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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, 8TH AUGUST, 1946. 

The Council met at 2 p.tp., His 
Excellency the Officer Administcr!ng the 
Government, Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G., 

: · President, in the Chair.

The minutes of the meeting o! the 
Council held on the 2nd August. 1946, as 
printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

GOVERN:\IEXT NOTICE 

lXTRODUCTION OP BlLL 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL g a Ve 
notice of imroduction and first reading of a 
Bill intituled-

PRESENT : .. An Ordinance to amend the 
Trades Union Ordinance, Chapter 
57, with respect to the fees 
payable thereunder to auditors". The President, His Excellency the 

Officer Administering the Government, 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. ORDER OP TIIE DAY. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. :.\fo'J'OK YrmtrLES A�n ROAD 1'R.·1Ff'lt: 
D. J. Parkinson (acting). A).IEXD:\!EX'I' BILL 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. The Council resolved itself into 
F. W. Holder. Committee to consider clause by clause a 

Bill intituled-
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Mr. 

vV. O. Fraser <acting). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E., K.C. 
<New Amsterdam). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demerara) . 

"The Hon. H. N. Critchlow <Nominated). 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
<Demerara-Essequibo). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. 
�Georgetown South>. 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. C.R. Jacob <North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo Rivei:). 

The Hon. A. M. Edun <Nominated>. 

The Hon. V. Roth tNominated). 

The Hon. T. T. T)lompson <Noml
,!l;i.ted>-

The Clerk read prayers. 

"An Ordinance to amend the 
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic 
Ordinance, 1946, to provide for 
the grant of licences to use hi!·e cars 
and goods vehicles on a road and 
otherwise to regulate the operation of 
such vehicles in any prescribed area". 

Clause 1-Short Title.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I am moving 
tbe deletion of this cla11se, for the reason 
that I believe we have edequate provision 
in the existing laws for controlling !IlO�or 
buses throughout the Colony. Ur.der the 
existing laws the Governor In Council has 
to prescribe declared areas for a road 
service licence and the conditions under 
which such a licence is granted are that 
the service bas to conform to a scheciule 
as to times of departure and arrival, the 
number of places at which the vehicle must 
stop throughout the journey, and also the 
rates which will be charged to passengers. 
Under the existing laws. the Prescribed 
Authority has declared two areas and 
enforced conditions on routes along which 
the railway operates, and It is obvious that 
in granting the road service licences the 
Prescribed Authority found that the buses 
in these two areas had not Interfered or 
competed unduly with the railway 
service. It is well known thn.t 

. although the buses ply for hire along these 
1·outes togethe1· with the railway, there are 
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still insufficient traveliing facilities fur the 
general public. For instance, the route 
between Geor'getown and Rosigncl has 
only two 1.:>.1,1ses operating a daqy s�rvi�e 
on it and there is onlY one train service m 
so far as Berbice -is concerned for six 
d�ys a week and on the seventh day the 
people either have to stay at �ome or 
travel by foot or donkey cart. W1tn such 
inadequate facilities, however, Government 
is endeavouring to tighten existing condi
tions. As I have already stated, the existing 
laws give adequa.te protection and cont1ol 
to the Prescribed Authority, and we need 
not burden the statute books of the Colony 
with any further unnecessary legislation. 

Mr. ROTH : I rise to suppor;; ·the 
remarks made bY the hon. Member who 
has just taken his seat. During the debate 
on the .second reading of this Bill;, Your
Excellency made a very clever and well
thought-out defence of the principles on 
which the Bill is founded, but if we g;o into 
the matter very carefully I do not think 
anyone can deny that" if we pass. this
Bill we would be sowing the seeds of nothing· 
but fascism. I am yet to learn that open 
competition is a bad thing·: this Bill will 
strangle it entirely. · 

Mr EDUN : I rise to support the 
motion ·for the deletion of this clause, :ind 
in doing so I think I shall be dischargin;:; 
a duty devolving on me as a Member of this 
Council. The otber day, the hon. the 
Attorney-General. indicated that the 
finances of this railway were improving and, 
I think, the first' thing Government should 
have ·doh e was to take us in to its confid enP.e 
and show us those figures. Not having 
done that,· Government has left us in 
the ··position of having to take its. word 
for it, but I am not prepared to do so at this 
moment at all.. I think the first duty of 
Go.vernment is to prove that the finances 
of the railway are improving, which means 
that- the deficit this year will be less than 
usual. When I take all the facts connected 
-with th� Transport and }!arbours Depart
ment as it has b.�en function_ing during the
last few months, I can only come to one
conclusion.and that is that the D0pl\.rt::nent
js_. endeavouring to &kin •.he fleas so as to

fatten itself. I make that statement with 
all the force I can command in· this 
Council. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary would 
tell this council that I took opportunity to 
bring ·to the attention of Government the 
serious difficulties being ex1rerienced by the 
producei·s of greens, poultry, eggs and other 
c�mmodities on the West Bank and the 
West Coast. Demerara, and I made out·ari. 
excellent case showing that these people 
were enjoying certain rights for a period 
of not less than 25 years, but at the moment 
those rights are being curtailed with the 
sole object of fattening the Department. 
I shall read from the letter I forwarded to 
the_ hon. the Colonial Secretary in the 
matter and I shall also read from the reply 
sent by the General Manager of the
Department, so that hon. Members of this 
Councii may see what is the motive in 
Government's mind. Paragraph 4 of the 
letter which is dated 11th June, 1946. 
states : 

"4'. · That Government have rP,cently 
changed this policy and in conse'
quence of which t.he Authorities of 
the Transport and Harbours Depart
ment have not only increased the 
fares of the producers from 8 cents to 
12. cents return passage f.or the first
and second trip across the Ferry, but 
have also been charging for the
containers < ba:;,kets and millc cansJ 
at the rate of 5 cents each and empty 
ones at 2 cents each". 

To that letter, I xeceived a reply. of 
whic!1 par. 6 reads:-

"6. In view, therefore, of the assist
ance provided by Government in 
other directions, it is not considered 
that the increased charges made by 
the Transport and Harbour$ Depart
ment should seriously affect th!' 
pri•�es obtained by fa1·mers fm· 
their produce, if the farmsrs them
selves will onlv take ad vant1t?.e of the 
facilities available to them {or more 
economic marketing". 

This shows definitely that although 
for years the producers on the West Coast 
and the West Bank, Demerara, were ·given 
facilities to bring theii:_ produce to tlle City 
for sale and return •with their· containers 
fl'ee of charge by the first and second bo'ats. 
those facilities .have been removed for c;ome 
reason or othh: ,: I 'understand that the 
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reason given originally was that Govern
ment wanted to obtain certain statistics 
in order to find out how the Department 
could be made to pay, but I see that the 
change has become rigid and every pro
ducer who brings his produce to the City 
from the districts in question has to pay 
th<i ex,01•bitant charges. One cannot help 
noticing, however, that although the 
charg·es to these producers have been 
increased, nothing has been done up to the 
present with regard to freight rates on 
sugar, and it does not appear to be the 
intention of this Government to do any-
thing. That goes to prove beyond reason
able doubt that while Government intends 
to squeeze these small producers, it will 
not touch the big "pooh·-bahs" at all. I 
cannot understand what is the reason for 
this partiality-it is difficult to compre
hend. I asked the General Manager of 
the Transport and Harbours Department 
what he intended to do about the matter, 
and this is the reply-a very haughty reply 
-that he has gjven IJle in par. 2 of his
letter which bears today's date :-

"2. I am able to tell you that there 
is at the present time no intention to 
increase charges tor conveyance by 
1·ai1 .... " 

I will not read any more of this lettet, 
but here is Government's intention in a 
nutshell-n�t to increase the freight rates 
on _sugar. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like tu 
know why the hon. Member has not read 
more of the letter. I. would like to hear 
some more. 

Mr. EDUN: I am prepared to hand 
it in. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to 
know why. The hon. Member shonld read 
·1t .

Mr. EDUN : I am glad Your Ex-cel
lency wants to hear some more. It says :_-

"I am able to tell you that there 
is at the nresen t time no intention, to 
increase charges for conveyance by 
:rail to a level which would render that 
f!ervice vulnerable to ro�.d competition 
by cheaply . acquired . second-hand 
vehicles uncontrolled either in respect 
of their ol)eration or charges." 
(Laughter). 

That gives the whole of the Depart-
mentis case away; they are not prcJ]ared
to increase the f,reigllt rates on sugai: 
although they want to control motor lorrie;; 
and buses. That is the whole gist of tile 
letter. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hoh. 
Member must be fair; he cannot read part 
of a sentence and leave out the rest. l ; 
have not seen that letter, but it seems fo 
me that when the contents are fairly reaq 
it will be found that the Departmen� 
cannot increase freig·ht rates on sugar until 
it 1s able to review the whole question 
of freig·ht charges and possibly put up the_ 
rates on rice or sugar, or on both. It is � 
matter for the Transport Board, howevel·, 
and not for the General Manager alone. 
What I want to know is why the hon. 
Membei.; would not read the whole lettel' 
to us. 

Mr. EDUN : Because I wanted Your 
Excellency to anticipate what was coming 
behind. It is exa�Gly what the hon. the 
Sixth Nominated Member was saying
tha-t this is an attemnt to sow the seeds of 
fascism�control and more control all the 
time. That is why I am asking every hon. 
Member of this Council to fight against: 
this encroachment on their rights. This 
matter involves a very great Principle 
indeed, and the gist of the ,vhole questio1i 
is why these small producers of milk, greens, 
etc. should be made to pay increased rates 
and increased fares. I think it is because 
these people are helpless, but I am deter:.. 
mined to fight th'eir cause. 

The CHAIRMAN: I hate to .inter
rupt, but the hon. Member must keep 
within re.asonable bounds. It was not the 
decision of the Tl·ansport Board to increase· 
freight rates on helpless people .. I think 
the decision was taken by the Governor in 
Council on the advice of t-he General 
Manager of the TranspGrt -and Harbours 
Department and - following the recom.� 
menctation of_Mr. Rooke who thought the 
increase should be made immediately be
cause the individual effect !)er head of the 
travelling public would be negligible. The. 
increase was not made because these people 
could not oppos_e; it was done on the advic� 
of Mr. Rooke and the General Manager .at 
the Transport Department which was ap-
proved by the Governor .iIJ. Council. -_ , 
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Mr. EDUN: But the question 1rns 
raised again and again in this Council, arid 
I asked that the freight rates on sugar be 
increased. 

The CHAIRMAN : That is a very 
complex question. 

Mr.EDU!'f: Icannothelpfeeling_that 
Government came to the conclusion that. it 
would be very easy to raise the fares and to 
collect them also. Government also felt 
that it would be eas:v to increase the freight 
rates on milk cans, etc .. but it would not 

· be easy to increase the freight on sur.;Rl',
since that. would result in negotiations in
volving this Government and perhaps the 
Colonial Office. While I have no desire to 
challenge Government's motive, I will say 
with all due respect that I can see nothing
but discrimination in this case. As I have 
already stated I would be the last man t.J 
scrap the railway, but only last week I read
where tiny, little Bermuda -an island of
only 19 square miles-had opened her doors
to motor cars for the first time in her his
tory. On the other hand we find that British 
Guiana with an area of 90,000 square miles 
-a big· slice of the South American conti
nent-is closing· her doors against motor
transpol'tation. I understood from Your
Excellency that this was intended to be a
temporary meas.ure in order to stabilize the
railway service and I regarded this as the 
saving grace in the whole Bill, but I do 
not see anything· at !ill in it to indicate
that it will be a temporary measure.
That is why every intelligent citizen of
this country is disturbed over this encroach
ment-an encroachment on their livelihood
-since they would like to know what would
happen to all the buses that would be
affected and all the pe0ple who have in
vested their money, some of them in one

· bus only which would have to be scrapped.

There will be no hope for the develop
·ment of motor transport'ation in this Colony
·within the next 10 years at least, with a
Eill of this kind. I always visualize the day

· when every family in this Colony will be
able to own a private car, and when that
day comes will the railway authorities
come along and: say that nobody will

�travel by rail and so we must encroach on
· t.he rights of the people by compelling them 

to do so ? Hon. Members will therefore

see ·how very narrow i:s this question of 
restl'icting motpr transport in this Colony, 
and that is why we should all support the 
motion. If your Excellency was in this 
Colony 25 years ag·o, you would have been 
able to recall how inadequate the railway 
service was thought to be in those days for 
the rural areas espe�ially. If the facilities 
were inadequate 25 years ago, then 
tney should certainly not be good 
enough today when the population 
is very much greater. According 
to the proposals contained in this 
Bill the civic communities will have all 
the transportation facilities they desire, 
while those in the rural districts will be 
restricted and that is the reason why I 
refer to the Bill as an attempt to introduce 
dangerous discrimination. 

Apart from the freight on small goods 
and leaving out sugar, it will be found that 
the policy is discriminatory. We have in
deed come to· a sorry pass in this Colony. 
If the Council resumes to-morrow I shali 
table a moti;n asking· this honourable 
Council to appoint a committee of enquiry 
into the several controlled systems in this 
Colony-control of flour, control of milk, 
control of motor lorries, control of edible 
oil, etc. I have deferred tabling it today 
for obvious reasons, but we have indeed 
come to a stage where we are controlled all 
over; we are even controlled in our speeches 
in this Council. A happy thing in itself 
and strange enough, this control of speeches. 
was initiated by tho first Labour Member 
i.µ the Executive Council. That is the 
most sorry part of it but, be that as it may, 
the time has come when I must warn Gov
e1·nment to pay attention to this matter. 
By increasing· the freight rates on produc� 
the workers should call for more wages. 
There is no doubt about it. Let Govern
ment understand this as clear as the 
noonday sun. The farmers will want an 
increase on every farm product and the 
workers will necessarily have to pay more 
for those products. Where will you be able
to stop the spiral ? Inflation will be the 
order of the day. The Executive of the 
Man-Power Citizens' Association is calling
a meeting of the workers to put these facts 
before them and . to tell them to ask for 
more wages. If they do not get it, it would 
mean. a struggle !or it. Perhaps, Your 
Excellency would like to increase the war 
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bonus. In Martinique it is 65 per cent. 
and in Jainaica it is 33 per cent., while in 
t-his Colony it is 25 per cent. We have
been fooled long enough to take everything
for granted that Government is doing
everything in our interest. We do hot
w·ant to retaliate.

Mr. ROTH : I rise to a point of order! 
·we are supposed to be discussing clause 1,
but the hon. Member is speaking about
wages. He has spoken for twenty-five
minutes and I move that the question be
now put.

Mr. EDUN: My observation on that 
is, the question of wages is allied to this 
matter as · it affects the labourers in the 
rural districts. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
i,a:ember is straying a bit, but he may carry 
-on.

Mr. EDUN : I just, want to warn 
Government to take this matter seriously, 
as the increased freight rates will give rise 
to a spiral and Government will be blamed 
in the long run. On Monday mornings it 
wm surprise you to see the rush of people 
coming to town from the rural districts 
.simply to buy food. The blackmarket 
.system is rampant in the rural areas .. I 
took it as m y  duty to go and say to them 
"\Vhat are you doing in town today?" 
'They have told me "I had to com·e to buy 
·oil for my children, biscuits for my chil
d1·eri". Can you stop them from coming·
to town ? Perhaps Government does not 
know it. In Canada the railway stood in
·deficiency to the extent of more tha.n
$10,000,000, and so is the raiiway in India.
So t'he question of deficit in the running·
-of utility services like this should not giv,1
.so much •headache ·if we want it to work
in the interest of the community. In this

_{'ase while Govei·nment on the one hand
js seeking to press the small people on the 
-Other hand it is allowing the larger issue
tci'escape. The freight rate on sugar should
liave risen years and years ago, and at the
oeginning of this year when the freight
rates were increased I saw: nothing but
discririliriation. I agree with the hon.
M:eriiber for Western Berbice <Mr. Peer
Bacchus) that there is· sufficiei1t in the
existing Ordinan·ce of 1940 to give Govern
-:rnent all the ·control of the buses needed.

Only this morning I spoke fo the hon. tlie 
Attorney-General ·about it, and he said 
the clause de'aling with hire cars Will be

deleted. I \Velcome that: I think the 
whole thing should go by the boai·d in 
order to save the face of Goverhmerit. 
Six or sev-en inonths after riow all this will 
be scrapped, When we have had the General 
Elections and the people have chosen thefr 
representatives who will come here and 
declare the policy of the people. With 
those observations I support tlie deletion 
of the clause. 

Mr. GONSALVES : I thought that 
the discussion on this Bill today wou1d 
have been on the clauses, but I gather from· 
the speech of the hon. the Fourth Nomi
nated Member who has just spoken that he 
is opposed to the Bill on the whole. What 
surprises me as· peculiar about this. mattei'· 
is this ; Whereas he had strong objections 
to the Bill and its becoming law, when 
the second reading was taken he did not 
exercis·e the right of opposition and vote 
against it but adopted a neutral coul'se in'. 
saying "I will not vote". His duty was to 
vote against the second reading. Because 
there are certain parts of the Bill with 
which I agree and certain other parts with 
which I do not agree and I took the neutral 
course of saying "I will not vote". One can 
understand that. I suggest to the ho11. 
Member that by his conduct in adopting a 
neutral attitude and not voting for the 
second reading of the Bill he gave the 
impression that he was in favour of it to 
some extent. This is not a Bill which by 
any means has been or will be acceptable 
to eYerybody. We had in the first instance 
very strong_ opposition in regard to hire 
cars, and in regard to that it was 
explained, and that definitely, that the Bill 
will be so amended that no hire car will 
be prevented from travelling along a route 
also taken by the railway. I want that to 
be clear. Therefore that statement comi.ng 
from Government coupled with the state
ment of the hon. the Attorney-General 
that the traders and owners of hire cars 
are in agreement with the Bill provides the· 
desired safeguard. 

With regard to the owners of buses, or 
trucks, or lorries, so far as I am concerned, 
there is rio competition between the Bus 
Service in Georgetown and the Railway 
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Service, and the question of bus competition 
is entirely one for those who represent the 
1·ural districts through which the buses 
operate. It is left to them to say whether 
they are in agreement that the Transport 
and Harbours Department be allowed to 
restrict hire cars and buses plying for hire 
along the Coast. Though the hon. Mem
ber. Mr. Edun, is not an Elected Member 
of this Council but is a Nominated Member, 
he has always maintained, and rightly so, 
that his interest in the community is as 
great or greater than, perhaps, that of 
the Elected Members. Therefore if that 
is so, he would not care to be second in 
representation to any Member who repre
sents any division through which the rail
way runs. If I am correct in that conclu
sion, then he did not properly represent 
those constituencies by not voting definitely 
against the second reading of the Bill. 

Taking the matter as a whole, it seems 
to me, in view of the discussion we had on 
the second reading and in view of what 
has been sa,id by the hon. the Fourth 
Nominated Member, that this matter is 
one which, perhaps, should not be pursued 
this afternoon, but Government might 
take Members of this Council into its 
confidence and let us see what is the.posi
tion in regard to the Railway Service. It 
seems to me that much can be done with 
the view of arriving at som� definite 
·conclusion satisfactory to all the paTties
c·oncerned. I throw that out as a sugges
tion, because I can well see that the hon.
Member for Western Berbice in moving �he
deletion of clause 1 did so solely for the
purpose of raising a question more or less
on the principle of the Bill. The hon.
Member, who last spoke, cli.d not speak on
the particular clause because on it Lhere
can be no discussion. If Government
persists in carrying on in Ccmmittee we
are going to have opposition to every clause.

Mr. LEE : I would like to support the 
suggestion of the hon. MPmber for George
town South (Mr. Gonsalves). Your Excel
lencv will remem�er it was I who called 
attention to tiiis matter !11 respect of a 
resolution passed by the Hire Car.s Associll
tion and their opposition to this Bill. Let 
us face the facts and sre whether we can 
pass this Bill as it stands. If you look at 
the railway in the afternoon.<:, you 1.\·ilJ 

not.ice, as I do !mm my house, that the 
passengers are still hanging on to the 
carriages as the train proceeds up the East 
Coast. If that ls so, can this Government 
say the railway affords sufficient, suitable 
and comfortable travelling facilities to the 
public residing on the East Coast, Dem-
erara ? Government cannot and, there
fore, we cannot permit this Prescribed 
Authority to say "We will not grnnt a road 
licence." I can only give an instance of. 
what occurred to my knowledge. Let us 
take the West Coast and West Bank 
Demerara. The Bus Service there is being 
regulated and run on a time schedule by 
the Police as the Prescribed Authority, and 
there are cases of persons crossing the 
ferry after the train has left and having to 
walk from Vreed-en-Hoop to Uitvlugt and 
also to as far as Vergenoegen, on the West 
Coast. Demerara. because they can get no 
conveyance. Is it fair to the people 
that they should be so penalised ? Here is 
another case. A member of a man's 
family died iu the Canals Polder and he 
had to get there from the West Coast, buli 
there was only one bus allowed by the 
Prescribed Authority to go there. As a 
result he could not reach thr funeral house, 
in time as he had to walk. I am not saying 
that the Transport Service should not have 
some priority as it has a great deficiency to 
meet, but that deficiency does not come 
about as the result of the loss of revenue. 
It is the result of the heavy cost of coal and 
certain other things. I admit Mr. Rooke 
has made a thorough study of it. I agree 
that a check up under Colonel Teare is 
being done now. But do not, however, give 
authority to stop competition. How can 
you say to the world, "Here is a free Colony,... 

British Guiana; here is freedom of action; 
here every man has the right to do what 
he likes in order to earn a standard living". 
when because a utilitv service is costing 
too much and there is a deficit as the result 
of expenditure exceeding revenue you are 
seeking to introduce such a hindrance as. 
the present Bill ? It is the general public 
,,;ho are footing the bill in respect of thP· 
n·ansport Service, and the time has come 
for reform in the administration of the 
Transport and Harbours Department but 
not as is being sought. Give authority to· 
Cqlonel Teare to pull up certain things. 
but not in this way. I ask in all earnest
ness that you accept the proposal of the 
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hon. Member Ior Ge.ol'getown South and 
ID:,'self for a conference in this matter and. 
that Government takes us into its confi-

-dence. Up to now Government has not
tfl.k2t1 us into its co:ifidence in this matter,
am,l I feel that the Bill is a hindrance to

··the ·ueoule o: British Guiana.

!vir. de AGUIAR : I have �istened 
cmite· attentively to those Members who 
have sooken so far, :u1d frankly I am quite 
amazed at the turn this debate has taken 
an the Bill. The effect of the amendment 
moved by the hon. Member for Western 
Berbice is really to throw the Bill out of 
the Council, and I think that is his inten
tion. That was tne first part of my 
amazement. Then the speech by the hon. 
the Fourth Nominated Member-I could·not 
quite undel'stand what was behind it .. 
Some hon. Members definitely have not 
.. taken the trouble to study the Bill at all. 
Reference has been made by so many 
speakers about bus8s. There is nothing 
in the Bill, as far as I have read, that relates 
to buses. No more do I understand how 
this debate is going on. The hon. the 
Fourth Nominated Member referred to 
freight rates the Transport and Harbour:i; 
Departmel1t is trying to foist upon the 
people. The least said about that is the 
better, because quite frankly he produced 
no facts in support of that statement, arid 
I doubt very much he is aware of the facts. 
He spoke about the increases that took 
place recently in regard to the freight rates 
on agricultural products, but he has for
g'otten, perhaps he is not aware of it, to 
state that the freight rates on agricultural 
products were reduced 2, 5 or 6 years ago 
in order to meet certain requirements. He 
has not stated whether the increase that 
has taken place ta-kes the rates back to 
the former figure or whether the increase 
tg.lces them higher than what the figure 
was before. As the hon. Member seems to 
be so interested in the subject in view of 
what he has sta.ted. he should make further 
enquiry and give the benefit of it to this 
Council before talking about the freight 
rate on sugar has not been increased. He 
did not even quote figures. I am not going 
to say that the rates have or have not been 
increased as that· is for somebody else to 
criticize, but I certainly must say I cannot 
understand the line of his argument. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: To a point of 
correction ! The hon. Member said this 
Bill does not refer to buses. May I just refer 
him to clause 3-Amendrnent of heading to 
Part VIII of Principal Ordinance. Part III 
of the Principal Ordinance, section 61 ( 1) 
reads: 

"On and after the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and forty-one, no 
person shall' operate a motor vehicle 
as a motor bus in any area or route 
in the county of Demerara, including 
the city of Georgetown, or in any area 
or route which may hereafter be 
defined in any order made by the 
Governor in Council unless he is the 
holder of a road service· licence". 

The CHAIRMAN: I think it is quite 
clear. The point by the hon. Member for 
Western Berbice is in erfect wrong. This 
Bill gives the same power as regards a 
common carrier as that section gives in 
respect of the buses. There is no control 
of buses in this Bill at aE. The hon. 
Member is entirely wrong. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I particularly 
made the point that the existing Ordinance 
has given sufficient control so far as 
passenger buses are concen1ed and this 
will be unnecessarily · burdening further the 
control. 

The CHAIRMAN : It does not deal 
with buses. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am grateful to 
you, sir, for pointing out to the hon. Mem
ber where he is wrong. I am sorry you 
did not leave it to me. I could have, 
perhaps, done it a bit · stronger. I 
repeat, if the hon. Member did not hear 
what Your Excellency said, the Bili before 
the Coun�il has nothing to do with buses. 

Mr. ROTH: To a point of correction! 
71.G. of clause 5 of the Bill refers to motor 
bus twice, distinctly and definitely. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: Hon. Members are 
straining at a, gnat and swa.llowing a camel, 
71.G. does not bear out the statement made
by the hon. Member for Western Berbice.
7LG. deals with the conduct of conductors
and has nothing -to do with buses on the
road. However, sir, I maintain that what
the hon. Member has in mind does not
appear in this Bill; and I challenge him
or any other Member to say I am wrong.
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What I have really risen to say is this: 
·we hear so much glib tripe about buses.
Hon. Members are not facing up to the
situation. Am I to understand those Mem
bers feel now that the policy which this
Government was trying to initiate some
time ago so as to control motor vehicles on
the public roads should no longer be carried
out ? It seems to me that is what cettain
hon. Members wish to happen. Am I to
understand Members did not agree in some
council or other to accept the policy and
adopt the principle of imposing a vetry
heavy lkence. duty in order to keep motor
trucks and buses off the roads ? Am I to
understand that Members feel that heavy
licences were so successful that no further
control measures should be adopted ? I
maintain that control of these motor
vehicles on the· public roads should be
carried out to the fullest possible extent
for the proper control of competition
ag·ainst our railways, having regard to the
safety· of the people who use these vehicles
and those who move on the roads. I think
hon. Members would be doing an injustice
to the general public if they do not attempt
to offer this Government some assistance
to bring about effective control. When I
spoke during the debate on the second
l·eading, I pointed out certain hardships
which I knew would be created and I
endeavoured to confine myself to those
points rather than throw out this Bill and
leave the position as it is at present. Hon.
Members must know that that position is
unsatisfactory; if they do not know it is,
I would say they are not in a position to
contribute to this debate.

I am going to refer to th:e re1;1arks 
made by the hon. Member for Georgetown 
South, because there is some suspicion on 
the part of people outside-suspicion and a 
good deal of talk-and who is responsible 
fbr it I do not know. Some people think 
that the poor. unfortunate General 
Manager of the Transport and Harbours 
Department wants to do away with every 
bus, hire car, lorry and everything else. I 
think the time has come when Goverrnnent 
should make a public announcement so as 
to allay the suspicion which I happen to 
know is appearing in the minds of a large 
number of people. I have no doubt what
ever that if such an announcement is made 
a gbod deal of discussion on this Bill would 

disappear. I repeat that subject to the 
points I raised when the debate took place 
in this Council last week, I see no injustice 
being done to the people who operate these 
services. All I can see in the Bill is an 
effort by Government to effect proper 
control over the operation of these vehicles 
on our public roads and for the improve
ment of our transport services. As far as 
I am concerned, so long· as I see that 
justice will be done, I am prepared to 
support Government in its intention to 
bring into being this effective meashre, 
which is before us and which is regarded 
by a large number of people as being very 
necessary and very desirable. 

Mr. THOMPSON : I am very g"lad the 
worthy General Manager of the Transport 
and Harbours Department has been god·· 
fathered by the last speaker, but I can 
assure him that the General Manager will 
be quite agreeable to having this Bill taken 
by two or three Members-and for that 
matter by as many Members as possible
and thoroughly· hammered out so as to 
arrive at something better to out before 
this Council. For that reason I am 
supporting the suggestion made by the 
hon. Member for Georgetown South-that 
we should go thoroughly into this Bill and 
save any unnecessary quarrelling over it. 
I would be the last person to say that the 
railway should be scrapped. I am prepared 
to give every possible support to the Bill, 
but we are all conscious of the fact that 
at this stage things are not what they 
should be. The General Manager i:; 
supposed to be an ex:pert and we should 
g·ive him an opportunity to show his ability 
in that direction. vVe understand that 
some very good saving is being effected o,t 
present, so we should give him a little more 
time and see what would come out of it. 
I can assure hon. Members that the 
re,idents in vVestern Berbice are placed in 
:::-, very unenviable position in so far a'> 
travelling is concerned. There is a single 
service and when anything goes ,.,:i·oag· 
there is no other means of gettin'): Ll a:id' 
from the City. Now tl1at we are comiti;,: 
to the �,adi season the Berbice train i;; 
always . taxed to capacity. Some pad.i 
producers have lost a good deal of their 
padi through having to tak-e it to the raH
way line a.nd leave it there. Nobody takes 
cont.rol and !t is left at .the mercy of 
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animals, etc. Most of the people feel that 
a lorry is needed to assist them in the 
transportation of their padi, and if one 
could be obtained for them at reasonable 
cost they would be willing to pay for it 
out of their produce money. We are told 
that no tractors are available to assist the 
farmers in their cultivation and that they 
may be available later, but if we can get 
lorries to come in and make transportation 
of the padi easier it would be a very good 
thing for us. I think we should take the 

. t=tdvice given us and hold that it is not good 
and proper to carry this Bill as it is, but 
that we should hammer it out and come 
back with a decision when we shall liave 
had all these noints cleared up. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: I am glad the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara has 
explained to us that this Bill does not 
interfere with buses. I was really under 
the impression that it would do so. What 
is operating in my mind, however, is 
whether the General Manager of the 
T.H.D. who is trying to improve our 
transport system and protect it against 
competition should be given more power 
to prove to us that he could wipe off some 
of this deficit and make the system more 
up-to-date. It seems to me that some hon. 
Members are quite willing to 1·epresent 
certain individual interests who own lorries 
and buses so that these vehicles can 
compete against the railway, but if the 
General Manager is carrying out these 
measures in the interest of the Colony 
as a whole he should certainly be given all 
the power possible, so long as he proves to 
us that the Colony will benefit. Some
thing must be done, for after all the com
petition is by individuals and if they get all 
the benefits we would always have to meet 
these deficits. It is true that every State
owned railway always has deficits, but if 
we can take off some of ours it would be 
better. - One hon. Member has stated that 
Government should take us into its confi
dence in this matter, but if the General 
Manager is brought here and asked some 
unnecessary questions he might get 
annoyed. In England the1·e are several 
railway systems and I was glad to hear an 
Elected Member say· that he would support 
this Bill, for although I have the right to 
vote according to my conscience the first 
thim· that mi!!'ht be said Is that I am not 

an Elected Member and am therefore 
compelled to support it. Something must 
be done so that the railway can be 
improved for Lhe benefit of the Colony as 
a whole. I am going to support this Bill 
and I would like the General Manager to 
get an opportunity to show whether or not 
he can improve the situation. 

I desire at this stage to refer to the 
remarks made by the hon. the Fourth 
Nominated Member._ Some Members are 
"-lways speaking without a time limit. If any 
of them had the opportunity of attending 
the International Labour Conference which 
was held some little time ago, they would 
have seen that at every important confer
ence there ls a time limit. They should 
also be reminded that in Parliament the 
Members do exactly the same thing one 
hon. Member did here just now-asking 
that the question be put when it was felt 
that the debate was being made unneces
sarily long. I think we should certainly 
have a time limit in this Council, other
wise some Members would come here and 
make others waste a lot of time. Even the 
Pressmen get disgusted and sleepy some
times when Members spcfl.k unnecessarily 
long. I will conclude by asking hon . 
Members to support this Bill. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am indebted for 
the speeches made by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Critchlow; the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara, the hon. Member 
for Georgetown South, and the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Thompson. all of 
whom seem to have approached this matter 
with a tolerant and unbiassed view. It is 
quite obvious to me that it is no good my 
trying to "bull-doze" the Bill through the 
Committee stage this afternoon, and I 
accept the advice that it would be better 
for it to be left to be hammered out, but 
in doing so I would like to answer one or 
two points myself. The hon. Member for 
Central Demerara (Mr. de Aguiar) ha.s 
stated that Government should make a 
public announcement, but I feel that I 
have already made several announcements 
on this Bill and those annou�ements have 
been very properly and correctly reported 
in the Press. I stated that this Bill is 
intended not to turn off trucks, etc. from 
the roads in the Colony, but to ensure that 
there Is machinerv to deal with the future. 
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I have stated-and this will be in answer 
to the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Eritchlow,-that this Bill does not deal 
with buses and that it is intended to give 
power over trucks to the same extent as 
now exists with regard to buses, and that 
is quite a different thing from what some 
hon. Members have been saying·. I have 
said that this Bill puts the control into 
the hands of an Authority which has no 
vested interest--and that is the Executive 
Council-and that so far as I am respon
sible the control will not be harsh. Indeed, 
I have made three straight and forthright 
announcements on this Bill already, but 
it seems to me-and I think I can be quite 
candid to hon. Members-that something 
has happened since the second reading of 
this Bill. Well, I suggest that we refer this 
Bill to a select committee and I want it 
to be clearly understood that this is not 
intended to be a postponement. I will 
nominate the members of the committee 
now, and I want the committee to work on 
the Bill at once and to co-opt and hear 
the views of Colonel Teare and the Com
missioner of Police. Can I appoint the 
committee now, Mr. Attorney-General ? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I see 
no objection to its being done, if Your 
Excellency so desires. 

. Mr. WOOLFORD: There has only 
been a suggestion by some Members that 
the Bill be sent to a committee; there has 
been no motion. If Your Excellency is 
jnterpreting that as a motion, then you 
have to put the motion to the vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: If hon. Members 
agree I would put the question to the vote 
as to whether the Bill should go to a select 
committee. If you agree, I would state 
who the members of the Committee 
would be. 

Mr. GONSALVES : If it is desired 
that the point should be put in the form 
of a motion I will do so, but it does not 
matter who does so. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that this Bill be referred to a 
select committee. 

Mr. d'e AGUIAR. seconded. 

The CHAIRMAN: Th:: qucstiuu is 
Lhat ihis Bill be referred to a select 
committee. I repeat that in doing so it 
does not mean a postponement of the 
matter. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

The CHAIRMA.i.� : I propose to 
appoint a committee comprising the 
Attorney-General- as Chairman, Mr. 
de Aguiar, Mr. Gonsalves, Mr. Peer 
Bacchus, Mr. Jacob, Mr. Edun and Mr. 
Thompson. I did not expect that this 
would happen. therefore we will have to 
meet again to deal with the Bill in 
Committee. If hon. Members would like 
to meet at 3 o'clock tomorrow afternoon 
we can do so and I will then take the matter 
relating to the Development Committee. 

Mr. EDUN: There is one point I 
desire to make on that question and that 
is, I think Your Excellency should be t11e 
Chairman of that Committee and Colonel 
Spencer the Secretary. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: May I point out 
that a select committee such as the one 
just appointed should have very distinct 
terms of reference ? I would suggest that 
these be stated. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It has 
been decided that this Bill, as it now stands, 
be referred to a select committee and the 
amendment sugg·ested by the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara with respect to 
clause 71.A (4J will also be dealt with. We 
propose to delete that part of the Bill.

Council resumed. 

The PRESIDENT: If it is convenient 
to hon. Members-it is more convenient 
for me to proceed tomorrow than today
I would like us to meet here informally at 
3 o'cloclt tomorrow afternoon when I hope 
more Members will attend. Therefore, 
we will adjourn until 3 o'clock tomorrow 
afternoon to consider the Development 
Plan. The Council is adjourned sine die. 




