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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

7'?iesday, fJnd Jnly, 193r;, 

The Council met, His Excellency tne 
Governor, Sm GEOFFRY A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
K.C.M.G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

Major W. Bain Gray, C.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C. 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi
nated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. R E. Brassington (Western 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. E.G. Woolford, K.O. (New 
Amsterdam). 

Major the Hon. J. 0. Craig, D.S.O., 
Director of Public Works. 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, NL B,E., 
Colonial Treasurer (Acting). 

The Hon. G. J·. De Freitas_. K.C. (Nomi
. nated Unofficir1l Member). 

The Hon. J. Mullin, O.B.E. Commis
sioner of Lands nnd Mines. 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comp
trollet' of Customs. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, 0.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 
The Hon. .J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 

South). 

The Hon. J. I. fD� Aguiar (Centl'!tl 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Baha<;lur Singh (Dem
erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice). 

" 

Tbe Hon. J. L. Wills (Demerara 
River). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. R. V. Evan Wong (Essequebo 
River). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on the 7th4fay, as printed and 
cfrculated, were confirmed. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 
The following Members took and sub

scribed to the oath:-
Mr. G. I. Goring, General Manager, 

Transport and Harbours Department 
(Acting). 

Mr. M. B. Laing, District Commis
sioner, East Coast, Demerara. 

Dr. Q. B. DeFreitas, Surgeon- General 
(Acting). 

Mt·. F .. J. Seaford, (Georgetown No1·th). 

Mr. H. C. Humphrys (Eastern Dem
erara). 

Mr. W. S. Jones (Nominated Unofficial 
Member). 

PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
The PRESIDENT 

Council as. follows :-
HONOURABLE MEMBt,;RS, 

addressed the' 

The last meeting of this Council was 
held for the sole purpose of voting an 
Address of loyal congratulations to His 
Majesty the King on the completion of 
the twenty-fifth year of his reign. That 
Address was sent forward in due course 
and more recently still the Colony has 
sent n congratulatory message to His 
Majesty on the occasion of his seventieth 
birthday. 

Since that meeting the sad and sudden 
death of Mr. Thomas Millard has plunged 
the whole Colony into profound grief, :Mr. 
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Millard had served British Guiana for 
some six years, normally as Tt·easurer, cin 
occasions as Colonial Secretary. During 
that relatively short period his upright
ness, his firmness of purpose, his high 
sense of public duty, his sincerity and 
courage, his power of sympathy and his 
eminent ability had won for him here a 
pt·est,ige and an affectiou such as few men 
1ue so fortunate as to obtaiu. Now here 
will the shock of his death have been felt 
more severely or will his absence be 
deplored more deeply than in this Council, 
where those qualities which I have men
tioned have se1·ved• the Colony so often 
and so well and where his appointment as 
Colonial Secret:l,l'y had been so recently 
welcomed. For myself no heavier blow 
could have fallen on Die than the loss of a 
colleague 80 gifted and so trusted. The 
wholehearted sympathy of every class of 
this community is with Mrs. Millard and 
her two sons in their sorrow and bereave
ment while it honours her husband's 
memory. British GuiiLna wili. not forget 
the great debt which she owes to Mrs. 
Millard for many services freely and 
g1·aciously given. 

On �farch 28th, the late Colonial Secre
tary, Sir Crawford Douglas-Jones, left 
British Guiana on retirement on pension. 
He served this Colony well and faithfully 
for neal'ly nine years during about one half 
of which he administered the Government 
and Bl'itish Guiana has good reason to be 
grnteful to him. The deep interest in and 
wide knowledge of British Guiana's affairs 
which he acquired during that time are 
clearly evident to me and must be much 
better known to you. Lady Douglas-Jones 
will long be remembered with gratitude 
for her strenuous social work. I feel sure 
that I voice the feelings of one and all of 
you in wishing them health and happiness 
in their retirement. 

Two appointments of importance have 
been made in the Colony since the Council 
met last. Mr. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
has been appointed Colonial Treasurer 
and Mr. E. J. Waddington, C.M.G., O.B.E., 
Colonial Secretary of Bermuda, as Colo
nial Secretary of this Colony. The latter 
officer is expected to arrive late in 
September. 

FIN.rncEs OF 19 34. 
The report of the Colonial Treasurer for 

the vear 1934 will be laid on the table 
to-d;y. It contains a full analysis of the 
revenue and expenditure of Government 
for 19;34 and of the financial position at 
the clo8e of the year ; I will, therefore, 
only indicate brirfly the principal features 
of the sitmttion at the close of last year 
and the prospects of the current year. 

Excluding the figut·es relating to the 
schemes and wo1·ks financed from the 
Colonial Development Fund ,U1cl to direct 
Imperi:tl grants and Joans-in-aid, the 
approved estimates for 193-i pl'Ovicled for 
,t deficiency of $389,802 which was fully 
covered by appropriating the proceeds of 
realis,ttions of various reserve and othet· 
funds. As matters turned out, however, 
the revenue withoul, those abnormal 
receipts fell short of the expenditure by a 
sum of only $18,922, and this deficit would, 
indeed, have been a surplus of $23,266 but 
fot· the necessity of including in the year's 
expenditure a defened charge for 1933 
amounting to $42,188, representing annui
ties and interest in respect of the railway 
purchase capital. 'rhis satisfactory result 
was due to revenue collections under all of 
the main sub-divisions exceeding not only 
the approved estimates but also with two 
exceptions the relative receipts in the 
previous year. Revenue was also helped 
by extraordinat·y receipts of some $90,000 
in the form of profits a,ccruing from appre
ciation in the value of investments held 
on behalf of the Post Office Savings Bank. 

This small and fortuitous deficit on the 
normal working of the yeat· reduced the 
surplus carded forward from 1933 to 
$68,116 but, as I have ,ilready stated, the 
financial arrangements for 1934 included 
the transfer to revenue of the proceeds of 
the realization of all our available re
serves: this operation brought in $338,481, 
which with the aforesaid balance-in-hand 
of $68,116 enabled the Colony to carry 
fonvard the sum of $406,597 on 1st Janu
ary this yeat'. It is, perhaps, saluta1·y to 
remember that this surplus would not 
exist but for the assistance received from 
the Imperial Government, which, exclusive 
of help given through the Colonial 
Development Fund, has come to our aid 
since 1931 with loan grants-in-aid amount
ing to $1,699,200 and free grants totalling 
$1,256,978. Nevertheless we have every 
right to be pleased with these results and 
the more so because of the misfortunes 
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with which the year 1934 opened. The· 
floods of the earlier months and the sub
sequent inadequate rainfall had an unfor
tunate effect upon both revenue and 
expenditure; though a set,-off to the latter 
accrued to the former bv virtue of the in
creased employment of l�bour upon repairs 
and preventive measures, which also helped 
to ease the unemployment situation. 

FINANCES FOR 1935. 
Tut·ning to the estimates for the cur

rent year, I have recently received a tele
grnm from the Secretary of State approv
ing the esti1mLtes as sent to him with 
certain alterations which I will proceed to 
intimate. 

REVENUB ES'l'lMA'l'ES. 

One alteration falls to be m,Lde on the 
revenue i;ide, provided that thii; Council 
will pass legislation tu that effect, and 
that is the abolition of export duty on 
forest products. 'rhis proposal, which 
was put fonvard by representatives of the 
local timber trade, will give assistance to 
a hard-pressed and very important· indus
try, about which I have more to say later 
in this address. The estimated amount of 
revenue that would. be forfeited this yeiLL· 
is small-$2,666. I commend this measure 
to Honourable Members fot· favourable 
consideration. If this duty is dropped 
and excluding Colonial Development Fund 
schemes and any Imperial loan-in-aid the 
Colony's revenue for the year will stand 
estimated at $4,966,663. 

ExPENDI1'URE EsnMATES. 

The expenditure estimates am generally 
apprnved, subject to certain alterations 
which I suggested to the Secretary of 
State in view of commitments which have 
revealed themselves in the draft estimates 
sent to the Colonial Office. These com
mitments are shewn in the schedule of 
fu1·ther prnvision required for the current 
year amounting to $65,44-1 which will be 
laid on the table. They will be fully 
explained when the schedule is before the 
Council in Committee. '!.'he chief items 
are:-
Additional amount required for 

purchase of uew vessel for the 
'l:'ransport and Harbours Depart-
ment $ 5,000 

Addit_ional maintenance funds fo1· 
the- Bartica-Potarn roitd ,tud its 

extensions 
Best Quarantine Station 
Expenditure due to Ala.strim out

break 
Refund of revenue ... 

20,000 
7,000 

6,000 
18,235 

The total of these items is . . . $ 56,235 
Minor items accounting for the 

balance 9,209 
----

As a set off to this expenditure 
of ... $ 65,444 

Government prnposes to abstain 
from expeuditure on Head XL V ., 

sub-heads 15, 16 and 17 36,000 
and Head XL VI. sub-heads 52 aud 

53 12,800 

making a saving of ... $ 48,800 

These sub-heads relate respectively to 
ferro-concrete strip-road experiments and 
to the re-conditioning Best and Old Crib 
g1·oynes. 

In order to avoid re-printing the 
estimates at this late date the Apprnp1·ia
tion Bill will conform ,.Yith the estimates 
as printed; but the General ·warrant which 
will issue the1·eafter· will exclude the five 
sub-heads just mentioned. 

On the assumption of appl'Oval of these 
proposals the estimated expenditure and 
revenue for the cunent year, exclusive of 
Colonial Development Fund schemes, may 
be revised as follows :-
Expenditure-

Estimates as passed 
by Council ... $5,5:H,751 

Less by P. W.E. sub-
heads -18,800

Add 
Supplementary Ex

penditure 

Revenue-

5,478,951 

65,444 5,544,395 

Original estimate ... 4,969,329 
Less by export 

duty... ... 2,666 4,96"6,663 

Revised estimate of 
deficit 577,732 

Carried forward 
January 1st, 1935.. 406,597 
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Imprnvement on 
draft estimates ... 

As the loan-grant
in-aid was there 
put at 

$ 171,135 

103,217 

$ 274,352 

The amount by which the 1935 esti
mated expenditu1·e exceeds the e5timate 
of revenue is at first sight very formidahle 
and compares badly prima facie with 
the estimated and actual deficits of the 
past year. In fact the figures as they 
stand are not truly comparable. In the 
first place, this year's estimates include 
provision exceeding by $153,000 that in 
the 1934 budget for railway and steamer 
renewals and new capital expenditure, the 
principal increase being a new item of 
$100,000 for the purchase of a new 
steamer ; and, in the second works costing 
some $120,000 which although necessary 
in themselves may be regarded as having 
been included in the estimates prima1·ily to 
provide relief for unemployment, have been 
charged against the ordina1·y revenue and 
not, as in last year, against a specific loan 
grant-in-aid. If for comparative purposes 
these two sums are deducted from the 
estimated deficit thei'e would remain a 
deficit of $285,422 as against an estimate 
of $389,802 for 1934. So regarded, the 
current year is seen to the advantage of 
that which is just past. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1935. 
As regards the outlook for the immedi

ate future I am glad to be able to report 
that the revenue returns show no shrink
age and that except for certain special 
item�, the receipts for the first quarter ar·e 
&lightly better than those of the same 
pe1·iod in 1934. My information is that 
climatic conrlitions have been favourable 
to the p1·oduction of a more than usually 
good sugar crop this year and there are 
other promising indications, among them 
being the prospect of a considernble in
crease in bauxite exports. It is not 
·unreasonable, therefore, to assume t-hat the
receipts for the year will be larger than
the amount in the revenue estimates, which
were not prepared in the light of such
expechitionR. On the other hand there
appe,ws to be 110 reason to anticipate that

expenditure will exceed the total amount 
approved. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 
The Public Debt commitments of the 

Colony continue to be the most disturbing 
feature of our finances. As the latest 
Treasurer's 1·eport shows there was at the 
31st Decembe1', 1934, a total debt liabil
ity of $21,081,925. During the current 
yea.r this amount will be reduced by
$933,600 by the redemption of that 
amount of Inscribed Stock (Ordinance 6 
of 1886) le,wing a liability oE $20,148,325. 
On the other hand, unfortunately, the true 
position in this respect is not revealed 
until four other large liabilities are taken 
into account. The first impends by reason 
of the work in prngress or in sight on sea 
defences and flood prevention measures 
and amounts to some $1,300,000. The 
second arises from loan-grants obtained 

. and in prospect from the Colonial Develop
ment Advisory Committee, amounting to 

· $920,865: these are interest bearing after
five years from the date of. loan.
'.!.'he non-interest-bearing loan-grants-in-aid
from the Imperial Government constitute
the third liability and amount to ,t further
$1,699,200 exclusive of any grant-in-aid
for the cunent year. These three bring
our public debt figure to $24,068,390. In
additioa to this very large sum there
must be taken into account the fourth
liability, that is that in respect of out
standing Permanent Annuities and Per
petual Stock entailing an annual charge of
$84,378 on the revenue for all time. The
annual charges falling to be paid on the
foregoing accounts constitute a very formi
dable impediment to the further develop
ment of the Colony's assets and resources ;
a serious eonsidemtion having regard to
the fact that such development is the
obvioua and indeed the onlv wav to fi .-r1-
cial recovery whid1 lies witl;iu �u1· read,.

TRADE-EXPO l!TS, 

The export trade of the Colony, which, 
despite low prices h,td within rncent years 
maintained a high level, suffered a severe 
set baek during 1934 as ,t result of the 
severe fioous and the subsequent drought 
in that year. The total value of the 
exports of domestic produce in that year 
was $8,882,000 01· $807,000 less than that 
of 1933. The largest decrease was in 
respect of rice, the exports of which_ were 
slightly more than i:me-lmlf of the,quantity 
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and value expol'ted in the precedin_g year. 
Though 9,700 tons less sugar were pro
duced in 1934 than in 1933, the quantity 
shipped in the latter year was greater by 
2,830 tons. The value was, however, 
lowe1· by $176,700. Molasses, balata and 
coffee also showed decreases. 

A comparison of the expol'ts during the 
first four months of 1935 with the col'l'es
ponding period in 1934 shows increases in 
bauxite, copra, gold and diamonds. The 
total quantity of sugar exported to 30th 
Apl'il, 1935, was about the same as fo1· 
the conesponding period last year. On 
the other hand rice exports dul'ing the same 
pe1·iod were 4,500 tons for 1935 and 8,400 
tons for 1934. This very large decrease 
is attributable to there being small 
demands for Demerara rice in the principal 
\Vest Indian markets, consequent on large 
contracts having been entered iuto for the 
supply of Indian rice to as late as next 
November. 

IMPORTS. 

1'he quota restrictions upon imports of 
foreign artificial silk and cotton textile 
piece goods which were imposed on 7th 
l\'fay, 1934, have had the desired l'esult of 
rediverting to the mother country trade in 
the cheaper grades of these textiles which 
had been la1·gely lost to foreign count1·ies, 
mainly Japan, within recent yea1·s. The 
figures will be found in the Trade Report 
for 1934. A noteworthy feature is the 
very considerable increase in the consump
tion of locally manufactured cigarettes 
during 1934 and a corresponding decrease 
in that of imported cigarettes and manu
factu1·ed tobacco. Fortunately, as the 
1·esult of the readjustment on 1st May, 
1934-, of duty-rates on mtLnufactured 
tobacco (other than cigarettes and cigars) 
mid 011 le11,f taba.cco, the revenue collected 
in 1934 was less than that received in 
1933 by only $3,800. More revenue under 
this head to the extent of $15,872 has 
been collected during the first four months 
of the year than <luring the conesponding 
period in 1934; ,L very welco1lle piece of 
news. 

FLOOD· RELIEF AND FLOOD-PREVEN'l'ION 

MEASURES. 

Full piwticulars of the expenditure in
cul'l'ed in 1934 on unemployment and flood 
relief works are contained in a statement 
wh1ch will also be laid before you to-day. 

This expenditure reached the large total 
of $343,876 of which $34,619 was 
received as a free grant and the remain
ing $309,257 as a loan-in-aid from the 
Imperial Government. 

As Honourable Membet·s are aware, the 
expenditure on these works covered a very 
wide field. It included many grants to 
local autho1·ities under the Local Govern .. 
ment Board to assist in the repair of 
village roads u.nd in the impl'Ovement of 
drainage facilities, while in rural areas not 
uude1· the Local Government Boa1·d simi
lar works were carried out by Govern
ment. The villages and country areas 
have benefited greatly from this expendi
ture· and I trust sincerely that the authori
ties concerned will do their utmost to 
ensure that the improvements they have 
secu1·ed as ,in outcome of the floods are 
kept in a. proper· state of maintenance and 
repair. 

I desil'e to place on record the thanks 
of the Government to all those persons 
who wo1·ked on the Committees which were 
set up in Georgetown, New Amsterdam 
and elsewhet·e to deal with the relief of 
distress that arose as a 1·esult of the floods. 
The final report of the Flood Relief 
Finance Committee will be laid on the 
table at this meeting : it contains the 
complete record of the sums collected in 
public subscriptions and of their disposal. 

I am glad to be able to inform Honour
able Members that the Secretary of State 
has now approved of proposals being laid 
before Council to provide for the expendi
ture of $318,646 on the following works 
which were recommended by the Floods 
Investigation Committee :-

East Demet·ai·a and Lamaha 
Water Conservancies ... $ 10,140 

Additional Relief Canal ; back
dam of La Bonne Mere 
between Clonbrook and Bee 
Hive 112,000 

Mahaica District; Communal 
Grazing Area. .. . 14,698 

Improvement of Drainage, 
Cauals Polder Area 181,808 

$318,646 

The second 'of these schemes has been 
reconsidered in the light of a project to 



1 , 0.13 President's Speech 2 JULY, 1935. P1·esident's Speech 1,014 

enlarge the axea of these conserva,nci_es, 
which is likelv to materialise in the near 
future. 'rhe "intention now is to provide 
reliefs for these water-impounding areas 
by means of dni.inag_e canals and sluices 
emptying into thE' Demenwa Rive1·. The 
new scheme and its advantages will be 
more fully described when the legislation 
necessary for its fulfilment comes before 
the Legislative Council. That step, how
ever, will not be possible during the life 
or Lhis Council. No request, therefore, 
for funds for the second item will be mac.le 
,it this meeting of Council ; and the same 
is true of the communal gc-azing area for 
the Mahaica district, as the work to be 
undertaken in connection with that scheme 
depends upon the decision taken in respect 
of the relief scheme for the East Demerara 
and Lamaha Water Conservancies. 

CANALS PoLDElt AitEA. 

The scheme for the improvement of the 
drainage of the Canals Polder Area calls 
fo1· the comment that the silting up of the 
two drainage canals in that a1·ea is due to 
three causes. These a1·e, firstly, t,hat 
heavily silt-laden water has been intro
duced into these canals from time to time 
as an aid to navigation. This practice, 
which is directly destmctive of the proper 
use of these canals, viz., drainage, will not 
be permitted in future. The second cause 
is the failure on the part of certain 
property owners to maintain the subsidi
ary drainage on their boundaries ; such 
neglect is highly anti-social, as not only 
is the good farme1· who maintains his 
drains injured thereby but also the .general 
cost to the community is increased. 
Steps will he taken in future to compel 
such maintenani:e. Thirdly, the Authority 
has for one reason. or another not found 
itself able to keep the canaJs at an adequate 
depth. Lattedy this has beeu due to lack 
of funds owing to the arrears into which 
rate collection has fallen. Obviously a 
t·emedy must be found for this state of 
affairs aurl. this matter has the attention 
of my advisers and myself. 

SEA DBlfENCES. 

During 1934 nearly $500,000 was ex
pended on the reconshuction of the per
manent sea defences. There will be laid 
befo1:e you to-day Mt·. Case's latest report 
on the sea defences and the recommenda
tion of the Sea Defence Board to Govern
ment on the basis of that report. These 

l}re considered under Message No. 19 of 
13th June which has been addressed to 
you. Honourable Members will observe 
that the estimated cost of the wo1·ks recom
mended is $851,610, an amount smaller 
by $131,060 than the estimate prepared 
by the Board and communicated to this 
Council before Mr. Case reported. On 
the other hand, the measures required to 
be taken at N og Eens are proving to be 
more extensive than was expected at first. 
The bulk of the work recommended by 
Mi·. Case in his report has been carried 
out, the work remaining to be done being 
the construction of the koker channels, 
concrete grnynes and a section of sea wall 
at Hope. The erosion, however, is con
tinuing eastwards and westwards of this 
section, and, on the .-eport of the Director 
of Public Works and the recommendation 
of the Sea Defence Board, I lmvE' sanc
tioned the extension of the wall eastwards 
from Vigilance in orde1· to avert the possi
bility of a breach in the earthen dam 
which is 11,ll the sea defence that there is 
at this point. 'rhe cost of this work will 
be charged against item (17) of the report 
referred to, the work unde1· ( 17) being 
deferred until next year. The total will 
be increased by $1,000 and the Secretary 
of State's approval has been requested. 

FINANCING BEA DEFENCES ANTI-FLOOD 

MEASURES. 

Council is already aware that it is pro
posed to 1·a.ise the necessary funds by the 
issue of a loan which will 111s0 include the 
cost of the special drainage and irrigation 
works recommended by the Flood;; Investi
gation Committee. 

itOADS, 

I take this oppot·tunity of informing 
Council of the situa.tion reg,Lrdiug the 
Tiboku F,dl 1·oad, which, as Honou1•11,blc 
Members >bl'e aw}i.re, was phbnned to 
assist diamond and gold mining. 'l'he 
provision voted by this Council and lent 
from the Colonial Development Fund for 
this road was $175,000, It was found to 
be quite insutlicient for its purpose and 
had been over-speut by $24,000 by the 
time that the road had rcache<l mile 38½, 
fut"the1· loans to that amount being 
obtained from the same source. The 
pl'iucipal reason w11,s that the route lies 
across a series of ridges an<l swampy 
valleys, thus necessitating much cutting 
and bl'idging. An alternative line was 
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sought and found, debouching at Issano 
on the Mazaruni river above the main 
series of rapids through some way below 
the Tiboku Fall, and a round sum estimate 
put the cost of completing the road by 
that mute at $96,000. Further applica
tion accordingly was made for assistance 
from the Colonial Development Fund fo1! a 
loan of this sum, to which the Secretary 
of State replied that he w:Ls prepared to 
agree in principle, but before approving 
finally he wished to be assured that the 
new estimate was adequate to complete the 
work. This was the situation when I 
arrived in the Colony and after discussion 
with the late Mr. Millard and the Director 
of Public Works T issued instructions for 
an engineer's location smvey to be made 
of the new route and for the suspension of 
all construction work othe1· than the 
completion of the road up to mile 38½- .. 

An estimate based on that survey is now 
to hand and is as follows:-

Road construction ... $ 102,000 
Termin!1l facilities at Bartica 

(Quarters for Transport 
Officer and additional garage 
accommodation) 6,000 

Terminal facilities at Issano 
(Bond, garage, resthouse, 
stelling) 4,500 

Total ... $ 112,500 
Against this there is 

the contingent prn-
mise of a loan from 
the Colonial Devel-
opment Advisory 
Committee of ... $ 96,000 

Of which there has 
been spent on sur
vey 

Necessitating further 

1,500 94,500 

provision of ... $ 18,000 
To this sum must be added, fo1· 

new vehicles for the service 
from Bartica to Issa.no 15,000 

----

Making a total requirement of ... $ 33,000 
for the institution of this new service. 

I have reported accordingly to· the 
Secretary of State and a Message and 
Motion more fully explanatory will be 
placed befo1·e Members at this meeting. 

DEVELOPMENT-GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

As I -have already stated on more than 

one occasion, it is evident that. the main 
remedy which this Colony can ap·ply to 
its finaucial ills is the further development 
of its assets. Generally speaking, taxes 
and town rates at·e high while the public 
services have been· cut to the bone, or 
nearly so. In so far as the revenue is 
suffering because of the lowness of world 
prices we are hopeless ; where we can help 
ourselves is by turning to good account 
land and water values which at the present 
time are in abeyance. 

It is, of course, to be taken as axiomatic 
in such considerations as this that no 
scheme will be undertaken unless after 
careful calculation it can be shown to have 
ultimately remunerative prospects. That 
is not to say that the whole cost would 
necessarily have to be borne by the in
habitants of the benefited area, though 
obviously they should eventually bear the 
larger share; but it does imply that the 
sum of the annual charges on account of 
capital, administration and maintenance 
arising from the scheme must not exceed 
the sum of the profits, direct and indirect, 
accruing to the farmers and to the Govern
ment from the scheme's operation ; other
wise such a project would result in an un
economic burden being laid on the 
shoulders of the general taxpayer, · who in 
the final analysis has to foot the Colony's 
bill. 

Furthermore, in considering ways and 
means for the development of our assets it 
will be necessary to keep in mind two 
well-known facts, the fo·st being that 
owing to our excessive burden of debt the 
capital that we can afford for development 
is strictly limited and must-, ac'cordingly, 
be carefully husbanded ; the second is that 
ou1· population is disprnportionately small 
for the size of the Colony. And there is 
the third poiut that care must be taken 
to see that the mAasures devised for in
dustrial expansion do not prejudice or 
injure established industries such as sugar 
and rice. 

AGRICUL'rGRlf.. 

The wealth of British Guiana lies prin
cipally in her agricultural soils, her 
minerals and her forests. Of these, agri
culture offe1·s the widest scope for develop
ment and may, th�refore, be considered 
first. There a.re, generally speaking, two 
lines of policy along which the agricul-
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tural activities of a country ron.y be made 
to expand: one is what may be termed the 
extensive method, that is to say the 
method of planting sub-colonies in 
relatively far-afield areas which are capa
ble of supporting a farming population; 
the other is the intensive method of 
improving landR already under occupation 
or the areas adjoining such lands. So far 
as I am aware, with the possible excep
tion of the North-West District, no con
siderable area suitable fo1· the extensive 
method is known at the present time, 
though that is not to say that such places 
do not exist. On the other hand it is, I 
think, indisputable that the most profit
able lands in the Colony are those lying 
along the coast. There should, therefore, 
be little difficulty in aniving at agree
ment on the policy tlw,t agricultural 
development should first be pursued in and 
about the already proved ar·eas. 

In the course 0£ a tour during May east
wards along the Coast I received a large 
number of addresses from villages and 
country districts between Georgetown and 
Crnbwood Creek on the Courantyne River. 
An almost universal feature of those 
addresses was a request that Government 
should put in effect a " comprehensive 
scheme of drainage and frrigation." Many 
specific projeets, of course, were also put 
forward. Now, I do not wish to be 
regarded as ,shutting the door on the con
sideration of :t scheme on the grnund that 
it is comprehensive-far from it; indeeJ, 
I am fully of opinion that where smaller 
works are taken in hand first they should 
be planned, as far· as is possible, with ,t 
comprehensive scheme in mind, into which 
they would lit should the larget· scheme 
materialise. Nevertheless, it appears to 
me, from such study as I have been able 
to give to this diffieult and impo1·tant 
question during my three months eesidence, 
that the more logical and economic line of 
progress is to tackle some of the smaller 
prnblems first. (At this point I wish to 
make it cle,tr that I am spe,tking now of 
the Colony eastward of the Essequibo 
River. I have not yet been able to ,;tudy 
the Essequibo Commission's report and 
have postponed forming conclusions regard
-ing the Essequibo Coast until I can do 
so). To tackle the smaller problems first 
may be criticisable as" patchwork policy" : 
but it must be borne in mind that, aback 
of nearly all the coast lands between the 

Essequibo and Mahaica Rivers and of 
those lying between the Canje Rive1· and 
the sea, there are already very big irriga
tion scheme11 served more or less efficiently 
by drainage systems, so that in those 
areas at least relatively minor works, com
plementary to existing development, alont> 
are possible. As regards the co11st lands 
east of the Essequibo which have no large 
irrigation systems aback, the question of 
the nature and extent of agricultural 
development work, if any, to be carried 
out there resolves itself into one of ability 
to pay. 

My own belief, which has the support 
of my advisers, is that, taking into con
sideration the low numbers and the general 
poverty of the local population, the size 
of the total area concerned and the g1·eat 
initial cost of large scale schemes, the 
right policy for agricultural development 
of the village lands east of the Essequibo 
is to select in the first instance the less 
spectacular but more remunerative pro
jects and to put them through. As the 
wealth of the areas thus benefited grows 
under that process more ambitious schemes 
can be considered. 

Actuated by these convictions on my 
return to Georgetown in ::VIay I sent in
strnctions to the District Commissioners 
of the districts east of the Essequibo 
River to compile lists of such of the drnin
i1ge and irrigation schemes, which have 
from time to time been suggested for theil' 
districts, ,1;; seemed 1·ea;;onablv feasible to 
them. These lists will be put before my 
technical advisers, who, subsequently, will 
be required to furnish ecological reports 
and estimates of cost in l'espect of such 
schemes as they may considi>r .most worthy 
of being carried into effect. Eventually I 
hope to be able to lay before this Council 
considel'ed proposals for agricultural 
development and to raise such funds as at"e 
necessary for them. 

MINING. 

As Houourable Members are aware, the 
endea.vour of Government to develop the 
Colony's mineral assets has taken two 
principal forms, one being the provision 
of a geological survey, the other the 
facilitation of access to the gold and 
diamond producing areas in the intel'ior 
by means of road-construction. Both 
these measures have proved their value, 
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At the end of this year the grant from the 
Colonial Development Fund, by means of 
which the geological survey is being 
financed, will be exhausted. Shortly after 
my arrival I asked Dr. Grantham, who is 
in charge of the survey, whether there 
would then remain a considerable extent 
of the Colony which his party would not be 
able to iuvestigate fully and which called 
for closer exploration. His answer was 
in the affiL-mative and I therefore asked 
him to let me have a memo1·andum setting 
out the case for further su1·vey. This I 
have' just received and will take action 
upon it as soon as possible. Honourable 
Members •will have seen certain reports 
issued by D1·. Grantham and will, I trust, 
concur with my expressed intention as 
1·egards assistance. 

I need not enlarge here on the roads 
made by Government in order to assist 
and stimulate the lllining of gold and 
diamonds. The policy has proved its 
worth and I intend to follow it as and 
when I can. 

Trnmm. 
The third great asset which the Colony 

must develop is its timber. 86 per cent. 
of its whole area is under forest and, 
though much of the timber therein is not 
me1·chantable owing to transportation and 
other difficulties, there is plenty of scope 
for profitable exploitation, if the local 
industry will organise itself so as to meet 
its competitors on level terms and if 
assistance, where necessary, is given by 
Government. I cannot as yet. state what 
measures would have to be taken by the 
industry and by Government in order to 
effect the right organisation but the first 
journey which r made in this countt·y was 
to the Fot·est1·y headquarters at l\'lazanmi 
in order to discuss with the Conservator 
of Forests the prospects of developing our 
timber trade. What I saw there and 
heard from the Conservator confirmed mv 
belief that, given certain conditions, tha"t 
trade could be expanded to a material 
extent. I therefore re(1uested him to 
draw up a memorandurn, stating the im
pedimeuts from which the trade is suffer
ing at present and suggesting remedies 
for them. I understand that that memo
randum will shortly be in my hands. 

AGRICULTU RF.. 

l hfl.ve spoken l\t some length upon the

policy of development which, in my view, 
British Guiana should pursue in agricul
ture, mining and forestry. I will touch 
as briefly as I can upon the condition and 
immediate outlook of those local indus
tries. 

SUGAR INDUSTRY. 

Our chief agricultural industry, sugar, 
given a continuance of favourable weather, 
ought, I am informed, to produce a record 
crop this year· This, I understand, is due 
to a combination of cans.es among which 
are more extensive flood-fallowing, the use 
of better varieties, and improvements in 
machinery and husbandry. The research 
activities of the Agl'icultural Department 
have continued to prove their value, par
ticularly in connection with soil fertiliza
tion and flood-fallowing. A noteworthy 
and praiseworthy feature of the sugar 
industry is the extension of cane-farming. 
This is a development which merits all the 
assistance which the big sugar-estates can 
give. It is a matter for regret that sugar 
prices remain very low. 

RICE INDUSTRY. 

The same, I regret to say, has to be said 
of the price of rice, owing principally to 
the overwhelming competition of Indian· 
and Burmese rice in our markets. A good 
deal of the padi ' shied ' this spring failed 
to survive a long dry spell after the first 
rains and, owing to last year's partial crop 
failu1·e, there was a shortage of seed-padi 
in some areas. In these areas seed-padi 
was offered by Government for sale on 
cash terms at about two-thirds of the 
landed cost and farmers availed themselves 
fairly readily of this assistance. The 
Council will be asked to approve an expen
di �u1·e of about $650 on this seed distribu
tion : the receipts are put at $375. 
Apart from prices the outlook of the 
industry is good owing to favourable 
weather. 

RICE MAmrnTING. 

On May 28th 1·epresentatives of the 
bodies and firms principally interested in 
the rice industry met me and some of my 
official advisers to discuss the rice mar
keting scheme, known as the " Single 
Seller" scheme. This proposal came up 
some while ago from the Rice Marketing 
Board, though a minority of that Board 
did ,not support it. It had been before 
the Chamber of Qqmmerce of Geor9etowq
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and the Rice Association, both of whom· 
had rejected it, but as it appeared to me. 
to merit further consideration I called the 
aforesaid meeting. On that occasion the 
representatives of the Rice Association 
stated that their As;;ociation was unani
mously opposed to its adoption and those 
of the firms who handle the bulk of our 
rice export crop were also hostile to it. 
In these circumstances I formed the 
opinion that to endeavour to force the 
scheme upon the rice industry, the second 
most important agricultural industry in 
the Colony, would be to take a quite 
unjustifiable risk and I reported accord
ingly to bhe Executive Council, who were 
in full concurrence with that view. Sub
sequently the Rice Marketing Board were 
informed of this decision and requested to 
consult further with the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rice Association and 
to endeavour to frame agreed proposals. 
I am glad to be able to say that it is with
in my knowledge that these discussions 
are now well advanced and tr.at thet·e is 
good reason to hope that amending legis
lation will be put before the Council 
before it rises finally which will counter
act effectively the insidious evil of rebating 
while also preventing sale on consign
ment. 

COPH.A PRODUCTS. 

An endeavour i� being made to find a 
way out· of the imJJcisse at which the 
administration of the Copra Products 
Ordinance has found itself. I reg1·e\; that 
it will not be possible to bring in amend
ing legislation before this Council's life 
expires. 

FRUIT. 

There has been an increase in the area 
planted with citrus. Investigation and 
study of the possibility of developing a 
banana export industry have been proceed
ing systematically and 1L trial shipment of 
dwarf hananas by the Hart'ison line is to 
be made nf'xt month. The Agricultural 
Department is also planning a trial ship
ment of mangoes at an early d_ate.

LIVESTOCK-CATTLE. 

Much public discus�ion ha;; taken place 
recently in regard to the livestock indus
try in general and the beef industry 
in particular. Government's activities 
hitherto have been confined maiuiy to 
milk production, pigs and poultry. i am 

informed that considerable improvement 
is now noticeable among dairy animals in 
the vicinity of Georgetown, the principal 
market for milk, where full use is being 
made of the Government stud animals. 
This stock improvement method i!'l gradu
ally being extended to other areas whe1·e 
dairy bulls are in demand. For instance, 
in the island of Leguan the Agricultural 
Department is experimenting with a live
stock centre with Ha.tisfactorv results 
hitherto. 

The need for improvement of the 
Colony's beef animals, if an inter-colonial 

. export trade is to be built up ;tnd satis
factorily maintained in the face of severe 
competition, is recognised. Much, how
ever, depends on the co-operation of stock 
owner;; and ranche1·s in the development of 
improved types. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has approved the provision of a sum of 
$7,200 from the Colonial Development 
Fund repayable in five years, for a revolv
ing fund for the purchase of pure-bred 
stock for eventual distribution in the 
Colony. I regret to learn that up to date 
stock owners have shown little enthusiasm 
in ava,iling themselves of this offer. 

BEE-K�EPING. 

The progress of the bee-keeping indus
try has been maintained and the 1934 
honey production was, I understand, the 
lnggest in the histo1·y of the Colony. 
Investigations have been made by the 
Agricultural Department iuto marketing 
prospects and methods on behalf of the 
BI"itish Guiana Beekeepers' Association, 
whose energy and initiative in promoting 
this useful adjunct to a fa,rmer's income 
are praiseworthy. 

AGRICULTURAL SHOW. 

The advance and expansion of the 
Colony's agricultural, including pastoral, 
indu;;tries was clearly to be observed at 
the succes�ful agricultural exhibition held 
on April 28th and 29th in connection with 
this yeal''s Jubilee. Some 5,000 visitors 
attended to examine and admire the 4,000 
exhibits which were received. Honourable 
Members will, I believe, ag1·ee with me 
when I say that the exhibition provided 
visible proof of the good results attendant 
upon the har·d aud farsighted laboul's of 
the Agricultural Department in the office, 
in the laboratory and in the field. 
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MINING lNDUS'l.'RY-GOLD. 

Turning to the mineral industries, gold
mining prospects are distinctly promising. 
The production by local enter·prise for the 
first quarter of 1935 has exceeded that 
for the same period last year by 2,131 
ounces and the indications are that a 
further increase may be expected. The 
investigations which have been under
taken by outside capital enterprise
British and Canadian-are now approach
ing fruition and considerable expansion 
is anticipated in dredging and other 
forms of alluvial mining in the . near 
future. Already one Canadian Company 
has been formed and registered in the 
Colony with a capital of $2,000,000 of 
which $1,000,000 has been fully taken up. 
In addition to the exmnination of import
ant alluvial deposits in the upper Demer
am rive1·, the exploration work done by this 
Company has revealed exteusive dredging 
ground in the Oko river ba�in in the 
Cuyuni district and a road is now under 
construction for conveying the necessa1·y 
machinery to the site to enable dredging 
work to be commenced without delay. A 
combination of English interests has also 
done considerable exploration work in the 
Potaro district with encouraging results 
and it is expected that these inte1·ests will 
.. proceed to active dredging opei-ations in 
the near future. Interest has also been 
evinced in the Kaburi, Issano, Kuribrong, 

,Karanang and North West districts and 
exploration work is in pl'Ogress with a 
view to development on organised lines. 

DIAMONDS. 

Notwithstanding the continued low level 
of market prices, the diamond output has 
shown an increase of 1,131 carats for the 
first quarter of the year over the output 
for the corresponding period last year. 
No large increase can be looked for, how
ever, until either the improved access to 

.. the Mazaruni diamond fields by road now
under construction is available or a con
siderable increase in market prices makes 
diaruond seeking more attrnctive. 

BAUXITE, 

'l'he outlook in regard to the. bauxite 
indust1·y is decidedly pl'omising. It is anti
cipated· that shipments this year will 
amount to about 100,000 tons-a welcome 
increase on the amount exported last year 
which totalled ouly 50,605 tons and there 

is room for hope that before long a gr.eatet· 
expansion will occur. As Honourable 
Members doubtless are aware, B1·itish 
Guiana bauxite is regarded as one of the 
best ores of its kind iQ the world. 

Foa&sT DEPARTMENT. 

A local feature of the world depression 
is the extent to which exports of the 
Colony's timbers have held up in the face 
of the great fall which has taken place in 
timber exports throughout the rest of the 
world. Our average export of timbe1· and 
lumbe1· during the lean five years 1929-
1933 fell quantitatively only by 4 per cent. 
and in value only by 8 per cent. below the 
iwerage for the boom years 1924-1928. 
Greenheart exports actually rose dm·ing 
the bad period. '.!.'he fact is that the 
reduced consumption of timber in Europe 
has been offset by new markets in the 
Islands and United States oi America. 
With a return to prospe1·ity, or if the 
present unnecessarily high cost to the 
consumer can be reduced and deliveries 
expedited, thern is, therefore, scope fo,1· a 
substantial increase in our exports. I am 
glad to be able to report that there is a 
marked tendency to use local varieties in 
place of imported wood. The large scale 
experiments in the seasoning of local 
lumber by the Forestry Department have 
reached the stage where it has be!')n proved 
that fully seasoned local wood of equal 
working quality .and far greater durability 
can be produced at prices to �ompete w.ith 
the imported article, and so have removed 
the chief objection to the use of local 
boards. The only handicap to complete 
success is the high humidity of the atmos
phere which renders the full drying out of 
boards uncertain at the wetter seasons of 
the year; a handicap which could be ove1·
come by a simple method of kiln-d1·ying in 
the last stages of the seasoning process. 
This is a matter which has M1·. Wood's 
and my attention. 

TRANSPOR'r 81-atVICES, 

The report of the Trnnsport and 
Ha1·bours Department for 1934 shows .that 
the gross receipts exceeded those of 1933 
by $38,126, notwithstanding the serious 
disasters which befell agriculture in the 
second year. The rel'enue ea,1·ned on .the 
Bartica-Potaro road during 1934 amounted 
to $4-8,788, show.ing an excess over work
ing expenditu1:e of $8,000. T woul<l add 
-that in the ffrst four ruonths of thi� :)'.ear
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the revenue earned by this road was 
slightly higher than $20,300. 

The condition of the steamer fleet is 
causing some concern to the Board of 
Commissioners and myself. One new ves
sel has been ordered as a replacement and 
this will be driven by high speed Diesel 
engines : but there are indications that the 
replacement programme may have to be 
expedited. An independent report on the 
present condition of the fleet is being 
obtained. 

The dredge "Sir Crawford" an·ived in 
*e Colony on April 23rd and started
work on May 13th. She loads and dis
cha1·ges daily 500 tons of mud.

DISTRIC'l' ADMINISTRATION. 

Judging by the statements made in many 
of .1ddresses which I received in the 
course of my tour between Georgetown 
and the Courantyne river, the District 
Administration scheme is working excel
lently : several requests that it should now 
be put into fuller operation were put for
ward. This, though in no way surprising, 
is highly gratifying and I shall do what I 
can to meet that desire. Very recently a 
Bill making more suitable provision for 
election to Village Councils has been pub
lished and I hope that it will be found 
possible to pass it before the Council dis
solves. It is desirable that it should be 
operative in time for the next Village 
Councils elections which take place in 
November. 

EDUCA'l'ION. 

·with regard to education, it has not
been possible, dul'ing the short time at my 
disposal, to make even a general survey of 
the problems involved. I have visited, 
however, several of the more important 
institutions in Georgetown and I hope in 
the near future to be able to visit the 
others there and in New Amsterdam as 
well as some estate and village schools. 

A very difficult problem which has to 
be solved locally is the way in which 
agriculture should be taught to the youth 
of the Colony. The population of British 
Guiana is to a very large extent engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, among which two 
planting industries, sugar (including cane 

· farming) and rice, are outstanding. Be
hiucl these there is a background of use

ful minor industries and ground-provision 
farming. Stock-raising, happily, is also 
on the increase. It is, therefore, obvious
ly necessary that the rising generations 
should absorb as much elementary agricul
t-ural knowledge as is possible. 

There are two main aspects of the 
geneml problem. One relates to the diffu

sion of the elementary instruction in 
agricultural knowledge which every child 
in the Colony who reaches a suitable 
standard of education should receive: the 
other belongs to the specialised and 
advanced instruction of the relatively few 
who are able to study agricultural science 
more deeply. Both aspects are of great 
importance and will have the considera 
tion of my advisers and myself. 

HEALTH. 

Generally, the health of the Colony ha8 
been excellent, the only exception being an 
outbreak of alastrim in the North West 
District. This ordinarily mild ailment 
is on the list of notifiable ·diseases and the 
necessary steps were taken accordingly. 
The North West Dfatrict was placed in 
quarantine, the medical staff there was 
strengthened, and a vaccination campaign 
was carried out vigorously there and else
where in the Colony. The known casual
ties of the outbreak were 57 cases with 
one death. Quarantine restrictions were 
removed last month but, unfortunately, 
the characteristic of this disease being to 
smoulder, infot·mation of its reappearance 
in the W aini district has just come to 
hand. A poi·tion of the North West Dis 
ti·ict has, therefore, again been placed in 
quarantine but this does not disallow 
clean BiBs of Health to be issued to ships 
leaving the Colony. 

Thanks to the energy of the Medical 
Depart1u1•11 t and to good luck the disease 
has not occun-ed, so far as is known, with
in 80 miles of Georgetown as the ci·ow 
flies. An outbreak of any notifi!Lble infec
tious illness, however mild, at this port 
would, of course, have a very serious effect 
upou ti-ade, especially tourist trattic, and 
we may be grnteful to those who avei·ted 
that form of tt·ouble. 

BEST QUARANTINE STA'l'ION. 

The chance of such an occurrence, how
ever, invited attention to the partial 
failure of this Government hitherto to 
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implement the West Indian Inte1• .. colonial 
Sanitary Convention. The risk to •the 
Colony's trade entailed by that fact is quite 
incommensurate with the expenditure 
which would abolish it and I have, there
for·e, obtained the apprnval of the Secretary 
of State to expend $7,000 in putting the 
Best Quarantine Station in proper order. 
Honourable Members will · be invited to 
approve that expenditure during these 
meetings of Council. 

PURE WATER SUPPLY. 
A vet·y important feature of the Colony's 

general endeavour to improve its health 
conditions is the Pure Water Supply 
scheme. 'l'he latest report in this connec
tion reveals that 26 wells have been re
conditioned and that some 37 miles of 
distribution lines have been laid in and 
between the districts of West Coast, 
Demerara, and West ·coast, Berbice; this 
has resulted in bringing a pure water 
supply within easy reach of approximately 
18,000 villagers. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 
Erection of the venereal diseases clinic 

in Georgetown, funds for which have been 
granted from the Colonial Development 
Fund, has begun. 

The site for the tuberculosis hospital, 
another gift from the Fund, is still under 
discussion. 

LEPROSY, 
A report by Dr. Robert Cochrane, 

Medical Secretary to the British Empire 
Leprosy Relief Association, has very 
recently reached me. Its contents go to 
show that considernble additional expendi
ture is required at Mahaica, where Dr. 
Rose's highly admirable work is grnvely 
hampered by shortage of staff and deficien
t:.ies in respect of buildings, drainage and 
so forth. The matter has my close atten
tion. 

PROPOSED ASSYRIAN SET'rLEMEN'I.'. 
On September 21st last this Council 

adopted a resolution approving in principle 
the settlement of a large number of 
refugee Assyrians in the southern part of 
this Colony. Thereafter a commission 
\vas sent by the League of Nations to 
examine the p1·acticability of the proposal 
with the re-sult, as Honourable ·Members 
are aware, that it has been abandoned. 

For thefr further information I have

ordered to be laid on the table of the 
Council a copy of a despatch dated 18th 
May, 1935, from the Secretary of State, 
the enclosure to which discloses the 
reasons why the project of settling the 
Assyrian11 in the Rupununi district was 
dropped. 

BOUNDARY COMMISSION, 
The British Guiana, Dutch Guiana and 

Brazil Boundary Commission will re-start 
work in October. The British survey 
party will consist principally of officers 
seconded from the Cot·ps of Royal 
Engineers under the command of Major 
J. F. Phipps. 

GEORGETOWN MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. 

FUNDING OF ARREARS. 
I am glad to be able to state that the 

Secretary of State has approved of the 
proposals of the Georgetown Town Coun
cil for the funding of all anears of rates 
and taxes outstanding at the 31st of 
December, 1934, over a period of 25 years. 
You will be asked to pass legislation to 
authorise the raising of a loan for the 
put·pose. This arrangement will pl'Ovide 
property owners with a reasonable oppor
tunity of meeting their obligations. 

STATUTORY OVERDRAFT. 

The Secretary of State has also under
taken to approve legislation which will 
extend the statutory limit of the Coun
cil's power to borrow and a Bill to amend 
the Geor·getown Town Council Ordinance, 
Chapter 86, will be put before you at this 
meeting with that purpose in view. 

ORDINANCES Nos. 3 AND 4 OF 1935. 
Representations were made recently to 

Government urging the postponement till 
later in the year of certain of the final 
dates for payment of town rates and taxes 
prescribed in the Ordinances amending 
the Georgetown Town Council and Sewer. 
age and Water Ordinances, 1935. These 
requests were fully considered but I could 
discover no good reason for granting 
them. To have done so would have 
defeated the object of that legislation, 
namely, to provide for duly prompt 
collection of its revenue by the Munici
pality, thus enabling tho Council to meet 
its obligations without recourse to heavy 
bonowing •. 
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FINANCIAL RELA'l'IONB--GovERNMENT AND 

MUNICIPALI'rY. 
The question of increasing Government's 

annual subvention to the Town Council in 
view of the incre�sed cost of road-mainten
ance has also been raised recently. l 
intend to appoint a Committee to investi
gate the existing financial relations between 
Government and the Georgetown Town 
Council in respect to mad construction 
a,od maintenance and to the duties on 
certain licences and to make recommenda-
1;ions a,s to the rectifying measures which 
should be adopted when an improvement 
in the financial condition of the Colony 
.permits such action. It has been made 
clea1· to the Town Council, firstly, that the 
appointment of Silch a Committee at this 
time is not to be regarded as implying in 
any way that Government will act 
immediately upon such recommendations 
o:f t•he ·committee as it may approve in 
principle. On the other hand there 
appears to be nothing to be gained by 
postponing inquiry until financial circum
stances allow adjustment of the relations . 
It will he of advantage when that time 
. comes; if it finds that the problem has been 
.explored and the right solutions found. I 
anticipate that a similar step will require 
to be taken at New Amsterdam. 

Secondly, the point was stressed that no 
increase in the subvention would be made 
unless and until the collection of rates had 
been bl'Ought up to date and was being so 
maintained. 

REASSE•SMENT. 

Gove1'.nment awaits a r,eport from the 
Georgetown Town Council on the subject 
of a reassessmeu t of rnteable values. A 
Committee of that Council is in cout·se of 
considering this s11bject at the present 
time and I trust that the Town Council's 
recommcnd11tions will be received before 
long. 

TouRis·r TRADE. 

The Tourist Committee has been a.t 
work for nearly a year and has established 
an attractive Bureau on a suitable site in 
this town. Honourable Members may be 
interested to learn that, according to in. 
formation received from the Secretary, 
there has been dui·ing the first quarter of 
this year an incrnase by 7-3.3 pet· cent. in 
passenger bookings by Canadian National 
Steamships frorn Halifax and Bos-ton to 
Georgetown as compat·ed with.those of.·the 

corresponding period last year. Since 
January 1st seven parties have gone to 
Kaieteur by the overland route and eleven 
by air. Glowing accounts have been pub
lished in many cases by the returned 
travellers. The Committee estimates 
tourist expenditure in the Colony during 
the first 5 months of 1935 at over $10,000 
and are convinced that there are excellen-t 
prospects of a steady and large growth of 
tourist traffic in British Guiana. I trust 
that their hopes will be fulfilled. 

RECEN'r COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEE!!. 
SHOP REGULATION ORDINANC�,. 

The report of the Committee appointed 
to consider questions relating to shop 
hours was recently discussed by the Execu
tive Council with representatives of the 
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce. The 
discussion was useful and constr11ctive in 
nature. It is clear that the Ordinauce 
needs very considerable amendment and I 
hope that it will be possible to pass legi8 -
latiou to that effect next year. 

Hous1NG CoMMIT'rF,R. 

In October last a Committee appointed 
to consider and advise in regard to hous
ing conditions in Georgetown presented a 
valuable and suggestive report. I have 
recently directed enquiries to be made in 
the first place into the financial aspects of 
their recommendations and on receiving 
the Colonial Treasurer's comments the 
repo1·t will be t·efen-ed to th� Executive 
Council. The 'l'own Clerk, meantime, has 
iuformed Government that the Council 
are taking steps to give effect to the Com
mittee's recommendation that the Build
ing By-Laws should be revised and brought 
up to date. 

.FitANCHltiE COMMISSION. 

The Franchise Cowmission'8 report has 
been received sin.::e this Council last met 
for normal business. The changes t·eg�ird
ing qualifications recommended by the 
Commission, after ca1·eful consideration of 
theit- subject, were of a minor order in the 
direction of widening the electorate. They 
were iiccepted by Government and have 
been forwarded to the 8ecretary of Stitte. 

EtiSEQUIBO COMMitiSION AND RE-ORGANIZA-
'l'ION COMMIT'l'B!l. 

The reports of the Essequibo Commis
sion and the Medical Re-organization 
Committee at·e not yet to hand. 



i,031 President's Speech 2 JULY, 1935. .A-rnioimcements 1,032 

LEGISLATIVE CouN'dlL-DlSSOLUTlON. 

In view of the provisions of Article 69
of the British Guiana (Constitution) 
Order in Council of 1928 this series of 
meetings will be the last held before the 
Council is dissolved. If possible, I pro
pose to dissolve on July 15th thus enabl
ing the general elections to be held in 
Augµst and the new Council to meet late 
in September. That will be the earliest 
by which the draft estimates can be pre
pared for the Council's consideration. 
Even so, it is unlikely that final approval 
will have been given to them by the begin
. ning of the next financial year but it is 
my hope that in 1936 that desirable end 
will have been achieved. 

Busrni;;s�. 
The business on the Agenda is not, I 

believe, in any way contentious. I rreed 
not occupy your "time, therefore, review
ing it. The principal measure is the 
Local Government Bill relating to Village 
Councils to which I have akeady alluded. 

CONCLUSION. 

I hope that this, my first survey in 
this Council of this Colony's affairs, 
will not be thought to PlT on the 
side of pessimism. If that is its im
pression, this address will not reflect my 
mind accurately. It is true that the diffi
culties which face · British Guiana are 
stated bluntly therein and that no attempt 
has been niade to p,xaggerate the resources 
by means of which the Colony mm over
come those difficult,ies. Honourable Mem
bers, however, who are themselves aware 
of the facts, will not expect me to do other 
wise than face them squarely and to state 
them truthfully as I see them. No good 
could come of any less frank a course. 

Personally I can see no reason for 
pessimism n;i.erely because there are grave 
problems befo1·e us,· and the less so because 
those problems are solely financiaJ in 
their nature; we are happi.ly free from the 
bitter quarrels . which rend many other 
wealthier but less fortunate communities. 
Another cheering point is that, were it 
not for the unique burden whieh the 
Colony car.1·ies on account of sea defences, 
British Guiana would be soundly solvent 
and with funds ·to spare for the expansion 
of_ social services. The term " unique" 
which I .have applied to that burden is 
ju!lt_ified-- hy the fact that no other Crown 

Colony, so far as my· kno'Yledge. extends, 
is called upon to be:}r not only the cost of 
her internal development but also • that 
of preserving her very- existenq_e from 
destruction by external forces .s1_1cn' as tlie 
sea. 

'fime will, we may hope, red11{:e that 
burclen, which will be the more· easily 
borne as the economic development of our 
assets promotes industrial prosperity" and 
thereby the growth of the -revenue. Our 
chief care in the meantime must be to 
make sure that there are sound, remunei·a
ti ve prospects for any and eve1·y devel.op
mental scheme that is undertaken. It! is 
for that reason that I have laid such 
emphasis since I came to this Colony 
upon the necessity for close technical 
examination of every proposition entailing 
the expenditure of public money that may 
come before Government. Given such 
careful husbanding of our cash and of our 
credit and given also continuance of _the 
public spirited co-ope1·ation with �ovet'9-
ment which I believe animiites the· public 
mind to-day and which I will do my best 
to foster, I can see no reason against our 
looking farward to the future with deliber
ate and conscious optimism. 

Honourable Members, 
I now commend the busines� of 

this Council to you unde.r the guidance 
of Almighty God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

TUBERCULOSIS RO•PITAL AND V.O. 
CUN[,:. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Major 
W. Bain Gray): I am the bearer to the
Council of the following Messages :-

T.B. HOSPITAL AND V.D. OLINIC. 

MESSAGE NO. 11. 

Honourahle Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to invite the Cooncil to 

approve of the acceptance of the following free 
grants from the Colonial Development Fund 
which have been secured for this Colony:-

(a) £l5,330 ($73,584) for the establishment
of a Tuberculosis Hospital, and

(b) £3,125 ($15,000) for a Venereal Diseases
Clinic.

2. As regards (a) a.hove, the e.rection of a
Tuberculosis Hospital will be of twofold benefit 
to the community. In the first. place it wUI 
facilitate the isolation of advanced cases which, 
if left unattended in their homes, would be a 
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source of danger and, secondly, it will be 
possible to ensnre for the early cases oi this 
disease that rest and continuity of treatment 
which will enable them to regain their health. 
Hitherto the disadvantllges of insufficient and 
scattered hospital eccommodation have been a 
severe handicap in coping with Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

3. As regards (bl abovll, the establishment of
a Venereal Diseases Clinic of sufficient size Rod 
appropriate accommodation to deal with the 
needs of Georgetown and the surrooodin� 
districts is essential if the efforts made to com• 
bat these diseases are to be sustained. 'l'he 
lack ol a proper building planned on modern 
lines has to no small extent retarded t.he work 
done in conuexion with this all important 
aspect of preventive medicine. 

4. Honourable Members will probably re
collect the visit to the Colony made by Dr.P. J. 
Kelly, late Surgeon-General, iu the early 
months of Inst year. The object of the visit 
was to examine and advise on t.be proposals 
whinh had then been formulated for assistance 
from the Colonial Development Fund for 
medical work. Dr. Kelly strongly supported 
the proposals put for forward and gave it as 
his opinion that a new Tuberculosis Hospital 
was of paramount importance and that next in 
importance was the need for a new well 
designed building for the treatment of Venereal 
Diseases. 

5. This Government is fortunate in having been
able to obtain approval of the grants mentioned 
in the &rst paragraph above, and I recommend 
to this Council that they be accepted. If 
approved it is ant ici;ia.ted that during 1935 
about $40,000 will be spent on the Tuberculosis 
Hospital and $10,000 on the Venereal Diseases 
Clinic. 

6th April, 1935 • 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

ADDITION TO PENSIONABLE SERVICE. 

. MESSAGE No. 14. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I reiiret to inform you that, it became 

necessary for Dr. J. Ewing Chow, Government 
Medical Officer, to retire from the Service on 
the grounds of ill-health as from the 1st (If 
August, 1934, and that after a protracted 
illness Dr. Ewing Chow died on the 17th of 
April, 1935. 

2. Dr. Ewing Chow was 43 years of age on
the date of his retirement and had a record of 
J 8 years meritorious service to his credit. The 
illness which compelled bis retirement and later 
caused his death, is considered most probably 
to have been contracted in the course of his 
medical duties during 1930 and 1931. 

3. The decisicn was made recently and prior
to Dr. Ewing Chow's death that his case was 
one for consideration in relation to _the provi
sions of section 26 of the Pensions Ordinance, 
Chapter 204. With the approval of the Secre
tary ot 8tate and wiLh the concurrence of the 
Executive Council it was proposed to invite this 
Council to approve of tbfl addition of six yeau 
to the number which Dr. Ewing Chow was 
already entitled for the final calculation of his 
pension, 

4. I consider that, notwithstanding Dr.
Ewing Chow's death, the addition of years 
proposed should be made to his service for the 
finAl calcnlation of his pension anil I invite 
1hiR Council to approve accordingly. The 
additional amount of pension which will accrue 
to the estate of Or. Ewing Chow in respect of 
the period 1st August, 1934, to 17th April, 1935, 
iu; the result of the addition of years is $179.90; 
and the lump sum will be increased by $1,344, 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

25th April, 1935. 

KING'S JUBILEE SCHOLA.RSHII'S. 

MESSAliE No. 16. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to inform the Council 

that it ia proposed, in connexion with the cele
bration of the twenty-filth anniversary of Hie 
Majesty's accession to the Throne, to arrange 
for the award of two special Scholarships to be 
styled the " King's Jubilee Scholarships." 

2. The Scholarships will be open to competi•
tion by both boys and girls. One of the two 
Scholarships will be open to candidates under 
12 years of age not attending au approved 
Secondary School and the other to all candi• 
dates under 14 years of age irrespective of ·the 
school attended. 

3. In the case of candidates under 12 years,
the a.wards will be made on the results of the 
Government County Scholarsliip · Examination 
in 1935 and in the case of candidates under 14 
years of age on the resuhs of the l:iovernm,mt 
Junior Scholarship Examination in 1935. Each 
Scholarship will be tenable lor a period of 5 
yea.rs, aui will he generally subject to the 
conditions governing the award of the Scholar· 
ship named in each case. 

4. To enable effect to be given to the above
proposals, ao expenditure ot $50 in 1935 and 
$300 per annum during the period 1936 to 1910 
inclusive iB necessary, and with the advice of 
my Executive Council and the sanction of the 
Secretary of State, I invite this Council to 
approve of provision being made in the 
Estimates accordingly. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

29th April, 1935. 

REMISSION OF LICENCE DUTY. 

MESSAGE No. 17. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to inform the Oouncil 

that owing to the serious breach which occurred 
in the sea defences at Nog Eens, East Coast, 
Dem!!rara, during 1934 and the necessity for 
immediate repair,, it became necessary for the 
Public Works Department to engage under con
tract the services of privately-owned lorrie� to 
assist in transporting stone and other materials 
as there was an insufficient num her of (:fovern
ment lorries available iu the emergency. 

2. The majorit.y of the contractors at the
commencement oi the work were in possession 
of lorry licenceil which confined their operations 
to the Georgetown District, and consequently 
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when they undflrtook the special work on the 
Rast Coast they were called,• upon to pay the 
higher licence for a country distric_t (�750)-an 
increase of $550 over the licenci, for George
town. It has been possible to dispense with 
their services during the first quarter of 1935. 

3. Those who no longer desire to operate on
the Ea,t Coast h1we petitioned Government 
praying that in the circumstances the higher 
licence duty be not exacteci from them in 
respect of 1935. The pe�ition has been con
sidered by my Executive Council and I have 
been ndvised that some concession should be 
granted the lorry owners concerned in view of 
the fact that their engagement during 1935 
was for so short a pe1iod. 

4. Eight of tbe petitioners have deposited
the sum of $187.50 each (being one quarter's 
licence at tbe ra.te of $750 payable under �ec
tion 31, Item (22) (ii) of the Tax Ordinance, 
Chapter 37, ns enacted by section 14 B, of 
Ordinance No. 29 of 1931) and I have the 
honour to invite Council to authorise the 
remission of the remaining nine months portion 
of tbe licence. Tbe me of the lorries <luring 
the remainder of the year entails, of course, 
the taking out of licences appropriate to the 
districts in which they operate. 

G. ,c'\, S. NOHTHCOTE,
Governor. 

29th May, 1935. 

Prof1:1ssor DASH (Director of Agricul
ture) I am the bearer to the Council of 
the following Message :-

co:-;TRIBUTIONS TO IMPFJRl,\L INSTITU
TIONS. 

MESSAGE No. 18. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to refer to Mes saga.No. 

8 of the 20th December, 1934, and to l:{esolution 
No. XI. .'of 1934, which was passed by this Coun
cil on the !ltb of January, 1935, approving of the 
insertion in the Estimates of Expenditure of 
the following contributions to the undermen
tioned Imperial Institutions:-

(a) $528 per annum as from the year 1934 to
wards the maintenance of the work of the 
Imperial Agricultural Bureaux and of the 
Imperial Economic and Shipping Commit
tees; !!-nd . ·

(b) '$192 as one payment in respect of the
period 1st October, 1933, to 31st March. 1935
towards the work of the Farnham Honse 
Parasite Laboratory, the Biological Field 
Station (Stored Products Resea'rch) Slough, 
and the Low 1'emperature Research Station 
a.t Cambridge, East Malling and Aberdeen. 

2.' In the Message mentioned ,above the value 
of the work being done by., those Institutions 
was referred to. A· further despatch dated l !)th 
February, 1935, outlining the useful work which 
those Institutions are, continuing to perfo1·m, 
has been received from the Secretary of State 
for tlhe Colonies, and will be laid on the table for 
the information of Membe'rs. 

3. The Secretary of State. has expressed the
hope that'.thi13 Colony will contribute at the full 

rate of $1,008 per annum during the years 1935 
and 19fl6 in respect of the Institn_tions referred 
to at (a) and iu respect of the other Institutions 
referred bo at (bl the sum of Slll during the 
year 1935. 

4. I recommend to Council that the payments
ref erred to be approved. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

29th May, 1935. 

Major CRAIG : (Director of Public 
Works): I am the bearer to the Council 
of the following Messages :-

PAYMENT FOR STONE. 
MESSAGE No. 10. 

Honourable Members of the Legislati 1·e Council 
I have the honour to invite the Council to 

approve of the payment of $600 to Mr. J. N. 
Hodge in full and final settlement of a claim 
against Government in respect of 120 tons ot 
stone removed from land owned by hini in 
Leguan between June and August, 192U .• , 

2. The land was purchased by Mr. Hodge in
1912 and comprised a part of the foreshore on 
which lay deposited a considei-able quantity of 
stone forming part of an 11bandoned sea defence. 
Acting under the provisious of the then opera
tb·e Sea Defences Ordinance, No. 9 of:1913, 
Go1·ernment remover! 120 tons of stone from 
Mr. Bodge's property for use in tbe construction 
of defences against the inroads of the· ,sea. No 
provision was made under the Ordinanc,e ci,tejl 
for compensation for the removal of stone from 
any estate exceeding five acres in extent and 
for this reason U was not considered, at the 
time, th•t Mr. Hodge had any claim against 
Government. 

3. There exists some doubt,, however, that all
the stone removed from Mr. Hodge's property 
was used 3olely for the purpose of sea defences, 
and in the absence of absolute proof to the con• 
trary it is consider.iii that some onus rests on 
(:l-overnment to compensate Mr. Hodge for the 
loss of his stone which be cla.ims considerably 
enhanced the value of bis land. 

4. Mr. Hodge has petitioned Government in this
connexion, and an agreement has been reached 
whereby Mr. Hodge bas accepted the proposal 
th at be be paid the sum of $600 in I uil and final 
settlemeut of his claim. 

5. The Secretary of State has been communi
cated' with in this matter and wit.b bis concur-
1ence I invite this Council to approve of the 
payment of $600 being made to Mr. Hodge 
accordingly. 

G, A, S. NORTHCOTE, 
, Governor. 

4th April, 1935. 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND FLOOD RELIEF 
WORKS. 

MESSAGE No. 15. 

Honournble Members of the LegislativeCouncii, 
I have the honour to invite the attention 

of the Council to Sessional Paper No. 6/1935 
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containing a SLatement showing the detailed 
allorations and related expenditure on Un
employment and Fiood Relief works in 1934, 
met from an Imperial Loan-in-aid. 

·2. Appenderl to the Statement are reports by
the Dis.triet Commissioners and Heads of
Depa1tmen1s concerned, on the works carried
out, and on the improvement in the conditions
in country districts which has resultecl ,from
this expenditure. r '" 

3. The position which arose as a re5u)t. of the
floods was reported to Council in Sir E"dward
Denham's,Messa/!e No. 7 of the 24th of April, 
19,l'!, and by Resolution No. VIII. of I he 26th 
of April, 1934, the Council approved of the 
increase in the provision for Kelief vVorks 
from the original amount of $130,00G, appParing 
under Head LIi. in tbe rn:14 Annual Estimate, 
to $307,200, the total loan-in-aid app1·opriation 
then available in order to meet the situation. 
As the Council has already been informed, later 
in the year the Secretary of State approved of 
a request by Government that an nnappropria
tell ualance oj approximately $21,400, remain• 
ing on deposit frum loan-in-aid receiptq from 
the Imperial Go\'ernment tn equate the Colony's 
budgets to the end of 1932, should also be made 
available for the purpose. 

4. As stated in paragraph 7 of the Me�sage
cited, the detailed allocations in the revised
estimate approved by the Council were not to 
be regarded as final, and were to be subject to 
variation and modification as required during
the progress of tbe wr,rks. The finnl revised 
allocations are as shown in the Statement. 

5. It wiµ also be seen from the Stu.teroeut
that .the total actual expenditure on these
work�' during 1934 amounted to $309,257, and
that further expendiLure amounting to $17,117 
is to be incurred in the current year on the com.
pletion 'of works still in pro!;'ress at the close of 
1934. :This amount will be included in 1 he 
Sche�ule of Additional Provision for the first
quarter of 1935.

6. The amount by which the actual expendi
ture in 1934 on thfse works exceeds tbe original
provision in the 1934 Estimate will he incl iided
in the final Schedule of Additional Provision
for 1934, to be laid before Council for approval.

4th June, 1935. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

ADVANCES FOR SEA DEFENCES. 

MESSAGE No. 19. 

Honourable Members of the Legi!lative Council, 
I have the honour to invite the Uonncil to 

approYe of loan advances amounting to $199,210 
being made t,o the Sea Defence B.tiard in addi
tion to the ar1vance of $652,400. ,ant.ho�i_��d by 
Resolution No. Xlll. of the 31st of';January,• 
1935, making a total of $851,610, to lie expended 
on the permanent sea defences of the Colony: 
this request is in acoordance with the recom
mendations of Mr. (�. 0. Case, Con'sulting 
Engineer, which have been accepted by the Sea. 
Defence Board. These recommendations involve 
expenditure in the several Sea Defence Dis
tricts as follows :-

EasL Cu:i.st, Demerara 
West Coast, Demerara 
Esseqnebo Cuast 
Leguan 
\Vakenaam 

... $125,645 
45,565 
11,000 
5,000 

East and Corentyne Coasts, 
Berbice 12,00J 

$652,4\J0 

199,210 

$851,610 

2. Mr, Ca•e's reports have already been
printed and circulated to Members of Council 
and a copy will to-day be formally laid on the 
table. Along with Mr. Case's reports is 
_printeJ a minnte by the l.Jirector of Public 
'\o\ orks, the Chairmlln of the Sea Defence 
Board, reporting the opiuion of tbe Board on 
Mr. Case's recommendations. It will be 
noted that, with the exception of expendiLure 
recommended in respect of the islands of 
Legnan and \Vakenaam, Mr. Case's recommen
dations have been nnauimonsly approved by 
the Board. In this connexion l invite attentio11 
10 Hesolution No. XXL of the 9th of October, 
1924, passed in pursuance of Message No. 17 
of the 6th of October, 1934, by which 
the Council was informecl of the Sea 
Defence Board's estima• e of exoeoditure 
on the se"' defences of the Colony prior to Mr. 
Case's recent visit. For convenience of refer· 
ence the following figures which show the 
expenditure then estimated against each Dis• 
trict are reproduced from that Message:-
Eust Coas�, Demerara .. :\',838,970 
West Coast,, Oemerar:i. 62,800 
Essequeho ... 52,900 
Leg-uan 11,000 
W akenaam . .. 5,000 
Corentyne, Berbice L!,000 

$982,670 

Mr. Cnse's propo�als accordingly indicate a 
net saYing of Sl:Jl ,060 on that est.imn.te. 

3. East Coctst, Deinerarct.-The position with
regard to tbe East Coast Demerara District 
was fnlly reported to Council iu Sir Crawford 
Dongbs-,Tone�'s Mernage No. 9 of the 28Lb of 
Ja.nua.ry, 19::15, with reference to which the 
resolution of the 31st of January was passed 
approving of advances to tbe .Board on the 
basis of I he reduced estimate of $652,400 for 
the works in this district. 

4. West Coast, Demeram .. -It will be noted
that while Mr. Case was able to report an 
improvement in the situation on the East 
Coast, Demernra, conditions on the \Vest Coast, 
Demerara, are, on the otlrnr hand, worse, and 
in order to combat the probable results of the 
considerable cha�ges in the sea bed of this 
section of the, Coast, extensive construction 
work is imperative. To enable tbe necessary 
works to be undertaken a.n expenditure of 
$125,645 or $6�,845 more than was estimated 
when Me�sage No. 17 of the 6th of October, 
1934, was communicated, has been recom
mended. 

Essequebo.-Estirnated expenditure bas now 
been calculated at $45,565. or $7,335 less thau 
was es1imated in October, 1934, (Messa.ge No. 
17 cited above). 'With the exception of 500 .ft. 
of sea wall to replace the earth dam Zorg
Golden Fleece, estim9.ted to cost about $12,500, 
no expenditure on sea defences in Sea Defence 
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District No. l, will be un,dertakeu until the 
Essequebo Commission's repo,t has been studied 
and decisions have been taken thereon. 

6. Legucm and Walcenaaiii.-On the m:sump
tion that sea defences Me to be maintained on 
these islands the Consulting Engineer recom
mended considerably increased expenditure in 
respect of Leguan and Wakenaam-896,9U5 in 
the case of Le::!nan and :$111,070 in the case 
of Wakenaam. "'rhe Sea Defence Board, while 
satisfied as to the necessity of the works reco,n
mended by Mr. Case from a protective and 
engineP.ring standpoint, does not consider the 
expenditure justifiable from an economic point 
of view an<l has submitted 1 he matter for an 
expression of Government's policy. The matter 
has not yeL been fully considered and in the 
meantime the original estimate of the Sea 
Defence Board providing for an expenditure of 
$16,000 in these Islands has been accepted and 
included in the total estimate of $851,610 as 
set out in the opening paragraph of this 
Message. 

7. East and Goi·entyne Coasts, Berbice.-The
expenditure of $12,00U recommended for the sea 
defences of the East and Corentyne Coasts, Ber
bice, is the same as estimated in Octnber last year. 

8. Against the amount to be advanced
according to ttiese proposals, viz., $851,610, 
there is an unexpended balance of $31,815 tro:n 
the loan raised in 1933 nuder the authority of 
the Sea Defence (Loan) Ordinance. 1933, leaving 
a sum of $813,795 to be provided. 

The Council was informed in Sir Crawford 
Douglas-Jones's Message uf the 28th of January 
tbat the advisability of raisin!-( one loan to 
meet all extrnordinary expenditure on sea 
defences and such flood prevention and other 
public works, recommended by tbe Foods 
Investigation Committee, as may be appraved 
had been snggested to the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary, of ::itate bas now in1or111ed me 
that the proposal to raise one loan has been 
approved in priuciple and the method of raising 
the loan is under consideration. It will be 
necessary to finance the ex pendlture pending 
the raising of the loan, and I rrcommend that 
this Council approves of the necessary arrange
ments being made to obtain advances from the 
Crown Agents' Joint Colonial Fund. 

13th June, 1935 . 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor, 

"EX GRACIA" AWARD. 
. 

llfESSAG E No. 20. 

Honourable Members of the Legislath·e Uouucil, 
I have the honour to invite the Uouucil to 

approve of the payment of an " ex-gratia ". 
award of $600 to the children of Eden, a labour, 
er in tbe employment of Government who <lied 
on the 27th Jfebruai·y, 1935, as tho result of 
injuries sustained <>n 3rd ,August, 1934, in an 
accidenL caused by the collapse of a beam which 
was supporLing the section of the Government 
Stell,ing. at Springlaods "n which he was work· 
ing. 

2. Prior ti> Edan's death the sanction of the
Secretary of State had uee� sought to invite 
this Council to approve of the payment to him 
of the sum. mentioned above ih the special 

circumstances of the case. For some Lime 
before his death Edan was afflicted with paraly
sis of both lower and upper Jim bs due to the ac
cident. 

3. The sum of $600 has been arrived at liy a
calculation basect on the provisions of sec;,ion 5 
(1) (b) (i) of the Workmen's Compensation
Ordinance, 1934, (which will be in operation on
1st O'ctober, 1935), and is approximately• the
equivafent of the total of 42 month� wages of
the deceased less a sum of $38.40 whice he drew
as half pay during his incapacity uµ to 31st
December, 1931.

4. The Hecretary of State has. now sanctioned
the award and I invite this Council to vote the 
sum of $60U which it is proposed should be 
deposited iu the Post Office ::iaviugs Bank in 
the names of the children of the deceased for 
disbursement from time to time in such amounts 
as the District Commissioner, Berbice, may 
consider necessary. 

G. A, ::i. NORTHCOTE,
Govetnor 

2fad June, 193G. 

ECHO OF THE FLOODS. 
MESSAGE No. 21. 

Honournble Members of the Legislative Council, 
I h:l.l'e the honour to invi:e the Council to 

refer to the Supple1Dentu.ry Heport, by_ the 
Floods Investigation Committee, 1934, printed 
as Sessional l'ap�r No. 13/�4 an<l laid before 
Council on the 9th of Uctober, lll34�, , 

2. A copy of that report was communicated fo
the 8ecretary of State for tile· Colonies,,and he 
has intimated tllat the Imperial Treasury has 
agreed that money for tbe major floocl relief 
works shoulJ be raised in the same loan as that 
for sea defence works, the mflthod of raising 
which is now under consideration. Meanwhile, 
the Crown Agents for tl1e Colonies will advance 
money to give effect to certain of the recom-, 
mendatioi;,s in the ComlDitlee's report. 

3, Among the measures approved is the i:-ay
ment t,o the East Demerara Water :Supply 
Commissioners of the sum of $10,140 expended 
by them in repairing dams in conseq ltence of 
the floods, and I have the honour to invite 
Honouruble Members of the Coancil to approve 
this payment. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 

24th June, 1935. 
Governor. 

DRAINAGE OF CANALS POLDJ<.:R. 
MESSAGE No, 22. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have

4
the honom to invite the Counril to 

refer to 'the Supplementary Report by the 
Floods' Investigu.tion UomtniLtee, 1934, printetl 
a� Sess!o'na( Paper No. 13/34 and laid before 

, Council on the 9�h of O�tober, 1934. 
!.i.t A copy of that report was communicatecl 

to ,the Secretary of l::itate for t,be Colonies, and 
he has intimated that the Imperi,11 'rreasm·,v 
bas agreer! that money for the major flood 
relief works shouln be raised in the same loan 
as that for sea defence works, the method of 
raising which is now under consideration. 
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Meanwhile, the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
will advance money to give effe<1t to certain 
of the recommendations in the Committee's 
report. 

3. Included in the meaeures is the improVI!•
meat of the drainage in the Cana.ls Polder a.rea. 
This subject bas been discussed by Government 
and the Polder A1,thority with the result that 
a scheme has been preparecl, the total cost of 
which is 5181,808. (:;overnment has not yet 
given :fiaal approval to the details ol this 
scheme but an essential po.rt of it is the 
provision of a dredging plant which it will be 
necessary to obtain from the United Kingdom. 
In order that this may be obta.inecl as early 
as possible I have the honour to invite Honour
able Members of Council to o.ppr.:,ve the scheme 
at the cost stated. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor, 

24th Jnne, 1935. 

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
am the bearer to the Council of the follow
ing Message :-

MARKET FOR NEW AMS'fERDHI. 

MESSAGE No. 12. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to invite the Council to 

approve of a free grunt of £3,000 ($14,400) and a 
loan of £3,000 from the Colonial Development 
Fund to provide for Lhe comtructiou of a new 
market with latrines and a new fish market in 
:New Amsterdam. 

2. 'l'he New Amsterdam Municipality have
submitted to Government proposals for cert11in 
improvewent works iu the Town which have 
b�en Jong outstanding. The condition of the 
Muniripal Markets is far from satisfactory and 
the construction of new buildings will be a 
great improvement. It is proposed that the 
grant and the loan will be made to this Gov
ernment and by this Government to the New 
Amsterdam Town Council on the same conditions 
as those accepted from t-he Colonial Develop
ment Fund. 

3. As regards the loan each instalment will
be free of interest and repayment for the first. 
tour )·ears and will thereafter bear interest at 
the r9.i;e of :l½ per cent. per annum, repayable 
within 20 years from the elate of advance 
by the method of equated annuities covcriug 
principal and interest. 

4. l consider that every assistance shonld be
given to the Municipal Council of New Amster
dam in their efforts for the improvement of 
their 'l'own iu the clirections in,;iicated, and l 
recommend that this Council approve of the 
acceptance of Lhe free grant and the Joan on the 
terms mentioned. 

G, A. S. �ORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

'ith April, 19�5. 

Mr. MULLIN (Commissioner of Lands 
and Mines): I am the bearer to the Coun
cil ot the following Message:-

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

MESSAGE No. 13. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I hM·e the honour to invite the Council to 

approve of the acceptance of a further loan of 
£7,000 (833,600) from the Colonial De\·elopment 
Fund to finance tile continuance of the special 

· geological survey which, as liono,uable Mem
bers are aware, is now being undertaken.

2. The original loan of £9,!l98 which was
secured from the Colonial Development Fund
for a special geological survey of the Bartica·
Tiboka Triangle would hM e been sufficient to 
enable the work to continue only up to January
of this year. In view of the increased activity
and interest which have been shown in the gold
fields since these surveys were co1nmeuced it is
considered that further geological exploration
would be desirable and beneficial in stimulating
the interest evinced and in providing reliable
information for the guidance of those already
engaged in the industry and for the attraction
of capital from outside the Colony. The loan
which this Council is now asked to accept will
enable the valuable work which the survey is
doing to be continuer! for a perioi of one year
and to co,·er the salary, e�c., of the officers of
the Depa.rtrueot during the periods of leave
at the termination of the survey which will
then be due to tbem. The terms of the loan,
as iu the previous case, are that each instal·
ment will be free of interest for the first five yea.rs
and thereafter with interest at 3:', per cent. per
acmum repayable within twenty y.iars by the
metbo,I of equated annuities commencing in the
sixth year.

3. l re1?ard it of the utmost importance that
the geological survey work shouU be continued
at this important stage of the revival of the
gold iadnstry of this Colony and I am confident
that this Uouacil will agree with the wis.
dom of securing further funds for the pnrpose.
I accordingly recom Lllend to Council the accep
tance of the loan on the terms stated.

7th April, 1935. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor 

PAPERS LAID. 
Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 

the following documents on the table:-
. Final Statemeut of i::iupplementaty Expendi· 

ture for the year H/34. 
Schedule of Additional Provision required to 

meet expenditure iu excess of the Estimate for 
the year 1935; for the peri<'d 1st January to 
31st March, 19.34. 

Report of the Registrar of Trades Unions 
for the year 1934. 

Report of the Committee of the Georgetown 
Public Free Library, 1934. 

lteports under the .Food itnd Drugs Ordinance 
fo1· the half year ended 30th June, 193<l, and 
tor the half year ended 3tst December 1934. 

Report on the Georgetown ilire Brigade for 
the year 1%4. 

Fifteenth Annual Report of the Imperial War 
Gr&ves Commission. 
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lieport of the Princip:i.l of Queen's College 
for the year 1934. 

Report on the Transport and Harbours 
Department for the year l934. 

Report of the Government Analyst for the 
year 1934. 

Report of the Inspector of Prisons for the 
year 1934. 
,, Report on the Government Industrial School, 
Onderneeming, for the year 1934. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State dated 
6th November, 1934, 1·e contributions to the 
Colonial Agricultural Scholarship Scheme. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State dated 
9th March, 1935, with statement showing 
estimated total cost of Home Establishment 
of the Colonial Audit Department for the year 
1935-1936. 

Desi atch from the Secretary of Stll.te dated 
27th April, 1934, i·e free grant of £775 from the 
Colonial Developm,.nt .l!'nnd i;o enable the con• 
tinuance of the research into the moth borer 
pest -of �ugar cane for a fnrthet· period of 9 
months from 9th July, 1934. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State dated 
2nd April, 1935, confirming a.pproval of free 
grant of £700 from the Colonial Development 
Fund to allow the continuance of the resear�h 
into the biological control of the moth borer 
pest of sugar cane for a further period of one 
year from 9th July, 1935. 

Despatch da.ted 19th February, 1935, from 
the Secretary of State i·e contributions to 
Imperial Agricultural Bureaux, etc. 

Despatch from Secretary of State d�ted the 
18th of May, 1935, regarding the abandonment 
of the scheme for settling Assyrians in British 
Guiana. 

Re,i?ulations to amend the Post aud Telegraph 
Regulations, 1928. 

Regulations for the award of two British 
Guiana Scholarships in 1935. 

Regulations further to amend the regulations 
for the g11id11,oce of the Tender Board made on 
the 8th May, 1914. 

liegulatio□s governing the Uolooial Police 
and Fire Brigade Long Service Medal. 

Regulations to amend the Police .l:ti:,gulatio□s, 
1929. 

.l:tegulations to amend the Post and Tele
graph l{egnlations, 1928. 

Hegulations relating .. to the award of the 
Go\·ernment Junior Scholarship, 

Report of the Official Receiver for the yea.r 
1934. 

Report of the .-\d1uioistrators of the Patoir 
ll nod fur Lhe year 1934. 

tteport of the liritish Guiana Franchise Com
mission. 

He port of the Co-operative Credit Banks 
Board aDll on the Co-operatil'e Credit Banks 
established in the Colony for the 'yea.r 1933. 

Admioistr:i.tioo Report of the Director of 
Agriculture for the year 1933. 

l{epo,t of the Director of Public Works for 
the year 1934. 

Statement showin::r the expenditure on 
Unemployment and .Flood Relief Works for the 
year 1934, .l{eport on the works carried out. 

Reports by Mr. G. 0. Case on the Sea Defen
ces of the Colony with a minute by Major J. C. 
Craig, Director of Public Works, and Chairman, 
Sea Defence Board. 

Final Report of the Flood Relief Finance 
Committee. 

Annu:i.l Report of the Colonial Treasurer for 
the year 1934. 

Report of the Commissioners of Currency for 
the year I fl34. 

Heport of the Commissioner of Income Ta-x: 
for the year 1934'. 

Annual Repor!; of the Comptroller of Customs 
on Customs 1-tevenue Tra.rle and Shipping of the 
Colony for the year 1934. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 

notice of the following motions :-
DEATH OF MR. MILLARD. 

THAT this Council records its deep regret at 
the de:i.th of the Honourable Thomas Millard, 
C.M.G., Colonial Treasurer and ncting Colonial
Secretary, and expresses its sympathy with Mrs.
Millard and her sons.

T.B. HOSPITAL AND V.D. CLINIC. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 11 of 

the 6th of April, 1935, tliis Council approve, of 
the acceptance of the following free grants from 
the Colonial Development Fnod:-

(a) £15,330 ($73,58i) tor t,he establishment
of a Tuberculosis Hospit1tl, and

(b) £3,125 ($15,000} for a Venereal Disease
Clinic.

ADDITION TO PENSIONABLE SERVICE.
THAT, with reference to Message No- 14 of 

the 25th of Ap.-il, 1935, this Council approves 
under the provisions of section twenty-five of 
the Pensions Ordiuance, Chapter 204, of the 
additio11 of six year� to the pensiona.ble service 
of the late Dr. J. �wing Chow, Government 
Medical Officer, for the final calculation of his 
pension. 

KING'S JUBILEE SCHOLARSHIPS. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 16 of 

the�9th of April, 1935 , this Council approves ot 
provision being ma<le iu the Estimates to covet· 
expenditure to the extent of $50 in 1935 and 8300 
annually for the period 1936 to 1940 inclnsive in 
connexion ,vith the award of the King's Jubilee 
Schol1trships. 

REMISSION OF LICENCE DUTY. 
THAT, with reference to Message No.17ofthe 

�9th of May, 1935, this Council approves of the 
remission in respect of the period 1st April to 
31st December, 1935, oi licence dnty payable 
under section 31 [tern (�2} (ii) of the Tax Ordin
ance, Chapter 37, as enacted by section 14 B of 
Orrliuance No. 29 of 1931, by certain lorry own
ers employed during the first quarter of th� 
year 1935, by the Public Works Uepartrneat fo1· 
Lhti purpsose of transporting stone and other 
ma.terials in connexion wiLh the breach of the 
sea defeocesat Nog Ecns,East Coast, Demerara. 

SUPPLEMENT.ARY EXPENDITURE. 
'I HAT this Council approves expenditure in 

excess of the provision already made for the 
yea.r 1934, as set forth in the Final Sta.tement 
of Supplementary Expen•Hture for the year 1934, 
which has been laid upon the Table. 

THAT this Council approves additional pro
vision being made to meet expenditureinexcess 
of the provision already made for the year 1935. 
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as set forth in the schedul'l for the period 1st 
January to 31st March, 1935, whicb. has been 
laid upon �he Table. 

Professor DASH gave notice of the 
following motion :-

CONTRIBUTIONS TO IMPERIAL INSTITUTIONS. 
'fHAT, with reference to Messnge No. l�ofthe 

29th of May, 1935, and Hesolutiou No. XI. of 
tho 9th of January, 1935, this t.:ouncil, approves 
of the iusenion in the Est.imates of Expenditnre 
of contributions to tb.e uudennentio1red lrn1,erial 
Ins ti tu tions :-

{ct) 51,008 per annum duriog the years l9H.5 
and 1936 towards the mitioteua11ce of the 
work of the Imperial Agricnltural Bureaux 
and of the Imperial Economic and SbiF• 
ping Committees ; and 

(b) $111 as one payment in respect of t-he
pei:iod 1st April, 1935, to 31st March, 1936
towards the work of thEI �·arnbam House
Parasite Lnboratury, tb.e Biological Field
Station (Stored Products Hesearch) :::ilongh,
and the Low Temperature Hesearch Stat
ions at; Cambridge, East Mallit1g and
Aberdeen.

Major CRAIG gave notice of the follow
ing motions : 

PAYMENT FOR STONE. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. lUofthe 

4th of April, 1935, this Council appro,·es of the 
payment of $600 tu Mr. J. N. Hodge in full and 
final settlemeut of a claim agaiust Go,·ernmeot 
in respect of 120 tons of stone removed fro,u 
landowued by him in Legnan between JLme and 
I\ ugust, 1920. 

ADVANCES FOR SEA DEFENCES. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 19 of 

the 13th of June, 19l!5, this Council approves of 
advances on loans to the Sea DE>fen�e Hoard 
amounting to $199,210 (in a•ldition to the 
advance of $652,400 approved by Hesolutiou 
XIII. of the 31st of Jan nary, 193iiJ in pursuance
of section 17 (2) of the :::ie·i Defence Urdino.nce,
1933, to defro.y the cost of construction of sea.
defenC'es of a permanent character in respect of
the undermentioned Districts:-

East Coast Demerara 
West Coast Demerara ... f.\ 
Essequebo Coast 
Leguan 
Wakenaam 
East & Corent,yne Coasts, 

Berbice 

$ 652,400 
125,645 
45,565 
11.000 
5,000 

12,000 199,210 

$ 851,610 
'l'his Council further approves of the raising 

of a loan of $813,795 (being the sum required as 
aboTe, less the balance of 837,815 available from 
the loan of $120,000 raised under tbe Sea 
Defence (Loan) Ordinance, 19:33) and of arrange. 
ments being ma.de with the Crown Agents for 
the necessary advances to be made from the 
Joint Colonial Fund pending the raising of the 
loan. 

"EX G�A'l'IA'' AWARD. 
THA'r, with reference to Message No, 20 of 

the 22nd of June, 1936, this Council approves 
of the payment of an ex gmtia a.wa.rd of 8600 
to the children of Edan, a labourer, who died 

on the 27th of February, 1935.- as the result of 
injuries sustained on 3rd August, 1934, in an 
accident caused by the collapse of a beam whi�h 
was supporting the section of t�e llovernment 
Stelling at Springlands on wb.icli he was work
ing. 

ECHO OF THE FLOODS. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 21 of 

the 24tl, of June, l!J35, this ()ouncil approves of 
the payment to the East Demerara WaLer 
Supply Commission!)rs of the sum of $10,140 
spent loy them in repairing dams in consequence 
of the floods of ,1934 to be met by loan ; and 
further approves of tbe necessary advances 
being obt!l.ined from the Crown Agents pending 
the raising of the loan. 

DRAINAGE OF CANALS POLDER. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 22 of 

the 24th of June, 1935, this Council approves of 
expenditure of a sum of f,181,808 on ·a scheme 
for improving tlie drainage of the Ca.nals Pol
der tu be met by loan ; and further apprnves of 
the necessary advances being obtai.::ed from the 
Crown Agent� pending the raising of the loan. 

Mt·. McDAVID gave notice of the 
following motion :-

MARKET FOR NEW AMSTERDAM. 
THAT, with reference to Message No. 12 of 

the 7th of April, 1935, this Council aµproves of 
the acceµtance of a free grant of £3,000 and a 
loan of £B,OUU from the Color!ial Development 
Fund to provide for the construction of_ a new 
marlrnt whh latrines and a new lish market iu 
New Amsterdam, the loe.n to be free of iuterest 
for the first four years and thereafter at the 
rate of il-} per cent. per annum repayable within 
20 years after the date of advance by the 
method of equated annuities coveria,\' principal 
and interest. 

Mr. lYIULLIN gave notice of the follow
ing motion :-

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 
THAT, with 1eference rn Message No. 13 of 

the 7th of April, 1935, this Council approves of 
the acceptance of a further loan of £7,000 
($33,600) from the Colonial Development .Fund 
to finance the coutin,iance of the geological 
survey for a fur1her period of one year on tbe 
terms set out in the 71-fessage referred to. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Notice was also given that at the next 
meeting of the Council the following Bill 
would be introduced. and read a, first 
time:- -\ , 

• A'-. 

A Bill to amend tho Spirits Ordinance, Chap
ter 110, by making provision for a temporary 
cessa.tion of distilling operaticns for a perio:l 
not exceeding lour weeks. 

A Bill to amend the Georgetown Tuwn 
Council Ordinance, Chapter So, with rospect to 
the borrowing powers oi the Cuuncil. (The
Colonial Secretcwy). 

A Bill to amend the law relating to pensions 
by repealing the pro\'ision for the abatement of 
pensions of re-employed pensioners. 

A Bill to amend the Civil List Ordinance, 
Chapter 52, with respect to the salaries which 
may be paid to oflicers. 



1,047 Unofficial Notices 2 Jur.Y, 1935. Petitions 1,048 

A Bill to amend t�e Shops Regulation Ordi
nance, Chapter77, to ·authorise the restriction 
of the sale of malt liquor and wine and the time 
of opening of -hotels, retail spirit shops and 
taverns on any day appointed for the holding 
of the election of a member of the Legislative 
Council. (The A ttoi·ncy-Geneml). 

A Bill to amend the Stamp Duties (Manage
ment) Ordinance, Chapter 43, by making pro
vision with respecu to the discontinuance of the 
use of dies and stamps. 

A Bi.11 to allow and confh:ni certain additional 
!!Xpenditnre incurred in tlieiyear ended thirty
first day of December, 1934. 

A Bill to appropriate the �upplies grnnted in 
the last session of the Legislative Council. 

A Bill further to amend the Transport and 
Harbours Ordinance, 1931, with respect to 
appropriatiO'll by the Boarct of the revenues of 
the '')epartment. 

A,Bill to allow and confirm the expenditure 
incnrrecI; in the years 1929, 1930, 1931 and 1932. 

A Bill to amend the law relatiug to income 
tax with respect to shipping profits and the 
admis�ion of �!aims for relief in cnses of double 
taxation. 

A Bill Lo empower the Georgetow11 Town 
Council to fund tbe total amount outstanding 
in respect of unpaid taxes and rates which have. 
been levied during the years 1933 and 1934 under 
the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance (Chap
ter 86) and the Georgetown Sew�rage ancl \Vater 
Ordinance, (Cb apter 96) and the Georgetown 
Sewerage and Water Ordinance, 1930, and in 
respect of unpaid ratepayers' debts under the 
Georgetown Improvements Rates (Fnnding) 
Ordin.ance, 1932, together with interest thereon, 
and also to make provision for the payment of 
such taxes. rates s.nd ratepayers' debts and 
interest.( Mi·. McDavid). 

A Bill to amend the Customs Duties Ordin
ance. Chapter 34, with respect to the rates of 
duty on forest product@. (]Jifr D•Andradel. 

A Bill to ameod the Local Government Ordin
ance, Chapter 84, with respect to the constitution 
of villal!'e councils, the election of village coun
cillors and matters connected therewit.h, and Lo 
make provision for regulating the procee'1ings at 
elections. (Mr. Lai11g1 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 
Mr. ELEAZAR gave notice of the 

following motion :-
DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION. 

THAT Government. b� respectfully requested 
to forward to His Majesty's l'rinciralSecretary 
of State for tbe Colonies the petition of the 
inhabitants of t,be Colony to be lnid on the table 
praying for effective drainage and irrigation 
schemes for the coastlands in terms of a motion 
accepted by Government at the Fifth Annual 
Session of t.his Council. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR gave notice of the 
following questions :-

CULTIVATION AND EXPORT OF BANANAS. 
l. \\That steps are being taken to encourage

the cultivation of bananas for export ? 
2. Are the 'Jovernment aware that the Gros

Michel type can be successfully cultivated in 
commercial quantities. ? ,c 

3, How many trial shipments will be made 
during I 935 and to what markets? 

(b) StA.te the approximate number of stems
of Gros Michel and CA.vendish intended for.ea.ch 
market. 

4. What arrangements have been made with
steamsb:ps agent� for economical ca.rriage of 
the fruit? 

(a) to ·the United Kingdom.
(b) to_Caba!la.

6. What;•"il.rrangements have been made for
the sale of tbe fruit in each tif bhese ma.rkets? 

6. Would Gc,vernment eonsider the negessity of
rendering ea1·ly financial assistance for the 
proper establishment of the industry ,along the 
tollowing lines:-

Ca) for the experimental cultivation of 
selected plots, 

(bl for assisting the forma.tion of an Asso. 
ciation of banana gro\\·ers and exporters 

(c) for aclvances to farmers through a market
ing organisa.tion ?

WIRELESS LICENCES, &C. 
I. How many wireless receiving licences have

been issued in ea�h of the years 1!!33 and 1934 
and to June 30, 1935? 

2. What steps are being taken to control rn.dio
interfe, ence in Georgetown and New Amster. 
dam thus ensuring reasonably good reception. 

3. ,vhat precautionary measures llre taken in
the installation of receiving sets to eliminate 
fire risk? 

SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS 
l. What are the s�laries attached to the offiees

of Post mas, er of Georgetown, New Amsterdam 
aod Snddie? 

2. Has there been any change in the male of
s11laries since the l928 schewe ca:me into opera
tion ? 

3. What is the salary paid to t.he recently ap
pointed Postmaster A.t Suddie ? 

4. H this officer is atpreseutreceivinga salary
below the minimum nuder the 1928 Scherue, 
won Id Goverument make the necessary provision 
in the Estimates for theadjnstment of bis salary? 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. ELEAZAR laid on the table a 

petition to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies from inhabitants in the Colony 
praying for effective drainage and irriga
tion schemes. 

Mr. AUSTIN laid.on the table a peti
tion from Moses A. Jack praying for a 
pension in respect •of his service in the 
Transport Departme_nt • 

• 

lVfr. WILLE\ laid on the table a petition 
from Samuel Forbes praying for a com
passionate allowance in respect of services 
as a labourer at V reed-en-Hoop stelling. 
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ORDER OF THE DAY. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. GO:N SALVES asked the following 

questions of which notice had been previ
ously given :-

MOTOR TRAFFIC AND INSURANCE. 

(a) Public Works Department.
(b) Transport and Harhours 'Department;• \
(c) Public Hoapita.ht (incluaing Ment'u.l Ii.rid

Leprosy Ho3pitals). 
( d) Police. ·• 

2. Uive each Department separately.
3, Would Governmi:nt·Ja.y oh the table stock

lists in connec>-ion with l(I) showing quantities 
and respective values lot the information of 
Members of the Council? How soon will Government introduce into the 

Council. and have passed, tbe long promised 
Bill for the better regulntion of motor traffic, 
especially in Georgetown, and making provision 
for third-party insurance with reference to mo• 
tor buses ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARj' 1:'eplied
as follows :- · 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 
as follows :-

1 & 2.-The Stores accounts of {;overnment 
Departments are not required to be kept in a 
form which would differentiate between stocks 
on hand i:urchascd locally and through the 
Crown Agents. 1.-The Secreta.ry of State has intimated 

that a model Ordinance providing for these ma.t
ters will be forwarded to this Government. This 
is awaited. 

BARTICA-TIBOKU ROAD. 
l. How many men are at present emyloyed

on the Bartica-'l'iboku Road ? 
How many so employed are Natives of this 

Colony, and how m1my are Islanders? 
2. Is it true that a good number of Islanders

are being given prl\ference on this work to the 
detriment of unemployed :Natives of this Colony? 

3. Are the men on this road-work emploJ ed in
shifts? If not, why not ? 

4. Will Government take step, to permit of as
many as possible of unemployed men of this 
Colony being given employment on the said 
road-work and not restrict the wcrk to a limited 
few? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 
as follows :-

1 & 2.-299. 283 are Natives of t,he Colony 
and 16 are Islanders. No preference is given 
to Islanders. 

3.-See answer to Questions 1 & 2. 
Mr. WONG asked the following 

tions standing in his name :-
PURE WATER SUPPLY. 

ques-

I. Is Government aware of the fact that in 
the populous island of Wakenaam, which is 
without, any natural stream to furnish a supply 
of potable water, the two artesian wells have 
for several years ceased to flow? 

2. Will ,;ov�rnment give an undertaking·
to recondition the aforesaid wells as soon as the 
drilling plant now at work at Parika is 
available? 

3. If the undertakirJg asked for in Question
2 cannot be given because the programme of 
expenditure for tbe current year has already "' 
been settled, will '3overnment promise to carry 
out the work, or as much of it as possible, out of 
any savings that may be made on the estimated 
exper.ditnre for Pure Water Supply for the cur
rent year? 

4. [f no undertaking can be given in rel(ard
to this year, will l:overnment make some effort 
next year to restore the potable water supply 
of the unfortunate inhabitants of Wakenaam? 

Major CRAIG replied as follows:-
1.-The answer is in the affirmative. 

3 & 4.-Employment is not rnstricte,.l to :i. 
limited Jew, bnt considerations of cost of trans
portation to and from the scene of operations 
and progress of the work preclude frequent 
changes of employees being made. 2, 3 & 4. Go,·ernment is proceeding with as 

much, work as can be carried out wiLh t,he funds 
Mr. DE AGUIAR asked the follow.ing . av�ilable. No undertaking can be given in 

questions of which previous notice had ·'this matter at present-the programme for 
been aiven :- . 1_935 having already be�n settled. Cousidera• 

· 0 
: t,1on will, however, be given to the needs of 

CROWN AGENTS' SUPPLIES, _,Wakenaam wl:en the programme for 1936 is 
1; What is the value of merchandise or-· under prevaratio::. 

dered through t.he Crown Agents on hand as at . . . 
December, 31, 1934, or the last date of stork- The Council adJourned until t.he follow-.
taking in 1934 for the following Departments :- ing day at 11 o'clock. 


