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-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Tuesclay, 8th Janiia1·y, 1935.

The Council met put·suant to adjourn
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Government, Sm CRAWFORD 
DouGLAS-JONES, Kt., C.M.G., President, in 
the Chair . 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, M1·. 

P. W. King (Acting). 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M. 
(Cantab.), LL.It (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi
nated Unofficial Member), 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director 
of Education. 

The Hon_ 'J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (Western 
Essequebo) . 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., M.E.1.C., 
Director of Public Works. 

The Hon. E. 1�. McDavid, M. R.E., 
Colonial Trea,suret· ( Acting). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrnde, Comp
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.l\LM., F.S.I., 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. For. 
(Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. N. Cann9n (Georgetown 
North) .. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Centrnl). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
. Amsterdam). 

The Hon. J .. Eleazar ( ne1'.bice River). 

The Hon. J'. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh 
(Demernra- Esseq uebo ). 

The Hon M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
U notlicial Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Seafol'd (Nominated· 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice ). 

The Hon. J. L. Wills /Deme1:ara River). 

MCNUTES. 
The minutes �f the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Friday, 21st December, as 
printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
Mr. F. Birkitt, Postmaster-General, took 

and subscribed to· the oath. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

EXPLORATION FOR OIL. 
Mr. BRASSINGTON asked the follow

ing questions: -
l. What, is th, p,licy of Ho,·er 11nent, ii nn.v,

in regurd t•• giving the vul>li<: nn 011por'1unity to 
exµlore certaiu a eas in the Colony for oil? 

2. Is Go1·ernme·1t, ,nv,1re lhat tlrn 'l'rinid d
Government i,ollect1d �83'i,000 in royalties from 
those enirag,·d in the oil indus�ry in 1',i,lidad 
for the elev n mon�hs enddd 30,h .November, 
1934 P 

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. P. 
W. King) replied as follows :-

1. GJverament's policy in regard t > tlie exvlor.
Rt inn, etc., f roil is � ,verne,I by the Mining 
(0,1 an,! Natnrnl (;as) Regulation•, 1931. 

:2. Uovernm3nt lias no i·1lor1n ,tiun n.s 10 the 
nmo mt collected liy the l'ri11U:i. l G ,vernment
as ruyaltie� ,lurin� 193l. 

FLOODING OF LIMA VILLAGE, 
Ml'. BRASSINGTON asked the follow

ing questions :-
1. \Vhat ste. s, if a:1y, nrd Government taking

to µ1·e,·eut a recur, euce of the Ii ,ocliug of the 
Vtll ,ge of Limn, on the Esseqnebo Coast?
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2. Has the Commission to examine and re

·port on the economic condition of the· Essequebo
Uoast been app ,inted, if su, will Hovernment
state its personnel, and when i, it likely to
commence its investigations 1

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 
·as follows :-

1. The present Jhod conditions have been
relieved to a cerhin extent by m1.ki<1g a cut
·trom Limii. into Alliance. Expenditure on
measures to prevent a recurr�nce of floc,ds is
preclu_ded O\v.ing to the impecunious state of the
.Drainnge Di8t.-ict.

2. The appointment of_ Uie Commission re
ferred t, i• beiog proc�eded with aud it, per
.s nioel will be anuounceJ shortly.

PILOT SERVICE. 
M1•; BRASSINGTON asked the follow

ing questions :-
1. \,\'hen clid c ,mpulsory Pilotage come into

force? 
2. J.Joder the Harbour an_d Pilotage Regula

tions, 1924, 'ivha� were tile qualifications re
_ quired of-

(a) First Class Pilots ;
(b) Second Ulass Pilots?

3. How many l'ilots were employed by the
Harbour Board frou:. 1st January, 1925, stating

(a) Their names in or<ler of _seniority; 
(b) The class to which they were then

appointed and the silaries attached there
to?

4. Have any Pilots been promoted since
1�25 from the secoud to the first Class? If so, 
state-

(ct) Their names; 
(b) Date of q nalification;
(c) Date of pt omotion?

5. When did the Chief Pilot reLire from the
Serviee? 

6. Is it a fact that t,he post of Chief Pilot
was aholishfd with the retirement of the la�t 
holder . of that ot!ice? If EO, has any financial 

· cousiderat ion Leen given the s •nior First Ubss
Pilot in view of his seniority'/

7. Was tl·e Pilot service re-organised as from
the 1st July, 193�? If so, stale the number
of Pilots now emµluyed, their names, classes
and" ,�bat increase of salary, if any, has been

· given them?
8. ls it a fact tbat Captain Gibrnn, R.N., who

made the Hyd1 ograpbic Survey of the Es,e
quebo- Hiver nnd the month of the Demernra
River, s· rungly recommenrled to the Harbour

. Boa,d that :i. very capable local officer who
. worked with ,)1i,m in· the· above surveys be
appointed permaneut Harbour Surveyor? If

.,,;o, �tate- ·
(a) \\' ho was the officer reco,umended ;
(b) His qualifications;
(C) VI hen was he appointed ;
(d)_ When was _his appointment te: minuted

and why 2 
9. Who is the officer now appointed aR

Hydrographer to the Harbour Department and 
. wbat is die sabry attached to this newly 

crPated i:ost 1 What are the qualifications of 
the officer appointed, and is ha fact he has 11.n 

assi,tant d�afted from the Lands and Mines 
Department as his drauglitsm1n? If so, state.,.. 

(c,) Salnry drawn by Hydrographet·'s 
draughsman. 

(b) Wby ,vas the officer recommended by
Captain Uibsoil, RN., not appointed to
the duol post?

10. Give the number of Captains now 
emplo.,e,l by the Transport and Harbourd 
Department stating-

(a) Their nnmes;
(/;) Da.te of appoint meut to t.be Service;
(c) Date uf proinotiou to Captain;
(cl) Pre��nt saiary of e ch.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY 1•eplieJ 
as follows:-

1. A� from 1st September, 19H.
2.-(ct) A k owle lge of the pilot1ge districts

in the Colony. 
(a) A knowleilge of the Demerara River

from the Lightship to the various wharves in 
Georgetown. 

Pilots a.re examined by a Committee compris
ing of the Harbour Masttar and twJsenior pilots, 
and on theit· recommendation to the Board 
licences are granted in accordance with their 
findings. 

NAME. CLASS. 8AL,\RY PER MONTH. 

J. Mcinnis Chief Pilot S 22U 
J. V. Mittlelbolzer 1st Class Pilot 140
J.B. Donornn... 1st 140 
E. H. Davies ... 2nrl ,. ,, 120 
C. H. Wal,·ott ... 2ud 120 
F. Stoll ... 2nd ,, ,, l2U 
V. Stoll ... 2ud ,, 120 
A. S. Mitt lelholzer 3rd ., ,, 74 
}?, Venture ... 3rd ·,. ,, 74 

4. Yes. Two pilots have been promote I to
be first class pilots-W ulcott and Davies, 

(Ii) (l) Pilot W1L!cot•-3Lst July, 19�5. 
(:,!) ,, E. R. Da- ies-Sept,., 19:H. 

(c) _(I) J uoe, 1928.
(2) Jauuary, 1980.

5, On the 30tlJ J110e. 1933. 
6. Y, s. The first cla 'S pi,ots were all put 0:1

a new scale of pay, as they ba,i all reached the 
maxi 11nm of their class previo11s lo the r�tire
m.ant of the Chief Pilot-. 

7. The Service w,ts re-organiEed and t!,e fol
low· ug 1>ilots were then io the employ: 

U. H Walcott, E. R, Da.vies and J. V.

Mittelholzo•, the sc de of pay -being
$1,58! to $1,920 by annual increments of
$48 inst!11d of the (or mer scale ot a flat
ru.te of SI ,680 per annum. One- sec:>nd
olstss pilot J, V. Stoll Sl,H0 per annum.
Two thir,l cla�s pilots were then provi,led
for on a basis of.$388 to $1,081) by S48 per
nnuu111. F. Venture and A. Mittelholzer,
f,,rmer Car1tain an•! Mnte of thi> Trans
p0rt & Harbour, Department re;pecti\'ely,
were appointed to the p sts. · 

8. Cuptain l,ibson suggested to the Harbonr
Board I bnt the rnrvices of the officer who 
assisted him iu currying out the work of the, 
IJy,lrc,g· a.phic Survey ot the Essequebo River 
should be retained, but ahhongh the sugges
tion was put intu effect, later it "as found lhat 
the duties of the office were not sufficiently 
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-understood to warrant bis retentio.n in the
amalgamated Department,

(a) C, S. Ridley,
(b) Land Snri•eyor 11.nd practical experience

under Captain Gibgon. 
(cl 1st January, 1930. 
(d) He was· transferre·d to the Lands and 

Mines Department as a surveyor on the
score of economy when the Harbours 
were amalgamated with the TraMport Department-31st December, 1930.

9. Captain E. R. Davies has been appointPd
Hy,trographer and Pilot to the Tr!l.nsport an·l 
Harbour; D,ipal'trnent., the salary attache1l to 
the roost being si,160 per aunum. 

Qiialifications.-l!irst Class B.O, l'. Certifi• 
·cate of Uompetency as Mate (square rigged),
Practical experience in hydroi;(rapbic surveying 
uuder Hn.rbour Mllaters past and present. 

(a) 8960 per annum,
(!,) On the score ot economy.

10. 

Date Joined Date of Pro• Salary 
Name, 

Service. 
motion to per Captain. Month,

---

H. B. Aroher ... 1915 1915 S !-0 l'. Seawa,d 1917 19:.!1 60 
J. Samp,on ... 1921 1921 60 J, H. Benjamin .. 19H 1924 60 C. Burrowes ... 1925 1926 60 W. Phillipa ... 1922 1931 60 

E. Benjamin ... 1926 1�34 45 

GOVERNMENT PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 
Mr. ELEAZAR asked the following 

questions :-
1. How many Go�ernm.ent Schools are there

iu the c.,Jouy, where are they situate a.od the 
n11mber of chilitren enrolled in each? 

2 Wl111t is the cost of maintenance of the 
Goverumeut Pri111ary School io Georg�town 
und�r the following beads:-

(t•) Stoff; 
(b) Equipment?

Major BAIN GR4,Y (Director of 
,Education) replied as follows :-

1. Tbe pat th:11Jars of the Government Schools
in the Colony are as stated below :-

Situation of No. of Pupils 
Schcol. enr ,Jled. 

(I) Brnad Street,, Georgetown ... 7t3 
(2) Beterverwa.gting, East Coast,

Demerara 329 
(3) No. 8 and No. 9 West Coast

Berbice ... ... 273 
(4) Rosignol, West Coa@t., Berbice ... 286 
(5) Bush J.o� Inf ant Schou!, Esse-

q 11ebo ... ... ... 26 
2. T1,e c, ·s•, of maintenance of the Govern.

ment School, Br,wl Stree', Georgetown, io 193-l 
is as follows, 

(a) Teachin� Staff .. , $ 6,361 94 
(b) Equipment 69 53 
(c) Other Expenses:-

Janitor ... ... s 240 00 
School Stationery ... 72 36 
Gii.rden ... 23 91 
Needlework Materials 12 00 
Text Book� and Miscel• 

laneous 10 53 358 80 
Total Cost $6,790 'ii1

BURNT EARTH ON W, C. BERBICE ROADS, 
Mr. PEER BACCHUS asked the fol

lowing questions: -
1. How many cubic 5•ards of burnt earth were

bought by Gove'rnment for the period 1st 
Ja.nu ,ry to 30th November, 1934, to be used on 
tbe W, st Uoast llerbice roads, and the total 
cost? 

2, lJow.: many cubic yards of burnt earth 
were used during the same period on the roads 
and the c6i!p of laying it down under the follovi• 
ing he vis :� · 

(n) Superdsion ;
(b) Hire o! carts ;
(c) Labour?

Major CRAIG (Director of ,Public 
Works) replied as follows:-

1. 3,650 cubic yards costing S5,9UI. 2. 2,496 cubic yards. The cost of laying theearth was as follows :-
(a) Supet'vision ... · $ 318 (b) Hire of carts $1,618 
<c) Labour ... $2,486 

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 
The Council resolved itself in Com

mittee and resumed consideration of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from Revenue dul'ing the year ending 31st
December, 1935, , . 

QUEEN'S. COLLEGE, 
Item le-Personal Allowance to Mr, 

E. O. Pilgl'im, $240, was deleted. 

-THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move in a new item, " 11 Passages of 
two·•Assistant Masters and families, $366," 
and that iterns 11 and 12 be renumbered 
12 and 13, respectively. 

. ; 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item. 13-Equipment of new playing 
field, $2,600. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I suggest that this 
work be done by the same labourers who 
are doing the bonification work at the 
Thomas Lands. It is all in the same 
neighbourhood. I also suggest that 
prison· labour which is being used to do 
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odds and ends might also be utilised and 
a considerable sum of money saved in that 
way. 

THE CHAIRMAN: A note will be made 
-of the hon. Member's remM·ks. I have no
-doubt that something can be dohe in the
dit·ecti()n he indicates.

Item passed. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

Item 3-Dietary $1,600. 

Mt·. BRASSINGTON: I would like,, to 
know ,vhat is 'the present numbet· of . boys 
at Ondemeeming. My information is that 
the number of boys has been greatly 
t-educed, and.it ,vould naturally, follow that 
it would not require as much for dietary, 
beiil'ing in mind that the cost of foodstuffs 
has not gone up. 

. Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests): 
The numbet· of .boys is 85. 

. TiIE CHAIRMAN : I think if the hon. 
• ·Member would refet· ·-to the Compat·ative
Statement.of Expen<;Uture, in which I know
he is very interested, he would find that
the-cost of dietary in the last few yea.rs
has been somewhere in the vicinity of
between $1,400 and $1,500. I know that
the number of boys in the School has been
slightly reduced, but it varies, and on the
advice .of the Medical Department certain
extrn food is being given which costs a
little more. · I do not think the reduction
in the number of boys i- sufficient to make
a:1y great difference in the cost of feeding.

Mr. BRASS[NG1'ON: I iisk that the 
item be · allowed to stand over until the 
pt·esent number of boys is ascertained. 
What is extraordinary is that Lhe B:iket·y 
vote has been reduced by $600. I take it 
-that b1·ead is a piirt of the dietarv, and I
'know that the answer will be that the vote
fluctuates according to the trade that is
done in the selling of bread. If that i� so
then we should have some infonniition to
go upon. What I complain a.bout is the
paucity of the information given here. All
the note about the Bakery is " Considered
sufficient."

Item held over. 

Item 4-Fuel and Lights, $240. 

Mr. AVSTlN: I notice that the vote 

has been increased by $120. Could it be 
carried out at $150? 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Superintendent, refening to the item,.,says 
that the vote, prior to the installation of 
the electrical plant in 1933, w,ili quite 
adequate, 'but as the plant is no,y · clrnrged 
to ,i certait1 specific gravity by the dit·ec
tion of the Government Electrical 
Engineer, the increase on the vote will he 
$100. 'l'llP. sub-head 6, Clothing ,ind 
Bedding, is reduced by tlmt amount. They 

·will have increased light and reduced
clothing and bedding. (Laughter .

Mt·. A.US'TIN: I move that the item be 
t·educed to $150. 

TaE CHAIRMAN : The hon. Meiubet· 
has heard the expliination, hasn't he? 

Mr. AUSTIN: Yes, I have, but I think 
it rathet· a.musing. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The cost of light 
has been increased by $ 100. It cannot be 
done for less. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am in agreement 
with that view, but I think $150 will meet 
the case. 

THE CHAlH.MAN: The SupE'riutendent 
does not think so. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We cannot be guided 
by the Superintendent at all. ·we have ai1 
elechic plant in New Amsterdam which 
has been running for 32 years without any 
accident. Suddenly the Government 
Electrical Engineer went up there and 
ordet·ed every house to be re-wired. He 
'increased the eYpenditut·e of everybody 
because the wil'e did not look nicely to 
him. I think the Engineer want3 a little 
repair ,ind not the plant. I agree that $150 
is quite sufficient. 

Mr. SEA.FORD : Is it maintenance ot· 
renewals? 

THE COLONIAL SECRET.ARY: As· I 
undet·stand the posir.ion, this plant wa� 
being run in :� cert:Lin way and the 
Engineet· examined it and g,Lve iristruction>'! 
tluit fot· the preservation of the phLnt it 
must ·be run at a highet· spe..:ific gravity 
which costs more. ·His point is that if 
that is not done the plant will det<:'riorate 
yery rapidly. I can .a,dd nothing -moi·e. 
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Mr. BRASSINGTON : I ask GoveL'll. 
ment. to give the Council some iriforma 
tion in regard to items 3 and 12 later on. 

ltem passed. 

Item 18-Purchase of mw ma,terials for 
Factory and Carpenter's shop, $850. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think we are entitled 
to more information. \Ve have a Forest 
Department and we are buying wood for 
tlie Industrial School. From whom are 
they getting the wood and at what price? 
"What is being done with thc: articles they 
make. If there is no information av,�ih�ble 
I will move that the item be reduced by 
half. 

Ma.jot·· BAIN GRAY: O11e thing they 
make from time -to time is school furniture 
which is paid for from the grnnt. Tl1ey 
have made very good school furniture. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Trea�urer) : 
The· footnote on page 64 gives some in
formation as to the credits of the Depart
ment from actual receipts and goods and 
labour supplied to other institutions. A 
total sum of $3,833.23 has been received 
for work done and goods supplied in 1933. 
In 1932 the amount was $3,900. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I see nothing about 
the carpenter's shop. 

Item passed. 

POST OFFICE. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: This Department is 

one of which Government l:lhould be 
heartily ashamed because the manocuvriug 
-I call it manoeuvrillg advisedly-is such
as to a.how that Government dopcn<ls
entirely upon its officers without making
any inquiry as to what is happening.
What is said of this Department is ••ppli
cable to ma,ny other Dep,�rtmcnts. Tho
Department makes a boast of haviug made
a saving of a.bout $i9,000. A saving in a
public utility service can only me,1n a
restriction of the facilities of the pel'sons
who are paying the taxes, and that is what
has transpired in this Department. I shall
endeavour to show that in a good many
instances tha.t is so. vVhen the present Post
master-Genera,l assumed his position we had
severnl post offices in various parts of the
Colony. 'l'o-day some of the most impor
tant offices have been closed down. In

one or two insb1nces n. Postmaster, who 
w:�s consirlcrccl to be ,i.t; the n.ge for rctire
men t and forced to l'cti1·0, lrns been re
employed and p:•id : \;lO p<'r month to c1�1Ty 
on what is caller!.� Post,d Agency. Some of 
the facilities to Lhe public hacl tu he 
restricted. The PoHt Otlicc Savings l3,L11k 
on the E,1st B,lllk of the Bnl'bicc ltivei· 
has been ab,wdonecl bc,;,�use tlie person in 
charge in only getting $10 per month and 
carrying on :t Posbtl Agency. 'l'here are 
several of the youngc•1· 1·elid clerks who 
were eng,1gecl :Lt a small salary-:-a mr•ximu111 
of $JSO which w:LS fix<cd at that figure 
bec,iuse there was a hope of tlieir bet:om
ing Postrnn.sten, 01•e11tu,dly. Their 
adv,uicement has been el1<•tkPd by the 
Posb�l �\gency sche11w. 81llue of theu1 
have been 9 nnd IO �·mr8 in one po�i tion 
llecausn their prn1L10Lion l1:Ls been blockc:l 
by these Po��al .-\gp11cies. "\\'lrnt is th<' rLd
vanta,ge of these Post:d A gene it's? It iH an 
attempt to s,we the sal:t1·y of the Post
master regardless of the inconvenience to 
the public by the ,Yithdrnwal of certain 
facilities they enjoyed. Two evils have 
been created in order to s::wc that little 
bit of money, and discontent is being 
caused. 

I do not know what is the idea. of the 
Department: whether they value intcnrnl 
improvements 0l' political a.rrnngemcnts. 
There is no impl'ovement in the service. 
All the a.tteoLion has be('Jl directed 
towa.rds saving $i9,000; at whose 
expense? Messengers' $2 bicycle allow,Lnce 
was reduced to $1, but thank� to Your 
Excellency tlrnt pL'oposal will 1,ot be 
carried out. Some of those 11rnssengl'r,; 
lmve served 1 J ,wd 16 )'l':Ll'S and ;Ll'e 30 
years of a.gc ,1ml ovrr. Th,·y h:•re uccn 
working for Government for the u1isl'rnble 
piLtance of $12 n11tl $Hi lll'I' mont.h ,uirl 
lmve no hope of g,·Uing any fol'l,her. I 
do not imy tlmt ,� urnn who is getting a 
sma.ll salary is justified in bei11g disl1onest, 
but Government mu.:;t know of Lhe amount 
of petty t.hieving tlmt goes on ,it tho Post 
Office Department. One cannot justify 
the conduct of the men, but Government 
must not give them all this teUJpt,ition. 
Isn't it tornpt,ition to lirwe 111011 h,.11dling 
thousands of dolhirs au<l payiug them the 
misernble pittance of between $.Jc8 and *14 
per month? '\Vhen these la.rgc sa.ving� t�re 
being made Government :;hould inquire 
into the matter. 

rhe Postmastel' of New Am:;tcrlbm is 
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d'en1ed a house allowance although his 
_immediate· pred'eqessor but one was given 
an allowa�c·e:. The maximum salary of the 
po'st is $19'0 pet· month, but the man who 
has been s'ent there gets $107, the minimum, 
a:nct the iincrements have been reduced from 
$96 to $72. The result is that no oftice1· 
will ever reach the maximum because it 
will take him 15 years to do so. There 
has been a clelibernte manipulation and 
juggling with figures to prnvent im officer 
from reaching the maximum sahwy. Why 
has the increment been reduced from $8 to 
$6 in the case of the only first-class office? 
I cannot account for what is happening in 
Nyassaland or in any backw,ird country 
where people go about in loin cloth. I 
cannot understand people seeing British 
Guiana through West African spectacles. Is 
it not a fact that in the past all Postmasters 
have either received a free house or a, house 
allowance? If that is a fact, why is that 
differentiation? The Postmaster in New 
Amsterdam is living in a hovel because he 
cannot afford to pay more. The idea of 
Governors or Government officials who 
come from undeveloped countries and see 
the people of this Colony living under 
civilised conditions is that they have too 
many facilities. When there was an 
attempt to reduce messengers' bicycle 
allow,mce and an increase of the salary of 
the Head of the Department I cannot help 
mentioning the fact that the salary of the 
Postmaster-General prior to the anival of 
the present holder of the office wa,s £700 
per annum. To-d,iy it is £825. 

THE CHATRMAN: The hon. :M:ember 
has no doubt said all he had to say and I 
cannot allow him to proceed further. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : r have not heard what 
Your Excellency said. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do uot propose to 
say it again. Will the hon. �ember take 
hii; seat'? 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : My friend has made 
certain observations regarding the expendi
ture of the Department and pointed out 
that certain facilities have been curtailed 
in order to effect savings. I agree with 
his suggestion that it is false economy to 
restrict the facilities which were afforded 
the public in the past,. I am in agreement 
with him particularly on the question of 
th� Postal Agencies, anrl I have in mind 

what occuned not very many years ago in 
one of the most populous suburbs of 
Georgetown. I rnfer to the village of 
Kitty on the East Coast. Some years 
ag.o when the population in that village· 
was ve1'y much smallP1' than it is to-day 
the Post Office was conducted in a central 
part of the village. When the late Sir 
Gordon Guggisberg came to the Colony
and I believe it was through his instru-
mentality that Postal Agencies were intro
duced-the Post Office at Kitty was 
removed, and it is now being carried on at 
the railway station, the most southern 
part of the village. Your Excellency is 
a.ware that Kitty has a population of about
7,000 people, and to carry on such an
important public senice as a Post Office
on the present site is ridiculous. In
iicldition to its removid, the activities of
the Post Office were reduced. I am
informed that at present postal orders can
be obtained but not money orders. It will
be admitted that the safety of money
orders through the post is much greater
than that of postal orde1·s, and I think the
matter should be inquired into by Gov
ernment. I understand that Government
is looking around for a suitable site for
the erection of a Police Station in the dis
trict. f know that would be very welcome
and I make these observations in the hope
that when that time arrives Government
might consider it necessary to remove the
Post Office from its present site to a more
central part of the village where I believe
it will :ilso put the Police Station.

That is not my only criticism of the 
Post Office. I desire to bring to Govern
ment's notice what seems to me to be 
something that is beyond the comprehen
sion of any ordimiry human being. I refer 
to the Parcel Post 1·ates between this 
country and the United Kingdom: You 
cau post a llb. parcel to Canada and the 
United States for one shilling, but to the 
United Kingdom there is a sliding scale 
with a maximum weight of 3lbs. on which 
the rate is 54 cents. On a llb. parcel the 
rate to the United Kingdom is 54 ·cents 
while to the United States, a foreign 
country, it is only one shilling. If a parcel 
is posted to the United Kingdom under 
the letter rate of postage the charge is 44 
cents. That is something I do not under
stand. There must be something wrong 
about that. I know that representations 
have been made, but so far as I know the 
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mattel· has either not been looked into or 
we can never hope to have it put right. 

Another matte1· that affects the com
me1·cial community is the questiou of the 
closing of foreign mails. At the present 
moment . the Postmaster-General states 
that he requires three hours between the 
sailing of a steamer and the closing of the 
ordinary mail, and he chiims that tLat 
time is required in order to save uertain 
expenditure for overtime. Tluit is where 
I agt·ee with the view of my friend, the 
hon. Member for Be1·bice River, that it is 
a rest1·ictio11 of the facilities the public 
formedy enjoyed. I think three hours is 
too long a time required by the Post 
Office for the closing of foreign mails, 
especially in some cases whe1·e a steamel' 
al'l'ives in the morning and sails· in the 
afternoon, when there is very little time to 
attend to mails. I think it is the duty of 
·the Post Office to assist the public so that

· replies to letters can be sent by the same
steamer. Sometimes it is stretched be
yond a joke. Not very long ago a steame1'
for the United Kingdom left the port at 
one o'clock in the mornin� but the mails
were made up at 2 o'clock the previous
afternoon. There was no interval of three
hours in that case. The reason given was
that; the agents of the steamer wanted the
mails put on board by 6 p.m. Even then
there was au interval of fout' hours. I
know that this Council will be told that
three hou1·s is about the shortest period
to be allowed h:wing regard to the 
fact that there are special mails m:vle
up afterwards. If tlmt is so it seerus
to me that Governrneut gr:1sps at eve1·y
opportunity to o.btain revenue from
the public. This is lL pttblic utility se1·
vice, and I depreeiate the st,tnd being
adopted by the Post Office in this matte1·
in charging a hite fee for posting lrnlf an
hour after the closing of mails. 'l'hree
l�ours is much too long :i time. I see the
Postmaster-General in his seat this morn
ing and I hope he has been listening \·ery
c1u·efully to wh,1t has been said and that
he will set about to put these matters
right.

M.r. AUSTIN: I am going to touch on 
anothe1· matter. At the beginning of the 
session it was st,ited t!mt the Postmaster
General estimated a loss of about $600 
through open letters being sent through 
the Post Office for one cent. I won-

der if he can stop the leakage which 
has been taking place for some time, where 
officials and others have been sending 
Christmas cards and charity letters 
franked. There must be some regulation 
dealing wiLh the use of the frnnking 
system. It seems to me t.hat it is being 
fat· too libe1·ally used, and often in ,cases 
where the envelopes cont,iin no official 
documents. I think Government should 
inquire into the matter. 

M 1·. PEER BACCHUS : I am going to 
join the previous speakers in asking for 
consideration fol' tl1e staff of the Post 
Otiice. They are being badly treiited and 
not getting foirplay. I refe1· particularly 
to the letter-caniers. One can imagine the 
hardship of a letter-c,inier who is a 
manierl man getting $13 or lrl4 per month, 
not living in the distl'ict to which he be
longs and having to rent a house out of 
that small salarv. It is 110 wouder that 
thieving is goi"ng on in the Department. 
The system of recovering losses by the 
Post Oltice Depa1·tment is a novel one. If 
it happens that money is lost eve1·y office1· 
who handled that monev has to contribute 
to its replacemPnt. It seems monstrous 
to me. J t is because of the false economy 
adopted by the Department, and I think it 
would be in the best interest of the Colony 
that olfice1·s of the Department should 
receive fair salaries. 

Another method of saving, I under
stand, is by under-grading officers. I think 
the postal officers are the most discon
tented in the Service. Officers who should 
be in the 3rd or 4th grade are put lower. 
I think a commission of inquit-y into the 
working of this Department is necessary 
because it seems to me that the Postmaster 
General does everything by himself, 
and says at the end of the year " I have 
saved so much." He hiis made savings to 
the detriment of the staff. 

l\'Ir. WILLS: I would like to draw 
attention to the high rental being po.id by 
telephone reuters. They are also called 
upon to make a deposit. I do not know 
whether the money is deposited by way of 
security, whether it is used by Government, 
and whether the depositor gets any inter
est on his money. I know that a private 
company in this City also ex,1cts a deposit 
from its customers, m1d that the deposi
tors are credited with interest on their 
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money. I would like to know whether the 
sruue system is n,dopted by Government as 
regucb the renters of telephones. 

Anot,hcr point I would like to draw 
attention to is as r0gards renters of 
telephones in the eountry disL1·ids, parti
eularh· on the J£,1st Coast. Your Excel
lu11..:y · is aware tlia.t tho�e reutcrs p>1,y ,t 
Vl'l')' high rental. vVl1ilst tlH�l'C is 1 1othin_g 
in the :tgrecnicnt which the\' are calleZl 
upon to �make as rC'g,tl'lls tlie time they 
shoult.l ,;pc,tk through the tclupho1w, it 
o;'te11 h,LJ;pons th.tt as soon as one tak<'S 
up the nJecivc1· he is told tlmt the line is 
rel1uircd. It 11.mkes convern,1tion through 
the telephorte uncomfortable. Renters 
should IJp. given a, re,isonable time to spectk. 
Th,it is the sort of service the public is 
getting. Perktps i;owcthiug c,w be done 
to remedy it. 

T notice that on the Estimate provision 
is made for a small increase of sa.lary to 
messengers, ru1·,tl letter-carrie1·s and 
tiuxiliary apprentices. I observe in some 
cases the increase is from $2 to $6 on the 
incremental basis, a.nd that the increase to 
be given a.t $1 per year. '.rha.t is pla.ying 
with thP. situation. I suggest tlmt the 
men be given the waximum amount as 
eiil'ly as possible. 

l\'.li-. BRASSINGTON: Earlier in the 
sc,ssion \l'hen the Public 'Not·ks Extraordi
n:u·y vot(, was \wing discussccl-T :1m 
sp1�akin� g(•11crnlly on the Post O:lice 
Dl'j'arLnH'1tl; -I drew altcnt.ion to the 
mis!·r,tl,l,· quartt•1·s -in which the Post,n,Ls
tl'r� Jin·. [ iil'liL·1·0 111v 1·e1n:trks \\'Ore 
given snme ,1U,c11Linn, a;1d tli,it cffoi·ts arc 
bei11g 1n,1du to i1nprovc• the living condi
tions of scver,tl oE the Postmasters in the 
Colony. But wlmt I lmvc tt!lrnys felt in 
regard to Post,rn1sters t111d other employees 
a.t tho Post Ollico Department is tlrnt
tlic? ,ire 111ii;crnb-ly p,Lid, t,iking into con
sideration tho hourn they arc ct1lled upon
to wol'k a.nd the responsibility attaching
to Lhell.1. It i� all verv well for <,overn
ment to sa.y "vVe would ·like to pay quite
tt number of Civil Servants \.Jetter s,tlarics 
lrnt the fi,mn<;ial position of the Colony 
does not perniit it-.." J \.J0g to difl'et· from 
Gorernment. I lmve s,iid it reperiterlly 
during the bs1: 20 years tha,t if a. more 
\.Jusincsslike ,tttitude w,ts btkcn up in 
1·e•ganl to n1u11i11g the Civil Service of the 
Colony we \\'Onld be :J.ble to pay Civil 

Servants better salaries, but most of our 
money has been fritterd away by successive 
Administrations in a.ll sorts of gambles. 
It docs not matter to the Head of a 
Department. He has some pet scheme, 
a.ntl iustcad of economy being effected
a gre,tt increttse is the result,. l t does
not matter to him; he promptly
gets promotion somewhere else. That
sort of thing does not ol.Jtain ill commer
ci,tl life where a. ma.u is p:i.id by results.

As rega,rds the Depa.rtmP.nt I. have noth
ing but praise for most, if not all, of the 
postal employees. I ha.ve been brought 
into touch with the Postmasters for i1 
very long numher of years, long before I 
was eleeted to this House, a.nd I have 
a.lways fouud them to be most obliging and
hard-working and considerate in their
1·elations with the general public. · But it
is no wondc�r if there is dissatisfaction
amongst a cel'ta,in number of the employees
at the Post Ofl:ice owing to the numbet' of
hours they have to work and their respon
sibilities. How is it to be remedied I do
not know.

Another mo.ttcr is the Postal Agencies. 
I protested as fat· a.s Essequebo is con
cerned, anrl similar protests were made 
with respect to other constituencies. In 
Essequebo there a.re several Posta.l Agen
cie8, and they luwc ereated grea.t discon
tent. There is one at Danielstown. where 
there was ,t Pust Office, ::md another at 
Capocy where there was a.lso a Post Office. 
Tile l'ostal Agents get a pittance for run
lling these Age,wies a.11d h,�ve all the work 
and very ne,u·ly the same responsibility 
as Postmasters have. Tha,t is economy 
in the wrong direction, economy that 
has crent.cd hardships and discontent. 
It is these things tlrnt are cre:J.ting 

.the clisi;,itisfaetion that a.t present exists 
in this Colony and has existed for 
the hist 4 or 5 ymirs. \.Yhat is sad is that 
the expenditure keeps mounting up but the 
conveuiences keep lesseuing. \\'here it is 
all going to encl I do not know. I am 
looking forward \\'ith interest to hear the 
Postmasler-Genernl's defence in regard to 
these Postal Agencies, the inadequate pay 
of many of the junior employe('S at the 
Post OLike, and \\'hat to my mind is a 
serious charge ma.de by the hon. Member 
fot· Berbice River in regard to new a.ppoint
ments. Whitt T. will term an unjustifo1ble 
experi_ment to show on paper a reduction 



· 479 Committee ot Supply 8 JANUARY; 1935, Committee of Supply 480

in expenditure is false economy which 
leads to no improvement. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : The Postmaster-
General has to reply. I sat down at Your 
Excellency's request, but there are certain 
matters which, in fairness to him and his 
Department he should be given an oppor
tunity to deal with. If Your Excellency 
will allow me I will tell you shortly. One 
is that PostmasterR, who are in charge of 
S:1vings Banks, have ht�d their work 
increased because they now have to pt.y out 
on demand. They do not get a penny 
extra for tho,t work, but the clerks of the 
Departments in Georgetown, who ·only 
check the accounts, get a bonus at the end 
of the year amounting to as much as $100. 
I am told that the Postmaster-General has 
a policeman stationed at the Post Office 
all the time for the purpose of discover
ing irregularities. If it is necessary for a 
policeman to be there all the time it is 
cleat· that something is wrong. These are 
r.riticisms which the Postmaster-General 
should know of. I also understand that 
the stamps of the whole Colony am in the 
charge of a 31·d class clerk. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I would like to em
phasise one or two points with respect to 
the housing of some of these distt·ict Post
masters. I know that steps have been 
tttkeu to provide conveniences for some of 
them, but thern are other cases in which 
no prope1· arrangements h:-we been made 
for the Postmasters and their families to 
live on the premises. Tn one case there 
a1·e two bedrooms for the accomrood,Ltion 
of a Postmaste1· and his family of about 
six or seven. ·with re�pect to the Post
master in New Amsterdam, I should like to 
support the hon. Member for Berbice 
River with regat·d to provision being made 
for 11 hou8e allowance for that officer. 
Since his a.rriva.l in the Countv he and his 
family ha·:e been suffering f�·om malaria. 
It is not due to th2. sanitary condition of 
the ,town but of the particular locality 
where he got a house at a price to suit his 
means. 

"With respect to the pay of the mes
sengers I think the matter should be gone 
into and some revision made in the rates. 
I think one Postal Agent on the Coren
tyne is paicl about $14 per month out of 
which he has to provide a messenger. He 
is a retil'ed Postmaster, and advantage is 

being taken of the fact that he is a pen
sione1·. He asked for a house allowance 
and the magnificent sum of $1 was added 
to his salary. We want to see these men 
rec?i ving a square deal and a living wage. 

Mr. BIRKITT (Postmaster,General) : 
I have listened with much interest to all 
the remarks made about the Department 
this morning. I feel thn.t it is rather 
dil:licult for me to answer some of the 
questions. Since l hn.ve been in the 
Colony T have done my best to run the 
Post Office Department on the least pos
siblr expenditure n.nd give the best se1·vice. 
I think it will be admitted by some that 
there have been improvements made. I 
do not think there a1·e any subordinates 
in the DepMtment who arc not better off 
now than when I came here, except for 
one 1·eason, that is restr-icted p1·omotion 
through the forced conversion of Post 
Offices into Postal Agencies. It should be 
remembered that about 1928 or 1929 the 
Post Office, in common with other· Depart
ments, was called upon to make economies 
to assist the Colony in balancing its 
Budget. As Head of the Department I 
thought it my duty to save as much as 
I pos;;ibly could within reason. Much 
stress has been laid upon the miserable 
pay given to the subordinate st11ff. I am 
in agreement that the pay of the subor
dinate staff is not what it should be. For 
the past three or four years I have been 
making representation., to Govemment to 
improve their coud itions, and I a.ru 
pleased to say tlmt th is ye,u· the m,Ltter 
has received some considerntion, and on 
the Esti1m1te you will see there iire certain 
increases to s�bordinate members of the 
staff. (Hear, hear). 

In 1928-1930 those economies involved 
many sacrifices on the part of the Post 
Office Department. They did 11ot only 
tou<:h the lower grades as regards re
stricted promotion but also affected the 
senior officers. One ex,Lmple is the aboli
tion of the post of Assistnnt Postmaster
General. This wn,s offered to Government 
in order to save further sacrifices by the 
subordinate staff. Since the abolition of 
the Assistant Postmaster-GenPralship I 
have endeavoured to carry on with the 
assist,111ce of two or three other senior 
officers the duties of the Assistant Post
m11ster-Genernl, but it has been with very 
much difficulty. The physical strnin upon 
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my seµior officers through · th.is abolition 
has been very heavy. 

As regards the bicy_de allowances r\'l
_ ferred to by the hon. Member for Berbice 
River, there has been no reduction �from 
$2 to $1 on the . Estimate.. Letter
carriers and what are known ,LS appren
tices have been recommended for their 
first bicycle ,Lllowance. Letter caniers in 
Georgetown have been recommended for $1 
per month as a start, and auxiliaries for 
50 cents per month. 'rhey have not pre
viously received any bicycle allowance. 

With respect to the conve1·sion of Post 
Offices into Postal Agencies, as I have 
said befo1·e, the Department had to take 
its share in. finding economies, and this 
was considered by the previous Governor 
as one method of making. economies .. The 
offices which did the least amount of work 
were marked fo-r conversion, and we have 
carried on since that time with Postal 
Agencies. Admittedly the Postal Agencies 
do not do the same amount of work as 
Post Offices. Savings Bank work was 
excluded in most cases, Money Orders, and 
also in one 01· two cases telegraphic work. 
I hope the time is not fat· distant when, 
now that we have turned the corner (No, 
no,) we shall- get back not only the Post 
Offices we have had to convert into Postal 
Agencies, but more Post Offices which 
undoubtedly serve a very useful purpose 
to the communities in the districts. They 
keC'p in touch not only with the daily 
post,�l requirements but also serve many 
other purposes including Treasury pay
ments, and there is scope to even extend 
the work of the Post 01-lice. 

As regards the deposit by telephone 
renters and the alleged high rates 
charged fo1· trunk calls to renters, on 
the �E,ist Coa�t p,1,1·tict1l,wly, I have 
alreadv forestalled hon. Members in 
.that 17espect by mnking representations to 
Government that the rental for country 
.subscription should be reduced, that in 
certain c,1ses <leposits shoul<l be waived, 
and that as reg,Lrds countl'y suhscribe1·s 
the method of p,Lying a fee for every call 
ove1· the Eiwha.nge should be abolished 
and an inclusive rental cha1·ged instead. 
The matter is in the hands of Government 
and I am very optimistic that my scheme� 
will be adopt3d. The Hon. Mr. Se,Lford 
some d,1ys ago rnised t,he po.int about pres-

sure on the East Coast lines. Government 
will endeavour to remedy most of those 
defects by stationing an efficient faultsman 
in that district. It_ means a little morn 
expenditul'e but I think pe1·sonally, 
and so does the Ch-ief Engineer, that 
tha,t is the best way . of dealing with 
the difficulties thet·e. Evel'y telephone 
service has ditbculties, and when it 
is realised tlrnt our sel'vice operates 18 
ruillion calls pet' yea1·, and also that ettch 
telephone subscribe1· on an avernge h,Ls 18 
C!Llls per day and pays 7 cents pet· day for 
rental, or less than one fa1·thing pet· call, 
I do not think the chiuge of excessive 
rental is altogether wananted. It must 
be realised that the cost of material and 
staff these days is highe1· than yeiu·s ago 
when the rental was low. 

The hon. Membel' for Berbice River 
made some remar-k about N vassaland. I 
can assure him that it is a ve�·y delightful 
country, like British Guiana, but I would 
like, once and for all, to remove this 
bogey about Africau experience. My 
expe1·ience was gained in the British Post 
Office. I was seconded to Africa, and I 
gave them the benefit of the training I 
had r·eceived in the British Post Office. 
(Heat·, hear), 

As regards the Postmasters' salaries no 
one is more fully aware than I am of the 
fact that the district Postmasters in this 
Colony at·e .inadequately paid, but it mus.t 
not be lost sight of tha,t the time is not 
opportune for effecting considei·able im
provement in their pay. They work long 
hours. I cannot speak too highly of the 
co-operation I have received from them in 
my efforts to make them give the public 
the best and most courteous se1·vice that 
can be given. I hope, probably during 
the next year, to ,Lgain go into the ques
tio11 of Postmasters' pay. \Vhen I cu.me 
to the Colony it was the first question I 
tackled, and they wern given increased 
salaries in most ca,ses. Not one of the 
members of the Postmasters' staff has 
expressed to me any dissatisfaction with 
thuse improvements in their sahLries in 
1928, but now they ,Ll'e beginning to make 
rep1·esentations to me for ful'ther improve
ments. As I have said, I will go into the 
m,itte1· during 1935 and I will-see if I can 
make ful'ther favourable rnpresentations 
on their behalf, beeause I am fully aware 
that in most C,Lses they arn worthy of 
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better pay·owing to thei1· financial respon
sibilities and the work they have to do. 

As regards the Pal'cels Post rates which 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
touched upon, I approached the United 
Kingdom Post Office about 18 mouths ago 
to· per-mit this Colony to have what is 
known as a Parcels Post pound scale, which 
provides a cel'tain rate for a pal'cel weigh
ing under llb and so on. At present we 
work by four scales, 3lbs, lllbs, l 7lbs 
and 2:Hbs. The· reply was that they re
g1·etted they could not entertain at the 
present stage a pound scale, but as the 
result of those representations a small, 
packet service was intl'oduced. This, as'· 
the hon. Member is aware, is a very cheap 
service. You. ca_n send by that se1·vice 
pra-::tically eve1·ything you wish up to a 
limit of 2lbs. That service provides at a 
cheap rate a method of sending small 
parcels to the United Kingdom, and there 
are no restrictious that a letter must not 
be enclosed. Sometimes a Customs label 
has to be attached. The service .has been 
made very great use of and is very pop·ular. 
Much -as I would like to get better parcels 
post rates with the United Kingdom I do 
not think it would serve any useful purpose 
to _again represent the case to the United 
Kingdom Post Office at )?resent. 

in this Colony. It is a· serious matter to 
place the despa.tch of a mail in jeopardy, 
and in my opinion there are very few over
seas mails which leave this country that 
do not require three hours to fully com
plete them for despatch to the steamer. 
I would like to invite one or two of the 
hon. :Members to visit the Post Office when 
overseas mail is being despatched. I think 
they ,vould then change their opinion as 
regards the time which is necessary to 
despatch the mail. Usually we have to 
despi�tch mails to 19 different destinations, 
and the letters have to be thoroughly 
checked, because if we mis-send a letter an 
avalanche falls upon us although we deal 
with three to fou1· million letters everv 
year. \Ve are not infallible, but-we try to 
take every po5sible precaution to direct 
letters to their proper course. '.l'he des
patch of overseas mail is a big strain on 
the staff who have much detailed work to 
do. They luwe to be weighed, properly 
checked and divided into sections. Regis-
tered letters have to be very minutely 
dealt with. Each one has to be signed for 
and closely inspected. In addit1on to that 
the bags have to be sealed and properly 
checked, and all sorts of records kept. I 
am- convinced, after very close study, that 
much as I would like to give the public 
here a longer time to post overseas letters 
before the despatch of the mail it is not 
practicable to do so without running 
grave risk of placing the whole despatch 
in danger. It might possibly he tried if 
more staff is given to us, but that means 
that my present staff would -also have to 
work longer hours. Most of them come 
in at 6 o'clock in the morning and are 
nearly always in the office until 8 o'clock 
at night. They get overtime pay but the 
rate is not what it might be. 

The Hon. Mr. Austin touched upon the 
question of semi-official cii· unofficial com
munications being sent· · th1·ough the post 
under the franking system. The Franking 
Regulations clearly lay down what can be 
sent by free post. A1:1yGJ:iing which is sent 
by post is sealed and .is, "under the signa
turn of the responsil,)le/officer. The Post 
Office has no authority to open such lethirs. 
'.l'hat can onlv be done under a warrant 
from the Gov�rnor. Ho.wever, where cases 
arn found in which the official franking 
service has· been used when it should not 
have bern uiied--sometimes it leaks out 
by accident�the matter is immediately 
brought to the notice of the Head of the 
Department and it stops immediately. ·It 
is a ve1·y serious matter undoubtedly to use 
the franking service when it should not be,
and eve1·y effort is made by the Post Office 
Mails· Branch staff and by myself to stop 
:my abuse of the official franking service. 

As r·egards the question of closing over
seas mails, I have given it very serious 
thought during the eight years 'l have been 

With regal'd to quartel's for the distl'ict 
Postmaste1·s, I think the Dirncto1· of 
Public \V 01·ks will beat· me out in saying 
that we are doing ou1· best for the district 
Postmasters in this rnspect. Dul'ing 1934 
th!'ee district Post Oftices lmd additional · 
bedrooms attached to them. One 0l' two 
·othel's were painted. \Ve have listed six
more to be considerably improved dul'ing
next year, and I hope we will go on
improving and adding to them and making
them presentable aud suitable fol' public
officers during the succeeding years. I am
sure Government will give Postmasters
every support in that respect. No one
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wishes a Postmaster with 7 or 8 children 
-I have one with 9-·to be in quarters
which are not suitable for the upbringing
of his children. Least of all I do not
want it.

As rega1·d1:, what is called the policeman 
who iB stationed at the Georgetown Post 
Office, some years ago a, very respected 
decea;ied Member of this Council suggested 
that it would be a ve1·y good idc,t to have 
ti police const,tble po�ted n.t the M:0111�y 
Order counter in Georgetown to watch the 
activities of the public. Following on 
that it was found necessary to employ the 
Police Department to a very great extent 
in connection with what is known as Post 
Office crime. That happens in every other 
Post Office. In my opinion there is less 
stealing in this Post Office than in the 
others of which I have experience. (Hear, 
hear). But, at the �ame time, with a view 
to obtaining greater efficiency and ferret
ing out· the various inquiries and com
plaints made against the Post Office, it was 
considered ne<.:essary that instead of calling 
upon the Police Department on every occa
sion on which a complaint is made, whether 
some member of the public had obtained 
money by false pretence, or said they had 
sent money through the post when they had 
not, or of missing letters which require 
even <.:loser attention, to raise the question 
with Govemment of having seconded to 
the Post Office a suitable Police N.C.O. to 
inquire into all those <.:ases. 

That request was granted and prov1s10n 
has been ·made on the Estimate for the last 
two yeus. 'l'his policeman is well trained in 
the Post Office routine and has done 
admirable wo.rk. He deals with all com
plaints of alleged non-payment of Postal 
Orders and Money Orders, missing tele
grams and complaints against the Post 
Office where letters have gone astray, and 
in most of those cases . we arrive at a 
definite decision, either that the person 
had .forgotten that he had received the 
money, or his 01· her sister had signed his 
signaturn and received the money, or that 
a letter had nevel' been posted. We have 
scores of similai· cases, and I think that 
of the complaints we get against the Post 
Office 75 per cent. are found to be due to 
no causes within the Department. The 
Depa.rtment is even blamed when people 
do not get a reply to their letters, or 
when goods ordered have not.b.een received. 

It is not the duty of the Post Office to 
force correspondents to reply to letters, or . 
firms to send goods, but at the same time we 
do take a lot of trouble over those cases 
and we endeavour to satisfy every complain
ant. I think the employment of the N.C.O. 
has been a huge success, and I hope there 
will be no opposition to his continuing 
in the Department. In every Post Office 
there is what is known as a Confidential 
Inquiries Branch which deals with the 
cases I have quoted. Here usually the 
Postmaster-General 01· his assistant has 
had to deal with those cases, but with the 
abolition of the post of Assistant 
Postmaster-General it has not been pos
sible for me to give that attention. The 
N.O.O. is of great assistance to me and 
it is necessary that he should continue in 
the Post Office Department. 

As regards the officer now ca,nying out 
the duties of Stamp Issuer, known as the 
Stamp Clerk, some years ago a 1st class 
clerk combined those duties with other 
duties. I did not consider that altogether 
a satisfacto1·y arrangement, and I had · one 
officer placed upon the special duty of 
Stamp Clerk. He was given the highest 
pay of the 6th class, and on my recom
mendation he went up to the 5th class. 
All his issues are checked by a 1st class 
clerk. This Stamp Clerk along with 
others who hold specific titles will 
probably receive consideration as regards 
their salaries by a Committee known as 
the Unclassified Service Committee which 
has not yet functioned, but it is prob1tble 
that it will function during the comin� 
year. 

With regard to the new Postmastel' i11 
New Amsterda,m, that officer was at Suddie 
and his maximum was $1, l 76 per year. He 
was appointed Postma,ster at New Amster
dam 'at the minimum of $1,284 a year 
which gave him an immediate increase of 
$108 per year. Recognising that the 
Postmaster had to forfeit his quartet's 
when he left Suddie to go to New Amstel'• 
dam, recommendation was made by me to 
Government that he should be given two 
extrn increments of $72 each to compen
sate him for the loss of quarters. It is 
admitted that $144 is not sufficient for the 
payment of his rent in New Amsterdam, 
but it is recognised that he has lost his 
quarters and something has been done to 
assist him. His appointment is still- sub-
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ject to the approval of the Secretary of 
State but J anticipate no ditEculty in that 
respect. He has received altogether on 
leaving Suddie for New Amsterdam, an 
increase of $21 pet· month, and continues 
to rise by increments of $i2 to as far as 
he cim go before he retires. Admittedly 
he will not teach the maximum, but I 
think this scale was on the Est,imates more 
than eight years ago. As far as I know I 
have never interfered in any way with the 
scale of the New Amste1·dam Postmaster's 
salary. I increased the scale of the Post
masters in Georgetown to the same maxi
mum. If I remember rightly in l 927 
there was some outcry in this Council 
against the eve1·-growing expenditure of 
the Post Office Department, and the hon. 
Member for Western Essequebo touched 
upon the increasing expenditure and noth
ing to show for it. I am pleased to say 
that the Post Office expenditure has been 
reduced by $35,000 since those years, so I 
do not think l can be expected to show 
anything for reduced expenditure. 

vVith respect to the switch-board at 
New Amsterdam, l think Your Excel
lency will deal with that matter. It has 
been under considerntion of Government I 
know. As regards the question of interest 
on telephone deposits, this is not the only 
country which has telephone deposits. 
'I'hey exist in most' countries and are much 
higher than in this Colony. T am looking 
for .an opportunity whereby 1 can recom
mend the total abolition of these deposits, 
but I must have the support and co-opera
tion of telephone subscribers in this 
respect. Ev, ry quarter, out of 1,000 sub
scribers in Georgetown probably only 
about 200 have paid their subscriptions 
by the 10th day of the quarter, which is 
the last day on which they should pay. 
That means that if I carried out the 
ltegulations 800 subscribers would l:.,e dis
connected. Rei1ters know that we give 
them grace at least until the end of the 
month. By the end of the month there 
are still 200 or 300 who have not paid, 
and then we have to taks other steps. 
We warn every defaulter not once but 
twice, and sorri�times three times. Even
tually we get in anothe1· 150 by this very 
inconvenient method of the Department. 
Then another small number, probably 20, 
have not paid. I have to take some step 
to safeguai·d myself. I then give instruc
tiom1 that they be disconnected, which 

brings in another 15. The last 100 are 
habitual defaulters. They make all sorts 
of excuses, but we treat them as kindly as 
we can. I would like telephone sub
scribers to realise that as soon as they 
would pay their rental in the proper time 
-I will give them until the middle of the
month-I will be in a position to recom
mend the total abolition of deposits. Every
Post Office has to protect itself against
these Jilato1·y and hard-mouthed defaulters.
I would appeal to all telephone subscribers
to try to pay their rental within the first
ten days, and I shall be the first to abolish
the deposit system here.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I do not like to 
interrupt the Postmaster-General but I 
made the statement that we had no 
improvements in the work of the Post 
Office for the expenditure incurred, and he 
pointed out that the Post Office generally 
had greatly reduced its expenditure. May 
I point out that the actual expenditure 
under Post Office in 1933 was $139,950 
while the estimate for 1935 is $152,133. 
Under Post Office-Telecommunications 
Branch we find that the actual expendi
ture in 1933 was $67,157 while the 
estimated expenditure for 1935 is $85,705. 
Do those figures bear out the statement of 
the Postmaster-General that the expendi
ture has been reduced? In the last two 
years the expenditure has been greatly 
increased under every head. I howeve1· 
take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Post,master-General on the able way in 
which he has replied to the criticisms, and 
on his personal ability in the position he 
so ably fills, hut. to say that the expendi
ture of the PostOffice has been reduced to an 
enormous extent is ridiculous. I suppose 
it may be said in fairness to the Post
master-General that he selected a year 
when there was a drop in the estimates, 
but we are not concerned with the past, 
we are concerned with the present which 
is sm·ely the correct time to assess the 
expenditure. 

Mr. BIRKITT ·: .May I refer the hon. 
.Member to page 43 of the Comparative 
Statement of Expenditure where he will 
see that the actual expenditure of the 
Post Office in 1928 was $172,793, while 
that for 1933 was $139,949. I may also 
point out that the hon. Member made no 
mention of the fact that on page 72 of the 
Estimate it is shown that the approved 
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expendiLu1·e for 1_934 undel! Engineering 
Bran eh- "Wireless Seetion wris $26,0�p, 
_while fo1· 1935 it is nil. (Laughter). 

lVIr. BRASSINGTON : If the expendi
ture has been t·educed and there have been 
such wonrlet·fu.l achievement� I retract 
every word I have said. (Laughter}. .[ 
see the Press is ra.ther angry that there 
have been no honours awarded to the 
Colony. I think after this the l'ostmaster
General ought to, he made a Baronet. 
(Laughter). 

l\fr. SEAFORD : The Postmaster
Uenet·al referred to criticism I made about 
the telephone service. It was not meant 
as a criticism but that I considered the 
Exc.hange at Mahaic,i and' Belfield was 
rather small and hoped Government would 
do something to increase 1t. I would not 
criticise the telephone system because [ 
think it is the best I have ever come 
across in the world, London included. 
(Hear, hear). 

Item passed. 

Item 1 ( 11 )-Postmaster, New Amster
dam ($1,284 to $2,280 by $72)-$1,296. 

Item 1 (12)-Postmaster, Georgetown 
($1,284 to $2,280 by $72) -$1,674. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: T move that the incre
ments in both these items be increased 
from $72 to $96. These are the only 1st 
class offices in· which the inct·ement is $6 
per month. 

Items passed as printed. 

Item l (2-!)-8 Relief Clerks ($552 to 
$576 by $24)-$4,416. 

.Mr. SE I\FORD : I think this item 
requires some explanation. 'fhe explana
tory note sa,ys : " Two Relief Clerks have 
been transferred to the Unfixed Establish
ment, sub-head (30) owing to change in 
holders of office." The reduction is $384 
but the increase under sub-head 31 is 
$1,176, an increase of about $800. 

Mr·. B fRKlTT: There is a decrease on 
the Fixed E•;tablishment. The increase on 
the Unfixed Establishment is due to new 
appointments. Two on the Fixed Estab
lishment have been appointed Postmasters 
and their successors are placed on the 

Unfixed Establishment. That is due to au 
· �ld l'U!·e that after a certain number of
years' service Relief Clerks should be placed
on the Fixed Establishment. I think it is
<;¼ovemment's intention not to place any
Relief Clerks on t,he Fixed Establishment.
As regards the increase in item ( 31) it is
,entirely due to the improved scales which
are being granted to Relief Clerks in _1935,
subject to the Secretary of. State's
approval. As has been poiu.ted out by the
hon. M e1nbe1· for Berbice River, these
Relief Clerks have very heavy respo115;ibili
ties, and the pay of $480 a year h�s not
been considered adequ�te . to C(!l,:npensate
them for their respousipilities, und, thut is
why they are being gmnted, subject to the
approval of the Secretary of State, an
increase to a maximum of $576.

Mr. ELEAZAR: vVl1tit retiso11 can 
there be for leaving those Relief Clerks 
out of the Fixed Establishment ? They 
have succeeded men who have been on the 
Fixed Establishment, and I am told they 
are going to get $8 per month more. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. 
Member did not quite follow the Post
master-General. Tw"O Relief Clerks have 
bee11 promoted to Postmasters and· two 
new officer·s have taken their places, and 
because they are new otli.cers they are not 
on the Fixed Establishmt>nt. 

Item pas�ed. 

Item 5-Miscel\aneous, $2,300. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: T would ask Govern
ment to insert a sulll of $:360 for a house 
allowance for the Postmaster of New 
Amsterdam. 'l'he explanation made by 
the Postmaster-General was certainly not 
convincing. He has been sent to a more 
responsible office at a higher pay but at 
Suddie he had a free house. He is entitled 
to a house allowance, a11d if it is omitted 
his position is not relieved. It cannot be 
good policy to say that by his promotion 
he is getting an increased salary and there
fore he must pay his house rent. I ask 
Government to take a reasonable view of 
the m1ttter. 

The Committee adj"urned fo1· the 
luncheon recess. 

lVIr. ELEAZAR (resuming): I am 
really holding a brief fot· the hon. Member 
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fo1· New Amsterda.�1 ,�ho I think will be 
here shortly. If Your Excellency will 
re-commit the item when the hon. Mem
ber comes I will not say anything more. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN : Perhaps the Post
master-General will reply on the matter. 
I do not think the hon. Membe1· for New 
Amsterdam will be here this afternoon. 

Mr. BIRK ITT: I think the hon. �lem
bur is unde1· the imprnssion that there 
\vns a house allowance for the Postmaster 
of Ne,,, Amsterdam in yeai·s past. That 
is not so. There was a duty allowance 
of $360 some two or three years ago, 
which was iLbolished by Government 
on the recommendation of the Allowances 
Co.mmittee. Neither the Postmaster of 
Georgetown nor the Postmaster of New 
Amsterdam has ever got a house allowance 
a..$ for as I can find out. I am afraid it is 
not possible for Go\·ernment to grant a 
liouse allowance 1\t the present time. 

Mr. ELEAZAR; I think I know a, little 
more tlmn the Postmaster-General. The 
ol:lice of Postmaster of New Amsterdam 
used to be hel<l not by ,t Postmaste1· qua 
Postmaster, but by a Treasury clerk. 
Then it transpired that Government got it 
into its head to remove the Treasury and 
Sir Frederick Hodgson hinted that the 
work could be done ·by a Postm,ister. A 
pa1·ticula1· Postmaster was thertJfore sent 
to Suddie to amalg,tmftte the Post Office 
with the Treasury. After the PostmasttJt' 
had accomplished that he left Suddie and 
went to New Amstenlam where he found 
he wi�s not getting a house allowance. He 
clamoured for it and Government gave it 
to him. You may C,tll it by any other 
name but it was really for his house and 
he got it. There wits a petition in which 
I had a hand, but I was not then a 1YJ ember 
of this House. He got $30 per month 
which went towards his house. Govern
ment can call it the same thing if it likes, 
but let him have it. 

Tim CHAIR:vIAN: T have no doubt 
that the records will show exactl.v what 
is the position and I will have the matter 
looked into. 

Item· passed. 

Item 9-Conveyance of- Mails, Mazaruni, 
$1,200. 

Mr. BIRKITl' : [ beg to .move the 
rerluction of this item to $960 owing to a 
very favourable contrnct having been 
entered into. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item reduced to $960. 

POST OFFICE-TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

BRANCH. 
Hem 1 (3)-Inspector \$1,680 to $2,160 

by $120), $2,065. 

Mr. GONSAL YES : I do not know 
whether an appointment has been made yet, 
but if the vacancy still exists may I k�ow 
how the work is being done in connection 
with this particular office? [ understand 
it is being divided up between eve1·y man 
in the Dep,trtment, but whilst the work is 
being spread over the snbordinate officers 
there i:; no distribution of an_r extras 
im10ng the staff. I would like to know 
what is the position. 

Mr. BIRKITT: The position i� that 
the va.cancy has been 6llrd with the Secre
tary of St,ite's approv,d by the promotion 
of Mr. .iYfaille to the post of fnspector. 
His duties lrn.ve been divided iunongst a 
large number of the more etlicient Engineer
ing Branch officers, and the .lapsing p,ty 
fro111 the abolished post has been or is 
being divided amongst those six officers as 
some reward for the genera.I improvement 
and the extra duties. I can give an assur
ance to the Council tluit there will be no 
reduction in efficiency through this method, 
and that the officers who are undertaking 
the duties will carry on the extra wol'l,. 

Mr. GONSALVES : The exprcssio11 
used is that it" is being divided up." It is 
proposed to do so. 

Mr. BI RKITT : Provision is maJe in 
the estimates unde1· the various sub-heads. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I was going to ask the 
same question. '!'his Iuspector has been 
trnnsferred and it was suggested that there 
was a man competent to do the wod, a11d 
them was no need for another Inspector. 
If the Postmaster-General sitys it is s0 we 
lmve no complaint, but I cannot see why it 
is here under item 1 (3). 

THE CHAI RMA.N : I think the Post-
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master-General's reply cove1·s the point 
raised. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: If it has already been 
divided up then you will not want it under 
item 1 (3 )·

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member does not understand that there 
were two officers. One was transferred 
and the other officer who was paid last 
year under " Other Charges " has been 
moved up and is paid under 1 (3). Most 
of the $1,920 is being divided up amongst 
the others. 

Item passed. 

Item 3-Travelling Expenses and Sub
sistence Allowances, $1,450. 

Mr. BlRKITT : I move that this item 
be increased to $1,810 in order to enable 
the Department to station an efficient 
faults man at or near Belfield during the cur
rent year. This is a necessity in order to 
keep the Belfield-Mahaica and Buxton
Mahaicony Exchanges in a much more 
efficient manner. There is considerable 
difficulty experienced at present, when a 
fault occurs, to send an officer from 
Gaorgetown. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I thought when 
the Postmaster-General rose to speak 
that he had anticipated what I 
was going to say in connection with 
allowances to men who go out of town 
to work. r would like to know from 
the Postmaster-General what amount is 
given to those men when they go out of 
town. I understand that the sum given 
them is very small-17 cents per day. If 
the sum vrovided on the estimate is not 
sutl:icient it ought to be increased. There 
is nl�o the other point that they are very 
often rushed off with no certainty as to 
how long they will be a.way from home, 
and the question of accommodation arises. 
If 17 cents is the allowance I Lhink it will 
be admitted that it is far too small a sum 
to expect those men to live on for a day. 
I think they are expected to enjoy the 
benefit of a decent meal even if it is once 
a. clay only. I invite an answer from the
Postmaster-General on the point.

Mr. BIRK.ITT: The subsistence allow
ance granted to those men who go into 
the cow1try i,; based on the usual Travel-

ling Regulations. It is mthe1· difficult to 
grant any speci:.11 treatJnent because 
undoubtedly other officers will expect the 
same treatment. rt is more a general 
question than one affecting the Post Office 
Department. There may be cases where 
17 cents per day is ample. It is certa.inly 
in accordance with the Triwelling Regula
tions. 

Mr. GONSALVES : I am going to 
1·ecommend t.o the Council that oppo,·tn
nity be taken to alter those Regulations. 
I understand that it is necessary for those 
men to seek the hospitality of people in 
the country. A little bit of force might 
be required in order to shift those Regula
tions aside. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Seventeen cents per 
day is not sufficent to feed a 8parrow. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It seems to roe 
ra1 her absurd to expect a man to subsist 
on 17 cents per· day. If the1·e are such 
Regulations I will have the matter inquired 
into, but T can hardly believe it. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : It happens that the 
Post Office travelling par·ty is always 
under my observation_ in New Amsterdam, 
and sometimes I see the Postmaster
General 011 one day and a day or two 
afterwards I see another officer visiting. 
There are too many visits. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I have the Regula
tions in front of me and I find that a 
subordinate employee drawing a salary of 
£120 per annum draws a subsistence 
allowance cf 50 cents p1,r day, so I thi11k 
there must be some mi11�ake. 

Mr. BIRK.ITT : If he is away only a 
third of a dav he is entil led to ont�-third 
of the allo w«;H.:e. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: A man might be in 
the country until 6 o'clock in the after
noon and might not to return to the City 
until the next morning. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: These 
people are paid in accordance with the
'rravelling and Subsistence Allowances 
which wern vel'y carefully gone into. The 
Regulations have been recently amended 
and we are now providing that whern an 
officer is absent from the City for more 
than 7 hours thi�t will count as a whole 
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day. The Regulations have been amended 
considerably to the advantage of the officer. 
They apply to one and all in the Service 
and everybody will receive the same treat
ment. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Seven hours sound 
1·easonable. The Dispenser up the Berbice 
River spends $2.50 and he only gets 50 
€en ts. 

Mr. GONSALVES : They get 17 cents 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. They should get 
more than 17 cents. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That 
was so up to a shod time ago. The matter 
was hrought to the notice of Government 
and the Regulations have been recently 
amended. They were amended in June, 
1934. 

THE CHAI l:l \I AN: Until a few months 
ago iin oA:icer, to earn this allowance, was 
expected to be away overnight. That was 
represented as unfair, as very often ollicers 
had to leave in the early morning and get 
back at night, but they could not draw a 
whole day's allowance. That has now been 
amended, and if an officer is absent for 7 
hours from headquarters he draws a whole 
day's subsistence allowance. So that an 
officet· may have drawn in the past a pro
portion of 50 cents, but now he will draw 
the full amount for any portion of 7 hours 
he is away. 

l\fr. GONSALVES : There may have 
9een some oversight on the part of the 
Department. I have not had a reply to 
my inquit-y whethet· those officers have 
been paid 17 cents or 50 cents per day. 
rt may be tha,t the Depa1·tment fo1·got 
that the R�guhtions have been amended. 

M1·. BRASSINGTON: The E.�timate 
shows that $23,546 was spent in 1933 
under Engineering Branch-Wireless Sec
tion. '\Ve know that Government con
cluded an arrangement to hand over the 
'\Vireless Station to a company. What I 
want to know is how much of the $23,546 
is included under Post Office-Telecommu
nications Branch. Vve know that certain 
officers were absorbed by the present com
pany while others have got bonuses. I 
took no account whateve1· of this Wireless 
Section in making reference to the expen
diture in 1933. Refe1·eoce to the Com
parative Statement shows that the e:xpen-

diture in 1933 under Post Office was 
$139,949, and under Engineering Branch, 
$67,157, making a total of $207,106. The 
estimated expenditure for 1935 under 
those two Heads totals $237,838, roughly 
'$20,000 more. So that my statement was 
correct. I have taken no account of that. 
If the argument is used that the whole of 
the $23,54-6 has been put into the Engineer
ing Branch then it will about balance and 
there will be no saving. I would like to 
know ;f this sum of $23,546 has gone back 
into the 1935 estimates. How am I to 
follow the Postmaster-General who says 
that I have not taken into account the 
$26,025 for 1934 which has been struck 
out ? I say that all that has not been 
stmck out because certain items have been 
put back into the estimate for 1935 under 
Engineel'ing Branch. I would like to hear 
from the Postmaster-General if my 1igu1·es 
are correct. 

Mr. BIRKITT: I think I may be able 
to answer the question without asking for 
notice. With the amalgamation of the 
Wireless Station expenditure with that of 
Telephones and Telegraphs the amount 
saved was actually $16,227. The Tele
communications expenditurn for 1935 has 
been transferred from the Wireless Station 
suh-head. This is a reduction of $9,798 
on the 1934 Wireless Section estimate of 
$26,025. These figures are not quite 
correct but they are near enough. There 
is a reduction of $9,798 on the Wireless 
estimates. The balance has been combined 
under the new Head of Telecommunica
tions. The transfer of the Ove1·seas Wil'e
less Section to the I. & I. C., Ltd. ha,, 
c;aused that reduction in expenditure. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: That is juggling 
with figures. What [ want to know is : 
are these figures in the Comparative State
ment correct, and a1·e the figures placed 
before me in the Draft Estimate for 1 Q35 
correct? There is no getting awa-y from 
the fact that the expenditure on the Post 
Office and Engineering Branch, which does 
not include Wireless, was $207,106 in 
1933, and according to the estimates for 
those two sub-heads the sum is $237,838. 
If you add $9,000 it would reduce the 
excess which I claim there is in the Postal 
estima.tes since 1931. The Postmaster 
quoted a big year, 1928, when the esti
mates were something like $270,000. My 
comparison is between 1933 and 1935, and_ 
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there is no doubt about it that these
figures cannot be challenged. · 

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 do not think it is 
·possible, owing to the change tlrnt has
.taken place, to compare 1933 and 1935.
If the hon. Member would call on the
Postmaster-General he would no doubt
give him the explanation required.

. Mr:: '.J3RASSCNGTOK: These are 
siinple. fi.gu1·es. Calling on the Po8tmastcr
Gene1;0,l will not convince me. 

:·: lterri passed. 

· Item 6-Maintenance, Telephone Ser
vices, $9,000. 

':•· ·1\1,... GONSALVES: I silently iigreed 
,vit� the compliment paid to the Post
master-General with regn,rd to the tele
phone service, but I had hoped he would 
have made provision for me to cxtencl my 
personal compliment to him on further 
improvement of the service by re<.:ou�ider
ing the question of providing a public tele
phone on the Sea Wall. Represeutiir.ions 
have been made before in connection with 
that matter a:nd I believe, while he is Hym
pathetic towards the suggestion, it is a 
tj_uest,ion of cost which I underst:ind 
is the enormous sum of £25 for the 
installation. It was suggested that it 
should not be used free, but that there 
should be a slot machine for the collection 
of revenue. vVhen we heat· of the large 
savings that have been effected I think 
$120 is a small sum, and I do eamestly 
recommend to the Postmaster-General 
that he reconsiders the mattel' so that he 
may be able to add something more to the 
good work he has done. I think it can 
hardly be doubted tlmt a telephone would 
be of immense benefit to everyone who 
visits the Sea vVall. I hope he will give 
the matter further considerntion tind, if 
possible at this stage, move that a sum be 
inserted on the estimate. 

Pet·haps you will permit me, sir, to ask 
the Postmastet· General to give further 
consideration to the matter of resuscitating 
the local radio broadcasting station, 
V.R.Y. I am not suggesting anything new
because there has been <.:onsiderable agita
tion about it, and now that we are trying
to do all we can to advertise the Colony
no better mea.ns of doing so could be
adopted than by having V.R.Y. in opera-

ti-011 again. We know tha.t in the littl� 
island of Barbados they have organised a 
broadcasting station through which we are 
able to get details of the play in the cricket 
matches with the M.C.C. as it goei:i along. 
I am not saying that V.R.Y. should be 
revived because the M .C.C. are coming 
down here, but that if the matter is taken 
in hand there is no reason whv we should 
not be able to do our own aa"vertising and 
ma 1,e the Colonv better known to the outer 
w·odd. 

• · 

.Mr. ELEAZAR: With regard to the 
suggestion to instal a telephone on the 
Sea ·wan, it will mean that a policeman 
will have to be placed there all the time to 
watch the penny-in -the-slot machine. 
There i,:; one i11 New Amsterdam in which 
shillings are put, and more than once it 
ha,:; been rifled. 

.M:l'. B fRK LTT: With regard to the 
installation of >L telephone on the Sea \Vall 
I think tlmt stril:tly speaking it is a rn,Ltte,· 
for the Muni<.:ipality. 

�Ir. GONSALVES : If the Postm,ister
Genernl woukl look at the boundaries of 
the City of Georg�to"i:i he ,�ould see that 
the Sea vV,Lll is outside of the Municiptd 
limits. (Laughter). 

Ml'. BHUUTT: r withclraw what I siiid, 
but at the same time the Post Office is not 
a phihinthropic institution aucl cannot put 
telephones 011 sites where there is pnicti
cally no.revenue to be derived. At the 
sallle ·tiu.ie this project has for some two 
years nLthe1· touched me iu a tender -spot 
and has my ,:;ymp.athetic suppo1·t. Now 
that iL bathing shed has been erected on 
ihe iSea V\r all with ii care-taker in _charge 
it may be possible to overcome the past 
ditliculties, whi<.:\1 wern that we ·might lose 
the telephone tind the slot machine, and 
that if we erected a booth it might be used 
for other pul'poses. I promise on behalf 
of Government that during the present 
year the Post Office will see what can be 
done iii that direction. 

I,. 
As regards the resuscitation of Station 

V.R. Y ., this is a matter which, so far as
an applictition from a private concern
enters it, is under consideration , by
Government now, and lms been referred to
the Sec1:"ettiry of State I believe. The
reply must be awaited.
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TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: With 
regard to the radio broadcasting T under
. stand there is some hope that it will be 
resumed during the forthcoruing cricket 
tournament. (Hear, hear). I have 
spoken to one of the gentlemen interested 
in the private venturn, and I understand 
there is every hope that we will brnaclcast 
the cricket scores as is being done by 
Barbados. 

Mr. GONSAL V�S : I hope it will not 
be limited to the ct·icket matches. 

Item passed. 

PosT OFFICE-SA vrNGB BANK BRANCH. 

Item lb-1 C_lass lI. Clerk, $1,812. 

Mi·. DE AGUIAR : A little more 
explanntion is required here. The maxi-
1uum salary of a Class II. clerk is $1,620, 
while that of a 2nd Class clerk was $1,800. 

THE COLON r AL SECRETARY : I see 
from the note that the clerk who is in 
that position is being paid according to 
the scale of the old 2nd Class elerk. Those 
officers who were drawing that pay have 
been allowed to continue to hold it until 
they leave those po�ts. 

Mr. McDA VI l) (Colonial Treasurer) : 
The maximum salary of a Class II. clerk 
according to the new scale is $r,620,. aud 
in addition to that it appears that this 
particuhu officer gets a service allowance 
of $144. 

Mr. DE .AGUIAR: That is only $1,764. 

Mr. Mc DAVID : 1 t seem,; to me thiLt it 
should be $1,620 plus two increments of 
$96, that is $192, making a total of $1,812, 
the figure here. A service 11llowance is 
equal to two increments of the class above. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It if! a double in. 
crease for the same officer in one year. I 
must confess that I do not uilderstancl it 
now. Is it a 2nd Class officer or a Class 
II. officer? I woulrl like to know what was
his position in 1934. If he was ,i 2nd
Cla,ss officer then he should go up to thP
maximum.

TnE CHAIR�IAN: I have no doubt 
that the matter is capable of explanation 
if the hon. Member wishes to pursue it. 

Item held over. 

Item lt--Temporar·y Assista.nce, $!NO. 
Item lg--Overtime, $400. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I cannot conceive 

what this overtime money is for, but one 
thing I know is that the Postmasters in 
the Savings Bnnk Department are the 
persons who open and keep the accounts; 
they receive money and pay out, and if 
there is ,L shortage they have to make it 
good out of their own pockets, but they 
get no allowance: I cannot conceive why 
the clerks who check the accounts should 
get a bonus at the end of the year while 
those who keep the accounts get nothing. 
vVe hear that the Savings Bank Depart
ment is doing so well, and it seems to me 
that if there is any overtime pay those 
who keep the accounts are entitled to it 
or nobody at all. 

Mt·. BIRKITT : As regards item 1 f, 
this is absolutely essential in order to 
cope with the heavy extra work in the 
Savings Bank head office where the work 
is rathet· more complicated than that of 
accepting deposits and paying out. It 
conceiins the compilation of the general 
Savings Bank accounts and the statistics 
necessary for the Annual Report. The 
work has increased at least 20 per cen.t., 
and I think it is generally known that the 
expansion of thrifL in this Colony is .g1'eat 
and is being made in the Post Office 
Savings Bauk D<>partment generally. The 
extrn assistance want-cd is in order 
to deal with this extra work tha,t has 
arisen. $2.J.0 is a verv low estimate, and 
I am afrnitl next yea;. we may want more. 

As regMds the overtime, the money is 
expended among the Head Oltice staff and 
is only paid out chu·ing the period that 
they are computing interest on · over 
41,000 accounts, and ea<:h one has about 
100 ca.lculationR. It is most tedious work 
and the ofl:icers are all females who work 
loug hours. At the present time they are 
doing tl1e extra work during the first two 
weeks of the year. They get overtime 
pay after the inte1·est period of the Bank 
is past. They arc deserving of it. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: \Vhere ladies are con
cerned I am always very weak, · and I 
cannot move the deletion of the item,
(laughter),-hut those men who keep the 
Savings Bank accounts are certainly 
deserving of some consideration, 

I�em passed. 



501 Committee of Supply 8 JANUARY, 1935. Committee of Supply 5-02 

l\Jr. WOOLFORD entered the Chamber 
during the discussion and took his seat. 

THE CHAIRMAN: During the absence 
of the hon. Member for New Amsterdam, 
tl1e hon. Member for Berbice River raised 
the point that a house allowance should be 
granted to the Postmaster of New Amster
dam. I gave an undertaking that I would 
have the matter looked into arid would see 
what it was intended for. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: It is quite obvious 
that that post bas ;tlways been filled, and 
should be filled, by a man of experience. 
It has not always been possible for a man 
to reach the stage of a Postmaster, and 
the particular post has always been filled 
by the transfer from Suddie of some senior 
officer. In all these cases a house allow
ance or a duty allowance should be paid. 
It has always been the recognised principle. 
I am sorry to say that in this case and in 
other cases, while I accept Your Excel
lency's assurance, I do not think even an 
inkling of an undertaking should be given 
unless Government means to cany it out. 
Jn recent years the Postmaster in New 
Amsterdam has had to collect Customs 
duties and things of that sort. 1 think 
that is still done to some extent. Those 
are not duties within the province of a 
Postmaster, and he is rendering extra ser
vice and not getting what his predecessor 
got. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : I will have the 
matter looked into. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: This is a hardy 
annual. I am not going to b�ke up much 
time because I cannot conceive that 
Government wants any evidence of the use
lessness of this Department. I see bottles 
on the table in front of the Directot·. I 
suppose they are intended to impress Your 
Excellency with the importance of the 
Department. ·what I say is that we are 
paying too much for it. The Department 
has outgrown its legitimate bounds. This 
Department commenced on a very small 
scale, but every year, from the time the 
present Directot· arrived in the Colony, 
its expenditure has increased until to-day 
it stands at the enormous sum of $118,000. 
After all the flourish of trumpets with 
which the Department was re-organised 
we have no new industry. We have 

certainly had a good many experiments 
and speculations, but we are yet to get a 
single new crop. An agriculturist told me 
thi� rooming that it is true that the 
Depa1·tment will teach the farmer how to 
grow onions, but that the cost of growing 
it would be $1, and that he would have to 
sell it for 3 cents. Really that is the 
position of the Department. Sugar was 
doing very well before the Director came 
to the Colony, and rice was carrying on 
itself before the Director came 1tnd is con
tinuing to carry on itself. Nothing new has 
been put on the market and we are paying 
so much every year for the upkeep of the 
Department. We are told that we are 
producin g a better class of rice, but we 
are not exporting a greater quantity of 
rice by reason of that ; we are not getting 
a better market on that account. The 
Department is top-heavy ; we have too 
many highly paid officers at the 
top who have nothing to do. ·what 
have the Cane Agronomist and the 
Chemist-Ecologist to do? 1-low we are 
going to geb a Plant Breeder. Are we 
going to get more per bag for the better 
strain and better produce from the same 
area? This attempt from time to time to 
increase the expenditure of this Depart
ment by getting highly paid men is not 
economical. 

The Director is now becoming aware of 
the possibility of grnwing bananas. 
Hitherto his complaint was Panama 
disease while other countries are export
ing bananas by thousands of bunches. 
'Ne are only now expe1imenting upon 
grape-fruit. I saw a basket h_ere a few 
days ago. We knew yea1·s ago that we 
could grow grape-fruit in this country. 
It has been grown here. What are we 
paying $118,000 for? Evet·y year there is 
a uew ol-ticer being engaged in this Depart
ment. Have we got any industl'ies that 
we can boast of? Before the Director 
came there were private individuals grow
ing tobacco. The Department embarke<.I 
upon experiments, but I do not know of 
:iny tobacco being grown under the aegis 
of the Department. I do not know that 
there is 1iny industry except rice and sugar 
that has benefited by the Department. 
One would expect the Director to say that 
this or that ought to be done in order to 
improve the situation and prevent the 
destruction we had a little time ago. I 
cannot conceive the usefulnesa of the 
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Plant Breeder. The Director <.:onfines his 
energies to writing articles in the Journal. 
and thinks that is sufficient. It is true he 
has made a very preity broehure and has 
taken care to put his house on the first 
page in order that everybody can see 
what a palatial building he occupies. 

We had a flood and drought in one year, 
and no crop at all ; yet we are getting a 
Plant Breeder-to breed what kind of 
plants ? ·when we come to the several 
items I will invite attention and ask Gov
ernment to delete most of them. I think 
what we spent last year we shoulrl eon
tinue to spend, except that we have to give 
increments where they are clue. I rlo not 
think Government would be justified in 
calling upon the taxpayers t-o increase the 
expenditure of this Department to the 
extent asked for in this estimate. 

Mr. WILLS: I would like to say a few 
words in order to 1:eeord my protest 
against the amount of money being spent 
on the Department of Agriculture. This 
is a very important Department but I 
think it might be rightly deseribed as a 
Department which has been experimenting 
all these ·years, and I think it is about 
time the public saw returns. 'l'he energies 
of the Director seem to be wasted. He 
seems to take an interest in the eultiva
tion of sugar wh'ich can well look after 
itself. 'l'he sugar estates ,u·e financi,illy 
able to procure the necessal'y experts they_ 
require to see that they get the best out 
of their crops ,ind cul ti v11tion. The 
Director iilso expeucls ,i lot of time and· 
sends his men to look after the cultiv,ttion 
of rice. Rice wits grown he1·e lcH1g befol'e 
the Director came to the Colony, and will 
be grown here long after he has gone. 
He is telling us nothing new. I would 
s,iy that it is clue to the pe1·sistency 
of the people in this Colony that 
they are still in the rice business. It is 
due to theit· persistency that the industry 
has achieved the position it occupies 
to-clay. The Director does not encourage 
the farmers · to strike out on anv new 
lines at all. }iis Department · lacks 
initiative. I siiy that without fear of con
trndiction. As the hon. Member rightly 
pointed out, g1·ape-fruit was known in. this 
country since I was a boy, which was some 
time before the Director came here. 
Trinidad has emb:.rked upon citrus culti
vation and made it a paying concern, but 

this Department has · don� nothing to 
encourage the farmer here in followi11g up 
that cultivation. The efforts of the 
Department seem to me to be directed 
towards throwing a cold douche upon any
thing that may emanate from the mind of 
the humble farmer. 

There has been much writing recently 
about banana cultivation and Panama 
disease. The Department says there is 
Panama disease, but in Jamaica where the 
disease. is known-there is much doubt 
about its existence in this Colony-there 
is a prosperous banana industry. That is 
where I doubt the u$efulness of the 
Depar-tment in giving, a lead to the 
farmers in this Colony. Owing to the 
persistent efforts of farmers. and certain· 
individuals in this country within recent 
months we find the Department saying: 
" Y t>S, you can grow bananas here, and 
there is the possibility that you will find 
a market abroad, and yon can grow 
bananas. that may be free from Panama 
disease." \Vas that within the knowledge 
of the Department of Agriculture years 
ago, or is it a discovery which he has 
made within a few mornings ? I am 
informed that he has gone the limit of 
saying that he knows where he can get a 
market. If that is so I say that the 
Director failed in his duty to give the 
necessary lead and encouragement to 
farme1·s here during ti trying time. As 
far as I gather the Department 11ssistecl 
two gentlemen who came· here and tested 
the soils, and a report was written by an 
ofiieer of the Department, but after read
ing it one was left in doubt as regards 
what was the view of the· ,Department of 
Agri(;ulture. It started outj by supporting 
the views• of the two ·men and ended bv: 
stating that it is possible to produce 
bana.mis but you must go slowly. That 
has been the failure of the Department for 
some time-merely throwing cold douche 
upon anything that the farmers initiated 
or hoped would bring some relief in the 
trying times. The Department can well 
leave the sugar industry to itself and 
devote some of its energies in finding new 
crops. It does not take much for any
body to build up or improve that which 
has tth-eady been built up. 

As regards the Plant Breeder, I think 
the Director might well drop him because 
I <lo not think he can be of any useful 
service to the Department. I notice that 
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although tl1e Deparlll,lent l,us experts of 
the soil we will be culled upon to vote 
money for this Plant Breeder to go about 
and get further information. I do not know 
wliether these excursions at the expenbe 
of the Colony have ever done us any good ; 
Whether the knowledge obtained of soils 
abroad would be of any benefit is open to 
question, but the community views with 
great alarm the ever-rising financial 
obligations which tl1e Colony is called 
upon year afte1· year t,o meet as regar<ls 
the Department of Agriculture. ] n 1924 
the expenditure of the Department was 
$87,000, and to-day it has reached 
$118,000. That is alarming for 10 years. 
I notice that the revenue earned by the 
Department from 1dl so'1irces is esti1nated 
at $10,000. It' is: hopeless as a business 
colicern. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I would like to make 
a few general observations. I propose to 
refer to the Kilmarnock-Springlands 
empolder which has cost Government a 
tremendous sum. vYe are all agreed that 
there is great need for agricultural activity. 
Government has gone to enormous expense 
in empoldering certain areas on the 
Corentvne Coast known as the Kilmarnock
Springiands empolder. Subsequent to 
that there was an empoldei· of five villages. 
The object of empoldering that area was 
to attract settlers in that particular 
locality. It was a n,ry praiseworthy 
attempt on the part of Government to get 
people to settle on that part of the Coast, 
but I am afraid that Government blun
dered in the first instance in having the 
lnnd sold under conditions which were 
int.olernhle for would-be purchasers of the 
liLndR. An advertisement was put in the 
newspapers inviting persons to bid at 
public auction for the right and privilege of 
leasing certain lots in the \1 acedonia-No. 
35 area. The conditions were that they 
had to pay $2 per acre for the land so 
occupied for a period of 10 years, and at 
the end of that period Government would 
revise the terms and inform the parties as 
to what amount Government would take 
for those lands, selling them outright to 
the various settlers. That plan has caused 
a great deal of suspicion, and has in fact 
been a death-blow to the scheuie. 

If Govemment had consulted the proper 
quarters I am sure it would have put up 
more reasonable terms. The lands a1·e 

now lying idle. 1. suggest to Govemment 
that tl1t'y be gi vm 9ut for 10 yeM·s at $2 
per acre, but Government should state 
what amount it would charge for sale out
right. Nobody will plant permanent crops 
unless he is assured that he will own the 
land on payment of a cerbiin sum. '.l'here 
were five bidders at the sale and 10 lots 
were sold to catt�e-owners and not to agri
culturists. The priLDary 'intention of Gov
ernment was to get people to settle down 
on that particulcir arra with a view to in
creasing agricultural activity in that pal't 
of the Colony. Over �90,000 has been 
expendeJ on the scheme which might be car
ried through, but Governmu1t must make 
the conditions easy for the people to acquire 
lots by trnnsport and not by lease for 10 
yea1·s. In that way Gove)'nment would he 
able to encourage settle.l's to put down per
manent crops. A good many of those 
people have seen me about the lands but I 
cannot advise them to leiise under those 
conditi,ms. I suggest that that point be 
considered. The Depal'tment of Agriculture 
has a big staff and I would like to see 
those scientists b1·ing their knowledge into· 
play. 

There is another thing that has hin
dered the progress of the Department 
of Agriculture. ] t is the want of a 
proper drainage n,nd irrigation scheme, 
some comprehensive scheme whereby 
the lot.s may be put under cultivation 
for the benefit of the settlers. During the 
last drought considerable hardship was 
expel'ienced by the rice growers on the 
Corentyne CoRst. Fortun,ttely those people 
on estate lauds have benefited by the 
s·ystem of irrigation adopted by the various 
esbttes on the Coast, and have been able 
to reap their crops, but in other parts of 
the counhy, from 'Whim to No. 7 4, there 
has been no crop, and that is due to the 
want of a proper irrigation scheme. If 
the estate proprietors are in a, position to 
have irrigation pumps installed on their 
estates so as to enable their settlers •to 
cultivate the lands, surely Government 
should be in a position to assist the people 
in some measure in h!wing a prope1· irriga
tion scheme fot· the Corentyne Coast. This 
matter has been brought up several times 
in this Council, but evidently Government 
took the first chance to look afte1: the 
drainage scheme. Now there is a chance 
for Government to undertake in a very 
modest way an irrigation scheme for that 

"' 
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pal'ticular ai·ea which is essentially suitable. 
for agriculturnl pul'poses. Then Govern
ment may hope to gain an expansion of the 
rice industry and the establishment of 
other crops in that particular locality. 
Without a proper system 0£ drainage and 
irrigation I am afraid the efforts of the 
Department will prove of no avail. 

Recently there wns a conference between 
the proprietors and the District Commis
sionel' and it wail decided to submit ii 

scheme to Govemment. I am not awal'e 
thttt the scheme has come before the Gov-• 
emment. Govemment could impose a 
.watel' rnte on the people in order to recoup 
the expenditure 011 the scheme. There is 
a. favourable opportunity for Govemment,
now that this large area hits been em
poldered, to do something· to encourage
the people by giving them proper facilities.
I think if Government did that, that part
of the Colony would become very produc
tive. It is eminently suitable for rice
planting. Government cannot expect the
people to embark on the industry to any
large extent unless they are assured of a
supply of watel'. Government should con
side1· the establishment of an irl'igation
plant on the Corentyne Coast. There
is an inexhaustible supply of water in the
Canje creek. Let us get something for
the Department of Agriculture to do, and
the only way is to have well-drained :1ncl
irrigated lands. Then we will know
whether I he Department is capitble of
introclucing a variety of crops of cxpo1 t
value. I understand th&t steps ,1re being
t.:1ken to encourage people to settle on
that area, but I would ask Yom· Excel
lency to make the conditions reasonable
and give the people the right to purchase
outright and pay a definite figure for
certain proved areas.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The Depart
ment of Agriculture is very important, 
but it happens that it has not a friend 
among the farmers. I think the sooner 
we abolish the Department the betLrr it 
would be for the farmers of the Colony 
(Laughter), for the rea,son that the muney 
spent on the Department could be more 
beneficially spent on draining and iniga· 
ting the lands of the Colony. I extend 
my sympathy to the officers of the Depart
ment because they have nothing to do 
under existing conditions. I happened to 
be a member of a Committee which con-

sidered measures to prevent fbrther flood
ing, and even in tlmheport of the Com
mittee, in which the Director of Agricul
ture had an opportunity to assist the 
farmers, there is no recommendation from 
him. Without proper drainage and 
irrigation an Agricultural Department is 
useless in any country, especially in a low. 
lying country such as ours, and except 
Govemment is prepared to provide c:oll
ditions whereby the farmers can reap 
what they sow it is useless and criminal 
for Government to use the tg,xp11yers' 
money in maintaining 11 Department of 
Agriculture that can only see the Cl'ops 
perish either by flood or by drought. 
Such conditions have been existing since 
I was a boy and will continue. In the 
meantime the estimates of the Department 
are iucrensing every year. 

The hon. Member for Eastern Berbice 
has referred to the Kilmarnock scheme. 
I undenltand it has proved a complete 
failul'e because advice was not takeii front 
people who knew the disti'ict. I do ilot 
know how the officer in chai-ge of the work 
could expect that the building of a dam on 
one side of savannah Janel would form an 
empolder for growing rice or any other 
crop. The few lots of land which we1•e 
taken up were secured for cattle grazing. 
1 think Government will have to spend 
prncticnlly about the same amount that has 
been spent already before the scheme can 
be made a success. The farmers have lost 
eve1·ythi11g they owned iwd are now losing 
what t,hey bonowed. I cannot see how they 
c11n exist much longer without a comprehen
sive scheme of il'l'igi�tion. The rice in
dustr.v has beeu built upon nir aud has been 
financed by. people who will finance it no 
longer becnuse it is evident that they are 
all g,imbling owing to drought one year 
imd flood another. If la.ndlords cannot 
collect their rents when the farmers lose 
their crops Govarnment collects its dues. 
If the people cannot pay they are sued. I 
think the landlords are more sympa.thetic 
towards I he farmers than Government is, 
whereas the 1·eve1·se :,houlcl be the case. 
My opinion is that it is all a waste of 
money - to maintain a Department of 
Agriculture which costs the taxpayers 
$118,000 while the farmers have no 
guarantee of reaping what they sow. 

:M.r. SEAFORD: I cannot help feeling 
that in a.ll this criticism there is one great 
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factor that has been lost sight of. Are 
there any crops in the world to-day that 
can be sold at the cost of product.ion? 
We in this Colony are trying to produce 
rice and other things which are not pro
tected, and I feel it is perhaps a little 
unfair to expect the Department of Agri
culture to produce something that we have 
to. sell in the world's market w�thout pro-• 
tection. That is beyond the Departmtni's 
purview altogether. There have been other 
points mentioned as regards irrigation and 
drainage. That is a matter which has t,o 
be very carefully considered. vVhat crops 
are there in this Colony or anywhere else 
that can pay for irrigation and draiuage? 
In Trinidad there is no irrigation and 
drainage problem, and where we have to 
compete with a place like that and have 
to pay for these costly schemes it makes 
it very difficult indeed for us to compete. 
I feel therefore that perhaps at the present 
moment the D.epartmPnt is struggling 
against. insuperable odds. We hope that 
conditions in the world will not always be 
the same as they are, and that we will in 
the near future be able to put out crops 
that will be remunerative, und perhaps 
then there will be a few kinder words said 
of the Department than we have heard 
to-day. 

Mr. l3RA'3SINGTON: I suppose I know 
a little about agricultme. I have been at 
it all my life, starting when a boy of 16 
years, and for 24 years in this Council 
Chamber I have heard about drainage and 
irrigation. In my opinion the failure of 
agriculture iu regard to the peasantry of 
this country is due to the want of an 
Agricultural Loan Bank. Jam no defender 
of the principal officers of the Department 
of Agriculture, but I do not see that they 
can do very much unless the people have 
the wherewithal to plant and reap. Some 
years ago I moved in this Chamber-it 
was the Combined Court-a motion for 
the establishment of an Agricultural Bank. 
It was carried unanimously, every Official 
voting with the Electives in favour of it. 
A Committee was appointed to go into the 
whole question, and I think Nir. Charles 
Shankland was Chail'mi1n. The Committee 
got facts and figures in reg1ud to Agricul
tural Banks not only in European coun
tries and Egypt but in Barbados and more 
recently in Trinidad. I t,hink it is well 
known what an Agricultural Bank has done 
for Barbados ; it saved the su�ar industry 

therP. I think it is called an Agricultural 
1\ids Bank. What came of the united 
recommendation of the Electives to the 
Government ? Nothing. Several years 
after I brought up the same motion 
and also a series of questions as to 
whether Government intended to give 
effect to the united recommendation of 
the Legislature. Nothing resulted. l 
have been told, and not by any unimpor
tant perso11, that an official of the Colonial 
Office said tl1at the only way British 
Guiana would get an Agricultural Loan 
Bank would be over the dead bodies of the 
officials of the Colonial Office. I suppose 
it was soruP. junior clerk drawing about 
£400 or $500 who disposed of the affairs 
of this Colony in that fashion. 

Drainage and irrigation schemes under
taken by the planters of this Colony have 
been a success. I think the Hon. Mr. 
Seaford will bear me out that the pro
prietors of Port M ourant, Albion and 
Rose Hall initiated theit· own irrigation 
scheme, and a very successful scheme it is. 
'l'he Government schemes of inigation 
and draiuage have been a ghastly failure. 
I am not blaming my friend the Director 
of Public Works. 'l'hey have been built 
upon the supposition that if you 
impound many acres of savannah water 
th,1t would give you an irrigation scheme. 
A proper irrigation scheme is one 
that will supply water in a period of 
drought. In a severe drought even the 
source of supply failed, but that is perhaps 
only once in a century. In slight droughts 
the impounding of savannah water has 
failed to assist. Despite the recommenda
tion of leading planters and engineers 
Government persisted with an insufli
cient sum of money to provide a proper 
irrigation scheme. What has happened in 
Essequebo? A scheme was drawn up by a 
predecessor of the present Director of 
Public W orh, Mr. Pudsey. I can never 
forget him. He tried to draw up a scheme 
there and spent severnl yea1·s getting levels 
in Essequebo, and I think the lamentable 
state of afl\iirs that exists to-day is due to
him. 

• 

I have appealed to Government to 
put down 11 pumping plant in Essequebo 
but Government says it has not got 
the money. The money which has 
been spent in make-shifts to give drainage 
there has been frittered away. If Govern
ment ha,d put dowp pumps the copqj, 
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tions that pt·evail at the northern end 
of the Coast to-day would not have been 
in existence. Planters will tell you that you 
must embark upon a course that will give 
you some stability in regttrd to drainage 
and irrigation problems. Why should 
Essequebo not need a pumping plant? 
Years ago there was a pumping plant put 
up by the sugar planters at Reliance, 
Anna Regina, Richmond, Henrietta, and 
Windsor Castle. ·when I put forward 
argument Government sa.id I was not 
an engineer. I am not a,n engineer but 
my practical experience is worth a great 
deal more than the technical knowledge of 
men who come to this Colony and do not 
know. One does not learn these things in 
a day. In fairness to the highly paid 
officers of the Department I would say 
that until Government can give the far
mers some means of getting money to 
cultivate the land they can do nothing. 
It breaks the heart of a man who plants 
five acres and sees it destroyed by flood or 
drought. The sug,u estates never bother 
with the Government, but what-, I do 
object to is that when a sugar planter tells 
Government anything it is put on one 
side. 

What we want is an Agricultural Loan 
Bank of at least h,df a million dollars. 
The money would come back to the Colony. 
'What is going to happen in E8sequebo? 

One of the points of the Commission is 
how far are the people in Essequebo able 
to pay assessments in respect of the drain
age and irrigation and sea defence schemes? 
The burden of the agriculturist in this 
Colony is more than he can bear. I am 
fully aware that what I say will be 
regarded by the Government as so much 
hot air, but there is an end to all things, 
an end to the patience and forbearance of 
the people of this Colony when the stigma 
is put on them that they are lazy, and that 
the people of Tl'inidad and Barbados are 
prosperous because they work every day. 
I say it is cruel to ask people to take up 
the cultivation of laud in Essequebo, when 
Government is not providing them with 
the help that would ensure success, but is 
harnessing them with assessments for 
drainage and irrigation and sea defences 
that are above theit· power to pay. I ask 
Government and Your Excellency to put 
before the Secretary of State again the 
desirability, the ahsolnte necessity 0f 
starting an Agricultural Bank in this 
Colony. 

Mr. A US TIN : There can be little donbt 
that a Colony such as we live in must 
have a Department; of Agriculture, and it 
must be an efficient one. 

The Council re.mmed and adjourned 
until the following day at 11 o'clock. 




