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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

FRIDAY, 7TH JUNE, 1946, 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Excel
lency the Officer Administering the Gov
ernment, Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G., Presi
dent, in the Chair. 

PRESF.NT 

The President, His Excellency the 
Officer Administering thr. Government, Mr. 
W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colotiial Secretary, Mr.
D. J. Parkinson (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder. 

The Hon. E. G. Woo1ford, O.B.E., K.C. 
(New Am�terdam). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western 
Ess::quibo). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demeraral. 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nominated) 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, 0.B.E. (East
ern Berbice). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, 
(Georgetown South). 

O.B.E. 

The Hon. Peer Bncchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 

<Eastern Demerara). 
The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. 

?cNominatectl . 

Th:) Hon. T. Lee (Es�equibo River). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever <Nominated). 

The Clerk read pravers. 

The minutes of th� meeting of the 
Council held on the 6th of June, 1946, 
as printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

ORDER OF T LIE DAY 

GEOR<lETOWK ELEC'l'RTC SUPPLY 
(RESTRICTIO�•) BlI,IJ, 

A Bill intituled ''An Ordinance to 
authorise the Demerara Electric Com
pany Limited to restrict the supply of 
Electricity to the inhabitants of 
Georgetown and its environ&." 

The ATTORNEY .. GENERAL : As 
hon. Members will see from the Objects 
and Reasons accompanying the Bill, thP. 
Demerara Electric Company, Ltd. is bound 
under the Georgetown Electric Supply 
Order, 1927, Article 20, to provide the owner 
or occupier of premises situate within fifty 
yards from their distributing mains with 
a supply of energy in accordance with the· 
provisions of that Order. The· Company 
also has contractual obli:Jations to supply 
electric energy for industrial purposes. It 
has been ascertained th2 t the. Company'.s 
electrical system might at any time becom!;l 
unable to carry the- full load of electric�,! 
energy demanded by consumers of both 
classes, which would end::mger the general 
supply of the City or prejudice the safety 
of the plant. There l:las been a long 
waiting list of persons requesting to be 
supplied with electricity. The Company 
wiil be unable to instal new machinery 
to deal with the situation until, probably, 
the middle of the year 1947. 

To provide against any possibility of 
an over-load being impo,ed on the Com
pany's machinery and plant, it is expedient 
that the Company be prohibited from 
supplying electric energy to residential 
premises which were n:it being supplied 
with such energy prior to the commence
ment of the Ordinance, or to residential 
premises in excess of the maximum power 
being supplied at the commencement of the 
Ordinance. The Government Inspector 
is authorised, however, to require the Com -
pany to supply energy whenever he (th� 
Inspector) considers that the Company's 
plant wiil not thereby be endangered or 
the general supply system prejudiced. 

I would emphasize that such legisla
tion now exists in the form of Defence 
Regulations, namely, the Defence (George. 
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town Electricity Restriction) (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1944, the operation of which 
has been preserved by the Defence Regula
tions (Supplies and Services) (Continu
ance) Order, 1946. The intention is to 
revoke those Defence R�gulations as soon 
as the Ordinance has been passed. 

I wish also to inform Members of this 
Council that the Demerr.ra Electric Com
p:my, Ltd. have stated that, to the best of 
their knowledge based on Jnformation from 
the suppliers of equipment, it is anticipated 
that an additional plant and equipment 
would be in service approYimately in March 
or April, 1947. That is the advice I have 
received from -the Company within the 
last few days. As a m<ttter of fact some 
equipment is already in the Colony to ex
tend the building. I also wish to say that 
hon. Members may ln assured that 
every effort is being made to hasten 
the installation cf this equipment. 
Consequently, it would be appreciated 
that the Demerara Electric Company, 
Ltd. is not doing r,nything- where
by the public would be prevented from get
ting electric current as :::oon as possible. 
In· fact they have made every E.ffort to 
obtain the necessary equipment. I think 
that gives hon. Members the picture in 
connection with this matter, an�l if ther,� 
are any questions arisir.g out of this Biil 
I would be pleased, in the course of th� 
debate, to reply to them. With thes: 
observations I beg to moYe that this Bill be 
now read a second time. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY se
conded. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am supporting 
the Bill mainly in priuciple, because I think, 
notwithstanding the fact that the Company 
has found itself in this position through 
no fault of its own, it should be protected 
in such a case in view of the fact that 
there is a demand for electricity in tlrn 
community, and we know that shortage 
of supplies has preclude.:l it from obtain
ing them. It seems to me that we will 
be doing a gentlemanly nnd equitable act 
in allowing this Bill to proceed in order 
to give the Company cover. The only 
question is the matter nf duration. We 
are told by the hon. the Attorney-General 
that the machinery will be installed in or 
around 1947. I am inclined ut the mom:�1t 

to see whether we should not fix a date 
for this Ordinance-the end of this year
after which, if it becomes necessary, and 
Government deems it advisable, its dura-• 
tion may be prolonged. 

It happens that sometimes we feel 
that we are perhaps overstretching our
selves when we think that we are grasping 
at soml:.thing to which we are not entitled. 
I personally feel it was a most ungracious 
act--an a�t which the F.!P.dric Company 
did not fully consider-when the Company 
decided to call upon the Town Council to 
pay for the supply of elrctricity of which 
they did not get .the oenefit. That is, 
however, past history. I do not think, in 
view of Lhe action taken now by this Gov
ernment, that the Electrlc Company can 
look back on that act with any particular 
favour or grace on its pa;-t. The Company 
(id not supply the community with electri-
city but demanded payment. The Arbi- • 
trators decided that the Company should• 
receive payment under a contract, yet the : 

1 

Company now comes to :.>sk for protection,.. , 
of Government in the circllmstances as now i · 
present2d by the hon. M0ver of the motion. • 
Notwithstanding that, T think, we should 
be charitable enough to say to the Com
pany "You made your mistake; perhaps 
you see nemesis setting in. yet we would 
be ungracious if we insisted on asking you 
to fulfil obligations in tl,e ,upplying of light 
which, if called upon to do, you cannot do." 

I would, however, like to add a rider to 
those remarks. I do not want to ca!l par
ticularly to mind any particular individual, 
but I can say that the present Manage!· 
of this concern, left to r..is own judgment,, 
to his own discretion, would never ha·,e 
countenanced the actio1'! taken by the 
Electric Company a couple of years ago. I 1 

know personally he do::-, his best. I know ,.1• �

he is very helpful. I know he takes aa .. • 
interest in the comm 111ity, and I do not 
think it can be said that, left to himself, : 
he would not be only too willing to supply 
as much electricity to the community as he 
feels it deserves. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I understood the 
hon. Member who has just taken his seat 
to say-I may be mistaken-the present 
position is due to the fai.:lt of the Electric 
Company. I, Sir, am in a position to know 
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far more about it than he does, or most 
of the Mer:.ibers of this Council. What 
I wish to say is this : So far as the Com• 
pany is concerned,, it is in no way to be 

blamed for the present position. It has 

done everything it possibly can. I will 
add this: I do not think the hon. Member 
should touch on the question of the arbitra
tion proceedings, becausf? he knows, as I 
do, it was rendered necessary on account 
of the position which t.hen arose. It is 
unfair to suggest that, because of those 
proceedings, this is an act of grace on th� 
part of the Government in so far as the 

Company is concerned. The Company, I 
know, is only too anxiorn: to give electric 

·supply to any consumer. The more the 
supply,i the more benefit it is to the Com -
pany. But the Company has to safeguard 
not only its plant but the City as a whole. 
The transformers are overloaded, and if the 
Company 'contintieS to give everyone a 

supply the r_esult would be chaos. The 
Company has done all it can to get machin• 
ery, but owing to restriction and control 

it is unable to do so. Government i.5 

aware cf that fact. It is unfair to suggest 

that anyone is to blame in asking Govern• 
ment to continue the restriction of electric 
supply in respect of ordinary consumers 

and consumers requfring power foi: 

inC:ustrial purposes. 

In justice to that Company my learned 
friend, the hon. Member who has just tak��1 

his seat, should have acl:'lecl that at a very 
difficult time throughout the world, from 
1939 to the close of th2 war, a very strenuou:; 
time, the Company canied on as it cli:l 
very creditably. It mav well have hap
pened any tim� during the war that tlv� 
Company's plant might have been unabl� 
to carry on, because the Company coald 

not get spares. It was o"lY by working day 

and night and because of a sincere desire 
to do all it could for the community that 
the Company continued to operate in the 
admirable way it did. I think that in 

asking for an extension of this law the 
Company is doing so in the best intere,;t 
of the whole community. and I have been 

asked to assure this Council that the Com
pany is only too willing :u1d anxious to giv•:i 

all the power it can the moment it get:; 

its new plant installed I heard the hon. 

the Attorney-General say that that will be 

round or about March or April, 1947. Then 

the company will be in a position to supply 
Electricity to everybody. 

I may mention-the hon. Member who 

has just taken his seat is not aware of 

this fact-that tl1e Company carried out 
all its obligations under the Ordinance
the Georgetown Electric E'upply and Tram
way Ordinance-but during the years 1939 
to 1945 the maximum c-ontinuous supply 
had suddenly risen from 1840 to over 2850, 
an increase of 1010. That is over and 
above v-;hat the Company can supply, over 
and above the safety margin with the 

machinery it has at present, and which .is 
all the machinery is required to supply 

under the Ordinance. The Company 
wants to extend the plant tremendously 
in order to take in the demand for more 
supply of electricity. rt is hoped that the 
new machinery ordered and all necessary 
1,upplies will be forthcoming. I make 

that statement, because I have been asked 
to say that this Company is anxious and 
willing to do all it can to force on the 

installation of the new machinery at the 
earliest possible time. but given all the 

facilities the installation cannot be effected 

before March or April next year. 

Mr. GONSALVES : The publicatio.1 

of this Bill appears to have raised a certain 

amount of fear among certain people as 
regards what is going to be the position 

in respect of the supply of electricity in 
ihis City ancl, as I see mentioned in the 
Pres.;;, th::re was a feeling that the Com
pany was taking an undue advantage in 
the m:itter, and it was desired to know 
what was going to be the attitude of those 
Members of this Council who represent 

in this Council that part of the Colony 
which is being supplied with electricity 

by this Company. I think a good many 

of us must know about the difficulties of 
that Company during the pnst few years, 
and we know about the breakdowns that 
have taken place, due to the difficulty of 

replacement of machinery for the Power 
Station. I know, as the hon. Member for 
Western Essequibo has indicated, the 

position of the Company with the Town 
Council. We have had our bitter ex
perience in regard to the arbitration pro
ceedings, and we may as well say "Let 

bygones be bygones." There was a con

tract which provided for the settlement 

I 
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of disputes by arbitration. It was unfor
tunate that the Town Council's arbitrator 
agreed with the Company's, and I have 
no grouse in the matt,:,1· because it was 
our arbitrator who decided against us. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : To a point of 
correction ! He even mulcted the Council 
in cost on the higher scale. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I have nothing to 
grumble about. I ask a mttn to judge my 
case and if he decides against me I must 
abide by his decision. 1 do not think we 
need discuss that now. I do feel that th'! 
supply of electricity in this City or any 
city should be encourag-ed as much as pos-
sible. I know, and most of us know, that 
in Georgetown there ::ire lot.5 of people 
who want electricity supplied to their 
houses. I know of several new houses, 
wh,ich have been erected, having to go 
for the present without a supply of elec
tricity. With regard to this housing ques
tion, if this housing busi!1ess is to improve 
between now and next year quite a fe·;v 
would have to go without electric light. 
What I hope for is this : Whilst this Bill 
prohibits the Company from supplying 
electricity for any purpose, the hon. Mem
ber for Western Essequibo knows that 
several applications have been made to the 
Town Council for the ir-.stallation of small 
motors for doing work which, to my mind, 
is not of real necessity, because lots of them 
are about the town already. I rather see 
:::ome savings made in the supply of elec
tricity in that direction. 

The PRESIDENT : Those little 
motors are used for industrial purposes. 
Possibly the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara was correct. The Company ha3 
no great trouble in dealir:g with those. The 
difficulty is, increased lighting at the 
same time at nights with the operation 
of those motors. 

Mr. GONSALVES : If we can only 
believe that 1all the electricttY suppli,ed 
to these little motors for industrial pur
poses will be used only in the day and not 
in the evenings, it is all right, but most 
of us know that they are operated in the 
evenings as well. In granting the applica
tions I do not think the Town Council 
restricted the use to the day only. There 

may be one or two cases very recently. I 
know that several suffer ;no restriction 
in that direction. I am not one of tho<ie 
who, in spite of what is being said, feel 
that the Company should be made to suffer 
any difficulties at the moment in the way 
of getting its plant or Power Station im
proved. It is well kno·,vn that there are 
difficulties in getting machinery. I know, 
and the hon. Member for Western Esse
quibo knows too, that we have our own 
experience in connection with the Pure 
Water Supply Scheme. We cannot get 
the machinery and materJals necessary !or 
it. Therefore, I think. we should satisfy 
ourselves in waiting a little while because, 
as I see this Bill and as I understand from 
the discussion here, this is for a short 
period. It is not indefinite. It is only 
a matter of a few months-not quite twelve 
months starting from today. I cannot see 
myself that U1ere can be any serious objec
tion to the passing of this Bill. I do ag1 ee

with the hon. Member for Western Esse
quibo that there should b0 a specific per•orl. 
If it is not in the Bill it should be made 
clear that it is not to be encouraged for 
a longer period than is necessary. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I am not opposed 
to the principle of the Dill, but I do not 
think there is any necessity for its intro
duction, seeing that the Ccmpany is :ci.lready 
protected by the Defence Regulations. 
Why encumber the Statute Book with an
other Ordinance to give protection for a 
few months ? I do not see the necessity 
for that, unless we are not quite certain 
as to the period for which protection is 
required. Definite ass1•rance has been 
given that the Company will be able to 
supply the required additional electrl-: 
power around March or April next year. 
If that is so, the:1 contin:1e this Ordinance 
to that period, rather t!1an to the end o{ 
the year, thus giving the Company every 
opportunity to put itself in order under the 
Electric Supply Ordinance The Company 
is a commercial body and should knc-.v 
what is required by the public from the 
demands made and, I think. it is in its 
own interest to see that the work is carried. 
through with the utmost expedition in order 
to meet the requirements in Georgetown. 
In New Amsterdam we boast of our own 
Electric plant. I am sorry Georgetown can
not do likewise. We l;lave had our ups and 
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downs, and are seriously handicapped. An 
organization of such size and importance 
to this town should be able to comply with 
the needs and requirements of the popu
lation. I have no desire to embarrass 
the Company in any way, but I cannot see 
why it should not continue under the 
Defence Regulations if it is only for the 
short period of five or six months. Unless 
the time is not clearly known, or Govern-

. ment has in mind that a long period is 
required, there is then necessity to have 
an Ordinance, because I see from the last 
cla:1s3 of the Bill it is stated : 

"This Ordinance shall cease to 
c;pe1:ate and to have any effect upon 
such date as the Governor may by 
Proclamation published in the 
Gazette appoint." 

That seems to be toe- vague. It does 
not give any idea as to the time. There
fore, I think this Council is entitled to 
a.llow the Company to cr.rry on under the
present conditions.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: With 
regard to the point raised by the last 
speaker, the reason that the last clause 
is put in that form is because one cannot 
in these days speak with any degree of 
definiteness as to when the equipment or 
machinery will be supp!!ed. Consequently, 
as soon as Government is satisfied that the 
Electric Company has installed its equip
ment and is in a position to extend the ser
vice to the possible consumers, that clause 
will come into play, and the Governor by 
proclamation published in the Gazette will 
withdraw the Ordinance. It will be appre
ciated that it has to be put in some such 
form. If it is limited to a specific dat,e 
and for one reason or another in these 
days of quickly changing conditions the 
suppliers are unable to s�:pply the machin-
ery, then one would have to follow an
other course and come back to the Council 
again for another Order or an extension 
of the Ordinance, or something like that. 
If the Council agrees with the principle 
that the Electric Company for the time 
being, owing to the difficulties in obtaining 
supplies and in meeting the require•• 
ments of the public, i5 unable to supply 
the required power then this Council 
says: well so far as the Order under which 
the Company works, the 1927 Order, 
the Company will not be required 
to meet all the demftnds made upon 1t 

i.mmediately. In those c:rcumstances the 
· Bill can be given its sec:md reading.

The question o! tlw duration of the 
Ordinance should be le�t for the decision 
of Government. On being satisfied that 
the machinery is instal!ed, Government 
would by proclamation bring the Ordinanc-3 
to an end. I think that is a fair and reason
able approach to the whole question. 
The Company is a commercial under
taking; it is utilitarian but it is not run 
fur its health. consequP!1tlY, it will do ito 
best to get all the equipment so as to get 
as many consumers as 1t possibly can so 
as to have the best poss;ble balance. sheet. 
It is not a question of trying to prevent 
the public from getting service. It is due 
to the war and the conditions prevailing 
in England anct other parts of the world 
where, during the war ye:1rs, efforts had to 
be devoted to winning the war. Now that 
the war is over it must be realized that we 
are facing the difficulties of the post-war 
world. We cannot get b::tck into the easy 
way of life just by waving a wand. 

Towards the end of last year or early 
this year, when it became known that the 
Emergency Defence Reg1!lations would be 
abolished on the 23rd of February, the 
Company made every effort to meet the 
difficulties with which it would be faced 
when those Regulations nere removed, and 
asked that an Ordinance should take the 
place of those Regulations until such time 
as it was in a position tc serve the public. 
In the plac.e of the Defence (Georgetown 
Electricity Restrictions) Regulations we 
have now the Defence Regulations (Supplies 
and Services) (Continuance) Order, 1946, 
but this Bill was in draft before that Order 
came forward. Having regard to all the 
circumstances, I think it is desirable that 
we should have ·an Ordinance so that the 
public might know exactly what the posi
tion is. It is an extraordinary procedw-e 
due to the war, and the Company was 
allowed to depart from the terms and con
ditions of the Georgetown Electric Supply 
Ordinance and the Electric Supply Order, 
1927, made thereunder. We are only put
ting on the same leV'!l the legislation 
which removes from the Company the re
sponsibility of supplying every present or 
possible consumer who makes application 
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for the supp1y or electr'cjty. That is the 
position in a nutshell. 

The hon. Member for Eastern Dem
erarn (Mr. Humphrys) has already dealt 
with the other point as to the Company's 
desire to do everything possible to serve 
the public, and I do not wish to emphasiz3 
that again. I only wish to remind ho,1. 
Members that .the Company i'tself says 
that, to the best of its knowle(ge based 
on information from the suppliers of elec
trical equipment. it anticipates that addi
tional plant and equipment will be in ser-
vice by approximately March, 1947. 

The answer to the other point is that 
the cessation of tl1is Ordinance is being
left to the Governor to determine by proc
lamation, because we do not know exactly 
when the Company will be i.n a position 
to meet all of its demands. If it is left 
to the Governor it means that Government 
will satisfy itself as to the Company'� 
capacity to serve the public before the cess
ation of the Ordinance is proclaimed. 

The PRESIDENT : I would like to 
say in amplification of what the hon. Mem
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Humphrys) 
and the Attorney-General have said, that 
I am well aware of the dif.'iculties of the 
Company. Since I have been Coloniai 
Secretary, I have been in the closest toucl1 
with the Company and I know of their 
efforts to get machinery. There is really 
no foundation for the suggestion that the 
fault lies with the Company. I have tl1e 
best possible knowledge of the subject. In 
fact I myself have writt£n the Company 
because, originally, they asked for per
mission to construct hulk oil storage on 
their present site, and I said there were 
grave difficulties about that, and, although 
a decision was reached on that particular 
question they could not place an order 
for machinery because there was no good 
bringing out machinery if they had not 
bulk oil storage to feed it. In spite of war 
controls and difficulties. the Company did 
their very best, and they know tha.t Gov -
ernment did its very best too. 

As regards the question raised by the 
hon. Member for Eastern Berbice (Mr. E. 
A. Luckhoo), it seems to me that Govern
ment is usually attacked for using Defence
Regulations instead of having proper legis-

lation passed by this Council. It is un -
usual for a Member of Council to attaek 
Government for not using Defence Regula•• 
tions. I think in a matter of this kind it 
is better to have it on the Statute Book. 

As regu.rds the question of the limita
tion of the Ordinance, I would ask Mem
bers not to press Government to give a 
date for the cessation of the Ordinance. 
The Attorney-General has said very truly 
that no one can tell for certain now when 
the Company's machinery will an-ive. 1t 
its ii1 the interest of the Company to get 
that machinery, and in the interest of Gov
ernment to repeal this law as soon as it can. 
I therefore ask the Council to leave the 
matter to the goocl faith of Govern
ment. I cannot acivis2 that this Council 
should fix a date for the cess:i.tion of the 
Ordinance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill reacl a second time. 

COUNCJL lN C'OMMI'l'TEE 

The Council resolved .itself into Com
mittee to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 5.- Restrict.on of the iise of

commercial electric motors. 

Mr. C. v. WIGHT: The hon. Member 
for Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves) 
1mmtioned the fact that there are a few 
industrial electric motors in operation in 
the City. While I am R. strong supporter 
of individuals who, either as a hobby or 
as a means of increasing their income, use 
electric motors, I must view the matter 
from the other side of the picture-that the 
Electric Co. should discourage as much as 
possible such activity when they know, 
and we know, that there are several habit
able houses in the City, and h1 some cases 
new houses, which cannot be supplied with 
power for ordinary lighting. It therefore 
seems to me necessary tnat this industrial 
activity should be curtailed, and I think 
the Electrical Inspector ,hould be a little 
more vigilant. From m:v experience on the 
Georgetown Town Coundl I do not think 
the Inspector has been vigilant, because 
in view of the number of applications 
received it is obvious th'.'.t the use of these 
electric motors is on the increase. In fact 
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the Town Council h.as ur,der consideration 
at the moment the question whether the 
installation of these motors should not 

be curtailed, and it is p�acing the Council 

in a most inviuious position. 

I suppose that for logical reasons I win 
have to support this clause, but I would 
ask Government to give directions that the 
matter be carefully investigated, and that 
a moEthly report be submitted to Govern -

ment by the Electrical IYJ.spector to show 
whether there is any increase in this activ
ity. I hope the Executive Council will have 
the benefit of seeing sucb monthly report�. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to say 

in answer to the remarks of the last speaker, 
that he knows as well as I do that the 
Electrical Inspectors' sbff has been very 
badly depleted, but now that we have one 
Inspector back from the Army I hope that 
the work of the staff will be greatly -im
proved. I cannot promif.e monthly reports 
but I will promise that tlle remarks of the 
hon. Member will be brought to the notice 
of the Department. 

Mr. GONSALVES : I am not sure 
whether this clause would not make the 

position worse than it is at pre.,ent. I 
mentioned just now that there are electric 

motors being used at night in the City. 
This clause says that they shall not b� 
used· between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., which 
leaves it open for them to be run after 
10 o'clock at n;ght, in which case they 
would be a far greater nuisance. It is 
far better to have them running up to 
10 p.m. than later. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the reason 
is that up to 10 p.m. the Company's load 
is at its prnk. It does :1ot matter to the 

Company whether you sleep or not. It is 
between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. that the dange1· 
of overload lies. 

Mr. GONSALVES: A few moments 
ago I was sympathetic with the Company, 
and I am now sympathetic with those people 
who live alongside these electric motors. 
I am not prepared to encourage any pro
vision in the law which would permit the 
owners of these electric motors to tell me 
or the Tovm Council that they are allowed 

to run them after 10 p.m. until 5 o'clock 
in the morning. 

The CHAIRMAN : You ha.ve your 
remedy. You can take action against the 
owner for creating a nuisance. 

Mr. GONSALVES : That is quite 
easily said, and I have said it myself in this 
Council, but it is quite a different matter; 
it means litigation. Of course members of 
my profession get a hdping hand from 
people who desire to go to Court, and I am 

not going to do anythin,s to stop that, be

cause that is what we al'c there for. I was 
asking my friend on my right whether it 
would create any difficulty if we extendecl 

those hours. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
Defence Regulations contain this provision. 
As Members have heard, it is hoped that 
the Company will have their machinery 
early in 1947, and that everything will be 
going well. These conditions have been 
operating· since the 8th of May, 1944. If 
there is no ground on which the hon. 

Member is basing his olijection, I would 
suggest that we carry on as before. 

Mr. GONSALVES: In. the Town 

Council we have had obje-::tions lodged from 

time to time against applications for per
mission to use tl!ese ele(•.tric motors in the 
City. PfOple complain that they create .l 

nuisance. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : The hon. the 
Attorney-General will appreciate the fact 
that tl1is clause refers to commercial en
terprises. We know, or at least we have 
good reason to �uspect, that most of these 
electric motors are used in connection with 
wood-working rr..achinr.s. The applicants 
usually describe their operations as a hobby. 

How are we going to stop those gentlemen 
riding their hobby horses under this clause? 
They are going to ride their hobby horses 
under a commercial enterprise. That is 

what I think the hon. Member for George
town South (Mr. Gonsalves) was really 
getting at. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS : I am thoroughly 
sympathetic with those residents who have 
one of these electric motors buzzing next 

door after 10 o'clock at night, but under 

--· 
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this Bill, the Inspector has the power tu • take the necessary administrative action 
prohibit its use between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. which would help the T0wn Council. 
When this Ordinance ceases to be in oper::,,-
tion Government will not have any power 
to stop it at all. When the Company i.s 
able to supply electricity in full these motors 
can only be stopped by injunction. 

Mr. WIGHT: I do not agree with the 
hon. Member because he knows fully well 
that in such a case, after the Ordinance 
has expired, one would have only a right 
of restraint by way of injunction. Tha:; 
does not apply now. We are giving a legal 
right which should be protected. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS : The hon. Member 
is wrong. If a man cont-inues to use his 
electric motor after 10 o'clock at night there 
is still the same right to bring injunction 
proceedings against him. This clause does 
not prohibit injunction proceedings in the 
case of a nuisance. 

The CHAIRMAN : This Bill which 
we are debating now is really to protect 
the Company against having to supply 
more electricity than they can generate. 
The Company have told us that the danger 
hours are between 6 and 10 p.m. We are 
not discussing the comfort of citizens uf 
Georgetown, but the protection of the Com
pany, and I would sugg�st to hon. Mem
bers to allow the hours mentioned in the 
clause to remain for six months, after which 
we might put m some more general pro
vision for the convenience of the public. 
The point raised is not really relevant to 
the policy in this Bill. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I agree with your 
remarks, sir. In New Amsterdam we were 
faced with the same difficulty. The 
machinery of the power plant was worn 
out and obsolete, and _;n order to keep 
private residences supplied with light we 
had to cut off the street lights during cer
tain hours. 

The CHAIRMAN : Does the hon. 
Member wish to press that amendment 
of the hours, or will he let it go ? It is 
not really very importari.t. 

Mr. WIGHT: I have just brought it 
to light in the hope that Government would 

Clause 5 agreed to. 

Clause 7.-Duration of Ordinance.

Mr. WIGHT: I think this Ordinance 
should be brought up for review by· this 
Council on the 31st December, 1946, so that 
if there is anything wrong about it we 
would be able to say a few words on it. 
It seems to me that the Council will not 
be in the �ame reasonable and i·esponsivt• 
frame of mind in which it happens to be 
today. I think it is advisable that the 
operation of the OrC:inar.ce should be 
limited, so as to make it necessary for 1t 
to be brought before the Council for 
renewal. I do not think the Attorney-
General's office is so overburdened th:1.t 
they cannot scribble a �ew lines for the 
purpose of renewing thi<; Ordinance. I 
think it would avoid quite a lot of criticism 
if a date were fixed, ari-:l I would suggest 
that the 31st December, 1946, be inserted 
in this clause. 

The CHAIRMAN : 
the insertion of a date. 

I disagree with 

Mr. GONSALVES: I suggest that 
the clause be amended hy the insertion o! 
the words "on the 30th April, 1947, or such 
further C:ate." 

The CHAIRMAN: I agree with that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There 
is no objection to that, but is it necessary 
to include the word "fu:ther ?" I think 
"other date" would cover it. 

Mr. GONSALVES : I accept that 
suggestion. 

The CHAIRMAN : I consider that a 
very good compromise. 

Clause 7, as amended, agreed to. 

The Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In 
view of the fact that t,here have been 
amendme:1ts to the Bill. I ask leave to move 
the suspension of the Standing Orders in 
order to be able to move its third reading. 
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Mr. WOOLFORD se(!onded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that the Bill be now read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. WOOLFORD seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

MITC'flELL TRUST (i\:,rn�DMENT) 
BILL. 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
amend the Mitchell Trust Ordinance, 
1937, with respect to the number 
of the beneficiaries and vacancies 
therein." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : As will 
be seen from the Objects and Reasons 
accompanying the Bill, clause 2 makes pro
vision for notices to be given by the Secre·
tary to the Mitchell Fund Trustees in the 
case of a vacancy occurring amongst the 
beneficiaries. Perhaps some hon. Members 
are very familiar with the provisions of 
this Mitchell Trust. I believe some years 
ago the matter had to go before the 
Supreme Court for the purpose of dealing 
with the Trust. I may mention that in 
section 3 ( 1) of the Mit,.:hell Trust Ordin
ance, No. 30 of 1937, it i� provided that one 
of the Trustees shall be the person for the 
time being holding or acting in the officJ 
of Colonial Secretary. 

The late Walter l\'1itchell died at 
Georgetown in 1862 and by his will directed 
that after the lapse of fifteen years from 
the date of his death the whole of his 
residuary estate was to he at the disposal 
of the Legislature for the purpose or 
founding a church college or other charit
able institution in this Colony. As the 
Legislature at that time considered the sum 
insufficient for that purpose it was 
decided to use it for the award of 
scholarships based on the results of 
the Cambridge Examination. Doubts arose 
as to the propriety of that form of 
award, and by a resolution in 1934 the 
Legislature approved of an application be
ing made to the Supreme Court for an 
interpretation of the bequest. 

The judgment of the Chief Justice in 
the matter was that the income from the 
estate was insufficient to form 01: foun<.l 
a church college or other charitable in
stitution and the Cy-pres doctrine should 
be invoked, and as the arrangements for 
giving effect to the bequest were left to the 
disposal of the Legislature it was compe
tent for the Letsislature to formulate, sub
ject to the conditions of eligibility as laid 
down in the decision, a scheme for the 
maintenance and education of orphans and 
half- orphans. To give effect to this decision 
of the Chief Justice the Legislative Coun
cil passed the Mitchell Trust Ordinance, 
No. 30 of 1937. In the preamble of that 
Ordinance hon. Membc•·s will see all the 
points to which I have referred expressed. 

Section 3 of the Ordinance deals with 
the vesting of the estate in a committee 
of the Legislative Council to be styled "The 
Mitchell Fund Trustees" consisting of the 
Colonial Secretary and two other Members 
of the Legislative Council appointed by the 
Governor. Sections 10 and 11 deal with the 
selection ·of six orphans or half-orphans 
between the ages of five and sixteen years, 

preference being given to the poorest and 
most needy. Section 12 provides that the 
Trustees shall pay to the parent or guardian 
of each beneficiary or to 11ome other person 
selected by the Trustees for the purpose 
the sum of $120 per ann•1m until the bene
ficiary has attained the age of sixteen 
years. 

Certain matters were discussed by 
the Trustees early this year, among 
them - the question of filling vacancies 
with regard to the principle of in
creasing the number of beneficiaries 
from six to nine and also the draft 
Bill which is now before hon. Members as 
their final decision. The Trustees agreed 
that now that the funds are in a better con
dition they should have the privilege or 
power to increase the number of scholar
ships from six to nine or whatever number 
the funds can stand. Clause 3 of the Bill 
before hon. Members empowers the Trus
tees to increase the number of the bene
ficiaries, where the annual income of the 
estate is sufficient for the purpose. The 
Trustees have also sugge�ted clause 4 of the 
Bill. It gives the Trustee:, discretion to util
ize any funds over and above the required 
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amount for six bene:f).chries for the pur
pose of giving a number of scholarships. 
I think this will commend itself to Members 
because it means utilizi'ng the fund to the 
full benefit and is in keeping· with the spirit 
of the will of the Founder. I beg to move 
that the Bill be now rea'..l a second time. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I second the 
motion for the suggestecl. change and I cto 
so with a great deal of diffidence. The 
late Mr. Mitchell wh:i established this 
foundation had one object in view. He W'.lS 

a clerk at one time in t.he Coloni:1,l Bank 
in this Colony. He WflS a native of and 
had the greatest interes1" in the natives of 
this Colony. The aim he had in view was 
to help the poorest and most necessitous 
of our children, irrespective of their sex, 

or colour, or birth. By some strange cir
cumstances, which I h,'Jpe will never be 
repeated and which I hnve risen to point 

out, the aim and object of that generous 
benefaction of his has never been fulfill eel. 
The total sum of the fmmdation is somr
where in the vicinity of £7,000 or £8,000, 
and under the provisions of the present 
Ordinance the benefits are distributed by 
selection to six children, but prior to the 
enactment of the Ordimmce the Govern
ment Regulations prescribed that this 
charitable bequest should be awarded t,) 
<me or more scholars who had attained 
a certain educational qnalification. We 
know that for many years the so,1s of per
sons, who were in a pos1tion to afford to 
send their children to s.:hool and to main
tain them, became the otjects of the b-:me
faction from the estate. I happened to 
be present in the Council and then took 
exception to the manner in which the 
Trust had been admini,;terecl contrary to 
the directions of the Testator under his 
will, and I have risen tocl.ay to warn the 
Trustees against the co1�tinuance of their 
present aim in extending the number of 
beneficiaries for the one and only reason 
that some day or another in the future 
other persons similarly minded to Mr. 
Mitchell might bequeath a. sum of money 
for the formation of some much needed 
institution in the Colony for the benefit 
of the children of the poor classes. To have 

the beneficiaries distributed all over the 
Colony and to give $10 11er month to the 
parents or guardians for their mainten
ance and education is not carrying out the 
intention of the Testator, whose idea was 
to establish in this Colony an institution 
similar to that of .the De Saffon Institution 
which he had in mind at the time of the 
making of his will and so declared in the 
provisions of his Will. That was once an 
institution, some Membns will remember, 
in which both boys and girls were cared 
for, maintained and educated in the same 
building. I refer to the De Saffon In
stitution. It became necessary for the tw:> 
sex:s to be separated, i.-,ut the institution 
lived on for some years !n ,separate build
ings and we now find the beneficiaries dis
tril.mted all over the Colony and not livin� 
under the same roof bn� receiving a fat· 
larger benefit than those of the Mitchell 
Trust. What De Saffop and Mitchell ha::! 
i!n their minds was the perpetuation of 
something that they thought would live. 
There is now no institution that you can, 
point to and say that is the De Saffon In
stitution. There is no institution one can 
point to and say that is the Mitchell 
Foundation. I, who am becoming an old 
man now, feel that I shculd before I retire 
from this Council makP a plea to those in• 
habitants, who are in a position to do ;;o 
and who have acquired large sums of money 
and have benefited by t"f-1eir being citizens 
of this Colony, to follow De Saffon's :ind 
Mitchell's example, Mc1ny persons have· 

since their day left largl' estates but have 
never thought it their duty to subscribe one 
cent to public charity. Tl1ere are occasions 
when ycu find small legacies being left 
to the Church. With the exception of Mr. 
Hicken of Berbice, who bequeathed a 
legacy to establish a wing at the Public 
Hospital in New Amsterdam, Mr. Trotman, 
the.late W. A. E. Bratt 'lnd Robert Strang, 
both planters, and t.he two other 
gentlemen to whom I have referred, 
no other individual has thought it 
right and· proper that he should 
out of his wealth create some benefaction 
by way of bequest or otherwise for the good 
of the poor people of this Colony. If you 
allow these institutions, as in the case of 
the De Saffon Institution, to die and you 
fail to create another such as Mitchell had 
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in view, there would not. be anything to 
point to as the living witnesses of what !s 
something that really .. ought to be per
petuated in this Colony. If you allow 
the idea 'behind a Testator's mind 
to be forgotten in this Colony in the man
ner in which we are now trying to distri -
bute the benefactions here and there, you 

· would never be lending any encouragement
to others to follow their example such a.s
we know, for instance. has happened in
the Islands of Barbados and Jamaica. I
know a person, who is reputed to have left
half a million quite recently in this Colony
but has made no charit<t!Jlc provision undt•r
his will of any kind whatever.

In principle, thereforP., I am opposed 
to increasing the number of beneficiarie,;. 
It is a matter of opinion. I would prefer 
to see the number limited in order that 
the child benefiting might, as a result of 
the kindness shown to him and his re-:eiv
ing a better form of education, become a 
person who would himself reflect in his 
own life the idea which Mitchell has 
created for him, and, if he does become 
a rich man, might show bis gratitude to 
the memory of his benefactor 2.s to him
self make a similar bequ,:,st. But you are 
not doing this by the prop;:,sal under review. 
You are here trying to e'<:tend the number 
of beneficiaries from the six limited by the 
Ordinance to a larger number. The Trns
tees imagine this proposal confers a greater 
benefit on a larger number of children, 
but that is open to question whether this 
is advisable. 

The hon. and learned the Atlorney .. 
General referred to the> Principal Ordi1:.
ance. I say with very great respt..:L that 
I have had myself the greatest difi1culty 
in finding the Principal Ordinan_ce. I had 
to leave my seat and ask the Janitor to 
find me a copy. I had before to call the 
attention of the President, as Colonial 
Secretary of the Colony, to the disgrace
ful state in which our hws are. You are 
amending Jaws from day to day. Then' 
is hardly a single Orctinance where you 
do not g·et this kind of amendment--"Sec
tion so-and-so of the Principal Ordin�rncr. 
is hereby amended by the insertion of so
and-so." Members are required some
times on the spur of tee moment to look 
somewhere in this room for au Ordinance 

with no written annotation made on them 
and to understand what i:a being proposed. 
Members also know that sometimes you 
see the proposed amendment for the first 
time when it is laid on the table. The 
point I am making is that there should be 
a sufficient number of cor-ies of the Ordin -
ances in this Chamber properly a,nnotate<l 
to allow Members to compare the original 
Ordinance with the proposed amend111ent. 

If you look at the Ordinance po.ssed in 
1937 and the �c.ctions it. is propm:ed to 
amend, section 11 restr:cted the benefi
ciaries to six. My point about that 1s 
you have to take a decision now. You can
not go on extending the number from six 
to nine because the incmne of the fund 
allows you. I had the greatest trouble, 
when it became neczss'3.ry to do so prior 
to the enactment of thP Ordinance, to find 
out who Mr. Mitchell was. It was I tho 
made the investigation. I might mention 
that it was discovered tl,at he was e. mem
ber of the race to which I belong. That 
may not be known to m:1.ny people. He 
had deprived himself of a good many crea
ture comforts to establish the fund he died 
possessed of. His aim and object, as his 
will said-it is well to remember the words 
given in the preamble e,f the Ordinance 
to be found on page 165-is : "After the 
lapse of fifteen years £rem the date of his 
death the whole of hi� residuary estato 
was to be at the disposal of the Legisla
ture of the Colony in order to form or found 
a c.hurch college or other charitable in•
stitution in this Colony •similar to the 
Saffoo Establishment though not with the· 
same exclusion but under similar rules for 
such purpose appointing the Legislature his 
residuary heir .... " He did so in orde:c 
that the fund should accumulate. 

The whole of his residuary estate was 
put at the disposal of the Legislative Coun
cil of this Colony in order to form or found 
a church college or othe1: charitable insti
tution similar to the Saffon Establishment 
though not with the sane exclusion. We 
have no church college here. A fund of 
this kind might have teen given to the 
particular body to which he belonged and 
they might have been able with the fund at 
their disposal to found one. I think we 
should now make up our minds to merge 
this fund with that of the Saffon Tru:,t arni 
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the two funds might be devoted toward'> 
the purchase or erection and maintenanc-' 
of a real live institution, such a one as Mr. 
Mitchell had in mind-a church college 
or some other perm:ment charitable 
institution. 

The PRESIDENT: I would be grateful 
for an elucidation. I was under the impres
sion that the Bill was prepared by the 
Attorney-General in consultation with the 
last speaker, and I understood the last, 
speaker was seconding the Bill. I am not 
clear now what is the position. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I have seconded the 
Bill and will not do anything to prevent 
its second reading being taken, but I am 
just warning the Trustees not to overlook 
the purpose the testator had in view. AJ."P. 

you carrying out this proposal when the 
limited amount of capital only provides 
for the education and maintenance of six 
beneficiaries? You are �eeking to extend 
the benefits of ithe Trust to a greater 
number. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Member 
has pointed out a diffict\lty in the Bill we 
are introducing, I do net see any use our 
going on. We will withdraw it and bring 
another one. When I saw this Bill on the 
agenda I asked whether there was any 
necessity for hurrying it as we had so 
many urgent matters to deal with, and I 
was told it was urgent and was being pressed 
for. It does not seem to me that the 
Bill is correct. It does not seem to carry 
out the will of Mr. Mitchell, as the hon. 
Member pointed oot. 

f 

when he made the bequest. As I under
stood the hon. the Deputy President, he 
was onJy giving a note of warning to the 
Trustees that they should exercise care 
when they come to the question of increas
ing the number of beneficiaries; because 
the Bill is so drafted that it carries out 
what the Trustees want. 

The PRESIDENT: One of the objecis 
of the Bill is to increase the number of 
beneficiaries, and the Deputy President 
who has studied the subject minutely has 
said that is one thing we should not do. 

Dr. SINGH: Put in a nutshell, what 
we are asking for is thi,: Here you have 
this sum of money benefiting about six 
children. The money has accumulated. 
What are we to do? We are asking that 
we be allowed to extend the number of 
beneficiaries so as to .spread the benefits 
to a larger number, to eight or ten instead 
of limiting the number to six. 

The PRESIDENT: The Deputy 
President has brought up rnch an important 
point of principle that the Bill seems to 
want recasting. If hon. Members want 
to go on, it is not for me to say. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Your 
Excellency, I take it t11at the Trustees 
themselves have in mind the giving of the 
greatest possible benefits to the larger 
number rather than sitting down on the 
accumulated funds ove:r and above the 
requirements for the purpose of the present 
six as provided in the Principal Ordinance. 
That is the reason for their recommenda
tions. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: As one who is fast 
approaching the age of the hon. Member 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The on my right (Mr. Wool:ord) I agree with 
hon. Member did not point out a difficulty some of the remarks he made. He sug
but suggested that the Trustees themselves gested the amalgamation of the Mitchell 
should exercise the grea'.est possible care i',1 and the Saffon Trusts in order to extend 
regard to the funds which they are admin- the benefits. I will go a little furthe1· 
istering. The Trustees feel, so far as their and suggest that those persons who have 
advice appears on paper, that the money OJi, � nd taken them out of the 
which they have from the Trust has i �'€� y �1g �
creased to such an extent that they w lr;l. leaving such 
not be carrying out the Tl'Ust as provi .by incorporated at 
the decision of the Chief Justice, a Mitchell Trust. 
should increase the number of bene c 
so as to give the full benefits of th 
to those who are poor and needy, i the 
way contemplated by the late Mr. Mite 
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Government to increase the amount by 
which each of the beneficiaries will 
benefit. 

With regard to another point the hon. 
Member made with which I am also in 
agreement, perhaps it may be worthwhile 
of consideration by G.:ivermnent. When 
amendments to these Ordinances are being 
put forward, as in this case, the original 
Ordinance may be repealed and re-enacterl 
as a whole with the amendments. I quite 
agree with the hon. Member. It is rathe1· 
clifficult, especially to those who have to 
practise in the Courts, to have to read the 
1944 Ordinance and collate ten different 
amendments to the Ordinance. Oppor
tunity may be taken with each amendment 
of the Ordinance to repeal the whole 
Ordinance and re-enact it so that the 
Statute Book may appe-:1r in some sort of 
unified form. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: So far 
as section 12 is concerned I would just 
point out to hon. Members that it says: 

"The Trustees shall pay to the parent 
or guardian of each beneficiary or to some 
other person selected by the Trustees for 
the purpose the sum of one hundred and 
twe,nty dollars per annum until the 
beneficiary shall attain the age of sixteen 
years or shall cease to be a beneficiary." 

Accordingly, it seems that the Trustees 
have been carrying out that part of theil· 
obligation in respect ot the payment of 
$120 per annum, but !n respect of the 
accummulation of certain funds over and 
above the expenditure in connection witb 
the Fund they have approached. the ques
tion from the point of view of extending 
that principle of paymePt of $120 per an
to a few more beneficiaries. All they are 
asking, I take it, is that provision be made 
by way of amendment to enable them �o 
pay over and above the benefit as provided 
in the Ordinance. They desire to pay to 
beneficiaries not exceeding nine the. same 
amount as is provided !:>Y. section 12. The 
hon. Member on my left (Mr. Woolford) 
approaches the question from a different 
point of view altogether, and what he is 
saying is: "Do not increase the number of 
beneficiaries at all, but take yoUl' 
accumulated funds and increase th8 
amount now payable under the law to the 

beneficiaries." The Trustees who are 
charged with it take the other point of 
view. 

The PRESIDENT: I am really amazed. 
It is really new to me. I do not know 
what we are introducing. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to inquire 
whether the Trust provides only for six 
beneficiaries, or the Tru�tees are allowed 
to use their discretion? 

The PRESIDENT: I wish to correct 
my statement that I had not been con
sulted in the matter. I was consulted, 
but I had no recollection of it until now. 

The ATTORNEY -GJJ:NERAL: I think 
we ought to get the vie\'1s of Members so 
that I can make the necessary amend
ments. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I thi.nk a better course 
would be to defer consideration of the Bill, 
and in the meantil'!'.e the Attorney
General, with the help of the hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam <Mr. Woolford) might 
make an appeal to the public for contribu
tions to augment the fund. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I would like to 
invite Government's attention to the fact 
that prior to the introduction of the Bill 
in 1937 a Select Committee was appointed, 
of which the hon. Member for Western 
Be1·bice (Mr. Peer Bacchus) and the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Sout!l 
(Mr. Gonsalves) were members. There 
was a good deal o.f controversy as 
to whether the number of beneficiaries 
should be six or ten, and it was ultimately 
agreed that there shm.:.Jd be six. There 
may oe very strong reasons ror leaving the 
number at six. 

The PRESIDENT: If Members are 
agreeable I would defer the Bill for further 
consideration. 

. 'l;'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I desiN 
to thank hon. Members for the views theY' 
have expressed. 

The Bill was deferred for further 
considern tion. 
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l\'[JSlNG (COKS0LJDATION) 
(.A.1-rn.-::n�rn:'-<T) D1LL, 1!)46. 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
amend the Minin•i (Consolidation) 
Ordinance for the purpose of requir
ing the consent of the Co:nmissioner 
to transfers of concessions, 1e·ases 
and licences granted under that 
Ordinance." 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL : The 
object of the Bill is to provide :safeguards 
against the transfer to undesirable per
sons of concessions, le,:,ses and licences 
granted under the Minir:.g (Consolidation) 
Ordinance, Chapter 175. Adequate power 
is already vested in the Governor to refuse 
to grant a concession or lease for any rea -
son he may think pro�er, or to order that 
a licence shall not be issued under the 
Ordinance. But the holders of concessions, 
leases and licences, once they have been 
vested with the interests, :nay transfer them 
to other persons who are considered 
undesirable. Undesiral::le persons may 
also procure other perscns to obtain con
cessions, etc., and aftenvJ.rds take in their 
favour a transfer of, or secure equitable 
interests in, these miniDg rights. In the 
interests of the public <md the mining in·· 
dustry it is considered expedient to prevent 
wild speculation and fraudulent operation,, 
in connection· with mining claims and 
concessions. 

It is proposed to adcl a new sub-sectio;1 
(2) to section 29 of the Principal Ordin -
ance to read

" (2) No concession or lease, or in
terest therein, shall be transfened by 
the holder thereof to any other person, 
and no right, title or interest, legal 
or equitable, shall be created in any 
concession 01· lease by the holder 
thereof in favour of any other person, 
without the consent in writing of the 
Commissioner first lrnd and obLained, 
and any transfer of, or creation of a 
right, title or interest in, any conces-• 
sion or lease made contrary to this 
subsection shall for all purposes be 
absolutely void." 

The power is being given to the Com
missioner, becaue he is the person who has 
to deal with these matters; therefore, if 
there is any suggestion of a transfer, the 
Commissioner's consent must first b9 
obtained. 

Then there is an amendment of section 
34 of the Principal Ordinance which 
provides for a new sub-section (4) which 
reads: 

" ( 4) No licen·�e shall be trans
ferred by the holder thereof to any 
other person, and no right, title or in
terest, legal or equitable, shall be 
created in any licence by the holder 
thereof in favour of any other person 
without the consent in writing of the 
Commissioner first had and obtained, 
and any transfer of. or creation of a 
right, title or inte1·pst in, any licenc� 
made contrary to this subsection shall 
for all purposes Jn absolutely void. " 

In this case, before any transfer takes 
place, the transferor will have to inform 
the Commissioner and obtain his permis
sion in writing. That, it is hoped, will pro
vide adequate safeguards in matters of this 
sort. As Members art: ;1.ware, there is � 
great deal of interest at the present time in 
the mining possibilities of the Colony. Con
sequently, soµie such s2,feguard as this is 
very desirable. I form�;Iy move that the 
Bill be read a second time. I understand 
that the hon. Member for New Amsterdam 
(Mr. Woolford) desires to make some 
observations. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : As the hon. the 
Attorney-General has anticipated, I have 
risen to ask whether, in the opinion of Gov
ernment, it is considered that this feeble 
and ineffective Bill will have the desired 
result ? It is well known, as the Attorney
General has said, that �!lere is a consider
able amount of mining activity in thi5 
Colony, and I welcome it, but I do desire 
to say that in my view-and I have a fair 
knowledge of what is go:ng on-this Col
ony's good name and reputation in mining 
circles is going to be very seriously chal
lenged. I do not know how many Mem
bers of this Council, or indeed of our com
munity, know what a prospectus is. I had 
a firm acquaintance with such a document 
50 years ago. There arr prospectuses and 
prospectuses but I had never had the 
pleasure - it would givP me an infinite 
amount of pleasure-although I have been 
trying· to do so, to insppct some of those 
prospectuses of companies formed in Wis
consin and such far dist.ant places, which 
are attempting to conduct mining opera
tions in this Colony. 

I have heard that there is enormous 
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capital afloat, but up tc the present my 
information about some of them is that 
I am more than fully persuaded that the 
unwary shareholders in the Dominlon of 
Canada and other place'', and some pros
pective shareholders in this Colony, will 
never see their money again. Allowing 
that we have vast mineral wealth, our 
country is a difficult one, and I have it in 
my mind that a good many people are being 
deceived irito the belief that some of thesP. 
companies are genuine. Shares are bein:; 
hawked in the public streets of the Colony. 
Of course I am indulging in an exaggera
tion; we have no Sto.-k Exchange, and 
people are buying sharf!s in public places 
without any regard to what is happening. 
The day is going to

j

come when those people 
abroad who do n t know what is being 
done by those who are responsible for the 
formation of thos companies, are going 
to have a very soyy awakening.

I will give an id�a of what is happening. 
I am not going to EenU::m the company's 
name, but the w:ti;ole object of the Bill 
is to prevent the tr�nsfer of some of these 
concessions or leases to other persons who 
may be undesirable, fhough I doubt whethe1· 
the greatest care is peim; taken to examine
the credentials of some of those people to 
whom concession.s

f 
have been already 

granted. When I go to the Registrar's 
Office and inspect t e Compames Register 
I find that there hks hcen no compliance 
with section 247 of �he Companies Ordin
ance, without whicp they should not be 
allowed to do business in this Colony. I 
found in the case o

1
one company at least, 

that the last thing eard about them was
in 1942. They d not appear to have 
respected the Com ani<"s Ordinance. I 
looked up the Regi

r

1 ter to see if I knew 
anybody. I knew a ew; J have seen some 
of those gentlemen here but they ha·1e 
decamped. To my kncwledge they have 
disappeared, and no , ne knows their where -
abouts, but others are coming in their 
places. 

I dislike intensbly �he slightest en
couragement being 

!

' iven to these people. 
What is the good of limit.ing or hinderin� 
the transfer of thes valuable concessions 
to what are called undesirable interests, 
when the people to 'j"hom they have- llct-n
given are themselveslum!<'sirable? I have 

often thought that whilst there is so much 
necessary domestic lez-i5la tion for which 
this community has been waiting patientl.v 
for some years, why should the Attorney
Gener;al's Department always complain of 
lack of time and opportunity to bring such 
Bills into this Council, and yet be able 
to find time to bring legislation of this 
character? 

Reference to section 247 of the Com
panies Ordinance, Chapter 187, will show 
that · companies estabLshed outside the 
Colony must comply with the provisions 
of that Ordinance. It 1s a section of the 
Ordinance especially desi·J11ed to meet these 
people. It states : 

(2) Every comp.i,ny incorporated
outside the colony which after the 
commencement of this Ordinance 
establishes a place of business within 
the colony shall, within three months 1 

after the establishment, file with the 
registrar-

(a) a certified co;:iy of its charter,
statute, or memorandum and
articles, or other instn�ment
declaring or dr,fining its consti-
tution, and, if the instrument
is not written in the English
language, a certified translation
thereof;

(b) a list of its directors ;
Cc) the names and adresses of some

one or more i:ersons resident in 
tha colony W!lO are authorised 
to accept on its behalf snvice 
of process and any notices 
required to be served upon it ; 

and if any alteration is made in any 
of the instruments. or the directorate, 
or the names and addresses of any of 
the persons, aforP.sn.id, the company 
shall within three months file with the 
registrar a notice thereof. 

When labourers employed by these 
companies, or merchants in Water Street 
have claims against such companies, some 
of them become defunct much too quickly. 
What remedy has an employee or the mer
cantile community against those com
panies? None whatever. Even the Secre
tary exists only in name : he is not here, 
and you cannot serve process on him. 

What is the good in encouraging companies 
to come here with the mil1ions they have on 
paper, and giving them valuable land only, 
as it seems to me, to provide an opportunity 
for company promoting 9,broad ? Govern
ment should examine very closely the appli
cations put forward from time to time. 

I 
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The object of this Bill is to prevent 
and hilider the transfer of concessions, 

leases and licences to undesirable interests. 
I suspect, and I think T have fairly good 

grounds for saying that I doubt very much 
whether the Commissioner of Lands and 

Mines has ever seen the prospectuses of 

some of these companies. We are entitled 
to see them. Under thf' provisions of the 
Companies Ordinance it seems to me they 

are limited companies; I think they are so 
described. This ki-nd of thing must stop, 

and I would be obliged if 1 could be assisted 
in finding out whether '.l."ld where I could 
see the prospectuses of some of these com
panies. I would like to examine them. I 

would like to see the basis on which they 

induce unwary people al.:road to subscribe 

money, if it has been subscribed at all. 

Therefore, for the present, I think that 

instead of considering it "expedient to pre
vent wild speculation and fraudulent 

operations in connectiun with min�ng 

claims and concessions," to quote the 

words of the Objects and Reasons, I think 
power should be taken to prevent such 

companies operating at all. I think it is 

a mistake to allow the Commissioner of 
Lands and Mines alone to have the power 
to refuse applications for transfer of these 
concessions. In every section of the Prin

cipal Ordinance it will be found that ini

tially it is the Governor in Council which 

has the power to grant r.oncessions whicb 

it is now sought to restrict. I say the time 

has arrived when these mining companies 

should be made to comply with the Cc,m -
panies Ordinance. With such companies 
defaulting and not being able to pay their 

debts, what will be the position ? It vnll 
be said by people abroad that it is no use 

investing money in British Guiana because 
of what has happened to this and that 

company. 

I suspect that the s::ime thing is going 

to happen again, and I d!'sire to warn Gov

ernment and the people of the Colony that 

anything like company promotion here will 
be closely watched. Co!I!pany promoters 
abroad must not suppose r,hat they are deal•
ing with an altogether ignorant community. 

There are some people hne capable of ex

amining prospectuses and the floatation of 

shares, and they know that before such 

companies start to operi-.te, and even be-

fore they obtain conceRsions, shares are 

sold at a very high premium. I say that 

Government is behindhand in limiting· 

the transfer of these cnncessions. What 
it ought to do is to prevent these com

panies from conducting operations or pre

tending to do so in some of those areas 

when, I rather suspect, some of them know 
that they cannot be successful. 

I have said that there are people in 

this Colony who may be very honest and 
honest-minded. They, of course, have the 
interests of the Colony ::i.t heart, but from 
what I have heard-and I have heard a 

great deal-some effective control has to be 
exercised over tl1e operations of these com

panies. They must be made to comply 

with the Companies Ordinance, and if that 

Ordi'nance requires ame1.1dment an amend

ing Ordinance should be ,,rought before this 

Council. The evil will tave been done be
fore any transfer is even asked for, and 

what is there to prevent companies operat

ing without obtaining a transfer of con
cessions ? People abron.d do not want a 
transfer of title; they are· happy without 

that. I hope I have not taken advantage 

of my position to issue this warning. I 

know a great deal about these things, and 
I have seen the like of these people before, 

not only here but elsewhere. I think 

it is time the Companies Ordinance, which 
has been amended i::J. England, wa:; 

amended so as to make it very difficult 

for companies of this kjnd to operate at 

all until a certain result has been obtained 
which would ensure to the shareholders 
some return on their money. I think every 
company shoulcl be subject to the same 

surveillance. 

The pity in this Colony is that kindred 

legislation in Great Britain is not intro

duced here. We have t.oo many laws in 

t.his Colony butt.he most important features

of British legislation are not being intro

duced here. If anything like a facsimile

of the English legislation on this subject

were in operation here this feeble Bill would

not have been necessary. In the Objects
and Reasons of the Bill it appears to me

that Government suspects that there is

something wrong alre'.ldy, and it has

brought forward this amfmding Bill which,
I fear, will not achieve the object in view.

My chief criticism is th&t it is proposed t->
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delegate to the Commissioner of Lands 
and Mines the power to examine initial 

proposals, and to place him in the invidious 
position of having to refuse transfers. 

Apparently he would he able to do so 
without even asking the permission of the 

Governor in Council. I would not give 

any individual that power. 

I know of a case in which a repre
sentative of a company was an employee 
in the public i;P.rvice of this Colony in the 
Department of Lands and Mines. I believe 
it was unknown to Government, and was 

only disclosed afterwards. I am not im,, 

puting the slightest b!ame to anybody. 
Commissioners of Lands and Mines have 

been men of honour, rut there is not a 

single individual who has held that post 
who would say that attempts have not been 

made to bribe him. I do not thin.le 
Government should pl:l.ce the Commis
sioner in that position. Even if he does 
not succumb to that, in view of the power
ful interests abroad I would not make him 

the sole person to drcide whether a 
transfer should be granted. I have no 

objection to ib, provided that power is 
retained by the Governor in Council, or 

he has to obtain the consent of the 

Governor. 

Mr. LEE : I agree with the remarks of 

the hon. Member because that has been my 
experience. I pointed out in this Council 

some time ago that companies were being 

formed in this Colony without providing any 

guarantee of the wages of the people 

whom they employed to go into the 

interior, and on more than one occasion 

I have had to sue such companies and 

obtain judgment, but they were empty 
judgments. Those cor.ipanies benefited 

by the results of their prospections and- left 
, the Colony, leaving only their names. 

Contrary to that of my friend, the 

hon. Member for New Amsterdam, I have 

had experience of cases in which the 
granting of applicatiom: for transfers of 
concessions was so long delayed that the 

applicants became disgusted and never 
carried through their deal. In the interest 

of applications for cor..r.essions for wood
cutting and timber also, I welcome the 
power which this Bill seeks to give the 

Commissioner of Lands and Mines to 

facilitate such transfers, but I agree with 
the hon. Member for New Amsterdam that 

for the protection of om· vast hinterland 

the final decision in th��e matters should 

be in the hands of the Governor in 
Council or the Governor. It is better to 

be on the safe side rather than to be in 
the hands of one person . 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I would just like to 

emphasize some of the remarks made by 
the hon. Member for New Amsterdam (Mr. 
Woolford) in respect of this clause dealing 

with transfer. It seems to me that this 

power should be entruste1 to the Governor 

in Council and not to any particular 
individual of Government. I quite recol
lect that instances have occurred where 

there has been a little difficulty in getting 
through a transfer, but at the same time 

I feel that the responsil::ility is a great one 
and before transferring or granting a 

licence for mining the G')vernor in Council 
should have a final say _;_n the matter. The 
point has been raised in respect of com

panies established outside the Colony and 

registered in this Colony that there has 

not been sufficient compliance with the 

provisions of the Ordinance. That seems 
to be quite correct. It :i.ppears to me that 

before a company is per,nitted to carry on 

business in this Colony,-a company not 

incorporated in this Colony-there should 
be registration in this Colony with the 
necessary documents showing the names 

of the Directors, the objects of the com
pany and the capital subscribed, in orde1· 
that the general publi.:: could have some 
claim in respect of wages earned or any 

breach of contract on the part of the com
pany. It has been always a difficult matter 

to recover from these mushroom com
panies which come forward and have 
themselves registered as companies with
out proper care being taken to examine the 
necessary documents which are required 

to be filed with an application for registra
tion. That seems to be the whole trouble 
. in that respect. 

I do not know the object of this Bill 

but, as far as I can see, it is to give the 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines power 
to decline or refuse any transfer to such 
person whom he may consider undesirable. 
I suppose the Government has in Its 

possession certain information on this 
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tioint, and if Government thinks there has 
been an abuse in this matter Government 
would be perfectly justified in refusing a 
transfer on proper grounds shown; but, as 
has been pointed out by the hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam, the initial trouble 
seems to lie in the fact that not sufficient 
care is taken in respect of the issue of 
these licences, and this Bill only provides 
for the transfer to desirable persons. 
Where people or a company wish a transfer 
in their favour, they must satisfy the 
Governor in Council that it is a bona fide

transfer and it is not being done for 
speculation. There have been instances 
in this Colony when' people make 
thousands of dollars b�• simply gettin� 
licences in their favour and transferrin�, 
them to some other company withom 
Government being benefited to any extent 
whatever. That is speculation, and I 
agree with the object to prevent specula
tion by unnecessary tram:fers to companies 
of that sort. While I do not wish om
mining possibilities to remain undeveloped. 
but rather that we should want to intro·· 
duce bona fide investors and ca.pita.list.�. 
they must be supported by sufficient credit
able backing from outoide showing th� 
financial stability of such companies. I do 
not know if the procedure is still observed 
by Government, that in any concession 
appliecl for by any person or persons out
side the Colony extreme care is taken from' 
time to time to get a financial report from 
some accredited person outside the Colony 
in respect of such person',s or persons' 
financial standing. The Banks are some
times referred to, and in such a case you 
will have the means of ascertaining whether 
the person is really a bona fide investor 
or not. 

Similarly in respect of the transfer of 
licences from one person to another, abso
lute care should be exercised. Unless the 
Governor in Council, r.0t even the Gov
ernor, is perfectly satisfied that it is a bone,

fide transfer done in thP interest of the 
Colony it should not be granted. You 
can only prevent fraud and specula
tion by exercising that extreme caution 
and care. We do not want people coming 
to this Colony and po�ing as having big 
financial backing but with nothing to back 
up their financial status. If you can get 

credentials from the Banks abroad, as was 
done in the past when a licence, lease or 
grant was asked for, that would be all right. 
In the past they had to s:1tisfy Government 
as to their financial status and to agree to 
submit reports from time to time, showing 
the money they were spending in the devel
opment of the area, before a licence was 
granted and issued to them. That seems 
a necessary precaution m the case of a 
licence. Likewise with a transfer care 
should be taken to see that it is made not 
with the approval of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Mines, as that might lead to 
great difficulty but rather with that of the 
Governor in Council, and the Commissioner 
of Lands and Mines summoned to attend 
and give his views <tnd be examined on 
certain points which may be of interest 
in deci.ding the point as to whether a 
licence should be issued or n6t. If care 
is taken in the issue of a licence and the 
transfer of a licence, I would certainly 
support the Bill as it stands. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am glad to hear 
the views o( the two hon. Members who 
have spoken. My views are pretty well 
known to Government. I quite agree that 
great care should be taken. Those of U5 

who know, who have had experience in 
the past, while we do not want to discourage 
capitalists from coming to this Colony and 
developing it, feel at the same time that; 
we must be cautious arrd see that people 
do not come here, tie up the lands and do 
not develop them as they ought to be devel·· 
oped, or alternately tie them up and do the 
minimum of work and, who knows, give 
out a report adverse for the time at least 
to the holding of those lands, ·adverse to 
the development of those lands. As a con
sequence those lands will never be devel
oped and. the Colony will be materially 
affected on the other side in its financial 
position in regard to minerals. Those 
companies may, therefore, utilize other 
lands which they have elsewhere. I sup
port the Bill. Some safeguard is necessary, 
and this no doubt is a s:i.feguard. If hon. 
Members feel it is not as strong as it should 
be and it is desired that the licence :should 
be granted or transferred by the Governor 
or the Governor in Council, that would be 
a stronger link in the chain. I, personally, 
am not opposed to such a suggestion. ln 
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· fact, I think, I may be inclined to support
an amendment of that kind. Again I
repeat the warning which has been given
here and which, I feel, is necessary - ll, 

warning with which I have agreed from
the very inception of the activity shown
in the Colony abroad to the present. I
have hot hesitated to query this grant.
I have never hesitated to query each and
every one.· I still feel that the greatest
caution should be exercised. The Com
missioner of Lands and Mines, we are in
formed, carries out a Vt>ry searching en-
quiry into the financial status of these
companies, but i� may be felt that even
with that there is not the same safeguard
that we should receive in this Colony. I
feel that a warning is necessary and, I do
add, it is a warning which Government i&
already aware of.

The ATTORNEY,-GENERAL: Your 
Excellency, tli.e criticisms may be divided 
into two-first of all, :ss to the original 
grant of a concession, that safeguards 
be taken by the Government to ensure 
that the applications which have been 
received are fully scrutinized and the bona

/ides and financial stantiing of the appli
cants ascertained. As your Excellency 
knows, the Commissioner of Lands and 
Mines has been very careful in scrutiniz
ing all applications of this nature, and has 
been very careful to obt::iin all the neces
sary information that he possibly can 
obtain in connection with the applications 
received. I might also tell hon. Members, 
as the hon. Member for Western Essequibo 
(Mr. C. V. Wight) has pointed out, that 
many of these applications have been 
que1:ied and further information has been 
obtained as a result. So these concessions 
are not granted in a light-hearted or per
functory manner. 

The second point is that after the 
applications are granted it is desired that 
so far as the Colony's interest is concerned 
the· applicants or concessionaires should 
carry on business in the best possible way, 
so that the Colony does not obtain a bad 
name abroad, and in .fact that the interests 
of the Colony are preserved as far as prac
ticable . One hon. Member has suggested 
that the provisions of the Companies Ordin-
ance applicable to a company, which is 
carrying on business outstcle the Colony and 

seeks to carry on business inside the Colony, 
should be observed. I mke it, those pro
visions are observed, because if a company 
is incorporated outside the Colony and 
desires to carry on business in the Colony 
according to the provi5ions of the law 
to which he has referred-The Companies 
(Consolidation) Ordina1.l('e, Chapter 178-
it must within three months after its estab
lishment file with the Registrar-Ca) a 
certified copy of its cnarter, statute, or 
memorandum of article,,:, or other instru
ment declaring or defining its constitution, 
and, if the instrument is not written in 
the English language, a certified transla
tion thereof; (bl a list of its directors; (cl 
the names and addresses of some one ot· 
more persons resident in. the Colony who 
are authorized to accept on its behalf ser
vice of process and any notices required to 
be served upon it. The hon. Member desires 
that some amendment o:f the Companies 
Ordinance be presented to this Council 
in order to bring it into line with the Eng_
lish Act so as to safeguard those who buy 
shares and become interested in the work
ing of the company. So far as that is 
concerned, I can assure the hon. Member 
that it will be examined Rnd, I hope, he will 
receive satisfaction in the near future. · 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Obligations in-
curred in this Colony h the management 
of their business-some safeguard against 
those people in respect of the payment of 
wages, workmen's ,compensation, and the 
people in Water Street. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : That 
point in addition to the other one I men� 
tioned will be examined and, I hope that 
will be satisfactory. The other point with 
regard, to the principle of . the Bill- which 
is now before this Council, relates to the 
provision that before a tr'.\nsfer can become 
effective the consent in writing of the Com
missioner of Lands and Mines should first 
be had and obtained. Hon. Members con
sider that that is not a sufficient safeguard 
for the purpose, and some suggest that the 
final permission should be given by the 
Governor or Governor in Council. It will be 
appreciated that one of the reasons for giv
ing this power to the Cor.1missioner is that 
he has to investigate the matter and give a 
report either to the Governor or the Gove1·.., 
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nor in Council; therefore in a refusal he vided. That is the reason it has come be
would have the grounds of his deci- fore the Council. 
sion so as to be in a position to submit 

them to the Governor or the Governor in The PRESIDENT : I think the sug-
Council. In a matter of this sort, it might 

be Crown Land or Colony Land with which 

the grant is concerned. Consequently T 

suggest that it should be left with the Gov

ernor who, I take it, would be advised by 

the Council on any matter on which he 

desires to obtain their advice. There is 

no objection so far as that is concerned. 

The application may be granted or refused 

by the Governor ultimately. 

Those are the two main criticisms of 
the Bill and, I think, tl1e principle of the 

Bill is approved. Inner.ct it is clear that 

hon. Members agree th::tt it is necessary to 

have some machinery, or some such pro
cedure as provided by the Bill whereby a 

transfer should receive tr.e consent, whether 

it is of the Commissioner of Lands and 

Mines alone, or the Commissioner with the 

approval of the Governor or the Gover

nor in Council. It is a safeguard, 

but it seems from the observations of hon. 
Members that it requires strengthening. 

Therefore I take it that the principle is 

agreed with, and that heing so I ask Your 

Excellency to put the question. 

Mr. LEE : To a point of correction J 

I think the procedure n0w in the Lands 

and Mines Department is that you apply 

for a transfer and it goes up to the Gover

nor for approval before you get it. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL : This 

matter has been considered and gone into 
with Mr. Ray Green, the Commissioner 

of Lands and Mines. It became necessary 
because some applicant, having had his 

application granted and his bona fides gone 

into, may after six months say "I cannot 

be bothered with the interior" and may 

pass on his grant or licence or concession 

to a man whom we do not know and who 

may be a man of straw. Therefore there 

must be something to stop that transfer 

taking place. That is not so now. This 

matter has been investi!iated. In fact the 

suggestion of consultation came from the 

Commissioner of Lands and Mines. He 

asked that some such safeguard be pro-

gestion that the Governor should be con

sulted is quite acceptahle by Government,. 

I do not think it is necessary to make it 

the Governor in Council If you tie it 

down to the Governor in Council, it means 
that very many papers would have to be 

circulated. Any Governor would consult 

the Governor in Council on any important 

matter. In my opinion you should leave 

it to the Governor who r.an take action in 

an emergency if he wants, instead of tying 

him down to have it circ,.1lated in his Coun

cil. I think it was Sir Reginald Stubbs who 
said that no Governor in these days makes 

an important d _ecision \\ ithout consulting 

his Council. I would leave it to the Gover

nor. That is my own view. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I sug

gest that the Committee stage be taken 

later. 

Mr. GONSALVES : I would like to 

suggest to the hon. the Attorney-General 

to consider-it occurs in both clauses 2 

and 3-whether it is necessary to have the 

last three lines-

"and any transfer of, or creation of 
a right, title or interest in, any 
licence made contrary to this sub
section shall for all purposes be ab
solutely void." 

Clause 3 seeks to make illegal any 

transfer which is done without the ccnsent 

of the Commissioner. If that is so, the 
transfer would not be ler,::il. I do not think 

it is necessary to say it would be void if 

a, thing is not legal. 

The ATTORNE�-GENERAL: I 

would point out to the hon. Member that 

it is to make assurance doubly sure that the 

clause states that any such transfer is 

void. Someone may be fooled that his 

transfer is valid. No difficulty will arise 

in having it mentioned that the transfer 

will be absolutely void. 

Mr. GONSALVES: But after you say 

nothing that is done without the consent 
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of the Commissioner is legal, it is obvious 
that it is void. I hope that in a 100d 
many other Bills we will have some o.f this 
"sure doubly sure" business. It may be 
very helpful. We may h<tve it in the Town 
Council Bills too. 

Consideration of the Bill in Committee 
deferred. 

SHIPS JOO!t 'l' & II DEPARTMENT. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move the following motion standing in 
my name:-

"That, with reference to the Officer 
Administering the Government's 
Message No. 1 dated the 21st of May, 
1946, this Council approves of the 
provision of £80,000 for the purchase 
of two ships for the Transport and 
Harbours Department." 

This, my first contribution to the de
liberations of this Council, would at least 
have the merit of privilege. I do not think 
there is much I need sa:v in addition to the 
Message. I need not deal with the diffi
culties under .which thP Transport and 
Harbours Department h!l,S been operating. 
Not only was it short of ships, but the ships 
it has had to be put on unduly long spells 
of duties without the nccessa.ry periodical 
surveys. Indeed ships are badly and 
urgently needed by the Department, and in 
these circumstances I thmk Government is 
fortunate in obtaining ships of the type 
it wants, and at a very reasonable price. 
From a number of vessel8 at the disposal 
of the Ministry of War Transport for sale 
we have got two ships of the type we 
want. As regards the price I am happy 
to be able to bring, no doubt, welcome 
news to Members of Council. The price 
quoted in the Message is '£40,000 each. 
Government has since been informed by 
the Crown Agents that the Ministry of War 
Transport has agreed to ::;ell them to Gov
ernment at £25,000 each, a very consider
able reduction. 

I should like with your permission to 
quote from a telegram from the Crown 
Agents which says the Ministry has now 
agreed to this figure but the figure is much 
below the cost. We arc therefore getting 
a bargain. This is very satisfactory. I 

do not think there is very much more to 
· say except that Government has to act
very quickly in this matter, because a num
ber of tenders has been put in for thcst!
very same vessels. I beg to move Uie
motion.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL seconded. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I think this Coun
cil should express its !1.ppreciation to the 
Ministry or' War Transport for the re(l.uc
tion now given. 

The PRESIDENT : I would like to 
insert the suggestion about £50,000 instead 
of £80,000, the original figure in the Mes
sage, but we will have the expense of bring.,. 
ing the ships out. Th6refore I will not 
recommend a reduction in the amount of 
money we are asking for. We may be 3ble 
to purchase the ships and bring them out 
with the amount mentioned in the Message. 
I would not reduce it. 

Motion put, and unanimously adopted. 

LIGHTSHIP TO RE�LACE BEACON 

The COLONIAL SEGR.ETARY: I beg 
to move t:qe second motion standing in 
my name regarding the provision of funds 
for equipping the "Arawanna" for service 
as a lightship in the place of the Dem
erara :aeacon. Here agil.in the matter is 
explained quite fully in the Massage. The 
condition of the Beacon at present is very 
unsatisfactory, and obviously something 
has · to be done soon because it will be 
found to be even more serious later this 
year when there is bad weather, as is to 
be expected. 

As explained in the Message, there 
is no point in trying to renew the existing 
structure, as you will orJy have the same 
trouble again in a relatively short time, 
and the best alternative seems to be to 
provide some lightship. We are fortunate 
in having a vessel available which may 
be converted for this purpose at a less 
cost than if we had to order or build a 
special vessel. Since the Message was pre
pared, I have been informed by the General 
Manager of the Department that the 

·,



iU.l Demerafa 7 JUNE, 1946, Liglitship i2u 

"Arawanna" has been put on the slip, sur

veyed and .found to be satisfactory for 

the purpose. 

There is only one further point I should 

like to mention, in view of the fact that the 

question has been asked in the Council as 

to the possibility of the Beacon. I am 

assured by the General Manager that the 

possibility of the lighti,hip will be just 

as good. There is not much more I have 

to say. I beg to move the motion-

"That, with reference to the Officer 
Administering !he Government's 
Message No. 2 date<i the 23rd of May, 
1946, this Council approves of the 
provision of $15,000 for the purpose 
of converting and equipping the 
"Arawanna" for service as a light
ship." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL seconded. 

The PRESIDENT : For the informa

tion of the hon. the Fifth Nominated Mem

ber (Mr. Edun) who, I know, is interested, 

I would like to say that a new light will 

be put on the Lightship instead of on the 

Beacon. I think the General Manager is 

to be congratulated on having found a way 

out of this problem so economically and 

so quickly. He has only been here a very 

short time and-, I think, the proposals now 

put forward are very sound indeed. 

Motion put and unanimously adopted. 

Council was adjourPed until Friday, 

14th June, at 2 p.m. 
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