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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDA� 1d AUGUS� 1M6 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Excel
lency the Officer Administering the Govern
ment, Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G., President, 
in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 

The President, His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government, 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. 
D. J. Parkinson (acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder. 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasw·er, Mr. 
W. 0. Fraser (acting).

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, 0.B.E., K.C.
(New Amsterdam). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse
quibo). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi
nated). 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem
erara-Essequibo) . 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. (George
town South). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus <Western Ber
bice). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. (Nom-
inated). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo Riverl. 
The Hon. A. M. Edun <Nominated). 
The Hon. V. Roth <Nominated). 
The Hon. W. J. Raatgever (Nom

inated). 
The Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 31st of July, 1946, as 
printed and circulated, were taken as react 
and confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

LEGISLA1'Ll'E Cou:-<crL ELEC'l'IO:-<S 
Council resumed the debate on the 

following motion :-

"WHEREAS certain provisions 
under Legislative Council (Elections! 
Ordinance No. 13 of 1945, as herein
after detailed, are not in the best in
terests of the inhabitants of the 
Colony of British Guianu; 

"AND WHEREAS certain Regula
tions made under the Le�islative 
Council (Elections) Ordinance, 1945, 
as hereinafter detailed, are also not 
in the best interests of the inhabitants 
of the Colony of British Guiana; 

"BE IT RESOLVED : 
(a) 

<b> 

BE 
(a) 

that the words "during the quali
fying period" regarding quali
fication of voters be deleted in 
section 3, wherever they occur, 
and that sub-section 8 of section ·' 
3 be also deleted; 

that provision be made In the , · 
Ordinance to enable a legally · 
constituted Attorney of any 
eligible person to be empowered 
to register that person as a voter 
if he or she is temporarily absent 
from the Colony; 

IT FURTHER RESOLVED : 
that Regulation 6 regarding 
declarations in support of Claim 
be deleted; 

(b) that Regulation 3 Cl) be amended
by substituting the words "15th
day of August" in place of 15th
day of June;

(cl that Regulation 9 Cl) be 
amended by substituting the 
words "31st day of October 1946" 
for 31st day of August, 1946; 

(d) that all other dates for the pub- , • 
lication, preparation by Revising •, 
Officer, and final publication of 
the list of voters under Part One , 
of the Regulations be extendeu , f • for a period of two months. 

The PRESIDENT : When the debate 
was adjourned yesterday, the hon. Mem
ber for Essequibo River had just finished 
his speech and other Members who wel'e 
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present had also spolrnn on the motion. 
I do not know whether the hon. Nominatert 
Member, Mr. Jackson. who was not present 
yesterday would like to SJleak on it. 

Mr. JACKSON: Yes, Your Excellency. 

The PRESIDENT: Then you may pro
ceed. 

Mr. JACKSON: ·I regret that through 
circumstances over which I had no control 
I was not privileged to be present yesterday 
to give my unqualified dissent from the 
motion before the Council. I am satisfied 
ir{ my own mind that sufficient facilities 
have been given to all who had a desire to 

· be registered as voters, and I do not see
that any good purpose would be served or
that the Council would be doing anything
iProper in acceding to this motion. I am
reminded by this motion of people who,
perhaps, are very old and in their dotage;
they are never satisfied. It does not mat�

· ter What you give them-'-very old people
they will tell you they had nothing

I.
·to eat ·or drink wben they had everything 
they could have wanted. It is due to a 
kind of kink in their mental faculty, anrt 
I am satisfied that the desire to get greater). 

• facilities than those already provided for n
the registration of voters is also due to a�
kink in the mentality of those who are •1
sapµorting this motion.

t There have been- tremendous dis- ·; 
cussions on this question of the franchise, 
and there has also been a desire on the 

. part of some Members to have universal 
adult suffrage.We have got to a stage where 
the franchise has been lowered, but fresh 

· effort's are being made to stretch this mat
ter of registration to-what I will call -in
ordinate lengths. Arrangements were
made to extend the time for registration
and when that was done everybody who
Wished to have their names registered had
an opportunity to do so. To extend the

- time further, I think, would be very wrong
indeed. I am satisfied, sir, that no amend

• • ment should be made in regard to this 
Ordinance. 

I do not see the need for introducing 
anything about attorneys being given the 
power -to register the names of their prin
cipals who may be out of the Colony. The 
hon. -Member for North Western District 

had a fright, I understand, while he wa::; 
a.way in Canada. Perha!JS, he did think 
that Government could not dispense with 
the old register until they ha.ct actually 
brought in the new one, but no one who 
gave the matter aEY thought could have be
lieved that if there is to be a general elec
tion the old register would have to stand. 
I do not think we are responsible for tht' 
fright which the hon. Member experi(,ncr.d 
when he was away, and there should be nu 
illusion about satisfying him in that 
respect. The motion, to my mind, is not 
necessary and I oppose it with all my heart. 

Mr. ROTH; To a point of order, sir! 
The hon. Member who has just taken his 
seat, overcome with the sound of his own 
veTbosity, dared to suggest that all those 
who supported this motion are old atld 
suffering from some mental kin!;:. I do not 
know that that was a proper remark to 
make, and r ask that the hon. Member be 
made to withdraw it. 

The PRESIDENT : In my opinion it 
is perfectly parliamentary. No other 
Member appears to be desirous of speaking 
on the motion and I will, therefore, ask the 
Attorney-General to Teply on behalf of 
Government. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL; This 
motion by the hon. Membe11 for North 
Western District engaged the attention of 
this Council during the whole of yesterday 
afternoon and various views have been 
expressed ln connection with it, but the 
consensus of opinion seems to be that the1·e 
should be an extension of the time foT regis
tration. ';rhat ts, may I be permitted to say, 
in keeping with all that is reasonable and 
with all that has been done to provide the 
necessary facilities foT the claimants to 
register during the period that was allowed. 
Before I deal with that aspect of the motioq, 
however, I desire to malce a few general 
observations. I think it will be readily 

· conceded that the Govzrnment has done
everything possible in its power to enable
all those who had the desire or an interest
in . the elections to come forward and
register .

As Your Excellency remarked yester-
day afternoon, you may talce a horse to 
the water but you cannot make it clrin!{, 
and one of the factors which has to be 

. 
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'1·ecko11ed with is the great indifference facilities are provided, &nd .I venture to 
;being displayed by a great many people 
who are entitled to be registered. They 
themselves have neglected the oppo1· -
r.unity to do so, and one does not
have to look far to realise that when
one remembers the speech of the hon.
MP.mber for Georgetown South. Up to late
yesterday afternoon he was, in hh capacity
as a Commissioner of Oaths, still receiving
forms from a good many persons who waited
until the last moment and, as a matter of
.fact, I was informed by the Elections
Officer that just about. the time when the
period for registration was enlarged there
was a complete lull. I think the people
.must realise that they must help them
·selves. The passing of legislation for an
extension of the franchise-putting a lower

say without fear of contradiction that those 
facilities have been provided. 

The first point which the hon. mover 
has raised is with regard to the question 
of qualificaLion and the qualifying periqd, 
ancl in that respect I wish to point out to 
hon. Members that to remove the qualify-
ing period from this Jerrislation would . be 
to remove the basic princi!lle or one of the 
basic principles on which rests the whole 
structure of voting in this community, iu 
England, or in any other community wllich 
follows this same line of procedure. We 
are not-if I may say so without impro-
priety-a nomadic people moving hither 
and thither and not capable of displaying 

limit on their income and giving them other any interest in ourselves. Income and 
.rights for registration as voters-is very residence must be tied together and they 
well in itself, but the people tl1emselves have been so tied for centuries. In England 
must accept and appreciate those rights where there is adult suffrage a qualifying 
and do everything in their power to show - period exists as part and parcel of the 
that they appreciate them. I venture to Procedure. I am sure the hon, mo.,yer of 
state that the British Guiana Labour the motion appreciates this because I have 
Party of which the hon. mover of this pointed it but to him before. 
motion is a member, came into being after 
the time of registration was fixed and, 
indeed. after the first extension was made. 

It will be clearly realised that Gover:n
.ment itself, by its publicity campaign, has 
done more than any otl1er organ or any 
,o!Jther organisation, or ttny individual, to 
�ring home to the people the desirability 
-:to Tegister-ami register as quickly as 
·possible. Every newspaper and every
B.P.I. communique within the last two
months has been pointing the way to
would-be voters. so that when the hon.
Member levels criticism at Government
·11,lleging that Government has been
blundering and doing the right thing at
the wrong time-I am sure he �vill be
gracious enoug·h to admit that Government
has not been neglectful of the interest of
the public and that Government has also
a duty and a responsibility to be balanced
and to be fair to all !Jarties and all classes
and all peoples in the Colony. It does not
matter ultimately which !)articular Mem
ber may Gr may not be returned. That is
the concer;:i of the electQrate. but the C()n ..
cern of the Government i,s to see-as the
last hon. speaker has stated-that the

May I with -your permission, sir, refe1� 
hon. Members tb Halsbury's Laws of 
England, Vol. 12, Pa;,;e 181, on the question 
of Elections. As regards "Qualifyin3 
Period", it says :-

"The qualifying period to entitle 
any person, otherwise qualified, to 
regi:;tration as a resident in a con
stituency is residence for three months 
<or one month in the case of. a naval 
or military voter whose, service ceased 
cluring the three months) ending on 
and including June 1". 

I pause there to say that the principle 
is t!1ere. That is to say you must have a· 
qualifying period and you will realise that 
the qualifying period ends on June 1. We 
have here, according· to our Ordinance, a 
11ualifying period of six months. In 
Eng'land there was a longer period, but not 
so Jong ago it was reduced to three months. 
The point I am endeavoUTing to make, how
ever, is that thP-re is a qualifying period 
even though there is adult suffrage obtain
ing in England. I arn sure hon. Members 
will agree that that disposes of the point' 
raised, because it goes to. the root of the 
whole set-up. 
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The next point to which the hon. 
mover of the motion referred was the 
question of statutory declaration, and I 
suggest that the hon. the Deputy President 
very fully ex,Jlained the position in so far 
as the statutory declaration is concerned. 
We are requiring people to make a claim; 
on that claim they say they are entitled to 
be registered and they support that by way 

. of a statutory declaration. It has to be 
borne in mind that it is not only this aspect 
of the qualification on which emphasis has 
been placed that requires conside:ration. 
The relevant section-section 3 of the local 
Ordinance-says:-

"3. (1) Subject to the provis-ions 
of this section and of section four of 
this Ordinance, any person who-

(a) .· is a British subject who has
attained the age of 21 years;

That is the first point to be borne in 
mind. Then the section continues : 

"(b) is able to read some language; 
and 

" ( c) is not subject to any legal 
incapacity; .... " 

Those are essential legal qualifi
cations and they are part and 
parcel of the · whole claim. Suppose, 
for the sake of argument, a claim 
is put forward and it is subsequently 
discovered that the person is not a British 
subject, or is not 21 years of age, or is 
not able to read and write some language. 
That person might have deliberately put 
forward his claim with the full knowledge 
that those facts were wrong. It is not only 
a question as to whether that person works 
for $10 per month, but it is on the whole 
claim that he has to be registered and I 
hope the hon. Member appreciates that 
aspect of it. What sanction would we have 
in a case where a person deliberately puts 
forward a claim knowing that the facts 
therein are wrong ? 

Mr. JACOB: Imprisonment! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Impris
onment is the sanction for giving a false 
declaration, I quite agree, and that is one 
of the provisions you have put here. So 
far as the declarations are concerned, hon. 

Members will recollect that during the 
course of a debate a couple of months ago, 
it was pointed out that a declaration should 
be given by the employer as that would 
facilitate the voter himself and save him 
time perhaps in having to go before the 
Registering Officer and satisfy him as to 
the particulars on which his claim is based. 
It is not imperative-it is governed by the 
word "may" as I have already pointed out 
-that such a declaration should be sub
mitted, but the pr.ovision is there for the
purpose of facilitating the claimant. I
have dealt with that point before, but I
thinlc it is just as well to refer to it again
in view of the remarks made by the hon.
Member.

With regard to the question of not 
providing for people who remove from one 
district to another, may I suggest to hon. 
Members that they are taking a very 
narrow view of registration? The law is 
put here for all purposes and registration 
is not. merely for the elections which may 
be coming in April. If a person removes 
when he has the right to register and is 
registrable is he to be put on the registeT 
for that year? I think hon. Members are 
not realising the fact that the law is not 
only in connection with the forthcoming 
elections, but it is a general principle for the 
purposes of registTation taken as a whole. 
If reference is made to the Regulations, it 
will be seen that throughout several of 
them-take Regulations No. 48 of 1945 for 
instance-this idea is borne out. Regula
tion 3 (2) of the latter Regulations 
states :-

" ( 2) Any person who claims to be 
entitled to be registered as a voter, 
and who is not entered or is entered in 
an incorrect place or manner· or with 
incorrect particulars in a Register of 
Voters prepared under the Ordinance, 
may claim to be registered, or to be 
registered correctly, by sending or 
delivering to the registering officer, 
between the 1st and the 15th days of 
January in every year after the yea.1· 
1946, a claim in Form No. 1 in the 
Scheduie". 

That is there for general purposes
for purposes of registration at any time. 
The list is published every year; it is 
revised and provision is made i.n the 
Regulations for its revision. Consequently, 
a person who may not have the right to 
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regi�ter today because l,e has recently 
removed into another district, has not 
been deprived of the right for all time to 
be 1·egisterccl. As soo;:i as Ms qualifying 
period is completed in the new district his 
name will go on the list and he will have 
the same right to vote as anybody else. I 
,vish to point out to hon. Members and 
particularly to the hon. Member for North 
Western District that the matter is dealt 
with in Regulation 9 (2) which says:-

"(2) The registering officer shall, on 
or before the 15th clay of March in 
each year after the year 1946, compile 
and sign, and publish copies of, the 
List of Voters for the electoral dis
trict, or reg"istra.tion area thereof, of 
which he is the retiistering officer; 

" 

Then, in Regulation 12 (1) it is stated 
that:-

"(1) The 
(al 

registering officer shall, 
on or beforn the 24th day 
of September, 1946, in the 
case of the first List of, 
Votern published under 
this Ordinance, and 

(bl on or before the 24th day 
of April in any year after 
the year 1946,-

make o.nd sign a list of all persons objected 
to under regulation 10, and a list of all 
persons who have given notice of appeal 
l'nder regulation 11". 

Th en, Regulation 15 ( 1 ) says : -
"(1) The revising officer shall, 

(a) between the 9th day of
October, 1946, and the
24th day of October, 1946,
in the case of the first List
of Voters published under
this Ordinance, and

(bl between the 15th diW of 
May and the 31st day of 
May in any year after th3 
year 1946,-

llalcl a revising court for the purpose of 
revising the List of Voters and of settling 
and preparing the Register of Voters." 

It is clear, therefore, that persons who 
have removed from one electoral district 
to another will not be forever and etern
ally deprived of their right to register and 
their right to vote. It is fundamental that 
residence in a district ancl not only income 
is a prerequisite to reg'istration. In other 
wol·ds, if -a man retains his residence but 
ceases to 1nake the. necessary income he 

would not be qualified just the same us if he 
;nade the income but had no residence. The 
two thin"� a,:e tied together. Obviously that 
must be so, because you cann:1t be a voter 
unless you are on the Voter';' List for a 
part,cuJ.ar electoral distri.ct or const.ituency 
and, therefore, you cai:not have a person, 
who may have been in Electoral Dis
trict A but has remcveri. before 
the cm1 of the qualifying period from· 
that di.strict, voting for t�.at district. 
The hon. Member and several hon. 
Members seem to entertain tl1e view that 
this should a!JPlY to Georgetown particular-
lY, but I want to suggest to hon. Members 
that we cannot in principle deal with a 
matter of this sort with one electoral dis .. 

trict. alcne. The matter has to be taken from 
the larger point of view. That is, if you are 
dealing with the question of removal, it 
wiJ.1 have to be clone from the �)Dint cf view 
of tb� Colony as a whole. That is to say, if 
a. person removes from New Amsterdam to
the Berbice River District, th::!n the same
principle will have to apply. I hope the hon.
Member appreciates the !JOint:: am making.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: To a point of 
conection! I was not asking that the City 
of Georgetown should have any special con
dition more than the outlyirn districts in 
the country. I used Georgetown as an 
instance for my argument. 

The ATTCHNEY-GENEEii.L: I hope 
the hon. Member appreciates that I also 
used Georgetown for the purpose of argu
ment. It must apply in principle throughout 
the Colony. That is the point! am malcing. 
In other words, let us take the North-West 
District. Am I to understand if a person 
resides in tl,l' North-West District during 
tl1C' first tl1:ec months of the qualifying 
perle;cl anr1 rc_,moves to Georgetown, so as 
to earn :i living he should th.ereforc be given 
the right ta vote? 

Mr. ,T.!\.COB: In whichever district 
1-:� chooses. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The 
hon. Member's point therefore resolves 
itself into this: So long n.s yo1; are resident 
in the Colony, when you remove from one 
1)8.rt of the Colony or eler.tor�,l district to

another part or electornl disLdct, it does
not matter where you go, you C:=:tlTY with you
the right to be registered as a voter. I
would noint out to the hon. n.irember that
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that is an enunciation of a principle which it 

will be very difficult, I suggest, to follow 

up. I wish to point out that so far as 

residence is concerned, in England there 

is a provision with rngard to moving into 

a. contig·uous constituency but not with

regard to the point which the hon. Member

1s endeavouring to make-that wherever

you go you should have the right to vote

and that the ·voters' List should be altered

just l:Jy your making the necessary change.

I am sure it is not to be exnected, having

regard to the fact that for months this

Council sat and deliberated and considered

every clause in the Bill which eventually

became law in October of last year; and even

before that there was a Commission sitting

and, I believe, various representations were

made, so that the Ordinance as it stands

is a piece of legislation, which has received

very full consideration and which was

debated at every step before the final clause

was ;·eached and passed. Many of the

suggestions which are now coming- forward

appear to me to be new. I do not remember

that this point was 1·aised in the course

of the debate, after I had the privilege of

coming into this Council. But that does

not necessarily mean that this Council

cannot consider it but .. as the hon. l\!ember

for Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves)

remarked, these are matters for future

consideration.

Now the hon. Member for North

Western District <M1·. Jacob) yesterday 

stated that the Regulations had not been 

laid. I pointed out to the hon. 

Member that they had been laid at the time 

when the Wortmanville Housing Bill was 

laid. I would remind the Council that the 

principal Regulations, No. 48 of 1945, were 

published in the Gazette of the 20th 

December, 1945, and were laid in this 

Legislative Council on the 21st December, 

llJ45, and the first amendments providing 

for an extension of the time within which 

claimants could register-Regulations No. 

12 of 1946-were published in the Gazette

cf the 21st June, 1946, and were laid in the 

Legislative Council on the same day. The 

second amendments which were for the 

purpose of fw·ther extending the time

Regulations No. 15 of 1946-were published 

in the Gazette on the 11th July, 1946, and 

were laid in the Legislative Council on the 

18th July. I mention these facts in order 

to dispel any misunderstanding or mis

appl'ehension "·ith rega1·d to the suggested 

irregularities. I do not wish it to go un

rec01·ded that the�e Regulations for the 

purpose of extending the time were all laid 

before the Legis!Rtive Council some time 

before the actual date fixed for expiration. 

In fact before the second set of Regulations 

was actually laid and when the Bill was 

before this Couaci!, I mentioned that the 

Re1rulations were being- prepared and would 

be ready as soon as the Bill was passed. 

That is to indicate to Members that Gov

ernment itseli did not at any time without 

previous communication to the public bring 

the Regulations here and actually extend 

the time. So the point. which was being 

made by the hon. Member and wllich was 

answered by the hon. Member for George

town South about there being an interval 

between the final closing date and subse

r;uent extension, I sugg·est, has been an .. 

swered. 

There is one other point to which, I 

had said, I would refer. aad that is the 

question of practical difficulties which 

may arise witll regard to the printing of 

the List. I wish ta ii1form hon. Members 

that is a matter wiuch Government is 

keeping a close watch upon. At this stage 

it will be appreciated that one can hardly 

tell exactly how matters will turn up. We 

appreciate the hon. Member's point with 

regard to the List. Assuming that the 

List is completed and the 31st July is the 

final date-the registration forms are 

handed in, the J.ist checked and sent to 

the Registering Officer-it then has to be 

printed. That is a matter with regarrl 

to which we cannot mak:e any pronouncr.

ment at the moment, but I may emphasise 

that these practical difficulties are appre

ciated and every possible step will be talcen 

to see whether they can be overcome. If 

they cannot be overcome, that is to say, 

if everything that is required to be done 

by way of the Registering Officer complet-

ing the List, sending it to the Printers and 

getting it printed and published, it is 

quite clear that we would have to 

make the necessary adjustments so far as 

the time goes. These factors are realised, 

and it is in the light of these practical 

difficulties that I wish to inform hen. Mem

bers that there may be the ne:ocssity of 

making necessary adjustments so far as 
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the time required, but I also wish to reminci 
ihis Council in no uncertain terms that 
when this Bill was before this Council 
Members themseives were responsible fo1· 
the postponement of the date. It will be 
within the recollection of hon. Members 
that even in the final stages of the dis .. 
dicussion of the Bill I suggested certciin 
elates with regard to clause !} t3l which 
reads: 

"The Register of Voters shall 
come into force on the first day of 
August in each year and shall remain 
in force until the Lhirty-first day of 
July of the following year." 

There was a suagc:;tion made and as 
C\ result the proviso to the chuse was made 
to read : 

"Provided that the first Register 
o,f Voters to be prepared under this 
Ordinance shall come into force on the 
first day of September, nineteen hun
dred and forty-six, or on such later 
date <not being later than the first dc1.y 
of December, nineteen hundred al1d 
forty-six) as the Governor may, by 
Order published in the Gazette, appoint 
and shall remain in force until the 
thirty-first day of July, nineteen lnrn
dred and forty-seven." 

There was a prolonged debate. I do 
not think you were here at the time, sir. 
It was suggested that it should be post .. 
paned because the people would not have 
had the income returns, etc., and eventually 
It was postponed, but the proviso, as ulti
mately passed, dealt with the first Register 
of Voters and limited the time within 
which we had to carry through the various 
requirements before the Register became 
final. I mention that, because having 
regard to any possible difficulties with 
regard to printing, this proviso will 
have to be amended, as the ultimate 
date given for the coming into force of 
the Register of Voters is the 1st day of 
December, 1946, so that hon. Members will 
be fully apprised of the position. 

Your Excellency, I hope I have not 
followed the example of the hon. Member. 
but there-were several points to be covered 
and I did not wish them to remain without 
replying and placing on record that the 
Government itself has doae everything pos
sible, even though the hon. Member does 
not think so. I have replied at some length 

because I clo ;1ot wish any misunderstanding 
on the i,ever-al matters raised, particularly 
with regard to tr1e qualifying perio(!. 1 
do not wish hon. Members to thinl, that 
we c::tn dispose of it like th:lt and have 
o.ny qu�.lifying period. Tl10 declaration,
as ! have r>ointed out, is a very necessary
part of the cllim, particnl::ixly now that
you are havin;: a lower income franchise. I
also wish to emphm:is= that registration
docs not necessarily stO!J with the 31st July.
It is open to every member of this com
munity, who is not regist�1ed ancl has the
J:ic;ht to register, to go and register. The
last sst of vc.ters will not be on this List,
and the Government has beaten the drum
and dol1e everything possible on its
part by way of liiving the needed
public_ity to the necessity for regis
tration as soon as possiJJle. I hope
hon. Members will persist in persuading
those who have been lethargic and in
different. and who have not appreciated
their responsibilities. to ccme forward and
register. They will be in time for the
next List.

Mr. EDUN : I would like to ask one 
question in order to (;!arify one misappre
he::.ision. Would it be correct to say that 
a BPI communique was issued declaring 
that the old List was obsolete. and it was 
afterwards adjusted and ten days were 
wasted in the adjustment? 

The ATTORNEY-GENENAL: I 
think the hon. Member is correct in his 
statement, but I do not Jmow about ten 
days being wasted. As a point of argu
ment i�'l answer to the hon. Member, it 
had no effect for the simple reason that 
it only meant that 10,000 persons who 
would have registered did not have to 
register. 

Mr. JACOB : I would just like to 
clarify the l)oint that has been raised by 
the hon. the Fourth Nominated Member 
<Mr. Edun) before I deal with the speeches 
that have been made for and against this 
motion. Early in June I received while 
in Canada a clipping from the Daily Argosy

of the 24th May and a BPI communique

stating that all persons are to register so 
[l3 to become eligible to vote. It is no use 
disguising the fact that the statement was 
made by a certain portion of the Press 
and by the BPI. I think we have realised 
the falsity of the motion that was moved 
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in this Coundl, limiting s:1c2ch:s io !1alf 

a.n hour ::tnd giving the n·io·ver of a motio21

thE: right to c;peak for three-quarters of an

hour.

The PF. ESIDENT : on tile other 

hand, if the hon. Member who is speaking 

is competent he can cover �.ll Lhe groun:.i 

in any �!)eect1 in ten minutes. Diel t.hc 

i1on. Membe;· l1imseif not say that? 

i\:Ir. JACOE:: I can make :-my speech 

at any time to suit the occasion, but here 

we have an accomplished speaker, the hon. 

the Attol'ney- General, in re1Jlying to the 

debate, especially to my speech on this 

motion. takirr; exactly forty-five minutes. 

Yet this CounGil voted for that motion. It 

was a most 1·etrogressive move. I trust 

Government wili not insert tha',; in the 

Standing Or(crs of this Council. I did 

not deal with this matter as comprehen
sively as I would have liked when intro·

ducing this rr.otion in this Council j,ester

day. I had a ';ood deal cf notes here which 

I had to forego, but this morning after 

thinlcing the matter over I wondered 

whether this -=:ouncil having regard to the 

passing of th:,t motion is really interested 

in construP-tive criticism Ol' in having a 

realiy constructive democratic government. 

I said that is how I would make my reply 

to this debate. I do not thinlc that, con-· 

stitutetl as tl�is Council is, it is not in

terested in constructive democratic prin

ciples. I am not going to refer to those 

principles, as Your Excellency did that yes

terday. I will just leave that as it is. l 

am going to deal with the last speech first-. 

The hon. the Attorney-Genernl made 

a. few very important points. I want to

deal with one or two of them. The first

one is the question of a statutory declara

tion. I made the particular point to ask

whether there are precedents in any part

of the Colonial Empire. British Guiana has

made a precedent in that respect and the

hon. the Deputy President (Mr. Woolford)

wants it to continue as a precedent in the

British Empire. I think tl:e hon. the Attor

ney-General h:::.s missed the point I made in

regard to the qualifying period for a per

son removing from one place to another.

While it is true the Regulations provide

for people to be registered year after year,

what is to ha•1pen after the registration

period closes and an election is to be held

c!nring that year ? I am going to Gcruti

u\ze the List that is to be published as I 

may be able to find some loopholes to object 

:;Ltccessfuliy to some l'viembers and so rob 

them of their seats if elected. If a person 

removing from one place to another and 

not having the qualification at the latter 

pl:lce is objected to at the revision time, 

he will be without u vote. One may find 

himself in the position of not having a vote 

if objection is taken to his name being on 

the List for the district from which he llas 

removed. 

So I say, if you are going to have 

a qualifying period of three months as in 

England, let us have it. Let us have also 

the other provision so that if a man's name 

has been omitted from the voters' list he 

will still be entitled to retain his seat 

as a Member of this Leg·islature. The hon. 

the Attorney-General has not answered 

that point. If it happens that my ff,.me 

does not appear on a voters' list I can be 

removed from this Council and will have 

no right to seek election until it. is put back 

there. The hon. the DF.puty President 

has not answered the point at all, and I 

would su[l"gest that if he is to old to think 

now he should give youth a chance. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: Order! 

Mr. JACOB: The hon. foe Attorney

General made the point that ample 0ppor

tunity was given to people to register, and 

while I admit that some opportunity was 

given and that this Government •.lid it.s 

very best. I say it did its bE:st toe, late. Here 

we have a proclamation dated july 31 com

ing to me this morning-just now-and 

intended to be served in Electoral District 

No. 3. It will have absolutely no effect 

now; the list is already closed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: May 
I state that if it came late it was .rnt my 

fault. I made arrangement that it should 

be communicated to the Botanic Gardens 

because I understood it was connected with 

four people there. I made arrangement 

with the BPI for it to be sent there yester

day, therefore it was possible for the per

sons concerned to. be registered in time. 

The PRESIDENT : I will add that 

the situation reaily producPd a touch of 

humour. The persons concerned were 
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astonished at Government's offer and t.hey 
thought that Government Officer was g-et
-ting a bonus for getting the people reg
istered; 

Mr. JACOB : This happens to be 
near· Georgetown, but what about the pro
clamation which was issued at the last 
minute appointing Registering Officers for 
the Mazaruni district and othP.r places ?

The P.RESIDENT : , The people who 
were given appointments as Commissicners 
Qf Oaths had the letters of instruction .�ent 
to the.m-each one of them. As regards 
the Mazaruni district, I wish to say that 
I; personally, got a telegram sent to the 
Commissioner at Bartica after gP,tting the 
formal consent of the Local Government 
Department, stating that the Commissioner 
of Oath had been duly appointed. So I 
think the hon. Member should be ;,atlsfied 
'8.S regards the people in that district. 

Mr. JACOB: If I could· be satisfied 
that instructions were sent to the persons 
appointed in every district I would be per
fectly satisfied. I am not attaching blame 
merely to those who had to deal with this 
particular matter; I am saying that the 
whole set-up is bad. A delay of two weeks 
will not make any difference. The hon. 
the Attorney-General was very guarded in 
referring to this matter, and I am not going 
to get wise after the event. The hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo, who is now 
out in the lobby smoking his pipe, said I 
wanted to have the elections delayed, but 
that is not so. I know the elections should 
have been held a few years ago, but it is 
not the· fault of any of us that they are 
not. I sa.y definitely that there was hardly 
anyone who was more insistent than I-

. and, I· think, the hon. Member for.George
town North also-that the elections should 
· have been held years ago. The hon. the
Deputy President who was C\mirman of the
Franchise Commission thought otherwise,
however.

. .  Mr. WOOLFORD: I shoulq like to 
get that statement; I have not heard it.
I am certain that within the last two or
three years I.have hardly listened to a state
ment fl'om the hon. Member which was cor
rect. I cannot undetstand why the hon.
Member should, be allowed to continue.
H'e is always being ccrrected. ,but never
withdr'aws them. · 

Mr. JACOB: The Deputy President 
has made a general statement which has 
no value whatever. 

Mr. WOOLFORD ! Except the Value 
of saying that you made E:. false statement, 

The PRESIDENT : I would suggest 
that the debate continue without any pe1:
sonalitles. 

Mt-.. JACOB : The Franchise Com-
mission began its sittings in June, 1941, and 
the majority report is dated 'February· 29, 
1944, so tlmt it took nearly. three years to 
pl'esent this document. 

The PRESIDENT: That is a fact, 
but you need not put that interpretation 
on it. 

Mr. JACOB: I recollect. that the 
Elected Members were asked to come he1,e 
and say whether the elections should be 
postponed. I was the only Member who said 
there should be no delay and, possibly, 
the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
was another. The hon. Member for West
ern Essequibo stated that I wanted tlle elec
tions postponed, but that is a delib_er.ate 
misstatement of fact. 

The hon. the Attorney-General said I 
made the point that a person l�ving· 1n 
Georgetown should, if qualified o.s a voter, 
hav.e a right to· vote in any of the three 
electoral districts, but I do not mean 
Georgetown only. There is only an imag
inary line dividing these constituencies in 
the City. The point. I made w:.s that so 
long as a person is resident in the Colony 
he should always have the rig'ht to vote. 
If a qualifying period must be put in the 
law, then nome provision should be mad·e 
so that· a �erson may not lose that vote 
at any time. I do not think that is 
asking too much. If we are to get a 
pr�cectent in this res!)cct, then Jet British 
Guiana do so. I am not a lawyer-Hals
bm·y's laws have been involtP.d and perhaps 
they at·e rl2ht, but Halsbui·y's can be 
wrong too. I cio not thlnk I wisl1 to say 
anything more on wl1at t�ie hon. the Attor
lleY··General has h·ad· to sa..y. I will only 
say that I wish to thank him for his efforts 
in this matter. I know, personally, that 
he has done his best. If Government does 
no-t wish to accede to th.e motion, then 
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I dan only say that I have d011e my best. 
Nevertheless, I would ask that the motion 
be put to a division. Nine hon. Members 
have spoken on this question and the hon. 
Member for Demerara,-Essequibo gave his 
reas011 why he did not second the motion. 
He referred to a meeting at the .Town Hall 
and I wish, personally, to thank him for 
what he has done. 

I think the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Critchlow, would agree that the Execu
tive of the British Guiana Labour Party 
supported the suggestion for the extension 
i>f the time for registration from July 31. 
Some Members thought that rt should be 
e�tended to August 31, but I suggested 
August 15 and I main�ain that I was cor
rect. Those 15 days are not required so. 
that we could delay the elections, but in 
order that we should do the things I have 
'asked for in this motion-so that all eligible 
persons could be registered. That is all 
I ask for, and 15 days will not delay the 
·elections at all. I want to give the esti
mated number of voters from the figures
given by the hon. the Attorney-General.
I have ta.ken some interest in this matter,
but -if I am to be limited in my speeches
here to half an hour or three-quarters of 
an hour-or to any time at all-then I
would not be able to offer constructive
criticism.

In Eastern Berbice the List of Voters 
-contained only 1,558 names and the ad
dition up to the date given by the Attorney
General was 6,280, making a total of 7,838.
In Ne\v Amsterdam the List contained 1,089
names and 1,643 new ones have been added,
making a total of 2,732. In the Berbice
River the List contained 1,510 names and
l,tiOO have been added, making a total
of 3,010. In Western Berbice the List con
·talned 777 names and 1,934 new ones have
been added, making a total of 2,711. In
Eastern Demerara the1;e were 1,2-74 names 
on the List and 5,050 new mies have been, 

· making a total of 6,324. In Central Dem
erara-and r· wonder ii the hon. Member
(Mr. de Agular) who represents the con
stituency knows this fact;-there were pnly
884 names oi; ·the List and 5,000 new ones
have been added, making a total of 5,384.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I thank the hq_n. 
Member for hi& lntel'est. 

Mr. JACOB : i:n Georgetown North 
there were 801 names on the List and 1,918 
new onf:'s were added, making a total of 
2,7i9. In Georgetown Central there were 
2,101 names and 2,950 new ones were added, 
making a total of 5,051. . In Georgetown 
South there were 1,201 names and 3,457 
were aclcted, making a total of 4,658: ·rn the 
Demerara River District there were 1,047 
pames on the List and 3,900 new ones were 
added, making a total of 4,947. In the 
Demerara-Essequibo District there were 
701 names on the List and 1,575 new ones 
were added, making a total of 2,276. rn 
the Essequibo River District there were 
969 names on the List and 1,fi92 new ones 
were added, making a total of 2,561. In the 
Western Essequibo Distric� there were 580 
names on the List and 1,900 new ones were 
<idded, making a total of 2,480. In the 
North Western District there wer� 58 names 
on the List and 350 new ones have been 
added, making a total of 408. That makes 
a total of 14,550 names on the previoua 
Lists. an addtion of 39,049 new names and 
a grand total of 53,599 on the Lists at pres
ent. Let us say that we will have 55,000 
voters on the new Roll ; I do not think that 
will be satisfactory and that is why every 
effort should be made to see that all 
eligible persons are registered. 

I made the complaint that the people 
throughout the Colony, and particularly in 
some places, were not given proper facili
ties. They were not given forms for 
instance. Only today I was speaking to 
certain persons from the Demerara River 
District and they said that they could not 
get forms. I wish the hon. Member con
cerned would contradict that. The hon. 
Member for Demerara River and the h.011. 
Member for Essequibo River made· every 
effort to get forms for those people when 
they visit.ed the constituency, but they could 
not get. Perhaps we are going to be told 
that none were available at the time. 
Apart from the North-Western District, the 
List for DemernJ:a-Essequibo District is 
the smallest at the present time. Is that 
the reason why the hon. Member for 
Demerara-Essequibo has not supported this 
motion? One hon. Member has su�gested 
that all the Members of the Executive 
Council are afr�td of large Lists. I con
firm 'that statement and I just leave it there. 

"We will see uie i·esults when the new Lists 
are out. 
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Mr. GONSALVES: What the hon. 
Member suggests about Members of the 
Executive Council would apply to the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Critchlow, because 
he is a Member of the Executive Council 
a lso . 

Mr. JACOB: I a m r eferring to 
Elected Members. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I thinlc they 
· can all take pretty good care of them
selves. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I agree. rn'so far 
as' ·m y- constituency is concerned, the in
crease in the numbei· of voters is over fif
teen· times as great as that relating to the 
the hon. Mem ber 's CQn~tituency. 

Mr. JACOB : I wish to goodness the 
North West District had 5,000 people. It 
is not my· fault that it has not, but I am 
not going to pursue that point any further 
today. I am going to leave it just there. 
As we say in creolese, "nough" said." The 
hon. Member for Western Berbice made 
a very keen point as regards the question 
of declarations. It1 1928 there were· no 
statutory declarations relating to Members 
of.this Council, but the ingenuity of certain 
hon. Members caused us to have them now. 
It is said that they give Members P.n nm1or
tunity of certifying their worth. yet we 
11ave some people saying · that they are a 
howling farce. I am bound to admit that 
a large number of these declarations ca11-
be described as a howling farce. Even 
if Government does not want to investi
gate them, that is so. 

With reference to my letter of July 
10 to the Colonial Secretary, I stated in 
paragraph 2 that the Registering Officer 
claimed that a declarant sllould sign his 
name in full otherwise the form would ne 
rejected. If the signature appears to be 
shaky the form is a lso rejected. Some
times my signature is shaky-for instance. 
if I have to write on an uneven place it 
would not be the same as that given at the 
Bank. Claims have been rejected for 
these reasons, and if I am asked to name 
the persons responsible and bri:11 the evi
dence I would do so. I a m told that even 
if the Registering Officer in question sus
pects that a cel'tain form should have an 
employer's declaration attached to it-and 

!t is not there he rejects it. He saves 
himself the trouble of writing to the claim
ant stating that he wants the proper in
formati_on. Perhaps Government likes 
that, because it also is not anxious 
to have . a large electora l Roll. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do 
not · think the hon. Member is justified 
in making that allegation at all-that Gov
ernment is putting aay obstacle in t1-ie -~ay 
of anybody who desires to be registei·ed. 
Government, as a 'matter of fact!, held a 
campaign among the people . req1,1estin !f 
them to take steps to be registered. I do 
not 'think the hon. Member is justified 
in making· the remark. 

Mr. JACOB : I think I am justified, 
but I will not press the point. Perhaps 
I am not fully justified, but if all 'theire 
obstacles are removed it would cause Gov-· 
ernment to have more · 'tlian these 55,000 
persons registf!red. Possibly tlfat is the 
reason. I am at pains to point out these 
things in detail, and if I do not I would be 
told mal,e the point. I cannot, how
ever, get Government and this Legislative 
Council constituted as it is to admit that 
these things are \\:rong. The hon. Nom
inated Member, Mr. Critchlow, agreed at 

.,one time that there should be adult suf
. frage, but another time he said the time 
is not· ripe. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: To a point of 
correction ! I a lways said that the fran
chise should be extended and then we should 
have adult suffrage later. I am sure that 
is to be found in the records of Government. 

The PRESIDENT : I think hon. Mem
bers should try to get on without ;Jrolong
ing the debate. 

Mr. JACOB : The hon. Member for 
Georgetown South made the !Joint that 
because the Fourth Nominated Member 
(Mr. Critchlow) said certain things I am 
bound by those things, but that is no rea
son why he should say he will not vote 
for the motion . . 

Mr. GONSALVES : I think the hon. 
Member said he did not want my support 
if he did that. I did no,t sa.y I will not 
vote for the motion at all . I try to be. 
careful with my language v.rti..~11 l ~tte11-lc · 
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Mr. JACOB : I am grateful for the 
explan.ation. I think the hon. Member 
k!lows that several of the points I have 
made here are not only worthy of support 
but · of ado!)tion. As regards the hon. 
Member for Western Essequibo. he gen·· 
cralizes so muoh in every speech he makes 
that I did not follow what he said yester
day. I did not. realise that in referring 
to two hon. Members he was including me. 
Tbis mornin;; I saw In the Daily Chro1iicl� 
that my name and that of the 1'1011. the 
Fourth Nominat£d Member tMr. EdunJ 
were linked together as endeavour-ing to 
delay the elections. Now that this has 
been said, I want to tell hfm that from the 
very outset I said: "If we could have the 
elections next week, let us have them." 
I q1ink that is all I wish to say about the 
speeches made. I am grateful l;o all the 
hon. Members who spoke in favour of the 
motion and, whether it is lost by a small 
or a large majority, it does not matter; I 
shall have done my clut:,-. I am only ask
ing· that all persons eligible to vote .for the 
Centi:a)e Government be given an oppor
tunity to do so, and I throw a hint out also 
to ·those who a.re not looking after 0U1er 
Governments properly - Municipal and 
other Govermne'nts. 

T11e PRESIDENT : Pra.ctically every 
Member has spoken and I do not . propose 
to add to what I said yesterday. I regard 
the motion as being· most important and 
I repeat that. I will also repeat that it 
was my duty as. Officer Administering the 
Government to appoint as Commissioners 
of Oaths persons who are dispassionate 
and to avoid appointing anyone who might 
give the faintest impression of being parti
san, because justice has not merely to be 
done but should also appear to have been 
done. I want to make that very clear. I 
will now put the question that the motion 
standing in the name of the hon. Member 
for North Western District be approved. 

The Council divided and voted as 
follows:-

·Motion lost.

The PRESIDENT : The next item
en the 0rder Paper is the first reading of 
the Motor Transport Bill.

I\Io-ron VFHWLEs AX'D ROAD Tn,AFFIC 
(.AUEXD::11£;\'T) BILL. 

The ATTORNEY-GE�ERAL: I beg 
to move that a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance to amend the Motor 
Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordinance, 
1946, to provide for the grant of 
licences . to use hire cars and goods 
vehicles on a road and otherwise to 
1'egulate the operation of such vehi:cles 
in any prescribed area." 

be read a first time. 

Mr. WOOLFORD seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Your 
Excellency, I shall now ask that the Stand
ing Rules and Orders of this Council be 
suspended so that I may move the second 
reading today. I think hon. Members will

be agreeable to allowing the second read
ing. to start at least, because we have to 
go into this matter very fully and it is 
desirable that we should deal with the 
matter as soon as possible. I ask the in
dulgence of the Council to enable me to 
.proceed with the second reading. 

Mr. JACOB: I have no objeeti011 to 
that, provided we take item 3 and dispose 
of it first. After that we can take the 
Bill. 

Mr. LEE: -I have an objection to that 
I have here a resolution which has been 
sent to the Government, and I feel that 

· Government should consider that resolu
tion first before proceeding with this 'Bill.
I do not know whether Government has
considered it, but if Government has not,
then I have no hesitation in asking that

For :- Messrs. Roth, Eciun, Lee and that be done first. 
Jacob-4. The PRESIDENT : It is not on the 

Against:- Messrs. Raatgever, Jack
son, Peer Bacchus, Gonsalves, Dr. Singh, 
Critchlow, de Aguiar, C. V. Wight, Wool
ford, the Colonial Treasurer. the Attorney
General, and the Colonial Secretary-12. 

Order of the Day. It has not been tabled. 

Mr. EDUN: May I be permitted just 
to mention this ? That resolution having 
been placed in the hands of the hon. the 
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Attor.ney-General, 1 think, 1n fairness to 
the sign<ltoi:ies you ought to call them in 
and discuss the matter thoroughly. I see 
they suggest \•ie should make some amend
nients. Not considering the resolution 
now gives me the impres3ion that Govern
ment is endeavouring to hasten through 
this Bill. · I have seen a precedent for that 
here. In the case of the Town Planning Bill 
you called in the firms and discussed the 
matter with them, and then came to tllis 
Council with something tangible which 
everybody could approve. Let the 
matter be deferred. Let these people come 
and discuss it with you. That is most 
democ1;a t..ic. It seems. to me, when a Mem -
ber is personally opposed to a measure he 
always takes the line of action that it 
should be deferred. I remember the last 
speaker using such tactics on another oc
casion. I am saying that Government is 
rushing this Bill. 

The PRESIDENT: Government is not 
rushing it. The Bill has been before Mem
bers for somr:Ltime. Ai,; i·egards ·the resolu
tion. this is the first time I have seen a 
copy of it. If the hon. the ·Fourth Nomi
nated Member had wished notice to be 
take·n ·by this ·Council of this resolution. 
I suppose he could have put it in himself 
under "Unofficial Notices" or "Notices' of 
Question" or "Presentation of Petitions." 
I believe the Attorney-Genera.I was waiting 
·for the 'Member to do so. 

'.!'he ·AT'FORNEY-GENERi\iL: It is per
tfectly true that the hon. the Fourth Nomi
-hated Member (Mr. Edun) handed me 
'that copy. I assumed that ·one copy was 
being ·handed to the Clerk of Council also 
and one to you in the usual courr.e as part 
o{ the procedw·e. I did not interpr€t the 
:fact that the hon. Member handed a copy 
to ·me as an indication that I should take 
2ctlon on it. That is apal't from some
thing being done by way of the procedure 
which I suggested might have been 
followed. I think, sir, that copy may be 
kept for reference in the course of the 
second i·eading. That is outside ')f any
thing reic1.tmg to the conduct of the ousiness 
of the Council. If the hon. Membe11 wishes 
to make reference to the resolution it could 
be done in the course of the second react .. 
ing and then it would 'be before the Council 
in a pro-per way. It is the only course for 

matter·s of this sort when repre,,entations 
are being made to the Government by hon. 
Members. The fact that he handed it to 
tne I appreciate, but at the same tim, I 
thought that all Members had received 
copies so as to give theµi some 
iadication of what is in the reso·· 
lution. So far as Government itself 
is concerned -and its being put before 
this Council in the course of the deb�te. 
I think that should be referred to by the 
hon. Member. I hope the hon. Member 
appreciates the point I make. There is no 
intention that it should not receive atten
tion at all. That is far from me and the 
Oflicer Administering the Government. As 
a matter of fact I made enquiries as to 
whether it was.part of our documents here. 

The PRESIDENT : I always regard 
the suspension of the Standing Rules and 
Orders as the fairest w�y. but it must be 
unanimous. I personally have no objec
tion to tal,ing it tomorrow, but if Members 
have no objection I would take it this after
noon. I a.m not taking a vote on it. If 
there are objections I accept them. 

Mr. LEE : I do not question whether 
there are any objections or not. I want to 
find out if Government has consideretj this 
resolution. 

:The PRESIDENT: It has not. 

Mr. LEE : Then I object and ask 
Government before tal,ing the second read
ing of the Bill to call in the signatories or 
a few of them and have the matter 
discussed. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Member 
is asking a lot. Let them go and see the 
hon. the Attorney-General. We will tal,e 
the second reading tomorrow. 

Mr. EDUN : We ought to get into the 
spirit of the thing rather than to sit tight 
and have a straight jacket procedure. We 
want to assist the Government. In the 
case of the Town Planning Bill I saw some
thing done there-the spirit of co-operation 
coming into this Council. What I ask is 
that you call them in. 

The PRESIDENT : Let them come 
themselves, I say. They have got some·
thing to represent. 
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The second reading . was deferred to 
the next day. 

SUPPLEl\iE�TARY ES'l'IMA TE, 
JULY, 1946. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I beg 
to move that the Council resolve itself into 
Committee for the purpose of considering 
the Schedule of additional provision �01· 
July, 1946. 

Mr. de AGUIAR seconded. 
Question put, a1�d agreed to. 

Council in Committee. 

AGRICUL'rURE. 
Item· 14-Plant Pests Preventive 

Measures, $210. 

- Mr. LEE : I as!{ that this Depart
ment give instructions to its officers in the 
districts that these pests be exterminated 
and that the officers themselves should go 
and do the killing of these pests. I under
stand that at the Hague Settlement, where 
the Government ha·s soent some money 
and got results, the pests are killing out 
the cultivation of yams. I feel, sir, that 
if the extermination of these pests is placed 
in the capable hands of the Agricultural 
Superintendents to supervise it, it would 
be done in the proper manner rather than 
if left to the men who are inexperienced. 
I ask Government to note that. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: As Chairman of the 
Agricultural Advisory Committee speaking 
to one of my colleagues on that Committee, 
may I remind the hon. Member again that 
had he raised the question at one of the 
meetings of the Committee which he had 
not attended, perhaps, he might have got 
quicker action taken. I am sorry I was 
not aware that the point was to be brought 
up by the hon. Member, but I can assure 
him that the officers of the Department 
are only too willing to render assistance 
in the matter to which the hon: Member 
has referred. 

Mr. LEE : I sincerely hope that 
within a week this matter will be attended 
to. 

Mr. JACOB : These pests have been 
doing a great deal of harm in the North
West District, and I do not think this 

insecticide is ordered in sufficient q1._J.antity. 
I do not thin!{ tl)e money is being well 
spent at all. Unless you do the thing in 
a somewhat thorough manner you are 
doing nothing at all. I suggest that a litPe 
bit mo�·e care and attention be paid to the 
destr�ction ·of pests, as they have don� a 
lot of harm in the No.rth··West District, 
the Essequibo District and aJ Bartica. I 
think these pests are responsible for the 
large sums of money this Council has cv 
vote to subsidize farmers. 

FIRE PROTEG'J'ION' 

Item 13 C-Repl,:i.cement of equipment
destroyed by fire, $4,494.54. 

·· 

Mr. ROTH : It would be interesting 
to lmow what equioment costing nearly 
$5,000 was destroled� As far as the public 
is aware only one hand--reel was destroyed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I can 
give the hon. Member the list of items. 
It chiefly concerns .fire hose, firemen's hel�. 
mets and other srHall items. 

Mr. ROTH: Thank you. 

LAKDS AND l\hxES DEPAR'rl\IEK'l' 

Ttrm 1 � T'asruw/. E1J1oluments, 
Fi.reel Establishme,,t. (3) 2 Senior 

Clerks, $900.   

Mr. de AGUIAR: · What is the policy 
of Government in regard to the position 
of Senior Clerks in the Service ? When the 
reclassification scheme was introduced the 
number 0f Senior Clerks was limited. It 
is proposed in view of the necessity of 
strengthening the Department to do so by 
the creation of an additional senior pas� .. 
Does that mean an addition to the total 
Senior Clerks in the personnel of the Civil 
Service, or that this officer will be promptly 
withdrawn from another Drpal'tment? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The 
answer is, this post is a substitution for a 
Class I post. It is not adding to the num
ber of Clerlrn in the Department. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : If that is th� 
answer, I regret to say I do not consider 
it very satisfactory. It seems to me a 
departure from that wh.ich was agreed upon 
in this Council when the number of senior 
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posts throughout the· Service was agreed 
upon. ·To my mincl, if Government finds 
it desirable or necessary to increase the 
numbe

0

r of senior posts in the various Gqv

ernment Departments, the proper thing to 
_do is first of all t0 lay fresh proposals be
fore this Councll so that the p1·inciple may 
be accepted. It seems that we are tread
ing on vel'y dangerous ground. The crea
tion of a senior post is something that 
Members are very careful about and want 
.to be pe1·fectly satisfied \a) that the nec
essity exists, and Cb) not, as what the hon. 
the Colonial 'Tre2;mrel· bas said, that it is 
merely to improve the status of a Clerk 
who has reached presumably the maximum 
,of the Class I post and for one reason or 
another in order to keep him in a Depart
ment you establish a se11ior grade post 
in substitution for a Class I post: If that 
is so, it is not satisfactory. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the answer 
;is, we are g·oing to put before the Council 
when the Estimates come forward a com
pletely new scheme which involves some 
chang·es. I think twelve. This one we 
regard as urgent and !.'.sk that it be put 
forward beforehand. I hope the Member 
will let it go through. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I cannot see the 
urgency of it. 

The CHAIRMAN : It is urgent ! 

Mr. de AGUIAR : Do I unclerstancl 
it is a substitution of a post ? 

The CHAIRMAN : I can explain that, 
but I will hold the question over and bring 
it back again. 

Item 8-Survcys in Villa.ge and C'v1rntry 
· Areas, $5,600. 

Mr. JACOB : The original estimate 
is $6,000 and the additional provision 
required is $5,600, making the vote roughly 
$12,000 for surveying these areas. What 
is the necessity for it, and why this larg,� 
expenditure ? 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS. : I do not know 
if I can help the hon. Member in so far 
as Crabwood Creek is concerned. I am not 
aware of the condition of Sisters and Sheet 
Anchor, but Crabwood Creek has just been 
declared an area under the Distdcf Adniin-

istration Scheme, ':.md it is necessary that 
when an area is so declared each proprie
tor's holding should be defined for the pur
pose of assessment of rates, etc. It is 
really requisite that these areas should 
comply with the requirements of the Local 
Government Board, and it is for that rea
son this vote has been placed heTe. I think 
the hon. Member is aware that in the Crab
wood Creek area Government has spent a 
large sum of money not only to improve 
its condition but in the carrying out of a 
drainage scheme which has brought into 
cultivation hundreds of acres and, there
fore, the proprietors have to be assessed 
for the maintenance of that scheme. It 
is for that purpose the survey is necessary. 

Mr. JACKSON: Partitioning of land 
is necessary in order that the people may 
have individual title deed for the lands 
they possess and, as the hon. Member for 
Western Berbice (Mr. Peer Bacchus) has 
stated, these areas have now come under 
the Local Government Board and in order 
that they should be assessed for rates the 
lands must be surveyed and ·partitioned. 
Partitioning takes a good deal of money. 
Apart from the fact that it is necessary 
to have the lands partitioned, it is also 
necessary that those people should bear 
their fair share of the maintenance of the 
district. 

Dr. SINGH: As regards Sheet 
Anchor and Sisters, the same thing applies 
there. The whole thing is so muddled up 
there that partitioning is necessary. There 
are also other things to be done there. 
The people there do not !mow where they 
are with their lands. 

Mr. JACOB : That is so ! I realise 
that the boundaries have to be defined and 
in that process there is a lot of dissatis
faction. The people's lands have to be 
defined, the fences removed and trees and 
cultivation are in dispute. I think that 
the Local Government Board or the Lands 
and Mines Department should exercise 
better care, so as not to have those things 
done at the wrong time. Here we are spend
ing $12,000 roughly in doing something 
which, had it been done before, would not 
have caused a lot of dissatisfaction. I 
think a petition was laid here by me for 
some of the villagers on the Courentyne 
Coast. and Sheet Anchor was involved. 
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There was quite a lot of dissatisfaction and 
the people refused to pay the rates. I 
thinlc 'these things should be done at the 
right time. If it is necessary to do some of 
the other places, I think, the matter should 
be taken in hand very early. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I find myself in a 
very difficult position speaking under this 
particular Head. I do not think the note 
in the "Remarks" column has any bearing 
on the subject. Tl')e item reads "Surveys 
in vuiage and Country Areas." I remem
ber how that item got on the Estimates. 
It was in order to carry out particular 
surveying work i11 the Villages and Country 
Districts, and more or less some plan was 
made. I see now that partitioning has 
crept into it. I suggest that the matter 
be allowed to stand down as further ex
planation is required. If this $6,000 is 
required to partition the areas referred to 
in the "Remarks" column, it should be put 
under the proper Head. I suggest that this 
is not the proper Head for it. I speak very 
feelingly on it. I might be told later on 
that quite a large sum of money has been 
spent to carry out these surveys in the 
Village and Country areas which were 
urgently required. The work has been 
begun but not work of this nature; it was 
of an entirely different character. If we 
have to spend all this money for parti
tioning work, it should come under the Head 
of the Commissioner of Local Government. 
But this is a vote under the Lands and 
Mines Department. I do not think it is 
in its proper place. That is my criticism. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am not in a 
position to say whether it is under the 
right Head. That does not seem to matter 
much to Government or Members of this 
Council. The point is whether the money 
should be spent and if the work is required. 
Members are satisfied that the work is 

r equired and I would ask the speaker to 
withdraw his objection. What I want hon. 
Members to realize is if we should spend 
this money. Does the hon. Member for 
North-Western District wish to object to 
the expenditure ? 

Mr. JACOB: No, sir; I remember 
that the people of Sheet Anchor complained 
bitterly against the partitioning which was 
going on thei·e, and it resulted in the people 
npt paying the rates. 

The CHAIRM,AN·: We are trying to 
put it right now. 

Mr. JACOB: I am suggesting that 
greater care be taken in doing these things 
at an early date. I think the partitioning 
should be done before the lands are laid 
out. 

Mr. PEER BACGHUS : Further I 
may say it ls being done for the same pur
pose that the hon. Member on my left ls 
complaining about - tM dissatisfaction 
among the people themselves. It. was on 
their application to have their particular 
strip of land surveyed so that fences can 
be erected wjthin thei1· boundaries. They 
neglected what they should do and here 
Government is coming in and doing it for 
them. I do not see the hon. Member's 
objection. 

Mr. JACOB : I can quite see the 
remarks of the hon. Member as a member 
of the Local Government Board but not as 
a Member of this Council. 

MEDICAL 

Item 9-Miscellaneous, $1,800.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I see here we are· 
going to pay out some professional fees for 
Ophthalmological examinations at the 
Public Hospital, Georgetown. I ask if 
Government is in a position to inform this 
Council how soon it will be possible to 
obtain the services of a proper man for 
the treatment of the eye, ear and nose. I 
do not know what steps Government is 
taking, but I know the people of the Colony 
are very anxious about it. 

The CHAIRMAN : The answer is, we 
are taking every possible step to get an 
Eye Speci9,list. We have been told that 
we cannot get a combined Eye, Ear and 
Nose Specialist. I am prepared to ask In·. 
Browne to come back if we do not get one. 
As regard's Dr. Ho, we had an offer but· it 
is not satisfactory. I think 1·eally the first 
priority Is an Eye Specialist. I think we 
ca:1 get operations done on the ear, nose 
and throat without a Specialist but we 
must get an Eye Specialist. If we cannot 
get one I will ask Dr. Browne to come back. 
I can assure hon. Members that we are 
making every effort to get an Eye Specialist. 
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Mr. EDUN : That statement has 
placed a statement of claim in my hand. 
I am thinking of a Specialist from England. 
I do not think Government should con
sider the re-appointment of Dr. Browne 
at all. 

The CHAIRMAN : It will be only 
temporary. 

Mr. EDUN : I have several persons 
coming to me on this question, that they 
can:1ot get anything done at the Hospital. 
There is one particular case I have for 
compensation, where the injury was done 
in the Hospital. A man was injured in the 
eye a.� Pln. Uitvlugt factory and went to the 
Public Hospital where his eye was damaged 
by someone. It is imperative that we get 
an Eye Specialist early and at any cost. · 

The CHAIRMAN : I promise you 
that we are getting one. In the meanwhile 
I am thinking to ask Dr. Browne to come 
tiack until we do get one. 

M,:. C. V. WIGHT : In the meantime 
can any arrangement be made with Dr. Ho? 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think so. 
His proposals to Government are not 
acceptable. I can assure you that you will

not accept them nor will anybody. 

Mr. JACOB,: The health of the 
community is at stake. I do not know 
that the breach between Government and 
this gentleman has grown so -wide that it 
--cannot be healed. 

Tht' CHAIRMAN ; Yes, it is; and I 
am afraid it is a breach of his own making. 

Mr. JACOB: I am accused at times 
of be;ng malicious, bitter and so on, and 
yet we find this sort of attitude on the 
part of Government. 

The CHAIRMAN : I have already 
J.)ointed out that what we are trying to do 
is to· get a new Specialist as soon as we 
possibly can. As regards Dr. Ho, we pay 
him now when we consult him and that is 
why you have this item down here, but the 
terms under which he has offered to come 
back and work with Government are not 
a.ccepta.ble and will not be accepted by
anybody. He ii; hclcling a pistol at the

head of Government and saying :-"There 
is no Eye Specialist in the countr;v and 
therefore you have to· take my terms." 

Mr. JACOB: I think that if Govern
ment could make a temporary arrang�
ment with him they should do so, he being 
the man on the spot. I suggest that that 
be done. Personally, I think a salary of 
£1,000 a year for a Specialist lilte him is 
highly unsatisfactory. I do not know the 
gentleman, but if I were a Specialist I 
would regard it as an insult to be offered 
£1,000 a year. I know that at present there 
are many people-young, old and middle
ag·e people-who cannot get any proper 
attention for their eyes, and I do not think 
that is a satisfactory state of affairs in

this Colony. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 
should just like to point out that the last 
speaker himself was a member of the Com
mittee which went into the question of the 
salaries of the officers in the Medical 
Department and,· as far as I recollect, he 
himself approved of the salary of £1,000 
per annum for the Specialist. 

Mr. JACOB: But if you want the 
man to do two jobs you should pay hifn a 
little bit more. 

The CHAIRMAN ; The hon. Member 
knows· the old saying : "You may take 
a horse to the water but you cannot make 
it drink." What I would tell the Council 
again is that I am doing my best to get a 
new Specialist. 

Item passed. 

Purchase of Equipment, T1tberctilosis 

Hospital, $1,695 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I am going to take 
opportunity to make another comment for 
the consideration of Government under 
the head of Extraordinary Expenditure. I 
desire to refer to the Laboratory at the 
Public Hospital. Georgetown. After bav
ing visited there some time ago I took 
the trouble to refer in this Council to the 
number of Assistants working there. 
Perhaps wrongly, I am one of those persons 
who regard Laboratory work as being veo· 
important. At present, however, I find 
th:alt the equipment a.t. the--·-LaboratorY m 
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question beggars description. I cannot 
even attem.Pt to describe it. I was shocked 
to find a shortage of what I regard as most 
essential equipment, if one is going to have 
a laboratory of any kind, and I feel there 
must be something that can be done. 
The officer in charge of the Labora.tory 
at present was specially sent abroad from 
this Colony to receive training in this 
branch of work, but he cannot be held 
responsible for any lack of equipment or 
any de:ect in the existing equipment. 

The CH AIRMAN : 
make :·:presentations. 

Surely he can 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I do not know 
whether he has done so already, but when 
he does I am going to ask that Govern
ment give them very serious consideration 
because the situation there is very bad. 
As far as I know the expenditure will

not be very much and I do not think we 
should allow the situation to conti:me. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : To 
a point of order'! The hon. Member is re
ferring to the Public Hospital, Georgetown, 
but this item deals with Best Hospital. 

The CHAIRMAN : I know that, but 
Members are entitled to speak on the Head 
generally. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: My hon. friend is 
somewhat new to this Council. I would 
like him to see the Head under which I 
am speaking. 

Mr. Lee : I would like to know when 
Government intends to build a new hostel 
for the nurses at the Best Hospital. 

The CHAIRMAN : . We are putting 
up new quarters now. We are doing some
thing. 

Mr. LEE: I understand that under 
the present condltions the nurses are 
suffering. 

The CHAIRMAN: We have just had 
a new building put up and, I hope, it will

ease the situation. 

Item passed. 

POST OFFICE 

Tt.P.m- Radio Telephone Service, $4,500. 

Estiniati/ 466-

Mr. ROTH: I am in a position to 
state that the Rupununi Development 
Company are putting up certain equipment 
at Ebini, in the Berbice River District. 
They have found it necessary to put up 
this equipment--radio-telephone equip
ment-which is very useful and will cost 
something like $1,000. As the equipment 
will be used particularly in connection with 
the Agriculture Department, it has beeri 
suggested that it would be well i! the item 
could be put on the estimates of the 
Department here. 

The CHAIRMAN: -_-ou have embar
rassed me somewhat. I knew nothing 
about the matter before today, and I would 
like to discuss it with the Engineer-in
charge before making a statement. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : The hon. Member 
has mentioned the matter to me and I 
have assured him that the m:itter will 
be gone into by the Department of Agri
culture. I do not think it can be put 
in the Estimates at this stage, but I assure 
him that it will be gone into and, if 
possible, the item ,\-ill be put in later. 

Item passed. 

PUBLIC 'iYORKS (AK.NU.ALLY 
RECURREXT) 

ltem-Operating Expenses, Mackenzie 

Airport, $7,670 

Mr. JACOB : I think Your Excellency 
is aware of the fact that there is a great 
deal of dissatisfaction as regards travelling 
facilities from Mackenzie to Georgetown. 
When passengers arrive there by plane they 
lta.ve to remain overnight. I think a 
promise was made in this Council some time 
ago that we will have better means of 
transportation not only between Mackenzie 
and Georgetown, but all over the Colony. 
I think Your Excellency will ren:i,ember 
that we had a visit from Mr. Cross (Adviser 
to the Secretary of State on Air Transport 
Problems) at the time. 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes; I was Acting 
G over:1or at the time. 

Mr. JACOB : I think better arrang·e
ments should be made for passengers 
travelling between Mackenzie and George-' 
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town. I would also ask whether ·any fur
ther arrangements have been made as 
regards the use of Atkinson Field for civil 
.aviation. I do not know whether Govern
ment is prepared to make any statement 
on the point and also to g'ive an under
tal{ing that passengers arriving at Macken
zie will not have to remain there over
nig-ht. 

The CHA!RMAN : I cannot possibly 
give you an undertaking that people will 
not remain overnight at Mackenzie. As 
regards Atkinson Field, I am expecting a 
communication any day now that it is open 
for commercial use, but I have not got 
those instructions yet. 

Mr. EDUN : Does that mean that the 
matter has been settled ? 

The CHAffiMAN: It means that you 
would not have to stay overnight at Mac
kenzie if you went there, but you might 
have to stay overnight at Atkinson Field. 

The CHAIRMA.J.'\I : No; but we may 
have to get some. 

Mr. JACOB : So Government has not 
yet started to spend money on this house ? 
I am g·oing to look carefully at this matter. 

The CHAffiMAN : I suggest that you 
come up the same time. I'll be going on 
Sunday, 

Mr. JACOB : Thank you, siT. 

Item passed. 

PunLrn "\VoRKS (DRAINAGE, IRRIGATION 
AC\D SEA DEl<'EXOES-EXTRAORDINARY) 

Item-Reconditioning of Drainage Works 

throughout the Colony-$34,802. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: Some time ago I 
made reference to the condition of certain 
sluices relating to these works. I would 
like to know whether anything has been 
done to improve them since. 

The CHAffiMAN : I will make a note 
Mr. LEE: Isn't Government opening and find out. 

the road to Atkinson Field, sir ? 

The CHAIRMAN: Not at present. 

Mr. LEE : If we are going to be repre
sented at the Tourist Conference to be 
held in the United States in 01·der to get 
tourists to come to this country, we must 
have better roads. 

The CHAffiMAN : I think that is a 
matter for the Development Committee. 

Item passed. 

PuBLic vYoRK1s ExTRAORDINARY 

Item�Purchase of No. 1, New Amsterdam, 

Berbice, cum annexis, $26,500.

Mr. LEE : I would like to know 
whether Government intends to incur any 
further expenditure for the equipment of 
th1s house. 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think so. 
I am going to have a look at the house 
myself on Sunday and shall then be able 
to say. 

Mr. JACOB·: Has any furniture been 
bought for the house ? 

Item passed. 

Council resumed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 
now beg to move :-

"That this Council approves of the 
Schedule of Additional Provision for 
July, 1946, which has been laid on the 
table." 

Mr. de AGUIAR seconded. 

The PRESIDENT : It has been moved 
and seconded that this Council approves 
of the Schedule of Additional Provision for 
July, 1946, subject to the deferment of one 
item. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: May I suggest that 
the whole Schedule be passed? 

The PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT : I think hon. 
Members have got through the business 
very expeditiously. I suggest that we 
adjourn until 2 o'clock tomorrow. 

Mr. EDUN: This week-end will be 
one of festivities and everybody is pre-
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paring to g·o home. I do not think the 
Council should meet tomorrow, but should 
meet next Tuesday. 

The PRESIDENT : I am sorry it 
will not suit me to . meet next Tµesday 

at all. 

Mr EDUN: What about Wednesday 
next then, sir. 

The PRESIDENT : I would like to 
meet tomorrow, but i� hon. Members do· 
not come we can't. We will adjourn, how
ever, until 2 p.m., tomorrow. 
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