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LEG IS LAT IVE COUNCIL. 

Thursday, 14th Mwrch, 1940, 

The CoUilcil met at 10.30 a.m. put·suant 
to adjournment, His Excellency the Gover
nor, Sm WILFRID JACK.SON, K.C.M.G.," 
President, in the Cha.it·, 

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, :M 1·. 
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Atto1·ney-General, Mr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated
Unofficial Member), 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E· 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hoo. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com
missioner of Labour and Local Govern
ment. 

The Hoo, G. 0. Case, Director of Pub 
lie Works and Sea Defences. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education, '

The Hon. B. R. ·wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hou. Percy 0. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hoo. J. Gonsal\'es, O.B.E., (George
town South). 

The Hon. J. T. De Ag11iar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Peet· Bacchus (Western Ber
hice). 

The Hou. E. "i'IL Walcott (Non.1inu.to<l 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. H. C, Humphrys-, K.C., (East
ern Demerara). 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demera1·a River), 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
'.!.'he minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 13th day of March, 
1940, u.s printed and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS, 

INSPECTORS OF hlBOUR. 

Mr. C. V. Wight asked the followw.g 
questions to which the Colonial Secretary 
replied: 

Q 1.-How many Inspectors of Labour are 
there ? Please give names, previous service, if 
any, dates of appointment and salaries. 

A.-There are two Inspectors of Labour 
whose salaries on the scale of $2,400 x $120-
$3,120 are paid from Head XII of the Estimates 
for the year 1940, approved by the Legislative 
Council. The offices were filled with effect as 
from 1st January, 1940, and the appointments 
gazetted on the 10th of February. The previous 
service of the ·officers appointed is given in the 
British Guiana Civil Service List. The Legis
lative Council has by resoluticn paBsed on the 
8th of March, 1940, approved of provision being 
made for the salary of a third Inspector of 
Labour. 

Q 2.-Is there any vacancy in the office of an 
Inspector of Labour? 

A.-The reply is in the affirmative.

Q 3.-lf the answer to No. 2 is in the affirm
ative, does Government propose to fill same? 

A.-The reply is in the affirmative. 

Q 4.-If the answer to No. 3 is in the affirma
tive, who is the Officer to be appointed? Please 
give name, previous service, if any, and salary 
of such officer. 

A.-It is not the practice to name in advance 
persons whom it is proposed to appoint to 
vacant offices. 

Q 5.-Are any of the officers referred to in the 
preceding question, Guianese 7 lf the answer 
is in the affirmative, please give the names of 
such officers. 

A.-Yes, one. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (VIUAGE COUNCILS) 
(AllEND�IENT) BILr,, 1940.

The Council resolved itself iuto Coro 
mittee and resumed consideration of the 
following Bill :-

.A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the 
Local Government Village Councils Ordinance, 
1935. 

Clause 4-V ali<lity of acts <lone not
withstanding disquali°fication. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (l\fr. 
Pretheroe): \Vhen Council adjourned 
yesterday, it was in order that the hon. 
Member for Eastern Domeri:.ra (i\lr. Hum
phrys) and myself should look up the point 
as to what is equitable if some of the 
voters for the Chairman we1·e disqualifierl. 
·we could not find a case on that point and,
in view of the fact that it cannot be stater!
wit,h certainty what the answer is !tlthough
I lmvc my opinion 1ibout it, I propose with
tho consent of the Council to move that
sub-clause (2) making it retrospectin• be
deleted.

Question " That the new clause 4 aH
amended stand part of the Bill " put, and
agreed to.

C;lause passed as amended. 
The Council resumed. 
)lr. LAI:N"G (Commissioner of Labour 

and Local Government): l give nutice that 
at the next or subsequent meeting of the 
Uouncil I shall move that this Bill be read 
a third time and passed. 

'fnE PREl::)lDENT : Supposing there 
is not another meeting early? 

Mr. LAL.'l"G : It is essential that the 
third reading be taken as early as possible, 
otherwise I will not be able to order a new 
elecLion. 

THE l'RE8IDE.NT: The Uouncil will 
aee how to-d1ty's proceeding� go and, perhaps, 
laler in the clay the Council may see tit 
for you to move the suspension of the 
8Landing Rules in order to allow the Bill 
to be read a third time. 

TOBACCO Cl'L'l'IVATION DEVELOPMENET 
SCHEME. 

Profcs�or DA::lH (Director of Agricul 
ture) : The motion before Uouncil is tlw 
logical outcome of the Tobacco Officer's 
vii-it, the cost of which, as hon . .\!embers 
al'c awun', i'l beiug met from a Colonial 
De,·elopnwnt !-(rant, grntcfully accepteJ by 
this Council at ,t pre1•iuu� ::lcs�iun. It will 

he obvious to hon. ..\-!embers that if the 
fullest use is to be made of this ollicer'I! 
three-year engagement, he must be pro 
vided with facilities for work and the pro 
gramme is outlined in the Sessionu.l Paper 
which was laid on the table of Council 
yesterday. I m1ty say that both Virginia 
and Black Fat types will be investigated, 
and the intention i� naturally to make 
every effort to reduce tho imports of 
tobacco into this Colony. As I have pre
viously pointed out, Tobacco cultivation is 
a very highly specialized business, and th<' 
climatic conditions iu this Colony present 
many problems which have to be carefullv 

, studied, if the results we hope for are to 
be achieved. I think we must bear that in 
mind, and the officer must be given a fair 
chance to put his ideas into practice. 

I think the requirements have been 
framed on modest lines and, I am sure, the 
Council will readily accept the motion. r

do not think it is necessary for me to 
elaborate on the motion as ·it is fully set 
out. I now heg to move:-

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message 
No. 14 dated 9th March, 1940, and in pursuance 
of section 11 of the Colonisation Fund Ordinance, 
1937, this Council approves of the Scheme for 
the Development of Tobacco cultivation and 
the training of local tobacco growers set out in 
Legislative Council Paper No. 2 of 1940, in
volving a grant of $7,800 from the Development 
Trust Fund. 

Mr. D'A:NDRADE (Comptroller of 
Customs) seconded. 

Motion put, and carried. 

hIPERIAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

TnE COLO"N'IAL SECRETARY (.Mr. 
G. D. OWEN) : I beg to mo1'e the follow
iug motion standing in wy name on the
Order Paper :-

THAT, with reference to the Governor's 
�essage No. 15 of 13th March, 1940, this Coun
ml gratefully accepts the financial assistance 
offered by His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom amounting to $250,000 to be 
expended on the following works :-

( a) $142,800 on reconditioning drainage;
(b) $37,000 on reconditioning roads;
(c) $70,200 on reconditioning buildings;

and appr_oves of this expenditure being met iu 
the first mstance from surplus Colonial Funds . 

. Further, that this Council adopts in prin
c1p\e the recommendations of the Committee 
which reported on the financial position of the 
declared drainagP areas (Legislative Council 
Paper No. 5 of 1939) with the exception of the 
proposals relating to the Kitty Drainage area, 
and. approves of the establishment of a Central
Drarn�ge Authority as recommended by the 
Committee. 
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This is a motion which, I know, will 
receive the whole-hearted support of hon. 
Members of the Council. I wish to pre
face my remarks by placing on record the 
gratitude of the Government and people 
of this Colony foL· the financial assistance 
which His l\Iajeety's Government has 
offered to us so soon after the recommen
dations of the Royal Commission were 
received by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

The sum which His Majesty's Govern
ment has allocated for expenditure in the 
West Indian Colonies and Bl'itish Guiana 
and British Rondurns, as hon. Membe1·s 
will remember, is .£350.000 and, I think, we 
have received a fair share in that the 
amount allocated to Ilritish Guiana is 
$250,000, one-seventh of the total sum 
The Secretary of State has attached cer
tain conditions to his offer, and I shall 
refer to them presently. 

About a year ago the report of the Com
mittee on the financial position of the 
declared drainage areas was htid on the 
table of Council, and hon. }!embers 
will recollect that one of the recommen
dations of that Committee was that the 
Government should be1t1· the cost of re 
conditioning the works in the drainage 
areas. The estimate at that time was 
$330,000. :::iince then it is felt tlrn.t the 
amount should be inc1·eased by fifteen per 
cent. owing to the increaserl cost due to the 
present war. That recommendation is in 
paragraph 103 of the report. A further 
recommendation is made in paragrnph 109 
and tlmt is, that there should be established 
a Central Drainage Boa.nl and the work 
put unde1· the contL·ol of that Board. One 
of the conditions attached to the offer which 
has been made to the Government is that 
the second recommendation should be 
given effect to, and it is hoped that hon. 
Membe1·s will see thei1· way to expres,; 
their willingness to adopt the general prin
ciple in that recommendation of the Com
mittee. 

The works, which it i1; proposed to 
carry out immediately, are set out in para
graph 3 of the Governo1·'s Message. All 
those works, with but, one exception, are 
woi'ks recommended by the Committee. 
The exception is $7,800 provided for 
building a sluice at Kilmarnock. A 
concrete sluice is 1·equired in that area to 
improve the drainage, and it is considered 
that the cost should be met from this head. 

Under "Roads" in para.graph 4, of the 
Message, an allocation of $37,000 is shown, 
$12,750 of which is not yet allocated, but 
the other works are most desirable namely 
the reconditioning of the Sea. Wall Road, 
which has crncked badly from Vlissengen 
Road down to Camp Sfreet,· and the East 
Bank Road which is in a fairly bad con
dition. It is felt that $17,000 should 
be spent on reconditioning about 2½ to 3 
miles of the latter road. 

With regard to the buildings mentioned 
in paragraph 5 of the Message it would ba 
seen that a sum of nearly $12,000 is nut 
yet allocated, but with raga.rd to the otlu,r 
works hon. Members would admit it is 
very desit-able to spend the money which 
has been set out there for reconditioning 
the Public Hospital, Georgetown, the 
Alms House and the Eve Leary Barracks. 

The second condition, if it may be called 
a condition, which is attached to this offer 
is that the funds in the first instance 
should be provided from surplu1:1 Colonial 
Funds on the understanding that when the 
EstimtLtes go before Parliament for the 
veat· 10-!0-19.J. l the sum of $250,000 
�voul<l be provided therein for refund to 
thi1:1 Colony. As His Excellency has 
stated in paragrnph 6 of the l\lessage, 
all the works set out are of an urgent, 
character but they cannot, strictly 
speaking, be regiU'ded as workt1 form
ing part of a development programme 
although it is ver�' neces1:1ary that they be 
canierl out before any long range develop 
ment programme is started. 

Another foature of the ,,.o,·ks 'is tha.t of 
employmt>nt. "' ork will be made available 
for the unemployed in the several area, 
throughout the Colony. I move that this 
motion standing in my name be adopted. 

l\Ir. DIAS seconded. 
�r. DE AGUIAR: I am sure that this 

motion will be vc.iry gratefully received not 
only by hon. i\Iembe1·1:1 of Council but by 
the inhabitants of this Colony, especially 
coming at a time like this. Speaking for 
myself, I should likt> to place on record my 
appreciation of the immediate action which 
was taken to obtain a part of the.assistance 
which we hope to receive out Qf the 1·ecom
mendations made by the Royal Commissiou. 
Thet·e iij no doubt that $250,000 coming 
at this time would be mo1·e than appre
ciated by the people of this Colony 
because, as hon. �!embers are aware and 
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to use a local expression, we are all going 
through at the present time very hard 
times indeed due of course to conditions 
beyond ou1· control. 

It is also very g1·atifying that the works 
that are proposed will afford the max:imum 
of relief to the people of this country. 
There is no doubt that the reconditioning 
of drainage 1vorks is one of the best means 
of creating employment. But, sir, in so 
far as the motion itself is concerned, I am 
a little disappointe I at the conditions or 
rather part of the conditions that are 
attached to it. Although I fully appre
ciate that it was essential to attach certain 
conditions, I personally would have pre
ferred that the latter part of the motion 
should have been dealt with separately. 
If that was done, it would have afforded 
hon. Members of Council a fuller oppor
tunity of dealing with the several 
matters arising out of the report of the 
Drainage Committee. It must be 
remembered that the recommendations 
of this Committee are very wide indeed. 
Some of them involve the writing 
off of loans to various Authorities and, 
although it would appear at :first blush 
that the major recommendation represents 
the wholesale writing off of the major
ity of loans-in fact all of them-hon. 
l\fembers would have been afforded an 
opportunity of offering some comments. 
However valuable they may be, I am 
not prepared to say at the moment. 
On that point I regret to observe the 
exclusion of �he Kitty Drainage area and, 
perhaps, Government may be able to offer 
some reason for so doing. Perhaps, there 
is a very sound reason fo1· that, but in the 
absence of any remarks made by the hon. 
mover of the motion it becomes necessary 
for me to deal with it. It may yet be that 
the recommendations of the Committee in 
that respect were not wide enough, and it 
is proposed to enlarge upon them. If that 
is so, then there would be no necessity for 
me to deal with the matter. If, how
ev�r, the exclusion of the Kitty Drainage 
area. from consideration is due to a desire 
to decline the recomtnendations of the Com
mittee in that respect, it seems to me that 
there would be a lot to be said in favour of 
the recommendations as put forward by 
the Committee. 

It must be remembered speaking on 
the omission-that is if it is Government's 
intention to decline the recommendation-

the Committee vras at pains to point out 
that although this district was in a better 
position financially-I refe1· to paragraph 
38 of the report-and had endeavoured 
with _the means at its disposal to carry
out improvements from time to time it 
was felt that it would be equitable 'to 
recommend that the Authority be relieved 
of the expenditure on those improvements. 
I am tempted to the conclusion that be
cause of the fact that this Authority 
happens to be in a stronc, financial 
position, it might be the 

O 
desire of 

Government to decline to accept that 
recommendation of the Committee where
by this Authority would be relieved of 
this liability. If relief is going to be 
:ifforded to other drainage areas, it would 
only be right and equitable that this 
Authority should be treated in the same 
manne1·. 

But, sir, this is all mere guesswork and 
my fears may be unjustified. As I said 
beforQ, it mav well be that Government 
has better ideas in so fat· as this particular 
area is concerned. I am hopina that it is 
so, because thern is no doubt that this 
Authority on the outski1·ts of Georgetown 
has progressed considerably within recent 
years The people have in my opinion 
showed that they are making every effort 
�o manage their affairs properly for the 
1mp1·ovement of the district and, I think, 
they ought to be encouraged in every 
respect for the work they are doing. 

On the question of the establishment of 
a Central Drainage Authority, I can 
hardly conceive any difference of opinion 
about that at all. I think it would be the 
proper thing to do. I entirely share the 
viewa expressed by the members of the 
Committee that a Central Drainaue 
Au�lwrity for the _coastlands is not only
desirable but essential. There is no doubt 
that the Drainage Boards as they exist 
at the present time are trying to do their 
best, b�t their best is very little. I quite 
appreciate that a Central Drainage Boar.I 
would undoubtedly give impetus to the 
various District Drainage Boards. Subject 
to what I have said with rega1·d to the 
exclusion of Kitty which I have referred to 
I think, I can assure Government that I will 
n"t only support the motion but that I 
appreciate the motion coming as it has 
at this time, especially in view of the fact 
that it is not so long since the report of 
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the Royal Commission has seen the light 
of day. 

THE PRESIDENT: lb m<ty save mis
understanding if I sa.y a wot·d at this stage. 
'rhe hon. Colonial Secretary can elaborate 
in his reply if he wishes. It is pet·haps not 
clearly stated in the Message that all the 
Council is asked to agree to at this stage 
is the acceptance in . pt·inciple of the 
Central Drainage Authority being estab
lished. [ agree that the Message can be 
rea.d as an invitation to accept all the 
recommendations of the Dt·ainage Commit
tee. If that is so, I can say quite defin
itely that th11,t was not inteudeJ. All the 
Council is expecte� to do is to accept in 
principle the establishing of ,L Ctmtral 
D1·<1,i11<1.ge Authol'ity. All q11e,tions re
lating to tlie writiu6 off of lo!tus, how a 
p:u-ticular areq, should be dealt with in 
relation to the Authorit.v etc., will remain 
for discussion later. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Th1tuks verv much 
• £or Your Excellency's ex:plimq,tion. ·

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I think th'l.t when
one is grateful, the less one savs the better.
I desire only to express my ;incere cr1•ati
tude to His .Majesty's Government fot this
agsistance and ruy great satisfaction at
knowing that $55,200 of 'this money is to
be spent on thr East Coast of Demerara
on drainage.

Mr. JACKSON: I would like to join
in the expression of gt·atitude £or the
speedy implementing of the Report of the
Royal Commission and to say that while I
accept the pt·inciple of the motion and I
regard with some degree of satisfaction
that the vat·ious <listricts would be well
se1·ve::l, I want-if this is not thi> proper
�ime-w�en the p1·oper time comes to put
m a speetal plea for the continuation of the
strip road on the West Coast, Demerara.
It was originally intende::l that three
miles gf strip road should be done there
and a little over two miles were finished
wheu the work was stopped. I notice that
there is an amouut unallocated, 1md I am
hoping that when the consideration of the
allocation comes up it may be found
possible for tl1at amount ot· 11 portion of
it to be spent on the strip road so as to
complrte the three miles intended to be
done.

Mr. KING : I thin!, th· hon. Mi>mb?r
who has jtt�t taken his seat is rathel'
lucky to get two miles of strip road in the

district in which he lives, Perhaps he has
not been along the East Bank road fo1· I have 
no doubt that if he has done so, he would 
realize that that road is in a deplo1·able 
condition, and rather than askincr Govern
ment to allocate $12,750 in puttinu down 
another mile on the West Coast, De�erara, 
where the road is quite good, hi> would put 
in a plea £or the people who live on the 
East Bank, Demerara. I feel sure that the 
hon. Director of Public Works aarees 
with me that the road has almost f�llen 
into disuse, d11e entirely to the fact that the 
road is collapsing. I was there recentlv 
1tnd how the people wlio live there ca� 
drive along that roarl dav after dav is in 

. . 

... .. ' 

my opm1on, something worthy of the en-
durance which this public so ably ex
pl'6sses. Not so long ago some of the bus
owners came to me and were rather strong 
in their . complaint that they have to pay
heavy hcences annually for using their 
buses and something should be done to the 
roads. I have time and again appealed to 
the hon. Director of Public Works to do 
something, and I would be exceedingly 
g_rateful to Government even if a small por
tLOn of the road be done. I am not an 
authority on road-building, and it is far 
from me to say how far the expenditure of 
the amount mentioned in the Message is 
going to improve the road on the East 
Bank, but I have no doubt that under t�e 
able control of the hon. Director of Public 
Works the money would be spent so well 
that the roa.d would undoubtedly be con
siderably improved. 

I may also add my thanks to the British 
Government for their generosity, although 
1 hope that the a.mount in the motion we 
are �ea.ling with to-day is but a very small
portLOn of what the Bl'itish Government in 
its lat·gesse is going to give this Colon-,. 
I have always felt that we are entitled to 
some recognition from the British Govern
ment as regards finances, and I have always 
hoJ?8_d that the diiy would come when the
British Government would assist us mater
ially wtih our financial worries. I sin
cerely hope the ex:penditure of this money 
on t�e works suggested will help to improve 
co1:1s1derably not only the particular 
O�Jecta on which it has been spent but 
�vill, I am sure, relieve what is far more 
important in this Colony and that is the 
umversal cry of unemployment. I cannot 
�>tJ that Tam too much enamoured with the 
t'lea. of spenJing idl that monev on recon
ditioning buildings. While Government is 
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doing so, mny I, a$ iL citizen of this 
City, ask Your Excellency to pass a1·ound 
by the Bourda Market <luring the com·se 
of your drives sometimes in the afternoons 
and see the deplorable and terrible condi
tion of the Police Station in thal localitv.
Tt is really an oye-sore. · 

TnE PRESIDEl\T : I think it is on the 
prog1·amme already. 

Mr. KING: I am exreedingly glad to 
hear that. Thad inte>ncled to re>mark that 
Government should set an example in the 
City. 

THE PRESIDEXT : I quite agree with 
the hon. Member. I think there is a vote 
on the Estimates for thi,; year to replace 
it. 

TUE COLO�IAL SECRETARY: 1 ask 
leave to move an amendment to the resolu 
tion. In the last parag1·aph delete the 
words "with the exception of the pro
posals relating to the Kitty Drainage area, 
and approves of the estiiblishment of a 
Central Drainage Authority as rec·om 
mended bv the CommitteP " in the tw1,lfth, 
thirteenth anrl fou1·teenth line:; thPn•of an<l 
substitute therefo1· tlw words " with 
regard to the estahlishownt of ii Central 
Drainage Boarrl as set out in v:.irngraphs 
109 lo 112 of ilw Committee's re>porl." 
'L'hal, [ think, would get 01·ei· the points 
raiijed by hon. )[pmbPr�. 

'L'uE PRE-,TDE:---T: That gi1·t>s efft•(·t 
to the explanation I ga.,·e just no". 

'J'EIE COLONIAL HECHEl'ARY: I
would like to rPminrl hon. )lemhPrs that 
when wp dealt with the Estimate-, this year, 
on page 7 L the sum of $17,500 in addition 
to the amount put down in thi� resolution 
was yoted for PxpPnditurl' 011 the main 
road and bridge:; in East. Oemt>rara, aucl 
similarly $24,500 for ,Vesl Demernra. 

�lr. 'KI�G : I apprt>ciat<' that, hut I 
have not seen any work st,u-ti>d a� yet. 

TEIE PRESIDE::ST : The hon. "[ember 
can only risP to a point of explanation. 

1Iotion a� amenderl put, and agreed to. 
crn�:�1.-1.'!'00RAPH ( AMEND)IE.ll'r) BILL, I U40. 

'l'rrn COLONIAL HECRETAltY: I 
move that a Bill intituled "An Ol'dinance 
furtlw1· to ,iruend the Cinematograph Or,li
nancl', Chapter 105," be read }L third ti ml' 
and pasi;ed. 

Mr. DIAS �econded. 
• Quc>Rtion "That this Bill bP rPa<l a third
time and passed " put, and agreed to.

Bill 1·ead thP third time. 

LOC,I.L Gov1mx.lIENT (VILLAGE COUNCILS) 
{AMENDMENT} BlLL, 1940. 

TuE PRESIDENT : The hon. Member 
for Wester_u Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) 
is not in his place and his motion will have 
to stand over. If the Council is agreeable, 
I imggest that the Local Authorities Bill, 
which was discussed just now and which is 
a matter of com1iderahle urge>ncy, may be 
reacl tht' third time. 

)fr. LAlNG (Commii;sioner of Laboui· 
anrl Local Go1•ernment) : I move that tlw 
�tanding Rules and Orderb be suspended to 
enabli> the following Bi II to be read a third 
time and passed :-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to amend the 
Local Government (Village Councils) Ordi
nance, 1935." 

Mr. CREASE : (Director of Education) 
seconded. 

Qui>stion put, and agrned to. 
Mr. LAlXU: I move that a Bill in

titulecl "An OrdinanCP to amend the Local 
Oovernm\'ut (Yillage Councils) Ordimmct>, 
l\J35," ht> 1•pa•I a t.hircl time and pas8ed. 

1fr. CltEd..HE seconrlecl. 
l�ueslion ·' Tlmt this Bill be read a

third time and passed," put, and agreed to. 
Bill rc.mrl the third time. 

'l'AIUPt' .l:'11on:c-r1oi. OF LOCAL .PRODUCTS 
AliD TliDUl:iTRI El'i, 

�fr. JACK.HON: J\foy I ask Your 
Exct-llency's permission to move the 
motion 8lan ling in the name of the 
hon. i\frmber for ,vestern E!!sequebo. 
1 have just received intimation from 
him tlmt he would like it to go thl'Ough 
to <fay. On behalf of Mr. C. V. Wight I 
bl'g to move the following motion standing 
in his namP 

Whereas unemployment is prevalent and 
Tif P in thP Colony of British Guiana; 

And Whereas it is desirable tbat local 
products and industries should be encouraged 
and protected as much as possible : 

Be it Resolved,-That this Council recom
mend to His Excellency the Governor tho 
appointment of a committee to consider the 
advisability of revising and re-adjusting with
out loss t'.l the revenue tho tariff duties now 
collectible with a view to the protection of 
l'.lc ·ll pro:l.1cts and indu�tries. 

lt is 11,n ,icknowledged fact tluit there is 
ii goo l cleJ.l of unemployment in the 
Colony an I [ lmve noted with pleasure, 
and I believe hon. Membe1·s of Council 
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have also noted with pleasure, that an 
effort will be made to reduce unemploy
ment because of the amount that will be 
spent as the result of the ho.Iii. Colonial 
Secretary's motion. I think, however, 
that will be only a temporary relief, and 
I believe it is also admitted that it is 
<lesirable that protection should be given 
to local products and industries in order 
that the people of the Colony might be 
induced to do thei1· best in connection 
with the gro,ving of more food. The 
" Grow More Food" campaign, I am sure, 
has actuated Mr. Wight in bringing for
ward this motion, and I am strongly of the 
opinion that the motion will be accepted 
as a matter of course. 

I must admit that the resolution is far
reaching ; but it is only asking for the 
appointment of a Committee, and I think 
the Council would be well advised to ask 
Government to accept the terms of this 
motion. I beg to move the motion. 

Mr. KING seconded. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS : It is difficult to 
oppose the motion and still more difficult 
to support it for the reason that it does 
not disclose what is in the mind of the 
mover as to what products and industries 
should be protected. I take it that Gov
ernment should have been looking after 
that business a.11 the time, and I cannot see 
the necessity for a Committee as regards 
that unless the hon. Member for ·western 
Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) points out 
in what respect further protection should 
be given. I am not prepared to oppose 
a motion of this kind but I want more 
information before voting blindly, 
especially as regards the recitals. One 
does not like to adopt them as they are. 

l:fr. GONSALVES : I further make a 
plea for the hon. Member who intended to 
move this motion. He was suddenly 
called away from attending Council this 

morning and, therefore, is not in a position 
to put his case. I do not know if the pro
cedure of the Council permits of any 
further debate on the motion being 
deferred. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be 
very much wiser. 

Mr. GONSALVES : If that is so, I 
suggest thitt furthet· debate 011 the motion 
be deferred, because I do not think the 
hon. Member who is responsible for the 
motion could have been aware at the time 
he sent the message that the Council was 
on the yerge of adjouming. Evidently ha 
thought the Council would have sat the 
whole day and he would have been able to 
get here by 12.30 o'clock. I suggest that 
the debate on the motion be adjourned. 

'.l'm; PRESIDENT: Obviously it is 
diflicult to consi<ler a motion like this 
without 11.ny concrete suggestion having 
been put forward. There will be, of course, 
in a reasonably short time a complete 
review of the whole system of taxation of the 
Colony under the proposals of the Royal 
Commission, which will cover a motion of 
this kind. \Yhether it iY really advisable 
to appoint ad hoc a Committee which has 
no definite proposal before it in advance of 
that view is another point of view. In any 
case it is not fair to ask the Council to 
consider a motion without any definite pro
posal before it as to the real purpose. If 
the Council is agreeable it could accept the 
suggestion by the hon. Member for George
town South (Mr. Gonsalves) that the 
debate stand adjourned. I can give 
no precise date on which the Coun
cil is likely to be summoned again, 
but I must say that it will not be a very 
long interval. I cannot fix the date. The 
Council will therefore stand adjourned 
sine cl·ie. 

The debate on the motion was adjourned, 
a,nd the Council adjourned sine die. 
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