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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Friday, flst July, 1939. 

The Council met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant 
to adjournment, Hi� Excellency the Act
ing Governor, SIR JOHN vV ADDINGTON, 
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the ColoniiLl Secretarv, Mr. 
G. D. Owen, C.M .G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General (Acting),
.Mr. S. E. Gomes. 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of Agri• 
culture. 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, 0.B.E. 
(Eastern Berbice). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDiwid, M .B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. M. B. G . .Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Uno racial Member;. 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. N. ".\1. Maclennan, Director 
of Medical Services. 

The Hon. J. I. be Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
U noffici,Il Memlier). 

The Hon. L. G. Cre,tse, Director of 
· �ducation.

The Hon. B. R. '\Vood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. W. A . .Macuie, Cornmissium'l' 
of Labour an<l Local Govcmmeut, (Acting). 

The Hon. Perey C. Wight, O.B.K 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hou. J. Eleazar (:Berl.iice River). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, 0.B.E., (George
town South). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh, (Dem
erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. C.R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara River). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie, (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. H. lVfartin-Sperry, (Nomi
nated Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of tha 

Council held on the 20th July, 1939, as 
printed �md circulated, were confirmed. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

INCREASED GovEHNMEN'r COUNTY 
SCHOLARSHIPS. 

Mr. JJt, AGUIAR gave notice of the 
following motion :-

·whereas there appears to be a general
awakening and a genuine desire among the 
people of the Colony to provide their children 
with Secondary Education; 

And whereas there is a healthy response 
from the Primary Schools as evidenced by the 
number of entrants and the results of the 
County Scholarship Examinations; 

And whereas there is a continued increase in 
the number of children attending the Primary 
Schools; 

And whereas the number of free places pro
vided annually for Secondary Education are 
insufficient to meet the needs of these children, 
and, are less in number than in the British 
West Indies and other Colonies: 

Be it Resolved,-Tbat this Council is of the 
opinion that provision should be made for 
increasing the number of Government County 
Scholarships to twenty-four, and that oppor
tunity should be taken to consider with a view 
to readjustment, if necessary, of the regulation 
dealing with the nul)1ber of Scholarships to be 
awarded annually to each of the Counties of 
Demcrara, Berbice and Essequebo, and that His 
Excellency the Acting Governor be respectfully 
requested to refer the matter to the Honour
able the Director of Education and the Educa-• 
tion Committee with directions that early 
steps be taken to give effect to this proposal. 
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APPOINTMENT OF UNQUALIFIED SANITARY 
INSPEC'.rons. 

Mr. JACOB, on behalf of Mr. LE:E, 
gave notice of the following questions :-

1. Is Government aware that Sanitary
Inspectors have been appointed before being 
qualified as such? If the answer is in the 
affirmative, will Government state the names 

- and reasons for each appointment?
2. Will Government state how many appli

cations were made to the Department before
any such appointment or appointments, and
the dates of the respective candidates' qualifi
cations and/or qualification?

CIVIL SERVICE APPOlNTMEN'l'S. 
3 Will Government in the future adopt the 

policy or appointment of members of the Civil 
Service in order of the date of the applications 
together with the respective merits in the 
applicants' qualifications and all surrounding 
circumstances in order to give every applicant 
an opportunity of being employed in the said 
Service. 

REPORT OF LEONORA Co�Il\lISSION. 

4. Did Government deliberately lay on the
table of the Council the report of the Leonora 
Commission in its incomplete form? Will 
Government give the reason for doing so? Is 
Government aware that the incompleteness of 
any report when laid on the table of the 
Council is misleading and unfair to members of 
the Council? Will Government in the future 
assist mempcrs of the Council in the discharge 
of their duties by not laying on the table any 
incomplete report and/or document? 

ORDER OF THE DAY . 

PmsoN FOR FEMALES IN G1,onGETOWN. 

Mr. JACOB, on behalf of Mr. LEE, 
asked the following question :-

1. Is Government aware that if a woman is 
convicted and sen tcnced to 7 days' imprison
n,ent or less she has to be publicly escorted by 
a matron from Georgetown to New Amsterdam 
Prison and she is in full view of everyone 
travelling in•the trains and steamers as an 
object of pity? Will Government cause this to 
cease by erecting in or near Georgetown a 
prison for women under-going short terms ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
G. D. Owen) replied as follows:-

1. A female prisoner is not identifiable as
such when trnvelling to New Amsterdam 
unles�, 1:,y her own behaviour, she attracts 
attention. It is not considered necessary at 
present to erect a prison for females in George
town. 

SuPPLE�JENTARY Es·riniA1'E, 1938. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
beg to move :-

That, this Council approves the Statement 
of Supplementary Expenditure for the year 
1938, additional to that included in the 
Schedules of Additional Provision for the year 
1938, already passed by the Legislative Council, 
which has beeu laid on the table. 

Hon. members will see from the state
ment that the total amounts under heads 
A and B come to $148,238.79. There are 
one or two items to which I should call 
special attention. On the first page hon. 
members will see under head IX.-Educa
tion-an item, Grants to schools, $6,678.91. 
'.['hat sum is required to meet payments of 
arrears in sala,rie8 to certain teachers 
during the period 1923 to the present day. 
The payments will be made under Regula
tion 21 of the Education Code, 1919. On 
the second page there is a large item under 
head XXIII.-Miscellaneous-sub-head 38 
-Depreciation of Investments, Post Office 
Savings Bank, $104,607. This is due to
the revaluation of the investments of the
Bank at 1'uarket prices at 31st December,
1937. There will not be a similar depre
ciation of the investments in future because
the Post Office Savings Bank il:! now a sepa
rate organisa.tion. Under head XXIX.
Poor-there i8 :in item of $3,593 for dietary,
which is necessary owing to the increase
in the prices of foodstuffa. On the next
page, under Public Works Extraordinary
there is an item-Police Station, Belfield.
It was found tha.t the amount provided for
the building of this station at Cove and
John w,,s insufficient and a supple°tentary
vote of $7,146 is asked for. The reason
for this excess is given in the remarks 
column. Under the same head there is an 
item-Improvement of drainage and filling
in of low-lying are,ts of Government lands,
Georgetown, $5,325. The work was accel
erntocl townnls the end of last year for the
relief of unemployment, and that is the
cause of this additional expenditure.
Most of the other items are sm,tll, and
reasons for them are given in the remarks
column.

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul
ture) seconded. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to make u 
few re1mtrks on this supplementary esti
mate. The hon. mover expbined one or 
two items on page 2 but I would h,we 
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liked to have listened to an explanation in 
regard to the item under the head Police
Emergency measures, Labour disturbances, 
$1,098.34. In addition to that there is 
another large amount in another estimate 
in connection with the labour disturbances, 
and I would like to make a few comments 
on it. In addition I observe on page 5 of 
the estimate an item-Expenses of visit of 
Major G. St. J. Orde Browne, Labour 
Adviser to Secretary of State, $181.76. I 
would like to enquire whether Major Orcle 
Browne has submitted a report, and if so, 
whether that report will be laid on the 
table at the earliest possible date? If he 
has uot yet submitted a report I ma.y be 
informed when we may expect a report 
from him. In regard to the labour dis
turbances I c,mnot help stating that public 
money is being wasted in the manner 
Govemment is spending it. I cannot 
understand why, when thel'e are slight 
stoppages of work, when workmen ask for 
increased pay, 01· when they ask that 
matters be investigated, police reinforce
ments should be sent to e�tates and expense 
incurred. T take it that if there is a, dis
pute between employer and employee it 
should be settled before the police or 
Government intervene. Recently we had 
the creation of a very expensive depart
ment, and I am sure that if that depal't
ment is given an opportunity to investi
gate in these matters there will be no 
necessity to spend all this money on labour 
disturbances. 

In addition to that we lmve had the 
recent Leonora disturbances, resulting in 
the loss of severnl lives. I do not wish to 
question the findings of the Commission. 
In fact I have stated it before and I repeat 
it now, that I have the greatest confidence 
in the members of that Commission. At 
least one of the members I can consider a 
personal friend of mine, and my name hav
ing appeared in that report dozens of times 
I claim the privilege to speak on it. In 
the first place I was prevented from going 
to the sugar estate to speak to workers 
who wanted me to spea,k to them. I drew 
the attention of Government to it. I 
spoke to the Colonial Secretary, the Com
missioner of Labour and the Secretnry of 
the Sugar Producers' Association and 
advised them that it was necessary that 
the attitude of Government, the police and 
the Sugar Producers' Association should 
be changed. I advised them strongly and 

even went so far as to say that if Govern
ment did not take steps we would issue and 
broadcast a statement to the public that 
we were withdrawing from the labour 
troubles. The Royal Commission wa3 in 
the Colony then and I went to the Com
mission and made a statement, and to my 
horror I see certain references to me in 
the report of the Leonora Commission. 

We asked for copies of the evidence 
taken at the enquiry, but Your Excellency 
attempted to gag us yesterday. I know 
Your Excellency has only been here quite 
recently, but the attitude of Government 
in these matters is very reprehensible. I 
a,m accused in that report i I am told that. 
although I was prevented from going on 
the estate I should have gone there at the 
risk of my life and my liberty to speak to 
the workers employed and controlled by 
the Sugar Producers' Association, and who, 
I take it, are loyal subjects of His Majesty 
the King. Suppose I had gone there and 
something had happened ? I am not too 
sure that something would not have hap
pened, because the Police would do any
thing to put me in 12 Camp Street. I say 
that very feelingly. My conduct on the 
whole has had the greatest scrutiny, and 
not a single individual, not a member of 
this Council who had the temerity to 
accuse me not long ago, can say that I 
have not done my duty to my King and 
country. I am told that I should have 
gone and spoken to those people. Why 
should I? I would have been told, if any
thing had happened, that as one of the 
leaders who are supposed to know the law, 
I had flouted the law and gone to a place 
where I was not asked to go. Yet the 
Commissioners say that I should have 
gone on the estate. I have the ut,most 
confidence in those Commissioners but I 
do think something wrong .has l).appened, 
and I ask Government to print the evidence 
taken before the Commission so that we 
might go into it. I personally want it so 
as to be able to find out whether the find
ings of the Commission are based on the 
evidence given. In any case I am certain 
that that statement waR not based on my 
evidence, or what I stated in evidence was 
not rega,rderl as true. I would like to see 
the notes of evidence and have legal 
opinion on it. 

If the attitude of Government had been 
different the position of the Colony 
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would have been quite different. I make 
that bold statement, and I say again that 
unless Government changes its attitude 
there is going to be trouble in this Colony. 
When there was shooting at Leonora the 
Commissioner of Police was in George
town. I do not know whether he is getting 
promotion, but I !mow that junior officers 
in times of stress may commit errors of 
judgment. The fact remains that those 
people have been promoted, and at the 
expense of innocent human lives. I do 
not know how Government regm·ds people's 
lives, but even if those otficers were 
entitled to promotion it was not just or 
fair to give them promotion at that time. 
The manager of the estate has resigned, 
for what reason I do not know, but we 
know that, he is not there. On Govern
ment's side the people who h:we committed 
grave errors of judgment in my opinion
and I put my opinion against that of any 
other hon. member of this Council-have 
been promoted and money has been spent. 
Money can be found for destroying lives 
but not for produdive expenditure. I 
consider the conduct of Government very 
reprehensible, and I ask Government to 
change its attitude in the future. I will 
not say more. We are told all the time 
that GJvernment wants the <.:o-operation 
of the members of this Council, but I aih 
sorry to sa,y that while we hear that from 
the Chair I <lo not think Government 
really requires the co-operation of all the 
members of this Council, because in my 
own case I have demonstrated it but I am 
sorry to say that Government does not 
accept our co-operation. 

I read some questions this morning from 
another hon. member, but I do not know 
how Government is going to reply to them. 
I suppose the usual reply will be given. 
We are put to great inconvenience here ; 
we are not given the information we are 
entitled to get. The whole system of 
government hm.-e and in the vV est Indies is 
most demoralizing, and I <lo urge and hope 
that the Royal Commission will make 
recommenda.tions for a change of this Con
stitution, which is working in the interest 
of a few who have pull and influence at 
the Colonial Ofiice. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have never attempted 
and will never attempt to place my opinion 
against that of the hon. member who has 
just sat down, but I cannot digest his 

system of logic when he says that if he 
had gone to Leonora he would have been 
in danger of losing his life, and yet he 
objects to the police having been sent there. 
vVhateve1· he feels I cannot conceive of his 
objection to the police being there. It 
was a good thing that they went there 
because the loss of life might have been 
considerable. vVhile we regret the lives 
lost, I do not think anybody but the hon. 
member could justify the remark that the 
police should not have been sent there. I 
think I have very much more experience 
than the hon. member. I was one of the 
lawyers engaged in connection with the 
H,o;;ehall riot in which 16 persons includ
ing policemen, lost their lives. If the 
police had not been there I do not know 
what would have occurred. Whenever there 
is a likelihood of loss of life the presence of 
policemen is a very necessary factor. At 
Port Mourant where there are thousands 
of people in comparison with only 20 
policemen, nothing transpired. If the 
policemen had not Leen there something 
was bound to occur. No money spent on 
such occasions can be said to be too much. 
I compliment Government on sending the 
police to Leonora, t�ml I go further and 
say that the conduct of the police was very 
exemplary indeed. 

But I have a grouse against Government 
with respect to the large amount spent on 
the police station at Cove and John. As 
far as I know the police stations in the 
Colony are all built at strategic points, 
but suddenly somebody got it into his 
head that there were too many, and some 
of them were closed down. This has 
resulted in a prevalence of crime which 
would never have existed. The Belfield 
post office and police station was erected 
72 years ago at a very strategic point, and 
men had been living there all these years. 
We had never heard that Belfield was 
unhealthy; in fact it was considered a 
health resort all the time until suddenly, 
without any indication to anybody con
cerned, somebody thought it was not a 
very nice place to live. The sand reef at 
Cm1e and J olm is considered a better 
place and a tremendous police station is 
being erected there. The conveniencfi of 
the people in the district wa,s not taken 
into considerntion at all, in spite of the 
fact that a police station is needed where 
there can be supervision over a larger 
t.rea. For the convenience of the people 
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who occupy the place for a time Govern
ment has removed the police station from 
Belfield. This large expenditure over the 
original estimate has to be approved at 
the expense of small items which are more 
necessary. 

Government has erected a beautiful fire 
escape alongside of the New Amsterdam 
Hospital, but would you believe that there 
is no exit from the hospital to the fire 
escape? That is the sort of thing members 
complain about. An ehLborate fire esm1pe 
is erected but because there are no funds 
it is left incomplete; there is no escape 
from the building to the fire escape. ·what 
the hon. member for North Western Dis
'6rict wanted to say he has not said. 

lVIr. JACOB: I do not know if the hon. 
member is assuming the role of a prophet, 
but I object to his accusing me of state
ments which I do not wish to make. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I sympathize with the 
hon. member. ::,ometimes I see a thing 
burning within him, but his hmguage does 
not convey exactly wlrnt he w,Lnts to say. 

lVIr. WOOLFORD : I would like before 
the discussion proceeds to make one appeal 
to the hon. member for North vVestern 
District (Mr. Jacob) who has asked that 
the evidence taken before the Leonora 
Commission be printed and laid on this 
table. He haH given as one of hi8 reasons 
for that request that in the course of the 
trial, as I undei-stand him, his name was 
mentioned on several occasions, and the 
Commissioners h:we tn,ken the view that 
at some point or another he ought to have 
approached the people or come into more 
contact with them, and so and so mav or 
may not have resulted. At any rate· the 
Commissioners h,we indicated that his 
more direct intervention might have led to 
different 1·esults. I appeal to the hon. 
member to consider whether the testimony 
of the other witnesses may have justified 
the findings of the Commission, apart from 
nnything he may have said, and what
ever his own view may be of the finding� 
of the Commission i� must always be 
bome in mind that the findings of a 
judicial tribunal are the t·esult of the 
collective evidence of the witnesses who 
appeared befo1·e it. T rlo ask that in 
so far as that is given as a sufficient reason 
for having the evidence printed at very 

considerable expense, hon. members would 
not be persuaded by him in joining in such 
a request. 

There is another aspect of the matter. 
I do not think there is anyone in this 
Colony who has had IL greater and wider 
experience of commissions and committees 
than myself, and I think I need cite only 
one instn,nce ·which mLght convince the 
hon. member that hi� '"ppeal to have the 
evidence printed is one which, however 
justifiable it may be in his opinion, is with
out precedent, nt any rate in this Colony. 
In the case of the British Guiana Consti
tution Commission, which in its scope and 
importance was of far wider significance 
than the limited investigation of the 
Leonora Commission, the evidence taken 
before that Commission, affecting every 
inhabitant of the Colony, was never printed 
or laid on this ttLble. It is no use the hon. 
member shaking his head because I tried 
my best to have it clone, but I found that 
leaning on precedent it could not be sstab
J ished. I was all the more anxious that 
that evidence should be printed, because I 
felt that the findings of that Commission 
were against the weight of evidence, and if 
the evidence had been published it would 
have disclosed that one individual and 
about seven other people were in favour of 
a change of the Constitution, yet the 
majority finding of the Commission was 
in favour of tlu1t. The fact remains that 
the evidence taken before that Commis
sion was never printed and was never laid 
on the table. 

I have not the slightest desire that the 
hon. member should not have access to 
the evidence taken before the Leonora 
Commission, and I would suggest, as in 
fact ha,s already been suggested, that the 
typewritten evidence, the record itself, 
should be made accessible to the hon. 
member and any other person in order 
that they might read it. The hon. member 
is always asking Government to restrict 
expenditure. T. may tell him that the cost 
of printing the evidence is about $800. 
'l'o satisfy the hon. member's curiosity a�· 
to what the finding of the Commission 
was in relation to his own evidence, I 
would suggest that if his only desire is to 
find out what was the testimony given by 
himself and how it has been actually 
recorded, and to see the testimony of the 
other witnesses, he would be able to satisfy 



741 Motion 21 JULY, 1939. -Sitp. Estimate, 1938 742

his curiosity by looking at the typewritten 
notes of the evidence. I do ask that the 
public should not be put to the expense of 
$800 for that purpose, when an extract 
from the evidence could reasonably satisfy 
the hon. member'R anxiety. 

I know that the hon. member has always 
listened to advice, and we ha\7e had many 
discussions, but while I do not agree with 
him I share to some extent his feelings in 
this matter. I am very greatly interested 
_in and dependent on the people of his race. 
I agree that their state in this Colony is 
nothing to be desired, ,Lnd if I c:ould 
ameliorate the conditions under which they 
work I would gladly do so, and I still hope 
that other and better methods 1m1y produce 
that result. I ask the hon. member, not 
because he is an E11st Indian, hut because 
he was born in this Colony, to re:,;train his 
language and not to think altogether that 
there are men who are not entirely 
sympathetic. I ask him not to put the 
Colony, to the expenditure of $800 to 
attain his own personal wishes, or to 11ttain 
a result which is not c:oiumensurato with 
the expenditure. I am su1•fl that $800 
could be spent in a far morP beneficial 
direction. If the hon. member iK disposed 
to take the view I offer him he would sr.e 
the Colonial Secretai·y and wade through 
the evidence, making t;opies of it if he 
wished. 

Mr. JACOB: I do welcome advice and 
remarks made liy the hon. member but I 
would ask him as one of the advi�ers of 
Government, mid as a respected member of 
this Council, to be accurate when he makes 
a statement in this Council. He told the 
Council that a precedent would be created 
if the evidence taken before the Leonorn 
Commission w,LS published, and he in
stanced the case of the Con8titution Com
mission. I would like to refer the hon. 
member to the Hector Josephs Commission 
which enquinad into the labour rlisturh
ances. I lrnve on my desk a copy of the 
evidence taken before that Commission, 
and if the hon. membPr is not ,Lware of 
that fact I do ask him to umke sure that 
his statements ai·e accurate, and that he 
does not mislead the Government, the 
public and this Council. ] cannot imagine 
the hon. membe1· suggesting to me that I 
want this evidence to satisfy my own 
curiosity. Government is aware, and l 
think the hon. member ought to be aware, 

that a very responsible association has 
asked for it. Another hon. member of 
this Council has asked for it by letter and 
has tiLbled questions about it. ·why should 
Government not print this evidence ? 
Government is prepat·ed to spend $20,000 
in connection with labour disturbances. 
Money spent like that would remain 
in the Colony and would provide work 
for the people. I do not think it 
would cost $800 to print the evidence. T 
would liku to have that figure confirmed, 
but evc•u if it cost $800 I see no reason 
why that sum should not be spent. ·1 do 
not think Gover!lll1ent is justified in ha,v
ing documents like this kept within the 
precincts- of the Colonial Secretariat. It 
should be given the widest publicity possi
ble, bot], hero and in London, and in other 
pl:tces where those unfortunate people 
come from. If the hon. member wants to 
know why I want the evidence printed I 
will tell him that the B.G. East Indian 
Association w,mts to send the document 
to India, the Man-Power Association and 
the legal representatives of the relatives 
of persons who were shot require this 
document. I :,sk that every publicity be 
given the document, and that in future the 
police should not be used to shoot down 
defenceless people who are asking for 
more money. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There 
are jU:st four points to which I would like 
to refer. First of all the hon. member 
has indicated that in his opinion if Govern
ment harl insisted upon the estate authori
ties nllowing him to go on the estate there 
might h:wc been no disturba.nce. Govern
ment could not insist upon the estate 
authorities admitting any particular indi
vidual to their estnte, but Government 
kept the Unions and the Sugar Producers' 
Association constantly informed through
out the day of what was taking place, and 
the Labour Commissioner advised at every 
po�Hihle opportunity action which he 
thought should be taken. I think the hon. 
member ,,ill admit that there is at present 
vPry close co-operation between the Unions 
and the ;:,ng,1r Producers' Associn,tion. 

J\'lr. J"ACOB: Unfortunately, after the 
loss of several lives. 

TH£ COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. member referred to the printing of 
the evidence taken by the Leonora Com-
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m1ss10n. That point has been fully covered 
by the hon. member for New Amsterdam 
(M1·. Woolford). 1 wrote a lotter to the 
hon. member for North Western District 
(Mr. Jacob) in reply to one received from 
him, in which it was stated that Govern
ment has no desire to withhold the evidence 
from anybody, as it was published in the 
newspitpers, but there was the question of 
the cost of printing i.t. Tho minimum 
number of copies would have been 100, 
and would have cost $795. To print 300 
copies would cost $940. I have informed 
the hon. member that Government is in 
possession of only one copy, and if he 
would send a typist to the Building he 
could type copies from it, but Government 
could not n,llow the only copy of the evi
dence to be taken from the office. There 
are 7 49 pages of evidence, and nobody in 
the Secretariat has the time to sit down 
and copy that. 

The hon. member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar) referred to the fire escape 
at the New AmsteL"dam hospitnl. I sprnt 
several hours with the hon. member "'hen 
I was in Berbice recently, and T think he 
mentioned everything he would like to 
hiwe, but I do not think he mentioned the 
fire escape. (laughter). 

Mr. WOOLFORD: 1 would like to 
make a correction. The Commission to 
which the hon. member for North vVestern 
District (Mr. Jacob) referred, of which 
the late Mr. Hector Josephs waH Cha,ir
mau, was an enquiry into labout· disputes. 
The Commission presided over hy Mr. 
Justice Verity was an enquiry into the 
causes of the death of certa,in persons. 
There is a v11.st difference between the two. 
Again I would like to emphasize that the 
sittings of the British GuiamL Constitution 
Commission were held in camera ; the 
public were not admit,t,P.rl, and it seemed to 
me to be very desirable that the evidence 
taken by that Commission should be pub
lished, but there was no precerlPnt for it. 
I mention those things by way of compari
son, and in the hope that the hon. member 
will be persuaded or convinced that the 
printing of this evidence is undesirable 
and without precedent. 

'The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee to consider the statement of supple
mentary expenditure. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Item 38-Depreciation of Investments 

Post Office Savings Bank, $104,607. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): 
I unrlerstood the hon. Colonittl Secretary 
to S,Ly that the item in reg,1rd to the 
depret.:i,Ltion of the investment£ of the 
Post Oflice ifavings Bank was unlikely to 
occur ,tgain for the reason tlmt the Sav
ings Bank had b<'en established recently as 
a sep,Lmte ,md independent organisation. 
N everthPless it is a fact that the Statute 
under which the Post Office Savings Bank 
is opernting provides a definite guarantee 
that public revenue must be,tr any capital 
deficiency which might arise either as a 
1·esult of loss on the \\'Orking or as a result 
of loss by depreciation of investments. 
There has been so11w rlepreciation in the 
year 1938, and there is a contingent 
liability on publi<.: funds for its amount. I 
do not think the Council should be unduly 
alarmed a,t this dcpre<.:iation. The reason 
for it is well known; public revenue 
haH giLirn,d: by t,Lking betwpcn 1932 and 
1935 something like $-100,000 from Sav
ings Bank funds i.n respect of Savings 
Bank investments when conditions were 
entirel_v different to what they are to-day.
I would therefore like to warn the Council 
of the possibility of another sum being put 
on the budget in respect of depreciation 
of S,wings Bank investments for last 
yetu. 

Mr. D1,: AGUIAR: I am not quite sure 
that I understood the hon. Colonial 
Treasurer correctly, or whether he meant 
to convey to the Council that there was 
actually ,t cash transaction or a distribu
tion of cash. My understanding is that 
whenever there is ,Lpprl'ciation cash is paid 
in by the Post Otlice Savings Bank to 
public revenue, and when there is depreci
iLtion c:tsh is paid from public revenue into 
the Post Office Havings Bank. I would 
like him to makr that clear, or whether it 
iH only a question of book entry. If it is 
n, book rntry I will have wmething more 
to say on the subject. In that case this 
item would be in the wrong place. This 
is expenditure of the Colony, and I am 
assuming that ;u:tual cash transactions 
bLkc place betwern Government an<l the 
Post Oflice Savings Bank. 

}Ir. D-1 c.:D A VJD : 'l'he hon. member's 
a�snmption is . IL i l•· ri"lit,. '1'111· ;uuount of 
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$104,607 has actually been withdrawn in 
cash and put to the credit of the Post 
Office Savings Bank funds to make good 
capital deficiency arising in its books by 
reason of depreciation of its investments. 
As regards what I said about appreciation 
in previous yea,rs, a cash trnnsaction took 
place. The appreciation was actually with
drawn from the l::iavings Bank funds and 
brought to revenue as a crerlit, but I want 
to say that �uch transactions will cease 
since, as the ColouiiLl 8ecretiiry has stated, 
from 1937 the Post Office Savings Bank 
has been established as an independent 
financial organisation, and if in future 
there should be appreciation it would be 
put to the credit of the Savings Bank 
reserve and would meet anv deficiencies in 
the distant future. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I take it that when 
that time arrives this Council will be in
formed of the fluctuations of appreciation 
or depreciation. I presume that ,1 regular 
account is kept of tlwRe transactions, so 
that when the rnatui·ity period of these 
investments arrives, or when the time 
arrives for more of these in vestments a 
proper record of the various tranactions 
'Which have taken placf' will be faid 
before the Council for examina,tion or 
observation. I do not quite understand 
the matter at all. If we are going to pay 
into the Savings Bank funds money from 
current revenue to meet depreciated funds 
and receive money from the Savings Bank 
in respect of appreciated funds, I am rather 
inclined to the view that we are likely to 
find oul'selves in some difficulty later ; that 
when one ot· both of those periods arrive, 
or when the time arrives for selling 
investments or investments mature, it 
would be very difficult to know what has 
happened on balancing. After all we are 
entirely dependent upon the Crown Agents 
to make investments, and we h,:we no voii,e 
at all in the making of these investments. 
If bad investments are made by the Crown 

, Agents and this Colony has to foot the bill 
when depreciation takes place this Council 
will have something to :,my on the subject. 
I do not like tho look of it, but I lmve not 
had the time to go into it. I have not 
seen any consolidated statement prepared 
by the Post Office Savings Bm1k showing 
these transaction;; under oue \tp,1d. 1 
think the Colonial TreasurPr, who is ,, 
wizard at figures, will appreeiatc the point 
T am making. I want to warn Govern-

ment that when the time comes it m:1y 
Jind itself in some difficulty to aus,ver 
some questions. 

.Mr. McDAVID: I think the hon. 
mem her is taking the matter too far ; I 
never admitted any balancing of accounts 
at all. I said that before 1937 the Sav
ings Bank was not an independent organis
ation, and public revenue benefited by 
any appreciation of its investments. 
Therefore, at the moment the Savings 
Bank has no surplni:; or reserve at all. In 
1938 there has been depreciation, and 
under the law public revenue must make 
good that capital deficiency because, 
obviously, money held by the Bank on 
behalf of depositors will not be there, 
whether it be due to depreciation of invest
ments or loss. I merelv mentioned the 
appreciation of previous" years so as to 
show that this is really a giving back of 
money we had taken in the past. Had we 
not taken it, the Saving� Bank would have 
been able to stand this by itself. It will 
probably be able to build up a reserve 
from time to time. There is not going to 
be any balancing of accounts at all. 

As regards the working of the Bank, 
very complete annual statements are pub
lished by the Postmaster General, and I 
am quite sure the hon. member, who is 
perhaps a better wizard at figures th,in I 
am, would be able to follow thnu com
pletely if he would only read and digest 
them. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I di<l not refer to 
any balancing of accounts hPtween the 
Post Office 8avings Bank and this Govern
ment. ·what I refened to was what would 
be the position on balance of these appre
ciation and depreciation transactions that 
nrn going on, whether it would be founp 
th,1t this Government as a result of what it 
has to pay out as a result of depreciation 
is greater than the a,mount of appreciation. 
I will pursue the question with the Colo
nial Treasurer 011 another day. 

Mr. GONSALVE8: May I suggest that 
the two hon. mem hers allow the item to, 
pass �md have a friendly argument after
wards'? 

Item put, and agreed to. 
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POLICE. 

Item 32-Emergency Measures Labour 
Disturb,inces, $1,0\:/8.34. 

Mr. JACOB: I desire to record my 
protest against this item which is described 
fLS " expenditure on purchase of rations 
and expenses in connexion with employ
ment of rural and special constables, and 
travelling expenses and detachment pay for 
N.C.0.'s and constables of the Polic<" Force
during the labour disturb,u1ces in July,
1938." I still maintain after n,ll that has
been s,iid, particularly by the hon. member
for Berbice Hiver (Mr. Eleazar), that this
money should never have been spent, and
if the Police and this Government would
listen to legitimate grievances which are
pent up, and take note of them and lmve

, them rectified there would be no need to
spend public money in this fashion.
Recently there has been something like
that being carried on but it has cost the
Colony a considerable sum of money and 
resulted in loss of lives. I do hope that 
in future expenditure of this kind will not 
appear on these estimates.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I pmposely refrained 
from joining in the debate when this 
matter was raised by the hon. member for 
North Western District (lYir. Jacob), but 
in view of the definite protest he has made 
as regards the expenditure of this money I 
find it extremely diflicult to remain in my 
seat without making a few observations. 
I desire first of all to say that as a member 
of this Council and a, citizen of this com
munity I will never at any time restrain 
the Police from preserving law and order. 
I am not prepared to discuss the question 
of grievances of workers, but I do wish to 
ask the hon. member whether it is not his 
intention-

Mr: JACOB: I ask the hon. member 
not to refer to me at all. I wii;h Lu take 
no advice whatever from the hon. member. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think I am entitled 
to ask the hon. member ,vhether he is seri
ous in his 1·ema1·k that this Council should 
not vote a sum of money for the Police, 
having for its primary object the preserva
tion of law and order ? That is the reason 
why I have risen from my seat. I do ask 
him whethe1' we should refuse to vote 
money to the Police for the purpose 
of preserving law and order? I do not 

think he wilL-find support from any other 
member of the Council or any other citizen 
of the community. 

Mr. JACOB: In reply to that I wish 
to make the identical observation. I 
find support from nine-tenths of the people 
of the country. 

Dr. SINGH: I was not in the Colony 
at the time when the disturbances took 
place, but I feel sme that all this expendi
ture would have been avoided if Lhe griev
ances of the people had been looked into. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I would like to move 
that $800 be spent on the printing of the 
evidence taken before the Leonora· Com
mission, and see if I could not get the hon. 
member to agree to this item being passed. 
If you will permit me, sir, I would move 
that $800 be spent for that purpose. 

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid the hon. 
member does not know that he cannot 
move a motion for a money vote. I would 
suggest that the hon. member consult the 
Rules. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am asking the hon. 
member if he would pass this item if I 
did that. There is nothing to prevent me 
from doing that. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I do not know whether 
the hon. member for North vVestern Dis
trict (Mr. Jacob) in his latest remarks 
referred to the little trouble we recently 
had on the Corentyne Coast, but I would 
like to ask him what is the Manager of an 
estate to do when 600 people flock around 
his house, blow shells, break windows and 
throw stones at the Deputy Manager and 
Head Overseer ? vVhen the hon. member 
was asked about it he said" We have not 
been told about it yet." That was 48 
hours after, and the next answer we got 
was that it must have been done by a 
number of schoolboys. Surely any indivi
dual in this Colony has the right to ask 
for police assistance, because in cases of 
wage disputes a rush is made on an estate 
without first collaborating with their 
Unions in Georgetown. I cannot help 
thinking that if the hon, member was in 
the same position in any part of this 
Colony and was rushed by a crowd which 
did not see eye to eye with him, he would 
look for the first police station to go to, 
I certainly would, 
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With regard to the publication of the 
evidence taken before the Hector Josephs 
Commission· I think I am right in saying 
that Mr. Hector Josephs said he could not 
possibly go through 1�11 the evidence unles8 
there was a stenographer and an assistant 
to take it down and send members of the 
Commission the report by the next morn
ing. I think th:�t was cl.one with the 
consent of Government, and those reports 
were sent to the Commissioners after they 
had been rea<l over by the witnesses. I 
think the cost of those 1·eports did not fall 
on Government. 

Mr. J ACO:B: The hon. member has 
given me an opportunity to rt>fer to recent 
matters. The Commissioner of L,�bour is 
here and I would like him to enquire and 
report to the particubr union concerned 
the ex.tent of the damage complained of by 
the hon. member who has just spoken. 
My point is that immediately grievances 
appear they should be investigated and 
remedied, and if those concerned with the 
Government are not prepared to do that it 
is a matter purely for them. As a public 
man, and representing as I do a large 
number of working people-I make bold to 
say that I represent about nine-tenths 
of the working people on the estates-I 
can only offer advice to Government. It 
is not t�·ue to say that those concerned are 
not aware of those grievances ; they have 
been detailed over and over again, and it 
is not only the action of the employers but 
the connivance of otl1er Departments that 
is responsible for things that have arisen 
on the estates. 

I refer particubrly to the Central Board 
of Health. An employer has >L perfect 
right to put a man off his estate if he does 
not want him, but what is the position of 
that man when he can find no suitable plot 
on which to erect his house, and no land 
to cultivate when he has been accustomed 
to work on an organised plantation, doing 
a particular· class of work throughout his 
life? Government seems unconcerned about 
the inhabitants of the Colony. A large 
number of people are unemployed ,1nd can
not find work. I say emphatically that 
'the responsibility ts on Government and 
Government alone, and if Government 
chooses not to take action it must bear 
the fullest responsibility possible. I 
m:�intain that Government is not looking 
�fter thf;l interest of the working man b\lt 

of vested interests which are getting sub
sidies and preferences and getting money 
from the inhabitants of the Colony. 

Numerous ehanges have to be made in 
v:i,rious ways for this Colony to improve, 
but I cannot see any attempt being made 
by Government to do that. We have 
gone out of our way to ask the Director 
of Medical Serviep:; to listen to grievances 
which have existed for Revera! years, and 
we received the replv tlrnt if we were 
going to make rf'com.menrlations which 
would impede public health mPaHures our 
request for an inten,ie"' would not be 
entert,iined.'. 

THE CHAIRi\'lAN: If the hon. member 
is going to talk about health matters he 
must do so under the proper head. 

1Ylr. JACOB : I am asking officers of 
Government who are paid by the taxpayers 
to consider the interests of the taxpayers 
and not a few people. That is why the 
country is not progressing. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I

wish to emphatic,1lly deny that Govern
ment is not concerned with the affairs of 
the inhabitants of the Colony. As the 
hon. member has referred, I take it, to 
some little disturbance which occurred on 
one of the estates on the East Coast, I wish 
to let him know one or two truths about 
that occurrence. 

Mr. JACOB: I referred particularly to 
the point raised by the hon. lVIr. Austin. 
I think he knows exactly what I referred 
to. 

Tm; COLONIAL SECRETARY: Gov
ernment was anxious to find out what was 
happening when a report was received that 
there were labour disturbances in Berbice. 
I was not informed until 8.30 in the even
ing and I at once got in touch with the 
Commissioner of Police. I tried to find 
out what were the grievances of the people 
but he could not tell me, nor could the 
Commissioner of Labour tell me because 
nobodv had told either of them. First 
thing �ext morning I rang the Commis
sioner of Police and the Commissioner of 
Labour but neither of them had found out 
from the estate authorities or the �eople 
what their grievances were. 'rhe Commis
wioner of Labour lost no time in getting in

touch with the Prt;Jsident of tht;J Labour 
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Union to try to find out from him, but he 
had heard nothing about it. I think it 
was at our request that the President of 
the Union got in touch with the Union's 
agent on the estate through the police 
station in New Amsterdam. vVe were out 
to do everything we could to get the agent 
and the President of the Union in touch 
with each other. 

Dr. MACLENNAN (Director of Medi
cal Services): I think the remarks of the 
hon. member for North Wes tern District 
with regard to the correspondence between 
the Association and myself require some 
qualification. I received a letter recently 
in which a request was made for an inter
view between a deputation from the 
Association, the Commissioner of Labour 
and myself. In my reply to tlmt letter I 
suggested that it would be of no use hav
ing the interview unless we were aware of 
the nature of it. We understood that 
certain hardships were complained of in 
the operation of the Publit; Hea,lth Ordi
nance, and th,it certain amendment� were 
going to be suggested. I think it is only 
reasonable th,it before granting an inter
view we ought to know what the discussion 
would. be, and furthermore I have a 
responsibility to the Centrnl Board of 
Health in that it is ,L statutory body and 
I should like to have knowledge of what 
amendments were proposed so tlmt I, t;Ould 
put them up tq, the Board before receiving 
the deputation. I think that was ,t per
fectly rea.sonable answer. There was no 
intention to refuse an interview to the 
Association which the hon membet· repre
sents. I would be glad to ret5eive them at 
any time, but I must have details of what 
they propose to discuss at the interview. 

Mr. JACOB: The hon. uiember is in 
dmrge of the Centrnl Bm,rd of Health 
and has 11 large number of otlicern. fa he 
telling this Count;il that he is not ttware 
of what is ha,pp.-ning? If tlmt is so, I would 
like to luwe ,1 clear a.nd definite st,Ltement 
about th1Lt. I have gone to the trouble 
to make debliilerl investigations and to visit 
places, which is not my duty. Correspon
dence has passed between Dr. 8neath and 
other officers of the Central Bm�rd of 
Health, but has led nowhern. Tht,n the 
hon. Director in a skilfully worded letter 
told us that he would consider whether he 
would receive the deputation which con
::1isted of the President of tlm Mim�Power 

Association, the Ch,tirman of the Local 
Authority and othei· responsible indivi
duals who would advise, but I am afraid 
that the Central Board of Health is not 
concerned. The oftit5ers of the Board do 
not want to be worried about additional 
work. They do not want even to do their 
normal work. That is my impression. I 
visited a house and saw the plan, and I 
was satisfied that 'the man could not add 
one inch to the house. I advised the 
man-

THE CHAIRMAN : I cannot allow the 
hon. member to speak about the details of 
a house during the consideration of an 
item under Police. 

Mr. JACOB: If you rule that I wiil 
raise it under another head, but I think it 
would be morn appropriate to raise it in 
reply to what the Director of Medical 
Servit5es has said. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: Isn't it quite 
dear that I have ,1lready informed the 
Council that there was no question of an 
interview not being granted ? I would be 
delighted to have it provided I am given 
det,1ils so that I could consult with the 
Central Board of Health. 

Mr. JACOB: In reply to that I would 
refer to a remark made by Dr. Francis 
who knows the details. Thev were com
municated to him and he sugg�sted.that it 
wn,s ,L wise course to adopt. If the hon. 
member does not keep in touch with his 
officers, it is not my fault. A request is 
made in writing to the owner of a house 
who is carried before the Magistrate who 
ordet·s the demolition of the house. 'l'he 
people have nowhere to go. If the Director 
says that the provisions of the Publit; 
Health Ordinance are not creating severe 
hardships, l am n,fraid he has not kept in 
touch with what is going on on the Centrnl 
Bo:1rd of Health. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I t;>tnnot allow the 
hon. member to stand here and say he 
represents nine-tenth:; of the people living 
on the sug1tr estates. I claim to represent 
100 per cent. of the people of this Colony. 
(laughter). Doesn't the hon. member 
know that the people whom he claims to 
represent ha.ve been reprei;enting, that they 
alone should be employed rmd that people 
of my race should not be employed? 
Instead of trying to prevent tht�t kind of 

__; 
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thing, he comes here and says he is c,1rry
ing all the people on his shoulders. vVhat 
a.re the police to do wheu people Me there
urging that that clcLSS of individual should
not be employed ? Uan I tell the world
!;}mt? I see danger in the situation and I
hold my tongue. Do I not know that
there would be a clash to-morrow if tlw
people of Fyrish knew that a request wits
made that only East Indians should be
given work? It is a diLngerous thing to
propound, yet it is being propoumled. 'l'lw
hon. member savs he does not tltke advice
from anybody, ·but I am asking him in the
interest of the peace of the community not
to pursue his remitrks too for. Othe1·
people know as much as he does, but they
refrain from saying it. Do I not know that
his people at Cane Grove wanted to put
the black people out of the factory ? 1H the
hon. member working for such a clash ?
Things will come out that shoulrl nut be
given out, and will cause trouble in the
country. I c�gain appeal to the hon. mem
ber to let things drop at this stage. 'I'1tkP
them up with the proper authorities. Do
not come to the Council and broadcast
them to the world and to the newspapers.
If nothing else would, let me appeal to him
as a fellow Buxtonictu.

Tm, CHAIRMAN : I must ask the hon. 
member to specLk to the head of the 
estimcLte. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: As Buxtoni,u1H we 
know no difference between East Indians, 
Chinese or anvbodv else. vVe are ,Lll 
Guianese. Let" us labour for the �ood of 
humanity. 'l'his differentiation docs not 
do us any good. 

ML'. JACOJ3: As u�mLl the hou. nH'm
ber for Berbice River (Mr. Elea,mr) is 
misinfonned. Nine-tenths of his stat<•
ments are not accurnte, and I do appe;.L! to 
thC' hon. Mr. Austin and the Commissioner 
of Laboul' to fhttly deny the statenu•nt 
made by the hon. member who ha� ju�t 
t:tken his secLt. Those of us who ha,·e 
been in close collaboration with the two 
interested Unions will know tl111t even, 
single word uttered by the hon. memhp1· (� 
absolutely incorrect. V\T e have ahrnys 
pre,Lched rnciltl unity, but I am sun• the 
hon. member has always preached other· 
wise. Let him digest these few wo1·ds of 
miue: he has ahvitys pre,Lched raci,tl dis
unity and 1 luwe ,Llways preached L'acial 
unity. 

Tm; CHAIRMAN : I must ask the hon. 
member to speak to the Chair and to the 
item under discussion. V1T e have had 
considerable discussion on this head, and 
unless someone wishes to move an amend
ment I will pass on to the next item. 

Item put, and ltgreed to. 

POST Ot'FJCE. 

Item 5--Couveyance of mails, $2,927.29. 

Mr. GONSALVES: App;uently there 
is no telegraphic communic,Ltion between 
Gal'raway 8tream and Potaro. A recent 
incident has shown that a ve1·y urgent 
message was not delive1·ed until ,Lfter the 
event, which it w:Ls intended to stop, had 
taken pl,tce. I understand that the dis
tance is 12 miles, ttnd the message had to 
be taken by lorry, which ,had passed on 
without stopping, with the result that the 
message did not reach its destination. 
Government might spend the $ti00, which 
the printing of the evidence taken by the 
Leonora Commission would cost, on the 
improvement of communication in the 
Potaro district. 

TJIE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will 
investigate the matter refen-ed to by the 
hon. member. 

The Council resumed. 

Motion put, and agreed tQ. 

SUPPl,EM�.:N'i'AR\' ESTIMATE, 1938. 
'.l'uE COLONIAL SECR.E'l'ARY: I 

beg to move :-
That this Council approves the Statement of 

Supplementary Expenditure which has occurred 
during the years 1938, and which has not been 
included in any previous schedule and now 
admitted a� a charge to public funds under 
Colonial Regulation 265 (2), which has been 
laid on the table. 

Thi;; is really a smiLll supplemontary 
estimate, hut it is necessary to lay it before 
the Council in :icconhtnce with Regulation 
265 (2). There ltre no particular items 
calling for special mention. 

Professor Dash seconded. 

The Council resolved itself iuto Com
mittee to consider the 8kttement. 
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POS'l' 0FFICE-EXTRAORDIN�RY. 

Item 6-N ew telephone switchboard for 
Transport and Harbours Department-
$45.63. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: There is no Post 
Office at Schepmoed but there is a kind of 
postal agency. I think it is over a year 
now that there has been no communiec,tion 
by telegraph or telephone between Mara 
and New Amsterdam, a distance of 25 
miles. The telephone system has been 
allowed to go out of commission because it 
is said that it did not pay, and the poles 
have begun to fall. There is no me,tns of 
communication between Mara and New 
Amsterd,1m except by launch which travels 
on -v,.r eduesdays, and the road is impassable. 
It is a scandal. Government must be told 
about these things because it seems to be 
itt, policy to save a penny and spend a 
pound. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This 
matter was raised at the annual session 
last year. The road is impassable, the 
line has broken down, the population is 
decreasing and Government feels that it is 
not profitable to in<;ur large expenditure 
which would be necessary to relay the 
line a,nd recondition the road. Govern
ment has taken up the question of wireless 
telephones with the Police. One 01· two 
wireless sets have been ordered. ·whether 
it would be possible to erect one in that 
district I ec1nnot s,1y. I do not wish the 
hon. membe1· to rega1·d that as a promis�. 
Government is trying to see if it is possi
ble to do anything for the people there at 
little cost. Government cannot incur the 
expenditure of relaying that line hlwing 
regard to the small popula,tion in the dis
trict, which I under�tand is getting smaller 
and smalle1·. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Might Government 
not close down the police station at 
Schepmoed where there are three police
men, and give the people carte blanche to 
make bush rum? Tha,t is the kind of logic 
Government uses. 

'l'he Council resumed. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

SECOND SuPPLEMI:N'l'ARY EsTI.MATE, 1939. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move:-
That, this Council approves the Second 

Schedule of Additional Provision required to 

meet expenditure in excess of the prov1s10n 
made in the Estimates and not included in the 
first schedule of additional provision for the 
year 1939, which has been laid on the table. 

The total of this supplementary estimate 
is $70,824, that is as printed. '11here are
a few items which I shall move in when 
we are in Committee, and there are one or 
two point;, to which I would like to refer. 
Unrler Agriculture the1·e is a slight change. 
It is the intention of Government to raise 
the status of the Registrar of Banks to a 
Class I. clerk, and a sum of $44 is required •. 
to give effect to that proposal. Similarly, 
under head VII., Custom;,, the ;,alary scale 
of the Inspector of Distilleries is being 
slightly increa;,ecl. Under head XII., 
Labour and Loc,Ll Government, there is an 
item of ij;822. One of the two officers 
named in the remtLrks column has been 
acting iu a poHt in which he has suffered 
fimincial loss by so doing, and naturally 
Government considers that he should be 
recompensed. With regard to the othe1· 
officer, a junior officer who has been per
forming very senior duties in that .Depart
ment owing to the absence.on leave of the 
substantive holder of the post, Government 
thinks he should be given an acting allow
ance. There i;, also an item-Overseer, 
Government Ei-;tate;,, vVest Demerara, 
i\il,200. Fo1· yem·s past that ofl:ice1· has 
been pnid from ,L block vote, and as the 
post has just become vacant Government 
think;, it should be shown separntely. The 
present holder is in receipt of a salary of 
$1,200, but at one time the salary was 
$012, and it is proposed that the new office· 
should <;MTY a salary scale of $912 x $48-
$1,200. There is therefore no change in 
that particular item, and I think hon . 
members would prefer to see it shown 
sep,imtely. 

Under head XX.-Medic�d-it is pro
po;,ed that the oilice of Government 
.M:edi<;,tl O tlicer of He,1lth should be re
designated Deputy Director of Medical 
i:lervices, and the additional amount 
required is due to the fact that the last 
holder of the post re<;ei ved a salary of 
!j\4,320 and a houi-;e allowm1ce of $480. It 
has been decided to abolish the house 
1illowance and make the salary $4,800. 

It is proposed to make a malaria survey 
and a sum. of $10,000 is required to meet 
the expenditure from J µly to the end of 
the year. Hou. meuibern will observ@ 
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from the note that the 8ugar Produce1·s' 
Association will make a contt-ibution to 
this expenditure, and the Rockefeller 
Foundation will make ,L similar contri
bution. 

Under Head XXVIU., Police, the 
salaries of the County Superintendent::; of 
Police and the Detective Superintendent 
of Police are being increased from £450-
£550 to £550-£600, ,in increa,;e of £50 
on the maximum salary. 

Under Head XLVI.,-Public Works
Extraordinarv, there is tin item of $3,500. 
It is proposed to build a Post Office in the 
Kitty district which is growing very 
rapidly, and it is considered necesimry that 
a Post Office should be established there. 

There is nlso au item of $18,000 under 
the same head. Rapid progress is being 
made with the work of draining and tllling 
Government lands, Georgetown, which 
also relieves unemployment to a c1Tb,iu 
extent, and it is hoped tlmt member;; will 
see their wa:v to ttgree to this expendit,ure. 
I will mention the other items a:, I move 
them in Committee. 

The Council resolved itself into Commit
, tee to consider the schedule. 

AGRICUL'l'UltE, 

Mr. JACOB: I w,int to make ,Lil appea,l 
to the Head of this Dep,�L"tmeut to devote 
some time to ,tn endeavour to grow crops 
so as to prevent the importation of pro
ducts ,vhich could be gL"own or manufai;
tured in this Colony. A great deal c,Ln 
be done in that direi;tion, ,ind I do sav, 
and I express the wi;;he;; of ,L large numh�r 
of people, that this Department has not 
done all tlu,t could have been clone towards 
that end. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like the 
Directot· of Agriculture to go at the hai;k 
of the Market to-morrow morning between 
S and 9 o'clouk, or even this afternoon 
between 5 and 6 o'clock and he will see the 
millions of pineapples, and ask whether 
they have come from Hawaii or the 
Demerara river. 'l'he whole City is flooded 
with pineapples, and I ask the Direc�or 
to go and see whether he has chan·4<!d his 
opinion and is now convinced that pine
i1ipples can grow here. 

EDUCA.'l'ION-SCHOOLS, INSTITUTIONS AND 
MISCELLA.N lWUS. 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of an item-Rent of 
Premises, $360. This provision is required 
to pay a 1·ental of $65 on lots 60 and 61, 
lVlain Street, for the Teachers' Training 
Centre, lecture room and hostel for women 
student&. 

Item put, anJ agreed to. 

MJc:DICAL-GovEnNMEN'r HEALTH 
DEPAU'l'MENT. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to clirevt 
attention to Ordinance 15 of 1934 and a.sk 
that sections 3, 135 and 136 receive the 
cloRest sct·utiny by those concerned with 
a view to taking ;;teps to ,1mend them, be
cause they ,u·e cre,iting hi1rdships through
out the Colony. I hope the Director will 
appreciiite that, and tlrnt he and his officl•rs 
will b1�gin to do some work. Here we 
have additional mo11ey being voted, and I 
am sorry to say that these sahiries carry 
us nowhere. It is rill s,Llaries all the time 
�ind nothing productive being done. ] 
protest against expenditure of this kind. 
The Centrnl Boiud of Health is not ftmc
tioning propedy. The Union and the 
Association with which I ,LIU connei;ted 
have been going around the whole country 
in order to suggest details and amendments 
of the OrdirnLnce to the Centrnl Board of 
Hecilth. That is verv laud,ible, but I 
1rniintain tlmt tluLt is· essentially the duty 
of Government ofl-icers who are paid to 
look after the interests of the public. It 
is well known that this Board is not oper
,iting in the interest of the m,ijority of the 
people of this Colony. There ,ire certain 
provisions whii;h apply to vilhiges ,ind not 
to other pbces. How thi:, Ordinance w,Ls 
pass.eel and lm:,; rem,�inecl on the Statute 
Book for such ,L long time I cannot under
stitnd. 

I have protc:;ted here that the Ordinance 
iH working unfairly but we have had it 
from the Dir:Petor in public that he want.-; 
to be told how hardships are being i;reated. 
I am going tn i;ite one 01· two caHes. At 
Felicity, on. the Ea:,t Coast, workers who 
have lived on the land;; for quite a number 
of years are nut allowed to repair their 
housP�. They make written applications 
to the. sanitary officers who visit the hquses 
and tell them some kind · of story which 



7�9 Motion' . LEGIBLA1'IVE COUNCIL. - SM:. ,)tl,?l, Estim,,te. 19:rn i60

they would not put in writi�g, but they 
refuse to allow them to repair or remouel 
their houses. One house which was 
erected at Sophia, which is owned by 
Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co., was 
01·dered to be tiiken down recent!\'. 
Throughout the Colony hardships are hei1;g 
created with regard to the erection of 
houses, and from the remarks made here 
the Central Board of Health is not iimire 
of them. At Lusignan I was asked to 
inspect a house which did not conform 
strictly to the provisions of the la.w. It 
was the house of a labouring mr,n who hnd 
not been properly advised. I miiintain that 
it is the duty of Government office1·s to arlviso 
the public as to what they shoulrl do, but 
the mi1jo1·ity of them think it is their duty 
to put hindrances in the way of the public. 
The man had provisions growing on the 
plot and was ordered by the Mn.gistrate to 
1·emove his house with a penalty of three 
months in jail if he did not take the house 
down. He was told that if hr did not 
obey the order he would go to jail and 
when he came out he would find his house 
somewhere else. The estate authorities 
have no land to give those people. The 
result was that the man had to live in 
anothe1· house which, if this Ordinance was 
enforced, he could be made to give up also. 
I challenge the Department to prove that 
what I have said is not coneut. 

From throughout the Colony complaints 
have come to the Association, yet Govern
ment s1,ys it is doing all it can in tho 
interest of the working m,tn. I maintain 
tha.t Government is not doing wha.t it 
should, and I :1ppeal to officers who are 
getting handsome salaries to make up their 
minds to do some work which would be of 
benefit to the working man in this country. 
I was glad to hear that a contribution 
would be made to the cost of the malaria 
survey by the Sugar Producers' Associa
tion iind the Rockefeller Foundation. 
,vhile we appreciate that I wm1t to by 
stress on the fact that it is ci liabilitv on 
the estate authorities and not an act of 
generosity. If the tariffs of this Colony 
were amended and certain things done . 
there would be far more revenue coming 
to the Colony than these generous offers. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I think the hon. 
member has ventilated a real grievance. 
In order that hon. members should be fully 
at:qua.inted with the position I will ask 

thoro to a.Bow roe to read section 136 (1) 
of Ordinance 15 of 1934. I.t says:-

N o building shall be erected, altered or en
larged by any person without the previous 
approval in writing of the local sanitary 
authority. 

Thu worrl " huildin�" iR defined in the 
sa.me Orrli1mncP as including any house, 
kitchen, storeroom, ga1"1tge or other out
house, or part thereof being part of prem
ises, whethel' permanent or temporary. 
The sitmltion exists that if there is an 
existin� building-ancl there have been 
cases in court-and the owner wishes to 
substitute fol' its covering galvanized zinc 
instl'a,d of troolie ht• is not allowed to do 
so unless Im ha.s obtained the previous 
approval of the local sauitary authority. 
'.l'hat approval is never given. It is con
tended bv the Central Boaru authorities 
that untii a building has been erected on 
an approved site they would not give 
approval of any enlargement, alteration or 
improvement in the living conditions of 
those who live in buildings situated as the 
buildings to which the hon. member has 
referred. '.l'he sole question for the con
sideration of Government is whether that 
Or<lim111ce was ever intended to be retro
spective. In my view it never was. If it 
is intended to have that u.uthority then the 
logical sequence would be for the sanitary 
authorities to pursue at once a system 
whereby every building which is not on an 
approved building site should be removed. 
It is anything but humi1nity to reject an 
appeal fot· improvement of living condi
tions u.nd then follow it up with prosecu
tion, bec,,use not only is ,tpproval with
held but prosecution follows, and. the 
only Ol'der a Mu.gistrate can make is for 
the demolition of the building. Your 
Excellency is peculi>idy acquainted with 
those conditions; thry existed when you 
left here to go to Barbauos. You cannot 
plead ignorance of them. There has been 
an attempt to compromise where a build
ing is situated on an estate. I know of 
cases of buildings on sugar estates which, 
on the intervention of the estate proprie
tors were allowed to remain. In other 
words the authorities wi11ked at those 
cases. A very serious condition of things 
will be created. 

Mr. JACOB: It has been occurring all 
these years. 

. ¾· ,voOLFO�:P: 'rhe ho11, m�mber 
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has discovered that when I speak I rlo so 
with inac<.:ut·acy. (laught.ir). I am speak
ing of occurrences which have only taken 
place since 1934; they ha.d not been in 
existence at any other time. I know what 
I am talking ,Lbout. Those conditions 
have always existed. The point is that no 
prosecution has taken place since the 
introduction of that Ordinance. It is 
only a late activity on the part of the 
Central Boal'cl of Health. I agree with 
them that if a new building is to be erected 
it roust be erected on an appi·oved building 
site, but you cannot have that sort of thing 
in a Colony like thi8 when� nine-tenths of 
the village population ,ire living where 
there are no approved building sites. I 
would support any kind of revolt against 
conditions of that sort. There is :Ln 
opportunity for the hon. member to use 
his influence with his Association to put a 
period to those prosecutions of innocent 
people who are really being done a very 
grave wrong by• being prosecuted. I ask 
you, sir, to direct-it is quite a simple 
matter-that no prosecution should ensue 
in cases of that kind, and that in the case 
of existing buildings permission should be 
given for any improvement of the existing 
conditions. If people wish to live in 
insanitary surroundings, and having been 
warned they still continue to do so, while 
I do not agree with the view that they 
should suffer any kind of immunity I main
tain that there is nowhere else for them to 
60. If you are trying to improve s,mi
t,11·y conditions you must fLlso admit that 
the economic conditions of people like 
those do not admit of any improvement. 
Until there can be evacuation of those 
spots to healthier building sites I do iisk 
in the name of humn.nity that those people 
should not be persecuted in this way. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: One can genuinely 
agree with the manner in which the matter 
has been put forward by the hon. member 
for New Amsterdam (Mr. ·vloolford). It 
places an entirely different complexion on 
whnt the hon. member said and on what 
tlw hon. member for North vVestern 
Di::;trict (Mr. Jacob) has said on the sub
ject. I can speak with ::;ome a.uthority on 
the subject. I happen to be, fortunately 
or unfortuna.tely, a member of the Central 
Board of Health which uame in for scath
ing criticism by the hon. member for 
North Western District. I would like to 
ask what is the position of a Board wpich 

is faced with an Ordinauce, section 136 of 
which clem·ly state::; that no building shall 
be erected or altered without the previous 
approval in writing of the local authority? 
A definite statutory obligation is imposed 
on the Board for the carrying out of public 
health work. 

Mr. JACOB: I think the hon. member 
was a member of the Council and must 
know how the Ordinance was paHsetl, and 
that 11n undertnking was given by the then 
President. 

Mr. D.i'� AGUIAR: I had not forgotten; 
I was going to leave it at that. My 
memory goes even further back. When 
the Public Health Bill was first intro
duced in this Council it was thrown out, 
and it was not until 1934 that it finally 
met approval and Government undertook 
that certain leniency would be exercised. 
How long are we to allow leniency to be 
exercised ? If the hon. member had based 
his point on that principle he would have 
obtained not only my support but the 
support of every other member of the 
Council. 

The Council resumed and adjourned for 
the luncheon recess until 2 p.m. 

2. p.m.-

Mr. DE AGUIAR: When the Council
adjourned I was iindeavouring to point out 
the statutory obligations that are imposed 
on the Central Board of HPa.lth in order 
to carry out its functions as enacted in 
sections 135 and 136 of the Public Health 
Ordinance. vVhilo it is true to sav that 
the application of those two sectio.ns will 
undoubtedly create some h11rdship, it would 
not be conect to say th1it an effort is not 
being made to cany out the work propedy 
and efficiently. A8 n member of the 
Central Board of Health I uan state quite 
emphatic,Llly that the Bonn\ and its officers 
endeavour at all time8 to do all they can to 
assist the people. It rloes not follo�v, how
ever, th,it certain amPudments cannot be 
made to the section8 as they stand. The 
question this Government will have to bear 
in mind is how long must it bfl expected 
to perpetuate what we all know is not the 
bflst thing in the interest of public health? 
Th�Lt is the question I would like hon. 
members of the Council to consider. I do 
not wish it·to appear that I am in any 
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sense against any amendment which would 
afford that measure of relief to those people 
who wish to put their houses in order. I 
do know tha,t iu some cases certain 
hardship was created, when applications 
wern made for )JCl'Lilission to carry out cer
t.ain structurnl alterntions to buildings and 
could not be granted ,u; those alte1·ations 
would not be in strict conformity with the 
lnw. �ome of the h,trdship cre;ted would 
appear to be very slight, but nevertheless 
the whole trouble hinges on what is good 
in public health matters and what is not. 

Perl1.1ps those hon. members who spoke 
against the Centrnl Board of Health this 
morning are not aware of the work tha,t is 
being done by that Borly. I have in my 
hand the agenda of the next meeting of the 
Board. It is n very small agenda, but 
even in it there are apvlic<1tions in respect 
of some 720 odd buildings to be repaired 
or renontted or built in various parts of 
the Colony. "'hen the first Bill was 
introduced it, was referred back in Com
mittee, and when it was passed in 1934 we 
all agreed that it was the best thing to be 
aimed at, but for some reason or another
some of it I am inclined to think were 
purely economic-it was agreed that cer
tain releases should be given here and 
there. I am entirely in sympathy with 
those who want to carry out certain struc
tural alterations to their buildings, but at 
the same time when granting such appli
cations one has to titke into consideration 
the effect it would have on public health 
generally. 

Lest it lie understood that there is any 
discrimination in the consideration of 
applications-I think the rema1·k was made 
th,tt in some cases influence was brought 
to he,u·-I would like to mention this: I 
do not think any more capeful scrutiny 
could be carried out in respect of build
ings on sugar estates than is being done 
at present by the Central Board of Health. 
\\-e meet on the Board and go into the 
plans, seeing that proper drainage, ingress 
imd egress m·e all properly provided for 
on those plans, and it is not true to say 
that at any time influence has been brought 
to bear upon the members of the Central 
Board of Health in respect of applications. 
I do not think I can speak too strongly on 
that point. I am one of those members of 
the Board who exercise very careful 
s1,;rutiny when au application comes up for 

the erection of a new building. The hon. 
Director of .iVIedical Services can support 
my statement. I look on that as a very 
responsible duty, because I ha.,e every 
reg,trd for public health matters. I feel 
sure that hon. members will support the 
Board's :i.ction in dealing with these appli
cations, hut at the same time I ,Lm in sym
pathy with some of the remarks made. It 
would be better if hon. members got to
gether and rlevised some mean11 whereby 
further leniency might be exercised in the 
application of public health measures. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: There can be 
no doubt that the Public Health Ordinance 
has c.:reated a hardship in some rural dis
tricts, but I think-if I remember cor
rectly the point made by the hon. member 
for New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford)-the 
legtLl view is that the Orclin:i.nce is not 
retrospective in its effect. On that point, 
I thin1:, this Council would be grat.eful to 
the hon. and learned Attorney-Geneml for 
his opinion. If that be the case, I think 
a lot of the embarrassment which these 
people suffer would be eliminated. The 
hon. member for Central Demerara (Mr. 
De Aguiar) asked how long must the old 
conditions continue, but ended up by say
ing that when the Bill was introduced in 
this Council Government was asked not to 
enforce it right away owing to economic 
reasons. To that I say he has answered 
himself. I think it would last as long as 
there is this economic depression through
out the Colony. I think, if the economic 
conditions wer·e improved all would be 
well, as the people would much prefer to 
live in better sanitary surroundings. 

80 far as public health is concerned, I 
doubt very much whether the enforcement 
of the law affecting repairs to dilapidated 
buildings has not done more injury to the 
health of the occupants of those buildings 
by preventing them from doing the neces
sary repairs. I happen to know that in 
many cases the occupants of houses have 
been exposed to the effects of the weather 
through not being able to effect repairs. 
Can that be said to be in the best interest 
of public health ? In other instances in my 
personal knowledge, a family having grown 
their house became too small to accommo
date them, but they could not obtain per
mission to enlarge their house and so had 
to remain congested in that small house. 
Is that in the best interest of public 
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health ? The important question to be 
decided, which may eliminate a lot of 
the difficulties, is whether the Ordinance is 

· retrospective or not in its effect.

Dr. SINGH: I do not wish to prolong 
this debate. This subject has becu before 
this Council on more thn,n onf' occasion 
and has been fully deb,tted. I lwliern thfLt 
a.t the end of the last debate au undert,tking 
was given that Government would take a 
lenient view of the whole situation. There 
is a hardship created where old buildings 
are concerned, and I believe if Government 
can make the law a bit elastic that will 
me_et the needs of the people. This hard
ship can be seen everywhere. Daily com
plaints are being received, and J think 
Government should see its wav not to 
perpetuate this hardship. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: This Bill rloC's not 
'\Vant any leniency. Hon. me01hP1·� who 
were present when it was passed iu 193-l 
will remember that it was hurriHdly brought 
into this Council. That was before the 
late Surgeon General, who is something 
ehe now, left the Colony. In doing that 
the Bill was not a work of art but ,t hotch
potch. A part of it was obtained froru 
Nigeria, a part from Nyasa.land, ,t part 
£rom Trinidad, and a part from J am11,ica 
with a few patches here and there from the 
Local Government Ordinance . of this 
Colony. When it came before this Council 
it was subjected to such treatment by me 
and the late hon. elected member, Mr. 
Crane, that Government withdrew the 
whole Bill and said it would be remodelled. 
A Bill made for Nigeria cannot be taken 
up and planted in British Guiana, but tha.t 
was done. When the Bill was brought 
back before this Council several chapters 
were left out. 

It was never the intention of the Legis
lative Council that this Ordinance should 
apply to the settled communities, like 
Buxton and the other vilhtges of this 
Colony, but it is now being made applica
ble to those places. Im,Lgine a villager of 
Bu..xton being told that he cannot erect a 
new hou1;te on his land because it has not 
been laid out ,originally for building pur
poses. That was intended for new districts 
like the front lands of sugar estates, where 
there had never been buildings before and 
where the people should not be allowed to 
ouild helter-skelter over the placc,, so that 

the site of one man's latrine would be that 
of the other man's kitchen or drawing
room. The Central Board of Health, 
however, has ma.de this section of the 
Ordinance, which i8 intenclerl to be applied 
to entirely new dist.rict,s, npplicable to old 
dist.ricts. 

There was 1-1 \';1st> iu point before 11, 

M:igistrntc. ..-\ man's house was in a. ban 
st.at.(l of disrcpai r and was pr:tcticall_v fall 
ing dow-n on him. He applied to the 
Centrnl Board of Health for permission 
to rebuild hi� house. and \\"aH told tlrn.t it 
could not be gr:111tcrl. �-\ fter a long inter
val he asked tu be allowecl to repair the 
house and wits refused. Tho man, how
ever, repairC'd his house and was summoned 
before the Ma�i:;trntc for doing so. Your 
Ex<:ellency, tlmt nmn rntained me to 
defend him, :ind I summoned as witnesses 
the Clminnau all(! a Councillor of the 
Loc;il .r\uthol'itv 11f his rlistrid, and also 
the Vill,tge Ch;•r:;�•<'r. 'L'h1->y all testified 
that thf' ,rrnn\ Ii ousP "·a:; iu a h1id state of 
disrepair a11d tlu• l'eutrnl Bo1wd of Hca,lth 
ha.cl refused his applic:itions for permis
sion to put it in order. The Magistrate 
rightly asked if the man was to allow the 
house to fall down on his head, and the 
Sanitary In�pe<:tor who was prosecuting 
had to admit th:tt what the Chairman and 
Councillor of tlw District had said wa8 
correct. Tlw :Magistrate reprimanded and 
discharged th,• man. Tho applic,ttion of 
that section �o old communities is creat
ing ,L great lmrdHhip, arnl tlw ::;anitar_v 
Tnspectors cannot rlPf Pnd the si tun.ti on a8 
they havP t'P<;!'in·d onl<'rn from tJin Board 
not to gi.ve pPr1uisHiun t,u clu :w_v rPpair� t,o 
old buildings. 

Take a,notht•r 1·a:;1•. Tn the samf' Ordi-
nfl.nce then• is a St'ction which says a man 
must not build J1f':1re1· Limn four or six 
feet fron.1 ti,,• Pad of :L lot. ·when tht> 
Ordimtnce w,LS !wing passed, I pointed out 
that on the v\-\·st, mid Eotst Co,tst, Berbice, 
the width of a m1tn's laud is only eighteen 
feet--a rod ttnd a half--and if you take 
out six foet on ont1 sidP t,nd six fct>t on the 
other side what can hll build on tlw 
remaining i;pace b�t ti pen. In spite of 
thitt, the seution 8till rem,Lins in the Ordi
nance and ii; being applied when the people 
want to build on their land. It is a 
hardship which cannot be remedied and 
which shows that the Ordinancf' was never 
meant to hf' applied to those plncC's that, 
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have been all'eady settled 0l' occupied. l 
well remember the Medical Officer of 
Health going to a place on the Corentyne 
Coast and actually telling the people tha,t 
they should enter into contl'acts with each 
othel' so that thev could build ovel' one 
another's land in °o!'der to comply with the 
section. That is ignora,nce over-running 
itself. Because the Ordimtuce is there and 
these sections are there, you find people 
coming here and saying : " vVhat is the 
Boa,rd to do? The htw is there ,mrl must 
he enforced." You muHt 1�nforci> the law 
and create a lm1·d�hip, whieh it was never 
intended th,tt the law should creat,e. \Vhat 
is required i� that the Urdinanee ue not 
ttpplied where it is fouud to create a h,u·d
ship. ::luch a bw does not suit conditions 
such as do exist in this Colony. Take 
New Amsterd,tm, which is an Urban Sani
tary District: AL'e you going to go over 
the old lots and re-lot tht0m so its to per
mit a man to build on a rmrticular lot or 
to repair his house• on that lot ? Even 
repairs ar1-• not a,llow,�d under the Ordi
nm1ee. Youl' roof has .�mw b:.ul, and 
though _\·Ou do uut want tn ine1·L•ase it hy 
n,11 inch 1·ou iLl'P uot allnw,·d und101· tltu 

Ordinanc� to repair it. 

Your ]:i;xcellPrwy, I kno11· certain lawyers 
who the moment they begin to plea.d the C,tse 
is lost. I do not Ray that is the case with 
my friend, the hon: member for North 
vyestern District (.Mr. J,tcob). He is 
known to have called "\Volf" when no 
wolf was there, but in this case there is ,L 
real wolf r"'vaging the iinck. I think 
Govemment shoulrl instruct the Board to 
stop this thing. It is a t·eal annoyancP. 
A man is kuown to h,Lve waited eighteen 
months for pt-'t·mission to do repairs to his 
hous1!, ftnil b1-•cauHe the' distriet; has ncJt 
bPeu laid out fo1· building purposes it w,ts 
not granted. That wa,s never intended. 
In Nigeri,t or some other places ,,.here the 
people build tlu-'il' houses helter-skelter, 
without any proper order, such a law is 
made to prevent tlt,it. But that is not the 
case in this country. The front lands of 
the sugar r,states which were origina,lly 
pasture lands are now being liLid out for 
building purposes, and it is for sueh uases 
that the law is intended. It was never in
tended that the law �houlrl be applied to 
long-estnhlished phtces, rmd its enfor1.:ement 
has certainly createt.l a great hnt'dshi p. 

I do not agree with my hon. friend (Mr. 
Jacob) on one point. The estate authori-

ties itre not allowed themselves to build 
on their lands until they have been laid 
out for building purposes. It is not fair 
for them to allow any individual to build 
thereon and hiLve as an excuse that he has 
nowhere else to put his house. If a man 
has a house on the front lands of anybody's 
estate and that somebody is not allowed 
himself to build thereon unless the land 
has been laid out for building purposes, I 
do not think that m,in can claim the right 
to build there because he has nowhere else 
to go a,nd build. He should not be allowed 
to build thl'l'e. If the owner is not strong, 
enough to put him off the land, then some
body else should do i;o. That has been 
goi1ig on �ince 1934-the time the Bill 
came into operation-and I think it is 
Government's bounden duty not to allow it 
to continue. 

Mr. JACOB: I think I must reply to 
one ot· two points which have been raised, 
so that those who will reply on behalf 
of GovP1·nment will be able to answer 
wlmt ] sav. As usual we have heard our 
two ho11. £1.'iends, who have just spoken and 
who are lmrdly properly informed, con
tinuing to make erroneous statements to 
this Council. The hon. member for New 
Amsterdam, (Mr. ,v oolford) who I am 
sony is not here, referred to the fact that 
he is verv much older than I am and is 
able to ad,;ise me. In reply to that I say, 
this is ,t model·n age in which we are liv

ing iLncl we soon forget the ancient after a 
while. He suggested that no prosecution 
should be encouraged or ,carried out 
against these unfortunate people. I would 
like a, definite pt·onouncement from Gov
emment on that point. The hon. member 
for New Amsterdam is a King's Counsel, 
and of course is one of the present advisers 
of this Government. If he CiLn get up in 
this Council and tell us that a law in the 
8tatute Book should not be enforced, then 
we will soon find ourselves in a pretty 
position. Govemment has been cornered 
to-day in this matter, iLnd one of its 
advisers tells us : "Oh no, we can sus
pend prosecution." Let all prosecutions 
under all our laws be suspended and we 
will hiive a very sorry state of affairs. 
The plain fact is that the Ordinance should 
bu amendt•d imd that immediately. Gov
ernment can pass legislation within a few 
hours, but takes years to amend it. 4,.11 
the hon. members who have spoken have 
decliLred that every year the matter comes 
up, 
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·we also have the hon. L>irector of
Medical Services-I do not blame him
writing to a Trade Union with which I am 
associated : " I am not going to agree to 
a.ny suggestion tlrnt will impede public 
health progress." "\Ve h,tve had it stated 
here very clearly that what is going on is 
impeding public health progress, and yet 
we are told nothing will be clone to impede 
public health progress. But that is a state 
of affairs that you find existing in British 
Guiana. I would suggest that Government 
correspondence should not be written in 
the personal singular, " T," but in the 
plural " \VP." 111 thttt case the hon. mem
ber for Centra,l Demerarn (Mr. De Aguiar) 
will hare some responsibility in · the 
matter. As a member of the Central 
Board of Health, he says that eve1·y 
application is carefully scrutinized. May 
I be informed if the applicatfon for the 
erection of the Police Station at Parika 
was carefully serutinized, and it was seen 
that the ln.nd had been hticl out in accord
ance with this Ordinance? JVfay I enquire 
also if the .Poli1.:e Station at Den Amstel 
was ered,ed un lauds laid out i11 aceord
ance with this Law? .M .uy T enqui1·e abo if 
the house of t,he :Oistt·ict Superintendent 
of Police at Leonora ha;; been erecred ou 
lands laid out in accordltnce with this 
Ordinance? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Some of those build
ings had been erected before this 01·diuance 
came into forcP. 

:M.r. JACOB: Perhaps tlmt is another 
defende1· of Government's action speaking? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: No; hut I am stating 
the truth. 

Mr. JACOB: I stated this morning that 
the situation wu have here is most 
demo1·alizing and prevents progress in this 
Colony. If any evidence is wanted in sup
port of that, the hon. member for Deru
erani-Essequebo (DI'. Singh) snpJ.Jlied it 
this morning. I can talk on this matter 
for a considerable ti l.tlP. but will not, a� T 
think I ha.,,e sho"·n that ,1 great hal'dship 
is created. I hope that it will be adjusted 
and very shortly too. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I have risen not 
to prolong the agony but to say one or 
two things with regard to the Central 
Board of Health, of which I happened to 
have been a member Ulltil last Decemb!,lr. 

It i� correct to say that the work done by 
that Board during the time I ,vas on it 
was not carried out in a slipshod manner 
as may be considered. Matters brought 
before the Board were carefully investi
gated. A good many of the new houses 
erected on sugar estates on the East Coast 
Demerara dul'ing the last year or two 
have been the result of plans sublllitted to 
that Board, and I can assure hon. members 
and those who are in doubt, that they were 
not just brought to the :Board aml as they 
belonged to Pin. 80-anrl-So were passed. 
They wel'e fully i1westigated. I know 
certain plans had been refel'l'erl back three 
times befol'e they were finallv ttppl'oved lJy 
the Board. I mention that so as to show 
that it is not a question of CHrtain people 
getting what they want right a.way. 

"\Vith regard to the question of the plan�, 
it has been consi<lel'ed more than once by 
the Board as to whethel' it haJ power to 
do anything which was not provided under 
the Ordinance. As far as 1 can !'ernember, 
advice was obtai11od on that point by the 
Board to the effect that the law, as it 
stood then and still is, required those 
things. If a great hardship is created
and in one or two inst-,\JH:e;i it has 
occurred-it i8 a matter which hon. mem
bers may conside1·. There are also a few 
other snags in the Ordinance which, per
haps, may well be considered, but that is 
a matte1· which can engage the attention 
of a committee and be put right. 

1 quite appreciate with the hon. member 
for North Western District (:Nlr. Jacob) 
the difficulties the poor people are experi
encing, but one has to consider-to use his 
own words-we arn living in a modern itge, 
a progressive age, rrnd therefore everything 
in the interest of public health should 
receive first consideration. If there is 
hardship-and there must be hardship in 
the introduction of e\·erY new measure for 
improvemPnt 011 the �lrl-it can be gone 
into. The hon. member for Berbice Hivrr 
(Mr. Eleazar) n·ferred to t,he first Bill 
which was brought to this Council, and 
knowing how he al ll'a �-H refers to old storieR 
-and funny ones at that--I was n. bit dis
appointed that he <lid not mention that
one of the strong objections at that time
was even made the subject of a newspnper
cartoon. Under that Bill if vou wanted to
kill a rooster, you had to ta:ke it to the
abattoir. The definition was not complete
el}ough to a,llow of the exemption. '.!.'lrnt
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was put right in the new Bill. which "·a� 
brought forward with the exclusion of 
that trouble. I have only mentioned that 
as a passing remark. I would like hon. 
members, who are not on the Central 
Board of Health and do not, perhaps, 
know the working of the Board, to under
stand that every ca1·e is P.Xen;ised in deal
ing with all matters before it. 

TrrE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: With 
respect to one of the two sections which 
have been the subject of criticism, T would 
like to make some obset'vations which, 
perhaps, a.re rnther late. The two sec
tions to which I refer are 135 and 1:36 of 
the Public Health Ot'dinance, and mv 
remarks are directed to section 136. on·e 
hon. member seems to think the substance 
of that section has been an importation 
from foreign countries. J may assul'e him 
that the dit'ect contl'ary is the position. 
The fit-st subsection of section 136 
reads:-

No building shall be erected, altered or 
enlarged by any person without the previous 
approval in writing of the local sanitary 
authority. 

As far back rLs 19ll certain Di�trict 
By-laws wore made, and By-law 35 rea.ds 
as follows :-

No building shall be erected or no building 
enlarged on township lot without permission 
from the local authority. 

The loca,l sanitary authority under the 
Public Health 01·clinance happens to be 
the local authoritv, so that the difference 
in wording between" this section and the 
By-law is merely the insertion of the 
word " altered " in the Ordinance. There 
is absolutely nothing new in so far as that 
section is concerned, as the provision has 
been in the Statute Books since 1911 and 
action taken on it, and u.s regards the 
provision referred to by the hon. member 
for Berbice River (Mr. li:leazar) relative 
to the distance within which ,L building 
should be erected on a lot, that is also fully 
set out in the said Hy-h•ws. 

·with rega1·d to the question asked by
the hon. member for Western Berbice 
(Mr. Peer Bacchus) as to the effect of the 
section, there is no question of a retro
spective effect arising, as the wording of 
the section is very clear. It says : "No 
building shall be erected, altered or 
enlarged." There can be no alteration or 
enlargement unless the building is actually 
�?.- existence, The section applies to 

buildings in existence at the commence
ment of the Ordinance. In the same way 
the By-law refers to buildings in existence 
in 1911. With respect to section 135, I 
shall not deal with that. 

Mr. JACOB: May I raise 1L point which 
I tLOl not ,;ure about? The section says : 
"No building shall be orcctod, altered or 
enlarged." Does that mean a building 
cannot be repaired, such as taking off the 
roof and putting another with new materi
als in its place'? Objections have been 
raised to that, and permission is not being 
granted even to the t.1king down of a wall 
11n<l replacing another of new materials. 
I have discussed it with some sanitary 
officers, and while one agreed that permis
sion cannot be withheld, the othe1· said it 
can be. I would like to get an explana
tion on that point. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: (Director of Medi
cal Services) : I would like to reply briefly 
to the various remarks made. I think 
there is no <loubt from what I heard to-day 

that there is !L general concern amongst 
hon. members as to thl' operation of these 
two controversial sections of the Public 
Health Ordinance. I must say that I was 
very much impressed by the remarks of the 
hon. membe1· for New Amsterdam, who in 
his own inimitable way offered some very 
interesting criticisms of those sections. I 
am also· very grateful for the remarks 
made by the hon .. member for Central 
Demerara, who has put the situation very 
clearly indeed and in fact t·eplied a great 
deal better than I can. 

Legislation of this nature is operative in 
most countries ; there is no doubt about 
that. It is aimed at improving health 
conditions-housing and town planning in 
rural areas. In most countries where I 
have been, there is legislation of this kind 
operating very well indeed, but here in 
British Gui�m.1, we have different problems. 
We han· the awfully c.lifticult problem of 
drninage, laying out and partitioning 
schemes, many of which at the moment are 
in a chaotic condition. Perhaps these two 
sections are tL little too advanced at the 
moment fot· the present state of this coun
try, but at tho sa.me time, however, you 
must have sanitary progress; you cannot 
stand still. He1·e you have people living 
in houses under very insanitary conditions. 
Are you going to allow those houses to be 
;repaired and to remain in those conditions 
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forever'? We cannot allow those conditions 
to continue. The position is far more 
serious than the ordinary man in the street 
may think. It is a very big economic 
question, and the whole thing is wrapped 
up with new land settlement and housing 
schemes fol' the poorer classes of this 
Colony. 

I feel that hon. members in vo1cmg 
criticism of these sections have omitted to 
refer to an amendment t.o this pu.rticular 
section of the Ordinance, which was passed 
by the Legislative Council in Wfay last 
year. 'l'hlit ameudrnent 8lWS :-

The Governor in Council may by Order pub
lished in the Gazette, exclude from operation 
all or any of the provisions of Part XII of this 
Ordinance and any regulation made there
under, other than any right of appeal therein 
contained, in respect of any area defined in the 
Order and may revoke or vary any such Order 

That allows ti certa,in amount uf l,iti -
tude. At the moment the Board is con -
sidering that certain a.1·eas in 13erbice, f 
think, should be excluded from tlH' terms 
of this section for the same reasons hon. 
members have raised to-day. Unfortun
ately we cannot apply that throughout the 
Colony, as that would be a retl'Ograde step. 
I do not know that I would like to answer 
every detailed point raised. It seems that 
hon. members have raised a very big ques
tion, and I think the best thing to do, if I 
am given permission to do so, is to give 
hon. members the assurance that I will 
consider with the Central Board of Health 
these two sections of the Ordinance and 
see if we can find a way out to reduce the 
hardship by introducing some constructive 
amendments to the Ordinance which will 
allow for a, stanclal'd of sanitary pl'ogres� 
and at the stime time not causl' so much 
hardship. 

As the hon. membel' for Georgetown 
South has said, you cannot make s,mitary 
progress without causing some h:tl'dship 
hel'e and there and expenditure of money. 
Sanitary progress means ,L certain amount 
of hardship um! expenditure of money, but 
I do feel that there seems tu be, from what 
hon. members luwe said, lL definite hal'tl
ship being inflicted in this country by the 
legislation. If I am allowed to take the 
matter to the Central Board of Health, I 
give the assurance that if it is possible to 
make suitable amendments I would do so. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Attorney
General's explanation does not carry the 

matter any farther. That is the reason 
why wo are where we a1·e to-day. No one 
objects to making application to the local 
sanitary ,tuthority for permission, but 
what I _am saying is tlutt the local sanitary 
authority will not give consent at all be
cause the hind, tlrny say, has not been laid 
out origina,ll_v for building purposes. It 
does not matte!' whether all the requit-e
ments have bet!n complied with, the 
authority will not gl'ant the application 
beciwse the plae;e lmH not been laid out for 
huildiug pu1·poses. It me,ms tlmt the 
whole of Huxto11 villa.ge has to he l:tid out 
afresh so to makt· it possible fnr a villager 
to obtain peru1ission eveu tu rP.pair the 
roof of his house. The law WltS never 
intended to be applied to such places. 
The people in the vifoLges heve been apply
ing for permission to build or repair their 
houses all these years and are still doing it, 
but do not get 1:mch permission 110,v. 

.Mr. ,JAC0
1
3: I haw looker! ,it Ordi-

. nance No. 17 uf 1938 which was refe.,,..,,t 
to by t.l1e hon. Dirnctor of i\1.erlical Her
vices, an<l [ aru wonu.Hriug why othe1· 
necessary ammulments were not put through 
then. But that c,u-ries us no farther, and 
I am hoping that from the ai..surance 
given something will be done and that 
very promptly. I am also hoping to sec 
that sanitarv officers do not hinder the 
people in re1;airing their houses, that the 
people are granted permission to remove a 
roof and replace it with new materials, 
and that all difficulties are removed and 
differences settled. I know of dozens of 
C!LSes in which real luurlship was crnated 
by these sections on tlrn East Coast., 
Dewern.rn,, am] I think if the hon. Di1·ectoi· 
of Medic,Ll Services enquires of his officers 
lie will find out tluit what I am saying is 
absolutdy con·Pct. My objPct has been 
:ichievecl here to-day, and I do want to 
assurn UH• hon. Dirnctor of J.Ylcdica.l i:ler
vit:es that there is nothing persona.I in 
what l have said. All I want is that 
officers of Government do wlmt is expected 
of them Ly the rntep,tyei·s. 

Tm; C.HAlH.MAN: T would like to 
add to wlu1t the hon. Directoi· of Medical 
Services has said. .He has given the assur
ance that he will go into these two sections 
and see whether anything can be done 
to reduce the hardship complained of. 
Although he will do that, there will how
ever, still be hardships. You cannot ex-
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pect to have any legislatio:g of thi8 sort 
without hardship of some sort. I have 
seen a similar Ordinance in operation in 
two other countries, and in every case 
there have been COlllph1ints of · hard
ship, which we who ,Ldminst.ered the 
Ordinance knew exist�!rl liut ,w could nut 
nmkc PXC<•pt.ions without multipl_ring from 
t,hn effect of tlw O1·di11a11ee. If we 11re to 
kwe an�, progress at all in housi11g and 
sanitary conditions, wr. must have rc,gub
tionH governing tlw building of houses. 
There l:f1fl be no indi8\!riminatH erecting 
and rep,1iring of hou�es. 

The hon. Director of .Medict1l .:,ervices 
will give 11ttention to cPrt,1in aspecti,, of thlil 
case tlmt m,w enable him to allow some 
people, who lmn· not bef'n given permission 
so far, to go ahe11d with t.he builcling of 
their houses, but; it cannot h<e expected that 
there is going to b,-1 ,111y genernl ,wcept
fL!lce of the propu�al put forward here 
to-<fay, that the- peo]'lu should be ,dluwed 
to repair or add to their houses without 
any control at all. .[ want that to he very 
clear. 

Item l(1t)-Deput,_v .Diredor of Medical 
Services, $310. 

:Mr. ELEAZAR : I see from the 
e�planatory remarks that the house allow
ance of $480 per annum is to be attached 
to the salary of this officer. As �. house 
allowance, the officel' will not get a pen
sion on the amount, hut if it is atb1ched to 
his salary wh;,11 tlHs ti rU<· \!Omcs for the 
computation of his p,·nsion it will he takrm 
into account. b Guvernrmmt, elmnging 
the oltl order of thing� ? This waH not 
dour b_,· a\!l:ident; lmt l.iy design. 'T'he 
person who has put. it there, must lrnve 
known th«t it iH a,n ;.tternpt to get, this 
oflicer's pension computer! on his house 
allowance n,s well, which was never in
tended to be, \\1hen l:ases of this sort are 
put before this Council members must 
begin to question everything. 

Mr. JACOB : I ,LID hoping to hear some 
explanation and would like to take this 
opportunity to state, tlu1t when discussing 
this Ordinance to-day I particularly 
referred to section 136. I want it to be 
clearly understood that I am not in any 
way a party to impeding public health 
progress. Your Excellency made a pro-• 
nouncement that that will not be ,illowed, 

T want to i,,ay that I am no party to it, 
and all that I am asking foris that a man 
who has a house on a particular plot of 
land should be given an opportunity to 
repair that house and even to enlarge it if 
needs be. If it is the intention of Govern-
1.uent not to allow people to enlarge their
house8 01· to repair them because of the
unsuitahility of the land, then it is equally
the dut,· of G o,·ermuPnt to find suitable
land ne,;rbv for them to e1·ect their houses
011, I l:ILl;not imagine Government shirk
ing its reponsibility in this way. 

I du not want to stress <.:ases of victim
isation, but only to urge that when Govern-
1.nent is going to close the door one way it 
must open the door ,mother way. I£ that is 
not the intention of Government I shall have 
to protest as vehemently ,ts I possibly can. 
'fhat is what is cnmting the hardship. A 
man is told he \!,tn neither repair nor 
rebuild his house because the site is not 
suitable, but he is not told where to go 
m1d get 8Uit11ble land on which to put his 
house. It is e8sentially the duty of Gov
ernment ur of some authority to provide 
such land. Reference has been made to 
land settlement and drninage schemes, but 
all these things must be done first. Until 
you can provide suitable land for the 
people to build their houses on, it is 
distinctly unfair to prevent them £roll). 
rebuilding onthe lands they occupy, 

TaE COLONIAL SECBETARY: When 
I moved the motion I drew special atten
tion to this particular item. The hon. 
member for Berbice Rive1· was perfectly 
co1Tect when he said tl'iat Gove1·nment 
purposely increased the salary of the 
otlicer by adding to it the house allowance .. 
It was felt bv Government that the sala.rv 
of the Deputy Director of M.edical Se;
vices should be $4,800 withqµt house 
allowa,nce. It is not that Government 
has overlooked the fa\!t that the additional 
£100 per annum will become pensionable. 
It was purposely done by Government. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : You will not have to 
pay any pension on it if it is house allow
ance. The officer will still be receiving · 
the additional £100 i£ given as house 
allowance. A ro�e called by any other 
name smells just as sweet. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Item :l5-Representation at New York 
\Vorld's Fair, $600. 
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tHE COLONI.A.L SECRETARY: I 
·xn.6ve the insertion 0£ this sub-head
·« E,epresentation at New York World's
Fa'i.r $600." It is considered desira.ble
that there should be some one at this F11ir
to give answers to questions about this
Colony, to do all that is possible to bring
to the notice of people attending the Fair
the existence of British Guiana, and to
advise them to see it. It is considered
that the officer, who would be there for
about six months, should be rernunera.ted
at the rate of $100 per month.

Mr. GONSALVES: I take it that Gov
ernment will be getting a report from that 
gentleman, as to what are our prospects 
from such representation rLt the Fair. I 
would like to hear some more details. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to know what 
we are going to ,Ldvertise at the Fair. 
I am not in favour of spending this money 
in useless advertisement. The progress of 
the whole country is held up on account of 
the visit of the Royal Commisi:!ion, and I

do not think it would be well to spend 
$600 in that direction. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I think this sugges
tion was put forward by the Tourist 
Bureau after very mature consideration. 
The officer to whom it is proposed to pay 
this amount has been doing extremely 
good work. N otwithst,Lnding what anyone 
may say to the contrar,\·, I certainly think 
the Colony is going to derive considerable 
benefit from the work that he has done, 
and I do not think we should expect any
one to do work for the Colonv without 
pay. I consider it would be ni'ore adva,n
tageous to the Colony to pay $600 for the 
advertisement which it would get at the 
World's Fair than to spend $800 on the 
publication of reports. 

Mr. JACOB: I think we have got it 
that Government has contracted to spend 
this money and is only seeking permission 
to spend it. It is only a formal way of 
obtaining authority for the payment of the 
money which has been contracted for. I 
think the whole thing is very unsatis 
factory. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I think the hon. 
member for North Western District (Mr. 
Jacob) should have a little more knowledge 
of the working of things. 'l'he Toui"ist 
Bureau is idlowed ci certain amount by 
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this Council every year and is in a posi
tion to take $600 out of that amount so as 
t.o guarantee pa:vment for the man to do 
the work, in the hope that this Council 
would see its wi1y t-o refund it. 

Que�tion put and agreed to. 

PuLICE. 

1\'lr. JACOB: T object to t.he follow'iug 
items under this head totalling :,;15,5:rn :-

Item 3-Ammunition, arms and equipment, 
$776. 

Item 34-Emergency measures, labour dis
turbances $5,000. 

Item 35-Purchase of motor lorry transport, 
iS,065. 

Item 36-Purchase of hammocks and mo�
quit-o nets, $1,449. 

Item 37-Purchase of one Camera, $240. 

1 protest against the expenditure. This 
morning the hon. member for New Amster
dam (Mr. ViT oolford) stated that a prece
dent would be created if the evidence of the 
Leonora Commission was printed. Is there 
not a precedent in the publication of the 
evidence taken by the Labour Commis
sion? I happen to know that both the 
report and the evidence of that Commis
sion were printed, and I have produced a 
copy. I think the hon. member for New 
Amsterdam was trying to point out that 
some very important commissions had sat 
and evidence taken, but it was not printed 
and laid before this Council, and what was 
really wanted was the report which was 
printed. I protest against responsible 
members of the Council misleading this 
Council. The report itself of the Hector 
J osephR Commission on the labour disturb
ances in this Colony was a small document, 
but the evidence wl�ich was voluminous was 
also printed. I do ask that in the interest 
of the public the evidence of the 
Leonora Commission he also printed. In the 
labour disturbances enquired into by the 
Hector Josephs Commission there was no 
loss of life, but in the Leonora disturb
ances there has been the loss of four 
valuable lines. 'l'he lives of four ordinarv 
humble workers may not be worth � 
shilling, but the lives of four of His 
Majesty's subjects have been lost. If money 
could have been found to print the evidence 
of the other Commission in 1935, I think 
money should be found to print the 
evidence of this Commission. It should 
be published and given the widest publicity 
possible, so that in future officers of Gov
unment would know phat they cannot take 
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it upon t,hemselv<'s tu shoot, people down. 
lt is ahsoluteh· nPcessarv that officers 
or GovernmAut' should re.nlise that His 
Majesty's subjeds 0annot be shot down at 
will. 

l\J r. WALUOTT : l ,1m surprised thnt 
the holl. ll.lPmher, who has just spoken, 
was en·n ,1llnwerl to urnlrn the sta,tement he 
did. l heard hilLI st>.te this morning that 
he w,.1s afraid to tttke a dmnce on his life 
by going to the scene of the disturbance, 
where it seems to me that the Police 
oJ:l:icen;, especially the rnnk and file, had 
much to do and did what was pa.rt of their 
duty. I should have thought that a.s head 
of the Man Power Associ,1tion whose mem
bers, it a.ppears, had some trouble with the 
estate ,mthorities, he would have been 
given ample protection had he gone there 
as his members were very mud1 more in 
numhers than the Police, but perhap8 the 
hon. member was afraid of the Police. I 
think he rather indieated that subsequently 
by sa_ving that we would 1111 like to see him 
killed (laughter). I do not know why he 
should make that remark. 

, Mr. JACOB: Perhaps, if you were in 
my position you would know. 

Mr. vV ALCOT'l': Perhaps so, and there
fore I would have kept out of it. I con
sider it a.bsolutely essential when there is 
trouble anywhere, not only on sugar estates, 
and there is likely to be loss of life among 
innocent people, that the Police should go 
there. 

.Mr. A LJ8TIN : A,; T pointed out this 
morning with respPet to that report, the 
Pln,nter8' Associa,tion c.:ontrilmterl $270 
odd tow,ml8 the cost of printing thal 
doeument, and t.h,1l, Hod_,· guaranteed to 
take 11 ce1·tai11 11u mher of copies. They 
took a considerablP number of copies at 
$2 eaeh. This wa8 done not beci1use thev 
wanted them, but as the Chairman of th� 
Commission said we must have the daily 
proceedings so that they could be studied 
the next morning. Government had the 
Of:J:icial l{.eporter, .Mr. McDougall, to take 
t,he shorthand notes. 

Mr. JACO:B: 1Yhy I 11sk why tl,e sugar 
estate authorities did not act ,in the same 
way on this oecasion? 

PUBLIC W ORKS-EX'l'RA0RDIN ARY. 
Item l(a)-Quarters for Administration 

Officer, West Coa.st, Berbice, $1,525. 

TnF. COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move the insertion of sub-head l(a)
" Quarters for Administration Officer, 
\\Test Coast, Berbice, $1,525." This 
sup:i:,lementary vote is required to provide 
servants' quarters, $600; extension of the 
water-pipe line. $-!00; r1ncl an electric 
pl.tut, $523. These item� ltad not been 
included in the ori,ginaJ estimate. .[ think 
thev are HeePssnrv ,1s the otl:icer must have 
ele�tric light,, and he would. have to keep 
servants who should not be required to 
live in the neighbouring village but be 
provided with living quarters on the 
premises. The wa.ter-pipe line is essen
tial. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 33-Purchase of land for erection 
of Police Station, Alberttown, $2,500. 

THE COLONI�L SECRETARY: I also 
move the insertion of sub-head 33-" Pur
chase of land for erection of Police Station, 
Alberttown, $2,500." This site is urgent
ly required to enable ,L new police station 
-a larger one than exists at present
to be erected. The accommodation at the
Bourda Police Station and Albertto"'n
Police Station is very unsatisfactory. I
do not know if hon. members know the
two buildings, but I visited both of them
ancl they ,ire really not safe. It is essen
tial that Government should have a slightly
larger site for the new police station at
Alberttown, so as to have the two police
stations just na1ued abolished.

l\'l.r. GONSALVE�: Must I understand 
thnt the t,vo stations will he merged 
into one, ,u1d it i,; intended to buy the 
adjoining lot in AlbPrttow11 '? 

1'111: UC>LU.N IAL :::lECH.ETARY: Yes; 
it will be t,he ;1dj,1cent lot-, and there will 
be no st,1tion at Bourda. As you have 
said, the two st,Ltions will be combined. 

Mr. GON:::lALVE:::l: I wish to compli
ment Government oa doiug something in 
respect of those two police stations. 
Within the last few years the question has 
been raised here, mid I ,.1,m glad to see that 
the Bourd,1 l:'oliee Station still stands 
somewhat upright and has not 1.:ome down 
altogether. Government has gone into the 
question tho1·ough ly ,md is now satisfied 
that removal from the housB ;Lt Bou1·da is 
the right thing. Personally I have my 
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doubts in the matter. I think Bourda is 
central and a station there is nPcessru·v, 
and that as there is now a brnnch istation 
at Kitty a smaller station at Alherttowi1 
will be quite sufficient. I also lmn' some 
doubt whether the police station ,it the 
Town Hall should be rettti110J or the men 
removed from there elsewhere. A larger 
police station should be erected at Bourda 
and provisiou made there for the accom
modation of the Fire Brigade. If Govern
ment has not decided definitely in the 
matter I would suggest that the 1�attcr be 
lleriously considered in the light of what I 
have said. In view of the recent, erection 
of a police station tit Kitty, which was 
done to relieve the work of the Alhc1·ttown 
:Police Station, would it not be advisn.ble 
to have a much bigger station at Bourda 
instead? I ask Government to consider 
that before deciding definitely in the 
matter. 

I have heard that it is the desire of the 
Fire Brigade Police to have wme position 
in Bourda, and if t,hat is so it, is " very 
good idea which ought to be considered. 
There are hon. mEembers who are attached 
to insurance companies ,1nd who 1111Ly 
express their views on this phase of the 
matter. I do agree that the time has come 
when there should be improvement in 
housing conditions, and Government has 
set the example in regard to modernizing 
their buildings within recent times. I am 
glad to see that one proper police station 
is to be erected, and I hope it will be 
something interesting to look at. 

' THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
purposely did not refer to the Fire Brigade 
for the reason that the matter has not 
been taken up with the Georgetown Town 
Council yet. As hon. members are 
aware, the Town Council put up half of the 
.funds. If hon. members vote thi8 ruone,·, 
the next step would be to take up with tl�e 
Town Council the question of the removal 
of the Fire Brigade from the Town Hall 
compound. I agree with the hon. member 
for Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves) 
that the present site of the Fire Brigade 
is very congested, and the proposal is to 
remove the Brigade from there. If that 
is agreed to Government will naturally 
correspond with the Town Council, and as 
the hon. member is a member of the Town 
Council he will support the removal on 
that Council. 

It is proposc•rl that the FirP Brigarlr 
enginrs ho housPrl, one �ection at; t.110 11e1"· 
huilcling at ,-\.lberttown and the other sec
tion at the Markrt Police i:'.lt,;ction "·here 
there is a.ccoinmnd .. ti�,u. Thr Fi rf' Brig 
ade will thus Ji ... distrihut.e,l. As hon. 
mernbei:s arr' amu-e, it is d!•sirnble t.hat, 
there should bl' a secLio11 of the l31·ig11<le 

, nearer Kitt.\', aml tlwrl'forl' t,lte lJL'OJ)er 
place for it w,mld lw ..-\.lbl'rt.town. 

If Government's st.:lu•1uti gues through 
the present building ,Lt Albert.town will bP 

condemned as well as th,tt at .Bourcla. At 
the Town HtLll. l:'olit.:e ::,t:1tion thirty 111en 
are housed in one small roum, a.nd tLftcr a 
fire there is no pb<.;e for thein to dry their 
clothes in prr•p1Lrn,tion for tlit0i r next dut_,. 
call. These t,h rel' poli t.:P st-a ti onR will l 1P 

condemned anrl the mP1t distributed bl'
tween the ne\l· Alberttown Polive Station 
and the :iYlarkl't Police t::itation. Those 
are Governo_wnt'� propo,,mls, ,mcl I desire 
to make i.t quik dear, that it iR intended 
to put tlrnm h.-fun· the Geor,!..';C'town To"·n 
Council for t,ht•ir viP\l·s. l do 11ot kiHi11· 
!tow thPY fi.,e] about thf' 111a.tt;e1·.

Mr. GOKH.-\.LV I�::,: \\'ith rvgard to thP 

Town Count.:i l's hPlp in tlmt direction, I
do not SCP how the,· will lw ,LIJlt' to do it
for some years, in vi;,w uf the fact that
they have hee11·deprived of tlw collection
of funds. If thPY are not, ,tbh• to collect
revenue whieh tli'ey m1ticip,tte to collect,
for the next two yea.rs, I do not see where
the money i� going to t.:Ome from. In so
far as I am concerned, I cannot exactly see
how I can tell the Town Council t.o ·levy
more taxation in order to give Government
money, when the Council had askc•d Gov
ermnent for legi�la.tion to e1mhle them to
collect revenut• from whic:h to pay for this
and were deai,·d it.

TaE COLON.LAL i:'.lECHETAH.Y: Gov
ernment is not asking the Town Council 
for money fur the Fire Brigade. There 
will be no ill'\\. Ji'ir,• J:frigade i:'.ltation build
ing. One engint: a11d some of thl:' mrn will 
be housed in the new Police t:ltation building 
at Alberttown, and the other engine and 
men in the present Iv

J

arket Police Station 
building. 'Nhat I was referring to was 
the removal of the Fire Brigt,de, which is 
now housed in the Town Hall compound, 
and Government would like the Town 
Council's co-operation in agreeing that it 
would be advis,ible to remove the engineR 
and men from where they are now. 
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lVIr. GON::iALVE8: I quite appreciate 
the positiou, but it will be remembered 
that Government asked the Town Council 
to contribute half of $20,000 for Fire 
Brig,ide purposes, and that is one instance 
in which request for financial .1ssistance 
lrns been 11mdr:-. \Vith rr-'gard to the Police 
Station, I hope the d,Ly iK fa,· dist.1nt when 
the Town Counuil will he <LKked to assist 
in putting it up. \Ve are n pat·t_y in regard 
tu the Fire Bt·igade bervice m1cl anything 
relating to its imprornment, but like Gov
Pr11mPnt the '.l'own Counuil >Lre unable to 
bLke 011 tlw�e th ingH unl('HS tltt•,v h:1ve 
IIJOIW�·-

Tfrn COLONIAL t,ECH.JnAl<.Y: What 
the Government lmH abked the Georgetown 
Town Council to give financial assista.nce 
tow,.r·ds, is the replacement of the Fire 
Flmit ,md a Fire engine. That lms nothing 
to do with the remov,il of either the 
engineH or tlw men. \\Th,tt h,iH to be done 
in - cornwction with thiH vote lrns nothing 
to do \1·itlt 11"hr�tlwr tb•\' remain in tli1• 
Town .Hnll compound or 'not. 

Tim CHATRM . .\�: r woulcl Jikl• to 
:uld that Gowr1111.1l'nt, pt·0]J0Hes tu pl:tct1 
bPfon· thi.s Council in 1;om1(•ctiou with tlw 
Estimates for next Yc•ar tlw vote for n, sum 
of money to proYide thu huil<lings. At 
the prespnt time Government haH only put 
the propos,LlH fonrnrcl in order to obtain 
the auquiHition of the nccessa,ry land. 
'!'here is need for expedition in that m:itter 
in order to secm-e the only adjacent site 
available to add to the existing site at 
Alb1-·rttown for the a,ccommorlation of the 
miw Police 8tnt.ion. I may Hay a,lso that 
all the point,s m1-•11tioned by the hon. mem
ber for OPorgetown f;outh (iVfr. Gonsalves) 
ha\'e hc•·n consi(krPcl in cu1meetion with 
this propOHl'rl ch,mgl', but no r]pfinito c0!l-
dusion lms been anivl-'rl ,Lt. The lto11. 
Colonial Secretm·y lrns i11for111e<l hon. 
members of thP ]Jr0Gabil i L\' of the proposals 
which GovE'rnrnu11t is giving cn1:eful con
sirh•rnt.ion t.o at t.lrn presPnt tinw. That 
,1·i II be . JJlaCl'r.i before thiH Council ,vhen 
tlH! vote is pl'oposecl for the buildings 
tlit,u.tselves. 

Qut'stion put and agrePd to. 

1:'os·r OFFICE EX'l'RAORDINAHY. 
Item 10-I'urclrnse of telephones, 

�2,500, 

T.1rn COLONIAL t:iECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of sub-head 10-" Pur
chase of telephones, $2,500" in the 
Schedule under Head XLV.-Post Office 
Extraordinary. This sum of money v,ill 
enable the purchase of 125 telephones. 
Hon. rnembers will recollect that when the 
EstimatP,s were being considered at the 
end of bHt yenr mention was made of the 
long waiting list for telephones, and it was 
proposed at th.1t time to order a very 
limited number. I think, hon. members 
will agrPe that the time ha,s come when 
Wt\ Hhoul.d try and supply these telephones, 
becaust• tl1t'_\· will soon pn.y for themselves 
in tht· rPntH which will ,Lccrue from their 
use. J hopn hon. members will see their 
w,iy tu n.pp1·ove of this expenditure. 

lVIr. JACOB: I am wondering if 125 
telephones n.re sufficient. I think that 
number will be taken up within a very 
short time. Provision should be made 
for the purchase of a larger number. 

TJ:1J; COLONIAL SECRETARY: Even 
wlwn t,llC'sP 125 are purchased it will be 
neut 0ss,tr_\. tn h,LVH party lines, ns the 
Kwi tchlio,u·d Kti ll remains the 8ame size. 
The only \nty it will be posRible to supply 
di rcct telephones is to hnve a new switch
bo,ird. I made enquiries about the cost 
of a 1rnw ;;witchboard, when the gentleman -
from Trinirlad, iVIr. Nobrega, was here. 
He thought the uOHt would be about 
$200,000, but the ln.tc Postmaster General 
eHtirnated the cost ,Lt $100,000. I think 
it would be suflfoient if the Council vote 
)\i2,500 to enable the Post Office Depart
ment to instal 125 additional telephones, 
and ,1f:ter that see if they c,i.n arrange for 
any rnore party lines. If they find that 
th1 •\' can put in mol'C lines, we can include 
a ful'thol' HUm in 11ext year's estimates. 
'i'h(•y cannot do with mol'e than 125 addi -
tio1.1nl t<•lepltones thiti year. 

l\ir. J)i; AGUIAR: I would like to say 
sonwthing :Lbout the installation of new 
telP1Jhones. On this occasion I am going 
to join m.,· hon. friend, the member for 
1',urLh ,\.l'sfrrn District (lVIr. Jacob) in 
s11,ying that in my opinion 125 new 
tckphonE'8 \\'ill not be sufficient. I 
quite appreciate the point made by 
the hon. Colonial Secretary. ·we have 
heard the st;Ltement made so many times 
within the bst ten years, that we want a' new 
switchboa!'d. I am very grateful for the 
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remarks which h,we fallen from c\t.• h u. 
Colonial Secretary's lips, that this expendi
ture in the purchase of 125 additional 
telephones will repay itself in a short time. 
If GovernmPut is satisfied that these 125 
new telephones will pay b<ick for them
selve;;, will not Government consider that 
the installation' of ,i new switchboarcl will 
also pay for itsHlf? Rver?one, who has had 
something to do with this subject before, 
will sa,v tha,t the installation of a new 
switchbon1·d to COY()!' the full requil'ements 
not only of the City but of the whole 
Colony wi II more thitn pity for itself with
in a very short time. I do not think it 
is a matter which shoulrl be shelved almost 
inrlefinitcl,,·· 

I am not �uing to 1:<xpress irn opinion 11s 
to what the l'Ost will be, whether it, will 
be $100,000 as Pstimaw,l or :\i200,000 
as suggested. The question GovPrnment 
ought to ,consiclt•r i,; whetl1er something 
should not he clone--,md that rady -in the 
matter. I frel compelled to make the sug
gestion that if $100,000 or $200,000 is 
required to instal a new switchboard to 
cover all requirements, a special loan 
should be raised for the purpose. It will 
be quite easy to t1oat such a loan even 
locally. I ventul'O to say thttt it will be 
floated almost immediately, m1d Govern
ment will h,we no difficulty in having an 
adt1qmtte telephone service iind ,in im
prover! switl·hbmu·d. 

I do not wiLnt to s:1y anything more 
about telephones-, :ts 1 have hea,l'cl the mime 
called so often. Tt i,; not like coming 
event.I, easting tlwir sl1,tdow before them, I 
hop,·. GovMrnment has 11ot under con
sidern,tion the selling out of the telephone 
scrvico t,o any prh,ate corporntion or 
instii;ution. T would like to Hit\" now, that 
I consider thl, t.i·h•pl1om• ,;p1•vicH of this 
Colon�· uugltt t,, 1·Pm,Lin a, Goverunwnl 
institutinu, so th,lt if thP1·e is any ,·:•use for 
cotnpbint mrm h,•1·s nf t,h is Counci I wi 11 be 
able to repr<·H•nt such griP\·ances as may 
n.ri�r•. 

Mr. JACO.B: l arn ghu.l t,he hon. mem
ber has a11ticipat1::d me. I know that the 
Trinidad telephone service is most unsatis
factory, and I do hope thnt it is not at the 
back of·i;his Govemment's mind to go on 
spending small sums of money so that later 
on the service can be sold out to a private 
1.1011cern. I am thoroughly against a public 

service being rwi by a private concern. 
Damaging statements about that service 
were made in the Trinidad Legislature and 
outside of it, and I do hope British Guiana 
will not follow the le,id of Trinidad in that 
particular respect. 

I think that ,L new switchLoard should 
be purchased, if, not, at lenst 250 new 
telephones ought to be requisitioned for. 
As reg,irds these pfl,rty lines, l do not 
know if i rn provement ciinnot bP made on 
the system. Tt is most unsatisfactory. 
You can al ways heiLr what the other party 
is s,tying, which is not :Lt all well. I for 
one would not like to use iL party line. I 
think this Gov1•1·nmPnt shnuld facH the 
p1·ohlt1m :ll1d ul'dt•L' a rn•w H\\'it,·h lJna1·d. 

Tin: COLONl..-\L ::lECIU�TAHY: r do· 
not want to pruluu11: the <lPbiLte. It is uot 
only a question of obt:iining ,L new switch
board to supply all the pPople who want 
telephones. I havo learnt from the Tele
communication Branch of the Department 
that they cannot iustal ,L new switchboard 
in the present building. The matter ill 
under consideration and is not shelved. 
The new Postmaster General has taken it 
up and is trying to get at what it will cost. 
It is quite impo,;sible to do otherwise in 
the present circumstances than to have 
party lines, for which the users pay less 
than if thev had n direct lino. It is 
impossible to irn;tal any more direct lines 
on the pL·esent switchboitrd. These 125 
telephones will lw taken up a,t once by 
persons who are glad to have a party 
line. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I itm very pleitserl 
to le,Lr11 that the mat,tPr has not heen 
shdved. \\'Jmt has prompted nw to rise 
is to exprt•ss th1i ltope that ;i,ctiou will not 
be del,Lvl•d, ,;o tlrnt. next \'Pnr \\'e cm1 hal'P 
a, concr�te l)l'll)>OH:Ll h,-fo�·•· this Council. 
As J iudicat<•d hPfon·, this i,; »Ollll'thin� 
whiclt has br,·n t.rtJJ;,.,d of in this Uouncil 
and out.�ide uf it fur the last ten \"P,trs. 
'Nhile 1 itt·t·l·pt tlw assunmce of the· hon. 
Colonial SPt:1'1-tarv t.l1at the matter is not 
entirely sllf'lwd but is under considera
tion, I a�k thnt the work be accch·ratecl. 
If Governml'nt brin�s down 500 t-Olcphones 
they will all be t,Lk1m up. 

Mr. ELEAZAH,: I have been told that 
the people in my district cannot have a 
telephone because it will not pay. In 
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cases of illness 01· death they are deprived 
of quick communication with other areas. 
Government has reduced everything to a. 
commercial basis like a shopkeeper. I 
thought it was Government's duty to look 
after the interest of the inhabitants and to 
provide certain things known to be public 
utility service, but I was told that a whole 
dist1·fct must be abandoned because the 
people cannot pay for a telephone service. 
In Georgetown where it is different, the 
people are, however, to be given ruore 
telephones. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

PUBLIC \"lORT{S-EXTRAOlWINARY. 

Item 22 Draining aurl filli11g GovPrn
ment lands, Georgetown, $18,000. 

Mr. JACOll: Complnints have reached 
a tribunal in which I am interested that a 
very unsatisfactory system prevails in 
regard to workmen particularly !Lt the Fort. 
I do not know if this item refers to that 
work. An overseer was mixed up with 
the workmen in the carrying on of what is 
known as a "Box." E11Ch man con
tributes $1 per week and one of the 
number draws weekly the accumulated 
amount. The overseer who was the 
organiser or Box-holder drew the fit·st, 
second and third hands, and when it came 
to' his turn to pay the other contributors 
he bluntly refused to do so and. the result 
was that sorne of the workmen had to leave 
the work. The matter was reported to the 
Public ·works Authorities, but I do not 
think the wrong ha8 heen remedied. I raise 
the point here so that public officers may 
know that these things m·e not at all satis
factory and must not be done. A public 
ofiicer should be madt' to undel'stitncl that 
he is not to cal'l'_I' on sueh i rl'egular busi
ness resulting in loHs of wnges t.o the work
men under him. 

Tm, COLO�L\.L :·rnCJ{ETARY: As 
soon as that m,Ltter was brought. to the 
notice of Government action was taken. 
An investigation was made mid t,he whole 
mattter settled. Tt will not occur again. 

Mr. JACO.B: I am glad to hear that.. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That completes the 
consideration of Schedule A: 

The Committee proceeded to consider 
Schedule B, 

AGR'iCULT0
URE. 

Item 10-Livestock, $440. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I be·g 
to move the insertion of a. new item uncfer 
Head !IL-Agriculture-as sub-head 10 
-" Livestock, $440." This money is 
required on account of the expansion of 
Livestock and Poultry activities in ths 
Colony. I am sure hon. members will 
welcome the new!l that there has been such 
an expa.nsion, and will readily vote this 
aum. 

f,Juestion put, and agreed to. 

Item 22-Miscellaneous, $130. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of another itern under 
the same head-sub-head 22-" Miscel
laneous, $130." There have been many 
demands on this vote to meet charges for 
the posfaLge of seeds to institutions abroad. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

EDUCATION-TEACHERS' TRAINING CENTRE. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to make a 
general remark. I do not think the 
Colony receives value for the money spent 
in salaries to the higher officers of the 
Education .Department. I think that 
most of thei t' time should be spent in visit
ing the schools and seeing that the work 
done there is being carried on properly, 
but that is not the case. I do not think 
that should be. Now that we · have not 
the system of payment by results, more 
attention should be given to such visits. 
I do urge that the whole matter be gone 
into and a.11 the 8Chools throughout the 
Colony he properly and regularly in
speded, so that these officers should leave 
Jll01·e of the ofi:ice l'outine work in George
town to look after itself. Money is being 
spent on erluc,ition, but we are not getting 
value fol' it. Large numbers of people are 
not sending their childr,en to school, and 
it is the duty essentially of the Depart
ment to see that the children go to school. 

The education system i11 the schools is in 
a most unsatisfactory state. There are 
lal'ge numbers of people between the ages 
of 15 and 30 who cannot read and write. 
We have a Compulsory Education Ordi
nance, but it has been allowed to stay in 
abeyance. It is the coWl.ivance of certain 
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people which is responsible for this state 
of affairs. I cannot speak too lightly 
about it. The educational and agricultural 
problems of this country require proper 
attention, and it is time Government takes 
notice of the representations of hon. mem
bers of this Council, who ,tre conversant 
with these matters. 

POS1' OFFICE. 
Item 29-Rouse Allowance to Post

master, Kitty, in lieu of qmtrters, $HO. 

THE COLONlAL ::;ECRETAH,Y: [ beg 
to move the inse1·tion in the :O,chedule 
under Head XXX.-Post Office, sub-head 
1, Personal Allowances, the following new 
item 29-" House allowa,nce to Postmaster, 
Kitty, in lieu of quarters, $80." This pro
vision is necessary to pay the house all0\1·. 
ance of the new Postmaster until tlte 
building for his quarters haR been erected. 
It should be finished by the enrl of the ye,u·. 
In the meantime the Postmaster is entitled 
to quarters, and ther.- is none to gi ,-,, Ii im. 

Question put, ,tnd agreml to. 

COLONIAL DEvELOP!\IEN'J' Fmrn i:,cIIE)IES 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY (GRANT). 

Item !-Geological Slll'vey, $6,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of the following item, 
" Geological Survey, $6,000," undel' Head 
XLVIL-Golonial Development Fund 
Schemes Geologicttl Survey (Grant). This 
additional provision is l'equit"ed to the Pncl 
of the year for the continu,ince of the sur
vey. This matter was dealt with by 
Resolution, when the Council last n\et.. 
It is ,mel'ely the insertion in the 1·stimatt•�
of the sum of $6,000 that is souglit. 

Question. put, and ""greed to. 

MJS01lLLANEOllS.?. Item 63-Gnmt:; to Lnual r\uthoriti,0
� 

towards cost''of-�mei;gency worb, :jU00. 
•"•:{,t.,''r:-. 

' THI, COLONIAL, - �BCHETAH.Y: I 
desire to re-commit: 1:fead XXY.---" Mi�
cellaneous "-mer.ely, howevet', to mention 
that the explamito�-y note in the Suhedule 
to the item-Grants to Local Authot"ities 
towards cost of emergency works, $200-
reads :-

Grant towards the Local authorities of Wood
ly Park, Hopetown Golden Fleece and Paradise, 
Belladrum and Eldorado towards the cost of 
materials purchased by them for emergency 
works dne to exceptionally heavy rainfall. 

There are two othet· Local Authorities 
which should have been included-Bush 
Lot and Seafield. The vote of $200 is in 
respect of six Local Authorities and not 
four as mentioned in the note. 

Question put., and agreed to. 

Tlw Council 1·esun.ied. 

Tm-: COLO�TAL RIWHETAHY: I 
move that the original motion be amended 
by substituting the won ls "as ,tmended in 
Commit.tee " fo1· the words "which Int� 
been laid on the table." 

Profes8or DASH seconded. 

<,.lue�tion put, a,n, 1 agrPed r.o. 

l::iPEOTH .l:'EKSIO\' '1'0 i\lt·. J. H. Ct\EGAN 
'l'FCr. COLONIAL SECR]iT.A ltY: I bPg 

to move the following motion:--
That, with reference to the Acting Gover

nor's Message No. 15 dated 26th May, 1939, 
this Council approves of the payment as from 
1st Januaty, 1939, inclusive, of a special pen
sion at the rate of $384 per annum and a gra
tuity of Sl,280 to Mr. J. H. Crogan, in respect 
of his services as Assistant Electrical Inspec
tor, Telecommunications Branch, Post Office. 

:Mr. Cregan ·1tu� served tlte Government 
for sixteen .l'<)at·s, nnrl the post he held 
during those ,\'ea.l's was on the Unfixed 
Establishment. Hon. mernhe1·s will re
member that tit the Annual ;;:it•ssion all 
po�ts with salaries of $i20 pet· aunurn 
were moved abo1·,. the line and became 
peusionrLble. Mr. Cregan retired as from 
the tlt·st of Ja11wL1·v, this year, ,md there
fore die! not l;endit Lv that· chan,re. It is. 
howevet', felt that he should Le �ranted � 
special pension calculated as if his post 
had heen ,t pensionable one for the six:teen 
years that he helcl it.. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

�lotion put, and agreeq to, 
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DUBSIIHZ.ED lN'l'JlRKAL AIH SERVICE. 

Mr. McDA YID (Colonial Treasurer): 
_[ beg to mOYC th<" fol.lowing motion :--

,. That, with reference' to the Acting Gover
nor's Message No. 18 of 17th July, 1919, this 
Council approves of the establishment of n 
snbsidizPd internal air service in thC' Colony 
nndcr the contra.ct with Mr. A .• r. 1iVilliamA 
and the British Guiana Airways, Limited, 
referred to in the Message and further under
takes to provide on estimates the necessary 
funds for the payment of the subsidy. 

Before dealing wit,!t tl1l' substance of 
this motion I would likl:' to sa1· ,1 few words 
about Nfr. A. ,J. 'WilJi,Lins, the gentleman 
with whom this vnntraut. has hn·n con
cluderl. iYir. "'iVilliarns i.8 a vitizl:'n of the 
Unite,l State's .of A1m�rie,1 who hold� both 
tlw a,ir pilot a.ml thu air mechaniv liceucl"S 
issued bY the l:niterl :--;tates Government. 
He came to B1·iti�h Guiana in Augu�t, 
193±, and brought with hi LU ,Lu Ire html 
Amphibian' pli111e witlt a \\"a8p +50 H . .l:'. 

engine which is c,Lpablt· of e1uT_1·ing four 
passcngern rwrl t-hoi r baggagl� ,incl ,1 pilot. 
He was granti·cl a lirnncP to J-\y in tho 
Colom· in Octolwr, 19:14, and clm·iug the 
later months of that rc:u· he caniecl out 
certain experimental ;nd advertising tlights. 
In 1935 he put hi8 JJhuie into operation as 
a taxi service. In 19:rn he acquired a 
second plane of exactly similar type, and 
from that time right, down to the present 
he has operated fL 8ervict' with these two 
planes. 

In 1935 he tlew 421 hours. In 1936 his 
total flying time 1Yas 57:l hours. Jn 1937 
he tlew 1,248 hourn, in 1938, 94-0 hours. 

As members perlrnps know, Mr. \�1illianrn's 
serviue was ver? l.:OrlHiderabl_v assisted hy 
the tn1nsportation requirements of the 
'British Gui\111,L--Hrnzil .Bounclarv Com
mission which rluriug ] l):36-l'.J3�q ll'as 
engaged in dem,11·eating H1P boundary of 
this Colony rrnd thl-! neighbouring coun
tries. Tn fact, it wa:; due almost entirely 
t,o tlmt fact that Mr ... Williams was able to 
make a moderate tinancicil success of his 
service. At the same time the Boundarv 
Commission admitted that but for M1�. 
Williams's service their operations would 
never have been completed as expeditiously 
and sati8factorily as they were. Actually, 
.Mr. Williams flew some 2,400 hours on 
behalf of the Commission and I do not 
think I am committing an indiscretion in 
saying that he received the thanks of the 

Secretary of State for the very valuable 
servicP which he rendered that Com
m1ss1011. 

I think it is generally admitted by every-
hod\" tha,t Mr. 'Williams luis initiated a 
rno�t valuable service in this Colony. In 
doing so he has required a unique tech
nique in piloting his plane under the rather 
difficult di ma tic and other conditions 
which ·obtain in this Colony. He has 
,1cqu ired exceptional skill. In fact I think 
he i� a most re1m1rbLble man. His know
ledge of tlw Tnterior now is most immense 
and what is more re1mtrbble he is highly 
imbued with the pioneer spirit. He boosts 
British Guimu1 whenever he can and does 
not spare himself in 11·orking for British 
Guiana's goorl. 

But, sir, the m,1in thing about .Mr. 
\Vilfotm8's service is, to use your own 
words in Your Excellency's Message in 
paragraph 6 :-

He has clearly shown the immense value of 
an intern a I air service as a rapid and flexible 
means of communication with the interior and 
has indicated the possibilities and indeed the 
need of developing the use of air communica
tion with the interior to a much greater degree. 

Aud so l 1vould like to pay tribute to 
.Mr. Williams for 1drnt he has accom
plished so far. I feel sure this Colony 
owes him a debt of grntitnde for what he 
has done. I would like to refer to one 
particular feature of his work as well, 
that is, his assistance to sick persons. 
Several persons, I have reason to believe, 
owe their lives to Ml'. Williams who 
brought them down-in many cases gratui
tously-to Georgetown and thus gave the� 
the opportunity to recover their health . 

In 1938 Sil' \.Vilfrid Jackson came to 
the conclusion that it was necessa1·y and 
importaut to do everything possible to 
retain Mr. Williams's sexvices in. the 
Colony, as there was spine danger of Mr. 
\.Villiams having to· abandon his service 
when he lost the revenlle he was deriving 
from the Boundary Commission owing to 

. ' the completion of the work of the Com-
mission. Sir \Vilffid'•Jackson appointed a 
Committee of thi·ee business men with 
myself, perhaps_ I may say four business 
men including myself. We investigated 
the position very fully and made a report 
to the Governor. The investigations of 
that Committee were based 011 a -report 
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.which was prepared by Messrs. Fitzpatrick, 
G,ra.ham & Co., Chartered Accountants, 
who went very carefully into the financial 
results of Mr. vVilli_ams's operations. The 
Report of the Committee was finally dealt 
with by a Committee of the Executive 
Council who actually carried out the 
negotiations with Mr. Williams and his 
bm1iness representat,ive, Mr . .J. H. Hunter, 
M.B.E., and it is upon the recommendn,
tions of that Committee that the terms of
the contract have been drawn up.

As regards the terms of the contract I 
would ask the Council to turn to Para
graph 4 of the Message which I communi
cated yesterday. In that paragraph the 
main provisions are summarized. Very 
briefly they are :-

(a) The contract to be for a period of three 
years commencing from 1st October. 1939. 

(b) The Contractors to operate an internal
air service in the Colony with the two 450 
H.P. Wasp Ireland Seaplanes now in use 
or approved substitutes. 

(c) The Contractors to carry for reward in
the seaplanes passengers and cargo 
offering. 

(d) The Contractors to maintain the sea
planes licensed air-worthy and to provide 
licensed pilots, one plane and a pilot to be 
always available for service if the other is 
not actually in flight. 

(e) all supplies (including new seaplanes)
imported for the service to be admitted 
free of customs duties. 

(f) Government Departments to take and
pay for at the rate of $60 per hour a guar
anteed minimum of 30 flying hours per 
annum. 

As regards the subsidy which is the 
most important part of the Message, the 
Government is to pay the Contractors the 
malcimum sum of $21,600 per annum, but 
thii,t s.ubsidy is subject to a proviso which 
requires a rebate of $20 for every hour 
110:wn in ,excess of 200 hours. The Govern• 
ment is to have first call on the service.; of 
the seaplanes, and the ordinary r:1te to be 

.charged 'for CO)llmercial flights is not to 
_ex:ceed •$6.0, per hour except with the prior 
..a.pproval of Government. Lastly, Mr. 
iWilliams's service, �s pilot is to be con
tinued throughout the duration of the 
,contract which does not come into opera
tion until the ,_Council ,.approves of the 
c89ta.blishment of the.;iervice and provides 
,the necessary iund .for thi:'sub�idy. 

The effect of the subsidy is this, if only 
200 revenue flying hours a1;e fl.own then 
the full "'ii.mount of ,t)_he :mbs�dy is to be

paid. If, for example 500 hours are flown 
then the subsidv is reduced to $15,600. 
If the flying time goe8 up to 600 hout'S the 
subsidy goes down to $13,600. If the· fly
ing time gets as high as 1,000 hours then 
the subsidy is reduced to $5,600. Even
tually if the se1·vice i,; nble to obtain a 
toktl Hying tiuw of 1,280 hou1·R then the 
subsidy disappeal's entirely. T do not sug
gest of courne tlrnt it i� possi bl<-' that, tlw 
service will in the first ve,u· 0l' evt•n thP 

second ve1.r obfatin 1,280 ·hours. It will 
howeve;. be remembered that Mr. vVilliarns 
did obtain as much ns 1,248 hours in 1937. 
It is l'emarkahle that he has always had 
the opportunity of making special flights. 
For example, this year (1939) he made 
several special flights for the Royal Com
mission and the Jewish Commission and it 
is possible he may get special work again 
in the Colony, There is every re:ison to 
hope tlrnt the flying time will go u.p to 
such ,1 figure as to considerably reduce the 
subsidy. Those are the main provisions 
in the contract. 

I would like to drnw attention to one or 
two rather important features about it. 
It will be noticed tlmt the contract does 
not call for a regular service from any one 
point to another. It will still be a taxi-ser
vice, but there is no reason why, if future 
developments justify Government. asking the 
contractor to run such a service, it can
not be arranged. Lastly I would remind 
the Council that the contract is fo1· three 
years only. That period is fixed, because 
it is long enough to enable information to 
be obtained as to the possibilities and 
requirements for establishing a permanent 
service, and not too short to enable Mr. 
Williams to carry out the service as he 
should. l hope· T have said enough to 
convincP the Com1cil th,�t it is a most 
desirable step to takP. I beg to move the 
motion sttmding in my name. 

Dr. SINGH: This Council is asker! 
this afternoon to subsidize-

.Mr. JACOB: I was getting up to
second the motion. 

THE PRESIDENT: The motion ha� 
been seconded already, 

Mr. A US TIN : I did rise too to second 
the motion. 

Mr. JACOB: I think Government 
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should he congratulated for ani 1·ing n,t a11 
a,rrangement for the establishment of an 
ni r serviee in this Colony. Although we 
l,ave not seen the whole contract, I do 
ltope that adequate safeguards are pro
vided for life and property, and that full 
iu�urance will be carried. While this 
means of communication should be in
stalled and everything done to have a 
saLi�factory service, l would recommend to 
Go\'ernment that provision be made in the 
cont.raet for a Government rnpresentative 
t,o h,• on the Bo�.rrl of the company to see 
that its affairs are properly conducted, 

. tha,t the funds of the taxpayers are well 
looked after, and that the Balance Sheet 
of the company is laid on the table of this 
Council. 

I am quite in favour of this subsidy 
heing given, because I am in favour of 
Gowrnment helping and aRsisting private 
enterprise, but l do feel that when reason
able profits a,re being made those who give 
assistance should get some of those profits. 
I do uot therefore think it is unfair to 
1md,e sueh ,t dema,nd. If it lmppens that 
nll the nice thing& said by the hon. mover 
of the motion do not materialize, I think 
we will have to give a larger subsidy. 
On the other hand if our anticip11tions 
materialize, then the subsidy will he 
reduced. I do urge that adequate protec
t.ion be given to the Colony fo1· the subsidy 
which is going to be paid for the operation 
of this service. I do not know whether 
that point ha.s escaped the businessmen 
who advised Government on the contract. 
Not having seen the contra.ct, it is not 
possible for me to go into more details. 

Dr. SINGH: We are ca.lled upon to 
subsidize an internal ;.i,ir Hervice. The 
q_uestion is : Reviewing the present tinan
cia.l position of the comp11ny, cau we 
afford to do so ? It is true that ,u1 air ser
vice will do a lot of good, and will place 
UR on progressive lines, but there iR thP 
'luestiou of £.s.d. We are not in ,t posi
tion to du so. 'l'here are so many other 
thingH we van rlo with that money. If we 
subsidize this ail' service we will be doing 
it 'at the sacrifice of other important 
faetors which a.re to the benefit of the 
people. If we were financially better off 
we could ma.ke better arrangements for 
ou1· hospitals whernin ,tt the present time 
we h11ve ma,ny flo0r beds. Floor beds are 
really a nuisance to nursing and clinical 

observnti0n. 'l'lwn Wfl could ,,rPct country 
cottage hos}'itals to give tirst aid in cases 
of emergency. The case of expecta.nt 
mothers during the last days of pregnaney 
is very important ; a little kindly help 
will assist them to overcome their 
difficulty. 

It is also very important that in this 
country we have not got a Government 
Orphanage. If we were financial money 
should be found to h,tve sut:h an institu
tion, becam;e by not having one there is 
unbounded hardship among our young 
generntion who have to go a,bout unpro
t,ected and without pro}Jer gual'dianship. 
Then there ttre our roaJs to be attended 
to. ·with that mouey we ean keep them 
in onle1· therehy relieving unemployment. 
Jf we eau find the money for new project$ 
such as this onP, I think we should be 
able similarly to fincl money to assist our 
people iu finding employment. At the 
present time the people are ekeing out a 
hand-to-mouth esistenee. There is so 
much we ean do for our people. Life
Baving deviees 11nd other important socia.l 
problemH ean he tncklerl with the money 
ins tear! of giving thiK 8Ub�idy. I know it 
is a very good 8C"rvit.;e to have, hut, it is all 
pro blPmatien.l and it i � left to bf' seen 
whether it will "·ork out or not. There 
are �o m,my importaut faetorn for the wel
fare of the Colony that we hnv,, to look 
after, that at Hie pit>seut lllOrnent, we ean
not ,Liford tu support tJ1p project. 

Mr. JACK8ON: I am a little surprised 
at the opposition raised by the hon. 
member, who has just taken his seat. I 
had thought the project would have 
received the whole-hearted support of this 
Council. ·we• were reminrlerl a little 
while a.go that we are living in a modern 
ttge ,�nd should not he al'chaie. I think 
the serviee alre,tdy rendered by M r. Art 
·Williams is an irnlic,ttiou of what bene
fit this Colony will receive from an inter
nal air ser·vice. The hoii. member has 
enumerated a host of thing$ 1Ve can do, 
perhaps with $21,000, and feeli:i that as we 
eannot do all those ·things- we ought not to 
take a step forward. .J:'he project is an 
exceedingly happy one, and personally it 
will have my suppo1:t: 

,. ) 
�-

M'r. ELEKZAR: A single minute 
remain� before tl1e aJjournment, and if I 
have to live my life over I cannot approach 
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a mtLtter of this nature <Llld say aJl that I 
want to say in one minute. I can only 
say a small fraction of what I want to S1Ly. 
I suppose I will have to leave over some fol' 
the next occasion. I u;Lnnot help congrntu
lating Mr. Art Williaws fo1· what he has 
done for this country already. I endorse 
every sentiment which has fallen from the 
lips of tho hon. mover of this motion, but 
when all that is possiblu io he �aid haH 
been said I do not thiuk that Mr. ArL 

Williams in the wildest Jlight of his 
imagination expects this impoverished 
country to be able to pa,y him $21,600 per 
annum to lly to the Miizaruni district of 
this Uolony. The work is useful, and 
what he h,Ls done in the past has been 
prnisewor thy. 

'l'he Council adjourned to 'l1uesday, July
:&5, at 11 a.m. 




