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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Tuesday, 11th July, 1944. 

The Council met at 12 noon, His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon 
Lethem, K.C.M.G., President, in the 
Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mi. 
W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.E.E., 
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E., 
( Georgetown North). 

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, KC. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western 
Essequibo. 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
I'emerara). 

The Hon; H. N. Cl'Itchlow (!\Tomi
nated). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Aw,tin, 0.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.
(Georgetown South). 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Penwpq-a-�ssequibo), 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus ( Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North 
Western District) 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, 0.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. A. M. Edun (N ominatecl). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the previous meet
ing of the Council held on Friday, the 
7th day of ,July, 1944, as printed and 
circulated were taken as read and con
firmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM !MPERTAT, 

GOVERNMENT. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members 
of Council, - I should wish 
briefly to record two matters 
of interest here. The first con-
cerns the question of financial assistance 
from the Imperial Government to the 
Colony. My attention has been drawn 
by a personal letter from the Colonial 
Office to the proceedings in the House 
of Commons on the 15th March and 
debates on the 16th May and the 6th 
June. My attention was thus invited 
with direct reference to the proposal 
pressed upon this Government by the 
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce that 
steps should be taken to end or mini
mise all such financial assistance. My 
letter points out that it has been made 
very clear in Parliament for example, 
by the Secretary of State on the 15th 
March last and still more explicitly on 
the l6th May that jt is the int�ntion 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS' 

EMOLUMENTS. 

The second point to which 1 would 

of His Majesty's Government to review 
the provisions of the Colonial Develop
ment and Welfare Act in the light of 
the experience gained, and-and this is 
the important point-in view of the 
doubts which that experience has 
thrown upon the adequacy of the sums 
which it provides. This is the exact 
phraseology u�ed by the Secretary of 
State. 

wish to refer is that touching the 
improved emoluments of Prima1·y • '� 
School teachers. The Director of Edu- • • 
cation has brought it to my notice that · t 
certain sections of the body of tea..:hers 

It is clear therefore, that the 
present policy of H.M. Government is to 
seek in due course Parliamentary 
authority both for an increase in this 
scale of provision of the present Ad as 
well as extension of the term of years 
so as to allow for longer continuity in 
policy. It is emphasised to me that 
there has been no dissent in any quarter 
of the House of Commons from these 
implications: on the contrary, they 
were received with applause. 

That does not mean that we are 
any the less under the · obligation to 
attempt to the very utmost to be self 
sufficient in our own annual recurrent 
expenditure, but it does mean that 
there is no reason for us to fear that 
the very necessary assistance-requiren 
in this colony to a degree that cannot 
be too much insisted upon -will not 
be forthcoming for "capital equip
ment," to use the Secretary of State's 
excellent phrase, in so far as His 
Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom can foresee it. That is exact
ly the policy of this Government so far 
as I am responsible for- it, to secure 
the supply of just that, the greatly 
lacking "capital equipment'' of this 
Colony. 

I think it is necessary for us to 
bear this point in mind clearly in view 
of certain misunderstandings which 
appear to . have been aroused by the 
visit of the Members of Parliament and 
by subsequent ventilation in the George
t9wp Cnamqer 9f Comr11erc;�. 

are representing that there is delay 
and obstruction in bringing into effect 
the recent report approved by Members 
of this Council in discussion. I wish 
to disabuse the public of any such fool-
ish idea. The matter requires the pre-
cise approval of the Secretary of 
State and it is altogether wrong and in 
fact outrageous to expect that he is 
either prepared or able to deal with a 
matter of this importance without con
sideration and scrutiny, particularly in 
the light of facts and conditions of 
·which the Colonial Office has a much
better knowledge than we have. Th!'.
Secretary of State is not only the
protector of the rights of Government
servants individually, but on the 
reverse side of the picture he has a very
considerable responsibility to scrutinise,
and not merely to accept and sign on
the dotted line what a local Colonial
Government or its Legislature may wi:<h
to put forward in any matter affecting
the public service.

When submitting the recommenda
tions of this Government to the Se::re
tary of State in April/May, I certain
ly did not expect an immediate 
tE:legraphic reply. I would not have 
made that demand and I would 
have regarded it as unrea3on-
able. Members and the public know 
that as far as I am concerned and 
this local Government we have pushed 
forward this matter with the utmost 
possible celer�ty, conJsistent with .any 
real kind of consideration, and that wa,1 
the reason for the appointment of a 
special committee rather than leaving 
it to the slower moving Educational 
Development Committee. I am · afraid 
t}1a,t the teacllers I!!l1St realise tha.t a�
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with all public servants this question 
of alteration of remuneration cannot be 
and never will be put through except 
with considerable deliberation, not ·Jnly 
within the Colony but within the 
Secretary of State's office. I would 
remind Members of Council that that 
office and the officer,3 working in it 
are again subjected to the present 
threa.t of destruction from the ai1· and 
if there is anybody who should regard 
with tolerance the difficulties under 
which our people are working in 
London it should surely be most by 
those who live in safety. 

Those of the teachers who cannot 
realise these thing.s can only alienate 
the smypathy of those who wish them 
best and are working harde,st on t.heii· 
behalf. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

FRANCHISE COMMISSION"S REPORT. 

The Council resumed the debate on 
the following motion:-

Whereas the Report of the members of 
the Franchise Commission appointed on 
the 26th day of May, 1941, has now been 
laid on the table, and has alrn been 
printed and made public for the inforn1-
;:tion of the community in general: 

Be it Resolved, that the ner.essary 
steps be taken by Government to give 
effect, if so advised, to the recommimd
ations of the said Commiss;an but more 
particularly to those : elating t1J the quali
fication of electors or to make decisions 
with respect to all or any of th;,, said 
recommendations. 

Mr. JACKSON (resuming): . Sir 
would like to continue my re:ma�·k::; 

tuclay by making some slight reference 
to the speech delivered by the hon. 
�ominated Member, Mr. J. A Luckhoo. 
1 would like to thank him on behalf of 
myself and the other signatories of the 
majority report of the Commission for 
the fine compliment to us in the speech 
he made. There has been no doubt 
con::;ide1·able work in connection with 
the Franchise Commis,,ion, and to hear 
from o�e so we!) s1tt1fit!:ld. fi.lld so w�ll 

qualified to express an opinion, that 
the report was well prepared and 
presented, is to me, and I am sure to 
the other members who signed the 
majority report, a source of great satis-· 
faction and appreciation. 

I desire, if I may be permitted, to 
refer to one point of difference which 
exists between the hon. Member and 
myself on the question of admitting 
Ministers of Religion to membership of 
this Council. My friend the hon. 
Nominated Member stated that there 
was a great deal of spiritual degenera
tion, and he thought that the ministers 
could be better occupied in trying to 
reduce that. I take it that the minis
te·rs of the Gospel have been labouring 
for the good of the community all. these 
years, and if there is spiritual degen
f:ration I do not think keeping them out 
of the Leg·islature would cause a change 
in that direction. I rather think that· 
in the Legislature they would be in a 
better position to speak with authority 
and, if necessary, to give threats, which 
they might folJow up in i.heit· high po13i
tion, to those who were not behaving· 
as they thought properly. 

I wish, however, to compliment 
the hon. Member on his conceding tu 
women a place in the Legislature. He 
said he would not like to see two minis
ters of different pe1,suasions contesting 
one seat. I wonder ,vhat reactions he 
would have to a husband and wife 
contesting the same scat. To my mind 
it would be a far more difficult situa
tion so far as this Council and the 
Colony are concerned, and perhapc; it 
might end in the Divorce Court. Per
haps when the hon. Member thinks of

that he will withdraw his objection to 
ministers being eligible for election to 
the Council. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I think the lms
band would withdraw in favour of his 
wife. (laughter). 

Mr. ,JACKSON: There 
qther m�tt�r I ,vo11lq like tP 

is one 
refer tq 
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in connection with the hon. 1',iemher's 
speech. He referred to this Council 
as a moribund Council. I cannot con
ceive with such able men in this Coun
cil as the Deputy Pi'esident, the hon. 
Nominated Member himself, the Mini'l
ter of Agriculture ( if I may so term 
the hon. Member fo,r Central Demen1.ra 
-(M1·. deAguiar), and the Officials of 
this Government, how we can look upon 
this as a dying Legislature. If he 
refers merely to the number of years I 
would remind him that the extended 
lifo of the Council was conditioned by 
the war. It was distinctly asked in 
this Council whether in the cireum
s.tances of the war it would be well to 
proceed with a new election, or whether 
the present Council t>hould go on, and 
we decided that the Council should 
tontinue. If I am not mistaken the 
same condition obtains in Parliament. 
I take serious objection to the hon. 
Member's reference to this Council as 
a moribund Council. I am of the 
opinion that this Council is quite com
petent to deal with this matter; first 
of all to have its views represented to 
the Secretary of State and so far irn 
those vie,vts 01· portions of them are 
�,ccep,ted, to pass legislation to give 
effect to the decisions arrived at. I 
do not think it would be fair to hav,� a 
new Council deciding issues which will 
spring from the new Constitution to be 
established. 

I also wish to make some observa
tions with regard to the speech of the 
hon. Member for Essequibo River (Mr. 
Lee). There is a matter which is con
stantly cropping up in this Council, 
and when one thinks that it has already 
been squelched it is brought up i.lgain. 
I refer to the statement made tim2 and 
again and stressed over and over, that 
the hon. Member for Essequibo River 
and the hon. Member for North-V{este,rn 

·' District (Mr. Jacob) had traversed the
country from end to end and addressed
every constituency except those in
Georgetown and had resolutions passed
in the various Divisions. It is very
won1e1·ful how those two hot1. Members

could continue to stress a theory which 
has already been exploded. Those 
resolutions were referred to on one 
occasion as half-baked, from the fact 
that one of the hon. Members re3pon
sible for them said that he had 
drafted and another had amended 
them. Those resolutions were sent 
to the various constituencies with 
the request that they should be 
adopted. My experience of the people 
in the various districts is that if 
you summon a meeting the most 
unintelligent of the people would 
rush to it, and you can tell the.m 
anything. You put a r,esolution before 
them and it i.s accepted. 

The hon. Member 1or E.ssequibo 
River said that at those meetings there 
were more non-·voters present than 
voters. Exactly wha,t he intended to 
impress upon this Council I do not 
know, but the impres�ion he made upon 
me was that the people who attended 
those meetings were in the main non
voters, and that they were not n�ally 
the people who count in the dis,tricts. 
So tha,t whern those resolutions were 
passed by thos·e non-voters they wf.re 
really passed by those who did not repre
sent the intelligent sections of the com
munity, and the less we hear of those 
resolutions in this Council the better it 
would be for those who drafted them 
and thrust them down the throats of 
unwise and willing people who simply 
did what they were told. I may adcl 
that, naturally, numbers of people are 
attracted to such meetings by sheer 
curiosity, and I am sorry that legisla
tors like the hon. Member to whom I 
refer should allow thems'elves to be 
deluded into the idea that those people 
really care ha' penny for their resolu·· 
tions. They simply go there to have 
some fun and to pass resolutions they 
are asked to pass. 

May I for a moment turn my 
attention to the hon. the Sixth Nomi
nated Member (Mr. Edun). So far as 
his minority report is concerned, if the 
issues were to be decided by this 
Oounc;il I >ihoulcl not wo1,r;,r to make an�r 
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remarks about it, but as your Excel
lency desires to have the opinions of 
Members placed before the Secretary of 
State, perhaps I may be permitted to 
say that, deprived of its trappings and 
clenud�d of the mannerisms of the hon. 
Member, there only remaii1 two point� 
in his minority report which may be 
considered worthy of consideration. 
One of them is the matter of univel'sal 
adult suffrage. I do not think that any 
words of mine are required to show the 
futility of that minority report, and to 
satisfy this Council that universal adult 
suffrage could not properly be gr • .:i.nted 
to the people of this Colony at this 
time. I think those Members who have 
>Spoken in opposition to the remarks 
made by the hon. Nominated Member 
have exploded the idea he has put forth, 
and if there was need for a vote to be 
taken on the question now I think he 
would find himself left sevel'ely alone. 

The other point in his report is 
with respect to the extension of the 
electoral districts. If an extension is 
considered necessary it will be made, 
but I cannot see that there was any 
need in this minority report for any
thing of that kind. 

I will conclude my remark, by 
emphasising the point made by the hon. 
mover of the motion, that thP repo1t 
which is signed by the majority of the 
members of the Commission was very 
carefully considered clause by clause, 
and •every opportuni'tY' was taken to 
permit membe1ss who disag,reed to take 
objection and convince the Commission 
of the wisdom of their objections. From 
day to day the report was scanned and 
scrutinized. Attention was paid to 
the literary construction of it, and over 
and over again the members of the 
Commission sat with patience and d.ue 
regard for the responsibility placed on 
them. While others were thinking that 
the report was very long in coming out, 
those who were charged with the high 
duty of preparing it were sitting care-

. fully over it, and I have no doubt that 
those of us who listened and tho3e of 

the public who read the remarkable 
and excellent exposition given by the 
Chairman of the Commission on that 
report are quite satisfied that it was 
not prepared in a hurry, but that much 
care and thought were expended np,m 
it. No words of mine would be 
adequate to compliment the Chairman 
not only on the care and attention he 
has given to the report, but on his 
tact, his prudence and his patience 
in presiding over the delibera-
tions of the Commission. There were 
many points which, if I had been 
placed in his position, I would have 
brushed aside as being totally unnec
essary. I compliment him on the fact 
that he endeavoured on all occasions to 
go into each point very carefully and 
tc, show very great respect for the 
utterance of the members of the Com
mission. 

Then when we had all very care
fully co'nsidered everything in connec
tion with this report we decided to 
sign it as it now appears before us. 
I venture to say, sir, that this report 
will be accepted by this Council, that 
the major portions of it will be accepted 
by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and, I think too, sir, that when 
the Secretary of State's acceptance is 
giv·en with any advice he may offer, 
this Council will thank the Chairman 
and the members of this Comrni3sion 
for the results of their effo1,ts. 

Mr. ROTH: Sir, I am in general 
agreement with the major report, as I 
am satisfied that it was only si.gned 
after due and careful consideration 
had been given by the signatories, 
but I cannot subscribe to the insin ua
tion of certain hon. Members to the 
effect that these signatories attempted 
to draw red herrings across the trail 
so as to cloud the fasnes which, they 
allege, were repugnant to them. J am 
firmly convinced that the time is not 
ripe for the introductinn of universal 
adult suffrage although the recommen
dations of the majnrity report fall 
very short of such a suggestion. But 
universal adult suffrage or not, there 
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must be a literacy test and in English. 
This is neither an lndiat., African, Port
uguese nor Chinese Colony, but Brit.h;h 
Guiana where the official and every
day language is English. English is 
the language of communication 
between the peoples forming th� 
population. I am of the opinion that 
in the recent past there has been too 
much pandering of sectionalism. If 
a person of the nationality of anothP.r 
country happens to be born in a,nd mak
ing his living in British Guiana but yet 
hankers after the customs and usages 
of the country of his ancestors, iet 
him go to that country and not attempt 
to force those customs upon a commu
nity that is bravely trying to become 
homogeneous and establish its own 
attraction as British South America. 

With regard to the admission of 
Ministers of Religion into this Council, 
I have some doubt as, to the advisability 
of it. It does not necessarily foll0w 
that because a custom is suitable 
to Great Britain ipso facto it is suit
able to another countrv. I mav be 
ultra-conservative, but · neverthele;s I 
believe in the cobbler sticking to his 
last and the parson to his pu !pit, 
(laughter). In the sepa,rate memo
randa attached to the report the hon. 
Member for Demerara River (Mr. 
King) has given it as his view that 
this honourable Council is no place for 
women. That is as it may be. But 
the case of women, I submit, is not on 
all-fours with that of Ministers of 
Religion in regard to seats on the 
LegiRlative Council. From their very 
nature women look at life from a 
different point of view than that 
discerned by men. Very often she 
St'es points which mere man is not even 
aware of and, I think, that the admis
sion of women to this honoura.ble 
Council will be not only a very practi
cal but, I may mention, an ornamental 
advantage. 

In conclusion I wish to asso'!iate 
m:vself with those hon. Members who 
in no gentle terms joined issue with 

the hon. Sixth Nominated Member 
over the gross misstatements contained 
ir1 the minority report in which he 
mentioned that the East Indian com
munity provides 98 per cent. of the 
producing population of the country. 
You will recall that during Friday's 
debate the hon. Member in question 
on two occasions ro:;;e to a point of 
correction. On the first occasion he 
bravely assel'ted that in the absenee of 
other figures he maintained that his 
were the correct figures, but when the 
verbal ba1,rage became too hot for the 
hon. Member he bluntly explained that 
what he really meant was agricultural 
producers. Does the hon. Member 
seriously maintain that 53 per cent. 
of the population, that is th.e fi:ve 
peoples other than East Indian$ 
comprising the community, provide only 
two per cent. of the workers, agricul
tural or otherwise? The idea is so 
preposterous as to be laughable, tragi
cally laughable, and the sooner the hon. 
Member realises he cannot bolster up a 
bad case with exaggeration, distortion 
and misrepresentation, the sooner he 
will obtain the posi-tio,n of a reputable 
and creditable leader of the people. It 
will be recalled that during the debate 
the hon. Member more than once tossed 
about a well-known cliche of American 
origin. For his most earnest 
consideration may I remind him of 
�.nother phrase also of American origin 
-"The land of the free and the home of 
the brave." 

"You may fool some of the people all 
the time; 
You may fool all the people some of the 
time, 

But you cannot fool all the people all 
the time." 

Mr. SEAFORD: Rising to speak on 
this motion now before the Council I 
do so fully conscious of the effect this 
dE\bate and this motion may have on the 
future of this Colony, and I think that 
bas been appreciated by the ma.icrity 
of the speaker,; who have taken part in 
this debate. I say that because I 
think the standard has been higher on 
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this occasion than I had heard it for 
many long year,s in this Council ,vith 
one or two exceptions. ¥.. e startec'l off 
on a very high plane-a plane which 
has been set by the hon. mover 0£ the 
motion-and I would like at this stage 
to congratulate the hon. Member for 
New Amsterdam on the way he put the 
motion and on his speech. It was a 
very able speech, - a very carefully 
prepared speech and, I may say, an 
extraordinarily statesmanlike spe�ch. I 
have heard the hon. mover speak on 
many occasions in this Council, but I 
do not think that on any occasion have 
I admired what he has said more than 
on this occasion. Not because I 
agree with most of his views, hut simply 
the statesmanlike, straightforward way 
he put the case without any bias what
ever. As I said, the majority of 
Member.s have realised that also, and I 
am afraid that was one of the causes 
for the rather long speeches we have 
had. When I heard the hon. Fifth 
Nominated Member suggest in his 
speech that a time limit should be set 
on speeches in this Council, I said 
'· }{ere, here. I agree." It seemed in 
listening to some of these speeches 
that if some Members thought more ancl 
8poke less we would get on very quickly. 
It reminds me of what a girl once said 
and that was "How can I tell you what 
I think until I have heard myself speak." 
That seems to me to be the ca:se with 
some speakers here. They are carried 
:iway by their own oration. 

I congratulate the mover of this 
motion, but one of the speakers-I 
ihink it was the Sixth Nominated Mem
ber-referred to him or to his speech 
as being fossilized. I see in th'3 minority 
report by the hon. Member he says in 
referring to the Commission;-

"Of course, it will be admitted that 
many of the members of the Commission, 
including the Chairman, are adherents of 
the old school of thought and their minds 
having been set, it is difficult to infuse, 
new ideas into them. . . ." 

I do not think the hon. mover 
need worry about that, as he ii; in 
very good company indeed. I think I 
saw a leading article the other day 
emanating from the same gentleman. In 
that article reference was made to our 
ve1·y wonderful Prime Minister and very 
able President of the U.S.A. that they 
are too old to . be infused with new 
thoughts and ideas. Practically the 
same words he used about the Commis
f<ion. Though, as I say, I do not think 
the hon. mover need worry too much 
because he is in very good company 
nn thi,s occasion, I was rather amused 
after hearing what he said about the 
Prime Minister and President Roose
velt to read in his report:-

", ... and while 'the entfa·e British 
Commonwealth . and other Democratic 
Nafions seem marching on to a wider orien
tation of human values and human rights 
as enunciated by President Roosevelt and 
Prime Minister Churchill, in accordance 
with the principles of the well-known 
Four Freedoms. . .. " 

What a contradiction? One day 
we get one thing and another day we 
g·et another thing. I think the Prime ., 
Minister and President Roosevelt will 
survive it a11. The hon. mover in his 
speech said that he thought we should 
try and avoid all thought of sect and 
race and pull ourselves together. This 
is a Colony where we all mix together 
and there should be one thought, and 
that is we are all Guianese. I will not 
refer to .the hon. Member for c�ntral 
Demerara who has put it in another way 
but meaning the same thing that we 
should all pull together-" all foi- one 
and one for all." With that I entirely 
agree, and I do deplore the speech made 
by the hon. the Sixth Nominated Mem
ber. Although he did say-to use hi& 
words-that he disliked racial and 
sectional representation, yet immedi
ately after he went into a terrific 
diatribe of practically all races and 
all sects. It was impossible to follow 
what he was getting at. He even 
concluded his speech by saying that he 
represented this class and this sect. 
The sooner we realize in this Council 



375 Pranchise ii JULY, 1944. Com. Report.,' 376 

and this Colony that we are all in the 
same boat and -we have got to pull 
together, the better it would be for 
all of us. 

While on that minority report I 
desire to endorse every word that has 
been spoken by the hon. the Seventh 
Nominated Member with regard to that 
extraordinary statement that a certain 
sect represents 97 per cent. of the 
producing population of the Colony. 
As has been said, the hon. Member did 
hedge on being got at and said he meant 
agricultural workers. B11t we have 
seen that hedging before and we know 
what it means. How he has the 
effrontery to expect people to believe 
figures like that is beyond me. It is 
just on a par with the rest of his 
minority report and, I am sure, this 
Council will take it as such. We have 
heard, sir, a good deal said about meet
ings held all over the countryside by 
two Members of this Council and the 
representation they have got, and the 
question was also asked as to how 
many Members have been to the elec
torate to get a mandate from their elec
tors. But this report which we have 
got in front of us has been issued by 
the Commission which, I think, repre
sents very fairly all sections of the 
population. Here we have a report 
issued by these ladies and gentlemen 
dealing with this Franchise question. 
As far as I can see they have been all 
°' er the Colony to hear the views of 
various people in the Colony, and they 
have stated in their report:-

"We began our deliberations on the 
19th day of June, 1941, and have held 45 
meetings altogether, viz: 37 in the· city of 
Georgetown, the capital of the Colony, 
1 each in the Suddie and An1na Regina 
villages in the county of Essequibo, 2 in the 
Town of New Amsterdam and 1 each in 
the villages of Whim and Springlands in 
the county of Berbice, 1 in the isla,nd of 
Leguan, and 1 in the village of Bartica ... " 

Surely, the members of this Com
mission who have travelled throughout 
the Colony and hesides that have 
received written evidence from many 
people in the several parts o-f the 

Colony-I have in front of me figures 
showing that the verbatim report of 
Commission comprised over 400 pages 
of printed matter-are cnmpetent tct 
speak for the people of the Colony. I 
consider, sir, that the report is a reflec
tion of the views expressed and a gen
eral feeling of the opinion prevailing 
throughout the Colony, an<l as such I 
am prepared to accept it. We have heard 
so much about these meetings in this 
Colony that we know what value to put 
on them. Instead of accepting the 
views represented by them I am pre
pared to accept the views given by the 
Commission. I was a little bit bother
ed to understand the whole report 
because it is signed by every member 
of the Commission and then a little 
further on-a few pages-about five 
members have issued a mi.nority report 
absolutely contradictory to what has 
been said in the other report. I also 
see other minority reports-

The PRESIDENT: The 
are not called minority reports. 
are memoranda. 

others 
They 

Mr. SEAFORD: What are they? 

The PRESIDENT: MemoTanda. 

Mr. SEAFORD: There may be 
difference in the words but there jg no 
difference in the' sense. The hon. Mem
ber for Essequibo River (�r. Lee) 
dealt rather lengthily on this question 
of what is called universal adult 
suffrage. Making his point, he admitted 
that the franchise hail been 
extended very considerably and that 
it will embrace a far greater 
number of people than before, in fact a 
very large_ majority of the people in 
the Colony. He also admitted that 
there are very few today who are not 
earning $10 a month, but a.:'ked "How 
do we know they are going to get $10 
a month two or three years hence?" 
In fixing the franchise that can only 
be done on the rates, wa·ges and salaries 
existing at the time. It is impossible 
for anyone to conceive what may happen 
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a few years hence. Wages may go up 
or go down, but there is one thing 
I am certain about and that is they 
will never go down to what they had 
been in the past, and I do feel that 
that argument has no merit in it what
ever. We must take the salaries and 
wages ruling at the time. 

On the question of universal adult 
suffrage, we have heard various speak
ers here claiming that it is the only 
correct thing and that they _have a 
mandate for their constituents. The hon 
the Sixth Nominated Member gave it 
out that he got a mandate from variom, 
people, but I see in the report para
i;raph 39 says:-

' There will be fou,1d attad1ecl to this 
Report a c0111siderable number of printE'd 
circulars addressed to the Secrt!k·u-y or 
this Commission and purporting to be 
signed by various individuals in different 
centres of the Colony, expres,;;ing a dE'Sire 
to give evidence before us. 1t was under
stood by us that, if they had don.,1 so 
they would have advocated the introduc
tion of adult suffrage r.he popular refer
ence by which the proposal is known aud 
referred to. These individuals did not 
eventually appear as witnesses-being 
content to be representerl hy one! or more 
delegates to the Man-Power Citizens' 
Association of whicih they 1-11·1;1 said to be 
members. It was elicited from these 
representatives that f-he cl.rcular had 
betn p1·inted at the instance of the Asso
ciation and distributed among its mem
bers 'in various parts of the Colony. It 
has been contended by Mr. Edun w,110 
is the President of thEI Association, and 
also a llltlmber of our body that there 
is thus disclosed, in point of numbers, 
a numerical superiority of individuals 
who are in favour of the adoption of 1mi
versal adult suffrage. 'J1here may be 
such a prepondtltance, but i.n the course 
of our examination of the delegates 1t 
was elicited�and the claim was 
allowed-that the support of the signa
tori(;\S-even where genuine-/h,ad been 
procured l)y the organisation concerned 
in support of their propaganda that these 
workers and producers as a class sliould 
be granted an unqualifiE>id right to exer-
cise the Franchise ........... " 

I ask hon. Members to read that 
and take that carefully to heart-it had 

been prepared by this As1;0ciation in 
aid of their propaganda-and that waf'\ 
admitted by them. The hon. Membe1 
was privileged to contradfrt it but he 
never did so and, therefore, I take it as 
being true. We have been told where 
Wb get our information that all the 
people of this Colony want universal 
adult suffrage. To put suC'h a thmg 
forward is too preposterous for words. 
I agree with what has been stated here 
in the majority report by this Fran
chise Commission. They go on to 
say:-

''We a.rt, ready and willing to con
cede that this very large, section have 
in th,;,lir midst a considerable number 
of both sexes who, though handi
capped by lack of education of any 
kind, are possessed of more thau 
au everage amount of intelligence ...... " 

That, I presume, is the illiterate 
shopkeeper who makes more money 
than the illiterate worker. The 1·eport 
goes on _ to say: 

'' ...... but wi,, cannot admit the claim 
that these persons are capable of 
exercis'ing their votes with the same 
judgment and unbiased clEJcision that 
the educated classes of the population 
may be expected to employ in their 
support of suitablt! candidates for 
election to the Legislative Council; 
nor are we satisfied that they can be 
depended upon to exercise the fran
chise freely and/or independently ......... " 

That I am entirely in agreement 
with. It simply means that these 
people will be the tool of unscrupulous 
political agitators and also be the tool of 
societies who will prccure their votes in 
support of their propa,ganda. I am in 
agreement too with the suggestion 
here about litera.cy test, and I agree 
also with the opinion expressed by the 
Commission: 

"If, as is generally accepted, it is 
the ultimate aim of the Imperial 
Government, as soon as circumstances 
l)ermit of her doing so, to confer on
her Colonies the right of self-Go��:i •1 ment, It can be mo,·e ,eadlly acb!,� 
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by the adoption of tihe policy Wf:J have 
advocated than by fostering any 
increase in the number of registE.�·ed 
voters by the indiscriminate admission 
of large numbers of unlettered p1;;1r
aons to the franchise. We are unable 
to accept the view that such an 
expedient would hasten the accom
plishment of the rmperial plans; ancl 
indeed we are inclined to t11e belief 
that such a movement would b1;;1 one 
of the surest ways of postpon,ing, and 
perhaps defeating, its att.ainment." 

With all that I am ah;o in entire 
agreement. I do feel that at least this 
report recommends a very much wider 
franchise than obtained in the past and 
that the number on the register will be 
considerably increased. I think the 
coi-rect thin.g is for us to feel 
our way instead of jumping into the 
middle of the ocean, as I feel the other 
step would be. Let us feel our way. 
There is one thing that I cannot agree 
with the Chairman of the Commission 
on, and that is I do not think it will be 
fair to disfranchise those who have i;he 
vote already. I do feel that those who 
have been able to express their vote 
ought to be allowed to retain it. Their 
numbers are not large. I think you 
are taking away a right from an 
individual which he already possesses, 
and that is not fair. 

We come to the other question as 
to whether this Council is moribund or 
otherwise. In other '.'lords, whether 
this Council should be retained under 
the Bill dealing with the new franchise 
or not. In my oprn10n, thirS Coun
cil should remain constituted as 
i1 is until this new register has been 
brought into being. I feel that by 
having an election now en the old 
register you are defeating the object of 
this report. I feel that what this 
report really recommends is t.he 
widening of the Franchise, and by 
doing· that you may g·et a chance in the 
constitution of this Council. That is the 
recommendation here aud I think it is 
up to that new body to bring into law 
any change it may wish in the Con· 
stitution of this Colony. I feel, sir, 

that there should not be an election 
until you have prepared the new register· 
on which to base the election. We 
have been a long time on this debate 
and I do not propose to take up more 
time. I do hope, whatever is the 
outcome of this debate on this very 
able report we have before us from 
the Commission, that it will be for the 
benefit of this Colony and for all the 
people of this Colony. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I support the 
l'eport of the CommisGion in it.;; 
entirety. I have signed it and I have 
heard nothing from any Member nor 
read anything in the nawspapers of 
what Members have said which should 
in any way influence me to change my 
opm1on. I do not propose to go 
through the various reports, minority, 
or otherwi,se. Those who signed them 
are entitled to their own opinions and 
their own views. Whether I am des
cribed as an adherent of the old school 
of thought, as the Chairman evidently 
thought he might have been, I would 
rather be so described and follow in 
the footsteps and the guidance of the 
Chairman whose advocacy has been 
commented on by several Members. I 
do not think it would be extravagance 
of thought or language to fay that we 
expected it of him. I feel that it would 
be fortunate for this Council and the 
community when we have many Mem
bers of the calibre of the hon. Member 
who has been through the stress and 
fire of 40 years of political life. He 
has ripe experience and knowledge of 
the various changes which have taken 
place in the Constitution of the Colony, 
and we should not lightly discard :�n)' 
advice he has given us. You, sir, our 
Government, and the Imperial Govern
ment have recognized his qualities in 
appointing him Deputy President of 
this Council. I have been indebted to 
him on many occasions for what I 
considered sane advice. The fertility 
of his brain not only produced some
thing of the old school but something 
of the new school of progressive 

thought in which we are about to enter. 
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I think the political framework or 
structure we are about to be committed 
to is indissolubly mixed with the econ
omic position of the Colon)', and as fu 
as I am concerned I am going to 
throw the responsibility on the Secre
tary of State to decide for us what 
Constitution he thinks this Colony 
deserves. I say that because, after all, 
he is the last court of appeal, and in 
the end the person who will decide. 
We shall watch, and watch with care, 
his decision which should and probably 
will give us some idea as to the econ .. 
omic future he predicts for this Colony. 
I do not say for one mome:1t that therr: 
will be a breach of faith. At least I 
trust not. I wish to recall the words 
Your Excellency used in your address 
to this Council, which perhaps give ur, 
some idea as to the trend of thought, 
in this matter. You were then dealing 
with the progress of this Colony and 
with the future of the Colony, and you 
referred to the fact that you ,vere a 
British taxpayer. You 8&id that if 
your policy was wrong ··we must con
fess defeat and failure propel'ly to 
carry our heritage." Therefore, let us 
give the Secretary of State the final 
opportunity to decide for us what sha11 
be our heritage, which I say is indis
solubly mixed up with the political 
framework. 

With regard to the question 
whether this Council should decide the 
issue, I feel that it should be left to the 
new Council to be elected under the 
new franchise to be granted by the 
Secretary of State. I say that because 
if we went to the electorate now on the 
present electoral rolls we would come 
hack either on the platform of the 
majority report of the Commission or 
on the minority report supporting the 
the introduction of universal adult 
suffrage. What would we come back 
here to do-to decide whether the 
Council should continue for a year or 
two until the new electoral register is 
prepared? We would then have to 

· have a General Election a year or two
thereafter, or perhaps as soon as the

new electoral rolls are made, to decide 
whether we should sit here or those 
who displace us. It seems to me 
unnecessary to have two elections 
immediately succeeding each other. I 
think we should have a decision from 
the Secretary of State and then proceed 
to prepare the new electoral rolls as 
expeditiously as possible. After that 
we should go to the country. 

I would like to refer to one or two . 
matters in a general way. You, sir, 
have repeatedly appealed to us as 
Guianese. In the speech you delivered 
quite recently you asked for co-opera
tion. I take it that those gentlemen 
who are so keen and forceful in their 
representation for the introduction of 
universal adult suffrage have in mind 
the ultimate goal of self-government. 
Self-government for what and for 
whom? Is it to be self-government on 
a national basis regardless of race, 
colour or creed? Is it to be self
government only for a particular sec
tion of the community? If we are going 
forward with the view that we should 
achieve self-government, not today but 
7 or 5-0 years hence, it should be self
government for Guianese regardless of 
race, colour or creed. There are at 
present six East Indians sitting around 
this table. Are we told that five of ' 
them do not represent the community 
and that one particular member repre
sents the community? I have not neanl 
any Mem!ber say in .support of univer
c1al adult suffrage that not one of those 
Members should be classed as a mem
ber of his race. It seems to me that that. 
in itself envisages that there is in this 
community an attempt, and a serious 
attempt, at amalgamation and co-opera
tion of all races. It is unfortunate 
that only recently this hydra-headed 
monster has been thrown at us....:...this 
general pressure being made by the 
East Indian people. We have had 
reasons advanced by hon. Members 
that in certain ways the East Indiar: 
community, or certain members of that 
community, have not progTessed like 
other races. 
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I do not think I should say very 
much more, but I hope they will realize 
that the decision arrived at by the 
Secretary of State will be arrived at for 
the Colony as a whole and not for a 
section of the community. I hope that 
when that decision has been made this 
Council will be given an opportunity to 
discuss it in full before it is put into 
effect. 

The PRESIDENT: As every 
Member of the Council present has 
already spoken

1 
I would ask the hon. 

mover if he desires to make any further 
comments on the debate. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Sir, I feel it 
my duty first of all to thank hon. Mem
bers for their very gracious and gen
erous references to me and the remark:; 
1 made in submitting to them the 
motion I have for their considered 
opinion. In an Assembly where lavish 
praise is not a conspicuous feature of 
the contributions of Members to the 
individual efforts of each other, those 
references will always remain with me 
not the least interesting �nd pleasant 
recollections of my very long service 
in this Council chamber. I am more 
than gratified to know that I wa� 
persuaded to table this motion. It is 
not usual for a Chairman to do so, but 
it has produced, if I may say so, a 
resnrgence of public interest in this 
Colony, and I think it ha:.i animated 
some Member.s of this Council to 
take a deeper and wider interest 
in the public affairs of the Colony 
generally. Many of the contributions 
that have been made have been 
extremely valuable, and I have no doubt 
that in your usual way, sir, you will 
record them. I know of no one who 
could be better entrusted with the 
presentation to the Secretary of State 
of the miind and attitude of the Coun
cil in relation to this very important 
debate. 

The position as I see it, is that 
there is some slight divergence of 
opinion on the decision that ought to 

be taken by the Secretary of State. It 
is very difficult to reconcile the views 
of some hon. Members, bt1.t I should 
like first of all to remind the Council 
that in considering both the change or 
the proposed change of the Constitution 
to be given to the is,land of Jamaica, 
and the question of its franchise, I find 
on reference to a note which I had not 
,vith me at the time of speaking on the 
motion, that it was conveyed in a des
patch by the present Secretary of St.ate 
for the Colonies dated February 10, 
1943, to the Governor of the Colony 
,vho was then Sir Arthur Richards, and 
was published as a White Paper. After 
outlining the Government's offer 
Colonel Stanley writes that it undoubt
edly represents ·' a far-reaching con
stitutional advance.·, His despatch 
concludes:-

"In formulating my pruposals I have 
!JeE:.IJ.J. actuated by the desire to meet. 
as far a,s possible Lhe views placed 
before me on !Jehalf of the l)eopleci of 
Jamaica, •to bring cuntruvel'SY to an 
end and to create an ittmosphere:1 in 
which tile post-war problems of the 
Island will be faced in the spirit of 
mutual co-operation and gooclwill. It is 
in that spirit thiat I hope my proposals 
will be considered both in tl1e Leg,is
lative Council and elsewhere. I shali 
be glad to receive from you an early 
report, andi I hope in the light of the 
repo1·t, to be a.ble to proceed 
immediate:Qy with the pr8paration in 
detail of the 11ew Constitution for early 
submission to His Majesty the I<ing." 

Those proposals, which affect the 
constitutional position, advocate a 
House of Assembly of not fewer than 
24 Members elected on the basis of 
universal adult suffrage. That elec
tion has not taken place yet, but I 
believe it to be imminent--some time 
towards the end of the year. It is also 
proposed that there should be a Legis
lative Council of 15 Members nominated 
from officials and unoffici,ils, and an 
Executive Committee of 10 Members, 
but five of those Members shall be 
chosen by the House of Assembly on 
the basis of universal adult suffrage. 
I shall not worry the Council with 
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further details, but what I have 
referred to gives some Idea of the posi
tion in the island of Jamaica which has 
often been quoted by honourable Mem
bers as a model which we should adopt. 
lfniversal adult .suffrage has not yet 
been brought into existence in the 
island of Jamaica. It may be the 
decision of the community when those 
general elections take place. At any 
rate, we should not anticipate the judg
ment of the people of that Colony who 
are entitled to make their own decision. 

With regard to what I regard as a 
very important feature of the recom
mendations of the Commission hon. 
Members have pointed out that in its 
actual verbiage the recommendation 
with regard to the qualification of 
voters does not appeal to them. The 
hon. Nominated Member on my left 
(Mr. J. A. Luckhoo) has referred to the 
existing disqualification which is to be 
fcund on page 12 of Volume 1 of our 
present laws. It reads:-

"26 No person shall be entitled to 
be registered as a voter if he-
( l) Cannot read and write some lan
guage-"

The words "some langu,1ge'' include 
the Indian dialects constantly referred 
to in tbis Council. Hon. Members who 
served on the Commission know that 
we had at our disposal a return show
ing the composition of the Legislatures 
in the West Indies, British Guiana and 
British Honduras, and an examination 
of the various provisions that exist in 
other possessions of His Majesty's 
Empire, and I invite honourable Mem
bers to consider how far the recom
mendation which is made by the Com
mission on this subject is in conflict 
with what obtains elsewhere. In 
Jamaica the matter is disposed of in 
this way-that one of the qualifica
tions of an elector must be ,''being 13. 
male, has attained the age of 21 years; 
or, being a female, has attained the ag-e 
of 25 years, and is Ii terate." That, of 
course, is open tQ argument as to what 
literac;Y means, Jn At!tiglia, D9minic3,, 

Montserrat and St. Kitts-Nevis there 
is the peculiar provision that no person 
is entitled to be registered as a voter 
who ··has not written his/her name and 
the date on the registration claim." It

i::; a dangerous provision. It would 
certainly be a dangerous one to adopt in 
this Colony if we have gained any 
Pxnerience from the number of petitions 
addressed to Members from time to 
time in which the similarity of signa
tures is quite apparent, and the num
ber of petitions which must have 
reached you, sir, in the course of your 
travels even in the interior. They 
follow you even there. 

Then there i.s the prov1s10n in 
Trinidad and Tobago that an Elected 
Member must be "able to read and 
write English." I emphasize those 
words because the community in Trini
dad is much the same as ours with a 
large number of East Indian immi
grants. In Sierra Leone an elector 
must be able to read and write English 
or Arabic. The Commission decided 
to adopt as far as possible the phrase
ology of the Fiji constitution which 
says: "Can read ana write a simple 
sentence and s,ign his name in any Pne 
of the following languages &c.'' to the 
'satisfaction of the officer charged with 
the duty of registering voters. It is 
quite apparent that if you simply 
allowed a claimant to state "I can speak 
English'' the Registering Offic<:r would 
be bound to accept the claim and the whole 
electoral system would be destroyed, 
because one. could not be certain that 
the registration claim is what it 
purports to be. 

On this question of literncy, assum
ing that it is not to be the test, I would 
ask hon. Members to consider what 
would be the position of the electorate 
of this Colony. No one has referred to 
the fact that, assuming that the East 
Indian population, both males and 
females, took adv,antage of the extend
ed franchise under universal adult 
suffrage, we should have the position 
tl1at Ea�t Jndi3,11 women wou!q be 



387 Franchise 11 JULY, 1944. Com,: Repo1·t 388 

entitled to be registered as voters. Let 
us be fair to ourselves. Is there any 
Indian member of this community who 
would deny the fact that the wives of 
illiterate East Indians, or women with 
whom they live in familiar 1·elationship, 
are not entirely under the dominion of 
their husbands? Aren't they people 
,;,,·ho are very la1,gely in bondage? Are 
they free people? Isn't it not frequent
ly claimed by their leaders that their 
proper place is in their homes? l 
asked a witness before the Commission 
what he thought would be the attitude 
of a husband, or a person who stood in 
that position, to the female resident in 
bis house who wished to register her 
vote or to vote. Did he think she would 
be allowed to do so? He said "No". 
He did not think she would be allowed 
to. I think that in that position you 
would have a large number of illiterate 
people who have no idea why their 
names are on the register, and who 
may. if coerced into doing so, be made 
to vote for the candidate suggested to 
them by the male occupant of the homrn. 
That would be equivalent to piural 
voting. 

Are we going to legislate for 
factions or sections of the community? 
I appeal to the East Indian Members 
of this Council to say whether I am 
speaking with accuracy or not and not 
giving a fair picture of what the posi
tion is in this Colony, anrl whether it 
would not be an undesirable state of 
things to admit, to the register, without 
some time elapsing at any rate, the 
illiterate East Indian women of thi3 
community? In my opinion they are 
the people who have been very imprope1: 
Jy treated in every possible respect? 
I know of no women in the world 
·whether the reasons are due to religion
or custom, who have been subject to
such indignity, and it is amazing
to me how they have stood it.
Their docility of character and fine
sense of duty have allowed such n
8tate of things to continu�. Some of
them are improvinir as a result of con-

tact with other races, and I do he,pe 
that in the course of time what is sug
gested -to be denied to them today, i.e.,

admission to the register, will be 
secured to them for their children, and 
put a period to what I think is a very 
unhappy state of things. 

With regard to the claim put for
ward by some of the Members that 
women should only be allowed to vote 
and not be admitted to membership of 
this Council, there is a lady present 
here today who was a member of the 
Commission. Would anyo!le deny that 
that lady is qualified to be a Member 
of this Council? I do not think anyone 
will be found to do so. There are others 
in the community. A lady appearerl 
before the Commission and expressed 
her views on the Constitution with 
great e:i.se and facility, and showed 
strange familiarity with every aspect 
of our Constitution. I have especially 
in mind the hon. Member for Demerara 
River (Mr. A. G. King) whose lean
ings towards the fair sex has been a 
very prominent feature of his life 
(laughter), but I do not think his 
popularity with that sex is going to be 
maintained by his ob.iection to their 
bein� made eligible to become Member;: 
of the Legislative Council. It must not 
be assumed that every woman is going 
to be elected to this Council. What is 
b'ue of the male part of thn reg-ister is 
equally true of the female. 

I must refer to some of the 
remarks made by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Edun. I have been antici
pated in doing so by the remarks 
of other Members. Since he became 
a Member of this Council I 
have heard frequent references to his 
111a.,gnum. opus entitled "London's Heart 
Probe and Britain's Destiny", and he 
was kind enough to say that I had not 
produced a book. I do not claim to have 
produced a book, but I have taken pnrt 
in a great many publications. But the 
only one with which we are concernerl 
is the one before us. the one Qf which 
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1 am very largely the author. lVIay I 
invite him to consider how very closely 
tile title of his book fits this report? 
This is "Guiana's Heart Probe." This 
work is the "Destiny of British Guiana.'' 
I do not know what induced him to 
publish his book in London or to appeal 
to the public, but I do know this: In 
many cases, in all his references, in all 
his speeches, in all his writings and even 
in the minority report and in his refer
ence to this Council he seems to take 
a very great and undying interest in 
m:v fortunes. He has in conjunction 
with other Members stated how much 
he reveres me and appreciates what I 
used to do very many years ago. I do 
not know what particular infirmity 
affects me at the moment, and I would 
like to know if with all these shortcom
ings why should he and others who 
belong to his party have invited me to 
he Chairman of the Political Party 
which he hoped to frame only a few 
months ago. Let me give him a little 
advice. I am said by him to be in my 
political dotage, I am old enough how
ever to know something. I have seen 
enough of men who have been darinv 
enouirh to produ�e one publication. 
Tradition says of them, the.v are apt to 
be afflicted with hubris, which is a 
form of insolent pride which affect� 
the minds of people who think they 
have reached the pinnacle of success. 
·whenever he wishes, and whenever I
am not in the position of occunying
the Chair to which Your Excellency
has none me the honour of appointing
me hut sitting- here and enjoying a
position of greater freedom and less
responsibility and the hon. MembP. ;·
does me the honour to refer to me in
any of his sneeches, he will find I am
ready to reply.

The hon. Member speaks of 
democracy. We have seen an instance 
of democracy. Let me explain to the 
hon. Member what democracy means. 
If he looks at the definition of demo�
racy-I want to be correct and so I 
hav� takeIJ. the troubJe to refr�sh my 

memory from the Oxford Dictionary
he would see it means "Government by 
the people direct or representative." 
The hon. Member belongs to the latter 
class. The latter definition of democ
racy is "the politically unpri vi!eged 
class." I will give an idea of what 
democracy means to Members like the 
hon. Member. I have heard the hon. 
Member say during the course of his 
speech that he regretted he was a 
Nominated Member and would have 
preferred to be an Elected Member. 
That is the gratitude the hon. Member 
shows to democratic nomi.natfon in 
doing him the honour of appointing 
him to be a Member of this Council on 
behalf of the politically unprivileged 
class,-the workers, the producers, the 
people whom he refers to. "The halt, 
the maimed, the blind" were brought 
here as I saw when we lasrt met, anrl 
made to take seats in the public gallery 
in the Chamber to listen to an oration 
which, no doubt, they knew nothing 
about, but at what seemed a very 
appropriate moment when the hon. 
Member was not s.a:ving one word 
about universal adult imffrage his 
speech was punctuated by the applause 
of these persons in this Chamber. 

Mr. EDTTN: May I interpose to 
say that I did not speak when thi� 
people were here. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: It was the hon. 
Member for Essequibo River, (Mr. 
Lee) who was speaking. The hon. 
Me�1ber, I know, delivered his speech 
t0 an empty hall, but it seemed to be 
part of his policy as I saw it, the 
Secretary of the Man-Power Citizens' 
Association being also there. I was 
not referri-ng to him but t-o the others -
the people with the rice bags over their 
shoulders and the other man with the 
pole who was limping-who were 
punctuating with applause the speech 
of the hon. Member who thGy no doubt. 
I 1·epeat, thought was speaking about 
l[niversal adult suffrage. I had 
exp()cted ? better f,xhlbitiori 9f Ju�g-
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ment than to bring about a show of 
this kind. I only hope that when the 
time comes for me to retire I shall 
retire, but I hope never before I retir� 
to witness a reproduction of that ugly 
scene. 

I do not know th�t there is any
thing else I can refer to, except the 
Education question, the · paragraphs 
dealing with the condition� of things 
at that time when Sir Alexander Swet
tenham was here. I recalled his 
administration then and since. Hardly 
any occasion ever arises in this Coun
cil on thh, subject but particular refer
ence is made to the neglect of the 
Government in providing opportunities 
for the education of East Indian 
children and to the treachery of the 
planters in not providing the necessary 
school buildings for their education. 
In those days it was compulsory under 
the Ordinance for the planters to have 
school buildings for their education. 
and they did their duty, but as the 
population grew the accommodation 
became limited. It is no longer their 
obligation to do that. I have searched 
all over the records in this building. I 
have invited everyone I thought who 
could give some information on the 
subject, I have seen the matter com
mented on and debated here, but I 
have never been able to get sufficient 
information from the Government side. 
The hon. Nomina.ted Membe1·, Mr. 
Jackson, gave a part of the story and I

thought it was my duty to insert the 
particular reference embodied in this 
report, because it is a true and exact 
picture vouched for by a dornment viz: 
the absolute original circular furnished 
to the Education Department of what 
really did take place. It shows quite 
clearly and exactly what was the com
promise arrived at. Did it not affect 
the African children too? Why should 
it always be said by way of propaganda 
trat it only affected the E2st Indians? 
The children of those day:{ were made 
by their parents to go to w()rk because 
the parents were poorly paid. If that 
11tnterrient was m�de, if tl1e East Jndj?in 

leader.s of this community had empha
sized what I consider the very low and·. 
degrading pay that was given to the ' 
East Indian immigrants�one shilling· 
per day and compelled to work six days 
per week and prosecuted if they did not 
and fined $5, or seven . days, and not 
paying the fine being sent to prison
one could understand their atti-tude. 
Those were days in which I lived. When 
I was sixteen years of age I visited 
more than one estates. f know the 
conditions as well as any East Indian. 
Those were days when we had ve1·y

important planters, as ignorant as the 
people. When I say so, I mean ignor� 
ant educationally. 

Although we had that condition of 
things it was considered proper for 
them to be able to subsidize immigra
tion. They could not do any better. 
The people were willing to come and 
they were willing to accept their ser
vices like any manufacture1: or indus
trialist today. Any manufacturer or 
industrialist who wishes labour and 
can procure it cheaply will do so. 
Let us not look backward at the past 
but look forward to the future. Let us 
look forward to what will happen as 
the result of this CommissiC>n. 

I am of the opinion that the Secre
tary of State for the Colonies should be 
asked to consider every feature of this 
debate and to advise only. That advice 
will be respected and in my judgment 
in the light of what constitutionally 
has been the position, elsewhere he will 
refer it again to this Council, and the 
attitude of this Council should be to 
consider that advice. I consider that 
will be a part of his duty and before 
it is embodied in the Order in Conncil 
because that is still possible-the Order 
in Council is not suspended- before any 
decision is made. Even if the Council is 
in entire agreement with the Secr�tm·y 
of State's proposa!,s, I think that the 
people of this Colony have a right to 
demand that the Electives go to them 
and put the position before them to 
determine what in their opinion is be,;t 
for th.eTJ"'!. (Ai;,plause), · 



393 Franchise LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Com. Report 394 

The PRESIDENT: Members of 
the Council, I would wish in the first 
place, to express my personal gratitude 
to all Members of the Council who have 
spoken and, if I may say as others 
have said, at such a high level. The 
speakers include all the Member:; 
of the Council here today, except the 
hon. the two Official Members who 
have declined with thanks my invita
tion to commit thernselV3s on such 
questions as Adult Suffrage and as to 
whether they would welcome as col
leagues in this Council ladies and 
ministers of religion. 

I am very sure that it has been 
well worth while to hold this clebatz 
and that it has been of the greatest 
value to me and to the Members them
selves, especially when we come, as may 
well be, to consider this matter agc1.i,1 
with the iegislation before us. I shall 
take a complete copy of this debate 
verbatim with me to England and it 
will be of the greateGt use in dis<:lls
sions there. I trust I ma:v be able, as 
the hon. the Deputy President sug
gested, adequately to represent the 
views of the people of this Colony. 

It may be that I shci.11 have to 
anticipate in my telegram some account. 
of the position to the Secretary of 
State and to express therein the gist of 
opinion in this country and in this 
Council, and with my comments. This 
debate will have indeed helped me. 

One remark I must make, and that 
is, that in discussions in London and 
in any decisions founded thereon, 
racial or sectional considerations will 
not enter. I repeat that, and say that 
considerations touching racial sections 
of the community will not be allowed 
to be major factors in influencing 
decisions on a matter of common 
citizenship. 

I said that I would have to take a 
copy of this debate with me and '.I 
regret that in it this very matter has 

been so prominent. But I also appre
ciate the effective manner in which 
answer was made to it, particularly 
perhaps, by the hon. Member for East-
em Berbice. 

I still more regn�t it on general 
grouna::1, and 1 take t11is oppormnil:y to 
say so. When the East Indian com
munity has a good case, as I think it 
certainly has a good case ·vis-a-vis 
this country and this Government and 
t•is-a-'v·i11 this Colony and the Secretary 
of State, why spoil it by consistent 
over-statement and by shrill aml 
unbalanced insistence? That can only 
discount. it can only delay the bringing 
aliout of these better conditions which 
they and their friends-and I count 
myself among their friends-are so 
anxious to forward. 

In conclusion I would wish to 
express particular appreciation of the 
manner in which the oqerous duty in 
this matter of the Franchise has been 
discharged over this long period of time 
and again in this Council by the Deputy 
President. 

In accordance with my arrange
ment with him we arc not proceeding 
to the vote but will record the motion 
a1> withdrawn. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I beg leave 
formally to withdaw the motion. 

Mr. deAGUIAR: I second that. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

TEACHERS' SALARIES 

The PRESIDENT: I had said l 
would give the hon. Member for 
North-Western District an opportunity 
to ask a question on something I said 
at the opening today. 

Mr. JACOB: I have no desire 
to ask any question, but I would like to 
confirm almost every word you stated 
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I about the teachers. I have a do,:u-
�ent here which I would like with 

your permission to read. It says: 

"That the teachers ou a whole are 
abundantly satisfie<l with Your Excel
lency's untiring efforts on their behalf 
and do not attribute any delay to 
yourself. 

'•That they are, howevt�·, alarmed 
over the announcement. of your 
impending departure anJ hope that 
that would not mx:essitatl'l any further 
delay. 

•·That the junio1· 3.ssistants are
really and truly in need flf immediate 
relief and enquiry on tlrnir part should 
not be interpreted as unr�g,hteousne•3S, 
or failure to appreciatE:J what is being 
clone here and in Eng-land, but rather 
as a means of giving them a chance 
to live. 

•'That the truth is that tlHJ much 
underpaid junior assistants receive 
little or no infonn,itiO!l from the 
"moguls'' of the British Guiana Teach
ers' Association all of whose actions 
are veiled in �ecrecy, hence g·iving 
rise to ·dissatisfaction and even sus
picion.'' 

This, Your Excellency, is at1 
authoritative statement handed to me 
by some of the teachers concerned. 

Mr. SEAFORD: To :1 point of 
order! Are we going to start a debate 
on this? 

The PRESIDENT: Unless the 
hon. Member wishes to move formally 
a motion on which everyone can speak, 
l ask him to be quite brief. 

Mr. JACOB: t ,urJ..derstand Your 
Excelleircy' would have madP. the· state
ment which you did this morning and 
1 was asked to assure you .that no 
blame is attached to your Government 
l'or what has been stated to me, but the 
teachers would like to be advised when 
they would be able to receive these 
increased salaries promised them. , As 
I have already mentioned this is an 
authoritative statement by a number of 
teachers, and as a member of the Edu
cation Advisory Committee I have been 
asked to say something in the matter. 

The PRESIDENT: J appreciate 
the spirit in which that has been put 
forward by the hon. Member, and I can 
only state tha:t as far as I can say, I 
certainly hope my leaving the country 
in the next few days will have nothing 
to do whatever with any delay or hold
ing up of this matter. I can only say 
that this Government is pressing it a3 
hard as it possibly can. But we must 
give the Secretary of State appropriate 
time for his scrutiny. I do not think 
that there should be any undue delay, 
but I am afraid that I cannot state 
specifically any particular step or 
make any particular promi:;e. We must 
just go on as we are, realizing the 
difficulty of war-time. I know the 
Assi�tant Teachers particu!arly have 
the sympathy of this Council. 

I now declare the Council adjourned 
until the 20th July at 12 neon. 




