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MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, the 4th Novem
ber, 1960, as printed and circulated, 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 

The Financial Secre!ary (Mr. 
D 'Andrade): I beg 1o lay on the Table: 

Order in Council No. 89 of 1960 
made under Section 8 of the Customs 
Ordinance, Chapter 309, on the 29th day 
of September, 1960, and published in tho 
Gazette on the 29th of October, 1960. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

MOTION 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
give notice of the following Motion: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
in terms of Section 9 of the Customs 
Ordinance, Chapter 309, confirms Order 
in Council No. 89 of 1960, which was 
made on the 29th day of September, 
1960, and published in the Gazette on 
the 29th of October, 1960." 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

TIMBER CONCESSIONS TO CUBA 

Mr. Speaker: Council will now re
sume consideration of the following 
Motion by the hon. Member for Demer
ara River (Mr. Bowman): 

"Whereas the leader of the Majority 
Party of the Government, in a press in
terview on Friday, 10th June, stated that 
as a result of the recent visit of the Cuban 
delegation, Government was considering 
entering into a partnership with Cuba to 
exploit tho timber resources of this 
Colony; 

And whereas the majority of the 
inhabitants of this Colony are at present 
opposed to tho idea in view of the pre
sent political sitvation in Cuba; 

Be it resolved: That this Council re
commends that Government should not 
enter into any negotiations with the pre
sent Cuban Government, Cuban Com
panies or individual Cubans for timber 
conce&iom, in this Colony". 

At the adjournment on the last occasion 
the Member for Georgetown North (Mr. 
Jackson) was speaking. He may now 
resume. 

Mr. Jackson: At the concluding 
~tage of my remarks on Friday last, I 
promised to deal as objectively as I could 
with the Motion before the Council. I 
have been reading the Motio_n again and 
I have come to the conclusron that its 
preamble is based upon the fact that 
some people in this Colony are dwelling 
in fear as to what the future of this 
country would be if certain things were .. 
to happen, and because of the fear which 
is passing through the minds of some 
people as I have interpreted in this pre
amble, this Motion has been brought. If 
it is true that there is fear in the minds 
of people, then what has caused that 
fear? 

There has been a social revolution 
in Cuba, and Members of the Govern
ment who have spoken, including the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard, 
on this side of the Table, have referred 
to the fact that there have been shoot
ings and arrests in Cuba. They have also 
referred to the fact that there has been 
expropriation of property; and that 
many people have suffered as a result of 
the present policy of the Cuban Govern
ment. To any one unaccustomed to re~ 
volutions of that kind there must come 
the feeling that such a condition of social 
change ,should be avoided, if not resisted, 
and while it has been said here that 
revolutions are not exportable, the .. 
fact remains that ideas generate, and 
anyone unaccustomed to revolution of 
the nature to which I refer must feel 
somewhat chary in dealing with peopJe 
who have brought about conditions of 
that kind in their own country. 

The fact that a social change in 
Cuba was brought about by bloody re
volution would in itself give rise to the 
fear which its now passing through the 
minds of the people of this country. 
What is causing increasing trouble at the 
moment are the several statements. made 
by Ministers of the Government and 
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members of the Majority Party in power 
at the moment. For example, it has 
been reported that the Minister of Trade 
and Industry has described Fidel Castro 
as the present liberator of our day in 
these parts. 

Since the liberation of Cuba by 
Castro is of the type that has brought 
about bloodshed and suffering in Cuba, 
then one can easily see why people are 
fearful of the transactions which might 
be made between this Government and 
Cuba. Some people fear that along with 
these transactions might come certain 
subversive activities. 

I also have io refer to the state-
ment made by the Minister of Natural 
Resources in this Chamber when he said 
that "It is easier to stop tomorrow than 
stop Communism". It is true that isince 
then Dr. Jagan has on more than one 
occasion denied that his party is a Com
munist party. I would be willing to ac
cept his statement, but how can I be 
sure of his denial that there is no Com
munism in his party when a Minister 
who is the Chairman of his party makes 
such a statement? 

One must conclude that here is a 
political party which is accepting Com
munism as an inevitable instrument or 
institution, and its inevitability is some
thing which must be accepted by the 
people of this country. This is a fatalistic 

- attitude or approach to the problem; it 
is worse than if the party were a Com
munist party, for one who is fatalistic in 
one's approach to any aspect of life iis 
one who will ,sit down with open arms 
and allow that condition to come into 
one's country. Anyone who believes some
thing is inevitable will do nothing to re
sist it. It is giving people the impression 
that Communism is bound to come into 
the country. That is one of the reasons 
wh~, people have exercised a certain 
amount of fear rP~a::ding the relation-
5hip between the Government of this 
country and the people in Cuba. 

I say that there is fear, and if there 
is fear, then we should take steps to re
move fear from the minds of the people 
as well a.is anything which · might keep 
them living continuously in fear. With re
gard to the statement that ~astro is the 
greatest liberator of the century, both 
Dr. Jagan and the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Hubbard, have indicated 
their disagreement with the taking of 
lives in Cuba. They both said that they 
disagreed with arbitrary killings and 
shootings. If by their own expression of 
opinion some people expres:s fear, then 
it is clear to me that the people have a 
certain amount of justification for the 
fear which they express. There should 
be no attempt whatsoever to show any 
annoyance because people have expressed 
that fear. 

I remember having listened some
what attentively to the Minister of Trade 
and Industry, and I recall his saying 
"Let those who suppress and keep down 
the masses remember these facts: justice 
will be meted out measure for measure". 
As I heard him speaking of measure for 
measure I recalled what was written by 
Shakespeare: "But man, proud man 
blessed by a little brief authority most 
ignorant of what he is most assured, his 
glassy essence like an angry ape plays 
such fantastic feats above heaven as 
make the angels weep". Which of U5 
would have refrained from recalling the 
words I have just repeated? 

In their entire contribution to the 
discussion on this Motion they pinned 
their faith in the Mosiac application of 
the theory: "an eye for an eye, and a 
too,th for a tooth". That is what they 
have expressed in this Council during the 
cour,se of the debate. Because of the 
fact that some people have cast aside the 
Mosiac law so long ago, because some 
people have put aside measure for 
measure, because some people have 
recognized that man ha,s been so stupid 
in his time to exercise measure for 
measure forgetting himself a,s a human 
being and putting himself in a definite 
power, those people have accepted a 
different concept of life. 
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Nothing that I have said is intended 
to indicate that wrong should be con
doned. Those who know me will under
stand that I do not agree that wrong 
should be condoned. I always make 
every effort to see that people who are 
wronged are given their rights, and that 
remedial mea,sures are taken to improve 
the suffering of the people who are 
wronged. I do not subscribe in this 
generation to the measure for measure 
theory. 

I have said that the Government 
and its Ministers have made statements 
which have generated fear in the hearts 
of the people. I also make the observa
tion that when they do not make state
ments which generate fear, they remain 
in absolute silence while they move 
around and conduct the business of the 
Gov,ernment. For example, this Coun
cil passed a Resolution -which resulted 
in the appointment of a Committee to 
deal with the changes in our present 
Constitution. This Council appointed a 
delegation to go to London to discuss 
things and bring back decisions which 
would have been arrived at by that dele
gation and the Colonial Office. Al
though the delegation returned from 
London with results they have not re
ported to this Council, but they 
have carted their activities around the 
country. That is showing very scant 
respect to the Members of this Council 
from whom the delegation received their 
authority. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
issued a statement on his activities on 
the 3rd September, 1960. In that state
ment he spoke of the result of his nego
tiations with respect to the deal with the 
Electric Company; of his visit to Cuba 
and of the promises and part negotiations 
w_hich had been conducted by him during 
his absence from the Colony. This Coun
cil suffers from a lack of information, 
and the people have only scant opportu
nity of getting information. 

While on the one hand they make 
statements to generate fear, on the other 
hand they remain in silence, and silence 
also generates fear to the same degree 
as the statements which they make time 
and time again. It will be seen, therdore, 
that some attempt has to be made to 
question the Government about its 
activities. 

On Friday last the Minister of Trade 
and Industry told us that Cuba imports 
about $23 million worth o,f timber pro
duct-s, while British Guiana exports 
around $2 million and that it is possi
ble to have an expanded trade with Cuba 
if certain negotiations become effective. 
I wonder whether the Government will 
teU us what is the rate of exchange at 
which all these transactions will be con
ducted? I wonder whether there will be 
an American rate of exchange on the 
Cuban market; whether there will be a 
sterling rate of exchange vis-a-vis our 
currency, or what rate of exchange would 
be used in carrying out these transac
tions? 

We have been told that the money 
which will be spent by the Cuban Gov
ernment will be, first of all, advanced as 
a loan to this country, and that we in 
turn will export our products to Cuba. 
But we have not yet heard anything as 
to what will be the value of the Cuban 
currency vis-a-vis our currency. It is 
clear, too, that this is being visualized 
by the Government as a Government to 
Government transaction, and one gets 
the impression from what has been re
leaised by the Minister of Trade and In
dustry that this country is going to enter 
into a partnership with the Cuban Gov
ernment. Is it not right that we should 
know what should be the conditions of 
partnership into which we are going to 
enter? 

This view is more strongly held be
cause of the fact that the present Gov
ernment has not indicated that in any 
of the talks with Cuba and the Cuban 
Government private individuals are 
going to take any active part in the 

-
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transactions. As a matter of fact it is 
impossible for private individuals to take 
any ae;dve part in these transactions, 
because of the nature of the Government 
of Cuba. In the Government of Cuba as 
it stands today, the Government is re
sponsible for every department and 
every transaction whether it is trade, in
dustry or otherwise. The Cuban Govern
ment controls the activities of every 
individual, every form of activity and 
so on. It is right to conclude that the 
transactions are going to be on a Gov
ernment to Government basis or part-

- nership, and we should have the right to 
know something about it. 

On Friday afternoon the Minister 
of Trade and Industry referred to social 
justice and -socialism. While be said be 
did not condone what was happening in 
Cuba, he did seek to give justification 
for what is happening to some people in 
that country. 

I am not known to be an imperial
ist stooge. I am not known to be a com
munist stooge either. I challenge those 
who are accustomed to be calling 
people stooges to pin that one upon me 
with any satisfaction or justification; and 
I think since I have been ,sitting in this 
Council I speak as I assess the situation. 
This Council, in this year 1960 -
as some people ,say, in the year of Our 
Lord - has been receiving large sums 
of money and services from the 
International Corporation Administra-

-- tion. And let mo make it very clear: 
I have gone to the trouble to get 
this info1mation. The amount received in 
the field of Agriculture, $1,400,000; in 
the field of Industry and Mining, 
$127,000; in Transportation, $104,000; 
in Labour, $68,000; in Health, $19,000; 
Education, $20,000; Public administra
tion, $17,500; Community Development, 
$189,000; and Miscellaneous items, 
$279,000-al! totalling $2,223,500. This 
amount has been received by this coun
try through the International Corpora
tion Administration. That does not take 
care of services. 

Toe United States technicians who 
came to this country assigned to full-time 
programmes between 1956 and 1960, 
total 27; and those technicians who CaID.e 

to this country for short periods for 
special purposes, total 34. Guianese 
who have been trained in America by 
the I.C.A., which includes the U.S.I.S., 
are 30; so that that is another way in 
which this country has benefited from 
the International Corporation Adminis
tration . In addition to those to which 
I have referred, we have bad biscuits and 
milk to the tune of more than $179,000. 

I made this comparative study be
cause of the fact that whilst we have 
been bearing of the wickedness of some 
people and some countries and ,some in
dividuals to justify what is happening in 
Cuba, we have not been told by the 
champions of the people that people 
ought to express gratitude to those who 
are their benefactors. At isome point 
of time, even though we disagree with 
people, we ought to be grateful to them 
when they have helped us. I wish 
that this Council will note these facts so 
that we can judge for ourselves, and the 
people can judge for themselves, the 
difference between the people who 
malign other people for their attitude 
and approach to the problem as against 
those who mn services and do good on 
the other hand. So that when we take 
the statement of the Minister of Trade 
and Industry on the expropriation of 
property, we ought also to examine 
whether our sympathy ishould not also 
lie with those people who had been made 
to suffer as a result of the Cuban policy. 

Toe gesture of the Minister of Natural 
Resources that we should not be grate
ful to people, marks the lowest ebb of 
human attitude and human under
standing and portrays a lack of culture, 
because when people are cultured they 
are willing and ready to acknowledge 
what is done for them by other people. 
It is part of the culture which we had 
been talking about over the past week, 
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and I wish we see more culture from 
those who represent people in thiis 
country. 

I have been trying to point out that 
while we, in this Colony, may acclaim 
the revolutions in Cuba, we should also 
see that the people who had been kind 
to us in one way or another, have some 
of our sympathy. [Interruption.] Hbw 
often can we demon\Strate a lack of 
breeding in this Council? How often do 
we demonstrate our shallowness? How 
often do we show that we have been 
dragged up and not brought up by pro
per training? 

I have been trying to point out that 
this country of ours has been built upon 
a pattern which is void of the difficultie:, 
and effects of bloodshed; and as 
I said on Friday afternoon, those 
who obtain power by revolution would 
also lose that power by the same means. 
I trust that in spite of the statement 
about who is the greatest liberator of 
the age and of this area, we shall not be 
finding ourselves indulging in the type of 
revolution which has been found in Cuba 
very recently. 

I have taken note, Mr. Speaker, of 
your nod signifying that I shall have to 
conclude my address, but I shall do as 
others before me have done. 

Mr. Kendall: I beg tc;> move that 
the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
be allowed an extension of half an hour. 

Mr. Campbell: I beg to second 
the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr. Jackson: I shall refer to the 
Release made by the hon. Minister of 
Trade and Industry on the 3rd Septem
ber, 1960, and I shall seek your per
mission to read very briefly from it : 

"Cuba's imports of timber at the 
moment amount to about $23m. per year. 
You will recall that I mentioned some 
time ago that we will be prepared to 

consider sympathetically, firstly, the 
granting of a lease to the Cubans on the 
same terms and conditions as we grant 
leases to- others, or secondly, to form a 
joint company with the Cubans." 

That ,supports my statement just 
now that there is going to be a joint 
partnership between this country's Gov
ernment and the Cuban Government. I 
quote: 

"The Cuban Government, however, 
do not want to take advantage of either 
of these two proposals. They said quite 
frankly to me that these · proposals 
smacked of imperialism. They did not 
want in any way to exploit our man-power 
or maiterial resources. They were prepared 
to help as far\ as they could. They offered 
to make available over the 11ext two years 
a loan to the equivalent of about $8½m. 
This loan will be repayable over ten 
years after the project gi,:ts underway. 
The rate of interest will be 2% and pay
ment will be made in timber products. 
Technical assistance will be provided, if 
wc require it ... " 

That last phrase is the same thing 
which I think the mover of the Motion 
has bad in mind - technical ass~stance. 
Does Cuba have large forest · areas? Does 
Cuba grow her own timber so as to be 
able to offer us the as,sistance referred to 
in this release? If Cuba imports $23 
million worth of tin1ber products every 
year, it is almost safe to conclude that 
she imports all her timber requirements; 
and if we are right in that conclusion, 
then we must ask the question: Where 
are these people, who are going to give 
us the technical assistance, to come from? 
We ,shall be told that thev will come 
from Cuba. Whether they· are Cubans 
in the fullest sense of the word is an
other matter. 

We have got in this Release, several 
indications that the Cuban Government 
will give every help in other fields . For 
example: We are told of industrial com
plexes, and the industrial complexes to 
which the Minister referred were cited 
in Germany-whether it is East or West, 
one docs not know. If the industrial 
complexes to which he has refened are 

,.,_ 
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not found in Cuba, but in Germany, one 
ought to say that we are going to follow 
the pattern in Germany and we should 
know whether it is Eaist or West. 

We have been told that this agree
ment will also cover the purchase of 
rice. I trust that in spite of their 
annoyance and their contempt for 
people who have expressed fear; in spite 
of the utterances they have made~ 
utterances which have driven fear into 
the hearts and minds of many people in 
this country-Members of the Govern
ment admitted last week that they them
selves are not in agreement with the 
means by which Cuba has attained its 
pre1sent position-we shall find agree
ment in this Council. Perhaps some 
other more skilful Members on the Gov
ernment side, who may speak after me, 
will try to justify the position that ob-
tains in Cuba. · 

Having ,said all these things, and 
having listened to the Minister of Trade 
and Industry, the Minister of Com
munications and Works, and to the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard, who 
for the first time showed his political 
attachment when he spoke last Friday; 
having heard all these things it is hoped 
that Members of the Government will 
not brush aside the fears which other 
Members have expres,sed in this Council. 

sented in this Council today we would 
see that his experience ran from the 
People's Progressive Party to the People's 
National Congress and then to the 
Guianese Independence Movement. 
Yes, yesterday's allioo ~e today's 
enemies. I hope he will not find any 
more enemies after he has left the G.I.M. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh : The P.N.C. 
is part of the P.P.P. 

Mr. Jackson : I submit that 
whether or not the P.P.P. was split 
in two parts there came a time when 
they adopted separate names, and my 
friend was a member of each party under 
the names which they adopted subse
quently. 

The hon. Member said that in 
Cuba there are people with large land 
holdings, and from his attitude he ap
peared to concur with what is happen
ing in Cuba. I have been told that he 
owns some land on the West Coast of 
Demerara, and I only hope that when 
the time comes he will not have to 
squeal that we have a Government like 
that of Cuba which is anxious to expro
priate the land he has. 

The hon. Member saycS that there is 
a voluntary giving up of . a portion of 
their wages by workers tn Cuba. . I 
challenge that statement because I think 
I know more about that than the hon. 

As the hon. Member for George- Member. I recall that in December, 
town South (Mr. Jai Narine Singh) has 1959, when Government employees 
just come in, I would like to refer to were asking for more money the Minister 
some of the things he said. He re- of Trade and Industry, in a radio 
marked that those Members who have broadcast, said that instead of asking 
5poken in favour of the Motion have for more money Government employees 
demonstrated a purely colonial mentality. should do as was being done in Cuba, 
He also made reference to the exploita- where the workers had to contribute 5 
tion of our country. I do not know per cent. of their wages to the Govern
whether he referred to exploita- ment's coffers. I happen to know that 
tion for good purposes or otherwise, be- what was then intended as a temporary 
cause one can exploit a country to that measure is now becoming ~ permanent 
country's advantage. I would be glad measure, for that 5 per cenJ. has 10 be 
if he would enlighten me. He also re- contributed to the State over a period of 
marked that yesterday's allies are five yews, and I can say that the first set 
today's enemies. The hon. Member i of workers who had to pay part of their 
speaks from experience bec_ause if we ~1,.wages into the Govemm,ent were the 
examined all the political parties repre- workers in the sugar industry. 
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When it comes to freedom of the 
workers in Cuba I want to make it very 
clear that while it is true that the work
ers took part in the revolution in Cuba, 
giving their sweat, toil and blood', they 
hoped that at the end of the revolution 
they would have had better conditions 
than those which existed during the 
Batista regime. I know that they are 
not free to choose their own form ot 
employment, and that their movement 
has now become an arm of the State. 
l have received a communication from 
Cuba asking for solidarity and action. 
It came to me in my capacity as Presi
dent of one of the trade unions in this 
country, but it did not come from a 
President or Secretary of any of the 
organizations which once existed in 
Cuba. It came to me from an arm of 
St.ate. So let us not talk of the free
dom of the working class people in 
Cuba. I know about that. There is no 
difference today in Cuba j)etween the 
State and the working class organiza
tions, and that is the pattern which we 
find in all pairts of the world where there 
are Governments like the present one in 
Cuba. 

I wish to make this ve_ry clear lest 
it be felt that as one who speaks for one 
arm of the Labour Movement I have not 
taken the opportunity to nail the lie in 
that statement. I do so now so that 
our workers will recognize the fact that 
in a country like Cuba, with its present 
Government, the Trade Union Move
ment and the State are one. There is no 
line of demarcation, and the workers are 
subject to the dictates of the State. If 
they go to find employment on their 
own they commit an offence against the 
Jaws of Cuba and they are punished. 
[Interruption.] I have grown accus
tomed to displays of that nature which 
some Members are demonstr_ating in this 
Council, but nothing of that sort will 
prevent me from making my comments. 
f say without fear of contradiction 
that the workers' movement in Cuba has 
now become an arm of the State, and I 
know that in 1958 some of the leaders 

of the Labour Movement who were 
champions of the revolution in Cuba, 
were removed from their offices after the 
revolution had been succ~ssfully con
cluded. Let us say it freely, so that 
the workers in this country and else
where may not be fooled by statements 
about the freedom of workers in Cuba 
to negotiate or to do as they like in sup
port of any organization they have in 
Cuba. 

I submit that the time bas come 
when we must make it clear that since 
revolutions cannot be exported or 
imported, we must refer to what exists 
in that country where a revolution has 
recently taken place, hoping and pray
ing that in the same way as those things 
cannot be in1ported, the freedom of the 
workers in this country shall remain as 
it is, even though we know that they 
suffer and live under very bad condi
tions. In my opinion it is better that 
our workers should have their present 
freedom to fight against those conditions 
under which they have lived for years, 
than to have the type of freedom which 
we have heard exists in Cuba at the 
present timr. 

I would like to move an Amend
ment and I am moving it because of what 
was said by the Mini,ster of Trade and 
Industry during his contribution to the 
debate on Friday afternoon. He said 
that all transactions would be carried 
out on a commercial basis, and while I 
do not like the idea of this Government 
conducting thf' negotiations with the 
Cuban Government, I believe that Gov
ernment would not refuse to accept the 
Amendment which I propose to move, 
and which I hope the hon. Mover will 
accept. I do not propose to touch the 
preamble to the Motion but merely to 
amend the resolution. I thereforfl 
move the following Amendment : 

(a) Insertion- (i) of the word "be
fore" between the words "that" 
and "Government" in the first 
line; 

(ii) of the word "or" between 
the words "Govc.mment" 
and "Cuban·• in the third 
line; 

-~ 
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(iii) of t'he words "the tenns and 
conditions of such conces
sions should be set out in a 
While Paper" a t the end of 
the resolve clause. 

(b) Deletion-(i) of the words 
"should not enter into any" in the 
first and second lines, and sub
stitution therefor of the words 
"undertakes to enter into any 
final"; 

(ii) of he words "or individual 
Cubans" in the third line. 

The Motion should read: 

"That this Council recommends that 
before Government undertakes to enter 
into any final negotiations with the pre
sent Cuban Government or Cuban Com
panies for timber concession ln this Colony 
the terms and conditions of such conces
sions should be set out in a White Paper" . 

That is my Amendment, Sir. 

Mr. Kendall : I beg to second the 
Amendment. 

Mr. St}eaker: I think it is right for me 
to read the Amendment so that Members 
may know what it is. The Amendment 
suggests that, in the fir.st line, between 
the words " that" and "Government" the 
word "before" should be inserted; that 
the words "should not enter into any" 
be deleted and the following words sub
stituted therefor "undertakes to enter 
into any final"; that the word "or" 
should be inserted between the words 
"Government" and "Cuban" in the third 
line; that the words "or individual 
Cubans" should be deleted after the word 
"Companies" in the third line and, fin
ally, that after the word "Colony'' the 
following . words should be inserted 
"terms and conditions of such conces
sions should be set out in a White 
Paper". The whole Amendment would 
then read--

''That this Council recommends that 
before Government undertakes to enter 
into any final negotiations with the p re
sent Cuban Government or Cuban Com
panies for timber concessi.ons in this 
Colony the terms and conditions of such 
concessions should be set out in a White 
Paper". 

Mr. Jackson : May I speak on the 
Amendment now? 

Mr. Speaker: You should have 
included everything. 

Mr. Bowman: l do not agree 
with the Amendment, and I do not accept 
it. 

Mr. Speaker: Those Members 
who have spoken before you can now 
speak on the Amendment. 

The Minister of Community Devel
opment and Education (Mr. Rai) : With 
respect, I would like to say that the 
hon. Member's Amendment is not really 
an Amendment to the Motion, but is 
another Motion. The original Motion 
seeks to prevent Government from 
entering into any negotiations wrth 
Cuba for timber concessions, but this 
Amendment proposes that :Government 
should enter into negotiations subject to 
certain conditions. I would respectfully 
suggest that this cannot be treated as an 
Amendment to the substantive Motion. 

Mr. Speaker : Broadly speaking, if 
an amendment i:s a diTect negative that 
principle is applied. If the Amendment 
directly negatives any motion, then the 
amendment would not be allowed. I 
am not convinced that this Amendment 
is a negative to the Motion as it stands. 
It does not say that they should enter into 
negotiations. It is somethin_g similar to 
the question that arose during the debate 
on Federation when Government moved 
a motion which I did not consider to be 
a negative one. I will allow the Amend
ment. 

Mr. Davis : J rise to ,speak on the 
original Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: The last question is 
the question to be debated. If it is 
necessary I will read the relevant Stand
ing Order. I wish hon. Members would 
read their Standing Order~ more regu
larly, because it would save me a great 
deal of trouble. 

~ 
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Mr. Davis: What I should have 
said, perhaps, is that my remarks would 
be directly addressed to the original 
Motion, because I have not given con
sideration to the Amendment that is now 
before the Council. 

Mr. Speaker: Would you be con
vinced by reading from the Standing 
Orders or from May's? The debate will 
proceed on the last question, and that 
is my ruling. 

Mr. Davis: I do not question your 
ruling at all, 

Mr; Speaker: Well, proceed. 

Mr. Da,vis: Very well, Sir. In 
this debate we haw had very interesting 
and worthwhile contributions by Mem
ber,s of this Council. We have listened 
to a very strong and emotional speech 
by the hon. Member for South George
town; we have listened to what the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard, 
called "the facts of life"; and we have 
also listened to the statement made by 
the Minister of Trade and Industry when 
he used certain platitudes to get over 
what is at the moment, perhaps, a very 
sticky question; I want to say that the 
attitude or behaviour of the Govern
ment is responsible for the trend of think
ing and . the expressions of opinion we 
have heard around this Table. 

The Government had this project 
with Cuba in mind. I m;e the word 
"project" advisedly, because one has yet 
to make up one's mind whether it is to 
be considered as a commercial deal or a 
mere question of concessions. The Gov
ernment ,says that it is an $8½ million 
scheme of loans and concessions. It has 
sometimes been referred to as a joint 
p~tnership which is likely to take place 
with the Cuban Government which would 
re-orientate the timber industry. 

There is also before a certain sec
tion of the Colony another project in 
which Cuba is• interested, namely, rice, 
but this is in the na'™re of a straight 

commercial undertaking. Cuba is or 
was interested in rice from British Gui
ana. My attitude to this whole question 
could be, perhaps, best demon~trated by 
the attitude of the Rice Marketmg Board 
of which I happen to be a member. I 
will now quote from a Release issued by 
the Rice Marketing Board in connection 
with the possible sale of rice to Cuba. 
It states: 

"I t has been reported to the Board 
that certain misleading statements have 
been circulated recently in the rice pro
ducing districts, in connection with the 
possibility of marketing British Guiana 11 

rice in Cuba. 

These statements, the Board under
stands, are to the effect that Cuba is pre
pared to buy British Guiana rice at very 
high prices (a price of $38 per bag has 
apparently been mentioned) but that the 
Board is reluctant to take advantage of 
this attractive opportunity, and has only 
agreed to release 1,500 to11s of rice for 
sale to Cuba. 

The Board feels that rice producers 
should now be advised of the true facts, 
which are as follows: 

1. Cuba's import requirements of 
rice total some 200,000 tons per annum. 
In the past most of this rice has been 
purchased from the United States of 
America, but for reasons which are weU 
known to all, the Cuban Government is 
now seeking to purchase its requirements 
elsewhere. 

2. The production of rice in British 
Guiana is increasing rapidly and the 
~oard is naturally very keen on develop
mg new markets for our increasing ex
port surplus. In the circumstances the 
Board, far from being reluctant, is most"" 
anxious to sell some rice to Cuba. 

3. Negotiations are, however, being 
handled by the Government of British 
Guiana on a direct Government-to-Govern
ment basis, and not by the Board. 

4. The Board has notified Govern
ment (by letter dated 8th September, 
1960) that we are prepareq to offer up 
to 25,000 tons for shipment to Cuba 
during the current crop year. The price 
to be asked for this rice has been left 
for Government to decide. 

5. Government has submitted an 
offer to the Government of Cuba but so 
far no sale has been effected." 
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Now, Sir, it was found necessary to 
make this Release because, as it states, 
members of the Government- the Ma
jority Party - were making statements 
to the effect that the Board had refused 
to sell more than 1,500 tons of rice at 
$38 per ton. That was far from the 
truth. In a letter, a copy of which 
I have here because of the fact that I am 
a member of the Board, dated 8th Sept
ember to which reference was made in 
the Release and which is addressed to 
the Minister of Trade and Industry, the 
General Manager states: 

"Sir, 

Offer of Rice for Sale to Cuba 

I refer to our telephone conversa
tion of yesterday's date in the above con
nection. 

As promised, I raiseq this matter 
with the Executive Committee of the 
Board at a meeting held shortly after our 
discussion. I informed the Committee 
that during your recent visit to Cuba you 
had had discussions with the Minister 
of Commerce and with the Head of the 
Banco Para El Commercio Exterior de 
Cuba, and that you were confident that 
this Department would be prepared to 
buy supplies of British Guiana rice at 
prices in excess of those currently appli
cable under the Regional Rice Agree
ment." 

The letter goes on to say this about 
the p1ices: 

"I enclose, herewith, a schedule 
showing our current export prices con
verted into U.S. currency per bag of 100 
lb. weight c.i.f. You will note that in 
our prices there is a differential of 
approximately 70c. U.S. per 100 lb. for 
every additional IO% of breakage con
tent. If this differential is applied to the 
price paid by Cuba for U.S. "Century 
Patna" 4% rice, the equivalent p rice for 
our Super would be approximately $9.30 
U.S. per 100 lb. net c.i.( Havana. If 
the Cuban Authorities are prepared to 
accept supplies of British Guiana rice at 
a price worked out in proportion to the 
U.S. price, therefore, it would appear that 
the appropriate equivalents for our three 
standard export qualities should be:-

"Supf!i'" - $9.30 U.S. per 100 

"First Qualiry" - $8.60 
"Second Quality" - $7.85 

lb. net c.i.f. 
Havana 

do. 
do. " " 

In other words, this letter states, 
definitely, that the Minister of Trade and 
Industry is given the power to nego_tiate 
and fix the price which is equivalent to 
the price we are getting at the moment 
from the other West Indian market. 

Mr. Speaker: That is a letter from 
whom to whom? 

Mr. Davis: The Manager of the 
Rice Marketing Board w the Minister 
of Trade and Industry. But his con
cluding paragraph is also of importance: 

"The Committee considers that you 
are the best person to know whether in 
quoting the Cuban Authorities at the 
present time we should submit prices at 
these levels, or if it would be advisable · 
to quote at levels somewhere between 
these prices and the equivalents of our 
current export prices, and has accord
ingly suggested that this should be left 
in your hands." 

He also says this: that the Board 
was prepared to sell this rice for cash 
against a reputable letter of credit. I. 
mention this particularly, so that thi,s 
hon. Council would get an idea of the 
state of mind of the Board in an ordi
nary straight transaction. 

Mr. Speaker: Is that last statement 
you made in the letter? 

Mr. Davis: Which one? 

Mr. Speaker: The one relating to 
· "a reputable letter of credit". I am not 
sure when you are reading or conpens
ing. 

Mr. Da.vis: No , Sir, Here is a 
case where Cuba wants rice. It wants 
200,000 tons, and this Colony is quite 
prepared to make the sale on ordinary 
commercial terms, which should indicate 
to all :, .1ti mndry that the _Board wa,s 
quite _t>repau d and is quite prepared· even 
now and at any time, I believe, to sell 
any person r ce provided that they meet 
the ordinary requirements - the prices 
of ordinary d 1y to day commercial trans
actions. Bu1 in this transaction of fun
ber conces.sjo l, --here is a case whe.re an 

/ 
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amount of $8½ million is to be loaned 
to this Government or to the Colony, in
terest to be computed at a stated figure 
of 2 per cent. and to be repaid in a certain 
manner 10 years after the commence
ment of the operation. Could this be 
considered as a normal commercial trans
action? I would 10111 with other.; 
who would say, it is not; a nd we requirr 
to be satisfied by hearing more about the 
negotiations. 

It is stated that this concession is 
to be effected about the Manaka and 
Brakaria area. It is my knowledge that 
this area had ,some fairly worthwhile and 
strong growth of timber, but it is a lso 
my knowledge that this is an area that 
has been fairly heavily worked out dur
ing the past 20 or 30 years. I know of 
it because I had interest in a concern 
which operated in that area; and I ,speak 
with a certain amount of knowledge when 
I say that Bookers had worked their por
tion of that area., Mr. Sills had worked 
out a portion of that area and, I think, 
even my hon. Friend, here, Mr. Fred
ericks, has worked a portion of that area. 
So it has been an area that has been well 
worked. I concede that it has other 
things like bauxite and young greenheart 
in it, but for this large amount of money 
-- $8½ million - I think the country, 
and this Legi,slature in particular, has 
been scantily treated in not getting suffi
cient information or knowledge of what 
is Government's intention. Perhaps, if 
it were not for the Motion moved by 
the hon. Member for D emerara River, 
we may have heard even less about the 
whole project. 

Ats I have already stated, I am com
pletely in favour of trading with any 
country and with anybody - even with 
the devil, perhaps - but I do feel, and 
feel strongly, that we ought to have 
known more about the entire transaction 
- the entire concession - from the 
Government. If Government feels that 
it would not be in the best interest of the 
Colony to make a release on what the 

transaction is, at the moment, and that 
it would be detrimental to the negotia
tion as such, Government should say so 
and give an undertaking that. a 
statement would be made at a particu
lar period before this transaction is com
pleted. And that is what I am going to 
urge my friends on the other side of the 
T able to consider seriously because, 
speaking for myself, if I do not get some 
such undertaking from the Government, 
I shall be forced to support the Motion 
as amended . [Pause] 

Mr. Speaker: As there is a lull, I 
may read, in. order to clarify Members' 
minds, Standing O rder 33, Sub-Order 7 : 

"Every Member shall confine his ob
servations to the subject under con
sideration. and. where more than one 
question has been proposec), as by way 
of amcndme,nt. the debate must be rele
vant to the last question so proposed, unti l 
it has been disposed of." 

While Members are making up 
their minds I may say that when an 
Amendment to a Motioh has been 
allowed, for the purposes of debate it 
becomes an integral part of the Motion. 
1f. no other Member wishes to speak--

Mr. Gajraj : Mr. Speaker, this 
whole question of trade with Cuba is one 
which is fraught with a great deal of 
emotional thinking. We have had, dur
ing the course of this debate, a con
siderable number of statements made, 
some of them relevant to the issue, 
others yuite irrelevant. But the ques
tion to which we must address our minds, 
shorn of all those vairious statem ents, 
is: should we or ,should we not 
trade with Cuba? I look at this whole 
question primarily as a businessman, 
and I was particularly pleased to have 
read - because I was not in my seat at 
the time - that from this side of the 
Table whence the Motion and the 
Amendment have originated, the state
ment was made that we should trrade 
with anyone as long as the transaction 
would not be detrimental to us. That is 
the philosophy of every businessman, 

-
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when he is prepared to enter into any 
negotiations for trade with the direct 
object of making sure that the trans
action is a profitable one. It would be 
foolish indeed if any individual or, as in 
this case, the Government of a country, 
were to embark upon negotiations which 
would not be in the interest of the coun
try. 

From the infom1ation we have had 
so far we can hardly say that we have 
got all the facts and the information 
necessary to assess wheth~ the trans
action would indeed be beneficial or 
otherwise. On the face of it and super
ficially it looks as if there could be 
brought about a situation 'Yhich would 
be useful to this country. Members 
should realize that in the functioning of 
a democracy there is more than one ann 
of Government. We in this Council 
represent the Legislative arm of the 
Government. There is also an executive 
arm of the Government and certain sub
jects are expected to be left to the 
executive arm of the Government to deal 
with. . 

In this case if it is the Govern
ment that has been negotiating an agree
ment of some sort with the Government 
of Cuba, then it is only when information 
is made public and we are faced with a 
position in which we can say that ill bas 
resulted from the arrangement, that we 
can honestly come into the Legislature 
and condemn the Government for it. If 
the executive arm of the Government 
were 10 take action of such a nature it 
is plain that not only would the Members 
of the Government receive condemnation 
from this Council but <they · would have 
to account for their actions to the coun
try, and with August, 196l, not so far 
away, one can easily see that no Govern
ment would wish to embark upon a 
transaction inimical to the interests of 
the country, because the broom of dis
approval would be sternly used against 
them when the elections come around. 

Fear has been expressed about what 
the Cubans may do to our fair country. 

A~ fax as I understand it, the areas of 
the country to be worked by the Cubans 
are the forest areas. Members know 
very well ·that there are laws governing 
the area of our forests. Jt is suggested 
by those Members who wish to have 
nothing to do with Cuba, that the Gov
ernment would make arrangements with 
that country which would be contrary to 
the laws of British Guiana. Were they 
to do that strong condemnation would be 
heaped upon their heads. I cannot but 
feel that a great deal of hysterical 
thought has been brought into play in 
considering this question of trade with 
Cuba. 

The Motion quite definiteJy requests 
this Council to recommend to Govern
ment that they should not enter into 
negotiations with CUba, while the 
Amendment, so far as I can remember 
from Your Honour's reading of it, sug
gests that this Council should have a 
White Paper setting out the proposals 
before Government went further. As 
far as my limited knowledge goes, the 
only time that one country bars its in
habitants from trading with another 
country is when it is at war with that 
country. Is it ,suggested that we are at 
war with Cuba, or that Cuba is at war 
with us, and because of that condition 
we should tell the Government not to 
negotiate or trad'e with Cuba? 

I would like to remind hon. Mem
bers that there is a great deal of contro
versy and bad feeling between the Gov
ernments of the U.S.A. and Cuba, and 
quite recently the U.S.A. banned the 
export to Cuba of quite a nu.mber of pro
ducts, except foodstuffs and medicines. 
But what has happened immediately 
afterwards? The other half of the North 
American Continent, the Dominion of 
Canada, a member of the British Com
monwealth of Nations, through its Prime 
Minister, made it clear to the world that 
that country was not concerned with the 
embargo that had been placed upon 
exports to CUba by the U.S.A.-that in
deed Canada was willing not merely to 
continue its normal tratl'e with Cuba, 
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but to expand it if necessary. Only this 
morning I read in the "Daily Chronicle" 
a report that some Americans were 
rnther perturbed over a rumour, to which 
they gave some credence, that in order 
to dispose of some of C:uba's sugar 
which the U.S.A. will not be taking next 
year, an Anglo-Canadian group was 
making arrangements to market that 
sugar in the countries of Europe. 

These things indicate very clearly 
that trade knows no barriers. As long 
as A has an article to sell and B is able 
to arrange to exchange money or some
thing else for the article, trade can be 
done, and it could be done by people 
with altogether different ideological 
views; people using different currencies; 
people having, perhaps, different form6 of 
culture, and whose outlook on the pro
blem may not be the same. Trade is 

, international, and that is why there is in 
existence the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, known throughout the 
world as G.A.T.T. whereby every effort 
is being made to bring about as much 
trade as is possible amongst all the 
signatories to that Agreement. 

The day may shortly come, per
haps, when British Guiana in her own 
right, in order to protect the national 
currency, may find it necessary to use 
some form of restriction in trade with 
other countries, but purely because of 
balance of payments reasons. That hap
pened in the United Kingdom after the 
last war. It is only recently that we 
have been able to get rid of those 
troubles. But I would like to impress 
upon Members of this Council that 
it is no use condemning ,something until 
you have proved that what has been 
done is wrong; it has failed; and its pur
pose is inimical to our interests and so 
forth. Let us get away from hysterics; 
let us be logical and practical. 

woods which are hardly used by our local 
people, because we have grown to believe 
that only greenbeart is good wood. 
Quite a number of ,species are left to rot 
in the forest, and they have to be cleared 
away in order to make a pathway that 
will enable us to bring out the timber 
which is wanted by us. 

If it is true that the Cubans are in
terested in a variety of woods, then it 
seems to me from a business point of 
view that we should go aggressively after 
the market in order to bring in the quid 
pro quo for the products of this country. 
We have to increase the value of our 
exports year after year, if the produc
tivity of this country is to be able to 
continue to contribute money each year 
on the expanding need for development. 

At the present moment we have a 
Development Programme of $110 mil
lion, but I think we are all satisfied that 
this is merely scratching the surface. It 
will make our needs greater after we 
have spent the $110 million on the pro
posed schemes because, so far as devel
opment is concerned, when we develop 
one step it opens the need for other 
steps. If we are to stand on our own 
feet we will have to increase our own 
productivity; bring in more money 
annually for our projects, and keep 
money in the country so as to be able 
to plough it back into industries. 

I could not agree to a proposal 
which, on the face of it, would be con
sidered objectively by people of com
merce as being absurd. No doubt when 
the thought of this question aro~e in the 
minds of hon. Members they may have 
been motivated by the feeling that we may 
get ourselves involved in somethino 
which would be against our interest~ 
But the more we think of this matter 
the more we look at what it means to us'. 
surely, it should strike us that we do not 
want to have the world laughing at us. 

If what the Minister of Trade and I was very interested in hearing the 

... 
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which be is a member, gave the Minister 
of Trade and Industry the go-ahead to 
make negotiations for .the sale of some of 
th~ Colony's rice. Let me say that the 
Cuban market has always been. a very 
attractively priced market. Several years 
ago, before the Rice Marketing Board 
came iJ1to operation, the r ice in British 
Guiana sold to Cuba generally fetched a 
higher price than the West Indies were 
capable of paying for it, not that they 
did not wish to pay the price, but be
cause of their poor economy they could 
not afford to pay more. 

I would accept that, subject to this 
country being able to SU)?ply the typ~ of 
rice which the Cubans wish and sub3ect, 
of course, to other considerations being 
to our advantage we should be able to 
sell them our rice. It is no use thinking 
that we can sell them their full require
ments. We cannot do that because not 
only have we our prior commitments to 
the West Indies, but their total require
ments are much in excess of our total 
production. If we can get a foothold 
in the Cuban market for rice and timber, 
as long as proper arrangements are made 
whereby the country does not suffer, 
then I would say by all means go ahead 
and trade with Cuba. · 

I recall that when I was on the Rice 
Marketing Board that we always kept 
projected before our mind's eye the 
problem ·of what we would do with the 
increasing production of rice in this 
country. We made a list of markets 
with the object of getting in touch with 
them with a view to gaining a foorthold 
when we had the goods to deliver. C uba 
was one of the names on the list. Haiti, 
San Domingo, the French Islands of the 
West Indies, Canada and 1he U .S.A. itself 
were also on the list, because although 

· the Southern States of the U.S.A . pro
duce a considerable quantity of rice, from 
previous expe1ience, we have found that 
a particular type of th in , long-grain rice 
in Bri tish Guinna finds a very ready 
acceptance in the C ity of New York 
amongst the Puerto Ricans. 

Let us go back· to what is good for 
the Colony. I am sure hon. Members 
will agree that we should not embark 
upon any trade negotiations or any 
venture of any kind which would be 
detrimental to· the country's interests, , 
but until we are satisfied that it would 
be detrimental we -should not stand in the 
way of negotiations being made and 
things of the kind. We must move 
along and do as much business as 
possible. Trade is something universal, 
and let us not close our eyes to the 
opportunities and benefits of trade simply 
because we want to be, as I said earlier, 
hysterical over matters of this kind. 

Mr. Speaker: [after a long pause] 
T hree minutes have elapsed. 

Mr. Fredericks: Mr. Speaker, I 
take it that the Amendment is s till before 
the Council. 

Mr. Speaker: Three minutes have 
elapsed, and I will ask the Mover of the 
Motion to reply if he has anything to 
say. If hon. Members wish to speak on 
the Motion there is rio need to sit for 
three, four or five minutes before doing 
so. If nobody else wishes to speak, 1 
shall ask the Mover of the Motion to 
reply. 

Mr. Fredericks: The substantive 
Motion before this Council is a very 
simple one. Like the character of it~ 
author it is devoid of any subterfuge or 
hidden meaning; it merely asks that this 
Council should not enter into negotiations 
with the Cuban Government, or Cuban 
Companies or individual . Cubans for 
timber concessions. A re-statement ot 
the contents of the Motion is neces,sary 
because of the elaborate and seemingly 
irrelevant i:ssues that have been intro
duced into this debate on such a simple 
Motion. 

I , like the other speakers, have been 
astonished at the torrent of emotional
i,sm that this Motion has evoked. Some 
Members on this side of the Council have 
been accused of pr"ejudice, bigotry and 
intolerance - harsh words to be used 
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in any debate. They were also accused 
of aligning themselves with the forces 
of reaction and vested interests. But let 
us pause and analyse calmly and ration
ally what the subs'tantive Motion in
tends to achieve . If a timber con
cession is granted to Cubans it means 
that they will be given carte blanc he: fre~ 
entry and egress in and out of this coun
try, not only for their technicians, but 
also for their equipment. It would be 
unwise for such entry and egress to be 
permitted in the context of th•e present 
Governments of Cuba and British 
Guiana. It would probably spark revo
lution in this country. 

The Motion does not prohibit nor
mal business relationship with Cuba. 
Hon. Member,s on this side of the Coun
cil and those who are opposing the 
Motion have made references to Canada 
and Great Britain having profitable trade 
rclationship with Cuba, and there is no 
reason why British Guiana should not 
trade profitably with Cuba. We have 
timber and other commodities to sell, and 
we should be able to trade with them on 
a cash basis in easily convertible cur
rency. Nothing should stop us from doing 
that. But should we allow them entry 
into this Colony? Britain or Canada does 
not have to fear the Cuban Government, 
and they do not allow the Cubans to enter 
into their countries to start businesses. 
Why should we ? 

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Hubbard--

Mr. Burnham: To a point of order: 
I submit the speaker is not speaking to 
the last question, which is the Amend-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker: Proceed, please ! 
Mr. Fredericks: I was saying: My 

friend on my left, the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Hubbard, bas said that 
business is business. I agree with that. 
He has said that doing business with a 

murderer might be profitable business. I 
concede the point, but let him tell this 
Council whether he will permit a mur
derer to enter his garden and cultivate it 
for their mutual benefit ? That is a horse 
of a different colour. Why should we 
offer Cuba an excuse for entering this 
country ? If the Cubans so love British 
Guiana; if they so love Guianese. what 
is to prevent them purchasing timber 
from this country ? 

The hon. Minister of Trade and In
dustry has stood here and recited a long • 
string of names of timber-names fur
nished by the Forestry Department -
which the Cubans are going to exploit. 
Has he told us how much of each of the 
secondary species will be obtained in the 
area Government has in mind? He ought 
to know or be advised by the Forestry . 
Department that none of the names of 
the timbers he has mentioned, with the 
possible exception of wallaba, can be 
obt·ained in any quantity in any one 
locality; and yet he has talked glibly of 
obtaining half of Cuba's total imports of 
timber of $23 million ! What wishful 
thinking and absolute nonsense ! 

As it stands today, British Guiana's 
greenheart can hardly compete with 
African hard woods. The price of green
heart today is at a new low. It is true 
that there is no substitute for greenheart 
for a particular type of work. Today, tte 
value of greenbeart piles in the United 
States of America, which is the largest _ 
purchaser of British Guiana's piles, is the 
lowest for the last 10 years. This country 
is now importing a Gizeable quantity of 
American and Canadian soft woods. This 
is done for the simple reason that 
this country does not have suitable 
species comparable to those American 
and Canadi-an soft woods. Today, this 
country cannot even produce enough 
crabwood and cedar for its own uses ! 

The hon. Minister of Trade and In
dustry has said that local timbermen are 
not concerned with secondary species of 
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the forests; they are only interested in the 
expensive species. He should be advist•d 
by his Forestry Department thut the cost 
of extraction of secondary timbers is ex
tremely high so as to make it prohibi
tive to log. 

Mr. Speaker : I take it that you are 
speaking against the Amendment'! 

Mr. Fredericks: Yes, Sir, In 
other words, they canno~ compete with 
similar species from other countries. 
These facts are irrefutable, and the Min
ister of Trade and Industry should have 
apprised himself of these relevant facts . 
One must ask oneself: Wherefore this 
new-found love of Guianese by Cubans? 
Let the Minister of Trade and Industry 
or any of the other Ministers deny that 
two firms, at least, which have shipped 
their products to Cuba are still awaiting 
payment. Payment bad been withheld al
though this matter was taken up with the 
recent Cuban Delegation. One of those 
companies is owned and controlled by a 
talented Guianese busines,sman. [Mr. 
Burnham: "Name!"] Do not worry about 
name. And it is pathetic that that com
pany may shortly have to go out of 
existence because the Cubans failed to 
honour normal business transactions. 

It is indeed significant that on the 
occasion when this Government has 
publicly announced its intention to con
sider the possibility of entering into a 
partnership t;o exploit the timber re
sources of this country, it should be with 
Cubans and not Guianese. The Minist.::rs 
of this Government have publicly extolled 
the virtues of the leadern of the Cuban 
Revolution and have sung paeans re
garding the "great liberator" Castro_ 
Few of us could ever have believed that 
such misguided adulations would take the 
form of partnership with Cubans to the 
exclusion of Guianese themselves. It 
would appear that the end justifies the 
means. 

111e present Government is pre
pared to adopt any means possible to 

::llign this country firmly behind the 
Soviet Bloc. It is dedicated to the pro
position of the establishment of a com; 
munist form of Government in this coun
try and is prepared to do ,so at all costs 
As far -as I am aware, the Government 
has never, at any time - and Jet it 
deny this -intimated that it would be 
willing to enter into partnership with 
local timber operators, and it was indeed 
~. surprise to the industry to hear of the 
proposed partnership with the Cubans; 
moreso, when the Cubans have no prior 
experience of this type of work. 

If we ex·amine the record of the 
timber industry over the past few decades, 
we cannot fail to draw one inescapable 
conclusion, and that conclusion is - that 
no foreign individual or foreign companies 
can ooerate as efficiently, beneficially and 
competently as Guianese in the fields of 
logging and sawmilling. 

With respect to the development of 
timber resources, we have not been given 
very specific facts about this proposed 
Cuban partnership - what it is supposed 
to accomplish, what are the terms and 
conditions, where are the areas, what are 
the benefits that wili accrue, can the areas 
be better exploited by Cubans rather than 
by Guianese, have we proper surveys.? 
All the.se facts, I submit, Guianese should 
b~ apprised of and be told before any 
direct pronouncement of partnership is 
made. 

Only a few weeks ago we heard the 
Minister of Trade and Industry, in one 
of his radio broc:dcasts, tell of an expert 
who will be coming to evaluate our timber 
resources. It only shows that at the time 
the Government. made the pronounce
ment, it did not have adequate data of 
the areas it proposed to give to the 
Cubans. One has to ask oneself whether 
this proposal is not merely a blind to 
cover -a more sinister purpose. Suppose 
someone is engaged in a business and he 
contemplates entering into a partnership 
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with someone else similarly engaged, for 
that merger to have a chance of survival, 
there are certain basic facts which must 
be known for the proposed business to 
have a reasonable chance of surviving. 
What are the assets of the respective 
businesses ? What have been their 
policies in the past; what are their present 
policies? What chance does the proposed 
partnership have? All those facts must be 
analysed, and it is absolutely necessary 
before a partnership with C1:1ba is entered 
upon, that we should have some idea of 
th~ policy of the present Government of 
Cuba. Cuba has embarked upon a policy 
of expropriation of private and public 
companies, and the nationalization of 
Cuban properties. 

There seems to be little doubt that 
the present Cuban Government is com
munist in outlook and is actively engaged 
in a policy of opposition to all religion. 
My friend on the other side sneers at that 
statement, but I woold like to quote for 
his benefit from the "Catholic Standard." 

Mr. Speaker: Does religion come 
into this? 

Mr. Fredericks: I am just giving an 
idea of the policy of the present Cuban 
Government. I would like to quote from 
a statement by Archbishop Serantes who 
saved Fidel Castro when he was captured 
by the previous Government in an 
abortive coup. 

Mr. Speaker: We are not talking 
about individuals but about a certain 
transaction. 

Mr. Fredericks: I will not bother 
about the ,quotation. My friend the hon. 
Member for Georgetown North (Mr. 
Jackson) has elaborated on the point that 
there are no free trade unions in Cuba 
today, and that all the bona fide trade 
unions have gone underground. There is 
suppression of individual liberty, and the 

only newspaper which is free from direct 
Government control is the "Habana". 
There are no free elections, and there 
will not be for a long time. It seems that 
in Cuba today there is a brutal communist 
dictatorship. Even Castro's friends who 
bore the brunt of battle with him and 
stood by him through thick and thin 
have ha.ct to run away. It appears that 
the only champions of Fidel Castro .::1re 
dedicated communists who are outside of 
Cuba, and who are die-hard apologist~. of 
the Cuban revolution. 

We should also t,ake a very brief look 
at Cuba's economy which is also bound 
up with the idea of a partnership with 
Cuba. If we are to do business with 
someone we must have some idea of the 
credit-worthiness ,of that person. The 
Cuban economic boss, Che Guevera, has 
stated publicly over the radio that Cuba 
has very little cash left, and the point was 
made by other speakers that Cuba's 
economy is shaky. Guevera has said 
openly that Cuba's foreign exchange is 
down to ,a new low. Cuba is linking its 
economy with that of Russia, while 
British Guiana on the other hand is 
thinking of linking its economy with that 
of Cuba. 

It is said that 70 per cent. of Cubans 
cannot read or write. The wages of sugar 
workers in Cuba are below those of their 
counterpart in this country, and often 
times they are being paid their wages in 
bonds which are redeemable only at the 
local agrarian stores. The Cuban peso 
has depreciated to about one-third of its 
original value, and there is every possi
bility that it will depreciate further. 
The Cubans themselves have no faith in 
th~ir own economy. Why should we? Is 
that the type of country with which we 
should seek a partnership? 

A Minister has stated that Cuba is 
not interested in exporting revolution, 
but he also said that Latin America has 
adopted the Cuban revolution as its own. 

'" 

., 
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British Guiana is on the South American 
Continent. Let us not overlook the effect 
of what a partnership with Cuba jg likely 
to have on capital which is considering 
entering this country. Nothing can scare 
away capital more than the threat of 
nationalization, and if we hero-worship 
the Cubans to the extent that we want 
them to help our economy, it may be that 
we may want to carry that hero-worship 
a bit further by adopting some of the 
methods Fidel Castro has adopted in 
relation to foreign companies operating 
there. Let us not be fooled by empty 
promises. No good can accrue to this 
country from any partnership with Cuba. 
Often in my life a Latin quotation, over 
two thousand years old, co:iµes to my 
mind: 

"In quorum manibus iniquitates 
sunt, dextera eorum repleta est 
muneribus." 

In whose hands are iniquities their right 
hand is filled with gifts. Let this country 
beware of the gifts promised by the 
Cubans. 

Mr. Tello: . I should have been in a 
position to support the Amendment, be
cause I have previously said that Govern
ment has been guilty of a grave omission 
in not putting up a White Paper on the 
subject. The Amendment presupposes 
that once a White Paper has been put 
before the Council Government would 
have blanket coverage to go ahead. It can 
be so interpreted. I cannot support the 
Amendment because I know that many 
of us are experts in interpreting these 
technicalities in our favour, and I would 
not be surprised if Government quickly 
submitted a sort of White Paper so as to 
have the right to go ahead with this 
nefarious transaction. 

Fate was rather kind to me this 
afternoon because, when I listened to the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Gajraj, 
speaking with autho.city as a businessman, 

I had to listen with some care, and I was 
beginning to wonder whether he has a 
greater right to the expression of his 
opinion because of his connection with 
commerce. But I say that fate has been 
kind to me because, shortly after him 
came an industrialist and businessman 
who disagreed with him. I would like 
to be enlightened on one point. I am 
sorry I did not hear the entire speech of 
the Minister of Trade and Industry, but 
from information I have received it would 
appear that British Guiana is the first 
country that has been invited to enter 
into this peculiar partnership with Cuba. 
We have n9t heard any reference to any 
similar business transaction with any 
other country. Why should British Gui
ana be chosen for this experiment? I 
want to ask why should British Guiana, 
which is looking forward to the quickest 
and shortest means of developing its 
economy, be chosen as the guinea pig 
for this new Castro idea? 

If trade between Canada and Cuba 
fails and Canada }oses a few million 
dollars I suppose Canada's economy 
would be able to stand it. But British 
Guiana is searching for trade; we are 
searching for quick development. I do 
not think that people who have been run
ning a Government for four or five yt:ars 
can have as much experience as peopie 
who have been running Governments for 
several years. These are the people with 
limited knowledge and experience who 
are going to embark upon new ways of 
transacting international business. No 
wonder that around this Table so much 
suspicion regarding the ultimate objects 
of these transactions or tricky partner
ships has been awakened! 

I would have thought that the hon. 
Nominated Member,- Mr. Gajraj, would 
have been better qualified to speak on 
this matter. I thought that a business
man would have examined carefully the 
credit-worthiness and the capacity of the 
people with whom he proposed to trans-
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act business before entering into an 
agreement. I would not doubt that they 
have well-established business houses in 
countries in the world which can afford to 
gamble when going in search of new 
avenues for business. I have no doubt 
that industrialists have done so through
out the history of commerce, but we can
not afford to gamble with our meagre re
sources. 

I thought that Mr. Gajraj, as a 
businessman, would have advised us to 
wait and see how Cuba evolved out of the 
atmosphere of revolution - Cuba is still 
involved in revolution - so that we could 
be sure that we are dealing with people 
who can honour their commitments and 
are in a good position to trade with us. 
The advice that this Council has been 
given must be considered very carefully, 
so that Members will not be wrongly in
fluenced. The hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Gajraj, says that we should go out 
and look for business. I am just making 
this point because it clashes with what 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Fred
ericks, says. He feels that it is 
dangerous to experiment with trade with 
Cuba when Cuba does not enjoy a good 
reputation for honouring its obligations. 
He has cited two cases where firms in this 
Colony and in Surinam have not been 
paid for their goods. 

Mr. Fredericks: On a point of 
order. The point I made is that British 
Guiana should trade with Cuba in the 
same way as Great Britain and Canada. 
I am opposed to allowing the Cubans free 
entry into British Guiana. 

Mr. Tello: I said that the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Fredericks, was 
not in favour of trading with Cuba. I 
said also that he agreed with me that 
,several firms in this Colony have com
plained that their trade connections with 
Cuba: so far have not received honourable 

behaviour on the Cuban side of the trans
nctions. 1 feel that i.f British Guiana 
enters into any transaction with Cuba as 
an experiment which turns out to be 
successful it will be a mere g;;unble. It 
is just like buying a sweepstake, but if 
we fail in our venture it will set back 
our economy and we will regret it. 

I think there should be a condition 
that Government should not enter ·into 
negotiations with Cuba, or embark on 
something new until this Council has 
been presented with a White Paper setting 
out everything so that the records will be 
kept straight. · 

I would like to refer to a statement 
made by the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Hubbard. On Friday last he re
ferred to --

Mr. Hubbard rose--

Mr. Speaker: He has not yet 
spoken on the Motion. 

Mr. Hubbard: I was rising to draw 
Your Honour's attention to the fact that 
the hon. Member seems to be making a 
second speech. He spoke on the Motion 
last week. 

Mr. Speaker: Maybe you think 
that I am not sufficiently alert. I can 
assure you that I am. He is speaking on 
the Amendment. 

Mr. Tello: lt was my intention to 
refer to what the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Hubbard, said but on 
second thought I do not think it is worthy 
of consideration. 

Mr. Bowman: [after a long pause] 
1 am replying to what hon. Members 
have said, and nobody else will be able 
to speak after me. 

--
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Mr. Speaker: Just a moment. Did 
you hear what I have said a little while 
ago? I said that if no other Member 
wishes to speak, you would be the last 
to speak on the Motion. Do you object 
to that? 

Mr. Bowman: No, Sir. That is 
exactly what I am saying. I v.:ant to 
say from the outset that even if this 
Amendment is accepted by this Council, 
personally, I am opposed to it because it 
states: 

'That this Council recommends that 
before Government undertakes to enter 
into any final negotiations with the pre
sent Cuban Government or Cuban Com
panies for timber concessions in this 
Colony, the terms and condition, of such 
concessions should be set out in a Whi~e 
Paper." 

My Motion specifically states: 

"That this Council recommends that 
Government should not enter into any 
negotiations with the present Cuban 
Government, Cuban Companies or indi
vidual Cubans for timber concessions in 
this Colony." 

The object of my Motion is to pre
vent .bur peaccrful courutry from being 
enmeshed with Castro's Cuba. Cuba is 
the bridgehead for Communism on thif, 
continent. Cuba is a revolutionary 
Government; Castro's Government is 
seizing property and is shooting people 
without discretion. There are several 
collegians here - I have not been <to 
college. However, you will observe that 
trade has been brought into this debate. 
Trade ru1d concessions are two separate 
and distinct things. Where is the con
nection between trade and concessions? 

My Motion mentioned something 
specific - it stated that we must not 
enter into negotiations for timber con
::essions. I believe that if the Cubans 
were to be gi·:en concessions, as my 
bon. F riend said a few minutes ago, they 

would have free entry and egress out of 
this country. I say that guns and 
munitions will be brought into this coun
try by the Cubans. That is the sole 
reason why this Government wants to 
give the Cubans concessions. I can read 
the minds of the Members of this Gov
ernment, because ( have worked with 
them and I know how. they think. I am 
not speaking with water in my mol!th; I 
know what I am talking about. 

A Minister of this Government told 
the people last week that "if we can 
capture one-half of the Cuban timber 
market and import requirements (about 
$14 million annually), we would have 
seven times the amount of our present 
export trade in timber." He was speak
ing of trade, but my Motion did not 
mention anything about trade. My 
Motion said that we must not negotiate, 
and that this Council should not agree to 
allow this Government to enter into any 
negotiations to give Cuba timber con
ce~ions. 

I have heard Members talking about 
Cuba doing trade with Canada and Eng
land. The leaders of England and 
Canada a re not avowed Marxists; they 
have not cheered Castro for what he is 
doing; they have not told the world that 
they regard Castro as the great liberatoI 
of this c~tury and of this hemisphere. 
Hon. Members must bear these things in 
mind. Why is it that Castro suddenly 
became friendly wiili this country? Up 
to a certain part Qf this year there were 
no friends of Castro in this Government, 
aliliough a few businessmen dealt with 
Cuba. 

However, one Member of the 
"Opposition" who has been gallivanting 
among the Latin-American countries is 
the person who, I understand, made the 
introduction between the leader of this 
Government gild Castro. Cuba is the 
connecting link between Russia and 
China, and Cuba will look after the 
spread of Communism in this continent. 
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The Movers .said in their Amend
ment - I know that the Mover of the 
Amendment speaks for his Part:y, and I 
am connecting him with the re5t of his 
Party in this Council. They are think
ing in terms of allowing negotiations to 
go through provided the terms are good, 
but I say that we must not agree to any 
concessions. 

This Motion was brought here since 
June. This is my brain-child. Unlike 
some of my former friends, who do not 
think for themselves, I am thinking for 
myself as everybody can see. Being the 
mover of the original Motion, I think -
and if I am wrong I will bow to Your 
Honour's ruling - I should have. the 
liberty to reply to all that was said in 
this Council. 

Lord Holland, an English nobleman, 
was asked once to .express his view on 
self-educated men and he expressed the 
view that seJf-educated men ::ire 
peculiarly conceited and arrogant, and 
apt to look down upon the generality of 
mankind because of their being ignorant 
of how much other people know. 

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr 
Hubbard, made certain remarks last week 
which gave me the impression that he 
fits into the category of self-educated 
people because he had expressed certain 
impertinence and arrogance. [Mr. Benn: 
"You are wrong."] I am not wrong. 
He has exhibited a high degree of 
arrogance and I think he fits into the 
category to which Lord Holland referred. 
He said, in effect, that certain members 
of the Interim Government had sup
ported Governor Savage in casting 
Guianese behind barbed wire. Why did 
not this gentleman identify himself with 
the P.P.P. during the crisis of 1953-54? 
Why only now has he thought fit to open 
his mouth as wide as possible and 
ass~iate himself with this Party? Why 

'1 

only now? Had he not the courage? 
He came in this Council as a Member 
:unconnected to any Party. He had no 
party affiliation; but I knew, and I could 
have exposed him. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker: Let us deal with the 
Motion. If you are going to indulge in 
personalities, I shall have to refer you to 
the Standing Orders of this Council. 

An hon. Member: It is a personal 
attack! 

Mr. Bowman: l heard one of the 
Members over there say it i5 a personal 
attack, but it was.. not a personal att;.ck 
he made last week on the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Tello. He called his, name. 
I did not hear it was a personal attack. 

Mr. Speaker: 
answer for me. 

Mr. Bowman: 
the debate. 

You are not to 

I am speaking to 

Mr. Speaker: Let me refer to the 
Rule of Debate by which you are bound 
- Standing Order 33, Sub-Order (9). 
Y.ou have a copy. . 

"No Member shalJ -

(a) impute improper motives to any 
other Member; 

(b) make a personal charge against any 
other Member; 

(c) use offensive expressions; ..,, 

(d) indulge in personalities." 

These are the Standing Orders which you 
have approved for your guidance in the 
Council and have been put into my hands 
as an aid to govern the debates here. 
Will you observe them, please? 

Mr. Bowman: I have made notes 
of what was said by individual Members 
during the debate, and I intend to reply 
to them point after point. The Minister 
of Trade and Industry went on, during 
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the debate last week, to tell us that 
Castro's revolution is a genuine revolu
tion. Whether or not it is genuine, tbe 
fact is we are not debating Castro's re
volution. In my earlier remarks I made 
a statement which was handed down by 
the Organization of American States to 
prove that Castro is a man who cannot 
be relied upon, and I mentioned what is 
taking place there. 

The Minister came here and told us 
that the revolution is a genuine one. He 
referred to Ernest Hemingway and said 
that Hemingway actually praised Castro 
for what he has done, and from what he 
has said, all things are going well. I 
asked the Minister what time the Report 
was written and he never answered. But 
what is Hemingway's political complex
ion? He is a fellow traveller. Heming
way is a communist, in other words. I 
am saying so without fear, and that is 
why Hemingway wrote the way in which 
he has written. The Minister also re
ferred to Hubert Williams' artide appear
ing in the "Guiana Graphic", but he 
failed to quote from a subsequent article 
in the "Guiana Graphic"- 1 cannot re
member the date because I did not mark 
it, however, it was a day in last week. 

If you only open your mouth and 
say anything against the Government 
you are "dumped" in gaol. That is what 
goes on in Cuba; and if we were to give 
those people the concessions which my 
former friends want to give them, they 
are going to be free to bring in munition 
and guns and technicians to train them 
to fight. 

The Minister of Natural Resources, 
at a meeting held at Rosignol some 
months ago, mentioned the fact that the 
people should be armed. He cannot 
deny that. The Leader of the Govern
ment had also given his hearers the same 
impression, tha:t there is need for a re
volution and they should be armed. If 
we hear these things, must we who are 
peace-loving not have fear in our minds? 

Must we sit with our mouths closed and 
allow them to bring in things to the detri
ment of the people? ] want to remind 
this Council that the Minister has said 
Qver and over again that foreign capital 
would never solve the problems of this 
country, neither would it be the salvation 
of this country. May I ask if the Cuban 
loan is granted, what kind of capital 
would it be called? Would it not be 
considered foreign capital? Let them 
answer me. 

Leaving the Ministe_r of Trade and 
Industry, I want to reply to points made 
t,y the hon. Member for Georgetown 
South. I think he was the first person to 
have brought in trade into this argument. 
I fully agree that we should trade. Legiti
mate trade is good. I am not opposed 
to trade. What I said was that we must 
not give to the Cubans timber conces
sions because I know the ~anger there 
is in such concessions. 

.The hon. Member said that Cuba 
imports 200,000 tons of rice per year. I 
remember reading in a newspaper that the 
Rice Marketing Board was willing to sell 
25,000 tons of rice to Cuba. I am not 
opposed to any negotiations for the sale 
of rice to Cuba, but what I am prepared 
to stand up against is any sort of barter. 
We are accustomed to the normal ex
change of our goods for cash, and if we 
are to trade with Cuba they must pay 
cash, because I am quite sure that our 
rice farmers will not want to exchange 
their padi or rice for other goods; they 
will want cash. Our rice industry is ex
panding and there will be need for more 
market,s. I would not be so stupid as to 
oppose a rice deal with Cuba, but it must 
be on a cash basis, otherwise there is 
going to pe trouble in this country. Our 
rice farmers are going to demand cash; 
they will not exchange their rice for 
tobacco. Communist countries indulge 
in barter trade, but when they trade with 
countries outside their circle they have to 
deal in cash. 

..,. 
T 
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Another point I wish to bring to the 
attention of the Council is that during the 
last war the United States championed 
the entire hemisphere's ca.use against the 
Germans. Today the Castro Govern
ment of Cuba is at enmity with the 
U.S.A., and I am afraid that if British 
Guiana were to become too friendly 
with the Castro Government, es
pecially in granting the sort of con
cessions proposed, it is reasonable 
to expect that the U.S.A. would be 
displeased, and in the event of war what 
would be our position? I know that the 
Government boasts of having friends 
with rockets, but this is a peaceful coun
try. Perhaps they want to take us into 
the stream of revolution, but let me 
assure them that 1£ there is a revolution in 
this country at any time many of them 
will not live to see it through. 

I would like to direct my attention 
to the Minister of Communications and 
Works (Mr. Ram Karran) in order to 
refer to a few things he said. He made 
reference to slavery, etc., and remarked 
that the money being doled out to · this 
country by Britain was blood money. 
I think I am more conversant with the 
slave trade than he is, but unlike him 1 
feel that history is the evolutionary devel
opment of yester-yea.r, and to have 
recourse to recriminations baised on 
hate, based on account of the evils of the 
past, iis un-Christian and ungodly, and 
cannot do us or our country any 
good. We must think in terms ot 
making the best use of today 
and plan and work hard for tomor
row. Are we responsible for things that 
happened 300 years ago? There is no 
human being alive today who lived in 
those days. I say that rather than keep 
hate in our minds or foster hate among 
others, let us think in terms of the future. 
Let us plan and work hard to develop 
our country in the way it should be de
veloped. 

I had occasion last week to refer to 
the antics of the Government in demand-

ing independence now. The British 
Government has undertaken to give us 
independence. A specific date has not 
been fixed, it is true, but the principle has 
been accepted. 

Mr. Sp•eaker: The question of in
dependence does not come into this de
bate. Did anybody refer to indepen
deqce during this debate? I have no 
such recollection. 

Mr. Bowman: Yes, Sir. The 
Member for Georgetown South -

Mr. Speaker: You do not have to 
bother about that. [Laughter]. Let us 
get on. 

Mr. Bowman: I am replying point 
by point, Sir. I have made notes ot 
what they said. 

Mr. Speaker: In your reply you 
cannot refer to everything that was said. 
Is there any likelihood of your finishing 
this afternoon? 

Mr. Bowman: Perhaps in about 
ten minutes. I am not really being 
given an opportunity -

Mr. Speaker: Would you like zn 
adjournment now? Personally I woulct 
like to get rid of 1he Motion this after
noon, but if Members do not wish to do 
so they can come back here as many 
times as they wish. I am always here. 

MI:· Bowman: I would prefer if 
you adjourn the Council until tomor
row, because I will be given a better 
chance to say what I want. I will 
take longer than ten minutes to complete 
my reply. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Speaker: Council is now ad
journed until 2 p.m. on Thursday, 10th 
November, 1960. 

Council adjourned accordingly, at 
5.12 p.m. 
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