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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Tuesday, 18tl� Deceniber, 1934. 
-- � 

The Coll)lcil met pursu,int to adjoum
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Government, Srn CRAWFORD 
DOUGLAS-JONES, Kt., C.M.G., President, in 

·' the Ch:Lir.

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secrehry, Mr. 

P. W. King (Acting). 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
Hector Joseph8, ICC., B.A., LL.M. 
(Cantab.), LL.B. (Land.). 

The Hon. T. '.I.'. Smellie, O.B. E. (Nomi
" nated Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gr,1,y, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director 
of Education, 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (Westem 
Essequebo). 

The Hon. J C. Cra,ig, D.S.O., .W.E.1.C., 
Dfrector of Public Works. 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, 
Colonial Treasurer ( Acting). 

M.R.E.,

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrndt>, Comp
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.i.VI.M., F.S.I., 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. For. 
. (Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, M.B, 
Ch.B., B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.T.M. & H . 
(Edin.), Surgeon-Genemi. 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh 
(Demernrn-Essequebo ). 

'rhe Hon. N, Cannon (Georgetown 
North). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar ( Rerbice Rivet'). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguitn· (Centrnl 
Demerara). 

The lion. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
U uoffici'al Merµber ). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (No'minated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Mem�er). 

M[NUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Friday, 14th December, 1934, 
as printed 1!-lld cfrculated, wer·e confirme'd, 

PAPER LAID. 
Mr. WOOD (Conset·vator of Forests) 

laid on the table the following document :-
The Tenbh Annual l"'eport 1933-1934 a.ad

Prospectus of the Imperial Forestry l11stiu1te, 
U.niversity of 0.x:ford. 

OFFICIAL NOTICES1 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 
notice that at the next meeting of the 
Council he would ask leave to introduce 
and have read the first time the following 
Bills:-

A Bill to a.uthorise the m�king of Orders iu 
Council for the purpose of effecting ecouomies 
in expenditure with respect to the remunera- · 
tion of persons in the Public Service. 

A Bill to continue cer�ain expiring laws. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE (Cnmptroller of Cus
toms) gave notice that at the next meeting 
of the Council he would ask leave to intrn
duce and have read the fit-st time :-

A .Bill to regulate the importation of textile 
goods frQm foreign countries. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

POLICE PENSIONS. 
Mr. CANNON, on behalf of Dr. SING.II, 

gave notice of the following questions :-
1. (a) How 11!,any n911-commission11d offi.cMs

and men of the l'olice Force have agreed to 
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come undu the New Pensions Ordinance, 37 of 
1928 P 

(bl Were they instcucted by their otlicers on 
the advantages of the said Urdiuance? tVol. 2 
p. 731).

2. !a) How many of these men have since
died before completing 20 years' service? 

lb) Have any of the dependents of the 
deceased received lump sum for the services of 
the deceased ? 

(c) If so, how many have received P
(d) If not all, why?
3. Is it true that a mistake was discovered in

the New Pensions Ordinance after it, came into 
force? If w, were the non-commi�sioned officers 
and men of the Police Force who had come 
under this Ordinance told of the mist9.ke by 
their superior officers? 

!. If there is a mistake subsequently dis
covered in Ordinance 37 of 1928, will the men 
who had a.greed to come nnder that Ordinance 
be permitted to return to the old Ordinance 
under which they had joined the Police Force 
prior to 1928? 

5. Can any provision be made under the New
Pension Ordinance 37 of 1928 for any N.C.O. or 
man who has not completed 20 y�ars' service in 
the Police Force ? 

6. How much sick leave on full pay is given
to N.C.O's, and men of the Police Force 
detained throngh illness in a public hospital? 

(b) If the illness las,s for 2 or 3 months and
the individtial is not the co.me of his illness, 
what salary is paid to him ? 

7, Is it true that since Ordinance 37 of 1928 
has been in -force quite a number of policemen 
have been paid only half salary during illness 
in Hospital although they have not been respon
sible for their illness? 

RICE PRODUCT10N. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON gave notice of the 
following questions :-

1. What amount hlls been spent on Drainage
and lrrigation Schemes in Demerara., Essequebo 
and Berbice with the object of increasing the 
production of Rice during the last five years 
and for the 10 months end'3d October, 1!134 P. · 
Give each county and districL separately.: 

2. What is the area., production aud,_ quantity
of Rice exported for the Inst five years and for 
the 10 month� ended 31st October, 1934? 

3. What is the Estimated quantity of Rice
11vailable for exfort in 1934 P 

4. What is the policy of Government in
regard to incrensing the production of Rice 
duriag 1935 and 1936? 

5. What amonat has been received by the
nritish Guiana Rice Marketing Board from the·· 
Rice Industry since it� inception to 30th 
November, 19:!4? Give ea.ch ·year separately. 

6. What is the amount on hand to 30th
No1•ember, 1934, after deducting expenses, and 
whf\t is it proposed to clo with this amount? 

7. What amount has been received by Gov
ernment for Grading Fees siace th� establish
meut of the Rice Grading Office -to - 30th 
November, 1934? Give each year separately. 

8. What amount has been spent for carrying
on· the office to 30th November, · 1934? Give 
each year sepruately. 

9. What is the amount on . hand a.t da.te in 
respect of grading fees collected, and what ill it 
propa,ed t,o do with tliis amount? 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

EXCLUSIVE· PERMISSIONS IN MINING 

DISTRICTS. 

Mr. ELEAZAR asked the following 
questions :-

1. How many Exlllusive Permisslons have
been granted in the Miaing Districts of the 
Colony? How Jong has each subsisted? 

2. What is the ar�a covered by each?

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 
as follows :-

l and'�. The following Exclusive Permissions
have been granted and are still in force. They 
have subsisted from thti dates shown against 
each. 

The area covered is stated in each case:-
ExctusrVE Pl!RMISSIONS APPROVED. 

Name of Permittee. Date of ·1 Area ia 
Approval. acres. 

Minnehaha Development Co .... 
U. Willems

Do. 
Demerara Bauxite Co, 
Kah�ne and Nagler 

9. 1.31
22. 4.82
1. 7.32
1. 1.32

22, 4.33
South American Mining 

Engineering Syndicate 17. 5.33
Puruni Gold Co., Ltd. 27. 3.34
South American Mining 

Engineering Syndicate 27. 3.34
J. A. Eytle ... 12. 4.34
Gar ... ett and Bennett 1, 2.34
A. J. deSouza. 7. 2.3!
L. l\lacGillivray 21. 9.31
E. Al, Walcott 24. l'i.34
U. Willems 24. 5.34
South American Mining 

Engiueering Synlicate 
Do, Do. 

E. F. CJrreia 

22.11 34 
3l. 7 31 
23.11.31 

South American 111\ning an 
Engineering Syndicate 1. 9.34

Do. Do. 1.10.:14
Pires and Silva Brotheu l. 7.34

Do. 23. 7.34
Do. 2'.!. 7.31
Do. ... 23. 7 34 
Do, 23.11.34 

Jacob and Sons 20.10.34 
W. H. Botsford 2.10.34 

Do, 210.31 
Do. 1. 4,31
Do. 1. 4.31
Do. ... . .. 12, 4,34 

Potaro Gold Syndicata ... I 1. 4,34 
Essequibo Gold and Expl_ora

tiou Company 
D. Lewes .. .., 
Demerara Bauxite Company ... 

23. 7.34
2 10.34

23,11.34

ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 

940 
900 

2,065 
269,624 

600 

2,630 
600 

600 
534 

1,320 
3,093 

500 
50,000 
20,000 

15,360 
1,500 
l!,500 

5,000 
3,050 

60,000 
10,001) 
7,600 
fi,OOU 
9,0(10 

2,560 
2.0�0 

500 
8,000 

11,000 
1,400 

12,000 

10,000 
6,000 
2,400 

· The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and resumed consideration of the 
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Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1935. 

ROADS AND BRIDGES -EXTRAORDINARY. 

Hem 17-Ccinstruction of ferro-concrete 
sea sluice, No. 73, Corentyne, Berbice, 
$6,000. 

Major CHAIG (Dirnctor of Public 
vVorks): I ask leave to revert to item l'7 
unde1· Roads and Bl'idges -Ext1·aordina1·y, 
and to move th,tt the item be deleted. 
The rnason for the deletion is that it has 
been found possible to provide this sum 
from the balance of the Unemployment 
Relief Fund fot· this year: The work is 
now in hand and there is no necessity to 
provide this amount on next year's 
Estimates. 

Mr. CANNON: Ts it not possible to 
divert this sum to another .pl.Lee, possibly 
another bridge? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I appreciate 'the 
hon. Member's suggestion. Perhaps the 
Director of Public Works will suggest 
some other useful works to which the 
$6,000 might be diverted. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR : Perlaps I rmLy be 
allowed to state that for the bst three or 
four years I have asked that attention be 
given to the public road going through 
Ithaca, It will cost less than $6,000. 

Tm� CHAIR!Y[AN: I am quite certain 
that the Director will consider any repre
sentations made by the hon. Member. 

Item deleted. 

LAW OFFICERS. 

l\fr. SEAFORD: rs it possible for 
Government to give Member,; of the Coun
cil some idea when the variou� Hr.ads are 
likely to be taken.? Some uf u,; have otl1er 
work to do. 

'fHE CHAIRMAN : It is proposed to 
go strnight through no11·. \Ve only took 
the Public vVorks Estim:tt�18 so that I 
could send a telegnuu to the Secretary' of 
State with reg,trd to starting unemploy
ment relief works' on the 1st of J,tnuary. 
I have received a request that " Magis
trates" be taken this morning. I am 
entirely in the hands of .Members in this 
conne6tion. 

The estimiLtes u nder "Law Officers" 
were passed without discussioh. 

MAGISTRA'l'ES. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: With regard to the 
Service Allowance to the lVIagistrnte dis
charging duties in the County of Berbice, 
I have a verv vivid recollection, and I 
think nearly every Member of this Council 
will remember that it is only a few years 
since Government had two Magistrates in 
Berbice, involving another Magistrate's 
Clerk, two Chief Clerks and some other 
minot· officials in the County of Berbice. 
I have a distinct recollection that it was 
then mooted that one Magistrate might 
do the work because it was found to he 
too little for two men, and yet more than 
should be required of one individual with
out any extra remuneration. There was a 
distinct arrangement that the Magistrate 
who discharged the duties should receive 
a Duty Allo,vance of £100. That recollec
tion is more vivid in my mind on account 
of what subsequently occurred, because 
when the officer who had entered into tha't 
,urangement left that district he tried to 
get that Duty Allowance trnnsferred with 
him, and he was then told that the allow 
ance was not for the individual Magistrate 
but for whoever discharged the duties in 
the County of Berbice. 

That experiment of one Magistrnte 
has been -tried for some years with 
varying succ.e�s. I hold p.o brief 
for anybody. :Nobody can question that 
since the trial has been made it has 
been carried on with varying success until 
the arrival of the present Magistrate. 
Since then it is very seldom indeed that he 
has a whole day's work from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. More often than not everything is 
cleared off. Some days he only sits up to 
11 o'clock, and that occurs many days 
during the month. To my min<l it is 
certainly a breach of faith on the part of 
Government to withhold from that oi'licer 
the £100 Duty Allowance. I£ another 
officer went thern to-morrow and 
cooled his heels Government would 
be compelled to appoint another Magis
trate to Berbice, and if he is gi ve,1 the 
niggardly sum of £500 per annum with a 
travelling allowance, even that would be 
more than £100 given to the officer who is 
doing the work now. Government would 
also have to provide another clerk and 
another bttiliff. Although it was a distinct 
arrangement with Government the allow
ance is being withheld. Naturally the 

·j
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officer will become dissatisfied. Since the 
inauguration of a single Magistrate the 
work has never been so efficiently done. 
Even if there was no such arrangement it 
would be time to consider whether that 
officer should not get £100. He is toiling 
and succeeding where others have failed, 
and he deserves £100. I am not confining 
my t·emarks to him ; he may not be there 
very long; the Attorney-Genernl might 
conceive the idea of t1·ansfe1Ting him to 
somewhere else. 

I may also mention that in Berbice 
there are not sufficient bailiffs. A bailiff 
on the \Vest Coast, Berbice, has to serve 
a writ on the Corentyne Coast. Inquiry 
should be made into the mattel'. Incon
venience is being caused litigants, and I do 
not know whethet· it is because nobodv 
complains that it goes on. 

l\fr. CANNON: \Vhen was this allow
ance discontinued, and what was the 
reason why it was? 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There 
was nevel' any Duty Allowance. 'l'he posi
tion is that down to about, 1927 there 
were two Magistrates in Berbice, in what 
was then the Berbice Judicial District, 
and subsequently a change was made and 
one Magistrate was appointed to do the 
work in the , Berbice Judicial District 
which was somewhat restricted in area. 
That Mi1gistrnte was then ·given t1 Duty 
Allowance of £100 which was discontinued 
in 1930. The present Magistrate in Ber
bice is therefore the third holder of the 
office who has not had a Duty Allowance. 

Mr. CANNON: I have heard my friend's 
appeal and I certainly do think it is a 
pleasure when we hear Government officers 
spoken ,�o well of. Unless U1ern is good 
reason why that offa:er should not be given 
a Duty Allowm1ee I think he should. I 
,1m not a leg,11 prnctitioner yet (laughter) 
therefore I can be excused for making the 
appeal I am. If Government has a good 
officer he should be encouraged. 

'rHE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
position is as I indieated a while ago. I 
think from 1922 there was given a Duty 
Allowance of £ l 00 a year to each of the 
Georgetown Magistrntes. '£hat Duty 
Allowance was continued until 1930 when 
it cea�ed. When the officers who we1·e 

then receiving it ceased to be i\l agist.rates 
in Georgetown, in accordance with the 
decision of Government the Duty Allow
ance ceased. No officer in Georgetown 
has since then had a Duty Allowance. 
The position with regard to Berbice is, as 
I indicated, that in about 1927 or 1928 
there was 11 Duty Allowance paid to the 
Magistrate who first took over the work, 
or some of it, which had hitherto been 
performed by two iYbgistra,tes. His sue 
cessor received a Duty Allowance, but 
since 1930 no Duty Allowance has been 
paid to any lVIagistn{te in Berbice. Dur� 
ing that time there have been two Magis
trates who preceded the present holder of 
the office. Consequently the hon. Member 
will have to look back to the Estimates 
for some years before he will find an item 
of the kind which he has been looking for 
in to-day's Estimates. The position is 
that Magistrntes are appointed at s,1lari-m; 
which rise by increments up to a cel'tain 
amount. A Magistrate might be sent 
anywhere to perform his duties, in any 
district whatever, and the salary which he 
reeei ves is the salary of the particqhr 

. Magistrate.

With regard· to BErbice it must be 
borne in mind thiit in that, as in eVfH')' 
othel' Coul't, conditions vary and clrnnge. 
Sometimes there is a 'great ptessure of 
wo1·k, and sometimes thel'e al'e ve1·y long 
cJ-ses to be dealt with, civil and cl'iminal, 
and. very long prelimi1ml'y iu ves tigations. 
·when these occur they necessarily take up
ve1·y much more time of the Magistrate.
Then there comes a time when there are less
of these and the volume of wol'k decreases.
That has bee11 very much the condition
which has arisen in most of the Magis
trates' Courts· recently. I tuu very glad (
iu<leed to hear the high opinion which has
been expressed of the holdel' of the office.
H is the duty of a Government. officer to
perform the \vork which falls to him with
the gl'eatest possible amount iif expedition
and ef:lfoiency. If he chooses to neglect
that work because he is dissatisfied with
his salary of course he is acting contrary
to his duty, contrary to the interests of
the Se1·vice, and his conduct may amount to , 
misco11du�t if he chooses to t·emain in the 
Service for what he considers inadequate 
re:nuueratiou. I may point out that 
J Y[agistrates go from place to place, and 
there are some dist1•icts in which there is 
less work than others. It is right that 
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Magistrates should be moved from one dis
t1·ict to another. A change of Mag,istrate 
is a useful and a necessary thing. It is 
better that he should not remain in a dis
trict for a very long pedod. It is well 
that he should go somewhere else ; it means 
a fairer distribution of the work among 
them. I wish to point out that the prin -
ciple of a Duty Allowance to Magistrates 
has ceased for several years and has not 
been brought up in this Council for some 
time. It is an innovation. What is now 
prnposed would be by wa,y of innovation 
having regard to the present condition of 
affairs and the principles in regard to it. 
The Magistrates are Magistrates of the 
Colony and ai-e assigned from time -to time 
to different districts. Where the work is 
heaviest a JYfagistrate does not remain for 
an excessive length of time. 

I- am sorrv that I cannot recommend to
Government "to depa.rt from the pl'inciple 
which Government decided upon some 
years ago, and which has been followed, 
that the Duty Allowance should not be 
paid to any Magistrate in any district . 
Perhaps, sir, times may change itnd the 
volume of work may be such in a pa1·ticular 
place that the Colony may be able to afford 
to give a Magistrate special remuneration 
so long as he occupies a particular office. 
On the ot\ler hand the position may be 

. met by giving tempomry assistance if it 
appears that the volume of work is more 
than one man ca.n reasonably do. 

The hon. Member has referred to the 
question of bailiffs in the Berbice Judicial 
District. I have taken a note of the 
remarks of the hon. Member and I shall 
cause arr inquiry to be made in respect of 
that. 

�fr. ELEAZAR: There is no principle 
specially involved in this matter. There 
were two Magistiates, Mr. Ruggles and 
Capt. Coghlan. They actually came to 
grips on one occasion in the office. C_apt. 
Coghlan, the younger of the two, conceived 
the idea of running the district alone, and 
put up the proposition to Govemment that 
he be given an allowance of £100. It 
seems that Government acceded to the 
request because Mr. Ruggles was removed 
and Ca_pt. Coghlan got £100 on his sitlary. 
He did not do the work. He put up little 
Courts and made Tom, Dick and Harry 
Magist1·ates. �e discouraged people to go 

to Court. However, he got his .£100. 
When he was removed he fought for the 
£10Q to; follow him, but Government said 
it was for the, Magistrate who was doing 
the work.. The Magistrate who went to 
do the wo1·k never got the £100. The 
lYfagistrate in Berbice does more work 
than any Magistrate in Georgetown be
cause there are two Magistrates in George
town, and neithe1· of them can say that he 
does more work than the Magistrate in 
Berbice. The idea of having one Magis
trate came from Capt. Coghlan because he 
wanted to get Mr. Ruggles out of the way, 
and he got him out of the way. The next 
officer clamoured for the £100 allowance 
but did not get it. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
next Magistrnte did receive the allowance 
so long as he continued to do the work in 
the Rerbice Judicial District. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Thanks for the correc
tion. In that case why hasn't the other 
man received it? One man is still doing 
two men's work. You cannot now say it 
is a mattet· of principle. It is a matter 
of Government doing the obvious thing 
that is prope1·. I regret very much �o 
hear the Attorney7General say that, 
because after all he is in Georgetown. I 
know exactly, what is the procedure in 
Berbice. Op._�:.• Magistrate cannot divide
himself, ang.jf I cannot attend a case in 
the country I lose it because I cannot get 
a postponement. I see my friend (Mr. 
Luckhoo) coming in and I shall sit dqwn 
as soon as he has got the trend of my 
remarks. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I would remind the 
hon. Member that he has already been 
speaking fo1· 40 minutes on the subject. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: I have· no desire to 
protract the discussion, but I desire to 
emphasise that that allowance was given to 
the Magistrate on account of the onerous 
duties cast upon him. Some year;, ago the 
work of the district was performed )>y 
three Magistrntes, one on the Corentyne 
Coast, one in New Amsterdam and another 
on the "\Vest Coast of Berbice, but in order 
to economise it was thought necessa1·y that 
the work 8hould be done by one Magistrate 
with a special allowance. I know that was 
tried out fo1· some time, and there was one 
Magistrate who was promised a special 
allowance of £100 for the extra work 
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thrown upon him by the amalgamation of 
those three Judicial Districts. I know 
these are not times when very excessive 
expenditure should be incuned, but at the 
same time I think in common. fairness 
whoever is sent there should be given a 
special allowance for the extra work thrown 
upon him, and in view of the fact that 
there has been retrenchment of travelling 
expenses in that district. Whatever Gov
ernment considers fa,ir and re,ssona,ble 
ShQ.1Jld be awarded to the '.Ylagistrate. who 
is doing the work mo,;t expeditiously and 
to 'the general satisfaction of the com
munity. I commend it to the Govern
ment's favourable considerntion. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I find it extt·enrnly 
difficult sometimes to follow the policy of 
Government in matters of this kind. From 
the remarks of the hon. Member it seems 
that Government made a bargain. 'rhere 
were three /II agistrates before ,tnd the 
work is now being done by one. A £orme1· 
Magistrate was given an allowance of £100. 
"\\re a.re told that the present officer is 
doing the work satisfact_orily. Tt is a 
clear case of Government going back on 
the bargain it made on the ground of 
economy. It seems to me that it is 
stretching the honourable profession too 
far; these men are qualified barristers. 
1 do not think the treatment is fair, and I 
ask Government to reconsider the matter 
and give justice to the particular officer. 

THE CHAIRMAN : As has been pointed 
out by the Attorney-Geueral this matter 
cannot be considered by the Government, 
for the moment at any ra,te. I am very 
glad of the appreciative remarks made of 
the officer. It has been a great pleasure 
to hear those remarks. 

Item lg-7 Assistant Clerks ($360 
each), $2,540. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I desire to know 
why this item appears below the line. In 
1934 we had above the line 4 Assist,Lnt 
Clerks. It is true that it is now 7 Assist
ant Clerks but it is removed from above 
to below the line. 

Tm� ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T am 
afraid I h,we not the inforrnation at the 
moment. I was not here when the esti
mates werti prepared but I will go iuto the 
matter and let the hon. Member know 
later. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member 
can refer to it again. 

Item passed. 

OFFICIAL RECEIVER'S OFFICE. 

The items under this Head were passed 
without discussion. 

DEPARTMENT OF LA:<IDS AND MINES. 

Item 1--Commissioner of Lands and 
Mines, $4,320. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : The estimates of this 
Department pt·esent some difficulty to hon. 
Members because one does not know what 
a particular otlicer is doing imd why he is 
entitled to his salary or otherwise. There
forn one can only address his remarks to 
the whole oE the Department. In the 
replies to my questions which I had this 
morning I find that one exclusive permis
sion was granted i11 1931, 3 in 1932, 4 in 
1933 and 26 in 1934. I also note that 
one hi1s been granted for 60,000 acres, 
and the same individual or individuals 
have been granted 10,000 acres, 7,500 
acres, 5,000 acres and 9,000 acres To 
my mind, and to the mind of every
body who gives the matter a thought, 
these exclusive permissions for tremendous 
are:1s of the country are a hindrnnce to 
the development of the mining districts of 
the Colony. I think the reason for secur
ing these large areas can be described by 
the hackneyed expression-a dog-in-the
rnanger policy. It slippep me to ask how 
many of these areas are being developed in 
any form or shape, and I think if I had 
asked that question-except in the case 
of the Minnehaha Development Co.-it 
would have been difficult for Government, 
or the officer in ch,irge of the Department, 
to give any proper I"eply. 

It was brought to my notice, and very 
forcibly, when I went up to Garraway 
Stre<1m with Sir Edward Denham, that ce1·
tain people held those lands to pl'fwent 
other people from getting on them. They 
have no intention of developing them but 

. are keeping thetn in the hope that somebody 
will give the>rn fabulous amounts for those 
areas. Such a person would be a fool if 
he did not ask: "IE it is so rich why do 
you want to sell it to me?" The idea is to 
have these 1ands locked up, ke�p the pork
knockers out aud go hunting all over the 
,'vorld to find people to come a, 1d develop 
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the gol,I and diamond industries. Why is
it that although gold is £etching the
highest price ever known in this Colony
unemployment is rife in the country? You 
can find gold-diggers looking for work on
the N og Eens sea defences at 52 cents pe1·
day. l t is because these men have to hang
around places in the gold and diamond
fields that have already been worked. 
Those places th,lt have something have
been locked up. 

There are 34 concessions, nearly the
whole of the Essequebo Coast. 'rhat
cannot make fol' development of the area. 
·what is the Deputment doing? Can't the
Department advise Government as to
what is best for the development of the
area, especially at this time? The small
men cannot go far distances where they
are being sent, because there M'e no shops. 
I think this matter should be investigiited.
I do not think anybody in this country is
willing at the present moment to develop 
nearly 100,000 acres of the Colony, and as
soon as a man begins that way it ought to 
strike the Commissioner of Lands and
Mines that something is wrong. When I
went to Garraway Stream [ s,iw a woman
who had a small claim. She told me that 
the Lands and Mines officer h,id told her 
to clear out because he wiinted the place
for a purpose, and thiit she told him when
he got rid of othe1· people there she would
go. She said he was only trying to get
rid of her for the benefit of those people. 
I put the matter to the Commissioner of
Lands and Mines and it w,is decided on 
the spot not to interfere with her. 

The bigger man is being allowed to 
swallow up the smaller man. These con
cessions bear testimony to that fact. I 
think Government is ve1·y short-sighted to
permit this kind of thing. I see a lot of 
names here which I <lo not see in the 
reports as having bronght down an ounce 
of gold. These concessions are too liber-
:illy granted, and Government is not 
sufficiently concerned to see that every
person is given a reasonable bit of hind. 
The Bauxite Company deserve what they
have, (Mr. Cannon: Question) but most of
the concessions 1U'e held with the sinister
view of getting people from outside to buy
them. It does the Colony ha1·m because
when the people come to investigate and
find nothing they go away and tell other 
people that the· Colony is a fake. In the

old days when balata was prosperous com
panies sent men out to prospect. They 
knew exactly how many men to send to 
the various areas because they ,vere
properly prospected. Can't Government
organise prospecting parties or assist
prospecting parties to develop the country
rath�r than allow people to lock up the
land? I think the Department should give
rnor·e value for the money Rpent on it. lt
should do better. I do hope that Govern
ment will itself inquire into what can. 
possibly be clone to develop the ..gold 
industry especially. Instead, the Depart-,, ""
ment allows people to lock up the c"untry 
and keep the small men out, and in the 
meantime we are asking the Imperi,tl 
Government for doles. 

Mr. AUSTTN: When the late Sir
Gordon Guggisherg was Governor he made 
the statement that the two most import
ant Departments in this Colony, in his 
opinion, we1·e the Department of Agricul
ture and the Department of Lands and 
Mines, and he thought progress should be 
made in both those directions. Sir
Edward Denham eame along and he
thought the Department of Lands and 

...,..J Mines might be amalgamated with the "'1
Forest Department, and later on in a 

·1communicntion to the Council he thought 
perhaps it rni_ght come undet' the District 
Administration Scheme. There seems to
be no continuity of policy, and I am
wondering whethel' opportunity should not i
�1e taken to see whet,her, without disturb-

·•·j'rng the emoluments of the Heads and the ·· 
otlicers, those three LJepartments might 
not be mn,ilganmte:l in some way and some
econorny effected. There can be little
doubt that in the Depurtment of Lands 
and Mines and the District Administra-
tion Scheme there is quite a lot of ov.er
lapping. Differnnt officers serve both
Departments and it seems opportune to
me that Governme11t might consider ,it
thi8 stage whether there should be 
amalgamatio11 of tbose two Departments. 

:.\I' 1·. J)E AGUIAR: I wish also to make
some general observations. I also
wish to associate mvself with the
remarks of the hon. lVleL�ber for Berbice
River about exclusive permissions being
gmntecl to cei·taiu people, and to 
point out that the total nrea that lrn,s 
been granted has now reached an alarm
ing figure, a little over half a million 
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acres-527,976 acres according to the 
answers given to the hon. Member. 
It would be very interesting indeed for 
Members to look at the various charts of 
the places where these exclusive permissions 
have been granted. I have not had the 
pleasure of seeing any of .those charts, b'ut 
I can imagine that the lands in · close 
proximity to Bartica are those that. �re 
covered by these exclusive permissions. 
In other words when the average pork
knockei· evet· gets a chance to work for 
,gold he will hav(c, to go to the " back of 
bey,ond." The position will be made so 
difficult for him that he must, if he wants 
employment, agree to become a contracted 
lahom-er, for the reason that all the lands 
in close prnximity have been more or less 
taken up. Those that are near and have 
not been taken up can very well be put 
down as being lands of no value so far as 
prospection for gold is concerned. [ 
think I am l'ight in arriving at that con
clusion, and I ask the Commissioner of 
Lands and Mines in the course of his 
reply to say whether or not that, assump
tion is correct, because it is a matter of 
far-reaching importance to the pork
knocker. l think those of us who have 
lived here all our lives know the value of 
those men. ,vhenever they come to 
Georgetown we can see a smile in their 
faces. 

Regarding the estimates I wish first of 
all to say that I will refer to the docu
ment in my hand as the supplemen
tary estimate. The original clmft pro
vided for a total expenditure of $62,256. 
In the supplementary estimate the 
amount is incl'easecl to $67,036. vVhen 
we examine the estimates a little closely 
we will find that the increases are 
in respect of three items. It does seem 
to me that something is wrong some
where. Before I refer to them I want to 
mention in passing that under Revenue I 
find that this Government will receive from 
the Bound,uy Commission $4,704. That 
amount is found on page 8_ The expendi
ture of this Govel'nment in respect of the 
:Boundary Commission uncleL' a separate 
estimate is $9,648. In addition to that 
expenditure the Department of Lands and 
Mines has to provide for additiqnal Sur
veyors that are at present engaged on 
.Boundary Commission work, and on the 
Estimate for 1935 the item is put down at 
$8,304 as against $4,632 in 1934 and 

$4,704 in the original Draft Estimate for 
1935. In other words, since the prepara
tion of these estimates a sum of $3,600 
has been added to that item. I am not 
going to anticipate the reply because I am 'i 
going to answer my own question. 

That item of $3,600 and item 14. I propose 
to deal with together. It provide� for a_new 
officer who is to be called Acting Superin
tendent of Surveys. This Colony there
fore has to provide, in addition to the 
difference between the amount that is put 
down under the Head " Boundary Com
mission " and revenue, the sum of $8,304 
plus £100 house allowance. Where is this 
$3,600 coming from? Would it be true to 
say that that amount is to provide for the 
salary of a retrenched officer· from another 
Colony ? If that is so then it seems to me 
that there is something wrong somewhere. 
Would it be also true to say that that 
officer was on pension six months before 
his appointment here to add to the burden 
of this Government? If that is so I am 
afraid that so far as my vote is concerned 
I will not be able to suppol't the appoint
ment of that officer. As a matte1· of fact 
I am going to make a strong appeal that 
this officer should not be appointed. 

In this Estimate provision has been 
made for an additional Class I. officer at 
$1,716. I suppose we will be told the 
reason for that. The only explanation I 
hiive found is that the post has been 
restored which had been abolished for 
some reason, and I take it that it must 
have been a good reason. It is also on the 
Fixed Establishment. Lower clown in the '! 
estimates we,fincl a little bit of shuffling; 
certain officers have bee11 regraded and 
classified, and of course all of that means 
increased expenditure. vVas I not right in 
my remarks a few days ago ? Heitcls of 
Depal'tments were told "'vVe have so much 
money to spend, spend it." If that is so 
it seems to me that all the careful scrntinv 
of these Estimates amounts to so much 
waste of time. I have very little time to 
waste. If rep1·esentations from Members 
on t.his side of the House as rega,rds 
expenditure or 1·evenue are nob going to be 
considered by Government favourably, or 
at all, then the less we say about the 
Estimates the better for all of us. 

Reverting back to the Acting Superin
tendent of SuL·veys [ want to make a special 
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appeal. Having l'egal'd to the fa.ct that 
this Colony cannot afford to pay-that is 
what we have been told from time to time 
-if we have to substitute Surveyors for
those engaged on the Boundary Commis
sion at a cost of $8,304 it seems to me
that something is w!'ong. We cannot
afford it. I am only using the words of
Government. We could not afford just
now to give a good MagistrnLe a Duty
Allowance of £100, but here we can
afford to appoint an officer at £750
with a house allowance of £100. lf the
officer is he1·e ma.y I ask who paid
his passage out? I underst,tnd he is
here, and it would be iuteresting to know
how he got hern. Did he pa.y his own
passage, 01· was it pA.i<l by the Gove1·no1ent
of the Colony where he wa.s retrenched?
We seem to be living in 1L ve1·y unfortunate
land. I am sorry I have ha.cl to make that
remark, but I sit here from d,ty to day and
I listen very attentively to t!te remarks
made from time to time. The policy of
Govemment is one that- is extremely diffi
cult for me to follow. So far as this
increase in the Estim,tte is concerned I am
making a personal !Lppeal to Your Excel
lency not to use Government's majority to
cany this item.

Mr. SEAFORD: I think we were told 
here.that it was the policy of Government 
to grant exclusive permissions on the 
understanding that work w.,ul<l bP canied 
out on those lands within a yea1· 0l' some 
such time, and that if tha.t was not done 
Govemr1.1ent would withdr,Lw those pe1·mis
�ions. T wol.ilrl like to know whether that is 
still the policy of Government. If it is f do 
not think anyone can raise any objecUon 
to giving exclusive permissions. The land 
in the int-et·iot· where there is gold is 
apparently a.lmost unlimited. Naturnlly 
one feels for the n,Lti ve of the Colony known 
as the po1·k-knocket·, ,tnd everyone is, I 1Lm 
sure, only too anxious th,�t he should have 
his foll share of the land and be allowed 
to work where he would like ,u1rl on its 
goo<l land its anyone else. [ do no_t think
anyone has ever suggested anyth111g that 
would place him at ,L disadvantage, but in 
my opinion it would be a gl'eat pity if we 
proposed to shut out these hu·ger companies 
with citpital. They are the only people who 
c,1n develop the land with the population 
here. It cannot be done unless one is 
preptLI'ed to put hundre<ls nf thousands of 
dollars in a gold mine. That has been 

pretty obvious in othe1· parts of the 
worlrl, Canada and South Africa. It 
would he a great mistake to keep those 
people out, but at, the same time we should 
not allow people to come here and tie up 
the land. I would like to know if it is 
the policy of Government that certain 
works should be done on those lands with
in a reasonable time. 

As regards the point raised by the hon. 
Member fot· Centt·al Demerum I feel thaL 
some explitnation is needed. We were 
told that the Boundary Commission would 
cost the Colony nothing. Without know
ledge of how these estimates are worked 
out it seems to me that it is costing the 
Colony a considerable sum of money. 
Perhaps there is some explanation of it, 
and if we got that explanation we would 
uoder..-;tand it. I always feel that when 
things like that • come up the Council is 
entitled to an explanation which should be 
made immediately as the estimates of the 
Department come up for consideration. I 
think it would save a lot of time. I ask 
that Government would explain the posi
tion so that we cau realise where we stand 
in the matter. The Colony cannot afford 
more money, and as far as I am conl!erned 
I am not p1·epared to vote one penny more 
unless I think it is absolutely essential. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: We have heard 
iL great deal during the session about 
Gove,·nment's policy. J asked a question 
in regard to Government's policy in Esse
quebo. This morning i\1embe1·s have asked 
about Govel'nment's policy with regard to 
gold-mining concerns in the intel'ior. May 
I reply to the Membet's who asked that 
question? To my mind Government has 
no policy. Government ha.s never 
l1ad any policy since I have been a. 
Member of the old Combined Cou1·t. The 
policy of Government which is the policy 
of the Coloniltl Office, as I see it, is to drag 
eve1·ything it possibly can out of this 
Colony. Its policy is to give millions of 
pounds to beet farmers, to bolster up 
eve1·y possible thing it can fot· the Mother 
Country. Its policy is not only to neglect 
this Colony but t.o help foreign countries, 
to help the Assyrians, to bring them here 
and spend millions of pounds. Great stress 
has been laid by the Acting Colonial Secre
tary on the consideration and the great 
concern the Colonial Ofl'tce has for this 
Colony. It has been thrnwn into our faces 
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that the Imperial Government has lent us 
sevflrnl millions of rlolla.c·s and lms given us 
grants with and without interes•, but when 
it comes to anything t,tngible what has 
the Home Government done for this 
Colony besides giving us defence in time 
of war? All the use the Colonial Office h11,s 
for this Colony is to dump its sons, 
brothers, friends and V,trious relations 
into fat jobs here and thl'Oughout the West 
Indies. 1 am getting tit·ed l)f it and I ask 
how long are we going to sit under this 
neglect? 

We ought to strive fot· the 1minagement 
of our own affairs. President Roosevelt 
said th,tt the desire for the management 
of its own riffo,irs by ftny country or 
dependency is compatible with the great. 
est loyalty to the Throne of that coun
t1·y. We talk from the 1st of January 
to the 31st December but we get no 
further. We can get further and we can 
obta.in what other countries have obtained. 
We can obtain that degree of self-govern
ment anrl the management of our own 
affairs which we are fu.t· better able and 
more compet,ent to do than people who ha.VP. 
never seen this Colony, and who have not 
got much time to bother with it!:< alfait·R. 
I say we c:in accomplish it by unity, by 
co-operntion, but ,i house or colony 
divided iigainst itself can uever accompli,;h 
n.nything. We have to a.djust our differ
ences, our petty je\ilousies, our dislikes 
and our little-mindedness and make an 
effort from now to unitedly agitate fo1.· 
some change in the llovernment of this 
country, a full measure of self-government. 
When we get tlmt this Colony will go 
ahead-not till then. 

Mr. WALCOTT: My hon. friend, the 
i\l ember for Berbice River, drew attention 
to the namies on this list while he was 
questioning the iidvisability of granting 
such concessions. In the first place I 
think he ought to be very pleased to see 
my name there. It is the name of a local 
man, somebody born in the Colony (Hea.r, 
hear) to whom pt·eference should always 
be given. As regards the gmnting of 
these concessions I consider it is abso 
lutely essential if we a!'e ever going to 
develop the mineral resources of this 
Colony, that such concessions should be 
given, but naturally given in a judicious 
and very ca1·eful way. (Hear, hear) 
Looking at this list 1 have no reason to 

think tha.t the Commisssioner of Lands and 
.\I ines h�\S not used a. lot of discretion in 
granting those concessions. I presume 
that in the same manner aR I have been 
asked for safeguards other people have 
been asked. J n the particular instance of 
the 50,000 ,wres granted to me it was 
naturally not granted with the idea that � 
was going to work it. I applied for the 
concession advising Government that mine 
was only a name. I did so to try to get 
large ca.pita.I iu�ere:sted in this Colony. 
:My first effort was made a.t the special 
request of the Govemor. 

As regiir<ls this particuhir concession
and L have no reason to believe that other 
concessionafres are not in the same posi
tion-we had to pay to the Government 
fees amounting to over $3,000 before we 
knew whether there was iinything on the 
g1·ound or not. Perhaps if [ had the 
same knowledge 6 or 7 months ago as I 
have to -day [ would not have paid those 
fees. At any rate the fees were paid. 
Government benefited to that extent. 
Engineers have come out to the Colony 
and have spent over $30,000 in inspect
ing the grounu. A lot of that money has 
been spent 011 labour, thus relieving, I 
suppose, some of the so-called unemploy
ment that is existing, or is supposed to 
exist. These concessions, 1 believe, will 
in the ordinary wa,y be worked in a short 
while. Had it not been possible to get an 
exclusive permission it would not have 
been possible to interest that capital in 
the Colony. Of course I expect to make ,. 
something out of it-not in cash because 
no such consiclc-ration was asked-but if 
the ph�ce is a success then ', as a creole, 
will sha1'0 i11 the success. (HeM, hear). 

I would like to mention for the informa
tion of tlmt M em her, that for 20 years the· 
land in question has not been worked 01· 
occupied in any way. As a matter of fact 
some local pork-knockers took out claims 
there 20 years ago. They have been pay
ing chiim licences for 20 years but no work 
has been done. An exclusive permission 
is grc1,nted for one ye,ir and work has to 
be done within that period, and at the end 
of that period the land has to be taken up 
either by concession or by claim. So that 
if these finauciers take up the land a.nd 
decide to work it within the next 12 
months they would· be m,iking use of laud 
which the pork-knocker has not used f11r 
20 years. 
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:\fr. :\I ULLIN (Commissioner of Lands 
and Mines�: I will deal with the question 
of the exclusive permissions first. The 
hon. Member for Berbice Hiver asked what 
was Government's policy in regard to 
these things. The policy of Government 
or the policy of the Commissione1· of 
Lands and Mines is laid down in the Min
ing Ordinance and Regulations. It has 
been the same ever since the first Ordi
nance was passed, and the change of the 
Constitution which is now being blamed 
for all our ills made no change whatever 
in the method of dealing with mining 
lands. An exclusive permission is not a 
development title, it is not a working 
title; you cannot work it for profit. ft is 
an exclusive prospecting right which is 
obtainable by anyone who has the inten
tion and the means which would warrant 
him being given exclusive 1·ights over cer
tain territory, to examine mid explore and 
find the value of it. These titles are only 
issued for one year at a time, and if the 
,vork done is not s,ttisfactorv to Govern
ment the title is not ren�wed. If it is 
satisfactory to Government and he is not 
yet ready to commence Jevelopment work . 
because further examination is necessary, 
and in the opinion of Government extrn 
time should be granted, the permission can 
be renewed for anothet: year. But he must 
within a reasona,ble time arrive at a 
decision as to what portion of that area 
he is going to t,ike up ,�nd develop on 
proper mining lines, either dredging, la,rge. 
scale sluicing or deep mining. So that it 
is not a case of the lands of the Colony 
being held up indefinitely by those permis
sions to any one pl"ivate individtml or co1·
poration; but if he is going to spend large 
sums of n10ney, and if he must ripend them 
to examine the ground properly with a view 
to proper development then he must have 
some protection against speculative people 
coming in and locating all around him 
with the idea of being bought out if he 
finds anything. In eve1·y country in the 
world that protection ill afforded to 
responsible people who can satisfy Gov
emment as to theit- means, intention, skill 
a.nd plant to do the necessa.ry work On 
that list which has been laid over in 
answer to the questions-

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess. 

Mr. MULL[N (resuming): When the 
Committee adjourned this morning I was 

referring to the list of exdusive permis
sions which was laid over in reply to the 
questions by the hon. Member for Berbice 
River. On that list there are 15 pe1·mis
sions which have been granted to local 
people. The a.reas look formidable to one 
not used to dealing with areas but-taking 
out the very large exclusive permission 
granted to the Demerara Bauxite Co., which 
covers lands which are not gold or diamond 
bearing and do not come into the argu
ment-the total area involved is 255,9ti2 
acres, about 400 square miles. The total 
proved mineral area of the ·Colony is 
13,560,000 acres, so that the total 
area here represents l/53rd of the a1·ea 
avail.able, or 1.9 per cent. approximately. 
It is therefore not really formidable. There 
is one respect in which Government has 
slightly altered its policy in regard to the 
issue of these exclusive pe1·missions, anti 
that is that before granting them Govern
ment requires to be satisfied that the per
sons who apply have the necessary ca.pita) 
at theit- disposal and a1·e in a position to 
provide the necessary technical advice and 
skill to explore those areas.· The usual 
requi1·ement is a banker's guarantee that 
the money is available, and in every case 
in connection with this list that was the 
requirement which was complied with. 

From the financial point of view these 
exclusive pe1·missions represent even iu 
themselves a considernble amount of 
revenue to Government. For instance 
the amount collected in respect of exclu
sive permissions this year up to the pres
ent is $14,621 as itgainst a total in respect 
of claim licences throughout the Colony 
of $7,560 for gold and $5,212 for preciou� 
stones, making a total of $12,572. In 
other words these exclusive permissions 
have brought in more revenue than all the 
claim licences of the Colony put togethel'. 
It is a nice assistance to the revenue. Of 
course it is only, we hope, a drop 
in the ocean as compared with wh,tt 
these are going to lead to. Already on 
this list thet·e is one concern which has 
flo,tted a company of two million dollars 
in the United States, one million dollars 
of which has been subscribed. A con
siderable amount of dredging and other 
machinery has just arrived, or is about to 
arrive. ft is on its way. [ have seen the 
shipping bill. There are several more 
which are reaching that stage. TherPfore 
I rnally i;hink this Council can be assurn:1 
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that some considerable development will 
accrue as the result of these exclusive per
missions. Jn some cases the results have 
been disappointing; in others they have 
been prnmising. 

But there is another aspect of this 
question, and that is we are accused of 
having no policy by which the lociil man 
could benefit. It seems to have been 
overlooked that we htwe had a geological 
survey in progress for some considernble 
time with a break in between, but it has 
been rnconstituted and has been for the 
last 18 months, and also we have had the 
benefit of seeing reports by engineers 
brnught out by those holders of exclusive 
permissiona. 'l'he position seems to be, 
so far as we can make out at present, that 
as an alluvial field the gilt has rather been 
taken off the ginger bread, or the icing off 
the ciike as one engineet· put it. In other 
words the easily, readily accessible and 
even remote area,s lib: Wenamu and Pigeon 
Tshmd have been worked out bv the 
pork-knocker, and in every instance 
here the land;, ta,ken up are those 
which the pork-knocker has worked in past 
year8 up to the limit of his capiicity. I 
think it was the hon. Member for Berbice 
River who drew rather tL glowing picture 
of a pork-knocker returning to the interior, 
but I can assure the hon. Member that the 
pork-knocker to-day is what he himself 
cal\8 " taking blows," and very severe 
"blows." It is not an easy matter to-day 
fm· a man to go out and find readily ground 
on which he can make a living with the 
primitive methods at his disposal, but in 
those districts there remain the deeper 
creeks, hills with heavy overburden and 
things of that kind which can still be 
worked economically by modern machinery. 
There are also creeks which can be d1·edged, 
ancl which with the high pric,e of gold now 
prevailing, and the great improvement in 
dredging practice, will pay to-day but would 
not pay befol'e. 

A lot of the interest which is now being 
shown in our gold potentialities is due to 
these two factol's-the considernble rise 
in the pt·ice of gold and the improvement 
in modern methods of extl'action. On the 
othet· hand, notwithstanding the rise in 
the price of gold the gold fields are still 
p1·oving unattractive to the pork-knocker. 
We have taken a good de:;i,l of trouble to 
tL:y to get him to the district cheaply. 

We J1ave assisted him by putting him on 
claims that we1·e producing, advancing 
money for upkeep, towards tools and even· 
pumps, and with all that the number· of 
men going into the fields has steadily 
decreased. There. are very few pork
knockers to-day who would not exchange 
their chances for a good steady job. The 
hon. Member for Berbice River met them 
at Nog Eens and other places on the Coast 
where they :ire working, and .T do not 
blame them. They have a. steady job and 
a good wage, and if they al'e offered the 
same opportunities in the interior they 
would readily go the1·e. I do not think 
that any firm that wished to operate in 
the intet·ior would find the slightest difli. 
culty in getting plenty of labour, and 
good labour, to go there as long as they 
offered reasonable terms of wage and 
proper living conditions which [ am sure 
can be provided. [ do not think there is 
,mything more r ean say about exclusive 
permissions. '£he desire was expressed by 
the hon. Member for Centt·al Demerara to 
see them on a plan. If he would come 
over to the Department we would be glad 
to show him our plans and explain anythiug 
he w,Lnt� to know. I can assure him that 
we are not unmindful of the interests of 
the small man. 'Ne realise that in the 
pi�st he has been . the backbone of the 
industl'y and we hope to see him, if not 
the b,tckbone at anv rate the ribs in the 
future. 

The hon. Mr. Austin spoke of ovedap
ping with the Distt·ict Administration 
Scheme. Since the District Administra
tion Scheme came into force we have not 
had a single officer in a district which is 
run by a District Commissioner. The 
oliice1·s h;LVe either been transferred to the 
District Administration Scheme or re
trenched, so I do not qnite understand 
where the overlapping comes in. 

I think I had hetter now tak·e the esti
mates and explain them before hon. 
Members take them one hv oue. The hon. 
Member for Centrnl Dem�rara complained 
that it Wl�S verv difficult to understand 
the estimates rin,i I iigree with him. That 
is why we had a separate page printed in
stead of trying to intel'polate the changes 
which have come about through the 
lamentable death of one of our senior 
officers, Mi·. Cheong. In consequence of 
that we have to move up · officers in the 
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Department in the 01·der of theit- senior
ity and merit. Fortuna_tely, merit in this 
case coincides with seniority, and there is 
nothing that. calls for any comment. The 
next senior Surveyor fills �Ir. Cheong's 
place and the next senior Su1·veyor in the 
t:lass below goes up into his, and so on. 
One officer who is a Class III. officer is a 
qualified Surveyor-he qualified siuce he 
was appointed t,o the non-technical staff
has been move<l into the Survey Branch 
by ma.sou of seniority and mel'it. Those 
will explain themselves. 

The first item on the estimate that 
requires explanation is Item 3-1 Class I. 
Oi:licer, $1,716, which is a post restore.I. 
I will have to go into figures a little bit to 
explain how we ca.me to put that on. In 
the Comparative Statement of Expenditure 
the progress downwards of this Depart 
ment in expenditure on personal emolu
ments is clearly shown. In 1924- it was 
$89,096, 1925, $89,9!4, 1926, $86,014. 
In 1928 when I took charge of the Depart
ment it was reduced to $80,748. That was 
partly achieved by abolishing the post of 
Assistant Commissioner. 'rhe next year, 
1929, it dropped $78,423, and in 1930 it 
went up to $81,103. In 1931 it dropped to 
$75,351, and I will have to explain in respect 
of 1932 aml 1933 because ,�t that time the 
Boundary Commission expenditure was 
separated from that 0f the Department of 
Lands and Mines. In 1932 there was an 
expenditure of !f,57,025 on personal emolu
ments in the Department of Lands iLnd 
Mines, and the expenditure of $10,800 
under Boundary Commission represents 
the salal'ies of the Senior Surveyors of the 
Department of Lands and Mines who were 
transferred to the Boundat·y Commission. 

The al'l'angement in regat·d to the 
Boundary Commission was that the work 
was to be carried out by officers of the 
Department of Lands and Mines, and that 
this Government would continue to pay 
the salaries of its own officers who we1·e 
seconded for work on the Boun<larv so as 
to avoid any pension complication: but the 
lmpet·ial Government would pay ,tny sub
stitutes which the Department had to 
employ to take the places of those officers. 
In 1932, therefore, one has to add to the 
$57,000 the $10,800 being paid to the 
officers of the Department seconded to the 
Boundary Commission, and then take off 
the sum of $5,928 which was paid to sub-

stitutes voted on our Estimates and 
refunded by the Imperial Government, so 
1,hat the net expenditure was $61,897 in 
1932. Jn 1933 we were caught by the 
wave of economy and the net expenditure, 
worked out in the same way, was $53,847. 
The next year we were completelysubmerged 
and dropped to. $50,422. In 1935, not
withstandi11g the inclusion of a new Class 
I ofl:icer's post, it will be $49,895, plus the 
Boundary Commission's expenditure of 
$9,648, which gives a total of $59,543 Jess 
$8,304 which is the amount shown on the 
Estimate for substitutes, leaving a net 
expenditure of $51,2)9, or $1,817 more 
than in 1934. So that there is a very 
small increase on the Estimate fot· the 
Class I post. 

T am going to explain the necessity for 
this Class I. Officer. vVhen the wave of 
economy to which I referred first struck 
the Depa1·tment we were deprived of two 
First Class officers, one Second Class 
officer, and three Fourth Class office1·s, all 
from the administrative staff. We have 
done our best to try to carry on with that 
short staff, and I am sure that no Depart
ment in the Service, or no firm in George
town or elsewhere in the Colony has a 
more loyal, conscientious and hard-work
ing staff tha.n the Department of Lands 
and .Mines. vVe have done our best to 
carry on but we have found it quite 
impossible to do so and keep up with the 
requirements in regard to the issue of 
titles, both mining and agricultural, and 
we are now faced with the position that 
we have 650 mining titles and 225 agricul
tural titles, all of which have to be issued 
in duplicate, awaiting issue which are 
behind hand. Tt is not to be wondered 
at. They have all done their best, and I 
can assure you that there is an excellent 
team-spirit in that Department, so much 
so that we have had three marriages 
amongst the staff (laughter), and another 
was developing ve1·y nicely until the male 
officer was transfened to one of those 
cold-blooded Departments like the Treas
ury or the Audit Office. That shows the 
spirit, sir. (Laughter). The Superin
tendent of Lands, the Accountant aud the 
clerks under them are grossly over
worked. 

I was not raised in the Government 
Se1·vice. I was raised first in railway.work 
where it is well known that there is hard 
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work, and in mining where they ex:pect to 
get their pound of flesh out of everybody. 
I sa,y that the staff of my Department is 
over-worked. If we h,we to go on we will 
have to, but the public will !;Uffer. It 
means tha.t I a.m tied by the leg to the 
office, and I do not see how you can expect 
to get the best technical service out of a 
man if he ca.nnot go amongst the people 
who require his advice. I deeply regret 
the fact, that I canuot give more atte11tion, 
more help to those enga.ged in those indus
tries when they need it. I would like very 
much to keep in touch wlth the genlogical 
surveys in the districts. Fortu1mtely I 
ha.ppen to know the districts fail"ly well 
from previous visits, but >Lt the same time 
the Head of the Department should keep 
in touch with the <liffe1·ent activities and 
be in a position to a.dvise Government 
with first-hand knowledge of the subjecL. 
I can say nothing more except tha,t the 
resto1·ation of one Class I. officer, which 
is all that is asked for, is very necessary 
both in the interest of the Government 
and the public, but if the Council sa,ys 
" No," well we sha,ll h,tve to struggle on. 

There is one change-item 8 --1 Clas� 
III. Officer, $840-and that is due to the
officer who held the post being moved into
the Surveyors' Brnnch, and anothflt• officer
trnosfened at ,Ln increme11t. Then there
is item 12-Draughtsman ($1,476 to *1,620
by $72), $1,548. That officer was appointeJ
to a Long Grade before the Long Grade
svstem came into the clerical service, and
the maximum of his grnde was tha,t of a
Third Class officer. He ha.s been 16 yea.rs
in the Service, 14 of which lrnve been in
his present appointment. He is au 
extremely useful officer, a.n excellent
d1·aughtsman a.ud a good computer, ,md
during the time we have beou sl,ort of
a Superintendent of Surveys he has
natu1·a.lly h,1d a, lot of ex:trn wol'l.:: thrown
on him and has been doing extremely
valua.ble work and will continue to do so.
I do not see why because he is a technical
officer he should stop ferever at the ma.xi
mum of ti Class II I. otficcr when clerical
officers without his technica,l trnining will
go on to a higher grnde. We have there
fore put him into the next grade, $1,476
to $1,620, which is 11 Class t l. officer. He
only gets one increment as the result of
that, and he is two years overdue for an 
increment.

Jtem 20-Boats' Crews --has been 

increased from $2,700 to $3,000. That 
is due to the re-opening of the Pota1·0 
Station in consequence of which an officer 
has to be stationed in the Potaro as 
Warden once more. The Warden was 
withdrawn from that district owing to the 
small number of men there, but the com
pletion of the Ba.1·tica-Potaro Roa.cl has 
1·endered it necessary to 1·estore the officer 
as larger numbers of men are going into 
the district. 

Now we come to item 25-Substitutes 
for Govemmen� Surveyors employed on 
Bounda,1·y Commission, $8,304. I must 
apologise to my friend the hon. Membe1· 
for Centrnl Demernra, for not getting up 
to explain this to him beforehand. I fully 
intended to do so as soon as the discussion 
on exclusive permission was finished, but 
he appea.rs to have a spring in his seat 
and he bobbed up before I could get ,L 
cha.nee. 'rhe position is th,Lt the provi
sion for substitutes was placed on the 
Estimates before we knew definitely at 
wha,t sahu·y Mr. 'l'rotte1· wa.s being eugaged. 
Tha,t has now been corrected. I ha.cl 
better explain why he has been appointed. 
When the Superintendent of Surveys, Mr. 
Cunningham, and three Senior Surveyors 
were taken from the Department to work 
on the Boundarv Commission we were ' 
assured by the 1a:iperial Government that 
they would pay for all the substitutes we 
required. \Ve were �tble to get loc,tl 
substitutes for the ordinary survey work, 
and we were all agreed that it was very 
desirnble to get out, if possible, an officer 
with considerable experience of survey 
work, a,nd p,Lrticula,L"ly the co1upila.tion of 
plans from detailed sut·veys, which is the 
duty of the Superintendent of ::iurveys to 
supervi::;L', a,11cl the co-ordination of the 
su1·vcy::1 generally. 

\Vhen I w,Ls iu England in 1930, when 
the Bouuda.ry Survey t:ommenced, I dis
cussed this ,Lt the Colonial Olfice and sug
gester! th.Lt if we could get a retired officer 
from the Ordnance Survey Department in 
England it would be au advantiLgc to us in 
the training of young su1·veyors and in the 
compila.tion of our plans, and generally in 
laying down the clmrncte1· of different 
surveys to be <lone a,11d checking the work 
when it came in. They agreed and I went 
down to Southampton and interviewed 
the officer in charge there who thought it 
could be arranged. Tne arrangement was 
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agreed to by this Government and a des
patch was sent asking that such an officer 
be engaged, but unfortunately the Finan
cial Commissioners were due to leave 
England about that time and the matter 
was held in abeyance until they came out. 
They recommended that this appointment 
be not roade,-on what grounds I have 
never been able to discover, because the 
Imperial Government was going to pay 
for this officer- and it meant that for the 
last four years we have had to do without 
the services of a Superintendent of Sur
veys. Vve have had to detail one of our 
Surveyors to act from time to time. Two 
of out· Senior Surveyors are on the 
Boundiiry Commission and one is ,v a1·den
Magistrate, an extremely valmtble oil:icer in 
that particular liue. We have had to resort 
to all sorts of make-shifts by allowing tins 
or that Surveyor to act for the time being. 
That is a very unsatisfactory arrange
ment. "'Whoever is going to do tihat work 
should devote his whole attention to it 
and be in a position to go into the field at 
a moment's notice where difficulty has 
arisen, and at the same time to have con
tinuity of policy in regard to the compila
tion of the different plans with a view to 
correction of the Colony map, and also 
the indexing of plans on which all titles 
have to be marked and a record kept. 
We pressed again for the appointment but 
were put off. Last year we pressed for it 
again and the Colonial Office was fortu
nate in being able to secure the services. of 
a retrenched officer from Nigeria. His 
passage and that of his wife has been paid 
to the Colony by the Imperial Govern
ment, and his salary during the two yerus 
he will be here will be p,dd by the 
Imperirtl Government. 

I am going to move a conection to the 
item under Revenue because I quite realise 
how confusing it is, but there was not 
time to correct it because it would have 
meant rep1-inting the whole Estimate. 
1'he item of Revenue will be amended to 
agt·ee with the exact amount to be pro
vided. That amount will not be quite the 
figure put down here. It will be $7,824. 
It included the salary of the substitute 
who was transferred to the Harbour Board 
for service and they forgot to take him 
out. The correct sum is $7,344, and the 
revenue on page viii. of the Draft Estimate, 
item 34, which is now $4,704 will be 
amended to $7,824. There is nothing else 

on the Estimate that calls for any com
ment and I hope that explanation will be 
satisfactory. I am sorry I could not give 
it before so that hon. Members would 
know the position. 

Mr. CANNON: May I ask. the Uom 
missioner whether that Class T. officer is 
to be found in the Colony? 

Mr. MULLIN: He will be selected 
from the Service somewhere, by the Promo
tions Board. 

Mr. CANNON : hn't he coming from 
abroad? 

Mr. MULLIN: No, he will be a local 
officer. He will be, presumably, a Class 
IT. officer. T do not know who it will be. 

Mr. SEAFORD : Ts the Boundary Com
mission costing this Colony anything at 
all? The reason I ask it is because we were 
told it would C08t the Colony nothing, but 
apparently the Senior Surveyors have been 
working there, and as we have not had 
anyone to replace them right thrnugh it 
must have been costing the Colony some
thing. If that is so, how much has it 
cost? 

Mr. :l'IULLIN: I do not think the1·e 
was any such assurance. I think the hon. 
Member is mixing it up with the Assy
rians. (Laughter). 

Mr. SEAl"ORD: No, T also remember 
that. 

Mr. MULLIN: At first the Colony was 
told that it would stand the whole cost of 
the Survey, and then by good luck we got 
off that, but the position was from the 
start that the Surveyors attached to the 
Government; who were employed on the 
Boundary Survey, would be paid by this 
Colony, a.nd that we could have substitutes 
up to that amount if we liked to. We have 
not been aLle to get substitutes up to the 
full amount, one reason being that we 
had not the money to pay for their 
services, and we could not get a Superin
tendent of Survevs. Of course the diffet·
ence between wl;at we were paying our 
officers on the Boundary Survey and we 
were recovering for substitutes has been 
lost to the Colony. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I did not expect more 
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from Government than what we have got. 
We are not one bit further. I complain 
that these concessionaires are getting too 
much of the mining areas, and in that way 
they are keeping out the pork-knockers. 
I am told that men have gone up there 
assisted by Government and that they 
come back regretting th,it they went. I 
am not surprised -to hear that because 
Government took a few Water Street 
clerks who were out of work, assisted 
them iu a wa,y and sent them into the 
interior. What could we expect but 
failure? The officers 0£ the Department of 
Lands and Mines find that they have so 
little work to do that they court ancl 
become maHied. Their salaries should be 
reduced. (Laughter). 

We were told what revenue was got 
from the mining areas, but we were not 
told the areas covered by people other 
than the concessionaires. We were not 
told what royalty was paid by those 
people, plus what they paid for the licences. 
If all that is put t,ogethe1· I am sure it will 
be more than $14,000. But Jet us assume 
that Government got $14,000. Does the 
Department consider $14,000 anything to 
talk about, a Department that is costing 
so much? The Department of Lands and 
Mines and the Forest Department are 
costing the Colony $97,000. When Gov
ernment attempted to foist tlrn Forest 
Depa1·tment on the commumty every Mem
ber protested and suggested that the 
officers should be attached to the Depart
ment of Lands and Mines. Thiit w:is the 
burden of the complaint of every Elected 
Member. vVe have a very good officer 
spoiling in the bush. 

Nobody complains about dredging con
cessions. Government can give the whole 
length t,nd breadth of those rivers for 
dredging purposes so long as it leaves the 
little creeks for the pork-knockers who 
cannot go in for dredging. vVhat we ,ire 
complaining about is the 10,000 iind 50,000 
acres of land locked up there for the fool 
who is going to come and buy it for a 
very large sum and then . go up to find 
nothing. 

Mr. �!ULLIN: J-'would ask the hon. 
Member not to let those views go forth 
because they will have a very deterrent 
effect on capit,11 coming iuto the Colony 
if any legislator openly states that. a man 

who puts money in gold lands in British 
Guiana is a fool. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am not here to back 
up Government in fooling anybody. I say 
he would be a fool indeed to take 50 acres 
of land from a man who wants to give it 
to him. That is the kind of thing I object 
to. Government should throw open the 
country to the ordinary pork-knocker as 
in the past. Do not lock it up and wait 
for people who will not come at a,ll, Mr. 
Lupton knew what he was writing about 
when he wrote warning the Government 
about large companies locking up the lands. 
It seems to roe to be a waste of time to 
suggest anything to Govemment that 
might be of help to the Colony. All Gov
ernment officers do is to sit in their offices, 
draw their pay and bring officers from 
Uganda and wherever they can to help 
them. They do not consider the country 
at all. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: There are three out
standing points in the reply of the Com
missioner of Lands and � ines that occur 
to me. First of all he attempted to 
justify the appointment of an acting 
Superintendent of Su1·veys in spite of the 
recommendation of the Financial Commis
sione1·s. It wo'ulcl lie interestiug to refer 
to the recommendation made by those 
Commissioners. Paragraph 70 reads as 
follows:-

" This proposal involves the abolition of the 
post of Commissioner of Lands and Mines. In 
addition, we recommend that the post of Super
intendent of Surveys be not lilied while the 
present holder is on special duty on the Brazil 
Boundary Commission, and that it be abolished 
when the term of �pecia.l duty comes to an end 
or, ii the situation at the time demand•, that an 
officer on lower pay be appointed." 

To my mind that is very strong indeed. 
It siiys that while the holder of the sub
stantive post is engaged with the Bound,iry 
Commission no appointment of a Super
intendent of Surveys should be made, and 
we have had it from the Commissioner of 
Lands and Mines that he has done without 
this officer for three years. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
realises that he is 11 little out of order in 
talking about this. I hope he will not 
want to speak on it again when we come 
to the item. If he tries to do so I will 
ask him not to continue. 
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Mr. DE AGUIAR: I will leave it until 
we come to the iteru. The next point is 
that the officers who have been substituted 
to do the work at the Depa1·tment of Lands 
and Mines in the place of those on the 
Boundary Commission are paid by the 
Imperial Government. Some Members 
state that it was definitely stiited in this 
Council-and that is my recollection also 
-that this Boundary Survey would not
cost the Colony one penny. To say it is
not costing the Colony anything is not
correct. Our highly paid officials whose
emoluments total $9,648 a.re engaged on
the Boundary Survey wor·k whereas the
Imperial Government is 011ly paying for
their substitutes, the <.:ost of whieh will
now ·be $7,344 accordiug to the Estimate
for 19g5, but in respect of 1934 it was
$4,332. If that is Government's method
of accounting it is not surprising that
Goverment finds itself in dit·Hculty in
balaneing its budget. Government on the
one hand gives out a very substantial sum
and receives a much smaller sum, and says
that it gets baek all that it pays. I do
not understand it.

Item passed. 

Item 3-1 Class I. Office!', $1,716. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I move that this item 
be deleted. 'rhis is a new item. I do not 
th.ink we should import these officers and 
put them on the Fixed Establishment right 
away. 

Tm;; CHAIRMAN: ThiH is it new 
administrative officer who will be trnns
fened from some other Department. Hf' 
will p,robably be a ClasR H. offieel'. 

lVIr. ELEAZAR : If he is a creole and 
is alreadv in the Service to be transferred 
from sonie other Dep:utment I shall not 
oppose it. 

THE CHATRMAN : The hon. Member 
could not do it. (Laughter). 

Item pa�sed. 

Item 25-Substitutes for Govemment 
Surveyors employed 01i Boundary Com
mission, $8,304-. 

Mr. MULLIN: J beg to move that the 
item be reduced to $7,824. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I would like Gov
ernment to say now whether this new 
officer's appointment is under special con
tract, and for what period, because from 
experience I have found that officers are 
engaged for special work, like in this case, 
and after they have served their first ·or 
second te1·m of office they a1·e relegated 
into the Service, and before we know 
where they are they are put on the Fixed 
Establishment. We have been told by 
the Commissioner that the officer's salary 
is going to be paid by the Imperi:tl Gov
ern,nent. If that is so I have uo grouse, 
but I would like Govemment to say 
whether his term of appointment is for a 
specified period, and whether after the 
work that is being done on the Boundary 
Commission is completed his salary will 
disappear from the Estimates. 

ML SEAFORD : Did 1 understand the 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines to say 
that the house allowance which the officer 
is to get is not to be refunded by the 
Imperial Government? 

Mr. MULLIN: It is to be refunded by 
the Imperial Government. In reply to 
the question by the hon. Member for 
Centrnl Demerara I would say that it is a 
special ,ig1·eement for two yea1·s. 

THE CHAIRMAN: fan't the house 
allowance under item 14? 

Mr. MULLIN : Yes, sir, it iti my mis
take. Item 25 should be carl'ied out at 
$7,344. The tLDJOunt iu the Revenue 
column would be $7,824. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : The hou. Member's 
question has been answered in pftrt. vVho 
is to pay him? 

lVfr. MULLIN : Both his salary and his 
house allowance are being paid by the 
I'mperial Government. w·e pay and re
eover from the CL'Own Agents. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Fot· two years? 

Mr. MULLIN: Yes, for two years. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

It�m 1·educed to $7,344. 

B.G.-BRAZIL BOUNDARY Co�rnrssrnN.
Item 2-1 Surveyor at $2,400 to $2

1
880

by $120, $2,520. 
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Mr. DE AGUIAR: I will a,sk permis
siou to recommit this item :Ls soon as we 
ha,ve hea,rd from the Commissioner of 
Lands and Mines :Ls to what is the cost 
of the Boundary Commission to the 
Colony. We have been told definitely it 
would not cost the Colony a penny. l 
have been given figures which show that it 
is costing the Colony money, and I would 
like to know how much, and whether the 
statement has been made that it would not 
cost the Colony anything. 

Mr. MULL IN : No undertaking was 
given that it would not cost the Colony 
anything. At first when the Boundary 
Commission prot,ocol was sent by His 
Majesty the King and we were informed 
that the Survey was to be made, the inten
tion was that this Colony would have to 
pay for the whole thing. 

Mr. SEAFORD : That understanding 
could only have been by Government. 

Mr. MULLIN : Then Government took 
the matter up with the Imperial Govern
ment and it was agreed that they would pay 
the actual cost of the Su,:vey, but we would 
provide and pay the stiiff because they did 
not want any complications to arise with 
regard to pension. They a,lso agreed to 
pay for any substitute Surveyors required 
to replace those on the Boundary Survey. 
That was the anangement from the begin
ning and has remained so ever since. 

Mr. SEAFORD: It was very apparent 
that there were many more Surveyors in 
the Department of Lands and Mines than 
were required, and we we1·e told "Let 
them go to the Boundary Commission." 

TBE CH:\ IRMAN : There were sub
stitutes. 

Mr. SEAFORD : How much money 
have we been paying out for substitutes? 
That is the question that is being asked. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I happened to be 
Administering the Government when the 
mattel' was raised, itnd I can confirm what 
the Commissioner says, because when it 
was suggested that we should pay the 
whole of the cost I in a telegram told the 
Colonial Office that this Colony could not 
possibly do it, and refused �o take any 
responsibility for any appointment at all. 
Then an arrangement was made by which 

we supplied the officeri; for this Survey, 
and tlmt we t;Uttld ha,ve substitutes which 
the Imperial G<>vernruent would pay for. 
But, as was pointed out by the Corumis
sioner we could not employ all the substi
tutes we would have liked because we 
could not find sufficient money to pay for 
their travelling and the cost of the sur
veys they would have done. 

\Ve ,tre in iLrrears with local sur
voys--600 mining clU,ima and 200 agri
cultu1·al titles--11rnl it is perfectly true 
to say that this Boundary Survey 
has hampered very cousiderably the 
. work of the Department. After all it 
is our own bound,t1·y and it is becoming 
increasingly a matter of importance, having 
regiu·d to the development of the gold 
areas to the south of the Colony, that 
this boundary should be defined, even more 
so now than when it wa,s decided. We are 
getting very valuable information for very 
little money. The greater portion of it is 
being p:1id by the Imperial Government. 
With the increasing gold pros]Jecting that 
is going on, and the high price of gold, it 
is becoming more important that we 
should know our southern boundary so 
that we should not lose to some neighbour
ing State our valuable gold areas. 

1\fr. BR ASSING'l'ON: Can you tell the 
Council when it is likely that the activities 
of the Commission will be brought to a con
clusion? How long may we expect this 
work to go on? Surely Government must 
have some idea. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. Mem
ber give the Commissioner an opportunity 
to 1·eply b.efore he says "Surely Govern
ment must know?" Of course Government 
must know. 

Mr. MULLIN: It will ta:ke about two 
more years. 

Mr. SEAFORD: With regard to the 
statement made by you, sir, I understand 
the result of the Boundary Survey is that 
we r.re definitely losing very valuable gold 
lands. 

TBE CHAIRMAN: I have not heard 
that. On the other hand we may be gain
ing. 

Item passed. 
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Pouc1-:. 
Item Ic-11 County Inspectors (2 at 

$2,160 to $2,640 by $120; 2 at $1,920 to 
$2,400 by $120), $10,080. 

Mt·. SEAFORD : I u11derst,u1d that the 
intention is that the Inspector of Police 
in a populated district like the West 
Coast should live in Georgetown. I undet·
staud there is one house there. There was 
another but Government sa.id it was not 
sanitary, and at pre�ent it is being occupied 
by a medical man. In view of the fact 
that the District Commissioner has to 
live in the district the Inspector of Police 
will have to live in Georgetown. That is 
a district above all others in which the 
Inspector of Police should reside. I do 
not know what Government a,ctually has in 
mind, if it is proposed to build a house 
for him, but I do know that the Distr·ict 
Commissioner lives in the middle of the 
vVest Coast a.nd his ofl:it:e is at V reed-en
Hoop. He spends ,ibout $50 per month 
travelling from his house to his office and 
back. The Police Inspector has to travel 
to the central Police Station and has to 
go backwards and forw,trds. That is why 
I say these offices a!'e not co-operating. 
Government should take steps immediately 
to make sure that the Inspector of Police 
lives in his district. 

Mt·. ELEAZAR: I ca.nnot conceive of 
anybody making such a suggestion to the 
Govel'nment. I would like to know whether 
the Inspet.;tot· General was consulted. You 
c,Ln put the District Commissioner to 
live a.t Timbuctoo for all the use he is to 
the Colony, but you want the Police 
Inspector to keep the peace. 

THE COLONIAL SEC HETARY: There 
is not the slightest truth in the rumour 
that the Police Tnspectot· iH going to be 
removed. It is not even being .::onsidered. 

Mt·. SEAFORD : Is there >L house on 
the West Coast for the officer'? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ar
rangements will be made for both officers 
to live on the West Coast. Thel'e was not 
the slightest intention of bringing the 
Inspector to Georgetown. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I 11,m glad of the 
statement made by the Coloni,Ll Secretat·y. 
It is necessary that the Inspector should 

live in the distt·ict; it has a disciplinat·y 
effect. If there was any trouble in the 
district it would be very awkward to bave 
the Tnspector in Georgetown. I lmve 
heard the rumoul' that the Inspector in 
charge of the district would be perma
nently resident in Georgetown, ancl I am 
glad it has been dispelled. 

Mr. SEAFORD : Isn't it a fact that 
lately he has been living in Georgetown 
and not on the West Coast? I know he 
has been coming from Georgetown. I will 
mention the name of the Inspector if 
Government desires it. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Inspector of Police is also acting as 
District Commissionet·, and Inspector 
Carruthers has been assisting him. 

Mt·. SEAFORD : The Distri<;t Commis
sioner has more work than he can do aud 
on top of that Govemment has added 
Police duties. It seems to me incredible. 

Mr. WALCOTT : Whet·e w,is tl;e 
Inspector of Police living before? 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: At 
one time Mr. �facnie, the District Com
missioner, lived at Vreed-en-Hoop. He 
got very ill and said the place was very 
unhealthy. He lUoved into the house 
where the Inspector is now at Leonora. 
I think when that happened there was a. 
bachelot· Inspector on the Coast, and he 
made a1Tangements to live at some othet· 
house at Vreed-en-Hoop. After Mr. 
Macnie was t·emoved the Inspector went 
into his house, anJ the District Comwis
sioner then acting, Mr. Thompson, had his 
own house. Mt·. Nicole was appointed 
some time ago to act as Disfrict Com
missionel' and is itcting for the time being. 
Ile will not have to act next year and will 
revert to Police duties. There is not the 
slightest intention of removing Mr. Nicole 
to Georgetown; the fnspector will al ways 
be in the distl'ict. 

Mt·. SEAFORD : I iuu ghtd to hear that. 
Is it proposed to continue the practice of 
the District Commissioner having to 
travel about 20 miles per day to his 
office? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That 
is ,t very diliicult matter. The Commis
sioner's district ex.tends from the ,vest 
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Bank up to Pariktt. Where it is more 
convenient for him to live I cannot say. 
He has been told to go into the matter 
and get the most suitable plaee to live in. 
lt is not easy to get a house on the West 
Coast ; we might have to build a house. 

1\:1 r. ELEAZAR: Whitt is going to 
happen next year? "\Vhere is ea,ch man 
going to live ? 

Tm, COLONIAL SJW1{,ETARY: l can 
say nothing more. I lrnve informed the 
Council that the matter is being gone into. 
v,.r e a,re looking for a House. If we can 
find a suibtble house at Vreed-en-Hoop 
the District Commissioner will go there 
because it would be nearer to his office. 
The matter is being investigated. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We are being asked to 
vote hLrge sums of money for oilicers who 
do not know where they a,re going to live. 

Mr. vV A.LOOT f: r do not undet·stand 
the po8ition. You have an r nspector of 
Police living down the West Coast and a 
District Commissioner living at V reed-en
Hoop. They are both married men and 
have separate houses. ·why shouldn't the 
lnspeetor of Police continue to live in the 
house he had before? If the District 
Commis�ioner moved into the Inspector's 
house while he was awi1y, why shouldn't 
the Commissioner go ba-ck wJ-:ere he was 
before? 

Tim COLON CAL SECRETARY: The 
hom,e the District Commi�sioner lived in 
h,1s been taken away; it was not a Govern
ment house. There is no Government 
house over there ; we are looking for one. 
If we can fitul one the difficulty would be
solved. 

Hem passed. 

Item lie-Personal Allow,u1ces-Major 
C. P. Widdup, $!80, Capt. C. C. \1urtland,
$24.0.

all these new items, but it does seem very 
hard that some deserving otlicel's should 
be deprived of these allow,1nces, more 
particularly so in the cc1,se of the fnspector 
General of Police and Mr. Billyeald who 
are doing duties addit.ional to those which 
they would ordinarily be doing, owing to 
the wave of economy that struck us some 
years ago. They have to do extra duties, 
but in view of the remarks made bv hon. 
Members it is not prnposed to proceed 
with those items on the Estimate. 

Mt·. CA.KNO_N: I will be no party to 
tlmt suggestion. As I have sa1d before, I 
am going to vote m1y sum of money that 
is going to be advantageous to the existing 
sb1ff of the Government Service so long 
as it means no increased taxation to the 
people. If the Bl'itish novernment is 
finding the 111-mey for ,Lil this extra expen
diturn, by all means lei; u� have it. I wish 
it cle,trly understood that I am prepared 
to record my vote in favour of each and 
everv one of these items on the distinct 
und;rstanding that it will cost the tax
payers of the Colony no more th,u1 they 
at·e paying at present. I quite a,ppreciate 
the fact that there i� no chance of our 
getting any reduction, and so long as the 
Administrntion oE the Colony stands as it 
is I ,im prepttre.l to take all I can get from 
the Briti8h Government. When they 
realise th!tt they are m•tking fools of them
selves ,tnrl }Lllow us to rrrnuage our own 
affairs it will be high time Eor me to move 
the reJuction of any item. But iE Your 
Excellency directs that your Estimitte-; 
should not; be given effe1,;t to I cannot 
make you do otherwise. 

Tim COLONlAL SECRETARY: Gov
ernment, after hearing the arguments of 
Members of this Council that no personal 
or other ,Lllowances which ,tre new en the 
E�tima,te� should be grnnted this year 
owing to the fact that the abatements will 
have to be voted this yP-ar, does not think 
it fair that these allowances should be 
voted. rt is therefore proposed to abandon 

Mr. ELE \ZAR: I ,un not in the same 
boat wit,h my friends, but I do uot think 
Government's itction in thi� i11st:u1ce is 
just what WP. should P-xpeet of Gove.-111ne1tt. 
Govcrnme,,t lms foisted 011 u� the Di�triut 
Admi11istrntion Scheme with large 
incrcc1,ses, t-hereforc we have indiuated that 
we will not lrnve anythiug of the kind, but 
we did not indic,ite that where an officer 
is doing additioual work he should not be 
given extrn remuneration. It seems to 
me that Government, finding that it cannot 
carry out some of its pet schemes, ha,s 
decided to give nobody. That is not the 
attitud� Governmant should itdopt. Govet·n
has taken it·.vay the allowance which;the 
Sergeant at the Powder Magazine has 
been getting all the time. Government is 
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,Llso depriving the l11specto1· General of 
extra remune1·a.tion although he hac; been 
doing extra. work, and a.lso Mr. Billye,Lld. 
They are both worthy of considerntion 
a.ad no Membe1· would gmdge them extrn 
remuneration. The sa.me applies to Ca.p
ta.in Murthind who has been f!tagnant for 
14 years. Because we will not allow those 
pa.1·asites from abro,Ld to get pe1·sonal 
a.llowa.nces these deserving office1·s are to 
be jettisoned. If that is the position 
Gove1·nment is t,Lking up it is Govern
ment's funern,1. 

Mr. SEAFORD: There is one poiut I 
would like cleared up. The hon. Member 
fot· Geo1·getow11 N ot·th says that all these 
amount are to be paid by the Imperial 
Government. 

Mt·. CANNON : I would like to explain 
myself. 'l'he Ef!timates before us show 
that we are $368,000 short, and we are 
going to tell the British Government that 
we want $368,000 to bahmce our budget. 
That is what I mean; they are paying. 

Mr. SEAFORD: We will have to pay 
it back. 

Mr. CANNON: Nonseuse. 'l'here is no 
l:1111,nce in the world of our being in a 
position to repay, therefore let us take all 
we cau get. 'l'he day is not far distant 
when they are going to realise it, but while 
the honey is flowing let us get all we C\Ln. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: At the begin
ning of the session I said I very reluct
antly would hiwe to vote a.gainst any 
increa.ses of salaries of officials no matter 
how worthy. l was quite willing to vote 
thi\t the " cut" in s,Llaries should be 
re:;tored to the whole Service (HeiLr, hear). 
I will vote for that now, but fo1· me to 
say that out of the whole Service of the 
Colony there are only five or six officers 
tlmt can be picked out for pe1·sonal a.llQw
m1ces I cannot. For me it is all or none. 
There a.re other men in the Service who 
iu-e quite deserving of an increase of thefr 
salaries. I do not uoderst,and the attitude 
of Government. The Colonial Secret,Lry 
in one brea.th says that Government 
docs not propose to put forward the 
increiLSeH in respect of those ot:lice1·s men
tioned in the Estimates. Mv friend the 
hon. Member for Georgetown ·North gets 
up and says he will vote for all of the items. 

No soone1· tha.n he sits down the hon. 
Member for Berbice Rivet· indical,es that 
the1·e are ce1·tain officers he is going to 
vote increases for while there are others 
he is not going to vote fo1·. I have a great 
regard for the value of the services of the 
hon. Member fo1· Berbice River as a legis
la.to1· and his sound commonsense, and also 
fol' the courage of the hon. \'I ember for 
Georgetown Noi:-th, but we say that the 
Colony is in the last stage of financial 
depre!<sion, yeL we are going to vote that A 
should get an allowance of £100, B £50
and C and D nothing at all. On every 
one of these items I am going to ask for a 
division so as to have my vote recorded 
against them. It is a ve1·y unpleasant 
thing to do. Most of these officers are 
personal friends of mine, but are we in a 
position iit the present moment to grant 
these allowances ? I indicated at the last 
session that I hoped Government would 
be able to restore the "cut" next year. 
I will ghu.lly vote for that, but not for dis
criminatiou. It is a hard thing to say, 
but otfice1·s who have not that "pull " at 
headquarters are left in the cold. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Many a.re called but 
few are chosen. The hon. Member knows 
lots of things but he does not know his 
Scripture. (Laughter). 

Mr. BRASS fNGTON: I have a high 
1·espect for the hon. Member's knowledge 
of Scripture, but I do not know that he 
c,uTies it. out very strictly. (Laughter). 

THE CHA[RMAN: Govemment's posi
tion with regard to these increases and 
allowances is that they all stand on the 
same footing. There are no personalities 
about the matter. They must all be passed, 
or iLll must come out. There can be no 
question a.bout that. I am gmteful to the 
hon. Me1nber for Georgetown North for 
what he has sa,id. The whole question is 
that certain Members indicated during the 
debate that they were going to pick and 
choose. Govemment has suggested that 
all these o tl:icers at·e deserving of these 
increases, and as far iis Government is 
concerned it is all 01· none. I will proceed 
to put the item. 

Mr. BH.ASSINGTON: My remarks did 
not include officer,; who we;·e given Per
sonal Allowances last ye'.Lr. I refel'l'ed to 
the new allowances, 
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. Mr. ELEAZAR: If Government's policy
is all ot· none Your Excellencv had better 
put the reduced amount at 0;1ce because 
we a1·e not going to vote Rome .,f them. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am in the hand� 
of hon. Members. The hon. Member for 
Western Essequebo has pressed for· a 
?ivision. If hon. Membet·s desire it, that 
item of $720 could be reduced to $4:80. 

Mr. BRASSlNGTON: On the E�tim,1te 
there is an item "Person,•l Allow,1m:e to 
Major Widdup, $4:80," but item Ik i:; 
carried out at $720. Wlmt we can do is 
to carry out the item i1t $4,80. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is what I have 
said. 

Mr. CANNON: In view of what Your 
Excellency has said I suggest to you that 
you allow me to move that the Pe1·sonal 
Allowances be taken en bloc. I unde1·
stand it is your wish not to have any per
sonalities dragged into it. At 11ny rate I 
suggest that we take a vote on them. 

M1·. LUCKHOO: The pronouncement 
Your Excellency made just now has put 
us in 11 great deal of difficulty. If I under
stand the position rightly, these items 
were put on the Estimate after due con
sidera.tion by Government, th,1t those 
officers were deserving of certain increases. 
If in view of certain remarks by hon. 
Members Government has changed its 
opinion and decided to withdrnw those 
items, let it be done at once. I quite agree 
with the view expressed that the sah1ry 
abatements should be restored to all 
officers before any Pet·sona-1 Allowances are 
given. It is manifestly .unfair that one 
officer should be given au incre,tse of 
salai·y while others are suffering abate
ments. The business of the Council cau
not be carried on in that wav. There are 
certain officers who I think should receive 
consideration, but if Government's attitude 
is that there should be no increases at all 
then I will vote with Government. 

I cannot subscribe to the view that the 
Imperial Government is going to bear our 
burden. I know the day is coming when 
we will hiwe to foot the bil 1. We will 
always h,we Crown Colony Governmeut 
unless we try to get out of our difficulties. 
\Ve have had help from the fmpel'i,t\ Gov
ernment, but when it comes to paying our 

officers' salaries it would not be right fo1· 
us to lean on the Imperial Government for 
any help in that direction. There are 
other important matters for the develop
ment of the Colony in re8pect-of which we 
can propel'ly appeal to the Imperial Gov
ernment fo1· help. I would like Govern
ment to state a definite policy i11 this matter, 
whether thern should be any increases or 
not. It will cause a great deal of dissatis
faction in the Service if these allowances 
,u·e given to cert11in officet·s and denied 
others. I think it is the unanimous wish 
of the Electives that the salary "cuts" 
should be restored to the whole Service, 
but the Colonial Office thinks they should 
continue to bear theie share of the bur
den. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I think the 
course recommended by the hon. Member 
for Geo1·getown N11l"th is ft very wise one. 
I undel'stood him to say that he would ask 
Your Exce1.lency to put en bloc those items 
by which it is proposed to increase the 
sala1·ies of certain officers by Personal 
Allowances. I cannot understand the 
attitude of the hon. Member for Eastem 
Berbice. He talked about the injustice of 
giving certain officPrs increases while the 
remainder of the Service continue to suffer 
" cuts" in their s,tlaries, and at the same 
time he thought ct>rtain officers wern 
deserving of increases. Cf this Couneil is 
to decide which officet'3 a1·e deserving of 
inct·eases and which are not, the only way 
that could be accomplished would be to 
appoint ,t Commission to inquire into the 
sahu·ies of the entire Set·vice. 'l'hat would 
obviate a lot of mipleasant remarks in this 
Council, itnd [ would suggest that Govern
ment take their courage in both lmnds. In 
my opinion this Colony is not in a position 
to increase the salaries of highly paid 
officials at the present moment. vVhat 
Me the lower rnnks of the Service and 
the man in the street g,)ing to s,1y? They 
will say it is favouritism. I al ways speak 
as I feel, and I feel very strongly. 

Dr. SINGH: I think the Colonial Secre
tary has already made a pronouucement 
that Government proposes to delete all 
Personal Allowances from the Estimate. I 
am prepared to support that. 

'rim CHA.TlUiAN : The Colonial Sec1·e
t,try has umde �he sta.tement as beiug the 
policy of Govemment in view of the 
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representations made by the Elected and 
other Members in regard to Personal 
Allowances next year. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that item Ik be carried out at $480. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item t·educed to $480, and amended to 
r·ead " Personal Allowance to Major 
Widdup, $480." 

Iiemls-Allowa1;1ces-Sergeant in charge 
Powder Magazine. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Has the Sergeant in 
charge of the Powder Magazine been 
removed? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ther·e 
has been a change in the holder of the 
office. 

Item 2i--Lighting Bridges, M.ahaica, 
Mahaicony and Abary, $20. 

i\·J r. PEER BACCHUS : Some years 
ago these bridges had gates which were 
used to prevent people passing cattle 
through at night, and were a great assist
ance to cattle owners in preventing cattle. 
stealing. A watchman was stationed at 
the bridges to check cattle passing 
through, but he was expected to do this 
work without remuneration. I appeal to 
Government to replace the watchmen and 
the gates. 

Item passed. 

ltem 35-Rent of Quarters, $780. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not know of any 

house for a Sub-Inspector that is worth 
$65 per month. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I understand it is 
for two houses ; not one. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
house at Belfield is $40 per month and the 
one in New Amsterdam is $�5 per month. 
The rent of the one in New Amsterdam 
has been increased. 

Item 39--Revenue Prntection Expenses, 
$1,200. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I would like to know 
what has been done to protect the revenue 
that is being lost in respect of those 
people who are making the ordinary 
refined oil but are not paying the Excise 
Duty which they are supposed to pay for 
making refined oil. As you are aware, the 
Copra. Boa.rd has taken this matter up with 
Your Excellency and various Departments 
on several occasions, and asked that some 
a_ction be taken. Up to the present I 
have seen reports of two cases prosecuted 
in Georgetown, but throughout the country 
this method of making semi-refined oil is 
going on, and Government is losing con
siderable revenue. I estimate that the 
revenue lost this year is something in the 
vicinity of $20,000. I attribute a lot of 
it to the fact that the Commissaries do 
not get any reward out of the fines. Some 
time ago Government abolished the system 
under which Commissaries shared in the 
fines imposed, and since then we have had 
comparatively few prosecutions. I believe 
if Government revived the system a good 
deal of revenue that is lost at present 
would be recovered. 

The Committee adjourned until the fol 
lowing day at 11 o'clock. 




