $93,000 has been spent 
on special visits and representa
tion at External Conferences. 

This Government has boasted 
that it does not work by 11Guess
timates 11. One wonders what sort 
of estimate was this when $75,000 
was voted for the whole year and 
not six months have passed �nd 
the sum of $93,000 has already 
been spent. You will notice, Mr. 
Speaker, that the previous vote 
was $75,000 and we are told in 
the note that $18,000 was spent 
in addition to the $75,000. I 
have been going throug h in my 
mind the number of visits in
volved. 

3.10 p.m. 

We are a poor country and we 
go abroad begging for aid. There 
are two ways of getting aid, One 
j s : : ,e cheap and demagogic way of 
raising the scare of terrorism 
and communism in Guyana, Another 
way of getting aid fro; worthy 
Governments would be to project 
the image of a country that is 

hard working, that is frugal, 
that is striving to create a uood 
life for all. But I apprehend 
t hat t he scale o n  which the 
representatives of this Govern
m ent live abro ad must induce 
o ther countrie s to feel th�t
these fellows come from a very
wealthy country, and so they are
unable to project the sort of
impression, as I have indicated,
which would lead to some assist
ance being given.· This Govern
ment feels impelled to raise the
scare of terrorism, communism and
emergency.

I should like  to severely 
criticise the members of this 
Gov�rnment for th ese expenses 
because they are leading this 
country to grave difficulties in 
human relations. How can you 
spend, in all conscience, $93,000 
on a handful of people for a few 
days? Mr. Chairman, as an old 
tieacher, you must know that not 
only do we have to loo k at the 
number of men, but we have to 
look at the number of days. I 
want to believe that the sum of 
$93,000, which has already been 
spent on External Conferences, 
represeats an expenditure, per 
person, in excess of $300 per dav 
It is very easy to see that 
$93,000 works out to $300 per day 
for 310 days, and if ten of them 
went it would be 31 days. I am 
positive that the sum already 
s pent fo r re presenta tion at 
External Conferences amounts to 
more than $300  per person per 
day. This is even more than is 
spent by much wealthier countries. 

Surely, the se expenses are 
too much for a country where men 
are being laid off daily because 
of lack of funds. To day, 183
transport workers are out of jobs,
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and that is a small part of the 
matter. $150,000 per year would 
mean permanent employment for at 
l east - if  t hey we re to b e  
employed in agriculture, accord
ing to the figures of Professor 
Arthur Lewis - 100 men, and if 
they have large families, it 
would mean happiness for at least 
500 people.· When the object of 
their trip is to beg for aid, who 
do our envoys impress when they 
spend $300 per da.y? Just as a 
prudent householder, from a most 
humanitarian point of view, must 
take a dim view of a beggar who 
is well clothed and apparently 
w ell fed ,  so t he wealt hier 
counL:ries must look askance at 
those representatives of poor 
countries who go to beg for aid, 
spending $300 per day. 

If this vote is passed, six 
months are still left to run on 
only $57,000 and I want to wager 
that, on the October Conference 
alone, if  $15,000 is to be spent 
on hospil,ality expenses, at least 
S30,000 must be spent on the hon. 
Prime Minister, his Dopas and 
advisers, and nothing will be 
left. Three months from now we 
will be asked to  vote another 
$75,000. I will move the dele
tion of this Item when it comes 
np,: I do not say that the se 
visits should not proceed. I do 
not say that we must not send 
representatives abroad, nor do I 
say that when we send representa
tives abroad they must be harried 
f rom one Y.M.C.A. host el to 
a nother. For myself, I have 
lived in a Y.M.C.A. hostel and 
nothing is wrong with that, But 
where w ill it end? Six months 
have not passed and $93,000 has 
been spent - $300 per person per 
day. 

I shou ld l ike the hon . 
Minister t�give us some indica
tion of the number of men, days 
and conference$ that are involved 
in the sum of $93,000 which has 
already been spent. 

Mr. 8ubbard1 Before the 
Minister rise� to reply, I wish 
to draw a tt ent ion to :.;he way this 
n?te is prepared.: The note pre
:71ously stated: 11Voted provision 
1nadequatek owing to t.he great 
number of conferences to be at
tended by Members of Parliament 
and Government Officers.·11 Then 
the word II great 11 was taken out 
and the words 11 increase in" were 
substituted to make it look a 
little better. The 1966 esti
mates came before the previous 
House and were passed in April of 
this vear. Three J110nths have not 
yet elapsed. At the time they 
were presented, although I deemed 
the then Budget an Interim Budget, 
the Government led us to believe 
that it was satisfied that the 
provisions were adequate. 

The members of this Govern
ment cannot say that they did not 
expect to get Independence be
cause that was a settled matter 
and they knew that they would 
have a number of additional com
mitments in consequence of Inde
pendence, In less than three 
months they have come here to ask 
for 100 per cent increase in this 
vote, and they tell us that they 
have already spent a portion of 
t he amount that they are no,; 
asking for. 

I support the demand of mv 
hon. and learned Friend Mr. Lucl: 
that the Minister should give us 
some indication as to what these 
Conferences have been costing us 
per person. For instance, the 
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Minister of Economic !)evelopment 
(Mr.: Thomas) has gone to Formosa 
to look at the development of 
industry which pays fifty cents 
per day for skilled laborlr, and 
he is trying to translate those 
conditions there. Of course, he 
gets there and beats the anti
co mmunist drum. We now have 
Ministers-travellini with their 
secretaries - I do not know if 
their wives travel with them as 
well - and they are even being 
accompanied by Members of Parlia
ment who ar e not attached to 
their Ministries in any way.: 

3.20 p.m. 
C 

We want to know, bearing in mind 
the retrenchment that is taking 
place - some of it is in the open 
:- what spending money is given to 
each of these men whom they are 
sending abr:oad on junkets, 

Mr. Correia: Before I answer 
. the two hon. Members on this Head

1

I should like to E ell the hon .. 
Member who referred to the dis
charge of 300 tra.nsp'ort workers -

. Mr. Hubbard: No number was 
mentioned in this House.· 

Mr, Correia: The workers who 
were put off by the Transport and 
Harbours Department were workers 
who were employed in development 
programmes. Carpenters, masons, 
and so on, were employed, but 
since we did not have any more 
development programmes, they had 
to be laid off until we commence 
our Development Programme for 
1966. 

Mr,: Dubbardt I should like, 
be for e  the hon.· Member· - -
[Interruption.] 

Mr, Correiat I am on the 
Floor.. There are many factors 
which led to the increase of this 
Head. For instance, the change 
of status of the country; visits 
to the United Nations, visits to 
the United Kingdom in connection 
with the change of status of the 
�ountry and visits in connection 
with our 1966-1972 Programme. 
Because of the increase in the 
number of visits the amount was 
not enough. We have, therefore, 
come to the House for an ·increase 
of $75.000. The sum of $18,000 
has already been spe.nt. 

Mr, Luck: The hon. Member 
has not properly directed himself 
to my question. I should like to 
know how many persons. Is it not 
true to say that this $93,000 
works out on an average to $300 
per person per day? The point.1 I 
am making is that this is extrava
gance, · I am not saying that the 
visits should not have been made. 

Mr, Correia: I did not go 
inlp the  mathematics  of the  
question. The trip by the Minis
ter of Economic Development and 
Mr. C. Chan-A-Sue was paid for bv 
the ·Taiwan Government and not by 
this Government. 

Mr,·Bubbard: I wish to chal
lenge something that the hon. 
Minister said here.· It is not 
the first time tha{ a Minister 
has come here and told us what is 
not true. The hon, Minister told 
us that the persons who have been 
dismissed or retrenched from the 
Transport and Harbours Department 
have all been per�ons who were 
connected with development pro
grammes.· But some of these men 
were employees from the Workshop 
Department and were not in any 
way connected with any develop
ment programme. The workshop is 
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not a part of t he extension of 
the wharf. When the Xinisters 
come here we expect them to tell 
us the truth .: I hop e  that 
the hon.· Minister of Communica
tions will tell us t he truth 
and reveal wh at is actually 
taking place with reg!2:rd to-that
matter. ·· 

I think that the Minister is 
a very hard-headed businessman 
because he cannot understand what 
is put to him. What we want to 
];now, sir, is how much per head 
was the cost. We do nol know how 
Many persons have gone and how 
mnch was spent for each person, 

Mr. Correia : The amount 
spent includes the cost of civil 
servants in their official capac
ity travelling with Ministers. 

Mr, Lall: Your Honour, it is 
regrettable to see --

The Cha i r m a n  I Are you 
speaking on the same Item? 

Mr, Lall: Yes, Your Honour. 
It is regrettable to see that 
tl1is Government is asking for 
more money to go on trips abroad, 
while in Guyana workers are being 
retrenched every day. In the 
Corentyne the other daJ, we saw 
that 83 road workers were re
trenched. In Georgetown and its 
environs, we saw that police
men were hounding poor people who 
cannot get work, taking away 
radio 11 shells II and saying that 
the." were not paying licences. 
Over 1,800 people were charged. 
I wonder if this is the wa,· the 
Government intends --

� 

The Otairman: That is not on 
this Item. 

Mr, Lall: Yes, Your Honour. 
The poorer•c1asses are suffering. 
Workers are being retrenched. 
Policemen are hounding the poor 
people who do not have as much as 
a meal per day. I am trying to 
show how this Government is wast
ing the taxpayers' money. It 
is unbelievable! Within six 
months $93,000 has been expended 
for passages abroad, My friend 
the hon. Mr.· Luck said it· is
costing the taxpayers of Guyana 
$300 per man per day. It seems 
as though cognac and whiskey in 
these hotels were flowing like 
the w ater of Niagara Falls while 
the Prime Minister was telling 
the people to eat less, .sleep 
less, and work harder. How can 
you run a country like this? I 
am advising the members of the 
Government to cut this amount by 
half and let thew see how they 
can tighten their belts when they 
go abroad, so that some of the 
money they spend lavishly abroad 
could be used tn help the poor 
Guyanese people at home. 

3.30 p.m. 

My advice to the Government 
is that it should do something to 
help these people. Do not ask 
people to eat less., sleep less, 
and then when you go abroad you 
spend the poor people's money as 
vou like, You must show a better 
example by spending half of what 
you are spe n ding now. I am 
asking that this expenditure be 
reduced by half the amount . 

The Prime Minister: There 
has been a certain amount of 
politicking in this matter, and 
it is absolutely necessary, when ,..expenditure like this is being 
discussed in this House� that 
hon. Members should know that, 
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as an independen t cou ntry, 
we will have things l]Q{e the Com
monwealth Prime Ministers Confer
ence, w hicb will  h av e  to be 
attended by.the Prime Minister. 
There are certain international 
bodies like the W.H.O. and I.L.O. 
of which we are now full members. 
There is al so another inter
nationaf-body, F.A.O. The ex
penses we  incur in attending 
these conferences are part of the 
consequences of our achieving 
independence and membership of 
these b odies,· There is little 
point in accepti� membership� if 
you are not prepared on certain 
occasions to be represented at 
meetings and conferences. 

As a result of our attending 
these conferences, in m any in
stances we are likely to receive 
benefits wh ic h acc rue to the 
various countries - benefits not 
only by  way of technical assist
ance, but also by way of exposure 
which our expert officers get 
when attending, and exposure 
which can result in an apprecia
tion of new·techniques, The 
knowledge gained by our officers 
can be applied in the c arrying 
out of their tasks in Guyana. I 
appreciate t.he fact. that_ members 
of the Opposition must say some
thing. I was sitting on th at 
side of the Table some time ago, 
and I m ay ha v e  to sit there 
ag ain, b ut t here is a certain 
point at which a sense of IBSpon
sibility or realism is necessary. 
Abs_ol utel y  imm ateria l is the 
question of r adio licences. I do 
not know to whom my hon.: Friend 
wa s referring or  seeking to 
appeal - certainly not the Gal
lery, because, try as he may, he 
wi ll n ot get 1/100 o f  those 
votes.: He will have to go to the 
Corentyne and make his appeal. 

There are a number of my t.rade 
union friend� who will be going 
to Peking, Cuoa and so on shortly 
and it is useless t alking un
necessarily. 

Mr. Lucks Having listened to 
the hon. Prime Minister, one must 
wonder whetl1er this .. sum now being 
voted will be sufficb,nt. The • 
Prime Minister has given us a 

l ist of the Conferences which 
have been attended and will have 
to be attended, but tpe $93,000 
involved does not include some of 
t:1e thinp"3 he has enumerated. 
Th ere fore, si nee the su m o f  
$57,000 remains and a l o t  of 
Co nferen ces a re still to be 
attended, the point I am m aking 
is that I hope this is the last 
time I will have to vote for this 
money with blood in ·my eyes. The 
Prime Minister and his friends 
must spend less and live on a 

less lavish scale when they go 
abroad. 

We hear all sorts of stories 
.about money being spent at hotels 
costing $100 a day for the room 
alone. I have heard from persons 
who were present that suppers 
costing hundreds of dollars have 
been given for a m an and his 
friends, We on this side of the 
House urge the Government to cut 
out this lavish spending of the 
!,�payers' money. I urge the hon. 
Prime Minister to lead the way by 
foregoing the luxury of having 
two first-class plane tickets for 
himself alone whenever he goes 
abro ad. 

The Prime Ministers I think 
the hon. Member ought to be in
formed that I take one first
class pl ane ticket for myself 
alone, and I have always travel
led by that facility. 
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Mr. Hubbardt I would have 
ap pre ciated the hon. P rime 
�inister' s statement if he were 
presenting the annual Estimates, 
Dut there is not one word that he 
spoke which was not known to his 
Cabinet and to the office of the 
Minister of Finance at t�e time 
that the Estimates were prepared, 
because provision was set aside 
to take care of this matter since 
November, I remember charging 
that we were having presented to 
ns an Int.erim Budget, and here is 
proof of it. The hon. Prime 
�1inister has come to us and put 
forward all the arguments which 
the hon. :Hoister of Finance, if 
he had dealt with this matter, 
would have taken into considera
tion when he arrived at a figure 
which he inserted in the ordinary 
recurrent Estimates. 

Today,  le ss  t ha n  three 
months after the hon. Minister of 
Finance came here, the hon.· Prime 
Minister is asking us to take 
into consideration ques tions 
which we must presume the Minis
ter of Finance had already t.aken 
into account in arriving at his 
figures, I do not think that 
this is a sati�factory state of 
affairs. I feel that the rights 
of the Opposition should be pre
served, and I think that we have 
a right to know what it is cost
ing this country per person for 
t,he persons who have been on the 
visits which have so far taken 
place, I also feel that we 
should have more information on 
the Estimates before us today, 

I would urge Your Honour to 
insist upon the Minister supply
ing us with the necessary infor
mation. He has his circumlocu
tion officers at his command; 
they have the information and 

lhey can present the figures, I 
am asking•you t;o preserve our 
rights. 

The Chairmant If. the Minis
ter is not. in a position to give 
you the information which you 
require, or if he refuses to 
giv e you infor matio�, th ere 
is noth ing th at can be  done 
about it.· If he volunteers 
the answ�r all wiil be well 
and goo d, b ut if he refuses 
to answer I cannot compel him to 
do so. It is a question for him. 
I think I heard tbe hon. Prime 
Minister say, during the course 
of his remarks earlier this even
ing, that it is not possi�e to 
divulge certain information. 

Mr. Correia: If  the hon. 
Me mbe r  wants a n  answer to a 
question like th at, he mu,st put 
it in writing. 

Mr. Hubbard: I appreciate 
the hon. Minister of Conununica
tions' invitation to put the 
Question on p aper. 

3. 40 p. m.

We did that during the whole
of the last Session and we did 
not get any Answers. Over 100 
questjons remain unanswered. 

The Chairman: That is not 
coJTect.· Answers have been forth
coming this afternoon. It  is not 
possible in every case for an 
answer to be given to you. 

Mr. Hubbard: If the Minister 
does not wish to answer I would 
like him to make a categorical 
statement that he refuses. 

The C hair man: P a ge 8. 
[After a pause] Page 9. 
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MINISTRY OF EDUC�TION AND 

RACE RELATIONS 

Regrading of Salary Scales for 

Instructors 

Mr, Ram Karran1 I would like 
to re fer to Item 26. The note 
reads: 

"To provide with effect from 
1st Jan uary, 1966, for the 
regrading of the posts of 
'Instructors' from Scale A26/ 
A 10 to Scale A26/A21/Al0." 

I do not u nderstand what this 
mean s. [Interruption] The hon. 
Member, Mr. Joaquin, who can only 
speak whe n he is sitting, says it 
is a b ar, b ut i n  th e P u bl i c  
Service certain sig ns are used to 
indicate bars and increments. It 
seems to m e  f r om t h i s  t h a t  
certain people have been demoted. 
In any case , I think it deserves 
an exp lanation. 

Earlier, when I was complain
ing about regrading on an ad ho.c

basis, th e hon. Mi nister s aid 
that he did not see any cases of 
regrading. I would like to draw 
his attention to th is page. The 
whole page deals with regrading 
officers in th e Public Service. 

The Minister of Labour (Hr. 
Merriman): There are three dif
ferent grades, A26, A21 and A�O 
There is no question of demotion 
at all. If anything, there would 
be up grading. 

Mr, Ram Karran: Will the 
hon. Mi nister exp lain what the 
symbols mean? 

Mr, Merriman: Scale A26 to 
3c.:a.le A20 to Scale A10. There 
are three sets of Scales here. 

The Oiairman: Page 10, 

Mr, Ram Karren: The hon . 
Membe r , M r • H u b  bott r d  , s p o k e 
earlier about the fact that the 
Estimates were presented only in 
April and a few months later we 
are presented with a Schedule for 
additi onal p rovisio n .  I am 
particularly concerned about Item 
3, Div isi on XIV, Mi nistry o f  
Works and Hydraulics. I propose 
to sp eak on it. 

Mr- Luck: I would like to 
speak on Item 2. 

Mr. Ra Karran: I would like 
to give way to my hon. Frie n d. 

MINIS TRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

Independence Celebrations 

Mr, Luck: I want to believe 
that Item 2 on page 10 represents 
a flagrant abuse of the processes 
of this House. 

Mr, Correia 1  Be fore the 
Hember s p eaks I should like to 
make a slight corre ction , The 
number of the sub-head should be 
21 not 20. 

Mr, Luck1 Than k you. I have 
already all uded to the fact that 
this is a p oor cou ntry. The 
total nat ional budge t is much 
below $100 million. Some time 
ago th e Gover n m e nt u s e d  its 
majority in this House to pa�s an 
allocation of $750,000 for Inde
pende nce u nder Item 21, Details 
of Capital Expenditure, Miscel
laneous. The actual expenditure 
in 1964 was $564. The Govern
ment was very kind to give us a 



'1.79 Approval of 24TH JUNE, 1966 Financial Paper 28 

[MR. LUCK] 

note at the time on this expendi
ture,· The note stated, ''to pro
vide for the Indepe ndence Cele
brations". 

We are all busy men, I sup
pose, and .. we a:re here to protect 
the taxpayers' money and to sub
ject to pu blic scrut i ny and 
debate the Government's expendi
ture, Not so lon,q; ago the sum of 
$750,000 was t o  be sp ent a nd 
absolutelv no information was 
provid ed vt o m em b er s  o f  t he 
Opposition and to hon. Members on 
this side of the House. 

Here again we s ee the sorry 
spectacle of a Government wh ich 
boasts of co nsultative democracv 
and yet comes and makes a mockery 
of the whole processes of this 
Parliament, The Government is 
now a sking for $850,000 and the 
only e x p la n at ion th at it h as 
deigned to give is similar to the 
explanation given when H last 
sought money for Independence 
Celebrations. 

All hon. Members must have 
been.most annoyed at the lack of 
proper preparations for the Inde
pendence Celebrations.· I main
tain here, wit hout any fear of 
contradiction, that the financial 
arrangements for the Independence 
Celebrations, which involved the 
expenditure of $1,600,000, were 
in greater confusion than the 
,iebacle over the invitations, 

This Item will be passed be
cause the hon. P rime M inister 
boasts that it will be passed. 
Dut how can we be said to be dis
charging our duties as guardians 
of the interests of the people 
when $1,600,000 is being spent 
and no explanation is given other 

than t he .,,or d "Independence"<?, 
The word "Independence" holds no 
magic for me or for anybody, It 
is not a magical word. Under the 
guise of "Independence Celebra
tions" the Governmen t  c annot 
throw away $1,600,000,

• Thi s Hous e is entitled to
know how this money was spent, 
The manner of  voting is well 
known, All that the Members have 
to do to keep their jobs is to 
vote properly. That is not the 
way to discharge our duties, It 
is a perversion of the co_ncept of 
Parliament that a sum exceeding 2 
per cent of the national J.ncome 
should be spent and not a single 
detail placed before this House, 

At the time the Budget was 
presented I asked for details 
under the provision of $750,000
for the Independence Celebrations, 
It might have been argued that it 
would be extremely difficult, due 
to the pressure of time to item
ise the details of this expendi
ture, but this money has now been 
spent. I would wager any amount 
of money that if tpe papers were 
put  b efore me  in  one night I 
would be able to present to any
body some rough estimate as to 
how the money was spent. 

3.50 p. m. 

In round figures, si nce t h e  
amount is $1,600,000, I would 
have been accurate to t'h.e nearest 
$10,000. The whole process of 
this Parliament is a farce. Large 
sums are appropriated without a 
single word of explani.tion. 

-It is a fact that the arrange
ments for the Independence Cele
brations; fell down very badly, 
This is known to this cowi..ry and 
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t.o the whole world, cinvitations
went out improperly. I am posi
tive that the financial arrange
ments were even worse. As you
k now , invitations to the mos t
important functions were s ub
sequently found in the drawers of
officers. What about the money?
How do you prese:r... the facade of
a Parliament when so much money,
from out of so little, is spent
witjhout a single word of explana
tion? On page 55 of the Current
and Capital Estimates for t he
year 1966 - Subhead 21 - Inde
pendence - the legend states: "To
provide for the Independence
Celebrations." And this Govern-

c ment has the impudence to come
before this House and ask for an
additional sum of $850,000 and
just say: "Voted provision proved
inadequate".

Row can we, in all conscience, 
be said to be exercising any con
trol over the expenditure in this 
country when $1,600,000 is spent 
and not a single word of explana
ti on is given? I received a 
serious shock today. It will be 
contrary to my most deeply held 
convictions for me to say that I 
believe in parliamentary democra
cy but it. will be equally t,rue to 
say that, in spite of many reasons 
to do the opposite, I came here 
to trv to contribute to t.he 
establishment of some sort of de
mo cr a tic and  parliament ary 
Go vernment. 

There are very many good and 
weighty reasons why I ought not 
to have come here, but I came out 
ot' some s�111se of duty and out of 
some inunodest belief that I may 
be able to contribute, sensibly, 
to a growing dialogue between the 
Government and the Opposition. 
To ask ·for $1,600,000 without a 

single word of explanat;ion is to 
be discourteous not only to the 
Opposition but it is to be insult
ing to the very Members opposite, 
who are here - as Gilbert said -
only to vote for their salaries, 
Is this the re�l p urpose of a 
Parliament? If ·the two-party 
system is going to lead to t�is 
perversity of a Parliament, then 
it ought. to be abolished, 

This vote will not be the end 
of the matter. As everyone knows, 
most of the chauffeurs have not 
been paid. The waiters have not 
been paid. If.you hold a dance, 
or even if you run a fair - t.he 
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Finance (Mr. Too
Chung ) knows about t.his - 'bills 
come in several months after. 
What about a big affair like the 
Independence Celebrations? Is 
the Government going to say that 
this is all it is going to ask 
for? Surely, the Government can
not say this. It will come for 
more, There are many matters on 
which I have to take serious con
sideration because I did not come 
here to be told that $2 million 
is t,o be spent and not a word of 
explanation is given. I would 
not lend my presence to such a 
farce, and this is farcical.. 

I will tell you the total of 
the Budget in one moment. As I 
said, if you spend $10, I would 
think it is well spent; I would 
not argue on it. In the Budget 
Debate, I would hardl y argue, 
unless on a matter of principle, 
on an amount under $10,000, but 
surely, one must argue on an 
amount of $2 million. I insist 
that some accounting must be 
given. How is this money to be 
accounted for'! I would think 
that an. audito r would find this 
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thing scandalous. How could you 
say that the appropriation under 
this Item was overspent? I really 
wanL. to know how this vote was 
checked, Who controls it? Did 
they have items and allocation of 
funds? Sue� was the confusion 
during the Independence Celebra
tions that one may assume that 
the members of the Government did 
none of th�,se Lhings, but by now 
they must have had their bills. 
People-have been paid, They must 
kn ow how this money was s pent. 

In Peking, if used well - as 
all monev is there well used -
L.his amo·unt of $850,000 would
have been able to build five
large factories, Havin g got
S750,000, this Government now
comes for $850,000 and we are not
told a single word, not even to
the nearest $10,000, Did the
State Hall cost $100,000? How do 
we check up on this money? Are we
not, as �Iembers of this Assembly,
t.o know about these matters? We
ought to know because, by know
ing, we would have a means of 
con�rol l in g , and  I want to 
believe - and I say it with the 
11t100st gravity - that the reasons 
why a very full and ample state
ment --

Assembly resumed. 

Mr. Speaker: This sitting is 
suspended for half an hour. 

Suspended accordingly at 4 p. m. 

4.3f. p.m.

nn resumption 

\Ir. Luck: .H the suspension 
I was saying that t.he failure of 

the GoverDment to give any de
tails of this vast expenditure, 
might give one the impression, 
not only that there were many _ir
re gularitie s in  connection 
wi th th e e x p en di t u re , b u t  
th at these irregularities 
were condoned and connived at, 
:)tr. deGroot1 "Cite a case,"] 
I am called upon to cite a case. 
The hon. Member w ho asked me to 
cite a case knows that furniture, 
cutlery, beds, and other things 
were supplied to dozens of indi
viduals. He also knows that none 
of these items have been returned 
from whence they came. Are the 
tax�ayers of this country to be 
saddled with the cost of p�vid
ing beds, linen, Dunlovillo mat
tresses, and so on? �1y under
standing in this natter is that 4 
sheets were supplied for each 
bed. I know  of a case where 
three beds were supplied and that 
would mean 12 sheets were sup
plied. None of these have been 
returned. 

As a hember of this House, I 
call urgently on the Government 
either to supply det,oails of this 
ex penditure, or what is even 
better, to order a public inquiry 
into this matter and the expbr
diture of funds on the Indepen
dence Celebrations. What hap
pened to that $1,600,000 staggers 
the imagination. 

4.40 p.m.

lne Prime Minister! The hon . 
Member really does not understand 
the procedure. Now the sum of 
$1.6 million does appear here. 
There was a senior civil servant 
who was the accounting officer. 
The accounts will have to be sub
mitted, which in turn will have 
to be audited, th e report on 
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which will be avai.18,ble to the 
Public Accounts Committee for 
examination, If  my hon. and 
learned Friend had even a passing 
association wit h Government or 
any big organisation, he would 
not at the moment expect detailed 
accounts,: 

Let us also note illlllediately 
that a substantial amount, which 
I cannot at the moment point out, 
was capital expenditure. For 
instance, money has been spent on 
floodlights, landscaping of the 
the National Park, the p repara
tion of the Open Air Theatre 
where we had one of the most 
sp le�did artistic performances 
ever seen in the Caribbean. Of 
cour se, the professional boy
cotters did not see it. Then 
there is a stand erected at the 
Merriman Promenade, All of that 
is capital. The re is another 
stand at the National Park which 
ca n accom modate about 2,000 
pe rsons or more, 

In this sum of $1.6 million 
one finds an appreciable expendi
ture on capital goods as distinct 
from mere services. One has also 
t.o face the fact that Guyana had
no ho tel accommodation suffi
cient t.o meet the needs of t he
guests and visitors who came to 
this country,· Naturally, housing
in these circumstances is more
expensive than merely housing the
people in hotel rooms. It may be
true that the domesticated Member
of the Opposition has discovered 
some racket about sheets and
beds,: I am not that domesticated;
suc h matters are looked after
either by the female member of 
my fam ily , or by my staff.
[l.aughter]. I have no female
member of my family at the moment
so it; will be a matter for my

staff,: I suppose that my hon. 
and learned Friend has not yet 
acquired a staff to deal with 
such matters. 

Let us be frank.· The re has 
been a certain amount of irregu
larities. Certainly the public 
servants responsible are seeking 
to minimise the number of ir
regularities, if they exist. Let 
us also ask ourselves: · Can the 
disappearance of a few sheets 
account for th is expenditure? 
Certainly not. This expenditure 
was on much more important and 
substantial items. It included 
the passages that we paid for 
sone of the invitees, which again 
is according to t radition. My 
hon. and learned Friend has not 
yet attended any independence 
celebrations. It is to be hoped 
that when next th is Government 
receives an invitation that it 
will be generous enough to send 
him, so th at he can get some 
experience, Therefore he would

not understand th e expenditure 
incurred in paying the passages 
of invitees, [Mr. Luck1 "You 
were invited to Goa":JJ I was 
never invited tp Goa, My passage 
was paid, and so I do not think 
there is any need for us to make 
a big debate about, this matter. 
The time for the debate is when 
the audited accounts are before 
us. 

I must, of course, extend my 
deepest sympathy to the hon. Mr. 
Ram Karran whose enforced absence, 
as a result of illness, caused 
him not to recognise that during 
this year the audited account s 
had been brought up to date for 
th e fir st. t ime s ince  1957,
[Interruption.] As I was saying, 
this expenditure can be discussed 
when the details are available, 
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1 wil l  now ask m y  hon. and 
le arned Friend to await the 
proper opportunity to discuss the 
matter. �aturally his new-found 
solicit nrle for public economy can 
be further expressed b y  his 
reporting the irregularities of 
which he is aware to the proper 
autho riti es, a n d  help us to 
ferret o ut those rascals who 
might have attempted to rob the 
public treasury. 

Mr. Luck: Do I understand 
the hon. Prime Minister to be 
saying that the linens, cutlery, 
furniture, beds, mattresses, and 
so on which were su pplied to 
certain people are to be re
turned? Has it. been decided that, 
since the people concerned are 
very friendly with the Government, 
they may keep the articles? Is 
the hon. Prime Minister saying 
that those people who retain 
these articles are doing so 
fraudulently? Is it true that he 
has told the people to keep the 
articles? 

Mr. Hubbard: T he Prime 
Minister has very ably demon
strated the reasonableness of the 
request of the Opposition. The 
Prim e Minister has listed a 
number of items about. which the 
Government has certain knowledge 
and which constitute a substan
t,ial portion of the expenditure 
on Independence> He has mention
ed stands, floodlights, and he 
has even informed us that the 
money we vot.ed for the landscap
ing of the Queen Elizabeth Park 
in honour of the visit of the 
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty 
was, apparently, insufficient and 
therefore they had to stick their 
hands into the independence funds 
in order to fix up what had been 
started for Her Majesty. 

It seems as though a consid
erable amcttlnt of work has been 
done unknown to  the members of 
the Opposition, if we may , on 
this occasion, take the Prime 
M-inister at his word. It is
dangerous to do so. Let us say
we will take him at his word.
There is a precise amount of
information available to t he
Government, and there must be
some nominal or nearly right cost
that can be attached to these big
items,

4.50 p.m.

We are not making an unreason� 
able request when we as1 for 
something more than a legend to 
the effect that the voted pro
vision was inadequate, as t he 
voted provision was less t han 
what is now asked for as a Sup
plementary. We are not being un
reasonable to say, ''Let us know 
something about it 11• 

The Prime Minister has told 
us that it is not unreasonable. 
He has enumerated a number of 
i terns on which he knows money has 
b een spent, b ut. he does not 
bother with such expensive things 
as linen and cutlery that we buy 
for him. When we ask for such 
information it is clear that 
Government has the information 
and if the Government does not 
want to give the infonnation but 
h olds it bac k ,  then we must 
assume that many of the rumours 
we heard arou nd that time have 
some basis in truth. 

We have heard all sorts of 
rumours and we would like to have 
some clarification. We would 
like to know about it. We hope 
that on this occasion the Minis
t er responsible is going to  
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stammer and stutter, get red and 
get white again. 

Mr, Wilson: I heard the 
Prime Minister favouring us with 
some details and making refer
e nces to matters of capital 
e�penditure, which ha�e made it 
necessary to seek this amount, 
but I noticed that all t.he things 
he mentioned are allocated in 
Georgetown. I wonder why the 
Prime Minister is suggesting that 
Georgetown is Guyana. I wonder 
whether he would favour us with 
informat,ion about capital expend
iture in the rural areas� in 
order to show that he does not 
regard Georgetown as the whole of 
Guyaffa, as a large numb e� of 
people are inclined to do. 

My second observation is that 
the allocation that is being 
sought has put me more or less in 
a n  ironical position. As a 
Member of th is Parliament I am 
responsible not only to those 
people who voted for my party but 
for all the people in Guyana. 
When I say "all", I mean "all". 
My position is not like that of 
the Prime Minister.· When he says 
"all" one has to look underneath 
to see what he means by II all 11 • 

, I would like to inform the 
P rime Mini st,e r that a large 
n umber of his supporters are 
indignant at the fact th.at the 
Independence Celebrations did not 
seem to be for the Guyanese who 
remained in this country and bore 
the brunt of the day. [lbe Prime 
Ministers "Your terrorism."] 
That was not the only struggle 
for Independence. That is what 
you created, violence and ter
rorism. That is how you gained 
Independence. You began to squat 
and you began to sabotage and 
loot. 

I would like to t.ell the 
Prime Minist.er that his sup
porters are annoyed and indignant 
at the way in which Guyanese were 
kept out from the Independence 
Celebrations. The Celebrations 
seemed  to be int.ended o.nly 

· for expatriates; visitors and
strangers.

Another matter that. is caus
ing great dissatisfaction is the 
quest ion of overtime pay, Some 
p eople, parti cularly in t,he 
Transport and Harbours Department, 
were told that if t,hey worked on 
certain days, Independence Day 
a nd ano ther day, they would 
receive an extra day's pay, They 
worked on those days and only 
received a half day's pay for 
o vertime. I wou ld like the
Minister of Communicat.ions to
look into this matter.

On t,he question of passages, 
the Prime Minister said that the 
Government, had to pay the pas
sages of those who were invited 
for Independence Celebrations. I 
would like him to know that when 
I atte nded the Indep endence 
Celebrations of Malawi my passage 
was not paid.· I would like to 
bring this mat,ter to his atten
t,ion, because I have been wait.ing 
a long time to have it set,tled, 
The officers at the Ministry of 
Finance deducte d  o verwe ight 
charges in connection with my 
journey. The trouble is that 
they are being spiteful.· They 
say that I was not entitled to 
overweight. 

I totally disagree with this 
expenditure because what sort of 
Independence do we have? Guyana 
is just an American colony. For 
that reason I vote against this 
expenditure. 
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The Prime Minister: This 
country is eminently a democracy, 
and the hon. Member is entitled 
to cast his meagre vote against 
the Schedule. 

I shall undertake to look 
into this question of the over
we ighl charges which the ex
:1inister had to pay when he went 
to �1alawi. I would say here that 
my Government ought not 1 to emu
late il s predecessor which made 
me pay overwe1ght charges when I 
went to the Indep_endence Confer
ence. I am ashamed of my Govern
ment. If  it is shown that the 
ex-Minister's complaint is based 
on fact I shall have to remedy it 
and give him the necessary reiief 
which he needs so much. 

Now, with respe ct to the 
question tlS to whether the Inde
pendence Celebrations were for 
the people or not, this is some
thing which ought not to be dis
cussed bv the hon. Member because 
he and his party refused invita

,tions to all but two events, and 
at one of the events which they 
attended they were the mascots of 
Independence. 

It does not lie in the mouth 
of the hon. Member to criticise 
who was invited and w ho was not 
i nvi t e d . The me m be rs o f his 
party were not interested.· Having 
attended other Independence Cele
brations I am  convinced that 
there was the utmost participa
Lion. Let me concede that there 
we re d i f f i c u l t i e s w i th t h e 
invitations, for which we apolo
gise. I have seen,  at other 
Independence Celebrations, equal 
difficulties, Government dele
gates usually do  not have the 
difficul ti es. We are h u m an 

unlike our predecesso:"s and I 
admit mistt.kes have been made. 

If I may attempt to lecture: 
the most sensible contribution 
made by the hon. Hember was with 
respect to t.he location of capi
tal goods which form part of the 
expenses. Tlre floodlights are 
movable and can be moved to any 
part of the country. The pro
posal has been made that some of 
the capital goods can be taken to 
other parts of the country, for 
example, to Berbice. 

5 p. m. 

Further, h e  ought to have 
known, were it not for his•self
imposed blindness, that all the 
local authorities who were pre
pared to take part in the Inde
pendence Celebrations - and tP 9 t 
was the ove rwhe lm"i ng n umber 
including Sheet Anchor and Cum
berland - were given grants out 
of this amount for the Celebra
tions. There was no attempt to 
restrict the Celebrations to 
Georgetown, but Georgetown still 
is the capital of Guyana, until 
we will have decided to change 
the capital of Guyana, and natur
ally , in the ca�ital one must 
find the biggest Celebrations. 

I repeat that the accounts 
will be available. the accounts 
will be audited, and any informa
tion wh ich the Opposition can 
give, less personal than over
weight, to assist the offices in 
tracing down any frauds or at
tempted frauds, w ill be most 
welcome, 

Mr, Ram Karran: I persist in 
this question of the proposed 
debate in the Public Accounts 
Conunittee. I d o  not w ant to 
prolong t,his business at all 
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because I appreciate the need to 
save t:me. I am no£ going to 
bother about sheets, knives and 
th e a m ount  that is  owed to 
Fogarty's. The taxpayers will 
have to pay Fogarty's for sharp
ened table knives returned after 
Independence. 

;r:;., 

A Motion was tabled in this 
House which limits the period 
during which anything can be done 
with respect  to minis terial 
allowances, etc,: It must be ten 
months since that M otion was 
tabled by me and I see nothing in 
the Order Papers to indicate that 
it was brought before the House, 
It i� one.thing to spend money 
but it is another thing to have 
these accounts made up.: The hon. 
Prime Minister gave us the as
surance that an opportunity would 
be given to the House to debate 
these ministerial allowances, and 
np to now - I have been through 
all the Order Papers - nothing 
has been done about it. 

Friends and party supporters 
have drawn very heavily from the 
taxpayers of this country under 
the guise of Independence Cele
brations, and I ask the hon. 
Prime Minister to let the Public 
Accounts Committee deb ate this 
matter at a very early date. 

MINISTRY OF WORKS 

AND HYDRAULICS· 

Sea and River Defences 

Wh ile I am on my feet, I 
-s.hould like to say something on
Item 3 - Sea and River Defences.
The note st�tes: "Voted pro
··ision inadequate owing to un-

�·reseen emergency repairs to be
ne on sea and river defences,·" 

I need not repeat that it is only 

three months since the Estimates 
were p re8ared. The su m of
$1,400,00 is now required for 
Sea and River Defences, owing to 
unforeseen emergency repairs to 
be done on sea ana river defences. 
Will the Minister say where these 
repairs will be done? Are they 
to be done because of obstruction 
to traffic on t�e East Coast, 
particularly d uring the peak 
period, or does the emergency 
exist in his imaginat.ion, some
where along the upper reaches of 
the Demerara River? 

I have heard of no emergency, 
b1,t I have seen tons and tons of 
ea rth being thrown there at 
periods when it can have abso
lutely no effect, In  the very 
heavy rains, soft mud was thrown 
to fill up the trench, and heaven 
knows how much water is below 
there to further weaken the 
defences rather than strengthen 
them.· I cannot understand how 
this Government finds money tp 
throw down the drain. This 
Government's friends are wasting 
the taxpayers' money when jobs 
should be found for people. What 
is this? 

There are people living on 
the East Coast where the sea 
defences are and nothing is done 
there.· But if you look care
fully, you will see that all the 
mo ney that is spent  on sea 
defences is spent in the vicinity 
of the sugar estates, on areas 
where Bookers own all the lands. 
I thought we had changed our name 
from British Guiana to Guyana; I 
did not know that we are still 
"Bookers" G uyana.: Will t he 
Minister kindly tell us where is 
t_his emergency? 



Approval of 24TH JUNE, 1966 • Financial Paper 29 

Mr. Correia: Unfort1D1ately, 
the hon. Member was away for most 
of the yea.r and he is not aware 
of the breaches on the Ea.st Coast 
and on the Buxton foreshore.· If 
he would take a walk along the 
coast he would see that earth 
work is b eing c arr ied out to 
strengthen the defences through
out the coast, commencing from 
K itt y right on to Clonbroo k. 
I am afraid that if  the hon. 
Member doe s  no t take wal ks 
on the coast he would not see 
what is happeni ng wi th the 
sea defences. The entire sea 
defences fr0111 Georgetown were in 
a serious condition. There were 
breaches all over the place and 
if b urnt earth was not thrown 
quickly, we would have been swim
ming now instead of talking. 

Mr. H•hhards Now that the 
hon. Minister of Connnunications 
(Mr. Correia) has stannnered out 
his misinformation, can we hear 
fI'Olll the hon. Minister of Works 
and Hydraulics (Mr. Kasim)? 

M..: Kaaittt I am glad that 
the ex-Minister who sat in his 
chair most of the time, during 
the regime of the last Govern
ment, is fully aware of the dif
ficulties and problems with which 
we are faced with our sea de
fences. This might be politics, 
but the hon. Member must realise 
that the sea defence is  t,he 
bulwark of our economy in this 
country. Fortunately, I pay for 
my own s ea defe nces in the 
Pomeroon and I am not a burden to 
the taxpayers of this country. 

The hon. Member mentioned 
that . we are throwing earth by the 
sea defences at Subryanville. I 
an sure that, with his experience, 
he would have seen that water was 

seeping through beneath the sea 
wall, anj we had to reinforce 
that area as the erosion was all 
over the co ast. We are no t
spending money because we want to
waste it, we want to spend wisely
the money obtained from the poor
taxpayers of this country.

.. . 

5.10 p.m. 

Mr. Ruhhards The hon.· Minis
ter of Works and Hydraulics is 
annoyed because we have asked him 
to tell us why he selected for 
emergency repairs those areas 
which are known to provide big 
expatriate -- =1nterruption.J

Mr. Kaai•: Before t� hon. 
Membe r got up I was speaking. I 
was not given an opportunity to 
make an explanation. It seems 
that he likes to talk but does 
not like to  listen. He got up 
and I sat down.· They are saying 
that we are protecting the sugar 
belt b ut this is not so. Is 
Buxton a sugar belt? I have seen 
Reports where the Officers of the 
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics 
made repeated requests to the 
past Government and those re
que s t s  w ere thr o w n  on deaf 
ears.· Nobody pai d attention 
to the sea defences and today 
this Government has a millstone 
around its neck in trying to 
protect all those rivers and sea 
defences in tbe country which 
were neglected in the past.. As a 
matter of fact, even Government 
buildings were neglected. We had 
to renovate them and then they 
say that we are wasting the tax
payers' money. There is erosion 
taking place on the West Coast of 
Essequibo and Corentyne and on 
the Berb ice River. I am sur
p ri sed to hear Memb ers say 
that we are only protecting the 
sugar belt. 
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Mr. Ram 1:arrail: _ If erosion 
has been going on on the West 
Coast, in Berbice, Wes.t De.merara, 
and'on the East Coast, when did 
this erosion start? If th� hon. 
Minister is saying that advice by 
technical officers had not been 
c�ITied out by the past adJuinis
t,ration, where does the emergency 
come in? Sir, this hon.· Member 
is going to be given the task of 
speaking twice as he was given 
during the term of office of the 
Chair of your illustrious pre
decessor, when he stumbled'and 
stammered for one hour. 

What I am charging is that 
the <ttovernment is deliberately 
t,rying to mislead this House. 
The hon.· Minister of Finance - I 
am sorry that he is not in his 
seat - passed a Resolution about 
the release of the detainees, and 
then ran away. The Minister 
of Works and Hydraulics got 
$2,400,000 for the maintenance of 
sea and river defences. Now, 
4 montbs lat er he comes for 
$1,400,000.· That, in any lan
guage, is a lot of money. He told 
us that it was due to t.he emer
gency. He said that erosion is 
going on here, there and every
where. Certainly, erosion has 
been going on in somebody's head. 

Will the hon. Minister of 
Finance tell us on item 4, the 
last item on t,his page - I am 
sorry, sir.. May I give way to my 
friend Mr. Harry Lall, he wants 
to speak. 

Mr. Lall s May I ask if it is 
true that bulldozers have been 
hired from Bookers, and if the 
cost of hiring the,se bulldozers 
is $50 per hour? It is an im
portant quest ion. 

:rhe hon, Minister offered no

reply.] 

Mr. Lueks The hon Minister 
does not seem --

'lbe O.airaans Move away from 
page 10. 

. Mr. Lucks Surely, we could 
have been given some idea of how 
this $1,400,000 is to be spent. 
We could have been told that 
$50,000 is to be spent "here" 
$500,000 "there" and so on. W� 
were told that this $1,400 000 
is to be spent on repairs. 

1

How 
could this be adequate informa
tion for the purposes of a de
bate? No wonder we waste a lot 
of time debating foolishness! 

May I ask through you, sir, 
for an answer to l_llY question.· In 
the interest of the taxpayers of 
this country, I am asking if $50 
per hour has been paid by this 
Government for hiring a single 
bulldozer from Bookers? 

[)'he hon .. Minister offered no

reply.] 

'lbe O.aini•i Page 11. 

SUPREME COURT AND DEEDS 

REGISTRY 

Mr. Correia, I beg to move 
the insertion of a new item which 
is set out on page 11: Supreme 
Court and Deeds Registry. I -
Personal'Emoluments, $1. 

Dr. Ramaahoyes I would be 
grateful to learn whether it is 
the intention of the Government 
to have the full complement of 
Judges appoint ed before this 
Court sits on the 4th of July, 
when it is rumoured it will be 
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[DR. RAMSAHOYE] 

sitting, I should also like to 
learn whether any of these Judges 
have been appointed, and if so, 
who have been appointed? I would 
be grateful to learn as well, the 
situation of this new Court, that 
is to say, in which part of the 
citv of Georrret.own or elsewhere 
will t 11 is Coiirt sit? These are 
very important matters which I 
thin k the public should be made 
aware of a.s early as possible, 

.\s far as the staffing is 
concerned, provision bas been 
T11ade for an Assistant Registrar, 
a Clerk to the Chancellor, and a 
!{egistry officer, among other 
posts. Perhapsthe hon.· :\ttorney
General will tell us whether 
professional qualifications are 
r:•;nired for a ny of these posi
tions, and if so, whether-pro
fessional allowances will be paid 
to persons who are professionally 
qnalified? If not, I should like 
to know what principles were 
api_Jlied in providing the salary 
scale. 

The Attorney-Gener al and 
Minister of State (Mr,: Ramphal): 
The hon. Member knows•quite well, 
I th ink, that the answers to some 
of the questi ons he bas asked 
011cht not, properly, to come from 
the Government. The Chancellor 
11:is been engaged over the last 
few weeks in a rr angi ng t he 
est:iblish�ent of the Court of 
.\ppe:il .- He has been good enough 
to discuss with me, some of these 
arrangements, and I have every 
reason to believe that in the 
ve:rv near future an announcement 
wiil be forthcoming from the 
Chancellor's office, with regard 
t o  the date on which the Court 
will sit for the first time, and 
the place where it will sit. 

5.20 p.m.

All Members of this House c 
will share the feeling which, I 
think, my hon. and learned Friend 
expr essed, that the Court of 
Appeal shou ld begin its very C 
i.,rtant.. functions without delay, 
and I can assure him that on our 
side we shall do everything to 
promote that, 

So far as the posts are con
cerned, I can say that profes
sional qualifications will be 
required for each of the two 
senior posts, that of Assistant 
Regis trar a n d  Clerk to the 
Chancellor, The questfon of 
professional allowances does not 
therefore arise directly, since 
the posts are graded on the 
professional scales and will be 
remunerated accordingly. The 
post of Clerk to the Chancellor 
is a new post.· I think it is e 
right that I s�ould take this 
opportunity of saying that t1he 
hope is that out of this post 
will develop a new institution 0 
not unlike the truly successful 
arrangement which is used in the 
U.S. Supreme Court where young 
men out of law schools identify 
themselves in their early years 
with the w ork of one of t.he 
superior Court s, It is an 
aITangement which the Chancellor 
bas sought and in which I think 
there is much promise for devel
opment,· The Clerk to the Chan
cellor will be able to assist the 
Chancellor and the Justices of 
Appeal in the many ways in which c;
this type of assistance can be of 
great va lue t o  an ap pellate 
Court. It is a. good arrangement; 
we shall have t o  see how  it t' 
w orks, and I am sure that all 
hon. M embers will wish the 
venture well and bless the new 
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Court of Appeal with a resolution 
of goodwill from this0body as a 
whole. 

Dr. Raaaehoye1 If we are to 
vote money for this Court, we 
must know the,se things,: It may 
be that the Government is having 
difficulty in making appointments 
to the Court of Appeal. I under
stand from the Attorney-General's 
re ply tha t  nobody ha s b een  
!1,ppoint,ed for this Court,· If 
people have been appointed other 
than the Chancellor, we should be 
told.· If one appointment has 
been made, - and one has been 
made - I c a n  u nd erst and t h e  
Attorfrey-General.: There is no 
reason why this blanket of sec
recy should be around the appoint
ment of Justices of Appeal. We 
are enti tled to know who the 
officers of this Court are. I 
cannot conceive of any reason why 
there should be this blanket of 
secrecy on any appointments to 
this Court. 

I know that in this country 
men who are not qualified aspire 
to the highest posts in the State 

· as a matter of accepted principle,
and I have no doubt that this is
the reason why independence came
on the 26th May,· This is the
24th June and the appointments to
the Court of Appeal have not been
f ully made.· It  may be tha t a
lot of jockeying is going on. I
warn the hon.· Prime Mini st er
again that it is necessary for
this Government to be strong to
resist the encouragement of men
who. are not qualified for these
posts and who assert themselves
in the hope that they will aspire
to the highest posts in the State
when they are not qualified for
them.

'lne people who will have to 
be baptised as Judges are not the 
people for this kind of work. 
Some of these cases may have to 
go to the Privy Council.· From my 
experience in the Le gal Depar t
ment, there is difficulty for the 
Go vernment to g e t  quali fie d 
people,: If an �ppointment has 
been made, then the Government 
shou ld disclose it. 

The Attorney•Geaeral aad 
Miaiater of States There is no 
blanket of secrecy over these 
appointments.· The Constitution 
has entrusted this very important 
function to a Judicial Service 
Commission whic h exercises 
executive authority,· When that 
body makes appointments and the 
necessary instruments have been 
promulgated, the proper notices 
will be issued in the Gazette. 

Mr. Lacki Truly the answer 
by the hon. Attorney-General 
leaves much to be desired, Surely 
this House is the highest au
thority in the land. [Interrup
tion. J 

'lhe Oaainaa rose -

Mr. Laek1 I was saying that 
the Attorney-General's reply is 
far from satisfactory. Some 
people are trying to create the 
illusion that the appointment of 
Justices of Appeal are beyond the 
scrutiny of the common people or 
the representatives of the co•on_ 
people, We pass the laws on 
which the Courts have to adjurli
cate, and we c�n sa;y that we wish 
to be told if Judges are appoint
ed or when thay are to be· ap
pointed. Somebody is boasting 
about laws being made by imperial 
command. The work of the Judges 
must be scrutinised here. It is 
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[MR. LUCK] 
my fundamental view that we lllOuld 
be abdicating our functions if we 
became so credulous as to allow 
men of doubtful learning to fool 
us in this ma.tte1. 

I want to believe that the 
qualifications for our highest 
Judic ial Co urt shou ld be a 
reput. at ion for honesty, a. reputa
tion for wisdom, and some know
ledge of the law. Advantage is 
being taken throughout the old 
colonial world by men who claim 
to b e  Masters and Doctors of 
Laws. We have numberless experts 
in the law and no observance of 
any law at all. 

I have come from a country 
where there is no stealing be
cause - I do not refer to places 
where conditions are such that 
people must commit crime - as 
soon as you commit a crime pun
ishment follows very swiftly. 

5. 30 p. m. 

While discussing this phenom
enon with a gen tleman I said 
to him, "Comrade, you do not know 
as much as I do 11.: But, somehow 
or other, in that count,ry the 
laws are obeyed.: In this country

.,

as I had t.o tell him, there are 
the best experts in l,he world , 
men who will address the Co:mmon
wea.lth lawyers, and at the same 
lime  we  have a bsolul;ely n o  
respect for nor observance of the 
law. 

I want to make my cont ri bu
t ion.· I have the minimum quali
fications and looking at the 
desert that is our judici�rj 
I ,ould hope that this Prime 
Minister for once would be serious 
a.nd not indulge in a sense of fun 

and arrange that men should be 
promoted,• or elevated, when he 
himself bas said that they a.re no 
good. 

I say in thi.s House that I 
would respect the Court of Appeal 
if there were honest men there 
who tried, whatever tlieir limita
tions, to arrive at tµie truth. 
My own estimate of the legal 
profession is that  it is even 
poorer in quality than here, and 
I speak as one who has been 
around. Without a doubt, the 
poverty there is greater than it 
is here. 

The Government and those in 
a uthority ought not to .limit 
their purview to the few individ
uals who may possess high academ
ic qualifications and w:ho g�ined 
their qualifications me rely by 
sh utting t,heir minds to all 
literature and so on. I have no 
sense of inferiority as against 
someone with'an LL.M. or a Ph.D. 
If they st.udied as my friend 
there did, like him, they would 
know more than I do, but my 
friend who keeps his mind to 
books only, he is not learned; 
he has book learning. 

I want to make this point. 
We are going to make a great 
error if we limit our purview in 
appoint.men ts to these high 
offices to a few candidates. If 
the qualifications were made a 
little lower· we would ge t a 
different, and I thj_nk a better, 
set of men. It is an intellec
tual desert over there because �of the present system. I make 
no apologies for saying it. 

Question: 

That the Committee of 
Supply approve of the pro-
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posals set out in Financial 
Paper No. 1 of 196(9 - Schedule 
of Additional Provis ion on 
t he Curr e n  t a n d C a p  i t a 1 
Estimates for the period end
ing June, 1966, totalling 
$2.471,928. 

put,, and agreed to. 

Assembly resuned. 

Mr. Cerreiai I beg to report 
that the CoDDllittee of Supply has 
considered Financial Paper No.1 
of 1966, and passed it with one 
Amendment. I now move that this 
Assembly do th agree with the 
Commi ttee I s Resolutio n.· 

C 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

EX'IINSION OF PROCLAMATION OF 

EMERGENCY 

"Whereas by proclamation No. 2 
of 1965 made by the Governor 
of the former Colony of Bri
tish Guiana and published in 
the Gazette on the 6th July, 
1965, it is declared that a 
state of public eme rgency 
exists for the purposes of 
article 14 of the Constitu
tion of the former Colony of 
British Guiana; 

And whereas the former 
House of Assembly in pursu
ance of the provisions of 
sub-paragraph (c) of para
graph (3) of the said article 
by Resolution No. XLVII of 
the 1st April, 1966, re\sol ved 
that the said Proclama tion 
shall cont�nue in force until 
the 15th July, 1966, unless 
sooner revoked; 

And whereas section 5(3) 
of the Guyana Independence 
Order 1966 provides that if a 
proclamation of emergency is 
in force under article 14 of 
t he , Co n s ti tut i on o f th  e 
f orme r  Colony of Br itish 
Guiana immediat�ly before the 
26th May , 1966, by virtue of 
a resolution of t he former 
H ouse  o f  A ssem b l y , 'the 
proclamation shall, as from 
that date, have effect as if 
it had b e e n  m a d e  u n de r  
article 16 of the Constitu
t_ion of Guyana and as if its 
continuance in force to the 
d ate referr ed to in  t h at 
resolu�ion had been approved 
b y a r e s ol ution o f  t h e  
N ational A s sem b l y; 

And whereas in pursuance 
of the Constitution of Guyana 
t he said Proclamation will 
expire on the 15th July, 1966, 
unless the Na tional Assembly 
sooner resolves that it shall 
c ont i nue i n  for c e  for a 
further period, not exceeding 
six months, beginning on the 
date on which it would other
wise expire; 

And whereas it is neces
sary in the public interest 
that the said Proclamation 
shall continue in force for a 
further period not exceeding 
s ix.imontps, unless sooner 
r e,v ok e d: 

Be it, there fore, re
solved that Proclamation No.2 
of 1965 made by the Governor 
o f  t h e  f or mer Colony of_
British Guiana and published
in the Gazette on the 6th
July, 1965, and having effect
by virtue of section 5(3) of
tpe Guyana Independence Order
1966 as if it were a Pro-
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clamation declaring that a 
state of pu b lic emergency 
exists for the purposes of 
article 16 of the Consti tu
tion of Guyana, do continue 
in force until the expiration 
of the 31st December, 1966 , 
unless sooner revoked." -
[The Prime Miaister.J 

1.he Priae Minister: Under 
paragraph (2) of Standing Order 
23 I have received your consent 
to have this Motion standing in 
my name placed on the Order Paper 
and to proceed with the debate 
thereon.: 

On the last occasion when I 
moved before what was then the 
House of Assembly of the British 
Guiana Legislature that there 
should be an extension of the 
period of the Emergency, I said 
that Government was carefully 
considering and anxiously review
ing from time to time the securi
ty situation as a whole, with a 
view to assessing the position 
and coming to a decision as to 
when t he Emergency should be 
lifted and/or when those who were 
in detention under the Emergency 
Order might be released. 

I also intimated to the 
Legislature, at that time, that 
Government prop osed t o  bring 
before this House a National 
Security Bill which would provide 
for certain measures directed to 
ensuri ng that explosives were 
safely kept and that there was no 
lawless use of fireanns. 

The proposed National Securi
ty Bi ll was intended :to deal also 
with the question of, and make 
permissive provisions for, pre-

. ventive detention.· Of course, I 

remarked then and I remark.again 
that p reve•nt i ve detention is 
permissible under the new Consti
tution. I did say on the occa
sion, when I was m oving the 
Motion for the extension, that 
the Government considered that 
t;he terms of the Emergency Order 
were so wide that they could have, 
in some cases, provided a tempta
tion to some over-zealous peace 
officers, whose actions would be 
covered with a curtain of legali
ty, for making otherwise illegal 
intrusions into the citizens' 
privacy and property. 
I 

5.40: p.m. 

I said then that the Go::trern
ment was taking a very keen look 
at the Order, the Regulations and 
the situation. We have studied 
the situation with anxiety be
cause, congenitally, we in the. 
Government are not in favour, in 
principle, of the restrictions 
which an emergency means, but, as 
a Government, whose duty it is, 
in the final analysis, to protect 
[Mr. Bam Karraa: "Terrorists . .1,J 

th e life, limb, peace and 
order of the community, of the 
natio n, we have to take suc h 
action, no matter how unsavoury 
it may be emotionally, as we may 
consider necessary in pursuance 
of our duty. 

The National Security Bill 
would ordinarily have been before 
this House prior to the 15th 
July, on which date the emergency 
would have come to an end, unless 
earlier renewed by way of Resolu
tion.· I may note en passant 

that, under the new Constitution, 
the period of extension by Reso
lution can be· six months instead 
of the previous three months.: I 
said that the National Security 
Bill would have been before the 
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House, but apart fns,a certain 
ainut iae which had to be con
sidered, and certain details 
which bad to be settled, a.s Priae 
Minis ter, I was ainded not to 
introduce that Bill in this Bouse 
at this tiae, in the unavoidable 
absen ce of the Leader of the 
Opposition (Dr.· Jagan) and the 
leader of the other -party- which 
,fonas pa rt o f  the Coal ition 
Government for, in Guyana, the 
questions which were going to be 
dealt with in the National Se
cu rity Bill were  new, if not 
novel. 

In my view, it is necessary 
that cwhen such legislation comes

to be ·debated in this House, the 
ac�ual seating membership of the 
House should be as representative 
and politically authoritative as 
possible so that, in the tradi
tion of democracy, it will be 
possible to have all points of 
view fully heard·and all aspects 
of the subject fuJ,l.v debated_.· In 
the circumstances, therefore, it 
has been decided by the Govern
ment to postpone, not indefinite-

·1y but for some tiae, the bring
ing of that Bill for debate
be-for e th i s  Ho use.

One has got to be realistic, 
a.nd I do not think that there are 
any who can be coun ted &Ronast 
the sane, w ho wo ul d  not acree 
that there ouaht to be cer
tain p rovisions, siailar to or 
i denti cal with those existent 
un der the Eaer1ency Order, to 
take care of the situ.tioa 10 fv 
u explosives are coaceraed - that 
explosives oqht to be cru-ef\llly 
controlled, tlia.t the re should be 
proviliou tor their i.t'e custody 
- [Ml', Ru lal'l'Ut "When la
Fa.irba.i:ru?"J - .· a.id a.iao· tha.t.
there lhouldbe a.'cvehl...loolt at.

.laer,ent:.y 

the situation with :respect to 
firearas, bearing in aind, at 
the saae tiae, the reasonable 
coapl aints which are aade, on 
occasions. about the ha�c that 
aniaals are wreaking in soae 
areas,. in the absence ur fire
al'IIS •. 

·· We have considered a.ll these
things carefully and, in the 
circ1111stances, I have been de
puted, nay aanda.ted. by t.he 
GoverB11ent ·to aove this Motion 
which stands in •Y naae. The 
Motion seeks, under the provi
sions of the Guyana Independence 
Order and the Guyana Independence 
Constitution, to extend the State 
of  Rj�rgency until the 31st
Deceaber, 1966. But •ay I im
aediately state that the date
31st Deceaber, even though not
representing the end of the six
aonth period froa tbe 15th July,
is, on the face of it, a date
quite distant f ro11t today and the
15th July, and that date was
s elected ex alJc..d.,.ti caute1a,
out of abundant caution, so that
one can be sure, the House can be

sure, that there was enough tiae
to get through all of the details
w ith res�ect t o  the National
Security Bill and also to ensure
a fully representatiw Parlieaent
for the debate of that Bill.
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Sibley Hall will be released. 
[Mr. Lucks "Why not now?"] 

5.50 p.111.

I should like to say that the 
decision has been arrived at by 
the Government, after a careful 
study and assessment of the 
security situation, and the pri
mary purpose for which, in the 
meantime, there will subsist the 
Emergency Order will be to deal 
with explosives and fireanns. In 
the circumstances, sir, I move 
the Motion standing in my name 
and commend it to my colleagues 
in this House. 

Dr. O..sahoyes I wish to say 
first that, on behalf of my 
colleagues on this side of the 
House, we welcome, although at 
this late hour, the release of 
the detainees.· I understood the 
hon.· Prime Minist.er to have said 
that the detainees will be re
leased on or before the 30th da;-y 
of June, 1966. I hope the de
tainees will not have to wait 
until the 30th day of June, 1966:, 
but that they will be released as 
soon as the necessary arrange
ments can be made, and I do not 
conceive of such arrangements 
taking more than 24 or 40 hours. 

But we are still going to be 
under a State of Emergency, even 
though 41 Regulations are to be 
revoked, and I must again express 
the disappointment of those-of us 
on this side of the House who 
must again witness the passing of 
another Resolution tp extend the 
State of Emergency to the 31st 
December, 1966. The arguments 
against the existence of a State 
of Emergency have been repeat,ed 
in this House over and over again, 

and it may.not be necessary for 
this ground to be t raversed in 
much detail. However, I think 
that the Government should recog
nise that the exist;ence of a 
State of Emergency in this terri
tory, whatever it is doing to 
fu ndamental human rights and 
freedom, also has its effect upon 
the national image and upon our 
economic and social development. 

I have ba d occasion to 
observe over and over again - and 
I must repeat again - that people 
who normally invest money would 
take a thing of this nature into 
account in a very serious way, in 
determining whether they rahould 
put money in this country or not. 

The Stat.e of Emergency exist
ing in t�e country carries with 
it a snag, and a suggestion of 
instability. We on this side of 
th� Ho use reject  th is. The 
country is in a situation of 
ostensible peace. The Government 
is slow in recognising that in 
the conditions which at present 
exist, it is best for the entire 
State of Emergency to be removed. 
It is a matter of regret that 
members of the Government have 
taken a very long time to recog
nise this, but they have redeemed 
thems elves substantially by 
agreeing, even at this late hour, 
to return the freedom to those 
men who have been ostracised from 
society, some of them since June 
1964; under a British Order-in
Council which was put in the 
hands of the Government, provid
ing powers which were used very 
resolutely to detain Members of 
the Assembly, and it.was strongly 
resolved that the Members of the 
House of Assembly who were in 
detention were not to be replaced 
until very near election time. 
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The wounds of teose days 
should be quickly healed and I 
think that this Government , 
having set it.;5elf to do so with 
respect to the detainees, ought 
to continue the process with 
respect to all other matters, and 
of course, with respe·ct to the 
emergency itself. 

One must remember that while 
public peace and security mu$t be 
preserved, farmers are entitled 
to preserve their cattle, farmers 
are entitled to preserve their 
crops, and people are generally 
entitled to protect their proper
ty. In this country today, 
despite the conditions of osten
sible peace, there are two or 
L�ree areas which I know of, at 
the back of Victoria on the East 
Co as t and  certain parts of 
Mahaicony, where people cannot go 
to their farms, their cat;tle are 
being stolen, tpeir coconuts are 
being picked, and they have no 
means of redress._ They fear, of 
course, the police most of all. 
Many of the farmers who are in 
those far-flung areas had weapons. 

·The existence of those weapons
used to be a deterrent. Now that
they are defenceless, people have
been taking advantage of them,
.and it is, of course, absolutely
necessary for the Government to
take immediate steps to enable
those farmers to have their fire
ar ms back, so that they may
protect their cattle and their
farm s. We live in an agri
cultural community, and in these
outiying areas  where p olice
activity cannot be considerable,
our farmers should be placed in a
position where they can help
th ems el ves.
6 p. m.

I have had occasion to say 
that the Police have a Force 

which is being supplemented in 
strength today and they should 
endeavour to make sure that the 
pr�sel"V8.tion of the public peace 
becomes easier by applying the 
strength of their Force and by 
applying the intellect of the 
various officers who are station
ed in the districts towards peace 
and security. The assumption. of 
extraordinary powers is sometJiing 
wliich can only be justified under 
conditions of the gravest dis
turbance of peaqe �nd security. 
Such conditions do not exist in 
this  territory. They have 
Jertainly not existed for a very 
long period and they have cer
tainly not existed during the 
life of this Government. The 
time is ripe when action should 
be taken to ensure that there 
should be no more protests from 
this side of the Bouse in con
nection with this matte·r. 

I had thought myself that 
when the ·last Resolution was 
passed for the extension of. the 
emergency that it would have been 
the last time that we on this 
side of the House would have been 
called upon to voice our protest. 
Now, despite the explanat,;ion of 
the hon. Prime Minist,er, the fact 
remains that we are passing 
another Resolution to carry the 
emergency to the end �f tne ,ear. 
This is not satisfactory. It is 
not satisfactory not only from 
the point of view of those of us 
who are here, but from the point 
of view of the national economy. 
Conditions of peace and stability 
cannot be voiced merely in the 
fress and through t�e mouths of 
political leaders. Peace and 
stability depend upon certain 
obj�ctive c6nditions, and we 
cannot maintain that all is well 
in the country if we ourselves 
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know that t.here is a nat..ional 
emergency.: ·we should therefore 
endeavour·to bring this State of 
Emergency to an end. 

l do not object, and I do not 
l1hink that anyone in his right 
senses would objec� to legisla
tive measures which are being 
taken with respect to explosives 
anc;l firearms but t;his Government 
must not attempt to introduce 
legislation in tihis country to 
make p reventive detention a 
permanent i nstitution. The 
United States has a constitution 
which would certainly not permit 
preventive detention in time of 
peace, and there is no need for 
Guyana to be burdened with an 
institution. of this nature in 
time of peace,: I hope that this 
Government will reconsider its 
position.: Any law authorising 
preventive detention is law which
will be on the .Statute I Book for
ever and it is going to institu
tionalise something that is not 
necessary. 

One must remember that the 
coercive power of the State is 
not normally used to ostracise 
people from society without a 
confrontation by evidence given 
by witnesses in a court of law. 
The men·who are detained without 
trial do not know what evidence 
there is against them; they are 
not pernli tted to challenge the 
credibility of any witness; they 
are not permi tied L,o obt,ain 
proper representation, and when 
they are incarcerated, they do 
not know for how long they will 
be incarcerated. 

Under this new Const,i tut ion 
a tribunal will sit to determine 
whether detention should be pro-

longed fo; aore than three a:,nths 
but a man who is incarcerated at 
the mo•ent is not in the same 
position.· He will be denied con
frontation, and he will be left 
in detention wit�ut, knowing what 

Cthe charges are against him.: 
There is no substitute for the 
process whereby a man will be 
t.a.ken before the normal courts of
law with whatever evidence there
is against him and whereby he
will be allowed to put, up his
defence and challenge the credi
bility of the witnesses and the
evidence against him.

We have not had on any occa
siq_n any reason to be dissat,i sfied 
with the arrangements whereby, 
during tihe history of the admin
istration of criminal law, men 
have been put before the criminal 
courts on charges and L,hey have 
been allowed to cross-examine the 
persons who have given evidence 
against· them. We should not 
lightly deny ourselves of this 
right,: It is possible that the 
people who did the incarcerating, 
having never been incarcerated 
themselves, cannot really feel 
the shame of what detention 
really is. There are many per
sons on this side of the House 
who have experienced that shame. 
Others of us like myself do not 
have to experience it to be able 
to understand what it is like. I 
t.hink that people all over the
world have voiced, time and again,
their dissatisfaction with this
method of preserving the pu blic
peace.

The United Ki�dom joined in 
makin; t.he statute which estab
lfshed  the Counc il of Human 
Rights in.Europe but to this day 
they have resolutely refused to 
recogni se the Human Rights 
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Colllli.ssion which was established 
to look int.,o matters relating to 
the deprivation of human rights, 
a.nd they have refused to recog
nise the tribunal even though 
they t.;hemselves approved it. As 
a result of tha.t, preventive 
detention hl,s gone on in Africa 
and in British Guiana. Wh ile 
this country was a. colony, no one 
ha.d th e rig ht to go to L�e 
Council of Europe to ask for 
redress. Today we a.re no longer 
a colony and we no lon�er adhere 
to tha.t treaty, because G reat 
Britain is no longer responsible 
for us a.nd we are not part of 
Europe. 

Today we have our own oppor
tuni ty to abolish this insti
tution, and I would sincerely 
wish tha.t an effort be ma.de to 
abolish it from our land�, There 
has never been evidence a.nd there 
will never be evidence forth
coming, if some people are deter
mined not to bring alleged of
fenders before  the ordinary 
courts of l aw, So me people 
prefer to detain persons without 
bringing t)lem before the courts 
for trial . We a.re now in a. 
vicious circle with_ the Police 
who· a.re very quick to incarcerate 
a. ma.n wit hout taking on the
burden of ma.king investigations
into certain allegations, which
will be thrown open if they ha.ve
to face a tribunal and be cross
examined on the evidence adduced.
That is the sort of t.ribuna.l we
harbour by allowing this sort of
t�irig to take place in th is
country.

6. l(f p. m.

I agree fully with that. I ha.ve 
no quarrel to ma.ke in a.dva.nce 
with the proposal by the Govern
ment to regulate the use of 

explosives •. I do, however, say 
in advance with respect to fire
arms that GoverDlle nt aus t t a.ke 
into account the needs of faraers, 
people who have ha.d reason to 
feel tha.t under this Govermaent 
their interests are not being 
cared for, because it is well 
known tha.t a. substantial �art of
thea voted for the People s P.ro
g ressive Party a.nd not for the 
parties which aake up the C.Oali
tion Governaent. 

The duty of the Governaent,
therefore, becomes more onerous. 
The Government should put itself 
in a positio n where it could 
clear itself of charges that it 
is partisan when dee.ling with the 
interests of that community. The 
burden is twice heavy because of 
that fa.ct, and the Government 
does not need to tell this side 
of the House otherwise. It need 
only reflect upon it to see the 
va.lidity of that observation. 

This aa.rks another period in 
the history of this country. As 
I have said, it is a mixed feel
ing to �lcoae the release of the 
detainees but to have to face the 
continua.nee of the eaergency for 
another period. It aust be re
aeabere d tha.t one cannot expect 
an uncoaplaining subaissiveness 
to the proaulgation of the insti
tutions which offend funda.aental 
rights and freedoms. 

Therefore, it is necessary 
for us to voice the protests of 
a.11 those people in our society 
who will feel that under condi
tions in which co1111UDica.tions are 
not, disturbed, aedical and food 
supplies are not int;errupted, 
where the ordinary courts of the 
land are functioning. institu� 
tions, of the nature which the 
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Government is about to create, 
are not.necessary in our society. 

It is to be hoped that the 
Government in the coming period, 
because it has the votes and can 
'extend the emergency, will take
some time - but t�me is passing 
and the national int.erests are 
not served by these measures - lo 
reflect upon the situation which 
is now being generated by t,he 
continuance of an atmosphere of 
instabilityby this legislation. 

If people are to be interest-
ed in development, they must feel 
.that there is a broad concurrence 
aioong all the people. This will 
lav t he founda tion for the  
de;elopment of business, mining 
and ag ric ul tur e  a n d  all  the 
things which are associated with 
prosperity. If people are made 
to feel that there is concurrence 
of opinion they wil l become 
interested, but if they are made 
to feel that there are such divi
sive influences in the ?ociety, 
that it has become so unstable 
that it is  nec essary for a 
Government in office to live its 
life through an emergency, they 
are not likely to want to render 
any help. Certainly t,hey will
not want to put any funds from 
private sources into a country 
which is under a State of Emer
gency. 

It is tragic that in present 
conditions we cannot see our way 
to function as we had functioned 
iDDDediately before the troubles 
which led to the declaration of 
Emergency in 1964, for in those 
days we functioned according to 
the ordinary laws of the land. 
Nobody was incarcP.rated. 

The h<tn. Prime Minister said 
that this is not the time to ap
portion blame, but we cannot 
explain present events without 
reminding ourselves of tbeir 
development. I would wish the 
hon. Prime Minister to remember 
that there are mahy persons who 
made -trouble, in this country 
between 1962 and 1964 who are now 
ready to begin it again and yet 
no arm of the law is being ex
tended to them.· 

Why then must the Government 
be developing institutions to 
inconv enience, ostracise and 
punish other people? Let=there 
be equality. If one is not to 
endeavour to.apportion blame at 
this period then, having regard 
to the ostensible reasons, give 
every man his fr�edom. Make sure 
that there is peade and stability; 
This is part of the duty of 
Government. Let no one deflect 
the Government from its course, 
but remember that there is not 
going to be peace and stability 
by using sledge hammers which 
violate the interests of innocent 
people, people whom lpe Govern
ment is in no position to change, 
people to whom the Government 
owes a duty which it does not 
fulfil. 

Those people should be le ft 
severely alone to tackle their 
problems without any hindrance 
from a Government which is using 
legislation with wk ch to deny 
fundamental rights. 

We cannot but express dis
satisfaction with lpe proposal to 
extend the emergency.: We cannot 
but express dissatisfaction with 
the cons ti h,tional arrangements 
which are made to permit this 
de tention, and we cannot but 
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reflect on the seriou�ness ot' the 
detention of a Member of this 
House who should be released at 
once, who ,should• have b een 
released this night to enable him 
to take part in this debate. 

It is essential to the work
ing of the democratic process 
that every Member of Parliament 
should be permitted to sit and to 
represent the people who have 
vot,ed for him.· It is as essen
tial to the democratic process as 
newsp apers are essential, a s  
radio broadcasts are essential , 
as freedom of discussion about 
publtc affairs is essential. 

I tpink that this Government 
has lost  its opp ortun ity to 
further this gesture when it re
fr ain e d  f ro m  e n sur ing that 
simultaneously with t;h.e announce
ment by the Prime Minister we saw 
Mr. Vernon Nunes coming into this 
House. However·, be that as it 
may, I hope that this Government 
will. ensure that our colleague 
will 1 be able tp come to the next 
mee)ing and that this Government 
will reconsider its position and 
use its numbers to ensure that 
the entire State of Emergency is 
put to an end. 

In making its ne� legislation 
the Government should abolish all 
ideas about preventive detention 
and should make sure that i n  
future no Member of this House 
should be detained on the basis 
of arbitrary detent;ion to prevent 
him from fulfilling his parlia
mentary duties, which he owes to 
this Legislature. [Applause.]

5.20· P•fTI• 

Mr. Lucks I have listened 
with consternation to the speecli 
of the hon. Prime Minister. All 

along I felt that the contin
uation of the emergency was a 
grave illegality, but when chal
lenged by the hon •. Prime Minister 
to raise this matter in a court 
of

.
law, one link in that chain of 

proof was missing .: Those who 
exercise c,ansti tutional power are 
expected to act in good faith, 
and this presumption that people 
who �ercise constitutional power 
act in good faith is very diffi
cult to disprove •. 

Any Government may, in its 
own judgment, proclaim an emer
gency and any Government may, 
under that emergency, detain 
persons.: One ground for a suc
cessful appeal to t_he courts is 
that the good faith of the Secre
tary of State, or the person 
signing the Order, can be im
pugned.: Tonight we hear that 
the Government, having assessed 
the security situation over 
several months, has come to 
the conclusion that it now war
rants the dismant.ling of the 
emergency state, but the men 
detai ned will still be held 
in detention unt il Thursday. 
Is th is no t p uni  s h me n t f o r 
the detainees, punishment rather 
than justice? If the security 
situation today is such that one 
can predict that it would be all 
right to release the detainees by 
Thursday, I say that the security 
situation now is such that they 
should be released at once. 

We on this side of t.he House 
will remember that whenever the 
hon. Prime Minister speaks on 
th:fs matter -in v·ery concilia
tory tones - he says that these 
men will be detained not a day 
longer than is necessary . I 
think it is rather absurd for 
anyorie to say tha� they will be 
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detained not later than Thursday. 
Why not now? How do you come to 
the conclusion from now that 
between now and Thursday these 
people will be detained? It is 
clear that these men are being 
held not for purposes of securi
ty. In his speech,  the Pri;e 
Minister bas stated, beyond all 
contradiction, that the purpose 
of this Motion, the maintenance 
of this e mergenc y state, has 
absolutely nothing to do with 
security. 

I made a care.ful note of the 
Prime Minister's speech and he 
said that this emergency is being 
sustained to enable the Govern
ment to introduce the National 
Se curi ty Bill . He gave two 
purposes. He said, 111.ook, we 
are going to retain this emer
gency not because of anything, 
but we have to have the power of 
preventive detention, and until 
we get such  a power, we will 
continue the emergency". If this 
is not bad faith in the exercise 
of constitutional power, I do not 
know what else it represents. 

In all the celebrated cas�s 
on the detention of people under 
the emergency laws,  the Judges 
say that these Orders may not be 
challenged unless the Secretary 
of State acts in bad faith. If 
the Secretary of State gives a 
false reason:

.,, 
that is ground for 

impugning  the S e cretary of 
State's a�tion. In the signing 

'/ of the Detention Orders, the 
j, Governor has to say that

1 
in the 

o.pinion of his Government, the
freedom of these men represents a
threat to security and a threat
to law and order. But what do we
see here today?

I would have thought that
1 

except in 9t.he hearts of lawless 
men, one would, be examining:,, 

every moment throughout the day, 
wh�ther these men ought not to be 
re le ased. I would not have 
expected that, having accepted 
that the men should be free, a 
person trained ·in the law, a 
Queen's Counsel at that, would 
come to this House and announce 
in a most patronising manner, "I 
will free the detainees between 
now and Thursday'", and expect 
that, in making this announcement , 
the gentlemen on this side would 
consider such a position reason
able. It is no secret that the 
Prime Minister and I when JIC)ung, 
were close collaborators, and I 
have always told my colleagues 
that he is a man not only of 
ability but of some reason. 

Today I had some foreknowl
edge of. this announcement and I 
was told that I, as well as all 
reasonable men, would be satis
fied with the announcement. I 
concluded that the detainees were 
being released at once.· I could 
never have imagined - a.ed I 'fould 
think this is entirely without 
precedent - a situation where men 
are detained under Emergency 
Orders and an announcement is 
made in Parliament that the 
situation is such that the men 
will be released within the next 
week. I think this is unparal
l eled. It shows a remorseless 
and �allous nature.· I make no 
apologies for saying this.: How 
do you pl8if with a man's liberty 
like this? What vainglory does 
this presuppose? 

Only yesterday I was troubled. 
A friend of a friend's friend was 
in the Brickdam lock-up and I was 
asked to intervene in a matter. 
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I gave very sound legal advice 
and I told the friencf to � there 
with $10.· 

Mr. Speaker: This sitting is 
suspended until 8 p.m. 

Suspended accordin�ly at 
6.30: p.m •.

8. 10: p .. m.

On resumption 

Mr. Speakers An agreement 
has been reached between the hon. 
Leader of Government Business and 
the hon.: Leader of the Opposition 
that d:.his sitting proceed until 
midnight.: 

·· 

Mr. Lackt At the suspension 
I was speaking on the value of 
freedom, and the lengths to which 
poor people go to s et t heir 
friends and relatives free, even 
if it is only to be free for a 
day or a night.· The ordinary 
people go to extreme lengths to 
free their families.· I reiterate 
my shock and sorrow that the hon. 
Prime Minister, in relation to 
the nine-persons who have been 
detained so long:, is using the 
emergency as a punishment and not 
as a means whereby an emergency 
situation can be,controiled. If 
a genuine emergency situation now 
exists, it would be impossible 
for the Prime Minister to predict 
with certainty that by Thursday 
he would be able to free'these 
men.: The only reasonable con
clusion, the inevitable conclu
sion, is that there is no emergen
cy and that these men ought to be 
set free at once, But the Prime 
Minister in his arrogance, in his 
contempt both ror the Constitu
tion and the civil liberties of 
the su bject , is using these 

sweeping powers as a means of 
punishing political opponents. 

For the moment, leaving the 
nine detainees who are being un
lawfully detained until not later 
than Thursday, we come now to the 
ques tion of extending this  
emergency until the 31st of 
December, 1966,: What are the 
reasons for this extension? As 
his,reaso�s for wishing this 
emergency to be continued, the 
Prime Minist .. e_r said that he 
proposed to introduce a National 
Security Bill which would: (1) 
control explosives, (2) control 
the use of firearms and (3) 
provide for preventive detention. 
He told this House that he would 
remove the emergency as soon as 
this law is passed.: In all my 
life I have never heard such a 
reason advanced for the continu
ance of an emergency! 

The_ Constitution of GuyR,Tta 
has many guarantees and all of 
these guarantees in relation to 
liberty, and so on:, are set aside 
when an emergency is ideclared, 
The only human right that sub
sists :in an emergency under our 
Constitution is the right to 
property,: The Constitution pro
'vides:, too,· that the declaration 
of the emergency is in the dis
cretion of the Government. This 
is-right,: But as .I have said 
over and over again in this House, 
an objective emergency situation 
must exist,: Not only has the 
U.F. declared for an end to this 
emerg ency , not only has the 
Trades Union Council called for 
an end to the emergency, b ut 
today the hon.:Prime Minister 
advanced reasons wh1ch are not 
sound and legal for the continu
ance of the emergency. 
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Mr. Richmond: To a point of 
correction. The U.F. did not 
de clare for t he end  of the 
emergency, but for the release of 
the detainees. 

Mr. Luck: My friend has 
drawn a distinction without a 
diff erence. 

Mr. Speaker: Did you hear 
what the hon. Member said? 

Mr. Luck: Yes, sir. I said 
it is a distinction without a 
difference. So far as I am con
cerned, and I think that so far 
as all persons knowledgeable in 
this matter are concerned, it is 
clear that this Government in
tends to set aside these consti
tutional guarantees. The continu
ance of the emergency for reasons 
w hich do not justify a declara
tion of emergency, is a clear act 
of --

Mr. Speaker: You said that 
already this afternoon. 

Mr. Luck: I go on now to the 
whole question of preventive 
detention. That is what we arE 
really debating here tonight. 
The emergency is to continue 
unti l preventive detention is 
introduced, or a law providing 
for preventive detention. Who 
can look forward with equanimity 
to the day when a law justifying 
preventive detention is intro
duced? All Guyanese must look 
forward anxiously to the day when 
this Emergency Proclamation is 
removed. But we are now told 
that it will be removed only when 
a law providing for preventive 
detention has been passed by this 
Parliament. I have said over and 
over again in this House that in 
the difficult circumstances of 
Guyana, what we need is goodwill, 

good fai th
1 

charity as defined by 
Sain t Pau!, not  meaningless 
charity, but _charity in its 
widest concept and toleration. 

W e, on this side of the 
House, will not be deterred from 
pursuing such a course as we 
believe to be right, in the 
interest of the people of this 
country, by preventive detention, 
by emergency rule, or by lawless 
terror. If I have fears, one of 
my fears has never been the fear 
of death.· That has never been 
one of my· fears. But as I stand 
here in this House, let me con
fess that I have a genuine fear 
that one day I may well di�over 
that what we have been striving 
for so hard and so sincerely -
those higher views of life - are 
impracticable in Guyana.· 

6 p.m. 

.That is my fear, because, were I 
to come to such a conclusion, if 
would mean that many of us have 
wasted our lives.· What can a man 
believe when he sees that the 
fight for freedom has been mis
conceived by his own comrades? 
So far as I can judge from the 
facts at the present moment, 
several people have been fighting 
for the right to do the wrong 
things which were formerly done 
to them. They 4ave been fighting 
for the right to do wrong things 
to others. It appears that I 
will now have to come to the con
clusion that human nature is such 
that a man is capable of doing 
anything but what is right. I, 
honestly, pray that I will never 
have to come to the conclusion 
that human nature is such that 
oppression is the natural order 
of t;he day. I think that some 
people are striving to oppress 
rather than be oppre_ssed,: 
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Looking at this Government, l 
see only arrogance and 0the desire 
to oppress other people. In the 
circumstances of this country 
preventive detention is the aim 
of this Government. The members 
of my party have groped their way 
out of darkness to try to arrive 
at some dialogue with the Govern
ment.· We grope our way, but what 
do we find? We find that the 
attitude of this Government is: 
I will keep you detained until 
you rot; after long protests, I 
will keep you there unl�l Thurs
day, and then_ I will keep_you 
detained until 'neverary'morn1ng. 

C 

Sometimes I feel that I have 
misled myself by believing that 
an accommodatio n between the 
P.P.P. and the P.N.C. is possible. 
We may have to arrive at the view 
that no accommodation is possible. 
Let us say that we came to that 
view. The natural thing to do 
would be, first, reflecting on 
thin gs gone by, not to have 
attended the Independence Cele
-brations. The hon. Mr. Bhag waxi 
thought that would have meant 
psychological partition, whatever 
that means,: In spite of every 
reasonable at tempt by the Members 
on this side of t,he House to come 
to some c ompromise with the 
Government, if we conclude from 
every action of the Government 
that no agreement or sensible ac
conunodation can be reached, t�en 
it would be our duty to announce 
this to our followers, to the 
c ountry, and to the world at 
larg,, 

I promise for myself, that I 
will announce  my position as 
soon as I have come to that con

. clusion and what follows must 
follow. As a Guyanese - I will 

be very frank in this matter 
because Guyana is my only home
such a declaration would be one 
of desperation.. I have a deep 
sense of obligation to the people 
who have placed us here; I am 
sure that my colleagues also have 
that $ense of obligation, and we 
should not mislead the people. 

I warn the Government that 
the most reasonable man on this 
side of the House - we have many 
reasonable men on this side -
must be e xamining very care
f ully whether  whatever is to 
happen must happen, and whether 
every action of this Government 
is meant to subdue and to ignore 
the views of Members on this side 
of the House. If such action is 
continued by the Government, then 
the necessary action from this 
side will follow which will 
render nugatory any preventive 
detention. I hope that we on 
this side will continue to exam
ine this matter very carefully 
and no t rashly declare that 
Guyana itself and the whole state 
of things is nothing but a fraud. 

Mr, Bhagwan: It is very 
interesting to hear from the lips 
of the hon. Prime Minister that 
41 Regulations will be revoked 
and that 9 detainees will be 
r eleased on the 30th June, I 
would have thought that the Prime 
Minister himself would have suc
ceeded in grasping the great im
portance of this step which has 
been taken. I must say that it 
is d efin itely a step in the 
right direction, and none of us 
here can fail tp give credit to 
the Government for behaving as it 
should and responding to a very 
long campaign of popular pressure 
demanding the release of people 
who have been wrongfully detained. 
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It is one of the fundamental 
principles of government that the 
Government must keep its ears to 
the ground and listen to the 
views of the people expressed at 
various levels and in different 
forums, and to react speedily to 
popular demands and pressures,: · I 
remember that, just before Inde
pendence on May 26, tµere\ was a 
march �rganised by the P.P.P. 
which climaxed with the present,a
tion of a petition to the\ Prime 
Minister signed by, i think, 
about 75,000 persons calling for 
the release of the detainees, 

8. 30: p. [11 ••

There was an appeal in the 
Press by prominent citizens of 
our countryJfervently requesting 
that the d etainees' should be

released,: I saw a petition from 
the United Force making a. similar
demand on the Govermaent.· I ha.d 
hoped that the Government would

have considered it expedient, or 
politically wise, to release the 
detainees on or before May �o, so 
that on that memorable day some 
effort would have been made to 
create new conditions a.nd to ease 
the tension which we all know 
exists. 

Without indulging in recrim
inations, I would say that the 
Prime Minister and his Cabinet 
ma.de a very serious blunder to 
have let slip by a very magiiifi� 
cent opportunity, whereby they 
could have created a much better 
at100sphere for the celebration of 
Indepe ndence,: Now that· the 
G overnment has decided a few 
w eeks after Independence to 
releas� the detainees, we can see 
that the conditions that obtained 
at the time of Independence were 

such as would have permitted the 
release ofethe detainee.s, 

The fact that the detainees 
were not released before or or, 
May �6, suggests that either the 
Government was guilty of politi
cal misjudgment or of treating 
a very fundamental issue wit 1i 
some amount of contempt and in
difference. 

I say these things not in any 
way to detract from the gesture 
that has just been made by the 
Prime Minister, but to point out 
that there �re.times when advice 
given by other sections and other 
groops of people in the comnunity 
should be heeded and shoftld be 
thought about seriously. 

I 811 aware of the fact · that 
one of t�e reasons why the  
detainees were not.released 
before was due to the considera
tion of the question of political 
tactics of face-saving,: This 
attitude of looking at fundament
al issues from a very personal 
and narrow point of view can have 
very serious repercussions in our 
society,: 

Now t hat this significant 
decision has been taken and now 
that we are in a situation where 
the detention camp set up by the 
B ritisn Government, will be empty 
and there will be no bones rot
t.,ing there, at least, for some 
t ime to come, I think we should 
understand certain manoeuvres and 
factors that form the basis of 
this whole pr·ocess of detention. 

We .are aware of the fact that 
the British Government had become 
very skilful in the use of the 
weapon of detention as a weapon 
in its political armoury fo:r t:he 
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destruction or dis\ortion of 
politicar movements.: We cannot 
fail to remember that the British 
Government, through its local 
representatives and its official 
r epresentatives, manag ed t o  
utilise this weapon wit h some 
effectiveness, when in 1954155 
many of the leaders of the then 
Independence movement were de
tained. 

The significance of that act 
of repression and suppression was 
that it paved the way for the 
first stage in the degeneration 
of thePeople's Progressive Party. 
It brought about· a very vicious 
poli�ical combat between the 
pres ent Prime Minister, Mr. 
Forbes Burnham, and the present 
Leader of the Opposition, Dr. 
C heddi J agan. That political 
struggle embroiling these two 
leaders of our country has had 
disastrous and tragic consequen
ces for the people of our country. 
It is of no credit to these two 
gentlemen that that quarrel has 
existed beyond 15 years and, to 
some extent, still bedevils the 
political stability and political 
hopes of our people. 

It is not without signifi
cance that 34 people were detain
ed on June 13, 1964, on the 
authority of the British Govern
ment through Sir Richard Luyt, 
a nd that the majority of the 
people who were detained were 
members of the pa rty then in 
power, the People's Progressive 
Party. · It is more significant 
that the members of t;lle People's 
Progressive Party. who were de
tained were involved iit a very 
serious inner party conflict. 

Among those members of £ he 
People's Progressive Party who 

were detained were some who were 
uncompromisingly against tbe 
manoeuvres and stratagems of the 
colonialists, who understood what 
they were about, who understood 
the tactics they were employing, 
and who resisted these tactic$ 
very strenuously. 

It is not surprising that as 
a result of those det entions 
enormous and prodigious changes 
occurred in the polit.ical situ� 
tion in  Guyana .  It is not 
surprising that the People's Pro
gressive Party once more, as 
consistent with earlier develop
ments in the 1950s, bec ame 
transformed and certain vital 
changes took place. 

The intention of the British 
may not have been directly to 
give aid and succour to the 
People's National Congress or to 
the United Force, but it was con
sistent with a systematic, calcu
lated and very cogently thought 
out plot, going way back to the 
1950s, to bring about the des
truction of the People's Progres
si ve Party. 

The efforts of the Briti sh 
Government have taken very many 
forms. The constant changes that 
affected the People's Progressive 
Party passed it throu�h stage 
after stage of degeneration, so 
that by the time we reached 1964 
and these detentions took place, 
the People's Progressive Party 
had about entered into its final 
st,age of degeneration. 

Some of the acts, including 
the detentions, allowed certain 
forces to domin.ate the develop
ment of the People's Progressive 
P_arty and to take it on a course 
which has spelled its doom as a 
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party along the lines it develop
ed in the earlier period. 

8. 40 p.m. 

Now it is no more than an 
opportunistiq electoral machine. 
Now it is no more than a racist 
conglomeration. Now it is no 
more than a band of dogmatic and 
sectarian ideologists whose 
position in that sense is com
pletely irrelevant. 

The British Government has 
played;upon the credulity of the 
leadership of the P.P.P. and 
allowed the leaders to make 
mistake after mistake. History 
will show that some people have 
been manoeuvred by the imperial
ists into making mistake after 
mistake. One review of the 
Mirror stated that the fault 
resides not in their stars but, 
in fact, in their capacity for 
political misjudgment and also 
in their ability to allow them
selves to be taken for a ride by 
t hose who a re supposed to be 
their enemies. 

On the other hand, at the 
time of the detention, I remember 
clearly that the P.N.C. and the 
U.F. actually clapped their hands 
in full support of the act of 
detention which was directed 
against certain Guyanese. The 
circumstances, in those days, 
were such that if people were to 
be detained on any grounds what
soever, then it would have meant 
that all would have been detained. 
It would have meant that parti
sans of the P.P�P., the P.N.C. 
and the U .F� would have been 
detained.· But the fact that only 
a small number of the members of 
the P.N.C. were detained and no 
member of the U.F. was detained, 

suggests, lithout the shadow of a 
doubt, that the detentions were 
discriminatory and were directed 
primarily against one political 
party in the country. 

These two parties have been 
in close association with both 
American and British imperialists 
and have been in constant alli
ance with them towards the inter
nal projection, in our country, 
of a policy that is very, very 
conservative, of a policy that 
smacks of colonial subservience 
to might and power. It is signi
ficant that:,, in his public state
ments and expressions, the Prime 
Minister has always beenwery, 
very silent on the question of 
the detainees, even when a few 
members of his party were de
tained in 1964. It is very sig
nificant that the leaders of the 
U.F. were most enthusiastic about 
the detention of their fellow 
Guyanese because those Guyanese 
happ ene d to have different 
political views and attitudes. 
That notoriou� newspaper that 
calls itself the Evenin� Post
used to carry a column revelling 
in the fact that the British 
Government saw fit to detain 
Guyanese. 

Governments have changed 
since these people have been de
tained, The imperialists have 
succeeded in their working, at 
least in a short-term period. A 
new Government took  control 
of governmental office and the 
Government continued these deten
tions. While we say a good deal 
to the Prime Minister now that he 
has announced his intention to 
release the nine detainees, this 
must, not be forgotten and should 
always be treated in the context 
of an act that was continued in 
the t radition of British im-
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perialist repressfon. This 
G o vernment had the power to 
release these detainees since it 
assumed office in December 1964. 
However, it did nothing and his
tory will have to state, cate
gorically, that that was an act 
that did not suggest any sense of 
priority in terms of the problems 
of a country. 

Only recently we have found 
that the U, F., which has taken 
a most peculiar position in 
politics, was calli�g for the 
release of the detainees. By 
that time, certain fears were 
bei� generated in the country. 
Members of the U.F. were them
selves afraid of what was likely 
to happen. Some of them were 
afraid for their own skins; some 
of Lpem saw the direction in 
which the wind was blowing; some 
of t hem realised that popular 
pressure was building up for re
laxation and for easing of ten
sions, and they who, more than the 
P.N.C., when the first act too k 
place, were strenuously, vigor
ously desperately in favour of 
the British Government I s decision, 
are now, hypocritically, as if to 
make political capital out of a 
situation, coming out like angels 
and saying, "Let us release the 
detainees and help create a 
state of stability". 

It we are to be objective 
political ana l ysts in thi s  
country we will realise that t�e 
United Force has been responsi
ble, more than any other party 
within recent times, for  t he 
degeneration of the political 
situation in this country. The 
members of the U .F. have intro
duced an element of hysteria� 
the communist phobia. They are 
the people who have injected, 
very suddenly,  more and more 

tensions between the two politi
cal parties and now they attempt, 
hypocri t ical.ly:, to benefit from a 
certain trend over which they had 
no control and, in fact, which 
they did not encourage and pro
mote. 

The members of the U. F. have 
taken a most dishonest position 
politically. They who are in 
control of some Minist;ries in 
which vast sums of money are 
being wasted and in which there 
is  no  pro per supervision and 
management, they who have been 
guilty of extravagance as much as 
anyone' else, have suddenly been 
hinting that the only people who 
are responsible for extravagance 
and squandermania are the members 
of the P.N.C. Similarly, on the 
question of political repression 
and the building of political 
fears and tensions in the society, 
the members of the U. F.:, at this 
last moment, when they have seen 
the handwriting on the wall, have 
come out in order to  appear 
before the public as if they, 
more than any one else, have been 
rooted on democratic tenets. 
[Mr.· Lucks "You shou l d  be 
ashamed. You ahovld fall down 
dead, truly • 11] [Laughter. J 

Day by day, the machinations 
and hypocrisy of all three poli
tical parties are exposed.: We 
should, therefore, sit down and 
think again because we have a 
situation where the leaders of 
all th ree political par ties, 
having .contributedi- in various 
ways, to a most tragic situation 
in this country, are now taking 
up the position of being angels 
in every sense of the word • 

8.50 p.m.

What is the situation now'l 
There is a Motion before this 
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House f or the ex tension of a 
State of Emergency. The Prime 
Minister comes before us and, as 
if he has done this country a 
great favour, as if he is guilt
less, as if the question revolves 
_complete ly arou n d  th e nine 
detainees, introduces a Motion 
for the extension of a State of 
Emergency;_ that the Prime Minis
ter should call for the extension 
of a State of Emergency is im
mediately an admission of failure 
on the part of his Government to 
create conditions which would 
allow for a peaceful transforma
tion of the situation now, 

The Prime Minister said that 
he needs a State;of Emergency so 
that he can control explosives 
and firearms:, and also because 
he is now in the process of pre
paring a National Security Bill 
which will give Government the 
powers to control explosives and 
fi rearms,: Nob ody can deny 
that in this situation such 
control is unnecessary. The 
Prime Minister has not been able 
now and at any previous time, to 
give clearly the reasonsiwhich 
would justify the extension of a 
State/of Emergency,: He has made 
many speeches on the emergency 
and he has not yet been able to 
say that the conditions in this 
country specifically warrant the 
·extension of the State of Emer

gency.· The fact that he has to
bring a National Security Bill
before this House does not justi
fy the continuance of a State of
Emergency.:

There h a s  been  i n  this 
country a trend towards peace, a 
trend which the Prime Minister 
constantlr t emphasises.· He is 
dealing with a problem that is 
both racial and cultural, and the 

mere fact•that it cannot b e  
solved by the use of force will 
suggest that other courses will 
have to be ta.ken by the Govern
ment if we are to arri·ve at the 
stage about which we are all 
speaking.· In these circUIISt&D::es, 
the State of Emergency is merely 
a political safety valve.: The 
State of Emergency is nothing 
but power politically manoeuvred. 
The State of Emergency is merely 
a psychological lever that accen
tuates the position of power, 
always allowing at any moment , 
the use of extraordinary powers 
which are at the command of the 
Government. The revocation of so 
many Regulations does note mean 
that these Regulations Lannot, at 
any time in the future, be reim
posed. 

I do not know what fears are 
circulating at the back of the 
Prime Minister's mind. I do not 
think that he, himself, believes 
that there are practical condi
tions which warrant the existence 
of a State of Emergency. I
believe that he has confidence in
the security forces operating
under the existing laws, and that
the existing laws, except for the
question of firearms and explo
sives, would allow for the pre
vention of any acts that some
people may be thinking about at
this stage.: The state of Emer
gency in the circumstances, can
only be interpreted as a sword of
Damocles hanging over the heads
o� Guyanese.·

There are many steps which 
the Prime Minister can take that 
will avoid and preclude the use 
of these measures of force.· I am 
very certain that the people in 
this country would be willing to 
give practical assistance to any 
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Govel"Dllent that is pcrepared to 
deaonstl'.8.te that it will bring 
the people together. 

aimltes aore and I -.U conclade 
ay speech. I will suggest tJaa.t 
the restrictions which are still 
being imposed upon those ao 1-ave 
recently been released - and I
hope that no restrictions will be 
placed on those who are to be 
released - would be reaoved 
i-ediately.

9 p.a. 

I do not think that the 
retention of these detainees is 
consistent with what has been 
said by  the Priae Minister. I

feel that the security-forces, 
operating under the laws which
exist, can take care of any
trouble which aay arise in the
co .. unity. I advocate that we

The lational Security Bill 
which is to be brought before 
this Bouse is going to be used, as 
the Priae Minister said, for t1te 
control of tireans and explo
sives, and tor preventive dete11-
tion. · lnowing what happens in 
underdeveloped countries, knowing 
the probleas ot these eaergent 
states, knowing that crises are 
things which we aust accept in 
principle, in certain circua
stances preventive detention can 
be justified. What I should like 
to beer froa the Priae Minister 
is  a f air and coaprehensive 
justification for the need for a 
National Security Bill which aias 
at preventive detention. 

· get down seriously to the task
of assessing priori ties. The
priority in this country at the
aoaent is to find soae aethod
of getting all of the people to
work together.

In this country, 'What we have 
is a problea of Indians and 
Africans not living together as 
Guyanese. There is the problem 
of conflict between the Priae

Minister and Dr •. Jagan.· There is 
the conflict.between the P.P.P.

and the P.N.C. There are all 
kinds of manoeuvres in which one 
is atteapting to destroy the 
other. I wonder if the Priae

Minister is suggesting to us that 
these conflicts at so aau;y levels 
can only be solved by the passage 
of a Bill for preventive deten
tion! I should Hlre to know froa 
the Priae Minister if be thinks 
that moving fro• one stage of 
powel" to another, that is, froa a 
State of F.ae11ency to preventive 
de tention will, in any way, 
create the conditions for the 
reunification of the people in• 
the country. 

Mr. Speaker: Tie! 

Mr. B1aa1w•1 I do not wish 
to take up much tiae. Just two

What is very vital is that 
this Govenment , if it wants to 
prevent any further clashes or 
conflicts, aust arrange for its 
Ministers to go aaong the people. 
The Ministers aust go fro• dis
trict to district to· find out 
"ii.at the rice faraers think , and 
go all over the country in an 
endeavour to solve the probleas 
facing the people.· If this is 
done, then there 110uld be no need 
for attacks and counter-attacks, 
and things will work to the 
benefit of the people and the 
Meabers of this House. 

lib. •• .. ••• Every tiae I 
enter this Cheaber I hope to find 
some evidence that the Goveruent 
is aovina in the direct ion of 
wisdoa. I do this even age.inst 
ay be tter judgaent; I keep 
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hoping, and my hopes are always priety for this House to discuss 
frustrated. This afternoon is no a matter like that, but it is not 
exception. I came here in a mood a matter of constitutional im

of tolerance, even though I knew propriety to ask us to provide 
that we were to be required, at the money for the staff! 
short notice, to deal with a 
matter of grave importance with
out our Members who live far out 
in the country having an oppor
tunity  of being aware of the 
nature and gravity of the busi
ness we have to deal with today. 

Bu t t h is same Attorney
Gener a 1 di d not  no t i c e t h e  
constitutional impropriety which 
had allowed a police officer to 
sign an order to incarcerate my 
colleague the hon. Mr. Wilson 
when he did not have the power to 
do so, because the order which 
was u sed to incarcerate  Mr. 
Wilson for eight days ias an 
order to empower the police to 
hold a person while carrying out 
investigations. The police were 
not carrying out any investiga
tions when they held Mr. Wilson. 
They h e 1 d h i m b e c au s e t h e y 
thought that, with him out of the 
gaol, th e p re parations  for  
receiving Her Gracious Majesty in 
our c o un try m ight  hava.. been 
spoiled. 

I, nevertheless, tolerant and 
hopeful, thought I would find 
some evidence of wisdom on the 
part of the Government. I have 
found no evidence of wisdom. I 
have found what has been apparent 
all along, a great emphasis upon 
formality, and a great desire to 
create an appearance designed to 
deceive the imagination, 

We are discussing a Motion 
for the extension of the State of 
Emergency which has been in force 
in its present form since the 
South African, Governor Luyt, 
sent some of my colleagues to 
detention as a Queen's birthday 
gift to t h e p e o p 1 e i n t h i s 
count ry in 1964. From t hen 
onwards there has been a great 
amoun t of interference in our 
constitutional system. 

This afternoon the hon. Dr. 
Ramsahoye asked a very serious 
question when we were discussing 
the Financial Papers. He asked 
a question concerning justice. 
He wanted to find out what was 
happening regarding the provision 
of staff for the High Court. Up 
jumped the glib hon. Attorney
Gener al, and he talked about 
constitutional impropriety. It 

This returned exile is con
cerne d abo ut  constitu tional 
propriety in a matter in which 
this House has a right and a deep 
interest. It is of the gravest 
concern to all the people in this 
land when he talks about consti
tutional propriety, but he dici 
not know anything about constitu
tional propriety when it came to 
the incarceration of a Member of 
this House unlawfully on the 
basis of an order signed by a 
police officer! 

We  come to this House and 
time and again we are asked to 
agree to the expenditure of money, 
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and when we seek Ci'easonable 
information it is denied us. 
Some Ministers do nbt know what 
to tell us. The Prime Minister 
usually gives us some lie; he 
guesses now and then, like the 
time when he said that the mem
bers of the coastguard were tak
ing training in the bush on the 
first night we d iscussed the 
Estimates. We hear words about 
democracy, but when we come to 
the facts we find there is no 
such thing. This afternoon the 
hon. Prime Minister was talking 
about democracy, but our democra
tic d'ight s  to know about the 
things we are asked to judge were 
not met and we were not given the 
infor matio n  we requ ired. No 
society can exist on the basis of 
institutions which are purely 
formal. 
9, 10 p.m. 

That, I submit, is the great 
evil, the great sickness, that 
pervades our body politic at the 
present time. We are like Alice 
in Wonderland. Nothing is what 
it appears to be. I am sentenced 
for the life of this House to see 
in front of me the picture of the 
Prime Minister, which was pre
sented to this country as a gift 
to tbe peop le by a firm which 
began its early life in this  
country as a licensed pirate of 
the Crown, as slave-owners, and I 
am condemned to sit and look at 
the picture which reminds me of 
early piracy for the balance of 
whatever little time I have until 
the Ptime Minister decides to put 
me in detention. 

No society can be better than 
its institutions, and just as our 

Parli ame nt h as been  ma d e  a 
mockery through the cavalier way 
in wh ich the Governme n t  has 
treated the Members of Parliament, 
in the same way that this empty 
chair of a front bench member of 
the Opposition has been looking 

at the· opposite side for more 
than a year - I believe that'it 
is a year today or will be a year
in a couple of days - so there is 
an emptiness in the institutions 
that we have. 

When, therefore, the Goverti 
ment comes to this House and con
fesses that it cannot administer 
the a ff a ir s  of this country 
unless it is given powers which 
are not normal to the kind of 
society. which it says it emulates 
- I remember the hon. Member, Mr.
Budhoo, told us something about
f ollowing the pattern of  the
Westminster-model - when your
Parliament is an empty institu
tion, then it follows that the
Government cannot possibly govern
the �ountry without some extra
institutions which it does not
have to operate at the democratic
level.

When there is a request for 
an extension of the Emergency, 
there is another confession that 
the Government has failed. When 
the Government tells us that it 
intends to set up ordinary law 
which will give it pow ers that it 
now has in a State of Emergency, 
it is doing no more than confes
sing that  it ca nnot  see the 
possibility ever of governing 
this country in the traditions 
and according to the practices of 
democratic government. 
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We hear d  auch about  this 
Constitution before we bad the 
privilege of seeing it and, as I 
said, we hear auch about law and 
constitutional pr opriety and 
justice. The Attorney-General 
and Minister of State was telling 
us this afternoon in effect that 
the C ourts and Judges are all 
sacrosanct, that we aust not have 
anything to say about thea, but 
under the law which the Govern
ment proposes to enact, it will 
be provided that a person detain
ed un der the law must appear 
before a tribunal within a speci
fied time. 

. 

Mr. Speaker: Which law? 

Mr. llabbard: The Preventive 
Detention law. 

Mr. Speaker: You are antici
pating it. 

Mr. Habhard: But the Consti
tution provides certain --

Mr. Speaker: Are you allowed 
to discuss it before it comes 
before the House? 

Mr. llahhar•: The hon. Prime 
�inister referred to it as one of 
the substantive --

Mr. Speaker: I am asking 
whether you can discuss any part 
of it before it is tabled in.this 
House? 

Ir. ft•bbarth I am aerely 
following the Priae Minister. 

Mr. Speaker: I rule that you 
aust not make reference to it. 

llr. Wbard: I ho! to yout 
ruling. I cannot speak about t» 
preventive detention law whicb 
the Priae Minister brought before 
this House, but I can speak on 
soae other aatter which is rela
tive to our political situation 
at the present tiae. 

iar. S,eaker: Speak on the 
Motion before the House. 

Ir. Hilt.hard: The Government 
has been ruling by Emergency and 
along with detaining persons who 
are all of one political per ... 
suasion, namely, the Peo3le's
Progressive Party, - nobody else 
has been detained since  the 
Government lei out members of the 
P.N.C. at Christmas, 1964, - the 
Goverllllent has been conducting a 
campaign against the persons who 
support the People's Progressive 
Party. 

The latest instance of this 
took place just a couple of weeks 
ago at Beterverwagting where some 
people who bad been refugees from 
the village had set up their 
market.· They thought it was safe 
for tbea to be there.· They were 
driven out because they refused 
to go back to the market and to 
pay rates and taxes. I do not 
know whether the hon.· Minister of 
Local Government knows anything 
at all about the matter. Perhaps 
like his colleag ue, the  new 
Member, he does not see what is 
going on. He just gets a. vision 
in his mind and puts that out. 

What the hon. Members a.r e 
gover ning are  not ina nimate 
masses of sculpture. What they 
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are governing are huian beings. 
I think that part of the trouble 
of the Government may well be 
that some of its leading members, 
unlike some hon. Members who have 
spoken before, put all the blame 
on the Prime Minister.· The Prime 
Minister can persuade his col
leagues, but if he is a jailer, 
so is every other member of his 
party. I am of the view that the 
Prime Minister is principally 
responsible, but so are his col-
leagues, all of them. 

The trouble is, I think, that 
a nun::ber of leading personalities 
in this Government are not aware 
of how human beings respond in 
certain circumstances. We know 
that in matters of security the 
Government is guided by reports 
submitted by an expatriate offi
cer, who I believe had consider
able experience in an unfortunate 
country called Malaya. These 
persons receive their training in 
a manner that makes them forget 
what human responses are. They 
know that if one takes a dog and 
wants to train it in a certain 
way, one can keep hitting it over 
the nose and it will behave as 
desjred if one hits it a suffi
cient number of times. 

9. 20 p. m. 

Human beings do not behave in
that way. Terror will produce 
submission up to a point, but 
terror can  never  educe c o
operation from anyone. Terror 
may produce submission in some, 
but it is a destroyer of initia
tive. 

At this moment in our history 
we need positive rule, positive 

responses and the whole-hearted 
co-operation of all the people. 
I am not one of those visionaries 
who believe that there can ever 
be a soc iety or a s itu ation 
in which everyone agrees with 
everything that is done. That 
I am right is evident  from 
th e fact that the hon. Mem
ber Mr.: Bhagwan ls able to get 
a few persons to co-operate with 
him. We should establish a wide 
consensus over the majority of 
the population, an d with that 
wide consensus we can take fruit
ful,�positive action and go  
forward. This is not the time 
when we must have action which 
perpetuates division. 

It may be that division is 
essential to keep certain people 
in office and to keep others out 
of office. If the maintenance in 
office of a particular group is. 
the essence and purpose of the 
Government, then we have not got 
anything positive. What we have 
got is something negative and 
something that i s  completely 
sterile. We have seen that the 
operations of the Government's 
policies, based on objectives 
which are obscured, have led to 
the impoverishment of a large 
section of our population. You 
cannot elicit co-operation froJ 

· people whose property has been
destroyed, whose hope for the 
future has been destroyed and who 
see no escape from an economic 
trap. 

The Government would be well
advised to forget about the 
emergency. The hon. Member Dr. 
Ramsahoye spoke wise words this 
afternoon when he said that a 
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speci al institution like the 
emergency lends itself to abuse. 
Just about a fortnight ago -
yesterday was a fortnight - we 
saw w here the hon. Member Mr. 
Wilson and some of his colleagues 
were arrested by the police, 
t aken to the police station, 
kept there for several hours and 
told to return in a fortnight's 
time to find out whether the 
Police had been able to discover 
a law under which they could be 
charged. [Mr. Lal 1: "Cowboy 
law. 11] I think it was D.M. Pritt, 
the eminent British lawyer, who 
first brought the phrase "cowboy 
justice" to this country. That 
is the level to which our in
stitutions have degenerated at 
this time. I make bold to sug
gest that our degenerated insti
tutions are part of the golden 
handshake which the Crown has 
left us with. 

An other  a s p e ct of t his  
measure which disturbs me is the 
manner in which it is linked with 
reports f ro m  certain soci al 
quarters that pressure for the 
continu ation of  a State  of 
�mergency has been brought to 
bear on this Government by the 
Ambassador to the·United States 
because it would be a suitable 
background for the visit which is 
soon to be made to the U.S.A. by 
the Prime Minister. Now that 
gentleman recently risked his 
diplomatic career by going to the 
U.S. Congress and recommending 
our Prime Minister as a suitable 
person for the U.S. Government to 
support. This is an indication 
of the influence which the U.S. 
Government exercises and I shall 

be mo st unjiappy to feel that, 
having got rid of one set of 
rascals, we are to be subjected 
to another set of rascals. These 
are foreign influences. 

The United States of America 
is governed - a large section of 
it anyway - according to princi
ples which can do us no good. 
Even now, in the southern state 
of Mississippi, human beings like 
ourselves, who have the mis
fortune of being pigmented in a 
way that some do not like, are 
being brutally treated. This 
has been going on for more than a 
century, since the abolitiin of 
slavery, and it is painful to me 
to feel that that kind of bar
barian is to be the counsellor to 
this Government. If that is the 
kind of counsellor that this 
Govern ment  h as,  then it is 
perfectly understandable why this 
Government can see no way ahead 
for governing this country except 
un der a State of Emergency. 
Those people themselves, although 
their institutions do not provide 
for it, live under a State of 
Emergency. 

9.30 p.m. 

I have had the privilege - it 
is a privilege - of having driven 
in a train through the Southern 
States of the United States of 
America, and I have seen that -
believe it or not - on a platform 
no bigger than one section of 
this table there was a division: 
on one side was marked "White" 
and on the other side was marked 
"Coloured". Absolute lunacy! In 
a few places they have progress
ed. People like Dr. Richmond can 
go to school. People like Mr. 
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Cheek s c a n  g o  an  d <e a t  in a 
Dertain place where they serve 
things like old ladies' butter
milk. In another two centuries 
they m ight reach a lev e l  of 
civilisation. But, as I said, if 
these people are to be our men
tors, then there is nothing to be 
surprised at when it is proposed

that we should permanently live 
under a State of Emergency, or
when i t i s prop  o s e d that  a 
special law that gives extra 
power should become normal to the 
country. Finally, I should like 
to mention --

e 

"r· Speaker: How many more 
minutes do you require? 

Mr, 
minutes. 

Hubbard: P erhaps two 
I shall just wind up,

�r. Speaker: Proceed . 

Mr, Hubbard: I am grateful. 
I should say that the wise do not 
add insu lt to  injury, and I 
should like to suggest to the 
Governmen t that i ts progress 
towards national reintegration, 
its progress towards acceptance 
by th e population as a whole, 
would be made easier if it would 
soft-pedal on its pronouncements 
about democracy and fairplay, 
while it is unable to restrain 
the vandalism that kee�s pro 
ducers from reaping their pro
duce._ Do not be hypocrites and 
people will respect all of you. 

 

Mr, Lall: It is really a 
blessing in disguise to hear from 
the lips of the hon. Prime Minis
ter that the unfortunate children 
whose fathers have been locked up 
for years and months will once 

more have the guiding care of 
their beloved fathers. Those 
aggrieved wives will have the 
opportunity of having the car
essing care, and feeling the 
caressing arms of their hus
b ands. It is unfortunate to 
learn tliat the situation warrants 
the release of the detainees on 
the 30th June, but it does not 
warra n t  the  re 1 ease o f the  
detainees tomorrow. What is the 
motive behind all of this? Is it 
to show that you have power? 

There were many great kings 
who had power and they had the 
makers of laws on their side, but 
they all diminished. The hy
pocrisy that they practised has 
been washed away just as the sea 
washes the sand away. There is a 
proverb: "The evil that men do 
1 �.ves after them". 

I shall advise this Govern
ment or any of its law-making 
agencies to do whatever they are 
doing without favour, fear or 
partiality. Do not discriminate 
against human beings, for one day 
the same treatment shall be meted 
out to you. That is why I should 
like the Government to advise my 
dear friend, the Prime Minister 
to give the wives their husbands, 
to gi v e t he  c hi  1 d re n t he  i r 
fathers, to give the mothers 
'their sons tomorrow, instead of 
the 30th June. Let justice not 
only be done but let it appear to 
be done. 

We must at all times remember 
that no repressive measure can 
suppress the conscience of an 
individual for it is said that 
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prison doors cannot suppress the 
conscience of the nation. There
fore, I should like to advise the 
Government that whenever it is 
going to do something, whenever 
it is going to apply a measure, 
it mu st first try to find out 
whether it is right or wrong. 

9. 40 p.m.

I spoke to the hon. Prime 
Minister the other day when I 
went with my union's delegation 
to meet him. I appealed to hiw 
to release the detainees. A fe� 
days after I was very happy to 
learn that he had released three 
detainees. But what happened 
after that? He released them, 
but he restricted them to the 
area in which they are living. 
How must these people gain a 
livelihood? Is this justi ce? 
[Interruption.] Unfortunately, 
the hon. Deputy Speaker cannot 
remain in his seat and hear what 
I have to say. I am asking the 
Government not to restrict the 
detainees,who have been released 
to any particular area or to the 
areas in which they live.. They 
must be given freedom to go where 
they want. 

I was once de tained and 
charged for telling the people: 
"We shall_pass through this 
world but onc e, and anything 
we c a n  do  to save  h u manity 
from exploitation and p overty 
le t us d o  it n ow, for  we  
shall not pass this way again". I 
was charged with sedition for 
uttering these words, and the 
case was dismissed in the Magis
trate's Court. Fortunately or 

unfortunately, 1 was ordered to 
be tried in the Supreme Court. 
Truth and justice triumphe". and 
I was released by the learned 
Judge . No doubt  I w ill b e  
c�arged again. 

I am  sa y ing that these  
repressive measures and these 
injustices do not always bear 
fruit and they boomerang.· That 
is why at all times we must do 
everything that is right. I 
always take the opportunity to 
advise my colleagues that we must 
always try to do the right thing 
in this honourable Parl141,ment, 
and we must do something tangible 
for the people of Guyana, I have 
heard the hon. Prime Minister 
making reference to legislation 
for a preventive detention Act. 
That i s not n e c es s a r y in a 
democratic country. As long as 
you govern the country in keeping 
with the tenets of democracy, you 
can rest ussured that the people 
will adhere to and abide by the 
principles of democracy. But if 
you want to administer cowboy 
justice in the country, then, of 
course , you will meet  w ith 
retaliation. 

We  saw what hap p en e d  in 
Guyana, and we read in the Press 
about what is happening in the 
African countries. We can follow 
the example o·f the United Kingdom 
where democracy is being prac
tised by the Parliament. That is 
what we need in this country. We . 
must not plant fear in the mincis 
of the people by introducing a 
preventive detention Bill.: I can 
remember a Minister telling me: 
"Harry boy, I am afraid that 
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within- the next few days myself 
and another Minister will be in 
the de tent ion camp."· I will not 
call the names of those Ministers. 
[Hon. �embers (Go vern ment): 
"Call their names."] If a Minis
ter is afraid of detention, then 
what next? Let me warn all of 
you over there that once you are 
puppets, you have to remain 
as puppets otherwise you will be 
placed ·in detention. You will 
always have to be like the sub
missive little boy, or you will 
be sent to the detention camp. 
The members of the P.N.C. call it 
the "lnglorious pen''. 

Arguments may be adduced in 
this House that India has a 
preventive detention Act, but 
India is the only country that 
has that Act today. Maybe they 
cannot govern the people because 
it is a country with 350 million 
people starving, and they believe 
that they can rule these people 
only by this preventive detention 
Act. 
9.50 p.m. 

There is a population here of 
a little over half a million 
people and the great giant the 
Prime Minister, who is called by 
the false name of "the Kabaka", 
cannot rule half a million people 
without a preventive detention 
Act. What a shame and disgrace! 
I do not want to be in a country 
and in a Parliament that is going 
to pass a Bill like that. It 
would be an indignity to occupy 
a seat in this House and to have 
a Bill like that passed in this 
Parliament . 

We want meas�res that can 
benefit the ordinary people; we 

want measures to give employment 
to the unemployed; we want laws 
to give security �o the working
class people of Guyana; we want 
laws that will provide social 
insurance for the working -class 
people; we want laws to give 
family allowances to the working 
class.: We do not want a preven
tive detention Act. 

No tyrannical laws can sup
press the militancy _of the work
ing-class people of Guyana. May
be it is the intention of the 
Government to bring legislation 
to scare the working-class people 
of this country so that they can
not ask for progressiye measures. 
Today what do we find in Guyana? 
The Government realises that 
there are some weak-kneed lead
ers, esp ecially in the trade 
union field.: It knows that the 
introduction of this type of 
le gislation will drive such 
leaders into their shells. 

Workers are sacked every day 
and trade u nion leaders are 
apologising for the Government. 
Why? Because the Emergency Order 
is still in force. The leaders 
think that if they are militant 
they will be sent to the in
glorious pen at Sibley Hall. I 
have been there and I can return 
there tomorrow as long as I am 
sent there for speaking the truth, 
but I warn the Government: the 
leaders are not leadin g t he 
people now; the people are lead
ing the leaders. The people are 
beginning to see that the leaders 
are becoming backward and the 
people must now push them. 
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Sooner or later the working
class people are going to find 
out their weak-kneed leaders and 
are going to push them one by one. 
The Government will then be con

fronted with a working-class 
rebellion. That is why I advise 
the Government to make laws that 
will help the working-class man. 
It is i nconce i v able that a 
Guyanese cannot spend more than 
t wo week s in Trinidad without 
being deported, yet we are re
ceiving West Indians with open 
arms. Before deporti�g them we 
say, "Go to the interior", then 
they return to Georgetown one 
by one. 

Do hon. Members know what 
happened at the waterfront the 
other da y? The workers there 
were being underpaid for unload
ing a ship, but the West Indians 
said "Two of us can unload it." 
I said, "Put your hand there, and 
you will see what will happen". 
This Government is enacting laws 
to protect the capitalist. class 
by ev ery me ans. I warn th e 
Government that the vanguard of 
people will be marching. Be on 
the lookout! Prepare yourselves, 
or you will be swallowed by them. 

O nce again I advise this 
Government to withdraw, without 
delay, the Emergency Order and 
let u s  g o  ahea d to b ui l d  a 
democratic country in which we 
all can live and work in peace 
and happiness . 

Sitting susperded at 10 p.m.

10.17 p.m.

On resumption 

Mr. Wilson: I think it will 
be generally agreed, even by the 

most fanat.ical supporter of the 
Government, that this Motion 
brought here today, by the Prime 
Minister, seeking to extend the 
emergency to 31st December, 1966, 
is doing a great disservice to 
the newly independent Guyana. Of 
course ,  t h e  Me mbers on the  
Government Benches are impervious 
to the emotion of shame and are 
,able to disguise the torture, I 
should sa y ,  which is pa ssing 
through their minds because of 
this disgraceful act of extending 
the emergency when conditions do 
not warrant it, when there is 
peace, harmony and stabilit.,, and 
when we are seeking to have the 
nation a nd th e people :united 
under the slogan: "One people, 
one nation, one destiny." Isn't 
the Government doing a great dis
service to this country? 

I should have a feeling of 
happiness for the sake of the 
nine persons who are to be re
leased. We must sympathise with 
them, put ourselves in their 
places and feel a sense of hap
piness because they will soon get 
the opportunity - we hope - of 
being reunited with their fami
lies and of getting the necessary 
medical attention. The health of 
these detainees has deteriorated 
during the period of detention. 
I do not know whether a special 
drug was put into their meals. 
The-hon. Member Mr. Nunes is very 
ill in hospital. Anything can 
happen at any time. Anyway, we 
are happy that he will be able to 
see an independent doctor and 
perhaps have his health restored. 

We are unhappy over the delay 
in releasing the detainees. As 
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the hon. Member Mr. ital! said; 
why not release them today or 
tomorrow? How graceful it would 
have been if, simultaneously with 
the announcement, the detainees 
were released! But, of course, 
you d o  not expect better from 
people with colonial mentalities. 
There is a penchant for a bom
basti c sho� of power. 11 1 can 
release you now, tomorrow, the 
day a ft e r tom o r r o w, o r next 
Thursday. It  lies within my 
power to say when. 11· This is the 
mentality of colonialists. The 
delay in releasing the detainees 
illu�rates the state of mind of 
the members of the Government. 

There must be great doubt, in 
our minds, because of this delay. 
Now what are the reasons for the 
doubt? 

10. 25 p. m.

It is a patent fact that the 
Prime Minister is highly "ambigu
ous.·" The word ambiguous means 
that when something is said it 
could have a double meaning and 
both could be correct. For 
instance, the detainees could be 
released or they could not be 
released. Mr. Burnham has said 
it. Was it not the same p�rson 
who said some time ago, "The Con
stitution shall be removed over 
my dead body"t? Did he allow his 
body to die or did he run like a 
scared rabbit? He hid himself 
safely away from the hands that 
would have brought death to his 
body. Was it not the Prime 
Minister who said that he would 
not be seen under the same roof 
with a certain Governor? But he 
was seen under the same roof with 

this Governor! Was it not he who 
said, "Let us call in arms"? He 
told the people that all arms 
should be turned in, and after the 
arms were turned in, arms were 
found in_his possession. Arms were 
found at Elizabeth Gu�st House 
under his control, and at Mahai
cony, in the possession of some
one who was working under his 
orders. 

First, we must look and see 
if there is not some trick under 
the surface of the ambiguous Mr. 
Burnham. Was it not the same 
person who, a w-eek or so ago, 
said in the Caribbean, in Barba
dos I think, "The emergency will 
be lifted in ,July"" That is next 
month. Now, when this emergency 
shoul d  have been  allowe d t o  
die a natural death on the 15th 
of July, the Prime Minister is 
seeking to have it extended to 
the 31st of December. How con
tradictory! 

Was it not the Prime Minister 
who said that everything was 
going to be done to rehabilitate 
the displaced persons, while at 
the s ame time everything was 
being done to cause confusion 
among them, to oppress them by 
spiteful acts? How are we to 
know that during this period, 
from now until Thursday, agent� 
connected with the Government 
are Eot going to perform cer
tain acts which wi ll be used 
as reasons for not releasing the 
detainees and, as a matter of
fact, for  putti ng some more 
people in detention? When some
one wanted to _slaughter severa� 
people at Wismar, he g ot his 
agents to murder two old people 
at Buxtom. 
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A re presentative o f  the 
United Force rose on a point of 
correction to say th_at the United 
Force did not say that it  wan
ted the emergency to be lifted, 
but that the detainees should be 
released. Members of the United 
Force would like the detainees to 
be released because they want to 
save their own skins. They know 
that recently certain people have 
been saying, "When we are done 
with one set we are going to turn 
to another set", and the support
ers of the United Force are in 
fear. The supporte rs of the 
P.N.C. have always been greedy 
for blood. By trying to bring an 
end to this question of detention, 
members of the United Force are 
thinking of savin g their own 
skins, it is a matter of self
interest to them. 

Let us look again at this 
question and see if there is any 
reason for doubt. On two pre
vious occasions when the emergen
cy was to be extended, one of the 
reasons was that the situation 
did not warrant it, and the other 
was that an attempt was made on 
Polo's life. On another occasion, 
Akbar Alli was murdered, there
fore the emergency had to be 
extended. This time the emergen
cy must be extended because the 
Leader of the Opposition and the 
Leader of the United Force are 
not in the country. How naive! 
The first time, the situation did 
not warrant it! The second time, 
an at tempt had  been ma de  on 
Polo's life! The third time, 
Akbar Alli was murdered! Now, it 
seems that the Leader of the Oppo-

sition is ,01ng to be annoyed if 
he comes back and finds that the 
emergency has been lifted! [Mr. 
Jordan: "•You are past sal va
tion. "] But a Government that 
has come into power by fraud, by 
force, by  subve rsi on, and by 
violence, cannot act otherwise. 

This Government is afraid of 
what may happen to it. It is 
seeing through its own eyes what 
it did when it was in the Opposi
tion. It used fo rce, fraud; 
violence and subversion. It 
used C. I. A. intrigue and money. 

10. 35 p. m.

While we are glad to hear 
that the detainees are going to 
be released, we are sorry to find 
that the history of the pages of 
this new Independence Constitu
tion will be blotted by this act 
of keeping the emergency in this 
country. There is no good reason 
for continuing the emergency. I 
do not know whether the members 
of the Government will be amen
able to a few positive sugges
tions. Now that they have done 
so much harm, would they consider 
it reasonable to offer compensa
tion to the detainees for having 
detained them from their jobs and 
their wives for years? Will they 
pay compensation to wives who 
have been deprived  of their  
husbands, and to children who 
have been dep rived  of their 
parents? Would they consider 
giving c o mpensation  t o  t h e  
farmers who have been deprived of 
guns and ammunition and have lost 
their crops? That would help to 
ease the trouble in the minds of 
these people.: 
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On the other hand, would the 
Government consider giving com
pensation for the loss of health 
which some detainees have suffer
ed? Practically every detainee 
has suffered so far as health is 
concerned,: Every detainee has 
been suffering from either his 
eyes, stomach, liver, kidney, or 
heart. The hon. Mr. Nunes' feet 
were swollen because his kidneys 
are bad. What about compensation 
for the deterioration of one's 
heal th'! I feel that these things 
should be taken into considera
tion by the Government. 

After we have spoken, I think 
that the Government will see the 
wisdom in not pressing for the 
retention of the emergency. The 
members of this Government must 
do things in keeping with the 
status of an independent country 
and not as colonialists.: 

Dr. Ramjohn: We on this 
side of the House are indeed 
grateful that the Government has 
finally yielded to pressure from 
the Oppo sition together with 
public opinion, and has decided 
to release the detainees. I 
suspe c t  t h at t he re i s  also  
another reason which was never 
mentioned by the Prime Minister, 
and that is the deep-seat·ed dis
agreement among the coalition 
parties of the Government on this 
issue. 

We have spent many bitter 
hour s protesting against the 

• wrongful detention of our col-
.. leagues. We, therefore, rejoice�

but as previous hon. Members have 
said, I regret that the Cabinet, 
having taken a decision to re-

lease these men, will not be 
doing so until some time during 
next week. I do not see the 
reason for this. It seems rather 
stran ge to  me t hat when  the 
Government wanted to detain these 
people it did so very hurriedly 
and very efficiently. I recall 
that one Member of this House was 
actually arrested in his under
clothes, and before he f ully 
realised what was happening he 
was in the detention camp. I can 
see no reason why, after this 
decision has been made, these men 
should still be kept in deten
tion. 

All of the men who have been 
kept behind barbed wire were 
living under rigid conditions for 
many months - over a year in some 
cases - an d the  hon.  Prim e 
Minister did not think it fit to 
give a reason why they should 
continue in detention until next 
week. I suspect that there is a 
reason, but I feel that the hon. 
Prime Minister should think of 
the feelings of the men who are 
imprisoned and, at least, mention 
his reason for prolonging the 
detention. Perhaps he has left 
the reason until he is summing.:.
up. I hope he will give us a 
good reason. 

Although we reJ01ce to hear 
that the men will be released, I 
did n ot hear t he hon.  Pri me 
Minister say that the particular 
sections dealing with preventive 
deten tion are being rev oked .  
What is to prevent the Government, 
having  released these m en on 
Thursday, from locking them up 
again on Friday or a month after-
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Emergency Regulations a re to 
continue in force for another six 
months and the repre ssion will 
continue . The Government is 
merely releasing these men as a 
result of public opinion and 
pressure from the Opposition. 

I also suspect that the hon. 
Prime Minister has been somewhat 
dishonest in giving his re asons 
for t he con tinu a t ion o f  t he 
emergency. It is an open secret 
that there is grave disagreement 
among the members of the Coali
tion Government. I refer now to 
the United Force's Charter, and I 
should like to read a section 
from it which w as reprinted in 
its official organ The Sun. It 
states: 

"We believe that the rights 
of the People are: 

(1) Full education for citi
zenship and leisure.

(2) Participation in Govern
ment by the exercise of
the franchise at definite
periods.

(3) Participation according
to their talents in the
productive effort of the
comm unity, and a fair
share of the fruits of
such effort.

10.45 p.m. 

(4) Freedom under law of as
sociation for political,
econ om i c, re  1 i g i o u s  ,
T rade Union and othe�

Pirposes, and freedom of 
expression in speech and 
writing. 

(5) Freedom from arbitrary
arrest and imprisonment,
and from inhuman police
and penal procedure.

(6) Trial.by an impartial and
independent judicature."

This is the Ch arter-of the 
United Force and yet members of 
that party will sit on that side 
of the Ho use and vote for the 
continuation of the emergency and 
for the provisions of arbitrary 
arrest and imprisonment.

0 
This 

matter goes very deep, we cannot 
tre at it as lightly as Members on 
the Government Benches would like 
to have us do .  Depriving an 
individu al of his liberty, is a 
very important matter and even 
the smal l e st erosion must be 
protested vigorously at the out
set or the time will come when we 
will not be able to protest at 
all. 

I sumbit that the members of 
the United Force are being gagged 
from exp res  sing t h e i r  true  
opinions on thi s question and I 
challenge the Government to allow 
a free vote. I should like to 
quote from the official organ of 
the United Forc e, o n e  of the 
coalition p artie s forming the 
GoveFlllllent. It is a letter pub
lished in.The Sun of April 23, 
1966, on page four. I quote: 

"'lhe Edi tor, 

The Sun. 
Sir, 

"It was with some dis
appointment that I noticed 
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that there hadoapparently 
been n o  com m e nt f r o m  a 
United Force Representative 
when the m otion to extend 
the Emergency was debated in 
the House. While it is true 
that our Ministers are in 
the straight-jacket (sic) of 
Cab ine t responsi b i lity,  
there seems to have been no 
good reason why our back
benchers could not have 
spoken up to put the matter 
in proper perspective. Un
happily Government state
ments on the matte r have 
been little more than emo
tional irrelevancies. 

"rhe State of Emergency 
and the use made of it are 
things apart. To be ready 
for trouble is one thing, to 
use the apparatus of readi
nes s as a substitute for 
adequate police work and to 
by-pass the courts is anoth
er. The State of Emergency 
was declared in the face of 
wide-spread civil disorder, 
and its maintenance at this 
time might be justified if 
�er e w e r e r e a s o na b l e  
grounds for supposing that 
this might recur in the im
mediate future. The reports 
coming fro m the Tri-Conti
nental Conspiracy recently 
held in Cuba and attended by 
the Leader of the Opposition 
might indeed convince a pru
dent government to hold it
self in readiness. It might 
be held to justify maintain
ing the Emergency until the 
Guyana Defence Force was at 
its assigned s trength and. 
presumably able to deal with 

any extensive disorder that 
might arise • 

"Unhappily, this has not 
been one of the s ev era.J 
lines taken by the Ministel 
of Home Affairs. Emergency 
is regarded not as a means 
of p reparedness but as a 
tool for detention. The 
Minister of Home Affairs on 

the occasion of the exten
sion before last explained 
that the detentions had to 
continue since those inside 
had the techniques and those 
outside the plans. How many 
years will it be before the 
techniques are forgotten and 
the plans mislaid? For some, 
it has not been supposed to 
have happened in two years. 
Will it be in twenty? In 
forty? 

"·The murder of  Ack bar 
Alli was for the Minister 
proof of the need for the 
detention to continue. His 
argument was a bit obscure. 
Obviously the detentions had 
not s a v e d A 1 1 i , an d on e 
coul d only wonder if the 
Minister was condemning him
self for having rel eased him. 

"·It has been said that 
our courts now work so bad 
that these extra-judicial 
techniques are essential. It 
is quite true that our judi
cial system has fallen into 
disrepute. Since we were

concerned about this,  our 
Party proposed to M� Anthony 
Greenwood that the ICJ in
vestigate not only the red 
herring of imbalance, but 
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the substantive problem, the 
breakdown of the administra
tion of justice; the activi
ties o f the  p o  1 i c e , o f 
Juries, l a w y ers, m ag i s 
trat e s ,  ju d g e s  an d a l l  
others concerned. Our pro
posal did not find favo ur 
with our colleagues. 

"It is now proposed to 
end the State of Emergency, 
a temporary restriction of 
our rights, and install in 
its place a preventive de
tent ion law, a perm anent 
violation of habeas corp us. 
The argument is that there 
is present need. But this 
proposal is  no tempo rary 
expedient; it is to place in 
pawn the very f uture of our 
country. Let there be no 
mista ke abo ut it. In the 
small emergent country pre
ventive detention has been 
the consistent first step to 
one-man rule, and to jails 
bulging with detainees. We 
cannot assume that ours will 
be the exception. 

110n entering the Coali
tion we pledged to our mem
bers that we would nev er 
compromise the basic princi
ples of the United Force. 
The right of habeas corp us 
is part of our credo . We 
must not break faith. We 
must s e e  to it tha t the 
twenty-s ixth of May marks 
the birth of a new freedom, 
and not the death of liberty. 
I urge that we of the United 
Force unitedly oppose the 

intro�ct1on of any preven
tive detention bi 11. 11 

I quoted this in its entirety 
from the official organ of the 
United Force , The Sun. I t  is 
written by the hon. Member, Dr. 
J.K.M. Richmond. I regret that 
Members on the opposite side are 
not to be allowed to voice their 
opinions on this subject. 

Irrespective of the opinion 
of the hon. Member, Guyana is to 
continue under a State of Emer
gency for another six months. The 
Prime Min ister is reportEWl. to 
have said that it will end next 
month, but so often in our ex
perience we have found that one 
thing is said and another i s  
done. We have no means of know
ing wheth e r  i t  w i  11 e n d  o r  
whether it will continue to some 
indefinite tim e ,  but we must 
reflect on the grave harm that is 
being done to our country. 

10.55 p.m. 

The Devel opmen t  Programme has 
been put forward by the Govern
ment. It has been heavily criti
cised, bu t if the G over nment 
wishes to make i t  a rea lity ,  
surely, it  cannot do so  by  put
ting fear s in  the minds of  a 
large section of the community. 

Only a few days ago I have 
been most unfortunate in having 
to attend to a very small child, 
nine months old, from one of the 
squat.ting areas on the East Coast 
The child was unrecognisable as a 
human being; his skin was peel
ing, his feet were swollen, he 
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had looseness of the l:R>wels and I 
could not possibly see what could 
be done to save the child. When 
I asked the moth-er what she was 
feeding the child, she replied, 
11Doctor, I am g iv ing him  one 
spoonful of Lactogen, one spoon
ful of sugar, one cup of water". 
This is roughly one-tenth of the 
diet which the child should get. 
The child died w it h in t·we 1 ve 
hours. I have seen many such 
cases. 

Many people are unemployed 
and under-employed.: I know of one 
man wao is earning·50 cents per 
day on the sugar estates. Some 
people are victimised, some are 
brutally treated in the hospitals, 
and some are denied assistance by 
the Government. One wonders what 
the Government is up to. It is" 
one thing to detain grown men 
behind barbed wire, it is a�other 
thing - and I do hope I am mi_s
taken - to have a deliberate 
policy which can b�ing about the 
death of such children. 

The Government asks for co
operation and unity. How can it 
expect to get co-operation and 
unity when it discriminat es 
against, drives fears into and 
coerces a large section of the 
community? One of the methods of 
doing these things is by pro
mulgating the emergency.· The 
Prime Minister has mentioned the 
matter of  a rms.· On  sev eral 
occasions we have referred, in 
this House, to the plight of 
_fanners - thei.r livestock being
destroyed by tigers, their crops 
being destroyed by cattle - and, 
6n those occasions, our w�rds

fell on deaf ears.· The Prime

Minister has mentioned something 
about this, even though he has 
not said what will be done to 
remedy the situation. Is the 
Prime Minister goin� to set up a 
committee to decide who shall 
have guns and who shall not have 
guns? Are these guns in good 
condition? Will the Government 
pay compensation if the guns are 
not in good condition? 

I have said, on a previous 
occas ion - and I am more con
vince d o f  it now - that the 
greatest dishonesty with regard 
to the emergency measure is this: 
The emergency is necessary not 
because you  are a threat to  
security, not because the Govern
ment fears rebellion - this can 
be handled by the police and the 
Anny - but because the economic 
policy of the Coalition Govern-
11ent is a policy which is detri
mental to a large majority of  
people in  this country, and if 
the people are to speak with a 
free voice, if they are to put 
aside all prejudices, if they are 
to examine the economies of our 
count ry in the c old light of 
reason, then they will see that 
the Government's policy is ruin
ous to the nation. A perpetual 
State of Emergency is absolutely 
essential so that the Government 
can ram its policy and its un
palat able measures down the 
throats of the members of the 
public. 

I have said it before, and I 
say it now, that this is the real 
reason why t his emergen cy is 
being extended and I strongly 
urge the Members on the other 
side to think over carefully what 
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�ney are doin g .  A measure of
power does not mean much today.
History has a way of ferreting
out the heroes and the scoun
drels. I have no doubt that, in
the end, justice will triumph.

Dr. Richmond: I had no 
intention of addressing the House 
on this matter. However, since 
the hon. Member Dr. Ramjohn has 
done me the honour of quoting a 
letter written by me, I should 
like to make a brief connnent. In 
that letter I proposed, through 
my pa rty, that certain action 
should be taken. I do not pro
pose to take credit for what the 
Government is now doing but it 
appears to be identical to what 
was proposed by me. The hon. 
Member obviously approves of it, 
so I can see no reason why he 
objects to what Government now 
proposes. 

My proposal was simply this: 
first, that the detaine es be 
released. As the Prime Minister 
has s aid, they are now to be 
released. Secondly, I said that 
any prudent Government should 
remain in a state of readiness if 
it has any reason to believe that 
there might be disturbances. I 
pointed out, following the state
ment of the Leader of the Opposi
tion (Dr.: Jagan) after his visit 
to Cuba to attend that infamous 
co nference , that an y prudent 
Government should be in readiness. 
Th is prudent Government has 
decided to stay in readiness. 
Why should the hon. Member object? 
Lastly, I urged that preventive 
detention should n�t be intro
duced. Let me remind· the hon. 

,Member that there is, at this 
time, no �otion in connection 
with preventive detention before 
this House. 

Mr. Linde: We on this side 
of the House are very happy to 
hear the Prime Minister's an
nouncement that the detainees 
will be released. We have been 
campaigning, for a long time, for 
the release of the detainees and 
an end to the emergency. We hope 
that, through this act, there 
might be  the opp o rt uni t y of 
enabling the Members of this 
House to participate more fully 
in matters that come befo:.e this 
House.· I should like ,to call on 
the Prime Minister to put meaning 
to the promise he made to release 
a prominent Member of this House 
immediately. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps you 
might add your contribution by 
suggesting that the Government 
does this. I should like to 
quote from The Parliamentarian,

Journal of the Parliaments of the 
Commonwealth. This appears on 
page 128, under the heading 11/fhe 
Impartiality of the Speaker11 : 

11 • •• he may be cal 1 ed upon to
make a decision which either 
hurts or benefits an individ
ual or a grou p, Such a deci
sion must be known to the 
whole c o un try to be made 
judicially, 11 

11. 05 p.m.

Sir, in your capacity as Speaker, 
I should lik� to ask you to sug
gest to the Government that this 
particular individual should be 
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released.: [Applause. d We will be 
looking forward tomorrow to his 
release.· 

Mr. Persaud: The Government 
must be congratulated for an
nouncing at last that the de
tainees will be released. This 
will be a great relief, not only 
to those persons who were there 
for a very long period, but_also 
to their.relatives, wives and 
children. While I think the 
Government should be praised for 
making this decision, I want to 
say that the manner in which the 
detai nees are be ing released 
shotfld be condemned. It was said 
earlier by another speaker that 
people - particularly those who 
are in detention - were ta-ken 
away in the early morning, under 
extreme circumst ances, from 
their bedrooms and what not, and 
within hours they were at Sibley 
Hall. But I think it is a form 
of torture for a Government to 
announce that a person will be 
released and then that person has 
to wait several days before he is 
really released. I wish to sug
gest to the Government that con
siderati on should be given to 
this question to have these 
people released before the date 
_announced by the Prime Minister. 
This is not an unreasonable re
quest, and it is not a case where 
it has to go back to the Cabinet. 
The decision has already been 
made to release the men. Why 
keep them until Thursday? [fhe 
Prime \Hoister: "To celebrate 
Wilson's sabbath."] Wh ile I 
thank the Government fo r the 
announcement to release the de
tainees, I also condemn the man-

ner i n  which they ar e to be 
released. 

Guyana is a new nation.  We 
have a number of problems and if 
we are to help to heal the wounds 
that have been inflicted some 
time ago, I think it is necessary 
for us to feel that Government is 

· sincerely setting the lead for us
to do this work. I want to be
lieve that every Member of this
House would like to see Guyana
make progress, but I do not like
the Government's system. For

over a year the Opposition has
been campaigning.for the release
of the detainees. There was a
demonstration, with persons drawn
from the length and breadth. of
this country, for the release of
the detainees, and the Govern
ment, I assume, in response to
these appeals and protests de
cided that it will give one and
take one. T·hat is to say, it
will release the detainees and it 
will ask for the continuation of
the State of Emergency. This is
not the right attitude. This
attitude is for school boys.

i have read in the newspapers 
and perhaps other Members have 
said this before, that the Prime 
Minister said that the State of 
Emergency will come to a n  end 
next month. It is very unfortu
nate that he has come to this 
House to night to ask for the 
State of Emergency to continue 
until the end of the year, that 
is, the 31st December.' It will

mean that for the balance of this 
year there will be an atmospher� 
of fear. Government aust not 
approa ch the problems of this 
country in a negative way. We 
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need a po sit ive move b y  thA 
Government to curb these problem� 
and this can only be done if the 
Government will truly demonstrate 
its willingness to have progress 
in the country. 

What is very disturbi�, sir, 
is the fact that persons who com
mitted offences, persons who were 
put on trial and were sentenced, 
were released to celebrate Inde
pendence,  and persons against 
whom Government could not find 
evidence to prosecute, but who 
were detained under the State of 
Emergency, are now told that they 
are going to be released on the 
30th of June. Th is is very un
reasonable. It appears to me 
that those persons who co mmit 
offences will get a better deal 
with the Government, and those 
persons who are not supporters of 
the Government will be victim
ised. I spoke often of fears 
because there is justification 
for fears. 

The Government has an impor
tant duty to all the people of 
this country. If it fails in 
discharging its duties in the 
best interest of the people, then 
Guyana will take a very long time 
to progress. I have often said 
th at we have the potential to 
make this poor nation prosperous 
in a short time.

11.15 p.m. 

It is a fact that a large 
mD11be_r of people in this country,
are 1n a state of  doubt as to 
whether they shouln participate 
in the promotion of the economic 

interests �f this country._ Many 
who would wish to invest their 
,noney, and many who would wish to 
work here in order to build up 
t he economy of this country:, 
a re wondering whe ther it is  
worth-while. If they work or use 
their finances to help develop 
Guyana and after making their 
contribution they feel that they 
will be discriminated against, 
then it will be a waste of their 
time to do anything for the good 
of the country. 

This gesture of releasing the 
detainees is good, and it will be 
a mea ns of he 1 p i ng p e op �e to 
believe that the Government is 
seeing the light of day. The 
trouble in this House is that the 
Government takes more than a year 
before an hon. Member of the 
Opposition can get it do do some
thing. It took more than a year 
before the Government agreed to 
release the detainees. I wonder 
how long it will take the Govern
ment to make a decision to revoke 
once and fo r all the existing 
State of Emergency in this coun
try. This State of Emergency 
must affect the economy of this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker: That argument 
has been comin g up agai n and 
again, and I am tired of hearing 
it. 

Mr. Persaud: This matter has 
been before the House so often 
that one tends to feel that the 
arguments exist all the time. We 
are prepared to come here and do 
constructive work in orde r to 
help the naticn, but we are faced 
with things that make us afraid 
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to do anything consteuctive for 
the country. When a man feels 
that his liberty will be re
stricted and his freedom tampered 
with; when he feels that there is 
freedom for some people and no 
freedom for others, you cannot 
expect him to co-operate. There
fore those of us who are Members 
of this Assembly will have to 
express our views so that the 
Government will be able to ap
preciate and understand our feel
ings in this matter. 

If  the hon. Prime Minister 
had said that he would bring the 
Statecof Emergency to an end, and 
he would release the boy� by mid
night that would have ended the 
debate. In view of the fact that 
we have not heard much from. the 
Government Benches, we have to 
talk in the hope of convincing 
hon. Members on the other side of 
the House that what we are saying 
is right. That is the reason why 
we have to say things over and 
over again. 

I understand that the ques
tion of firearms was raised in 
this House. It is unfair for the 
Government -to· continue to keep 
under its control the firearms 
that were purchased by people 
with their hard-earned money. 

Mr. Speaker: The question of 
firearms is an old argument. Do 
you have anything new to offer? 
I do not want a repetition of 
speeches. 

Mr. Persaud: My point is 
that the guns should be returned 
to the people immediately. The 
Government has made a decision to 
release the detainees and another 

decision to extend the State of 
�mergency. I am asking the bon. 
Prime Minister in his reply·to 
tell us c learly whether t1'e 
Government has any intention of 
returning the guns to the people 
If the Government does not in
tend to return the guns, then 
what compensation does it propose 
to give the peop le for their 
guns? I wonder whether anybody 
is taking care of those guns. 

Another question I would like 
to ask i s t hi s : Why did the 
Government release a few detain
ees some time ago and then re
strict them to certain areas of 
the c ount ry? F o r  inst ance , 
Ramlall has been restricted to 
the Corentyne area .. Mootoo, the 
trade unionist in the G.A.W.U.:, 
has been restricted to Leonora. 
Since the Government has taken a 
decision to release the remaining. 
detainees, then it ought to make 
a statement with respect to the 
partial freedom of the detainees. 
We do not want partial freedom 
for these people; we want full 
freedom. We were told that the 
detainees would be released, but 
we have not been told whether 
they will be restricted. Will 
the hon. Prime Minister tell us 
whether these men who have been 
detai ned will be depri ved of 
their freedom after they have 
been released? That is  the 
point. It is unfair to deprive 
the people who have been released 
of the:i r freedom. 

For instance, I live in Grove, 
but I spend most of my time in 
Georgetown. If I were detained 
and released and the Government 
COIL i ned me to Grove, then my 
freedom would be restricted and I 
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wodd be unable to do anything to 
mr.ke a living. I would like the 
Government to tell us what is the 
posit ion of the detainees who 
have been released? The Govern
mP-nt can issue a statement to
night so as to give the detainees 
who have been released full free
dom. The Government must also 
tell us whether it proposes to 
give the detainees who will be 
r eleased on the 30th June, or 
e arlier, their full freedom. 

This question is a burning 
issue.: I feel that the State of 
Emergency is one of the measures 
that is '.unfair, and it is inter
fering wi th the progress and full 
participation of the people in 
this country in certain things. 
We are now an independent country, 
and the people are supposed to be 
free. If we are free, then there 
should be full participation in 
things. But if we are not free, 
then there  can never be full  
participation and co-operation. 

With regard to the Indepen
dence Celebr ations, only one 
section of the Guyanese popula
tion attended. [An hon. Member

(Gove rnment): "•That  is not 
true. 11] During the Independence 
Celebrations we did not see any 
happiness in the faces of  the 
majority of Guyanese. 

11. 25 p.m. 

Some participated, o thers 
kept away because they felt they 
were restricted. Obviously the 
Government is the body that is 
guilty of restricting the liberty 
of the people of this country. I 

sincerely.hope :in the interest of 
national unity, in the interest 
of Guyana as a whole, Government 
will reconsider this decision, 
discontinue the State of Emergen
cy and release all the detainees 
before 30th June. 

If the Government does this, 
it will be the first step towards 
a prosperous Guyana. Let me read 
from a paper in which the Prime 
Minis ter i s  appealing t o  the 
people. He ·says, 11,You have to 
work hard; you have to do more. 
We must try together to build the 
economy of this country"•. 

•

Speaking as a member of the 
Opposition, I would wish to con
tribute to the building of the 
economy of this country. I would 
wish to encourage the supporters 
of this party to do likewise, but 
we ca n only do so if we feel 
satisfied in our minds that this 
Government is genuinely interest
ed in the welfare of all people,
and not in the welfare of one 
section alone. 

Il must be conceded that 
evils preceded the Independence 
Celebrations and even now that 
this country has become Indepen
dent we are left to wonder wheth-
er Government is really interest-
ed in all the people of Guyana. 
The manner of employing people, 
the unnecessary retention of a 
State of Emergency, these are the 
main factors that hinder progress ; 
in the land. 

If Guyana is to make progress, r1· i

if the Prime Minister I s call for 
the building of the economy of 
this country is to become a re-
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ality,_ then he himself will have 
to demonstrate to all people in 
this country that he is genuinely 
interested in all. The consensus 
in this country is that·the Prime 
Minister speaks and, when he is 
finished speaking, there is noth
ing in his speech. 

I hope that tonight there 
will be substance in his speech 
so that those of us who sit on 
this side of the House will feel 
that he is genuinely interested 
in progress.: To such -progress we 
would all like to make a contri
bution.· 

Mr. Ram Karran: Tonight 
reminds me of another historic 
evening when, under similar cir
cumstances, we met in this House 
to debate a similar Motion:· On 
that occasion, sir, your illus
triou s p redecessor,. now Lord 
Mayor, was extremely- tolerant as 
you a re tonight. He al lowed 
every single member of the Oppo
sition party on this side of the 
House, and every Government mem
ber to speak. 

I have said before, how sorry 
I was for my hon. friend the 
Parliamentary Secretary.: He had 
to pass through the torture of 
making two speeches in one even
ing. [Interruptions.] On the 
previous occasion, the Opposition 
successfully filibustered and 
prevented the passing of very 
important legislation for the 
carrying out of certain basic re
sponsibilities for the distribu
tion of foodstuff, medical sup
plies and o ther necessi ties·. 
Nevertheless, we were able to 
manage our affairs. 

The walls of this building 
have never reverberated to the 
word "freedom", as it is doing at 
this juncture of our history. We 
notice that the walls of this 
Chamber are graced with the por
trait of our Prime Minister 
alongside that of the British 
pirate.· It is a fitting setting 
for our present disorders. I do 
not think that in those dar k 
days, when our ancestors were 
treated to the whip, the word 
"·freedom 11' was sounded as much 
as it is today. 

The reason for that is that 
the statue of one of our real 
freedom-fighters is outside of 
this building but the picture of 
the Prime Minister is beside that 
of the pirate of the past. It is 
very distressing for all descend
ants of past fighters, not only 
in Guyana, but all over the 
world to witness what is taking 
place in our land. 

I remember sitting in the 
House of ColllDlons listeni� to the 
debate on the Bill whic-h was to 
make our country free. It was an 
historic occasion in the sense 
that all the speakers supported 
either the_ Bill or an Amendment 
that was moved by several Members 
of the Labour Party. That was 
different from all other occa
sions when Bills granting Inde
pendence to other countries were 
debated. 

My hon. Friend, the Deputy 
Speaker, shared my interest in 
the debate. What is significant 
is that the mover of the Amend
ment to t he Bill, Mr. Juli us 
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Silverman, and the seconder, Mr. 
Hugh Jenkins, created history in 
another sense by having it record-
ed for all time in the reports of 
the House of Commons that all 
those who grace the walls of this 
Parliament are indeed terrorists, 
for our Prime Minister, believe 
it or not, headed a list in a 
secret document issued by. the 
Police in this country. He head-
ed a list of terrorists and it is 
ironical that he should sit on 
the other side of the House to 
limit the freedom of Guyanese 
people, who have been taken as 
scapegoats in the place of the 
real criminals who still masquer-
ade as freedom-fighters in this 
country. 

As I sat here and glanced 
across the Table and saw some of 
those persons like wolves in 
sheep's clothing, some with grey 
hair, who have been transporting 
dynamite from Kwakwani to George-
town, I thought it was a shameful 

thing. 

11.35 P.m. 

We have heard all sorts of 
imputations and suggestions.: We 
are asked, "What is your attitude 
to people who kill witnesses?" 
Obviously, we object to people 
who kill. It is shocking and 
disgraceful for anyone to murder. 
We feel strongly about this, as 
strongly as we feel about the 
woman who took .an axe and struck 
a legislator. 

I am glad that some of my 
friends who have been kept behind 
bars, with much detriment to their 

health, ara► going to be released. 
I have listened in vain to the 
hon. Prime Minister trying to 
justify the further detention of 
these men, particularly a Member 
of this House, up to 30th June. 
I have pleaded with the Prime 
Minister privately. What is the 
difference between releasing them 
today and releasing them on the 
30th June? Like myself, Mr. 
Jordan, the hon. Minister of 
Agriculture - EThe Prime Minis-
ter: "He is not the Minister of 
Agriculture."] - the homMinis-
ter of Forests, Lands and Mines 
will tell you what it feeli, like 
to be in gaol. Like myself, he 
will appreciate what it means to 
be released a day earlier. 

We all remember that, in 1953, 
when a Restriction Order was 
placed on Mr. Burnham, as the 
Prime Minister then was, he broke 
all the records, the needle on 
his speedometer went beyond the 
gauge. He does not know and can-
not appreciate what it is to be 
locked away from one's family. 
My hon. Friends on the other side 
say that a couple of days are not 
anything. They ask, "What is 
going to happen in a couple of 
days?" The hon. Prime Minister 
used to say a lot of things when 
he was on this side. Is it that 
the members of the Security 
Branch of the Police Force are 
going to terrorise our boys at 
Sibley Hall? What do they want 
from them? Are they going to 
work on them a little more to get 
them confused? Is that what they 
want? Are they going to get 
these boys to sign statements 
stating that the hon. Members Mr. 

C 

•-  
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Chandisingh and Dr. R!iilljohn were 
involved in violence? What is 
the difference between midnight 
tonight and midnight on the 30th 
June? 

Is it a question of bringing 
the men from Mazaruni? You can 
bring them all down at one time. 
There are telicopters and the 
�n. Prim� M in ister has his 
plane. I cannot understand. I 
think it is heartless to tell a 
man today that he is going to be 
released six days hence. At this 
stage, I appeal to the hon. Prime 
Minis\o:er once more, in public, in 
this honourable House, not to be 
so cruel like a little boy who 
plays with his game and tortures 
it before he kills it. 

I feel that the time  has 
come for the hon. Prime Minister 
to realise that freedom is even 
more important than many of the 
things which he and the members 
of his party place in important 
and high positions. Freedom is 
dear to all of us and the hon. 
Prime Minister must realise that 
he is not going to sit on the 
other side of the House forever. 
[The Prime Minister: 11I will not
live forever . 11] Your party will 
not be there forever. I hope 
that when those Guyanese people 
who are slightly confused at the 
moment�- [The Prime Minister: 
"Like Bhagwan.:11 ·] Yes. When 
those people turn their backs on 
yon, I can assure you that the 
treatment meted out to innocent 
people is not going to be liked 
at all. [Interruption.] Your 
Prime Minister has already shown 
l.", .. f1=1.•d. ht> can run. [The Prime 

Minister: "Your Prime Minister 
too. 11'.] Our Prime Minister. 

The Members on the other side 
talk about security. The hon. 
Prime Minister has been heckling 
about the killing of witnesses. 
Heaven knows whether the Govern
ment1 s own terrorists have not 
been responsible for the killing 

of witnesses. Every year, nearly 
100 people are being killed on 
the roads of this country. Is 
the Government continuing the 
emergency to save those innocent 
people who are slaughtered on the 
roads in motor accidents? I read 
in today's newspaper that, in the 
North West District, two people 
have been  mercilessly killed. 
People are being killed all over 
the place. Do we need an emer
gency to save these people? This 
thing is becoming ludicrous, 
especially when the hon. Members 
talk about security. Security of 
what? Is it security to prevent 
the people from criticising them 
for the masquerade and squander
mania which they are indulging 
in? That would be  th e only
reason. 

Before I sit, I wish to place 
on record, at this late stage -
because I doubt whether the op
portunity will be presented to us 
- our thanks to those very many
people, inside and outside of
Guyana, who have contributed to
the state where these detainees
are going to be released. I wish
to give special thanks to my
colleague Mr. Wilson, those Mem
bers of Parliament whose names I
have already mentioned, the Move
�ent for Colonial Freedom and a
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CODllllittee Of farmer coll�'18S. Of 
my colleague Mr. Nunes . who worked 
wit.h him in Bi rmingh&11t people 
wbo have done a tremendous lot to 
persuade the hon. Prime Minister. 

I wish to thank Mr.· Ennals 
who told me  tha.t he could not 
rely on the Prime Minister. He 
said that the Priae Minister told 
him that he would release the 
detainees.· lle sent hi• a letter 
but he received no reply. The 
Prime Minister is  ashnted to 
reply to him. That is the im
pression that people fro111 abroad 
get because the Prime Minister 
behaves in such a.n irresponsible 
manner. He ma.de a promise to a 
very eminent individual. Be said, 
"if. will release your friends". 
Then he comes back here, sits 
down, is goaded by his terrorist 
friends, and refuses to release 
the hon. Member Mr. Nunes. He 
sets up people to say that the 
detainees should be released, and 
even the i n noce nt M em ber Dr. 
Richmond is getting involved and 
e•broiled in this situation. 

11-45 p.m.

Before I take my seat, I wish 
to ask lhe hon.· Prime Minister to 
release the men to11orrow, all(} to 
ensur e that they a.re not re
stricted when they are released 
becau se the y have to make a 
living. 

11ae Pri,ae llliai•.ter (replying): 
The detainees wil:l all be I'E!
leased by midnight Thursday, 3oth 
of J1µ1e. . There �s beeµ .a. sug-;
gestlon that t.he. d.eti,.il.s which 
bave.to.be· g®e·throvgh prior'to 

the r
.
elea�e of the detai nee� 

should alll>e completed within a 
few hoµrp. _ B.nt according to my 
inform&tio� that is not possible. 
Howev er, I promise th e hon .. 
Members of the Opposition that 
these gentlemen will be kept in 
detention no lo nger tha n is  
necessary to complete the details. 

We have witnessed a. very 
interesting perform ance this 
evening.: Meabers of the Opposi
tion did not know whether to 
thank , whether to be h appy ,  
whether to abuse or whether to be 
unhappy. They were in a.n obvious 
state of disarray.· But I �uld 
like to assure them that this 
Government is prepared to accept 
the a.·sseverat ions and pledges 
given by them this evening. This 
Government will be prepared to 
take the Opposition a.t its word, 
and this Government is looking to 
the Opposition to support it in 
the preservation of la.w and order 
'and t he continuation o f  the' 
peaceful circumstances which now 
exist. 

On behalf of the Government, 
I seriously say that there is no 
intention to call into use again 
the po wer to detain, p rovided 
peace remains and no group, in
spired or uninspired, seeks to 
distu rb that �ea.ce. We agree 
with t.he _hon. Member, Mr. Reepu 
D811'13;n ·Persaud that �his is the 
period for the new nation to move 
forward, this is the period when 
it is in the best interests of 
tlufcoumry the.t all the eD!rgies 
of the people be. mrn�sed in the 
battle foi' conquering poverty and 
lif't�-ng our country'•s economy. 
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•!,;The 1Gove�ntt,�Pyer, w.ou,ld 
like, tQ e11lPkas�se th� fa.ct that 
the ball is .now in the court of 
the Opposition. We may have our 
political, differe11ces, we may 
have our. qµarrels, but I should
hope and imagine that we are all 
wedded to the idea of maintenance 
of peace, law and .order. It is a 
little difficult �ometimes,, to  
get the Opposition to admit that 
this Government has, from its 
very e.ccession to office T� [\tr. 
La larran: "By fraud.-''] Who am 
I to question a.n archangel of 
fraud! As I was saying,sir, it is 
a little difficult sometimes, to
get t4ie Opposition to admit that 
this Government ha.s, from its 
very accession to office, sought 
to reduce the number of persons 
detained .. 

Let us be realistic, sir. 
This GoveI'DJllent is not going to· 
spend its time discussing the 
grounds on which persons were de
tained. It is not going to spend 
its time discussing the f acts 
a nd adm issions wh ich it h as 
in its possession .. This Govern
ment hopes that we are now a.bout 
to�enter into a new phase._ Those 
who have ru.n foul of the law a.nd 
the Constitution can be assured 
that this Government, so long as 
I ea a.ssoci!ited with it, will not 
hold their past·misdeeds aga inst 
them because it is the opinion of 
the Government that every hwna.n 
being has a. ca.pa.city a.nd a.n op
portunity and the ability for 
rehabilitation. [Mr. Baa Lrr•: 
11l sincerely hope it happens to 
you.''] . ' .

•t 'has been announced to�ay
has been described even by 9ur 
'IIOSt trenchant 'critics Oj::i th�. 

' • ' ',• 
_, ''•"' S '•: C 

Opp�sjtion Benches as a. good 
gesture. I hope that the gesture 
is appreciated, and I hope that 
the '1-ndert,aking . that Government 
will not hold the· pa.st (mfsdeeds 
against those who ha.ve run ,foul 
of the law in the pa.st will be 
seriously ta.ken because we want 
to re-establish peace. �ut we 
must emphasise that in the final 

.ane.1.ys-i s, Gov e rnment has a 
responsibility which it will not 
shirk. 

I want 1to•\congratula.te the 
hon. Members of the Opposition 
for -u1e charm and lack of convic
tion which they showed in their 
criticism of the Government. 

u.45 p.m.

Question put. 

A�sembly divided: Ayes 20, 
Noes 10, as follows: 

Ayes 

Mr. Wharton Mr. 
Rev. Trotman Dr. 
Mr. Tello Mr. 
Dr. Richmond Mr. 
Mr. Field-Ridley Mr. 
Mr. Duncan 
Mr. Budhoo 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Clarke 
Mr. deGroot 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Mahraj, 
Mr.; �asim
Mr. Jordan 
Mr. John 
Mrs� Gask'.in" 
Mr.· cir�eia 
Mr� Cheek�· 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. &rnham • ·20 •. 

Noes 

lhagwan 
Ramjohn 
Persaud 
Linde 
Lall 
Jagan 
Luck 
Wilson 
Oiandisingh 
Ram Karran 

- 10.
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Mr. Speaker: The Motion is 
carried. 

BILLS - SECOND READING

COPYRIGHT (REPEAL) BILL 

A Bill intituled: 

"�n Ac t to repeal the 
Copyright Ordinance .. 11 - [The 
Prime Minister.] 

The Prime Minister: We have 
a very short Bill here which the 
Acting Leader of the Opposition 
assured me a few days ago would 
not be controversial.· It is the 
r,opyright (Repeal) Bill, 1966. 

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. 
Acting Leader of the Opposition 
have any objection? 

Mr. Ram Karran: No, sir. 

The Prime.Minister: I beg to 
move the Second Reading of the 
Copyright (Repeal) Bill, 1966. 
This Bill merely seeks to repeal 
the Copyright Ordinance, Chapter 
341. Originally the 1941 Copy
right Act of the United Kingdom
applied to British Guiana, but
there was also an Ordinance which
dealt �ith a few points which had
not been covered by the British
Copyright Act, 1911. As a result 
of the Geneva Convention of 1952,
the British Copyright Act, 1956,
was passed and that was extended
by Order made locally, earlier
this year, and that British Copy
right Act, 1956, covered fully
all of the subjects including
those which originally had been
covered by the 1911 Act and the

local OrdiDi,nces here. 'I'his Bill 
is merely a tidying operation. It 
is not so much a piece of British 
legislation, but it is introduced 
on the basis of the International 
Convention to which I referred 
earlier. 

All this Bill seeks to do i5 
to repea l  the British Guiana 
Ordinance, Chapter 341, and put 
us in line with most countries of 
the world. I therefore beg to 
move the Second Reading of the 
Copyright (Repeal) Bill, 1966. 

Mr, Ram Karran: I am hesi
tant about disposing of thi�Bill 
tonight, even though when I dis
cussed the matter with the hon. 
Prime Minister I did say that 
there was nothing controversial 
about it. What is strange is 
that we are asked here tonight to 
pass a bit of British legislation, 
allegedly, because it suits the 
Internatioral Copyright business; 
but we are strangers to this bit 
of le gislation. Has the hon. 
Prime Minister seen this British 
Copyright Act to which he refers? 
[as any of the lawyers in this 
Chamber seen it? I have not seen 
it. We are being asked to pass 
something which is unknown to 
anybody over here. I think that 
out of courtesy the Government 
should have supplied copies of 
this bit of legislation to hon. 
Members so that we would know how 
to proceed. 

This Government which claims 
to be responsible, which claims 
to be efficient, which claims to 
be on the ball all the time, is 
taking us for a ride tonight. I 
am sorry that my colleague the 



397 Copyri/iht 24TH JUNE, 1966 (Repeal) Bill 398 

hon. Dr. Ramsahoye i;s not here to 
make his contribution to this 
Bill. I hope that the Government 
will, in the absence of this bit 
of English legisla tion, defer 
further consideration of the Bill 
to th e n ext sitti ng of  this 
House. However, if the English 
legislation is available we need 
not do that. 

Another question I would like 
to ask as a layman is: Are these 
International things included in 
the United Kingdom legislation? 
We were to ld that• our Crest, 
Couft of Arms and everything else 
have to be registered with this 
unknown feudal repository in the 
United Kingdom. Does it include 
things relating to patents and so 
on? 

The Prime Minister : No. 
There are two distinct things. 

Mr. Ram Karren: Does the 
United States register its copy
right s in the United Kingdom? 
Whose copyrights are we protect
ing? 

Mr. Speaker: Are you against 
proceeding with the Bill? 

Mr. Ram Karren: That depends 
on whether.the hon.:Prime Minis
ter is in a position to let us 
have copies of the English legis
lation which we are going to 
enact as our own legislation. 

12. 05 a.m.

I was referring to the number 
of people who will be affected by 
this Copyright (Repeal) Bill, and 
I would like to make the observa-

tion that our.Attorney-General is 
a very highly paid technician. 
Even if, for form's sake, he had 
copie d a Bill word for  word, 
comma for comma, and had present-
ed to this Assembly a Bill as 
coming from the Government, one 
would have understood that, but 
to co me and  say  t o  us ,  "You 
people with a colonial mentality, 
we are going to copy from the 
legislation of the United King
dom"· is an insult to the:integri
ty of the Guyanese.: 

The Prime Minister (reply
ing): I cannot understand one 
who gives an  undertaking and  
breaks it. The position is that 
the 1956 Act is already law here 
as a result of the British Guiana 
Copyright Order which, in compli
ance with the provisions of the 
United Kingdom Act, could only 
have been made with the consent 
of th e Government of British 
Guiana as it then was. The 1911 
Act was applicable here. 

If  the hon. Members do not 
wish to pass this Bill tonight or 
at any other time, it still means 
that the 1956 Act is applicable 
until there is repeal legislation, 
until there is a new Act p�ssed 
by this Parliament. This is 
merely a cleaning-up operation. 
In other words, there is Chapter 
341 providing for certain matters 
dealing with copyright ,  as it 
were, and criminal offences which 
can be committed for a breach of 
copyright under the 1956 United 
Kingdom Act. It was published in 
the Official Gazette and was made 
available to every single Member 
of this ParliW11.ent. 
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[THE PRIME MINISTER] 

T he A c t  w as promul gated 
locally. 'I'here is no doubt in my 
mind, but some people who are 
literate do not read and some 
people cannot read because they 
are illiterate. If the members 
of the Opposition do not want to 
go ahead with this Bill, then do 
not go ahead with it. It does 
not m ake an y d iffere nce for 
whether they go ahead or not, the 
1956 Act is alreadJ applicable. 
This is merely to clear away a 
little flotsam and jetsam. I 
have exercised my right and ask 
that the Bill be read a Second 
time. 

Mr, Luck: To a point  of 
order. t would like to speak on 
a small matter. It will not take 
more than five minutes. As the 
Prime Minister rightly said, this 
is a tidying-u� operation, but 
consequent on the grant of Inde
pendence to British Guiana the 
Briti sh Governmen t  sough t to 
protect Englishmen and in Febru
ary of th1s year, although it was 
clear that we would have our own 
Par li amn e n t , He r Maj es  t y i n 
Council passed an Order under the 
Copyright Act of 1956 extending 
it to British Guiana. In my view 
it was clearly an abuse of the 
powers of Her Majesty in Council. 

lbe Prime Minister: I cannot 
sit here and allow Mr. Luck to 
say that. I have already stated 
- and I ought to know - that the
Order was passed wit.h the consent
of the Governmen t of Guyana.
The provision in the Act states
it canno t be extended to an y
on e o f  Her Majesty's Domin

ions without the consent of the

Governmenteof that Dominion. We 
consented and the Order was pub
lished. 

M r. Speaker, I object to 
those who have only a passin g 
knowledge of law speaking on this 
matter. 

Mr, Luck: I have the Act in 
front of me, and it does say that 
this Act can only be extended to 
Dominions with the consent of the 
Governments of those Dominions. 
Do I understand "My Lord" Burnham 
to be claiming --

The Prime Minister: I•a.m no 
"My Lord". 

Mr. Luck: In 1956 was 
British Guiana a Dominion? I 
understood the Prime Minister to 
say w e we re  a Dom  i n i o n . I f 
British Guiana was a colony the 
consent of Mr. Burnham was only 
relevant under the Order. 

I rose only to make that 
pbint. I would certify that the 
legislation is not worth debating 
save on the po in t made. The 
acting Leader of the Opposition 
surely has the righ t, and each 
Member should be allowe d, to 
consider carefully each measure 
that comes to the Legislature and 
should be allowed to weigh it. 
He sh ould not be bullied a nd 
browbeaten.· 

I 

Mr, Speaker: The Leader of
the Opposition agreed that we to 
into this matter. He agre�d . 
There is no bullying; it ,·as 
agreed to by your Leader. 

I want to be clear on this 
matter. 
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Mr. Ram Karren: 0 1 have no 
objection to proceeding. I had 
hoped, however, that the hon. 
Prime Minister would have been in 
a position to let us have copies 
of the legislation. I thought it 
would be unfair for us to deal 
with the matter without having 
copies of the legislation in 
question. 

Questi on put, and agreed to . 

Bill read a Second time. 

Assembly .in Commit tee. 

Bill considered and approved. 

Assembly resumed. 

Bill reported withou t amend

ment, read the Third t ime and 

passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly 
do now adjourn until a date to be 
fixed. 11 - [\Ir. Merriman.] 

A djourn ed acc ord ingly at, 
12.13 a.m. 
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