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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL . 

Thiwsday, f30th December, 1934, 

. The Council met pursuant to adjourn

. ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Government, Sm CRAWFORD 
DouoLAs-JoNEs, Kt., C.M.G., President, in 
the Chair. 

PRESEN'l', 
The Hon. the Colonial S-ecretary, Mr. 

P. W. King (Acting). 

'l'he Hon. the Attorney-General, .Mr. 
Hector Jo1:1ephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M. 
(Cantab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. 1'. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi• 
nated Unofficial Member). 

: . The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomiuated 
· Unofficial Member).

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A.,
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director
of Education.

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Directo1•
of Agriculture.

The Hon. R. E. Brassiugton (Western
Essequebo ).

The Hon, E. A. Luckhoo (Ea8tern
Berbice).

The Hon. E. G, Woolfo1·d, K,0. (New
Amste1·dam).

The Hon. J. 0. Craig, D.S.O., :.'ILE.1.0.,
Director of Public Works.

The Hou. E. F. McDavid, lVI.R.E.,
Co louial 'frea.sure1· (Acting).

'l'he Hon. vV. A. D'Andradf', Comp
troller of Customs.

'l'he Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.M.M., F.S.I.,
Commissioner of Lands and Mine:s.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. I<'or. 
(Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, l\I..B., 
Ch.B., B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.T.M. & H. 
(Edin.), Surgeon-Generai. 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
North). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Oentrnl). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar ( Be1·bice River). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demernra). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh 
(Demerara-Essequebo ). 

The Hou . .M. B. G. Austin (Nomiuatecl 
Unofficial Membet·). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
U no.fficial Member). 

'fhe Hon. Peer Bacchus (vVestern Ber
bice ). 

The Hou .. J. L. Wills /Dememra Rivel'}, 

The Hou. E. M. \Valcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MCNUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Wednesday, 19th December, 
1934, as printed and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

00N'1'RIBUTIONS TO IMPERIAL lNSTITU'l'IONS, 

THE COLONIAL SECRET.ARY (M:1·, 
P. vVT King): I �1m the bea1·er of the .fol
lowing Message from His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Govetnment to
the Council :-

M!i80 AGE No. S. 
Honourable l\'lembers of the Legislative Council, 

I have the honour to invite the Council 
Lo approve of the insertion in the Estimates of 
Expendit.ure of the following sums:-

(a) $528 per a.on.um for a period of tliree
years towards the 111aintenance of the
work of the Imperial \ gric11ltural
Burenux and of the Imperial .Economic
ond Shipping Committee, and

(b) $192 ns one payment in respect of the
periotl 1st October, 1933, to 31st March,
1935, towards the work of the Farnham
House Pera.�ite Laboratory, the Biologi.
cal Field Htation (Htored Products
Research) Slough, and the low Tem.
perature Hesearch Stations at Cam bridge,
East Malling and Aberdeen.

As re�ards (a) Members are aware of the 
forma.tion of the Imperial Committee ou 
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Economic Consultation and Co-operaLion, wbich 
issued its report in I 933. The Committee 
owed its origin to a resolution of the Imperial 
Economic Cooference held at Ottawa in 1932. 
The terms of reference were:-

" to consider the means of facilitating 
economic consultation and co•opera.lion 
bet,veen the several Governments of t,he 
Commun weal I h, inclurling a �nrvey of the 
lunct ion�, organisation, and fiaanchl 
bases of the agencies specified in the 
annexed report, nnd an examination of 
wlint. a.lterntions or motlifica1ioos, if any, 
iu the existing !Ilachinery for such co
operation wit,hiu the Commonwealth are 
desirable.» 

3_. At paragrnµh 358 of the Report, a copy of 
which will be laid to.day on the table, are the 
main rrnommendations of the Commit tee sum
marizeil. There is inte,· ctlia·the recommenda
tion tJ,at as from 1st October, 1933, the cost of 
the work of the Imperial Economic Committee 
n.ud of the lmperial i::ihi 1 •ping Committee,, blch 
h:d previously been p,ovided for in toto frum 
the Imperin.l Excheqner, sLould be met from R 
fund to which the several Go\'ernments of the 
Empire should contribnte in the lint inst,ance 
for a period of three years on a specified scale 
and tbat t.he cost of certain addhiorrnl actid
tics. to be eutrust.:d to ihe Executive Council 
of lhe eight Imptrial Agricultural Bureaux 
sLould also be met from this fund. 

The work of the Jrnpr,rial Economic Cummit
tee is well known thrnu�hout the Empire, and 
the Yalue of its activities has been widely 
appreciated. The statistical publications is
sued frequently and i•eriodically are valuable 
to till exporting Colonies. 

As regards the Imperial Shipping Commit
tee, a copy of a Heport on the work of the 
Committe_e will also be laid on the table to-day, 
l.t will be noted lhat the work of the Commit•
tee is of cousiderablc importance and during
the period under review, 1920-193:l, the Com·
rnittee has considere,l aocl r�ported upon mat
ters affecting illdividnally a large number of
conutnes wi,liiu the Culonial Empire.

· 4. The W<)rk of tbe ltn[.eriul Bureaux is also
well known to tl,is Governmeut and Members
will doubtlessly recollect the passing of Resol11.
tion No, XV. of the 6th uf December, 19.9,
111,proving o: the coutribnti· n by this Colony ul 
$4ti0 per aunuu, for a period of 5 years towards
t-he wo,k of the Bureaux. 'l'his contributiun
was, however, discontinued ofter 1933.

5. The Secretary of ::it ate has now invited
this Government with the approval of the 
Imperial 'freasnr.r, to contribute a sum of 
Sl,00S· )'Glr a11num towards the services men. 
tioned at (a) of the first paragraph above, but 
with the an vice of my Executive Council 1 do 
not consider that the Colony is yet in a po�i
tiou to make a full contribution, and have 
intimated to the Secretary of State that I 1,ro
pose to invite this Council to contribute only 
$528. The Secretary of State bas agreed to 
this Colony's contribution being limited to this 
sum fur the lmperiul linaucial Jear 1934.-1935. 

6. As reg�rds {b) ol the first paragraph above,
these research services w,ire in the past 
tin,;nced by the Empire Marketing Hoard, but 
as iuuds are no louger available from this 
sourcc lhe Com1Dittee on Economic Consul ta-

t ion and Co.operation recommended that the 
Executive Couueil of the lmperi'll Agricultural 
Bt1reaux should review those services and con• 
si•ler which of them could be regarded as suit
able for continuance on an Inter-Imperial 
co.operative basis, and it has been agreed that 
the three services mentioned are worthy of sup
port. The share r,ruvided from the Colonial 
Empire towards the maintenance of the above
meutioncd services has been fixed at $3,600 per 
annum nnd 1,he proportion which has been 
allocated to this Colony is $192 in respect of the 
period men· iouc<l . 

7. I am satisfied that tbe services referred to 
in the preceding 1·aragraphs of this Message are 
de,erving of support by this Colony, and l con
sider that having regard to the generous assist
ance which the Colony has received from the 
Imperial lio,·ernwent in various ways during the 
pMt four years of depression, e,·ery effort should 
be made to sl,ow that even if we are unable to 
bear a lull mearnre of the financial expenses 
allocated to thi, Colony we are endeavouring to 
pay as much as can be afforctecl. My Executive 
Council have given careful consideratiorr to 
this q"estion and with their advice 1 recom
mend to Council that the pa.yments set out in 
the first pal'llgraf•h of this Message be approved. 

C. OOUi;LAS-JONES,
Ollicet· Administering the Government. 

20th December, 1934. 

PAPE RS LAID. 

The following documents were laid on 
the ta,ble :-

The Report of the Iwpe.rial Committee on 
. �:conomic Consultation and Co-operation, 1933-

The Report on tbe work or the [mferial 
Shipping Committee, December, 1932. (The 
Colonicil Seci·etary). 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

CON'l'HlUUTIONS 'l'O lMPJ-;R!.U fNSTI'l'U'l'IONS. 

Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 
notice that ut the next meeting of the 
Council he would move the following 
motion:-

THAT, with refnence to the Officer Adminis
t,iring the Gove, nment's Mes.age No. 8 of the 
20th <Jf December, 1934, this Council approves 
of the imertion iu the Esti111ates of Expenditure 
of contributions to the undermentioned 
Imperial Institutions:-

{a) $528 per annum as from the current year

towards the maintenance of the work of 
Imperial Agricultural .Bureaux and of the 
Imperial Economic and Shipping Committee ; 
and 

(b) $192 as one payment in respect of the
period 1st October, 1933, to 31st March. 1935, 
towards the work of the l"arnham ·House 
l'arasite Laboratory, the Biological Field 
Stalion (Stored Prnducts 1-iesearch) Slough, and 
the Low Temperature Hesearch Stations at 
Cambridge, East !\falling a.nd Aberdeen, 
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UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 
COMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCE. 

•. 

subsistence allowance and does Government consider this amount adequate P 
Mr. WOOLFORD gave notice of the following motion :-

4. Will Uovernment consider granting $2 pel'day as subsistence allowance to all Dispensers when travelling on duty as waa done prior 1930? 5. What are the leave facilities grantecl toDispensers of the 1st and :elod classes nuder the following heads-Vacatbn, Casual and Sick? WII1>RE.�s Philip Gla-lstone Barrow was awarded the grant of a 8chola.rship for the yea1· 1926 and entered tlte lJoiversity of Edinburgh as a medical student in the wiuter of that year; AND WH�:1tE.\s the said Philip Gbdst�ne Barrow was unable �hrongh circumstances beyond his control from making satisfactory progress iu his studies at the said University during the years 1928-1929, and 19:!9-1930, ,s the result of which the said amount payable to him in respect of the said scholarship was discontinued in 1931; AND WHEREAS the said Pliilip Gladstone Barrow by the assistance of his father was enabled to continue with his said �tudies at the said Univeraity and finally graduated there in 
1934: Be it Resolved,-That this Council recomm.euds that, ha.Ying regad to all the circumstances affecting his career, the said Philip Gladstone Barrow should be given a compassionate allowance of a snm of £180 ($864)that sum beiog e 111ivalent to the a111ount of the grant withheld J •·Jrn the said Philip uladstone 
Barrow. 

PENSIONS REGULATIONS. 

Mr. ELEAZAR gave notice of the fol-1owing motion :-
THAT Government be requested to prepare forthwith, for the consideration of this Ccunoil, a Bill to amend l{egul ,tion 17 of the Pensions Regulations, 193�, under Ordinance 20 of 1933, with regpect to the allowances to officers who have served fifteen yea, s in a non-pensionable office. 

DISPENSERS' EMOLUMENTS, 

Mr. CANNON, on behalf of Mr. BRASSINGTON, gave notice of the following questions :-
1. How many Dispenser, have been drawingtheir maximum salaries for the past 5 years? 

(a) Give in each cMe their class and numberof years of service.
(b) It in the 1st clnss how many years will it tvke io each case to rise to the positionof Stewa.rd?
(c) It 2od class Dispensers' promoLion isdependeut on vacancies in the 1st class,),ow many years will it take in the ordi

n9ry course of events for 2ud class Dispensers of 10 years' service aud over tobecome 1st class as from January, 1935?
(d) Will Government consider the advisa•bility of placing 2nd class Dispanserson the l st cla.s list with service of 7years and over from 19:-!5?2. \Vhen trav�lling on duty will Gove, 11111eatccu3ider the advisability on account of the hardship and in con veuience suffered when travelling 2ad class in steam en, to grant Govern,t:tent Dispensers and their families 1st class passages as was dc,ue prior to 19�0? 3, What amount is allowed to Dispensers as 

(ct) Is it a fact that the 2n<i class Dispensers' leave is similar �o that enjoyed by porters of the various Medillal hstitutiou� aud le;s than that enjoyed by Uoveroment Office Messengers, if so, will Go,·ernment consider giving all classes of Dispensers the same facilities ? 6. Has the Surgeon-General received anycomplaints from the Dispemers with referenee to their salaries and general status, if s,, what has Go�erament dorie to remedy the complaints ? 
7. Did Dr. P. J. Kelly, late Surgeo11-Ueneralof British Guiana, make any recommendation in 1926 in respect to the improl'ement of the status of Dispensers during his term of oI:fi;e, if so, what is the uature of the recommendation? 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ANNUAL Es·rJl\IATES. 

The Council resolved itself into Com. mittee and resumed consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed from Revenue during the year ending 31st December, 1935. 
HOSPI'l.'ALS AND DISPENSARIES. 

Item 23-16 Second Class Dispensers ($360 to $480 by $$24), $7,385. 
Mt·. ELEAZAR (resuming): When the Committee adjourned yesterday afternoon I had just begun to g,Lther up energy in order to ask Government to compute the figures I see here-$360 to $480 by $24. I wonder how many years it would take before a dispenser rnaches $480. It would take him five yem's I am told. At what age do these men commence to work? When will they ever become First Class Dispensers, and how is it possible for them to get any consideration in the meantime? Afte1· all, what is a Second Class Dispenser? A dispenser is a dispenser. If he is a junior he gets a certain wage. Is he, to wait until another man Jies before he gets promotion? Can Government not see that this classification is only with a view to keeping these men on . this starvation wage all the time ? A certain period of service should entitle a dispenser to be placed on the list of his 
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seniors. A man cannot be a junior-until 
somebody dies. In othe1· Departments an 
officer is promoted from the 5th Class to 
the 1st Class. 

These things cause gr·ave _dissatisfac.tio.n. 
'rhese dispensers have been given a definite 
a1_1<l distinct promise. The reason for the 
re-classification seems to be thi1t Govern
ment finding that the pension list was 
growing, endeavoured to reduce it by 
plltting cerLain ofl:icers i11 this class, which 
indicated at once that their pensions were 
to be calculated on a different basis. 
These dispensers have been left in the cold 
in respect of Government's promise to 
reclassify them. Your Excellency is the 
best person to see that something -is done, 
otherwise you will leave an (;)Xcuse for the 
new . Governor to say that he knows 
nothing about it. The gravamen of the 
complaint is that the Second Class Dis
pensers will have to wait until the First 
Class Dispensers die before they get pro
motion. - Government ought to give these 
men some assurance that when thev reach 
the maximum of their class, a�d long 
before that, their foture would be more 
assured, 

THE C}IAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member has put up very strong argument 
for the consideration of tire ci1se of these 
dispensers which, as he knows, is receiving 
the attention of the Surgeon-General. I 
h::we no doubt' that something mi1y pos
sibly be c�one for them later. 

Mi·. BRASSINGTON: I spoke at 
length yesterqay with regard to these dis
pensers and pointed out that for several 
years other Members of the Council and I 
have tried to the best of our ability to 
place before ,Govemment _the great hard
ship under whic:h they are labouring. With 
all respect to you,· sir, and your sense of 
fairplay, I must say that I cannot be �atis
fied with the reply from Government that it 
wiil enquire into the matter. Government 
ha$ had facts and figures placed before it. 
It has'had a very strong speech from the 
Surgeon-General who has gone into the 
whole question very minutely and, although 
a Government official, made a strong 
appeal to Government on behalf of those 
dispensers. I have taken the trouble to 
look up the Hansard reports of some of 
the debates that have taken place here in 
reg&r.d to these. dispensers, and, as. I said 

yesterday, the present. Su.rgeon-General h!i.s 
done everything h� 'could by pointing out 
what I may term, _if not the gross in-justice, 
certainly a want of consideration for those 
very capable and ha1·dworking section of 
the Service. I can see quite clearly that 
nothing is going to be <lone. These men 
are eithe1· capable and dese1·ving· of better 
ti-eatment or they a.re not. If they are 
not capable then they should be replaced 
bv doctors in the districts from which 
Government has removed the Government 
Med_ical Office1·s for 1:easons of economy, 
the1·eby throwing g1·eat responsibility on 
the dispensers. l am sure from the 
remarks made by the Surgeon-General 
that no such charge could or would be laid 
against those deserving se1·vants of Gov-
ernment. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I should like to say 
something from an entirely different point 
of view. The, dispenser/! at the few hospi
tals I know of are very largely patronised 
by alleged pauper patients who go there. 
with the necessary certificate and get 
free medicines diapensed at a shilling per 
bottle. In a case which I had last �onday 
at Vreed-en-Hoop the complainant pro
duced a certificate from a medical practi
tioner in Georgetown, for which he swore 
he had paid $5, and also stated that having 
been medically examined he proceeded to 
the Public Hospital where he procured a 
bottle of medicine for a shilling. He ten
dered in Court in support of his case the 
certificates of the doctor and the dispenser 
and, to add insult to injury, he appeared 
in Court defended by a lawye1·. It seems 
to me, sir, that those hard-worked dis
pense1:s should not be put to the necessity 
of dispensing medicines for alleged paupe1·s. 
There is a lack of contl'Ol of the system 
which prevails which,· so far as I ·can see, 
th� Resident Su1·geon cannot avoid. 

It would appear, and the evidence is 
before the Medical Committee, that a very 
undesirable state of things is being prac
tised. 'l'he general taxpayers of the Colony 
are being imposed upon by people like 
those who go, pretend to be paupers and 
receive medical treatmr.nt. That is a 
scandal, and it seems to me that we should 
not wait for the report of the Committee 
to . remedy it. I do not see why that 
cannot be remedied at once. It seems to 
me that a,nyone can go to a clergyman, get 
a certificate 'and g-0 to the Hospita.l for 
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treatment. I·, think I · a.m. right i.n saying 
that the members of the Committee a.re in 
fayour of the dispensing of medicines at 
these Hospitals being strictly controlled, 
and that only genui�e paupe1·s should be 
given t1·eatment. ·why should we have to 
wai-t for a yea1· to give effect to that? 1 t 
is pe1-fectly clear that the dispensers have 
a t1·emendous lot of work to do for which 
they are ill paid. If they had to exercise 
theii· discretion they would not give qiedi
cines to such people. They know the cir
cumstances of the people far better than 
the pe1·sons who give them the certificates. 
It is a scandal which should be very 
closely examineJ, and I cannot see what 
difficulty there would be on the part of the 
Surgeon-Gene1·al and his staff to put a 
stop to it. 

Dr. HENDERSON (Surgeon-General) : 
With regard to the particular point rai11ed 
by the hon, Member who has just spoken, 
this matter has exel'cised the miud of the 
Medi�al Pepartment for some considerable 
time. As Surgeon-General I have to be 
careful to be fair on t.he one hand to poor 
persons who cannot affo1·d to pay any . 
more than a certain sum, and on the other 
hand to safeguard the interests of the gen
eral practitioner. I think the best way of 
dealing with the matter would be to place 
it on the agenda for the next meeting of 
the Committee, have it discussed and an 
early decision arrived at. I would then 
receive instructions to carry out that 
d�ision. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
has referred tc a single instance. I sup
pose he thinks that a great hardship on 
that individual, but I wonder if he knows 
that if he had gone to the Hospital in the 
first instance he would have had to pay the 
same $5 if he wanted a cel'tificate, and 
might have had. to bonow that money. Jf 
the Police take .a man to the Hospital he 
gets a certificate, but if he attempts to get 
a lawyer to prosecute his case the Police 
withhold the cel'tificate and he is told to 
bring $5, which does not go to the Gov
ernment. I think the remedy for that is 
that the Hospital be made to give the 
cet·tificate, and if a person has to pay let 
the money go to the Government. A 
patient has to be examined before he is 
treated, and if a certificate is necessary 
afterwards all the doctor has to do is to 
look. at the cha.rt and copy it. He 

chargee $5 which he puts into his pocket. 
No mo.tter how much you pay a doctor to 
attend to you, if you ask him for a certifi
cate the next morning you have to pay 
him $5. There are cases. where an: action 
cannot be brought simply because the 
person canDot find $5 to. pay a doctor for 
a certifieate. The abuse of· pauper certifi
ca.tes will continue until something is done 
by the Department to tighten up the 
system. This Department is a nuree1·y for 
millionaires, and it is still adding to the 
millions by �queezing $5 from people. 
Sometimes a person is given a certificate
" �light injury "-which gets his case dis
missed. fhe Medical Committee has a 
plenty to investigate. Ask the man how 
he paid the $5 and you would get the 
truth. Perhaps he had to bo1•row it. The 
case mentioned by my hon. friend is no 
criterion at all, 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I can only·conclude 
that the hon. Membe1· did not heat· what I 
said. What I rose to illustrate was that 
it was possible under the system for a man, 
who had p1·eviously paid to a medical 
practitioner the sum of $5 for a ce1·tificat,e, 
to go to the Public Hospital on the doc
tor's recommendation and recei.ve a bottle 
of medicine on payment of one shilling, 
only based upon the certificate from the 
medical practitioner that he was a pJ1,uper. 
In other words, the man from whom he 
had received $5 became a pauper imme-
diatelv aftel'Wards. That is all I have 
said, and both of the documents are in the 
custody of. the Magistrate whom I asked 
to keep them for further investig,ttion. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: There is a great deal 
of truth in the statement made by the hon. 
Member for Berbice River regarding the 
excessive charges by doctors for certifi
cates. The standa.rd fee is $5 irrespect,ive 
of.the nature of the inju1·y. I have seen 
that done ove1· and over in -the course of 
my practice. With respect to the other 
point as to the charge of one shilling fo1· 
medicine a.t the Hospital, I think the 
medical olticer·s in the institution should 
exercise a certain amount of discretion in 
these matters. There are Regulat.ions 
goveming the issue of pauper certificates, 
and I do hope Government will not make 
any ha.rd and fast rule that because no 
irnch certificate is forthcoming a person 
would be denied the necessary help in time 
of trouble. The persons who have the 
right to issue such ce1·tificates are minis-
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ters of religion,· the Imrriig,;ation Agent 
General and the District Commissioners. ·· 
I take it that those persons woul9- go into : 
the position of a person before issuing a· 
pauper certificate. I daresay there have 
been abuses, but to make a hard and fast 
rule would lead to great hardship. It 
only needs proper inquiry by those who 
have to give those certificates. I suppose 
that in the case referred to by the hon. 
Member for New Amsterdam, having paid 
$5 for the certificate the man tried to get 
his medicine as cheaply as he could. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If the hon. Member 
w1i,nts itn investigation Government should 
inquire into this profit by Goveniment, 
Medical Officers who are being paid for 
their serviees, and should tell them that 
they must treat pauper patients fcir a 
shilling and give them certificates when 
required. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I suppose it is also 
possible for a man who pays fo1· legal 
advice to obtain a certificate. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I have no doubt that 
this case is illustrative of what is a general 
scandal. The man I refel'l'ed to is employed 
on an .estate. The point I am making 
is that be should not have been assisted to 
be considered a pauper by the medical 
practitioner who sent him to the Hospital 
to be given medicine for one shilling, 
because he was riot a pauper. I am not 
cdntending that a pauper should not 
receive tt'eatment. I am not asking Gov
ernment to make a hard and fast rule, but 
a hard and fast L"Ule against impositions of 
that kind, Those hard-worked dispensers 
who are underpaid had to attend to that 
man. He added to theil' labours and made 
their duties more arduous. He went away 
with the benefit of the treatment, retained 
a ~lawyer and appeared in Court. It 
should be possible to prevent that. 
Clergymen as a rule are about the worst 
people to be entrusted with the giving of 
these certificates. They are naturally 
sympathetic and cannot refuse people. 
As long as the Poor Law vote is con
trolled entirely by clei·gymen it will be 
maintained at this figure. They are so 
easily imposed upon. I hope I am wrong. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If every person who 
came to me for advice paid a shilling I 
would not mind sitting here. Nobody 
pays fo1· advice. (Laughter). 

Item passed. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: May I be allowed 
to mention a matter? At the Public Hos
pital in New Amsterdam it was quite 
evident to the Committee that a sterilizer 
is urgeritly required. Operatio·ns are being 
conducted there under conditions that can 
only be regarded as bEling extremely unsafe. 
That is going to be one of the 1:ecommen
dations of the Committee, and I am glad 
to think that the Hospital vote will bear 
the cost of the necessary appamtus. 
Can't I get an undertaking that that is a.n 
item that will have Government's imme
diate attention? 

Dr. HENDERSON : It will be supplied 
early in the new year. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think steps have 
already been taken. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: May I ask if the 
Suddie Hospital is provided with one of 
those sterilizers ? 

Dr. HENDERSON : Speaking from 
memory I think it is. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON: I am afraid t,hat 
the one at Suddie is very inadequiite and 
of very little use. Before the close of the 
session I would like to hear from the 
Surgeon-General something definite as to 
how the sterilizer at the Suddie Hospital 
compares with the new one to be installed 
at the New Amsterdam Hospital. 

M1·. WOOLFORD: May I ask, in the 
absence of the representative of Esse
quebo River, that the requirements of 
the Bartica Hospital be attended to ? 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Ts there a steri
lizer at the 1Vlora,whanna Hospit:11? 

Dr. HENDERSON: The sterilizer at 
Morawhanna was repaired quite t·ecently. 
It is }Jl'aetically new. 

Item 24-Superintendents and Divi
sional Sisters-1 Superintendent of Nurses, 
Public Hospit:11, Demerara, $1,440; 1 
Superintendent of Nurses, Public Hospi
tal, Bel'bice, $960; 4 Divisiona,l Sistern, 
Public Hospital, Demernra ($864), $3,456 
- $5,856.

Mr. ELEAZAR : J move that this item
be carried out at what it is this year. I 
cannot understand why it has been dis
covered so suddenly that another Nursing 

t: 
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Sister is required in Georgetown. At 
first there was only a Superintendent, then 
one, two and three Divisional Sisters. 
To-d�y we are asked to vote for four 
Divisional Sisters, and what is the fourth 
one to do ? The note says : " ... night 
duty and for relief purpose." If relief is 
required one must be sure that the person 
who is discharging the duty is over-worked. 
The duty of the three Divisional Sisters 
is to go in, look around and clear out. 
The one in charge of the Lady Thomson 
Ward has little to do. I am told ·that 
there are seldom 30 patients in that Ward, 
so that one of the Divisional Sisters is 
practically idling all the day. I have seen 
over and ovet· the sort of visit that is paid 
in the evening. I have seen a Divisional 
Siste1· rush into the Hospital from a 
motor car any time between 7.30 and 8 
o'clock at night, speak to the Matron, 
look around the ·ward and go home. 1 
know that in a Ward where there are 
seven nurses during the day there may be 
three at night. I understand that the 
three Divisional Sisters take night duty 
alternately. Very often the one on duty . 
comes from a part,y or entertainment. 
'.!.'hat is the nature of their duty at night. 
They are paid $72 per month with an 
iillowance of three shillings per day for 
board and laundry. It is an imposition 
on the tax-payers. Why impose a fourth 
Divisional Sister while the Committee is 
investigating? The Committee might say 
that two are sufficient. The people who 
know about the institution have not gone 
before the Committee yet to give evidence. 
l wonder why the members of the Com
mittee, when they went to Berbice, did not
recommend that somebody there be
cashiered or incarcerated in the same
neighbourhood.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Committee !ms simply started by visiting 
the institution in order to get some idea 
of what is being done there. vVe have 
taken no evidence, and have made abso
lutely no recommendation yet to Govern
ment. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have heard the 
Colonial Secretary say that before, and I 
have also heard the hon. Member on my 
lefL (Mr. Austin) say that the Committee 
sanbtioned so and so. It is no .good con
tradicting what is said on this side. I am 
nol �aying what they recommended in this 

particular instance, but why they did not 
recommend. The Committee could not 
recommend anything so wicked. I know 
there are persons who feel that these 
positions might well be filled by persom, 
qualified in English hospitals who are 
in the Colony. We have all gt·ades and 
nationalities in this countrv, and I do 
not regard race, colour or ct·ied in speak
ing on these matters. Some people 
are of the opinion that all positions 
in the Hospital should be open to local 
people, and that certain positions should 
not be confined to a certain class of 
people. If that is the case then this 
appointment should not be made. Let 
the Committee get all the informat-ion it 
can, and when it makes recommendations 
nobody can complain. I regret to say 
that I view this item with great suspi
cion. There is no increase in the staff of 
nurses at night. Why have an additional 
watch? The Committee should ta,ke cog
nizance of these things. I do not think 
<;}overnment is acting fairly by the com
munity at all by increasing this estimate 
in this particular way. Government i� 
bolstering up the· Department while the 
Committee is investigating. When was 
the discovery made? I have known a 
Superintendent to leave this Colony and 
for two years her post was not filled. It 
shows that these positions are not neces
sary. 

Mt·. CANNON: What I cannot under
stand is that this very Committee we are 
hearing so much about was appointed by 
Your Excellency to investigate certain 
charges made in this House about the 
want of nursing and other things at the 
Hospital. Now that Government seeks 
to put _another Nurse on-I am not con
cernl;ld at the moment where she is to 
come from, the point as I see it is that if 
the Surgeon-General tells the Council that 
there is necessity for greater supervision 
of the nursing staff, and the appointment 
of an additional nurse, whether it is a 
Divisional Sister or Brothet· I am going to 
vote in favour of the item. Let us have 
efficiency, and when unfortunate people 
have to go to that institution they should 
have the care and attention they are 
entitled to. Let us have a little bit of 
confidence in the institution, which was 
the object of the Committee. We were 
told yesterday that the report of the Com
mittee will not reach the Council for 
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many months. I do not think it will 
reach us for many years. 

Mr·. DIAS: If the hon. Member who 
moved the deletion of the item had based 
his argument on the g1·ound that as the 
Committee was sitting no additional 
expenditure should be incurred I would 
not have risen to say anything at all on 
the subject, but I do enter a protest 
against the attack made on the Divisional 
Sisters that they have nothing to do at 
the Hospital. I have been a patient my
self, on one occasion for about a month, 
and on another occasion for ten days, 11,nd 
quite 1·ecently, and I have had the oppor
tunity on several occasions-I was not 
confined to my bed all the time, especially 
on the last occasion-to observe for my
self much of the work that is done, and 
particulal'ly because at that time there 
was so much noise in the air about mal
administration of the Hospital. I took 
the opportunity to make myself acquainted 
with a good deal of what was going on. 
I make the statement from personal 
knowledge that these Divisional Sisters 
are very hard-working · indeed and are 
very much concerned

1

-

Mr. ELEAZAR: I say no work is the 
hardest work. 

Mr. DIAS: My information is first
hand. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: So is mine. 

Mr. DIAS: I know there are lots of 
people who are dissatisfied individuals; 
you find them in every walk of life. It 
does not matter what is done for them, 
unless they get things done in their own 
way they are always finding fault. They 
r.;isent discipline because they prefer to do 
things in their own way all the time. The 
regular operation days at the Hospital are 
Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. They 
begin at one o'clock and end very oiten 
after five o'clock in the afternoon, and you 
can find those Sisters working in the hot 
theatre and devoting their attention to 
their work. They have a harder time than 
the doctors who take it in turn. The 
Sisters visit patients all hours in the night. 
Hon. Members will appreciate what it 
means to go through a Ward and see that 
patients are being well cared for and to 
listen to complaints. I agree with a good 
many things that have been said in coi:lnec; 

tion with what the Hospital is short of, 
but if you remove the discipline that 
obtains to-day I am afraid those gl'ievances 
would be ve1·y much intensified. I am not 
concerned for the moment with the obtain-• 
ing of assistance to grant relief, although 
I cannot very well see why a Sister should 
work in the day and in the night if nurses 
cannot do it. I know of my own personal 
knowledge that they have a great deal to 
do it very efficiently. 

Mr. WALCOTT : Like the last speaker 
I think it is only fair that I should 
mention that time and again I have had 
people in the country who have gone to 
the Hospital for treatment-and some 
very bad cases too-and come out and say 
that the attention at night is extremely 
bad, and were it not for the visits ruade 
by the Divisional Sisters they would very 
often go without a drink of water during 
the night. To put it in the words of one 
who recently complained: "If it were not 
for the white lady who comes around at 
night I would die of thirst." It is only 
fair that I should say that. 

Mr. WILLS: I did not intend to take 
part in the discussion, but having heard 
the remarks made by the hon. Member 
who has just spoken it is but right that I 
should say something on the matter. I 
have heard it said on several occasions 
that the ways of Government, like the 
grace of God, passeth all understanding . 
The reasons advanced by the hon. Member 
for Berbice River are very cogent. There 
is a Committee actually investigating the 
working of the Medical Department. 
There are three Divisional Sisters and it 
is proposed to get another. Is it an 
attempt on the part of Govemment to 
influence the Committee? It may be that 
the Committee will recommend that Divi
sional Sisters are unnecessary. I thiuk if 
there is an increase of the Divisional 
Sisters there should be a corresponding 
increase in the numbet· of nurses. The 
additional Divisional Sister is to be en
gaged for night duty and relief purposes. 
I do not know whethe1· it is the intention 
of Government to appoint a local person, 
but it is within my knowledge that two 
local girls who were trained at the Public 
Hospital are_ holding responsible posts in 
England. If this 11dditional Divisional 
Sister is necessary I think some considera
tion 11hotdd be given to the local nm·ses. 
I am sure Government will find among 



409 Cbrnrnittecl of Snpply 20 bECEMBER, l 9ll4. Committee of S'upply 410 

them persons possessing qualifications 
perhaps far better tlmn those of many of 
Divisional Sisters who are brnught to the 
Colony. J am not here to defend the 
Divisional Sisters. I have not had the 
misfortune or pleasure of being in the 
Hospital, and I am not in a position to 
say whether they discharge their duties 
well or not. It is somewhat inconsi�tent 
when there is a Committee sitting that 
Government shoul<l make a,dditions to the 
staff of the Hospital. 

M.r. L UCKHOO : The best way out of 
the difficulty is to get a statement from 
the Surgeon-Gene1·al on the matter. Com
mittee or no Committee if there is need 
for such an appointment the sick and poor 
should be looked after. The Committee 
may not send in its report for the next 
couple of years. If there is necessity for 
such an appointment let the Surgeon
Genera,l advance grounds, giving the 
number of patients, U1e number of hours 
the Sisters work, and the necessity for 
night nm·ses. Whether the appointment 
should be made locally I am not in a 
position to express an opinion. If we 
have local talent, and suflfoient to carry on 
and maintain discipline at the institution 
that point should be considered. If the 
Surgeon-Genernl thinks that the appoint
ment should be given to someone who has 
been specially trained it is for him to 
decide. The members of the Committee 
paid a flying visit to New Amsterdam, 
returning in the afternoon, and I had not 
the chance to see them. I think the 
officer who is responsible for the adminis
tration of the Department should be in a 
position to convince this Council if there 
is need for such an appointment. 

Mr .. ELEAZAR: I cannot undet"stand 
why some people will get up when cer·-

. tain persons a1·P. mflntionerl, iwd say that 
a Member has attacked those persons. I 
attacked nobodv. ,vh,Lt I said was that 
in the fit-st instance Government got a 
single Superintendent to tr'ain the nurses, 
but for all these yea,1·s not one has been 
trained yet to become a Divisional Sister. 
I say there is no necessity for· a fourth 
Sister at all because the three who are· 
there have not got more wot']( than they 
can do. I wonder if the Hon. i\l r. Dias 
thinks tha,t when he is in Hospital any
body is going to linger and allow him to 
discovet' that they have nothing to do. 

If you bring people into the country who 
need work and you have no work for them 
to do, is it their fault? To say that is not 
att.acking those persons at all. I say that 
two of those Sisters can be done without. 
I say that the kind of supervision they 
give at night does not requit·e any special 
person because it is only a matter of going 
into the Hospital after some concert or 
constitutional walk, looking around and 
going home. Occasionally there may be 
an emergency operation at night, and the 
Divisional Sister may be called out. Are 
we getting an .additional Sister for an 
occasional accidental case that might 
occur? Surely that would not justify the 
appointment of another Sister. It is not 
my intention to attack anybody, and I 
deprecate Members getting up here and 
saying th1Lt I have attacked somebody. 

Dr. SINGH: I have been a Govern
ment Medical Office1· for six years, four of 
which were spent at the Public Hospital, 
Georgetown, and during the time I was 
there we had a Superintendent and two 
Divisional Nurses. I am sure there was 
not enough work for the two Divisional 
Nurses du ring the time I wa8 the1·e. The 
number of beds in the Hospital must have 
increased to warrant a further appoint-
ment. 

Dr. HENDERSON: Much has been 
said in regard to the need of adding to the 
number of Divisional Siste,·s by one. The 
hon Member for Demerarn-Essequebo has 
referred to the number in the Hospital 
when he was there as a Government Medi
cal Otlicer, and infers that one of the 
reasons for the increase must be an increase· 
in the number of patients. That is one of 
the most important reasons. The bed 
strength of the Hospital is going up every 
year, so also has the number of out
patients in these days of economic dcpt·cs
sion. Hon. Members have referred to the 
pos�ibility of increasing the staff qf nurses 
at the Hospital, and have wondered if that 
is going to take place next year also. It 
is so. I have allowed for that under item 
30. 'l'he number of nurses has been in
creasing from year to year, and that means
that the assistants to nurses must be
increased and also the supervision. I
would like again to stress what I stressed
some months ago in this House, that
supervision includes assistance, and the
Divisional Nurses come here for the



4'11' Com'mitivie of Suppl� 20 DECEMBER; P.i'3'4". ei:nnmiti\le of Supply 4'1'2 

express putpose of assisting the riurses in 
H'ospitals so that as soon as possible they 
tliemsel'ves may be able to take the posi
tions w11ich they ought tlo in these insti
tutions .. 

With· an- increas"e in- the number of 
rt-u'l:ses- the1,e must be·involved an increase 

- in- the training of those nurses-increased
time a.nd incl.'eased effort· are 11eq.uiired·. to
\!,drtg this about-both as regards genel'al
nursing and: as 1•egiu•ds midwifety, not to
mention• any special' bl'arteh- o� medicine or
surgery. l think hon ... Members l'ealise
1\o'W important nul'silig is in the whole
nratltle1' or treatment.· 'Io me1i-tion- only
one disease which- unfortu'l.iatiely is far too
prevalent in tl\is Colony-I speak of pneu
Iil.'On'i'a and other disewses' of the spinal
system:..-! am su're my h'on. £ri•end and col
league will agree with me when I say that
th'e nursing with- this disease is even more
im'{!>ortant than the medical treatment.
Sc>' that we d'o waint the 1mrses in this
Colony to attain the bi-ghest• possible
taodard in carry�ng out their nursing
lu.ties, and also in: the sho•l'test space of
tim.e •.

At a recent function at, the Hospital we
had the pleasure of the company of the
hon. Member for New Amsterdam, and

isfl.ed' that the- nurses in tlHs count1·y 
are coming along satisfactorily in tlieir 
training; and I woultl like here again 
to pay tribute to those who looked 
after me when I was a patient in tlie 
Lad)" Thomson Ward. J could· not have 
wished for nicer nm·ses anywhe1,e in 
the world', but I do want the train
ing of our nurses to· go forward' as 
quickly as possible so that they may· oe 
able to take their places in the Hospi'tal 
service in this country. It is a very far
reaching effect which is produced by this 
training. Not only does it mn;lre them 
gnod nurses but good wives and· good 
mothers· in many cases in years to• come. 

I think J have dealt wi.ith most 0f the 
p0ints l'efe1Ted- to by hon. Mem:liiers. My 
hon. f.riend on my right reminds me 1Jhat 
the hon. Member for Ea;stern Berbiee 
1'equestled info1,matioli with regard t0 the 
working hours· of the Divisional Sisters. 
I have not got the i'nformaifron with- me 
but I know full well that they a;re- on d111iy 
morning, afternoon, evening and nright, 
and it is contrary to all pPoced1ne to, hav-e 
Divisional Sisters or any nurse doin:g 
duty at night as well asdu-ri:ng the·da:y. I 
think perhaps hon. Members fo1,get tl'la;t 
very important duties ha;ve got to be e·ar
ried 0ut at night. Ma:ny things have to, be 
d0ne four-hourly, maybe the gi-'vinig of 
medicine or injection, o�· the cna:ngin1g of 
dt·essing, or :-:nything of such impo�·tant 
1tature, which must all receive ve-ry carefol 
attention. I feel sure that thos-e 0£ us 
who have required nursing service, or mll'.y 
require it,. will realise the great differene·e 
hetween a properly trained nurse and an 
ilndifferent one in the manner in which she 

I remember very well that he touched
very briefly upon the q.uestion of the
training of nurses. As an afternative
to Divisional Sisters coming out here
he suggested that we should endeavour
to have our nurses sent to England
for training there. Well, sir, f,hat would
be a very good idea, and I think that
something might be done also in that
direction. :But I am convinced that the
quickest way to help forward the training
of our nurses in the Hospitals is by
obtaining Nursing Sisters who have had
experience in their profession in large
hospitals and who are good teachers. I
repeat again that the whole point of hav
ing Divisional Sisters brought out here is
not to act as night watches or day
watches. It is to assist the nurses in all
the details of their various duties, in the
dressing of cases, in the administration of
medicines and in general management .•
As hon. .Members know, we have already 
a great many Matrons, who are people 
0£ this country, throughout the Hospital 

carries out her various duties. 

Mr. GONS�<\LVES: May I enquire what 
the note opposite the item really means? 
Is it intended that when the new Di:vi
sional Sister comes out she will be 
restricted to night duty only? 

Dr. HENDERSON: Each Divisional 
Sister will do night duty for a period of 
three 01· fom months at a time. 

Item passed. 

Item (32)-Nursing Sisters at Leprosy 
Hospital-Assistant Superintendent $720, 
8 Sisters at $192 each, $1,536, $2,256. service. 

I should like t6 say Iiei'e that I am sat- Mr. WILLS : I was not a Member of 
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the Council ,vhen Nursing Sisters we1:e 
·i11t.roduced, but I tal,e a livelv interest in
the welfare of the Colony and read ::t ,pro
nouncement made by Govemment sotne
t�me ago that the Nursing Sisters would
not _in _any way affect the cost of the ins.ti
tution, or would not be paid by Govern
!Ilent at all. A number of female attend
ants at that institution were.dismissed _in
order to give _place to those Nursing
Sisters. I observe that there were �h:e
N_ursing Sisters on the Estimate fo1· this
year, and in the .present .Estimate there
are eight, They get a salary of $24 ,per
month with an allowance of $6 for rations,
making $30 per month. I remember that
Govet:nment informed the Council that
they would be no charge on the Colony as
they had been sent out by a foreign body
to do .this work at great ,personal �aCJ.ii
fice.

D1'. HENDERSON : I do not think I 
can give full information on that point but 
I do remember loo.king up the matter some 
month� ago, when the existing staff was 
absorbed into othet· institutions .iii the 
Colony and when a seqior nurse or M,itron 
was detailed for duty at the Suddie Hospi
tal. So far as l remember there was 
never any question of these Nursing Sis
te1·s not being ,paid, but I shall look into 
it. 

Mr, ELEAZAR: I have a · recollection 
that when they wern being brought into 
the country it was said t-hey ,would be no 
charge on Government at all. .Tt is true 
that the employees who were at the insti
:tution then have been absorbed into, other 
institutions, but this i& an increased num
ber of N i11,sing Sisters and their _pay is 
also increased. I do not think it is fair 
to bring these people, who ,u·e not llritish 
subjects, and pay them higher wages than 
were _paid the other people whu wen1 them. 
·who has been doing the work all the time?
Tf I had known then what I know now I
would not have been a pm·ty to their com
·ing at a.IL Government never keeps faith
· with· people here.

Dr. HENDERSON : I thiuk what the
hon. Member is thinking of wt�s an intima
tiop in the Press some t-ime ago that a
Siste1· of this O1·der.had.come,out to the
Colony 1!,nd was actually staying at the
L�per Ho�pital giving voluntaFy assistance.
She is not being paid or ration_ed at .all.

M1:. SEAFORD : I think 1;pis Hoq&e 
was told that they w.ere w9rking,herl:l with
out remuneration. I felt it was v�1ty 
wonderful on their part. 

Mr. MULLIN (Commissioner of ·Lan(ls 
and Mines): I think the hop. Member is 
confusing it with the Assy,rians, 

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon, Member'likes 
to be facetious, but it is becoming boring. 

·Item passed,

Hem 13-Miscellaneous, ·$626.

Mr. AUSTIN: I rise to point out that
Government has not cal'l'ied out the 
promise made by Sir Edward \Denham 
that all Government Medical Officers \\iho 
live in the neighbou1 hood of telephones 
would have telephones installed in ·thefr 
quarters. The·Government Medical Officer 
at Port Mourant refuses to have a tele
phone in his house, and says that neither 
the Govemor nor the Surgeon-General 
could make him have it. 1 brought the 
matter up at a meeting of the Medical 
Committee and the Surgeon-General pro
mised to .look jnto it. l think a Govern
ment Medical Officer should not override 
au undertaking given by the Governor 
when .he .is serving in a district whei·e 
people might h.ave to call him at odd hour.s. 
I think he is a bit callous. He does not 
want a telephone because he may be called 
out at night. Albion, the neighbouring 
estate, is ,four miles away, and \ve have ,to 
send a messenger either on a mule 01· on 
foot to the doctor. In the case of a sick 
overseer the message sent by the doctor 
was "Send him over to the hospital, ,I will 
come in the morning." We pa:y the doc
tor ,$60 a quarter. rrhis ,is.not the,first 
time.I have spoken on.this matter, but I 
hope it will be the last. .I really think 
evel'y Governme11t Medical Offir::er iri _an 
outlying district should be made to have a 
telephone whereby he could be got at ·by 
those people who contribute as taxpaye1·s 
towards his salary, ,pension and Juµip S)lQl. 

:Mr. DE AGUIAR : I do not think Gov
el'llment desires.to hear any other Member 
speak.on that .. subject; ,it is .scandalo_11s 
and alarming. -Perh:i,ps ·he is ,tp._e 011ly 

.doctor available.for miles 11nd -�·efuses .to 
have,the convenience.of a.tel1tphone. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The ,hon. Nomi,nated 
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Member said that the doctor is callous. 
I do not think he meant it in that way. 
He spoke strongly because he feels strongly. 
I am surp1,ised to hear that of Dr. 
Sharples, if he is there, because he is a 
Buxtonian who are very kindly disposed 
people. In the case of a doctot· 1 do not 
think it is good enough reason for refusing 
a telephone been.use people worry him all 
hours at night. I think the Surgeon
General and Government ought to be in n, 
position to tell medical officers and persons 
of that class tlrnt it is not what they would 
like but what Government would have 
them do for the stipends they receive. 

Dr. HENDERSON: 1 do not know 
anything about this matter. I slrnll look 
into it, 

'I'm, CHAIRMAN: It is the first time 
I lmye heard of it. I will discuss it with 
the Surgeon-General a.nd the matter will 
be dealt with. 

Item passed. 

Item 16-Freight, $5,040. 

Mr. Dt1 AGUIAR: This item has ii 

distinct taste of the Crown Agents. 
(Laughter). Pei'haps Your Excellency will 
allow me to refer to items 6 and 7 where 
there has been a conesponding reduction. 
This item has been increased by $1,000. 
I do not know whether the Crown Agents 
have been able to buy goods t:heaper and 
that account::; for a reduction of the votes. 

· There is no explanatory note in respect of
itellls 6 and 7.

Dr. HENDERSON: That is so. 

l\fr. Di,; AGUIAR: I thank the Surgeon
General, but it costs just as much in 
freight and commission, which probably 
accounts fol' the incl'ease of $1,000 on this 
i tern. In view of the motion I have before 
the Council, aud the taste of the Crown 
Agents in tl.e item, I sugge�t that it be 
cMried out itt the same figure ,is this year, 
$4,040. 

J\'lr. vVALCOTT: I support what has 
been said by the last speaker. The item 
of Drugs and Medical Applian�ei; has been 
c,1rried out at $500 less than this year, 
but Freight, has been increased by $1,000. 
If the argument of the Government is 
logical and applied to those figm·es then, 

so far as I can see, the drugs are costing 
$500 more. As a matter of fact the two 
firms that tendered for Government medi
cal supplies this year were very responsible 
concerns, and I was surpi.-ised to learn 
at. the Chamber of Commerce, in a letter 
received from Government, that Govern
ment said that the drugs were no good. 
rt is a very serious statement to make 
regarding responsible firms like Messrs. 
R1·odic & Rainer ,�nd Booker Bros. I cer
tainly think that in view of thiit adverse 
criticism of the bona fides of those fit·ms 
this item should be held over until such 
time as the nrntter luis been fully investi
gated. Tt is not nice to think that two 
lea.ding chemists and druggists in this 
Culony should be branded by Government 
as supplying drugs that are unsiitisfactory. 
That is what it amounts to. I think we 
should hold up this item until a full and 
s,1tisfacto1·y explanation of those remarks 
is obtained from Government. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If the reason assigned 
by the hon. Member for not giving the 
contract to those firms is correct, Govern
ment should not permit the item to go 
through until an investig,1tipn is made, 
because the whole of the community 
regards Booker Bros. as Al as regards the 
supply of drngs in the Colony. Is Govern
ment going to give the Crown Agents all 
this freight because Government knows 
that Bookers are supplying drngs that are 
not good, or is it only an excuse for giving 
it to the Crown Agents? It is a most 
atituunding -�tateme11t. I cannot conceive 
of m1ybody charging Bookers with keeping 
spurious articles. 

Mr. SMELL fE: I ,im in favour of the 
item being held up until there is a full 
discussion on the subject of the Crown 
Agents. I will have sorne'.;liiug to s"'y 
when it comes up. I am of the opinion 
that this item is very excessive for freight. 

Dr. HENDERSON: In reg,ird to t-his 
i1,em it iti necessnrily only an approximate 
figut·e. The Medil:al Dep,irtment has fol
lowed the policy of Govemment by obtain
ing drngs, dl'!�ssings ,1od hospital clothing 
through the Crown Agents, and from what 
I have seen, after working out costs, insur
ance and freight, it is che,ipe1·, and there
fore money is siwed and the taxpayer pays 
less for these articles. With regard to 
the point rnised by the hon. Member for 
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Central Demerara in regard to the quality 
of drugs, since I have come here there has 
been no question whatever of the quality 
of drugs of any firm that we have secured 
not being up to standard. 

In regard to dressings there is a point 
I should make, and that is that price for 
price, such articles as cotton wool and 
certafo kinds of bandages are not so good 
in quality as what are obtained from the 
Crown Agents. I understand it was 
entirely a matter of cost, and so far as 
drugs and dressings are concerned the 
Crown Agents handle the indents of differ
ent parts of the Empire, and those items 
were naturally secured at a very low price. 
I would like it to be very clea1· that since 
coming to this Colony the policy has been 
to secure drugs and dressings from 
England, but once 01· twice the Depart
ment has had occasion to secu1·e drugs 
from Messrs. Booker Bros. and Brodie & 

. Rainer, and there was no question what
ever as to their quality. 

I should say that shortly before Sir 
. Edward DP.nho.m left the Colony he had a 

meeting at Government House, at which 
Mr. Mackey, Mr. Jones and I were present, 
in connection with this very question of 
securing drugs from the Crown Agents, 
and the Uovernor said that when next the 
Department called for tenders opportunity 
should be given to local fii·ms to submit 
quotations. Those instmctions were cat·
ried out a short time ago. T received 
tenders from Bookers and Brodie & Rainer, 
and quite a number of thefr quotations 
were accepted by the Department on 
behalf of Government. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: fo view of the fact 
that my motion on the subject of the 
Crown Agents will be debated shortly, I 
think it is only fair to warn the Surgeon
Geneml that the question of the calcula
tion of cost is a fairly scientific matte1·, 
and in the cou1·se of the debate I hope to 
prove to the satisfaction uot only of Lhe 
Surgeon-General but also of the Council, 
that Government's method of calculating 
costs is entirely diffe1·e11t to that of those 
who know how to calculate costs. Per
haps the Surgeon-Geneml might tell us 
that apprnximately £400 worth of rubber 
goods imported through the Crown Agents 

-for the Hospital had to be thrown away.
He should tell us whethe1· that was in-

eluded in the cost of those that were left 
behind. I would like him to be prepared. 
He might furnish Government's spokes
man with the facts for his reply. As 
regards Government's complaint about 
drugs, there is a letter· on record from 
Govemment stating definitely that the 
drugs supplied by the local druggists were 
not up to standitrd. As a matter of fact 
they were suspected of diluting some of 
the drugs, but thitt is not my concern. I 
itsk that the item be allowed to stand 
over. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The Surgeon-General 
said that a considerable amount of drugs 
were being obtiiined locally. Am I not 
correr.t in saying that the amount is in 
the neighbourhood of £200? 

Dr. HENDERSON: I shall procure 
the figures. 

Mr. WALCOTT : That was made public 
at the same meeting of the Chamber at 
which the question was discussed. I am 
not at all satisfied with the Surgeon
General's explanation. I am sorry for the 
Surgeon-General in this instance because 
it is obvious from what he has said that-

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess. 

THE CHAIR.\1 AN : I will hold the 
item over. ·with regard to the remarks 
made by the hon. Nominated Member 
about drugs obtained locally being said to 
be no good, the Colonial Secretary will 
read what was written on the subject. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET.ARY: I 
understood the hon. Member to say that 
Government had accused Messrs. Booker 
Bros. and Brodie & Rainer of supplying bad 
drugs. Government's letter to the Cham
be1· of Commerce states :-

" As rega.rds drugs, I a.m to sta.te tha.t reports 
from the Medical Boa.rd indicate tha.t the 
quality of both drugs and dressing obtained 
through the Crown Agents is superior to those 
o bta.ined locally in the past, a.ad the cost is
less."

I cannot �ee how that is an attack on 
the reputations of those two firms. I 
might prefer to get my drugs from abroad. 
'.!.'he letter mernly states that in the opinion 
of the Medical Authorities the drugs im
ported were of a supel'iol' qmtlity and cost 
less. 



4J 9 Com,mittee of Supply 20 J>ECEMBER, l93l. Cornmti6tee_.of Sup,ply i20

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I agree with the 
Colonial.Secretary . .  Go.vernment was only 
trying to b.olster up a bad case when it 
said that the drugs obtained through the 
-Crown Agents were superior to those sup
.plied locally.

Mr. SE.Aill'ORD : .I understand that the 
dimgs ,obtained through ·the Crown A.gents 
are ,fuom ,exactly the same .makers from 
whom one of the firms mentioned imports 
its .drugs. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I have always under
stood that 1Bookers make •the point that 
,they supply the best. lf their drugs 
are the best I do not know how those 
·supplied through the Crown Agents can
be better. I ·buy drugs from ,.Bookers
and I want to know that I am getting good
stuff. Government's -lettei· certai1ily raises
a doubt in my mind whether I am getting
the best, I think the average man in the
Colony who reads that letter will come to
the conclusion that Government was not
getting goods of the standard and quality
necessary for the use of the Medical
·Department. Government is bolstering up
a bad case. If Government is desirous of
withdrawing its statement and to say that
Bookers' and Brodie & Rainer's drugs are as
good as any it has got through the Crown
Agents I can understand it and I will say no
more. We have fought this matter out
both here and elsewhere, and Governoient
actually gave an undertaking that, all con
ditions being e11ual, it would buy its
supplies from local traders, I presume
that the ·last ,paragraph of the letter is
only an evasion. Government not having
.kept .its ,promise to the local, traders is
.t�·ying to get out of it by making that
statement. That statement can only mean
that the drugs obtained locally were. not
satisfactory, or not good enough for the
·Medical Department. Tf it was not meant
in that way Government should make the

6fullest apology to the firms in question
,and .make it .clear to the general public
that .it .had no intention whatever to
,impugn-the purity or standard of the drugs
supplied by those two firms who tendered.
As regards the very vexed question of
supplies thrnugh the Crown Agents, it is
ha1:dly fair for the Government to compare
the first cost from the Crown Agents with
·the ultimate price at which the goods are
obtained locally. For instance, I am sure
that Goveq1ment has not taken into con-

siderntion the question of comtnission .to 
the Crown Agents. 

THE CHAIRMAN : J think the hqn. 
Member will realise that I am .givi.ng h_im 
a good deal of latitude because we are 
going to have all this over again in ,the 
debate on the motion by the hon. ·Member 
for Central Demerara. .I have already said 
I will hold over the item. 

. Mr. WALCOTT: I ·beg your pardon,
sir. 

Mr. '
E

LEAZAR: That being ·the case, 
may I suggest ·tlrnt you considei· the ques
·tion of cost. Perhaps (fovernment im
ports through the ·Crown Agents ·free of
duty.

Mr. LUCKHOO: •I would'like to have 
�� comparative statement of costs. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : I think hon. Merµ
bers will get all ·the information ·Govern• 
ment can give them on the matter. :If 
they can produce better figures they are 
at liberty to do so. 

•Item held over.·

Item 20-Passages, $1,536. 

Mr. CANNON: How is this amount 
al'l'i.ved at? 

Dr. HENDERSON: The Nurse·Super
intendent of the New Amsterdam Hos
pital left •recently, and ··her successor will 
come-out. fl!he Nursing ·Sister ·threatens 
.to leave some•time, and her successor \Vill 
come out. The Superintendent of Nurses 
at the Georgetown Hospital will be leav
ing on account of marriage early •in the 
Spring, and -her successor will come out 
later on. A ·Divisional Sister ·from the 
Georgetown Hospital will also be going 
:Home not to rnturn. We will have•to pro
vide her return passage and the passage of 
her successor. Another Divisional Sister 
will also be in the same position, going 
Home not to return, ·and her successor will 
be coming out, making a •total -of eight 
passages ·to be provided. 

Mr. CANNON: Does,it meauthat,they 
are leaving us ? 

Dr. ,HENDERSON: It does Jook like 
that. 
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Mr, eJA'.NNON: It may· be that they Jlh.'. 1/lEND.iERSON: Fn one case that 
are dsissatisfied with the undue criticisms is so. 
of tl\is <!Jouncil. 

Dr. FfiEND'ERSO!N : I would nob say 
that, but there is no· doubt that !Jhey have 
lieen' over- worked·, and- they feel they may 
have a, less aTd\J.ous time in, ano!Jher- part 
of the Empire; J1 beg to· move the inser
tion of an· item to be numbe1,ed :� 

J'tem 34--New Motor Lony for Leprosy 
Hospital, $1,000� 

The Council wiU remembe1· that some 
time- ago a second-II.and l'orry was obta-iired 
for the institution. It is quite broken 
down now and' the Direetor of Public 
W orlts says it is useless to repai'r it. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I suggest that we 
make i;t $400:. I am sure that several of 
tne· lorries which· are now taking stone up 
Vhe·· Eas·t Coast willl ee put on the market 
very soon. and wi-J.il be sold veay cheap, 

Tira 0HkIR�f.A:,N : 1f a good secon<l
hand: lorry could, be purcliiased- it would be. 
Vie have· tried: so often to makeshillt- wi1:h 
se-c,md-haad. lorries but found i:t dicl: a·ot 
}!lay. 

Mr. SEAFORD : The lonies I refer to 
ha:ve only been wo1•kimg for abou-t eight 
weeks.· 

Mr. CANNON: I would not ad-.ocate 
the buying of a second-hand lorry. After 
h·anspo�·ting stone and making such huge 
profit on the sea defence work a, second
hand lorry will be of no value.. I do not 
agree, however, that the owners of those 
lorries have been making foFtunes. 

M1·. DE AGUIAR: Do I understand 
that the lorry has been purchased al
ready? 

Dr. HENDERSON : The 10-rry has not 
yet been purchased. There is no lorry at 
present. 

Q·uestion put, and agreed to. 

Jtem inserted. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ask perm1ss10n to 
revert to item 20-Passages, $1,536. I 
understood the Surgeon-General to say 
that one of the Divisional Sisters is going 
Home to get married. 

lVfr. ELEAZAR : If that lady has not 
completed her te1:m must we pay her pas
sage Home? At least we should not pay 
tJhe whole of it. 

Mv. CANNON : I am. sui1e my friend is 
not serious. I am SU'l:e he would welcome 
the young lady finding a husband. 
(Laughter.) 

GOVERNi\fENT PUBLIC HEALTH DEPART

MENT. 

Item• lb-2 Assista-n.t Government 
Medical Officers of Hea1'th (l! at $3,120, to 
$·3·,840 by $120 and fat $3,000ito $3,36.@), 
$6'.,94;6. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I move that this item 
be veduced by $3,.000. I would like to. get 
a:n expression of opinion: fcom the Sarg!lon
General whether he considers it is 
abso1u.uely necessary to have three Medi-cal 
Office11s of Health in the Colon:)' hefore I 
say anything. 

Dr. E:END.ERSON: I have no hesita
tion in saying that it is absolutely neces
sa,i;y to have three Medical Officers of 
:Hea1th in this country. I think what is 
a.t the- back of the hon. Member's mind. is 
rather exceptional in so far as relief 
cluties are <rnncemed. I think he referred 
earlier in the session to an Assistant Go¥
emment lVIedieal Oflicel' of Health doing 
the duties of Go-vemment Bacter·io1ogist. 
That is an event that took place this year, 
the Government Bacteriologist proceeding 
on leave. That only happens every thuee 
or four years, and public health includes 
in a lai·ge measure Bactel'iology. The1·e
fore the appointment of the Health Officer 
for Demerara and Essequebo to act for 
the Government Bacteriologist during 
the period of his leave was quite appro
priate. I should mention that he carl'ied 
out both duties at the same time. 

I think the hon. Nominated Member 
also ha� in his mind the necessity for 
detailing a Health Officer to proceed to 
the Rupununi district about the middle of 
Octobel'. Here again, in my opinion, that 
was absolutely necessary. Jt might not 
have been necessarv had there been a suffi
cient number of ·Health Officers in the 
Colony before this time to have known 
health conditions in the interior, and to 
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have been able to supply the Authorities 
with a health report on the condifams 
there. But no such report existed, and 
therefore in my opinion it was necensary 
to detail an officer, and it had to be an 
officer of special experience to investigiLte 
local health conditions in so far as it can 
be done. It may be argued thi,t thii; · 
Colony sl,ould have waited until a medical 
officer came out to determine those points 
for himself but I think that could not be 
entert.ained. In any case, had a medical 
officer come with Geneml Browne he 
would have expected some information 
from Government, and particularly the 
Health Department, in regard to health 
conditions in the RupununL After all 
such diseases as beri-beri exist in the 
interior, and it is important to do what 
we can in connection with prevention. 

I think hon. Members know that when 
-any officer has to relieve another the
duties must be undertaken as best as
possible. I think no one expects the
work to reach the standard attained dur
ing the time when the full establishment
exists. For example, in Berbice the work

.of Honorary Health Officer of the town
of New Amsterdam has been carried on by
Dr. Pottinger, imd during the time he was
there he frequently attended the statutory
meetings of the Council. T should have
stated at the outset that it is usual when
an officer is away on long leave that the
other duties of the Health Officers are
shared by the Government Medical Officers
in the districts. T think the hon. Mem.
ber in dealing with the Colonial Secre
tary's Budget Speech referred to the fact
that no Health Officer has visited Esse
quebo this year.

Mr. SEAFORD: I did not say visit. I 
said he was brought to the Colony for 
Essequebo but he had never been stationed 
there. I did not me9,n that he had never 
visited there. 

Dr. HENDERSON: I should like to 
say that tt.e Government Medical Officer 
who is normally stationed in George
town in addition to Dr. Wase-Bailev has 
charge of the Counties of Demernra' and 
Essequebo. He inspected in Essequebo 
about the end of January. He went up as 
soon as possible after· the floods and made. 
a very thorough inspect.ion of the whole 
area from Supenaam to Charity. In 

regard to other parts of that County I 
would like to say that when visiting and 
inspecting there about the middle of 
August I myself visited the whole of 
Morawhanna and Mabaruma along with 
Mr. Long, the Commissioner, and I think 
a special report was submitted to you, sir, 
recommending certain improvements in 
sanitation, and ,,lso sanitation in connec
tion with some eight or nine grants in the 
area. When in .the Potaro recently I not 
only visited the Hospitcil but also went 
into the sanitation of the mining camps 
with .Mr. Humphrey, and into the general 
sanitation of Garraway Stream and Tuma
tumari. I say without hesitation there is 
great need to have the present number of 
Assistant Government Medical Officers of 
Health in this country. 

I think that in his speech following 
upon. the Colonial Secretary's Budget 
Speech the Hon. Mr. Seaford recommended 
that there should be a programme setting 
out certain items which should be 
thoroughly investigated in order to 
improve the Colony as far as possible. I 
suggest that on that programme there be 
placed the reduction of the Colony's death
rate which still stands too high at 22.4 
per thousand. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I am glad to get an 
assurance that three Assistant Medical 
Officers are required. At the same time I 
cannot see why, if three are necessary, we 
should h,we been carrying on with only 
one for the majot· pot·tion of the year. For 
a short time there was non� as far as I can 
g,,ther because one Medica,l Officer of 
Health was spending most of his time 
doing bacteriological work. 

Dr. HENDERSON: That is not so. 
He did both bacteriological work and 
public health work. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I admit he did both, 
but when he \\"as brought to the Colony it 
was not to do bacteriological work but 
public health work. For the rest of the 
time we have had one gentleman. away, and 
as soon as he comes back to spend all his 
time on health work a seeond is sent to 
the Rupununi. \Vhich is more important, 
the health of the coastlands where every
body lives, or health conditions in the 
Rupununi? Why ha,s he gone up there? 
Is the local Gove1:nment paying for l)is 
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services up there? Is Government paying 
for this work or is the Imperial Govern
ment? My point is that thei-e is apparently 
not sufficient work for three Medical Offi
cers of Health because, for the major por
tion of the year, there has been only one 
doing the work. I must admit that the Sur
geon-General has put in a great deal of work 
in the Department itself, but that should not 
be. He is supposed to be the Head of the 
whole Department and should not be 
called on to do any other work. I con
sider it is quite wl'Ong that men who are 
brought out for special wot·k should be 

· taken off that work and given other things
to do which do not concern them and are
1·eally not of very gt·eat benefit to the
Colony. In view of our only having one
Medical Officer of Health at the present
moment, and the health of the Colony
being so much better this year, I move
that the item he reduced by $3,000.

Mr. LUCKHOO: Since the intrnduc
tion of the Public Health Ordinance addi
tional wo1·k has been cast upon the Medical 
Officers of Health. The Ordinance came 
into opet·ation about two months ago, and 
I believe if it is to be carried out in its 
entirety it would need the presence of the 
Medical Officer of Health in each County. 

. One officei· was appointed to the County 
of Berbice. I am quite well aware that 
his se1·vices, in an honorat·y capacity, wern 
given to the New Amsterdam Municipality, 
for which we are grateful, but at the same 
time, in view of his continued absence 
from the district, the work of the County 
has suffet·ed somewhat. I am well aware 
that th�re have been periodical visits paid 
by other officers, but things are a bit 
unsatisfactory, and the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector is doing hiR very best indeed in 
order to cany out the requirements of the 
Ordinance. The fact however remains 
that we have been without that officer's 
presence there for a few months. I am 
not aga-inst the i-etention of the item1 but 
I think better use might be made of the 
officers of the Department. 

We had in Georgetown a few weeks ago 
a Health Week campaign. It must be 
said to the credit · of the Georgetown 
Municipality, aHd the Medical Officer of 
Health attached to that Department, that 
they have carried out a very fine progress
ive programme. I repeat that if we are 
to get any benefit from the Public Health 

Department, the Medical Office1· of Health 
and his staff should visit the country dis
tl'icts regularly with a view of giving lec
tures to the people. (Heat·, hear). tt 
should be made a definite pa1·t of those 
officers' duties that they should go around 
the villages in co-operation with the 
Government Medical Officers and give 
lectu1·es on various topics which would be 
of great interest and benefit to the people 
in the districts. Such lectures have been 
very few an<l far between. If I am to 
vote for this item Government must give 
an undertaking that it will make it a part 
of the duties of Government Medical 
Officers and the Assistant Government 
Medical Officers of Health to go about the 
country districts and give lantern lectm·es 
to assist the people to carry out the 
requirements of the Public Health Ordi 
nance. Mere legislation will pl'Ove abor
tive unless it is supported by an intelli
gent public opinion. Apart from annual 
shows nothing is done to educate the 
people in the country districts in sanitary 
and health matters. I should like to see 
the Medical Office1·s of Health paying 
more frequent visits to the country dis
tricts, and Government should provide 
them with the means of giving illusfrated 
lectures. 

With respect to the absence of the 
Medical Officer of Health from New 
Amsterdam, Government has in a way 
compensated us by giving us the services 
of Dr. Carto, the Government Medical 
Oificer of the district. At the same time 
efforts might be made in othet· directions 
to get the countt-y folk interested in the 
work of the Public Health Department. 
Visits should be paid to the schools and 
instructions given to the pupils in regard 
to sanitary measures. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The question is 
whether we need three Medical Officers of 
Health in the Colony. I say emphatically 
"No," and I defy the Surgeon-General to 
show me that he has need for them. I 
am credibly informed that when Dr. 
Pottinger went to New Amstet·dam he 
said "I have nothing to do," and he was 
right. We have no port in New Amstei:
dam but we are forced to keep what is 
called a Port Health O!licer. 1'here are 
five Sanitary lnspectot•s and a Chief Sani
tary Inspector in New Amsterdam, and a 
Medical Officer of Health is over the Chief 
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Sanitary Inspector. The Government 
Medical Officer of the district lives there 
and sees conditions every day. of his life, 
but the Chief Sanitary Inspector and the 
· Medical Officer of Health never consult him.
. The thing is an absurdity. What is the 
result of their presence in the district? 
· So for as I am aware-and I defy anybody
to say to the contrnry-the result is nil.
New Amsterdam is exactly as it was when
T. went there 25 years ago. The Surgeon -
Genernl mys that Dr. Pottinger attends
the Town Council meetings. When he
does he has nothing to tell us, 1111d we
lrnve nothing to ask him.

The hon. Nominated Member struck the 
mtil on the head when he suggested that 
there is no need for three Medical 
Officers of Health in the Colony. While 
there are three there is none in Esse
quebo. 'vVe want a few more Sanitary 
Inspectors, but I challenge the Surgeon
Genernl to show that there is need for 
three MedicaJ OJfi�ers of Health. 'l'lrnir 
appointment i:; due to the fact that we 
have Imel so m,iny "African" Governors 
here who imagined that they were seeing 
the people of West Africa. An increase 
in the number of Sanitary Inspectors would 
have my support and that of other Mem
bers of the Council. In ye,irs gone by the 
Government Medical Officer was personally 
responsible for the he,ilth of his district, 
but to-clay the Medical Officer of HeiLlth 
and the Sanitary Inspectors pass by with
out giving him a glance. He complains 
about it. 

M1·. DE AGUIAR: I am supporting
the amendment of the hon. Nominated 
Member for !L reduction of this item. I 

· am quite satisfied that the necessity does
not exist for two Assistant Government
Medical Otli<.:ers of Health. I go one step
further. Government knows that the ser
vices oE two Assistants are not required.
One of the officers was not requisitioned
by the Government; he was "axed"

_from somewhere in West Africa and sent
to this Colony. \Ve did not send for him.
Th�t to my mind is convincing proof that
we h,i.ve no need for two Assistant Medical
Otlicers of Health. Since the officer T
refer to has been here he has been running
arouud the country with nothing to do.
One remained at Bush Lot looking over
health conditions there for a long time.
It is ·said he went to Essequebo, but it

_would be true to say that the major por
tion of his time in Essequebo was spent at 
Bush Lot. The other Assistant Govern
ment Medical Officer of Health is in the 
Rupununi, and I suppu°se later on there 
will be a little bit of accounting between 
the Imperial Government and this Govern
ment. I take it that the Council will be 
told that the salary of this officer and 
that of another officer there will be 
refunded to the local Treasury. We do 
not know how long those officers will be 
there, but we have been definitely told that 
all expenses in connection with the 
bringing of the Assyrians here will be 
borne by the rmperial Government. At 
present ther·e are two highly paid officers 
in the Rupununi, and I hope later on 
there will be a little balancing of accounts, 
unless it is intended to reduce the 
dole we are to receive. I do not know 
how we are going to get rid of one of the 
Assi8tant Government Medical Officers of 
He,ilth bec.uise he is on the Fixed Estab
lishment. 

The Cornmittee divided on the question 
that the item be passed 11ncl voted:-

Ayes-Mr. · Cannon, Dr. Henderson, 
Messrs. Wood, Mullin, D'Andrade, 
McDavid, .LVfajor Craig, .LVfr. Luckhoo, 
Professor Dash, .LVIa,jor Bain Gmy, Messrs. 
Dias, Smellifl, The Attorney-General and 
The Colonial Secretary-14-. 

Noes-Messrs. Peer Bacchus, Seaford, 
Austin, De Aguiar, Gonsalves, Eleazar, 
Wight, Brassington-8, 

Dirl not vote-Mr. Walcot-.t-1. 

Item passed. 

Item Ih-20 .Sanitary Inspec•tors · (Class 
III.) ($62 4: to $7-14 by $2 4., $14;825..; -

Mr. ELE.-\ZAR: It is disgraceful to 
allow Essequebo, which has two islands, to 
have only :one .S:Ln,itary Inspectot. 

Dr. HEND.ERSON: I will take the 
mattet· up an_d do the best I can. 

Item 6-Ap1:i1·oved Sanitary Works, 
$1,000. 

:Nlr. LUCKHOO: I take it that this 
amount includes the usual - pl'Ovision £or 
sanitary impro_vements in New· Amster-
dam. 
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Dr. HEKDERSON: There is the usm�l 
sum provided for New Amsterdam and 
other parts of the Colony under item 7, 
and New Amste1·dam will get its fair 
share. 

Mr. LUC_KHOO: Whenever the question 
comes up the New Amsterdam Town 
Council has always had to refer to the 
Medical Officer of Health. It is a very 
wise precaution, but I would like some
thing definite on the point. There has 
been some con-espcmdence on the subject. 

:Mr. BRASSINGTON : I think in pre
vious years we were told where these 
improvements were to take place. 

Dr. HENDERSON: All I know is that 
this vote of $1,000 represents the rem
nants of what used to be $2,000 for abat
toirs and markets, tmd where nPcessary it 
is used for bushing Government compounds 
or the construction of modern latrines in 
sohools and water receptacles. I have not 
yet any programme arranged for the 
expenditure of this money, but I can assure 
the hon. Member that the various towns 
and villages will receive their fair share of 
the sum. 

:Mr. BRASSINGTON: -I protest against 
it; it is highly unsa.tisfactot·y. Surely 
Government should give us some idea of 
how the money is going to be spent. The 
fast time I was i_n Essequebo the sa11itary 
conditions around the Bush Lot or Anna 
Regina Settlement, where there is a dis
pensary, were horrihle. I ask that the 
Cou11cil be given some idea as to where 
and.liow the money is to be spent. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to see 
$500, 01· ,whatever sum we are going to 
get, ear-marked for New Amste1·dam. If 
it is put down as sanitary improvements 
in New _.\.m'sterdam it will go to New 
Amsterdam as lL!l original vote. 

Dr. HENDli;RSON: I·do not think it 
is posBible to say definitely that so much 
is to be given to this or that part of the 
Colony. 'fhe new system under which 
the money is spent is that it is left to the 
Department to do the best in this direc
tion. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That is what we are 
complaining about. It was so until the 
Department tried to wangle New Amster
dam 6ut of it. Eventually we will be told 

that New Amsterdam cannot get any of 
the money. 

Dr. HENDERSON: If the New 
Amsterdam Municipality would submit its 
programme to the Public Health Depart
ment it would be considered. ·when we 
hear of the needs of each district. the 
money will be apportioned. 

Item passed. 

Item 7-Government Lands aud Com
pounds in Georgetown and New Amster
dam-Sanitary Improvements, $2;000. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Does this include the 
Government Lands at Kitty ? I have never 
seen such a waste of money in my"life. I see 
men standing there all day doing nothing. 
I am told it is unemployment relief work 
and it does not matter whether the people 
work or not. It is a disgrace to see how 
the work is being carr-ied on. Further ·on 
there is an item for Queen's College.:. Ithink that wo1·k can very well be ·done out 
of this sum. I do not think this money' is 
being spen� to good advantage. 

l\fr. WOOLFORD: I am sorry I have 
to disagree with the remarks of the hon. 
N ominatecl Member. The work comes 
under my observation daily. I am an' 
observant man and I claim that the result 
of the woi·k has been very beneficial. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I am not saying any
_

thing about the result. I say that the 
work could have been done at about one
tenth of the cost. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : What the hon. 
Member said was that it was a waste of 
money. vVhat he intended to say was 
that a larger area might have been covered, 
but I disagree that it has been a waste of 
money. I can say that there has been a 
great reduction not only in the number of 
mosquitoes but in the incidence of malaria 
in that district, and I hope Government 
will not be discouraged in the good work. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I took the objec!;ion 
and I maintain that it is an absolute waste 
of money. If work can be done for $100 
an<l you spend $1,000 it is a waste of 
money. I am correct in my statement. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I have on several 
occasions drawn the attention of the 
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last three Governors to the horrible con
dition of the land east of the Wireless 
Station. r cannot say whethe1· the expen
diture has been excessive or not, but I 
know that the work has done a great deal 
of good in lessening the mosquito menace 
in Georgetown, and I hope Government 
will continue the work. 

1\fr. GO�SALVES : Anyone who has 
seen the work must admit that it has very 
much improved health conditions, but I 
think the Hon. �fr. Seaford's point has 
been misunderstood. His complaint was 
not that the work was not satisfactorv but 
as regards the amount spent. That • is a 
different matter altugethe1·, and one for 
those in control. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member thinks that $2,000 is being spent. 
I do not think more than $600 is being 
spent. 

Mr. SEAFORD : It was not the actual 
amount I was complaining about, but that 
very little wo1·k is being done. I usually 
see the men leaning or standing idle. 

THE CHAIRMA1'1 : 'rl1at is a question 
of cost, and I have no doubt that the 
Surgeon-General would be glad to enter 
into a contract with the hon. Membe1· if 
he would take it on. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am not a contractor, 
and I thought Government knew that by 
this time. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Perhaps you would 
suggest someone. 

Mr. SEAFORD : l will not. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Is Government unable 
to tell u� that $500 will be given to New 
Amsterdam? 

Dr. HENDERSON: I can say that 
$500 will he spent. That is the sum we 
gave last year. The Hon. Mr. Seaford 
raised the point last year and the matter 
was taken up very vigorously. We had 
meetings with Your Excellency to discuss 
ways and means of saving money and to 
endeavour to eliminate the defects to 
which the hon. Nominated Member has 
drawn attention. The Directo1· of Public 
·works, who is intimately concerned, also
gave us a.n estimate and advice as to how

best the work could be done, and I also 
know that Your Excellency has visited the 
site very frequently and that you have 
fh•�t-hand knowledge as to what is taking 
place in this area. I am very glad tha.t 
hon. Members realise that useful sanitary 
work has been done in that part of the 
City. If, as suggested, there are cheapel' 
ways of doing the work I should be very 
glad if we could be told what those are. 
I would press for the 1 etention of the 
whole sum on the Estiumte. The inc1·ease 
of the item is necessary because it is pt·o
posed to cut down the courida bush oppo
site the Bel Air Hotel. We want to keep 
that area under control and that is the 
reason for the extrn sum. 

Mr. CANNON: Tf you are going to use a 
portion of it in cutting down courida I 
am going to vote against it. It would be 
a most retrogrnde step. "\Ve will very 
soon have Bel Air Park floating into the 
Atlantic. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I understand that 
the Surgeon-General has given a definite 
undertaking that $500 will be given to 
New Amsterdam. Conditions at the Men
tal Hospital are shocking. There is a 
Ja1·ge growth of courida bush which is 
interfering with the good work the Muni
cip11.lity has done. I would ask the Sur·
geon-General to give some attention to 
the matter. 

l\fr. SEAFORD: The Surgeon-General 
mentioned just now the cutting down of 
courida bush. 1'he Sea Defence Board 
considered the matter and decided that a 
srn111l bit should be done as a. preliminary, 
and that the t1·ees should be topped. The 
_work has not been carried out as was 
recommended by the Board. Very much 
more was cut down than they gave permis
sion to be cut down, trees bemg cut right 
down to the ground instead of being 
topped. I have taken the question up 
twice with the acting Ohai1·man who said 
he would tak& it up with the Public- Health 
Depat·tment. Whether that has been done 
I do not know. I promise the Surgeon
Genernl he will hear very much more 
about it in the future. 

l\'Ir. ELEAZAR : There is au a1·ea of 
about 25 rods of foreshore in the vicinity 
of the Abattoir in New Amsterdam which 
is overgrnwn with courida, The Munici-
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pality has done its pol'tion and Govem
ment promised to do its part of the work, 
but nothing has been done. The Town 
Council has spent $3,000 in clearing, and 
bonifying its portion, but for the sake of 
spending $50 G.overoment is negativing om· 
work. I ,isk that the work be done. 

Item passed. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 

M1·. ELEAZAR ; I wish to make some 
general remai-ks on the Department. I 
have said over and over again that the 
Primary Education of the country is being 
misdirected, and it would appear that that, 
remai·k is misunderstood by the Dir'ector 
of Education. He wanted to know what 
I meant. I tried to explain to him that 
it seemed to me that his policy was calcu
lated to retard the educational prog1·ess of 
the country. He replied " Nothing of the 
kind." The administration by the Head 
of the Department amounts to misdirec
tion, and I am going to touch on the 
various items for the benefit of the Com. 
mittee if it is eve1· formed. To begin 
with, since the Director took up his 
appointment in this Colony we have had ii 

Teachers' Training Centre. He boasts of 
that innovation, but I am inclined t , think 
it is not being 1·un on the best lines. No 
attempt has been made to have the 
st�dents housed in a proper place. They 
a1·e kept in the heal't of the City, 
and it is not conducive to the forma. 
tion of character which is the principal 
thing in the t.raining of a teacher. Then 
the Principal of that institution is a 
youngster himself whose character is 
hardly yet formed, but he is charged with 
the formation of the character of youths 
very little younger than himself. The 
result is not very encouraging at all. 
Some of the teachers of the old school are 
still with us, an<l we see their demeanour 
in public and otherwise is so different. 
The atmosphere in their schools is also 
different. 

One is also tempted to feel that there is 
too much meddling with the ·wQrk in the 
schools. It is not the business of the 
Department, 1 respectfully submit, to tell 
teachers what particular method they 
should adopt in teaching this and that 
subject. The method should be a matter 
for the teachers. We find the Director 
of Educ:ation going to the schools and 

telling the teachers they must not have 
simultaneous 01·al reading. The children 
must do silent reading. Silent reading is 
no reading at all. It is ab&urd and can 
only come from a theorist, and not from 
anybody who has any practical knowledge 
of teaching. 

A day or two ago the Dit-ector of 
Education showed me a letter he had in 
his possession. I read it �nd smiled, and 
he thought I smiled at its contents. That 
was ludicrous enough, and it was alarmiug 
that it should have come from a school
master, but I presume it did. But that 
was not what I laughed at. It was because 
it was in script writing. If everybody 
wrote script how could we ever detect 
a writer? No schoolmaster at present 
makes any attempt to teach writing as it 
should be ta.ught. He says that the 
Director says he must teach script writing 
and he is teaching the children to write in 
that way for them to unlearn it afterwards. 
To-day we look in vain for good writers. 
Nobody takes the trouble to show the 
children how to hold a pen and how to sit 
because officers of the Education Depart
ment go into the schools and attempt to 
teach the teachers method, an unnecessary 
interference which tends to hamper the 
progress of the children in that particular 
branch. 

To-day the idea of the Department is to 
let every boy in school learn to be a car
penter. That is absurd. The children's 
time in school is mis-applied when the 
boys at·e expected to become proficient in 
shoe-making, tailoring and carpentry, and 
the girls in cooking, baldng, washing and 
other domestic things which should be 
done at home. There is a wide difference 
between learning hand and eye and this 
kind of thing. The children's time, instead 
of being spent in intensive reading, writ
ing and arithmetic so as to build a founda
tion, is being fritte1·ed away in a top-heavy 
curriculum. They get a smattering of 
everything and leave school without any 
foundation. \Vhat is the alternative? 
We have juvenile crimes increasing in the 
country. It is the result of the mis
direction of education. 

The Director made his first mistake 
when he came and heard the cry that 
there were too many small schools about 
the country, and instead of correcting it 
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he is going further into it. Although 
there were too many small schools there 
was not too much school space because 
everyone provided its own space for its 
own denomination. The Directo1· closed 
down those small schools before he had 
built up any other, and the result is over
crowding in the schools that are left a,nd 
under-staffing. There were to have been 
two large schools at Bux.ton but we have 
not got one yet. 

Schoolmasters are supposed to be work
ing under the Code of 1919. If A is 
appointed to a school and the Director 
refuses to confirm it and suggests the 
appointment of B the Manager dues not 
refuse to appoint B or he is threatened 
that his school would be closed. In nine 
cases out of ten he appoints B, but he does 
it with a great deal of disgust and ulti
mately he does not take any interest in 
the school. I would like to know under 
what section of the Code the Director is 
acting when he refuses to confirm the 
appointment of a teacher. I have seen 
a lettet· from a Manager to a teacher 
enclosing a contract from the Director 
for the teacher to sign. In the letter the 
Manager stated that he did not want the 
contract :md his denomination did not 
want it, but the Director said that if the 
teacher did not sign it he would be dis
missed. When I asked the Director 
about the matter he said that all the 
Managers had agreed to it. Under what 
section of the Code has the Director 
the right to make a contrn,ct outside of 
the Code? What is more is that the con
tract states that the teacher musr do all 
the Manager requires, educationally or 
otherwise. I sent the contrnct to the 
newspapers but they did not publish it. 
I should have brought it here and t·ead it 
to the Council. I have known a teacher 
dismissed for refusing to sign the contract. 
It is an unnecessarv interference with the 
work of the lVfanag�rs. They resent it and 
take very little interest in the work of the 
schools. 'rhe Director does not know 
how unpopular his Department is with the 
general public. 

Another direction in which the Educa
tion Department has failed is in respect of 
the teaching of English in the schools. I 
happen to know that teachers are being 
told not to teach the children grammar 
because some Committee or Commission 

met so me time·ago in England and revised 
the gt·amniar books, and some of the 
schools have adopted this new-fangled ide1, 
while others have not. But in British 
Guiana the teachers are compelled to do 
certain things, with the result that the 
children suffer. I happen to know-and 
the Director cannot contradict it-that 
he has actually thre:1tened to dismiss an 
aspiring young_ teachet· who was preparing 
to take the London Matdculation Ex.am
ination. A man who stands in the way of 
ech1cation like th:1t must be regarded as 
having some motive, and that motive can
not be the best. I am told that the 
Directot· does not want to hear about exam
ina,tions, but Sir Edward Denham, who was 
a bit of an educationist, insisted on them. 
He was then told that the Departnieat 
had not sufficient Inspectors and .;chool
m,1ste1·s were made to examine each other's 
schools. Unless there are judicious 
examinations you cannot tell how the 
children are progressing. I know of no 
better way of ascertaining whether your 
teaching has been effective than by judi
cious and careful eirnmination. School
masters resent having to examine each 
other's schools. It should be done bv the 
Department. 

• 

lVfajor BAIN GRAY (Director of 
Education) vVe would want more fnspec
tors. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Make the Direct-or an 
Inspector as he has nothing to direc�. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps the hon. 
Member would forgive me if I remind him 
that he has already spoken for half an 
hour. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We only have ten 
minutes more and I ce1·tainly have more 
than half :tn hour to go. (Laughter). I 
will try to see if I can imy what 1 have to 
say in five minutes. T will therefore get 
down to the female Inspecto1·. vYhen the 
Director acrived in the Colony he spoke 
of this femala Inspector in the very first· 
year. J know of no country where there 
is a female Inspector. There is none in 
Barbados as far as I am ,1ware, itnd I do 
not know that there is anv in 'l'rinida<l
either. " 

l\'Iajot· BAIN GRAY: Oh yes. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Perhaps since the 
Director has been trying to get this one. 
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A woman Inspector is a misnomer. Is 
she to examine small boys? The Director 
says she is required to teach the teachers. 
J kuow that some of our best women 
teachers have been trained in Barbados 
where there was no woman teacher t, 
teach them. There happens to be the wife 
of one of the Prnfessors of the College 
who is a good hand at drawing, and she 
te,1ches drawing. The Professo1·s teach 
the boys and gids together. We do not 
want ,L wom,Ln Inspector to teach the girls 
here. We do not want such an experiment 
in this country. I wonder if it is the 
same pe1·son the Director would have 
engaged eight yea.rs ago. 

I had the pleasure of leading a cleput,L
tion of teachers to Sir Edward Denham 
and they ma.de the point that the Director 
was recommending in the new Code he wa.s 
ma.king a revised scale of salaries. Sir 
Edward said that Government did not 
wa.nt a.nything ta.ken away from the 
teache1·s but it did not want to pay any 
more. Several schools have no headmaste1· 
because the Director insists that they 
should come uuder t.he new seal!:'. 'fhe 
two Commissioners said tlmt the school
masters had been heavily hit and should 
not suffer· ,111y further reduction of salary. 
In spite of that the Director is still 
cMrying out the terms of the Code 
he is making which has not yet seen the 
light of day. He is grasping power which 
the law does 119t give him. Yet he wants 
to know why I say he is misdirecting 
e<luca.tion and the public is complaining. 

In deference to You1· Excellency's 
wish [ ,Lm going to stop at this stage. 
The money spent on education is not 
sufficient, but the results do not compen
sate for the expenditure. vVe could spend 
more if we could get better results. 
Peoµle have l0st faith in the Deputment, 
and it does not matter what the Depart
ment does. 

Item 1(4)-Assista.nt Inspector and 
Educi1tio11,1l District Officer ($1,560 to 
$1,800 by $72), $1,800. 

Major BAlN GRAY: 'l.'here will be a 
change in the holder of the ottice from 1st 
January, and the salMy will be reduced to 
$1,560. I therefore move that the item 
be carried out a.t $1,560. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
)tem 1(11)-1 Woman Inspector of 

Schools ($2,400-$2,640- $120), $1,200. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am asking Your 
Excellency to delete this item or leave it 
over until to-monow. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member has ,ilreacly spoken for quite a 
long time. Perhaps he will be content to 
vote against it. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That will not do. 
Please leave it over until to-morrow. 

'1.'1rn OH c'l. lRMAN : Perhaps the hon. 
Member might go on now for five minutes. 

\1 r. SEAFORD : I ask that we be told 
something about it. It might save a lot 
of time. 

Major BAIN GRAY: There is a note 
on the Estimate explaining the need for 
this appointment, but there are one 
or two larger considerations which 
perhaps ought to be mentioned. The 
position in regard to the staff of the 
Department is that in 1924 there were 
four members of the staff apart from the 
Commissioner, as he was then known, 
three Inspectors and an Educational Dis
trict Officer. Just before I came to the 
Colony all of those appointments were 
merged, and the Assistant Inspectol"s 
post was merged with th,1t of the Educa
tional District Otficer, thus reducing the 
sta.ff available for inspection to 2½ units. 
In 1928, when it was considered necessary 
to establish the 'feachers' Training Centre, 
it was a mistake, I suppose, but I gave way 
under pressure to the suggestion that we 
should not create a separate post of 
Superintendent. It was so essential to 
get the system of training teachers estab
lished that I sacrificed the time of the 
Second Inspector of Schools. The 
result is that we have the Inspector 
of Schools ,md the Second Inspector 
of Schools, whose time is largely given up
to the Training Centre, and the Assistant 
Inspector whose time is occupied on the 
attendance work. '£hen just about 1925 
the E, lucation Commission sat and reported 
definitely in favour of the employment of 
one woman on the inspecting staff. The 
hon. l\.1 e,uber for Berbice River has sug
gested that Tl'inidad has not got one. 
Trinidad has had one for several years, 
and it would be interesting to know that 
the last Committee that sat in Trinidad 
strongly recommended the appointment of 
another. 

The Council resumed and adjourned un
til the following day at 11 o'clock. 




