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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Weclnesclay, 19th Decembe1·, 1984,

'l'he Council met pursuant to adjourn
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Govemme11t, Sm CRAWFORD 
DOUGLAS-JONES, Kt., C.M.G., Pre,qirJent, 
in t,he Chair. 

PRESENT. 
.;.,,., 

The Hon. the!. Colonial Secretary, M1·, 
P. W. King, ,(A.'cting). 

The Hon. the Attorney -General, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.lVL (Can
tab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director of 
Educa.tion. 

The Hon. J. S Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brnssington ('Western 
Es seq uebo). 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). 

Major the Hou J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
M.E. LO., Director of Public Works.

The Hon. E. F. l\!IcDavid, M.B.E.,
Colonial Treasurer (Acting). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrnde, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. J. i\lullin, M.l.iVI.M., F.S.l., 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines. 

. The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. For. 
� (Cant,ib.), Conservator· of Forests.

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, M.B., Oh.B. 
B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.'l'.M. & H. (Edin.)
Surgeon-General.

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
North). 

The Hun. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleaz,u (Berbice River). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hou. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Siugh 
(Demer�rn-Esseq uebo ). 

The Hon. l.VI. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
UnoJ'ncial .Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unofficin.l Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Bel'bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Membet· ). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on Tuesday, 18th December, 
1934, as printed and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

PAPER LAID. 
The follo"'ing document was la,id on the 

table-
The Oivision ,J Reports of the Department of 

Agriculture for the :year 1933. (P1·ojesso1' Dash). 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

JMPOR1'ATION OF TEX'l'ILES BILL, 
M1·. D'ANDH.ADE (Comptroller of Cus

toms) gave notice that at a later stage in 
the da,y he would move that the Standing 
Rules and Orders be suspended to enable 
the following Bill to be taken th'rough all 
its stages :-

A Bill to , egulate the imp or tat-ion of textile 
goods from foreign countries. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

lNTERCOLONIAL FHEIGHT RATES, 
Mr. BRASSING'l'ON gave notice of the 

following motion :-
That this Council recommends that Govtirn 

meut should take up the question of communi
catiug witli the Canadian Go,·ermnent in 
acconlan:,e wit,h Article XVHI. of the Can1.Ldn
BriLi�b West Judie, Trade Agreement, with 
respect to frei11ht. rates on rice, cattle and other 
minor agricultural products to Trinidad and ihe 
H riti�h West Indies, 
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OIL EXPLORATIONS. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON gave notice of the 
following questions :-

1. What i8 the Policv of Gornrnment, if any,
iu regflrd to giving the pnblic flll opportunit,y 
to exvlore certain areas in the Colony for oil? 

2 Is Go1·erninent, fl Ware t,hac the Trinidad 
Government collected $!:!35,fJ00 in royalties from 
thofe eni::aged in the oil ind11stry in Trinidad 
for the eleven months ended 30th .November, 
192'1? 

EXPENDITURE ON 'l'HE BOUNDARY 

CoMMrss10N. 
Me. DE AGUIAR gave notice of the 

following questions:-
1. Whn.t is t.he amonnt that will be paid by

this Gove, nment to Ullicers and others engaged 
011 the wJrk of the Boundary Commissirm to 
December, 31st, 193!!? Please show the amonnt 
paid in each year separately to-

(a) Officers.
171) Other employees.
(c) tlupplies and transport.

2, Wha� i� the aino,rnt received from the 
Imperial Gc.verurnimt for the same period? 

3. Wh ,t class of Otlicers are engaged on the
saitl work? 

4. What class of Olfi.eers have bee:1 snbsti
tnted fro1n ti,ne to �ime for work in the Ln.nrls 
a111l Mines Departmeut iu pl,Lce of those 
eugagerl ou t,he Bonurlary Cummi,sion? 

5. \\'ill Government miike a pro110 rncement
ns tr, wl,, ther the Ollicers snbs1.i�u1 eel in the 
Lauds 1tn I Mines Dep,irtment are capabla of 
perfor,ning the, dnties of thnse engaged on the 
l!onnrlary Cum·nissioa? 

6. tins the working of Ll,is Depnrtrn !nt been
affec1 ed as a result uf the chauges in its per
suuucl? If so, to what extent'! 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

BILLS READ. 

\Vit.h the consent of the Council, Items 
VII., VIII. and IX. on Lhe Order Paper 
were taken first. 

Tui,; COLONIAL SECRETARY /Mr. 
P. \V. King) moved, and Mr. SMELLIE
seconded, tlrnt the followillg Bills be read
the first time:-

A Bill to autl,orise the making of Orders in 
CJtrncil for the pnrpuse of etfectiug economies 
in �xpe11di1 ure with respect to the remnnera
tiun ol 1 ers�ns in the l:'ublic SerYice, 

A Hill-to continue certain expiring laws. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Bills read the first time. 

Trm COLr>NIAL SECRETARY gave 
11otice that ,Lt a subsequent meeting of the 
Council he would move thri,t the Bills be 
read the second time. 

IMPORTATION OF TEXTILES BILL. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptroller of 
Customs) moYed, and Major CRAIG 
seconded, that the Standing Rules and 
Oedees be suspended to enable the follow
ing Bill to be taken thrnugh all its 
stages:--

A Bill to regnlate the importation of tex· ile 
goo '.s fro1n ft.ir�igu couutries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
,".} 

lVIr. D'ANDE,ADE moved, and Major 
<:RAIG seconded, that the Bill be read the 
first time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Mr. D'ANDRA.DE: In moving the 
second 1·eading of the Bill I should like to 
explain its objects. This Bill repeals a,nd 
re-enacts with certain amendments, the 
Importation of Textiles (Quotas) Ordin
ance, 1934, In the existing Ordinance 
there is a restriction in regard to the 
quantity of regulafod textiles, that is 
textiles conta.ining cotton and artificial 
silk, which may be imported from foreign 
countries, the quantity from each foreign 
country being restricted by quota. There 
was no rationing of individual importers, 
the · reason being th,1t the only eountry 
whose quota was likely to be exceeded 
ha.cl, at the t i,ue of the passing of the Ordi
nance, a,lreacly exceeded its quota, The 
necessity therefore did not arise. The 
next quota period begins on the 1st of 
J,Llluary next year and ter·minates at the 
encl of the year. The quotas have already 
been fixed by proca,lmation. It iil expected 
however, that in respect of at least one 
country-Japan-the applications for 
lieences to import from that country will 
gre,,tly exceed the total quota, and there 
is the possibility of one or two merchants, 
wit,h stocks in neighbouring countries
Surinam for instance-importing during 
the first few days of the year quantities 
which would exhandt the whole of the 
quota, and that would, of course, pt·event 
any other importer fro,n importing textile 
goods from Japan. 

" Regulated textiles " has been fixed to 
mean textiles eontaining 50 per eent. or 
more of cotton or artificial silk, aucl sec
tion 4 of the present Ordinance provides 
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that " No person shall import any regula
ted textiles unless he shaJl at the time of 
importation submit to the Comptroller 
a return of the quantity, class and origin 
of the goods imported and a declaration 
of the origin in the prescribed form." 
Clause 4(2) of this Bill provides: "Appli
cations for licences to import any regu
lated textiles shall be made to the Comp
troller and shall state full particulars of 
the quantity, class and country of manu
facture of the goods p1'oposecl to be 
impoi·ted uµder it." .In i�suing the lieence 
all those particulars will be inserted. The 
validity of the licenee will be during a 
single quota period only. Sub-clause (5) 
states : "The total quantit,r of impol'ts of 
any regulated textiles, manufactured in 
any country, during a11y quota period 
·which may be ,Luthorised by Jieences
isst1ed under this Ordiuanee shall not
exceed the quota for that country fixed for
that quota period."

Clause 5 (1) provides that if it appears 
to the Comptroller at any time that 
applications for licences for quotas in 
respect of any foreign country are likely 
to exceed the quota for that particular 
country and the quota period, he will 
immediately publish in the Gazette a 
notice to the effect that licences in respect 
of that particular country will be re
stricted. He will then call for applica
tions to be made, and if the total of the 
applications sent in do not exceed the 
quota licences will be issued according to 
the applications. In the event, however, of 
the applications exceeding the total quantity 
of the quota he will then ration the appli
cants in proportion to the qmintitie8 impor
ted by them during any preceding period, 
or according to their applications, or in 
any other manner which the Governor may 
approve. I may here mention that 
it is proposed, and it has already been noti
fied in anticipation in the newspapers, 
that the basis for 1935 will be the imports 
for 1933. Anyone who did not import in 
1933 but may have imported since then 
will be allotted a certain quantity. 

Clause 6 of the Bill provides that a 
licence may, with the consent of the 
Comptroller, be · transferred from the 
person to whom it was issued to any other 
person designated by him. Clause 8 pro
vides that on the importation of the goods 
the licence for such importation shall be 

produced to the Comptroller who shall 
endorse thereon the quantity imported 
until the licence is exhausted. 

There is provision for the payment of a 
small fee in respect of each licence. It is 
proposed to fix it at a shilling for each 
licence. I move that the Bill be read a 
second time. 

lVlajor CRAIG seconded. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I cannot understand 
the desire of Govemment to put through 
this Bill to-day. I had no knowledge 
that it was Uovernment's intention to do 
so, but I shall endeavour to make a few 
remarks on the Bill although I must con
fess that I am at a very great disad
vantage. I think I can s,Ly I tim fully 
acquainted with the object of the Bill, a,nd 
that is that Government having found 
itself in difficulty in endeavouring to ani ve 
at a satisfactory quota with respect to the 
importation of a certain class of goods 
into the country, it is now proposed to 
ration imports of that class of goods. As 
the Oi:dinance has been in operntion for a 
few months I had hoped to hear a pro
nouncement from Government as to the 
advisability of the Ordinance beiug con
tinued, but that has not been forthcoming. 
I also wanted to know whether this Gov
ernment has not gone outside of the 
instructions received from the Secl'etary 
of State regarding the protection that is 
now being afforded to British manufac
tures, because it cloe8 seem strange that a 
certain class oZ goods should be cxduded 
from one British Colon, and l'eceived with 
opeu arms in another British Colouy. 

It is well known tlrnt since the passing of 
what is now knowu as tlie ,Japanese Hill 
certain goods ha.cl to be re-exported from 
this country, re�ulting in hcuvy los,s of 
revenue ..• -I think 011 one small shipment 
the duty worked out at about $500. I am 
ashamed to quote the c.i.f. value of the 
goods, but in order to put the true posi
tion of the goods I should mention that 
the prime cost was between $50 and $60. 
The fact is that the duty worked out i1t 
$500, and the goods had to be re-exported. 
Where did those goods go to? They went 
to Trinidad, our neighouring Colony, ii 
British port, a Colony which, like our
selves, recently introduced legisLLtion to 
ban certain goods from foreign sources, 
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Mr. D'ANDRADE: Is the hon, Mem
ber speaking of the quota restriction or 
some other restriction? If he is speaking 
in regard to any other thing he would be 
out of order. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: That seems to be a 
new Order in the House, to be called to 
order by the mover of the Bill. I do not 
know whether Your Excellency will rule 
on the matter. 

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. Member 
is quite in order. He is only developing 
his argument. Perhaps on that particular 
point about ce1·tain goods being re
exported from this Colony and received in 
Triuidad there m,iy be some reason for 
tba.t, and perhaps the Comptroller might 
explain. It IDfk)' be possible that those 
goods might have got into Trinidad at a 
less high duty, ot· might have fitted in with 
the a.mount of thei1· quota. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Is that Government's 
reply? 

THE PRES TD ENT: I am only suggest
ing that that may be so. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: This House should 
be told definitely what were the instruc
ti1 1us received from the Secretary of State, 
because it does seem strange to me th3,t 
certain classes of goods should be de
barred - the rate of dttty made it impos
sible for those goods to come in. l am 
ve1·y glad to have had the opportunity to 
come back to Government on the question. 
It does seem to me that soroet-hing is 
wrong somewhere. Perhaps Govermnent 
has exceeJcd the instructions given by the 
Secretary of St,it-e, because our experience 
has been that these goods will never be 
able to come to this couutry 011 ,�ccotmt of 
the high rate of duty, and we know now 
fol' certain that they can be received in 
,inother British Colony where the rate of 
dutv is not as high. It is evident that that 
cre;tes a hardship on the people of this 
Colony If we cannot bring in these cheap 
men:handise here, and our neighbouring 
Colony cttn do so, and the same class of 
goods is going to Great Britain, it is 
obvious that the instructions of t,he 
Secretary of State have been eiweeded. 
If that is so the Council should be told to 
what extent,, and what are the rnasons for 
i. 

I happen to know that the Comp
troller of Customs has been in great 
difficulty over the whole Ordinance. He 
may or may not admit it. He is in diffi
culty as to what is wearing apparel. 
One item previously introduced as 
wearing apparel is no longer wearing 
apparel under the Ordina,nce. The time 
has come when Government should 
make a pronouncement. I am in sym
pathy with Government over the quota 
period, and I hope that this Bill will 
help Government to al'rive at a s,itisfac
tory quota. I do not think this Bill or 
any other Bill will solve that difficulty 
because, tis far as I know, the a1Tange
ments that have been made with respect to 
imports for 1935 are far from satisfac
tory. They may be sat-isfactory to a 
few persons but not to othei•s. Pro
vision has not been made for any person 
who during 1935 may decide to import 
this cla,ss of merchandise. That is wrong. 
Having regard to the quantity imported in 
previous yea1·s I can hardly see what quan
tity would be set aside fo1· that class of 
importer. 

My tnird objection is that no quota 
based on the previous imports of an im
porte1· would be satisfactory to any indi
vidual importer, for the simple reason 
that the quota is being based on the figures 
for one particular year. Even if it is 
satisfactory to an individual importer, 
would it be satisfactory to the inhabitants 
of the Colony as a whole? Debarring the 
entry of these goods is creating a distinct 
hardship on the people who can least 
afford to pay. I personally have no 
serious objection to thi:s Bill. I sym
pathise with Government, hut l would ask 
Government to make a pro110U1Jcement on 
the points I haYe raised Lecause they are 
of some concArn to those people who are 
engaged in this class of business. \Vhy 
should a c ertain class of goods be debarred 
from this Colony and received in another? 
If Government has exceeded the Sec1·etary 
of State's instructions it seems to me that 
the position should be remedied because 
the Colony is losing revenue, and in addi
tion that particular class of merchandise 
is not available for the_ people. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I should have liked to 
feel that this Bill was coming up in its 
regular course. . I always give Bills con
aideration before entering the ·Council. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I will explain the 
reason. It is purely intended to be of 
assista,nce to the commercial community 
so that they may know the position. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I see Government has 
been driven to it, but I am wondering 
whether the Bill is necessary at all. It 
seems to me that Government will con
tinue to experiment, and it i's not profiting 
by experience. The original Bill wa1; 
b,·ought into the Council hte this ye,u· 
and cnused a furore over the cou11 try. It 
was pointed out to Government that it 
would be prejudicial to the consumer while 
Government would lose import duty 011 

tho:,e goods. Both of these have come 
out true. Government has lost revenue 
and has imposed on thoi,e least able to 

. bear it the further expense of procuring 
for themselves more expensive articles. 
Government is going to impose the Bill 
again and make it worse by saying that 
those merchants who did not import in 
1933 would not he able to import now-. 
While we are doing this Trinidad is doing 
the contrary. Is this the time to 
impose additional taxation on the people 
of the Colony? Did T not charncterise the 
original Bill as crazy charity? How far 
are we going now ? 

vVe have experienced all that we antici
pated at the inception of that Bill, but in 
spite of that Govemment is bringing for
wa1·d this Bill to continue the imposition 
and burden on the people. I submit that 
all those manufacturers of cotton goods in 
Lancashire, all those who were going out 
of commission have gone ot1t of commis
sion. Therefore the Bill bas not benefited 
anybody. \Ve are passing llills here to 
benefit nobody but to punish everybody. 
I cannot see why Govt�rnment, during 
the interim, could noL htH'e communi
cated with the Secret .. ry of St,Lte and 
stated that the restriction imposed has 
creaLed a hue and cry throughout the com
munity, ,Lnd that it is only the law-abiding 
nature of the people and their loyalty to 
the British Crown that lrn.s caused them 
to be,Lr the burden. The Bill is inde
fensible. The principle is regardless of 
anything like jurisprudence. It is simply 
might overpowering right, and the people 
being imposed upon. 

Mr.' V-l ALCOTT: This is a case where 
'I think my sympathy is• almost as mil:ch 

with the Comptroller of Customs as it is 
with the taxpayer. I can now understand 
the necessity for more clerks in the 
Customs Department. This Bill imposes 
a quot,1 within a quota. The Comptroller 
of Customs has re,Llised the difficulties he 
has been placed in to divide the small 
quotas among the importers. As the last 
speaker says, the Bill is against all 
the principlns of jurisprudence. It is 
against commonsense. The hon .. IVJember 
for Centr,11 Dernernrn lms pointed out 
that i11 Trinidad the duty charged on 
these guods is less than the extra duty 
which we put ou at the last session. It 
:-;eems impossible for this Government to 
adjust it in Lhe necess,H"y way; we usually 
seem to ovel'do it. In none of the West 
Tnclian Colomes, and I do not think in any 
other Bl'itish possC'ssion, is there the same 
rate of duty on these Japanese goods as 
·we have in this Colony to-day. The
application of this quota has resulted in
increased work in the Customs Depart
ment. I hiwe the gl'eatest sympathy with
my friend the Comptroller of Customs.
I know what it will mean to him and the
timtJ he will have to spend on it. If this
is a case of protection fo1· the Imperial
Government then I think some of the
$380,000 we propose to borrow from them
should be gi vm as iL grant-in-aid to pay for
the increased Customs staff we have to
employ.

THE PRES[DENT: With reference to 
the points made by the hon. Member for 
Centrnl Demernra, the position is that we 
have can-ied out the iustructions of the 
Secretary of State. Of course, this Bill in 
uo way affects the question of the duties 
i11 the original Bill. They are percentages, 
and r take it that they :ire high because 
uur original duties were high. There was 
one case in 1d1ich we did not C>LLTY out the 
iusl rnctions of the Secretary of State, and 
l;hat was in regard to a certain class of 
vests, and I received by last mail the 
Secretary of St,itc's approval of our 
exclusion of tlmt pal'ticular garment from 
the operation of the Ordinance because it 
cannot be obtained from Great Britain. 

Mr·. WALCOTT: I am very pleased to 
hear that. You will remember I asked 
that that be done. 

Question. put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second time. 
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The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause. 

CJ.Luse 4-Issue of licences. 

lYlr. WALCOTT: I ask that no lir.ence 
be brought in here. A merchant pays a 
general lic,•nce fot· trading in the Colony; 
why should he hiwe to pa.ya, specific licence 
to impoi·t foreign silk? Jt is ridieulous, 
a,nd it is only putting mo1·e ta,xa,tion on 
the people. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I r,hink it is simply 
a registration fee. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: It is only a nomi
nal fee. 

Mr. WALCOTT: If it is a penny it will 
probably cost 20 shillings to collect it. 
(Laughter). The Chief Commissary might 
say he has not the time to collect it. 

THE CHA l RMAN : It is the usual cus
tom of Government, whenever it has to 
issue a form of licence, to charge a 110mi
nal fee. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Why should there be 
a licence at all? An importer cannot 
possibly get goods in except he pays duty. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: The licence is in 
the interest of the importer. If there is 
no licence an importer may import any 
quantity which ou arrival he may find is 
in excess of the quota. By having to pay 
a licence he will know exactly the quantity 
he may import. 

Clause put, and agreed to . 

Clause 7 -Returns and declarations of 
origin. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It see1m to me that 
is rather late in the day. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: That is an imnual 
statement of what he has imported. 

Clause put, and agreed to. 

Council resumed. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: I move that tbe 
Bill be now read a third time and._p;�ssed. 

.Major CRAIG seconded, 

Question " That this Bill be now read a 
third time and passed" put, and agreed 
to. 

Bill read the third time. 

ANNUAL EsTii'IIATES. 
The Council resolved itself into Com

mittee and resumed consideration of the 
E:sLiwates of Expe11lliture to be defrayed 
from Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1935. 

POLICE. 
Item 39-Revenue Protection Expenses, 

$1,200. 

Mr. WALCOTT: When the Committee 
adjourned yesterday afternoon I was 
referring to the fact that no set·ious 
action had been taken either by the 
Revenue Officers, the Public Health Officers 
or by the Police in-trying to see th11t the 
Copra Regulations are carried out, and that 
the spirit of the Ordinance is adhered to. 
The Copra Board has had several inter
views with Your Excellency, and the Com
mittee which you appointed has made 
recommendations. I do not know whether 
you intend to bring forward any further 
amendments to the Ordinance as the result 
of those recommendations, but I do know 
that a large number of samples have been 
submitted to the Government Analyst to 
be tested. I understand that comparatively 
few have been tested because the Analyst 
says he is too busy to give attention to 
them. Only two prosecutions have been 
brought, aud in both cases I believe the 
lYiagistrnte w,u·ned the defendants not to 
do it again. 

No serious attempt is being made by the 
Government to enforce the Regulations. 
I have ealled attention before to the fact 
that the Government is losing a large 
amount of revenue. Perhaps Government 
thinks that because it can borrow money 
from the Imperial Government it is not 
necessary to collect that revenue, but in 
your speech Your Excellency mentioned 
that ,Ldditiona,l staff was necessary because 
Government is losing revenue as the result 
of beiug understaffed. It seems ridiculous 
that Government, after representations 
have been made by the people concerned, 
sliould bring f orward Regulations to prn-
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tect the industry and r,hen not issue 
instructions to the subordinate officers to 
see that those Regulations are canied out. 
It is now over a year since the Copra· 
Ordinance came into force. First we wet·e 
told that Government could not enforce 
the Grdina.nee because there were certain 
loopholes. Amendments were made but 
still no serious steps are being taken to 
enforce the Regulations. It is unfair to 
the people who are pttyiug Excise Duty to
day thitt othei·s who are making similar 
edible oil, or at least who claim to be 
nmking simila,r edible oil, are not paying 
the Excise Duty. 

I want to make it perfectly clear that 
this does not refer to the makers of crude 
coconut oil, who are not taxed in any way, 
but there are very many of the people who 
used to make · crude ·coconut oil who are 
now using chemicals to try to get the 
coconut flavour out of their oil. They are 
using chemicals which, I am told, in some 
instances are danget·ous to the public 
health, and it is time that Government 
takes notice of this. It is just another 
instance of the lack of co-operation 
between the various Departments of the 
Government, and perhaps I should say it 
almost amounts to disloyalty on the part 
of Government servants, the way they fail 
to carry out what should be their duty as 
passed on by senior officers of the Govern
ment. It is no use this Council passing 
Regulations in order to protect the indus
try unless the subordinate officers of the 
Government or the Heads of those Depart. 
men.ts re�ponsible are instructed to see 
that they are carried out, and theii- subot· 
dinate officers made to do so. I think it 
is as necessary to p1·otect the revenue with 
regard to the collection of Excise Duty on 
edible oil as it is to prevent bush rutn 
being made. It is the same loss of revenue 
to Government. I therefore fail to see why 
the Government should instruct the 
Police and the Revenue Officers to be so 
energetic in pt·osecuting bush rum offenders 
and not do the same thing in connection 
with edible oil. 

I appeal to Yom Excellency to try to 
get this matter put right. It is a disgrace 
that these conditions should be allowed to 
continue. It is manifestly unfair to the 
Company-I hold no brief for them, I am 
not a shareholder-that they should pay 
Excise Duty while othet·s are allowed to 

make what they claim to be similar oil 
and not pay the duty. I undei·stand that 
the Company have threatened that if Gov
ernment would not recognise its duty in 
this matter they will become offende1·s and 
not pay the duty, and let Government 
prosecute them as a test case. Surely we 
do not want a situation like that. Govern
ment is very anxious to impose extra Cus
toms duties. The fin,1ncial officei·s of the 
Government seem to be particularly keen 
on trying to raise revenue. I wish that 
their ability-and I have great respect for 
it-would be directed sometimes towards 
the reduction of expenditure or the collec. 
tion of revenue where it ought to be col
lected, instead of being dfrected towards 
finding new means of imposing taxation. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I desire to 
support the remarks of the last speaker 
rngarding the collection of revenue on 
edible oil. The Ordinance was passed 
with a view to giving the coconut oil 
'"industry protection, but it is not getting 
the benefits intended by tlHtt Ordinance. I 
join in the appeal to Government to 
instruct the officers responsible for the 
protection of revenue that they should be 
just as energetic as they are in making 
bush mm raids. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think the 
hon. Nominated Member is quite justified 
-and I think he knows it-in saying that
Government is not doing anything. It is
one of those in�ta11ces where Government,
in trying to iuterfere with the ordinary
course of business, lrns found itself in vei·y
great cl it:ticulties. The position is th11t
Government wa,s asked to do cet·t,1i11 things
in 1·eg,1rd to this oil, and also to take steps
to protect and help the copra industry.
vVe endeavoured to do that. A great deal
of it was done last year. I was not heee,
but when I cam!' hn.ek I found that
although an Ordinance had been passed, or·
an ttmfmding Ordinance, that was not quite
sufficient, and representations were made
for another Ordinance, I forget how
many Ordinances have been passed in this
connection, but in each case we have been
told by those concerned that if those pro
visions were put through that was all they
required. We no soonet· do th:i.t than
some loophole is found and representa
tions a.re made again. ·we have tried to
enforce these Regulations but the District
Commissioners find that they cannot,

._ 
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They have been dt·afted as recommended 
by the industry concerned. Government 
has done everything to help the indust1·y. 
Now we are considering what amendments 
can possibly be made. 'l.'he Analyst is 
analysing those samples, but apprL1°ently 
ther·e is a loophole. Those clever people 
get ctround the ReguhLtions every time. 
It is simply a question of trying to close 
one hole when they open another. 'ro 
say that Government i� not doing all it 
can is not justifiable, and the hon. Member 
knows it. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I take it you are 
admitting now that the Officers of the 
Crown are not sufficiently capable to 
counter the efforts of the offenders. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I did not say that. 
Regulations were passed ,ts recommended, 
but in trying to enfo1·ce them we found 
they were not sufficiently strong or com
prehensive to prevent the evasion which 
the hon. 1\'Iember iii complaining of. How
ever, the matter is still under consideration. 
Government is doing its best. 

Item passed. 

FrnE PROTEc·r,oN. 
The items nuder this Head were passed 

without discussion. 

PRISONS. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I desire to make t, few 

obscrv:Ltio11s under this Hrnd. I think it 
w.LS at the hLst Annual Session when
se·1ernl omissions were clisl.:lo�ecl wi tli
l'espel.:t to this institution, and it was
thought that the eng:Lgement of iL Keeper
of the Prison would ,Lmelioi·,Ltc if not
eliminate most of wh,�t were eonsicle1·erl
irregularities that were comphLinecl of at
the time. Since then I u11clerst1Lnd we
have tt Keopcl' of the P1·iso11 llllt, so far as 
0110 can g,Lther, his advl'nt to the country
lrns served only to punish tl1e vVMclers
and give the prisoners e,tse. I u11dersta11d
that now :111d rtgain the prisoners ,Lre
e11te1·t,tinccl with 1L concert.. Tlmt T undel'
sta11d is :L somewhat humane form of
punishing people (Laughter). There are
no politil.:,d prisoners in this country. If
there wcl'C pcrlrnps some of us would not
be in this House. The1·c is no Gh,u1di or
anyone like him in the Colony. Unly
prisoners of tlmt class, I conceive, would
need a concel't in priflon. The prisoners

in this Colony are people who have broken 
the Criminal Code, and although we treat 
them as human beings we want to punish 
them as a deterrent to themselv.es and 
othet·s. If we send them to prison and 
give them a concert now and then, what 
good would be done? There would be 
nothing to p1·event them going hack. 

The Prison is still understaffed. There 
at·e not the requisite number of vVarders, 
and as the result of that the 111011 have to 
work from 6 to 6, whicl, 1uea.u,; sLaading 
from morning until night, except during 
the one hour allowed for bl'eakfast. A 
prisoner can sit but the vVarder must 
remain on his legs all d,Ly. I am told that 
if iL vV:trder is seen leaning agttinst a post 
it is a breach of the Regulations. I 11 order 
to makeshift for the lack of staff I under
stand that four policemen are detailed 
every clay to go to the Prison gate and 
take out two gangs, returning with them 
at 4-.30 p.m. Two policemen are put in 
charge of a gang of prisoners which one 
vVarder would be in ch1Lrgc of. Your 
Excellency will remember that on the last 
occasion mention was made of Warders 
who had been iu the Se1·viec from 8 to 12 
years wiLhout 1my promotion at all. I 
unclerstimd that since then four or five 
men h,we been promoted. But what do we 
find? vVhere!Ls in the past they were put 
on the Fixed Establishment, to-clay they 
are not. That brings me to this : \Vhen 
I mentioned the llltLtter on the l!Lst occa
sion the acting Colonial Tl'easurcr drew 
my tLttention to Regubtio11 17 of the Pen
RiOHR OrclimLnec, N •. 20 of 1933, iu,d said 
that all those men would come under Liiat 
Ordinance. Regulation 17 (1) says:-

" In special cases any person ho lei ing a 
11011-pcnsionable otlice who afte1· the 
commencement of this 01'rlintLnce retires in 
circumstances in whil.:li l,e might lnve been 
g,·,mtflcl ,i pension if he had held a pension-
1Lble ottil.:e may if he has not le3s than 
fiEteeu yeMs continuous service in the 
Colony be gnintecl an mmual iillowance no� 
exceeding two-thirds of the pension that 
he might h,we been grnnted htt,1 he been 
employe-:1 in a p!.!n.siomLble ofiiee." 

The hon. Member forgot tlmt he was 
talking to tt llltLn who makes some prel:en
sion tlmt he knows so1oethi11g fLbout law. 
When the holclet· of a non-pensionable 
office has worked 20 vears ,LtHI desires to 
retire he has to petitfon the Govel'llruent, 



359 Committee of Snpply 19 DEcEM.Brm, I 934. Committe_e of Siipply 360 

and it is sent to the Head of his DP.part
ment to repot·t about him. It may be 
reported that he was fined 5 cents five 
years ago for reading a newspaper, and his 
conduct was not good. It me,Lns that such 
an oilicer has to go hat in hand after 20 
years' service. ·what is the idea of 
employing those five men on a different 
footing from those who were engaged 
before? Every effort is made to .keep the 
local man out of anything that should 
come to him that may be considered as a 
sort of solatium in his old age. Those 
men should have been treated in the �ame 
way as their predecessors, and it is a 
matter Government should look into. 
Those three words-" In special cases"
should be eliminated from the Regulation 
if it is not Government's intention to keep 
these officers out of a pension. 

I think that the Governor said that new 
industries would be started in the Prison 
whereby the prisoners would be made to 
do something of a beneficial nature. I do 
not know if anything of the sort has been 
done. Perhaps Government might inquire 
and see that something is done. I said at 
the time I did not think the appointment 
of a Keeper of the Prison would improve 
matters very much. It seemed to me tlmt 
the mornle of the "\Varders had gone down 
vei-y low because they had nothing to hope 
for, and that if that was im1>roved some 
improvement would accl'Ue. Governnient 
thought othel'Wise, ot· · that it should be 
accompanied by the importation of a 
Keeper, but from all one can see he might 
well be exportPd .tgain with six months' 
R:,l:try, and it would be a gain to the 
Colony. 

'l'here is also another complaint coming 
from that quarter. Hitherto when a ·warder 
becfune ill he could remain at home for at 
least three d,,ys so long as he notified the 
authorities. Aftet· three days a medical 
certificate would have to be forwarded. 
·with the advent of the new Keeper, if a
vV arcler is ill he must turn out for
duty and work until the Prison doctor
can see him and report on his condition.
If he does not go to wol'lc he is fined.
vVhat becomes of the fine? I should like
to know how many .of the subordinates are
being fined in the Pl"ison, the Police Force
and the Hospital? Some officers when
they come out can see no good in the
people of the country. They treat them

a!! anything but human beings. One can
not lay on the shoulders of the new 
Superintendent the fact that t,he Prison is 
under-staffed because the Inspector 
General of Police, who is now also Inspec
tot· of P1·is_ons, must have obset·ved that it 
is under-staffed and should have recom
mended to Government an increase of the 
staff. Who is to blame then for the fact 
that the staff is still short, and that police
men have to be substi'tuted for Prison 
Warders? Inquiry should be made into the 
matter to see what can be done. The 
Prison is not a place where Government 
can afford to economise with a short staff. 
I appeal to Government to make the lot of 
the Warders a bit more comfortable and 
improve thefr status so that they can look 
forward to a pension. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: With regard to the 
hon. Member's objection to concerts being 
held in the PL'ison, I think thev should 
have a refining influence on the p;·isoners, 
and that it is a ve1·y wise innovation on the 
part of tha Head of the Department. I hope 
they will come out reformed and good 
citizens. Surely they should enjoy some. 
of the amenities of life and get a soothing 
influence from the songs of those good 
ladies who may offer their services. The 
Head of. the Department should be -con
gratula.ted rather than condemned fol' such 
a human act. I do not think my friend 
meant it that way. With respect to the 
inadequa,te staff I hope that the Inspector 
of P1·isons will see that bhat state of 
aff,Lirs is remedied. 

vVhat I would like to see stopped is the 
pn1ctil:e of having men in prison garb 
parading the streets. In Berbice the 
Pl'ison Farm.is near the Prison compound 
and the prisoners are taken through the 
back lands. The Prison Farm is giving 
very good retul'ns, and some of the food
stuffs produced are sent to Georgetown to 
other Government Departments. 

With respect to the pension rights of 
Warders I think the whole question will 
have to be gone into. On the whole I 
think the discipline of the staff has 
improved. There were days when there 
was no discipline at all, but since the 
Inspector General of Police has been 
appointed Inspector of Prisons' there ba,s 

been marked improvement in that particu
lar direction. 
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Mr.DEAGUIAR: I wish to support 
the hon. Member for Berbice River in his 
remarks regarding pension rights of the 
Warders. It seems to me that the whole 
question should be gone into. Them 
seems to be no definite policy as rngards 
the treatment of these men. On the 
Estimate for 1934 there were 16 3rd Class 
Warders on the Fi.ired Establishment, but 
for 1935 there are _l l on the Fixed Estab
lishment and 5 on the Unfixed Establish
ment. The explanation we have is that 
the new appointees have been put on the 
Unfixed Establishment. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The trouble about 
these concerts is that while the prisoners are 
enjoying them the ·warders have to wait 
until 7 .30 p.m. before .i;hey can leave. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It is not beyond 
the bounds of possibility that the hon. 
Member may some day enjoy those con
certs. (Laughter). The remarks made by 
the hon. Member will be considered. With 
regard to the question of making those 
officers pensionable I think that generally 
the policy is that 31·d Class Warders, as 
new men, are appointed and remain below 
the line, and it should be a matter of pro
motion wh0ther they should be moviid up 
above the line. On one hand we are told 
we must curtail Government's pension 
commitments while on the other hand we 
are asked to increase them. Somewhere 
between the 1st and 3rd Class Warders 
there will have to be a line drawn. 
Warders must remain below the line until 
they are promoted. With 1·egard to the 
way in which the ·warders are treated, I 
have received no complaint from ·warders, 
and I understand that whatever the ti-eat
ment may be there are always plenty of 
applicants for the post. The work cannot 
be so hard or that they are badly treated 
in any way. 

Item passed. 

Item 1 i-Personal Allowance to Colonel 
W. E. H. · Bradburn as Inspector of 
Pi·isons, $480. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I understand that 
some of those officers whose personal 
allowances for 1935 have been withdrawn· 
have been receiving those allowances in 
1934, ,ind I think a Member would be 
quite justified in raising the question at 
this stage and inquiring whethe1· the 

,iuthority of this Council was obtn.ined for 
the payment of those allowa.nces. I know 
that a Member cannot speak on an item 
which is not before the Council, hut it was 
before the Council before, and since then 
info1·mation has been received that the 
allowances were actually paid. I have 
been definitely informed th,it one or more 
of those officet·s have received those allow
ances in 1934. As far as I am aware this 
Council at no time passed an item of that 
nature. Some pronouncement from Gov
ernment is necessary. 

Tm: CHAIR:\1:AN: The matte1· will be 
looked into and the hon. iW ember will be 
informed. 

Item deleted. 

Item ll-Assistant \-V,irclers-12 at 
$396, $4,752. 

Mr. GONSALVES: Do I understand 
that in order to imp.rove the ·efficiency of 
the service six more Warders will be taken 
on inl935? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, we have to 
increa�e the staff by six Assistant War
ders. I would like to remind the hon. 
Member that, unfortunately, the gaols are 
very full and it is necessary to employ 
extra Warders because of the increasing 
numbers of prisoners. 

Item In-Station allowances to ·warders 
at the Maz,Lruni Station, $720. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Is the item under 
the correct Head? I think it ought to be 
under the Forest Department. The 'Narders 
are supervising prisoners engaged in Fores
try work. 

THE COLO NJ AL SECRETARY: It 
was under the Forest1·y vote last year, but 
this and other iteIUs have been transfenecl 
to this Head because it was decided that as 
they were Prison vVarders the item should 
be under Prisons. They are looking after 
prisoners and not doing Forestry work. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Tn·e position is 
that a certain number of prisoners have 
been sent down there to assist in keeping 
the Mazaruni Station clean. It was 
regarded more or less as a temporary 
measure until the matter has been exam
ined further. Since then, ;wing to the 
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increased number of prisoners in the Prison, 
we have had to declare the Mazaruni 
Station a prison, and it has to come under 
the Prison vote. 

Mr. SEAFORD: In view of that state
ment I may mention that I understood 
that Government was reverting to the 
system of sending prisoners to Mazaruni 
because they were better off there. In the 
old days when prisoners were kept there 
the control of them was bettet· and the 
expense was less. They did a lot of useful 
work there in qual'l'ying. 

THE CHAIRMAN: There is no stone 
to quarry at Mazaruni. It is all finished. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I understand there is 
some amount of stone on the CamariiL 
Road. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : �fay I ask how 
many prisoners are at the Mazaruni 
Station? 

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) : 
Thirty-nine, including one at the Bartica 
Hospital when I left there. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: At·en't they doing 
Forestry work? Why shouldn't the charge 
be against the Forest Depat·tment 1Lnd let 
us see how much we are paying for gt·ow
•ing gt·eenheart? I think it is ta,king away 
something from the Forest Department. 

Mr. WOOD: These alllounts which 
have been put on the Prison vote this 
year wern transfened from the Forestry 
vote. The pri!'onet·s do not entirely do 
Forestry work. 'l'bey are employed to 
do axe work in the bush ; there is certain 
objection to that. They are employed 
in keeping a large area of Government 
property clea.n, and the a.ctual amount of 
pu11itive labour for purely Forestry work 
they provide is uot very great. They do 
keep cleat· a. large area which would otbe1·
wiHe be oveL"growu by bush, and which I 
think generally ct·eates a very favourable 
impression about the inte1·ior ,�t least 
among visitors. '!'he hon. Mem.J:>er has not 
yet visit,ed Mazaruni, and seems to think 
that all the prisoners are employed in grow
ing greeuheart,. I extend au invitation to 
·him as I extended to many Members last
year, to see what we are doing, and then
perhaps he will be in a better position to
discuss the vote.·

..M:r. ELEAZAR: Your Excellency has 
extended an invitation to me to be a pris
one1· at the Georgetown Gaol, and now my 
friend wants to welcome me at the Penal 
Settlement. (Laughter). 

Mr. WOOD : I said as a visitor and not 
as an inmate. (Laughter). 

l\fr. GONSALVES : When these 
prisoners retum to normal life are they 
given any opportunities for employment 
by the Forest Department, having had 
experience of the work during their incar
ceration? 

Mr. WOOD: Most of them are well 
trained by the time they leave there in 
cleadng land, cleaning trenches and wot·k 
of that sort, but I think it is a recognised 
principle that it is extremely undesirnble 
to offer prisoners work just outside the 
walls of the prison in which they hav,e 
recently been incarcerated, and whern 
their mates are very often still in the 
gangs. J t leads to ve1·y undesirable tl'affick
ing and things of that sort. I must say 
at once that prisoners who have been 
recently incarce1·ated at Mazaruni are not 
regarded as being eligible for employ,ueut 
at the Maza1·uni Station. 

lVIl'. GONSALVES: If the work is 
spread out there would not be that a,sso
ciation between them unless they miLke it 
possible. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: What would 
have happened if these prisoners were not 
there? ·whe1·e would the expenditure have 
been found in these Estimates ? 

Mr. WOOD : Origiua.lly the idea was 
that a gang of prisoners should be sent 
twice a year for six weeks to keep the a1·ea 
clea.r. It proved impoissible to cout1·ol 
them up there, a,nd it was decided that no 
more would be sent up. We simply had 
to carry on as best we could without the 
plar:e being kept clear. ·when those 
p1·isoners were sent up there pe1·1Im,nently 
the place continued t,o be cleaned and kept 
clear. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think that sup
ports the claim I made at the beginning. 
If the Forest Station should be at Maza
rnni the Forest Department should be 
1·esponsible for all the charges in connec
tion with th� u,pkeep of its area. This i1;1 
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an item that should properly come under 
the Forest vote. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON: All that goes to 
prove the unwisdom of ever removing the 
p1·isoners from JYfazaruni. At the time 
other :Members and I gravely dissented 
from the policy of Sir Edward Denham in 
removing the prisoners from Nfazaruni. 
It is a, case of the chickens comiug home 
to roost. It was an absolutely wroug 
thing to do. 

Tm,: CHAIRMAN: I think U1e hon. 
Member misunderstands the position. It 
is quite possible that no prisoners would 
be kept there at all but for the overHow of 
the Prison. The intention was to ;;end 
men there occasiorrnlly. That proved a 
failure. It then became necessary to find 
a place. for the prisoners, and it was there
fore decided to declare the Ylaziuuni 
Station a p1·ison and to send there the 
ovediow from the Georgetown and New 
Amsterdam Prisons. ln orrler to keep the 
Forest Station and its surroundings clear 
it may be necessary to employ a batch of 
labourers at very great expense. '1.'he 
Forest Station has now been declared a 
prison, and it is proper that the expense 
of keeping the prisoners there should be 
charged ag,tinst the Prison vote. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : It was the 
greatest mistake to do away with the con
vict settlement at Mazaruni. 

Item passed. 

Item 5-Drugs and Medical Appliance.�, 
$390. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I itsk 
that this item be increased to $500. 'l'he 
extrn $ll0 is to provide tooth brushes 
and paste for the prisoners. (Laughter). 
At present they get none, and I think it is 
obvious that people's teeth ,we a most 
important pa1·t of their anatomy. 'l'he 
prisoners have no means of cleaning their 
teeth, therefore I ask that the item be 
iucreased to that amount. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am quite iu favour 
of keeping their teeth clean, but I think 
the people with the finest teeth are those 
who use the sticks, 

Mr. WOOD: Wheneve1· I inspect the 
pl.'isoners at Mazaruni there is a demand 

for nail brushes, but I have no means of 
providing them. (Laughte1·). 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 6-Tools and Appliances, $200. 

'1.\rn COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item he increased to $460 
in order to provide a new oil engine for 
the fibre machine. The amount will be 
rncouped iu a very sho1·t time because of 
the matting which is made. At present 
it is supplied pu1·ely to Govemment insti
tutions. 

Que�tion put, aud agreed to. 

Item 9-'l'ravelling Expenses, $1,010. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be reduced to $650. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

ltem IO-Bakery-Georgetown P1·ison, 
$10,000. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased to 
$10,630 in order to p1·ovide an automatic 
mixing miichine for the bread made in the 
Prison, which is supplied to the Hospitals 
and various other Government institutions. 
All bakeries have been urged to instal 
these automatic mixing machines in the 
interest of public health. 

Question put, and agreed to . 

Item 14-Miscellaneous, $800. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased to $1,000 
in order to provide utensils for the 
prisoners. At present they use cups and 
other vessels made of tin which are very 
insanitary. It is proposed to get porce-

. lain mugs, etc. 

(�uestiou put, and ,tgreed to. 

MJNIS'fEHS OF RELIGION. 

Item 4--Allowance to Bishop of Guiana 
for Missionary purposes, $491. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish I had the power 
to move that the votes under thi8 Head be 
doubled. At the time when it wa8 decided 
to dis-establish the Church I was then 
preaching, and I protested, but my protest 
was not heard. Whatever I may say to-
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day has nothing to do with the fact that I 
still feel I was right then and those--who 
are respousible for what is to day were 
wrong. I wish to remark here on the fact 
th,Lt while we have in this country wh,it i� 
known ,Ls a Sunday trading Ordimuwe, 
which is very good, aml while we pretend 
to be in a Christian community ,tnd are 
p,tyiug this ,tmount-very inadequate .r 
must admit-we arn ,tllowing things to go 
on iu the country which ;u·e subversive to 
wh:Lt we u.re pa.ying this money to provi<le. 
[ refer to the fact that we are getting in 
this country a Continental Sund,Ly-

'l'rrn CHAIRMAN.: I ttm -afrnid I mu
not allow the hon. Member, in Committee 
on the Estimates, to go into a question of 
that kiud. He can move a motion iE he 
wishes, and ha.ve a debate on it. [ would 
be vei·y glad to hear the hon. Member on 
the subject. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Very well, sir. You 
know what I intended to s,ty. (Litughter). 

Tai,: CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. Mem
ber move a motion so that he c,LJJ diHcuss 
the matter'! 

ill r ELEAZAR: Very well, :sir. Do 
you want me to move it now? 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: You can give notice 
of it to-monow morning. 

Mr. SEAFORD: M,ty I suggest tlmt 
we set aside a Sunday afternoon for the 
debate? (Laughter). 

Item passed. 

Poon. 
Item 22-0ut-Door Poor-Essequebo, 

$3,255. 

l\ir. BRASSINGTON: H}LS Govemment 
considered the necessity of providing more 
111ouey for the support of the poor in 
Essequebo? 'vVivhout wishing iu any way 
to prophesy, I say there can be no doubt 
that if Govemment does not do something 
for the County of Essequebo it will be 
faced with an enormously iucreasecl expen
diture in providing pooi· relief, oi· in keep
ing the people in the Alms House. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess. 

M1·. BRASSINGTON (1·esuming): When 
the Committ;ee adjourned I was speaking 
nn the question of out door poor relief in 
Essequebo. Owing to the conditions in 
Es seq uebo, the tremendous increase in 
unemployment, I think it would be wise
in fact I intend to move that the item be 
increased to $20,000. I am sure that 
nobody knows it bettel' than Your Excel
lency that the outcome of unemployment 
is starva,tion, and the outcome of starva
tion, in nine cases ouL uf ten, is sickness, 
loss of vitality ,tnd the filling of the Hos
pitals and the Alms Hottse, and applica
tions for poor relief. This is to my 
mind unavoidable. I am quite satisfied 
that it is not the fault of the local Gov
ernment. \,Vhile perhaps Your Excellency 
will not admit it in this Ch,tmber you 
would, if you wern given the power, take 
steps to allevi,Lte the present deplorable 

- conditions in Essequebo. I have spoken
so often about it that perhaps, like the
hon. Member for Georgetown North, who
says that his friends say he bas sewerage
on the bra.in, I have Essequebo on the
brain, but I will continue to have it on
the brain. I have not given up hope that
the Government will, before it is too late,
take steps to put the economic conditions
in Essequebo right. I do not know
whcthel', unclel' the pl'esent Constitution,
T can move that this item be incrPased to
$20,000.

Tm CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
realises that he would not be in order in 
moving an increase of the item. He can 
of course advocate it and leave it to 
Government to introduce it. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON : That is exactly 
what is going to happen. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: While I have every 
sympathy with Essequebo I 11.m not going 
to ai;k Gove1·mnEnt to increase any amount 
fo1· poor relief, but I suggest to the hon. 
Th'Cember that he might do something to 
get Government to assist Essequebo in 
some way oi· another. vVhile Essequebo 
cannot be in a woi·se state, relief in this 
form would only be penalising those who 
are themselves in a depressed state, be
cause those people who cannot pay taxes 
at all, ,tncl those who a1·e now being 
squeezed, will be fu1·ther squeezed to pro
vide for people who are destitute. \Ve tax 
the man who is working in order to give 
the man who is not working relief. Esse-
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quebo -is on its very last leg, and that is a 
lawe leg. U uless Government can see its 
way to do something-somel,ody told me 
some tiwe ago, and I think Your Excel
lency indicated it in your Speech-the last 
sugar estate in Essequebo is bound to go 
and is going. 

I have always understood, since Crown 
Colony Government came into vogue, that 
the Colonial Office looks upon the Joc1tl 
Government as the man on the spot, and 
it is only one case iu tL hu11clred whel'e the 
man on the spot makes a recommendation 
that ·the Home Government tu,rns it clown. 
·while I cannot see the force of incl'easing
poor relief I can see Government doing
something which will euable people to earn
money. It is" moonshine" to t,tlk about
removing the people from Essequebo and
establishing them in ,,ther parts of the.
Colony, because things are just as bad in
other parts. I do ask GovernllJent to do
i;omething which would pl'ovide work. I
do not believe in doles. Unemployment
relief is a burden on the man who is trying
to do something.

Ml'. BRASSINGTON: I do not think 
the hon. Member understood me. I have 
not put forward th,1t this money will be of 
any help to Essequebo, but I am pointing out 
that owing to the conditions thel'e Govern
ment will be faced with the expenditure of 
a great deal more than the amount put 
down here. I would be bereft of au y 
brains if I thought fol' one moment that 
providing money for poor relief would help 
the people of Essequebo. With regal'd to 
the Government bringing forward schemes 
I have done everything that mortal man 
can do. I saw Sir Edwal'd Denliam in 
private interviews ovet· a dozen times. I 
got six 01· seven Elected Members to 
obtain an interview with him u.ud we 
pointed out to him the whole position in 
Essequebo, giving him figul'es and every
thing else. I tried, as Chairman of the 
Hampton Court Estates, to get other 
parties in the Colony to buy the estate at 
a reasonable price. I have done every
thing possible. 

The wages paid over the pay. table of 
that estate in the last three or four years 
varied between $60,000 and $80,000. The 
whole of that sum was circulated tlirough
out the Essequebo Coast. After March 
next year that money will be completely 

withdmwn. It would not sarprise me if I 
were told later on that Government is 
going to do something in regard to 
Hampton Court. Government will be 
looking around to do something when the 
estate is closed down, when the canes have 
been cut and are of 110 further use from a 
business standpoint. You cannot abandon 
a sugar estate iu a few months and thea 
resuscitate it in, a few months. The 
abandoning process is very rapid, but the 
building up is very slow. I am going to 
be quite frank. My own belief, apart 
from what I have been told, is that there 
are interests at work which have dictated 
or told the Colonial Office not to do any
bhing for Essequebo; it is a hopeless 
thing. T believe tlmt thtJ Colonial Office 
would have dcme �omething but thern lmve 
been other influences at work. It is very 
reg1·ettable. I e,tnnot imy it is true but 
the fact l'emai11s tha.t I have been told that 
certain powe1·ful influences lmve been 
brnught to beat' on the Colonial Office to 
pL'event anything being Jone fol' the Esse
quebo Coast. I woul I not be worthy of 
being called a man if I did not say that 
to-cl,ty. 

Dr. HENDERSON (Sut"geon-Genernl): 
No doubt the hon. Member has noticed 
the note on the next page which indicates 
that next year there will be a tl'ansfer of 
pool' people in the island of Wakenaam, 
hitherto part of the Essequebo district, 
to the \Vest Demel'arn Administrative 
District, and that accounts fo1· the reduc
tion, in ,t large meiisure, which is seen 
between the figure for next year and that 
for this year. 'I'here is also a small sum 
in regard to Essequebo, and much larger 
sums in connection with Demerarn, Berbice 
and Georgetown, which have been extmcted 
from the figul'es ,t11d ineludecl iu the figure 
of $2,500 in item 24. I suggest that the 
figul'e, $3,255, opposite Esscquebo stand as 
pL'intecl. Othel' than that I have no infor. 
mation in regard to likely increases, feel
ing sure th,tt if and when these are 
required the necessa1·y money will be 
forthcoming. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: [ think some. 
body said-I believe it was the Colonial 
Secretary-that this vote was for burial 
expensei;. Tlrnt is not so. I can only "O 

by what the item says-" For the suppo�-t 
of the Poor ineluding Maintenance of 
Orphans, and Funernl Expenses." Why 
sa_y it is only for bu1·ial expenses? 
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Mr. CANNON : I am very surprised to 
hear that this item is for the hurial of the 
poor, but it appears to me that if things 
continue u.::; thev are we would want a 
double sum because there would be so 
many to be helped thtit this amount would 
not defrn.y the expenses, and a supplement
M"Y estimate would be l'equired. I cttnnot 
agree with my friend 011 my lE'ft ( Mr. 
Eleazar) when he says thiit being mnini
mous will not achieve anything. He did 
not say so in as mnuy words but that was 
the inference I drew from his remarks. 
Unless we a.re unanimous we are not going 
to get one thing done. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I did not say anything 
()f the kind. 

Mr. CANNON : I particularly said that 
the hon. Membel' did not say so in those 
words, but the fact that he refused to 
support another hon. Member is sufiicient 
for me. 'rhat is what he meant to convey, 
and that attitude is not peculiar to my 
hon. friend. I hope that before the end 
of the present session he will realise . tlmt 
in orcle1· to get anything clone we have to 
be unanimous. 

�r. ELEAZAR: I a�k the hon. Mem
ber to withdraw his remarks. I maintain 
that 1 said nothing which could convey to 
anybody that I thought a u1mnin.1ous vote 
of the Electives could do nothing. 

Mr. CANNON : I tun pleased to hear 
the hon. Member say he is not opposed to 
unanimity, but his vei·y action shows he is 
because he is not agrP.eing with the hon. 
Member's suggestion. ·what he says in 
realitv is that the Government of this 
Colo1;y should have been in a. position to 
influence the Government on the other 
side. At any rate what I want to stty is 
that unless something is going to be done 
for that part of the country it means 
wholesale destrnction as far ,ts I cm1 see 
it. It bas been suggested tha.t Lhe people 
of Essequebo are to be removed to some 
other part of the count,1·y. Perhaps that 
would be an excellent thing, and we would 
be able to put those funny people who are 
coming here to take eharge in Essequebo. 
I have no voice in thfit matter. I wish to 
tell the hon. Member that J too am 
opposed -to doles. I wish to say-[ am 
sorry l did not have the figu1·es yesterd,ty
that we owe the Imperial Government 
$4,000,000, and at the end of this 

session we shall see another $160,000 or 
$180,000 added to that sum. I cannot 
conceive that there is any chance whatever 
of this Colony being able to repay that 
money to the Imperial Government no 
matter how many ag1·iculturists we tum 
out. Therefore we shall continue from 
ye,u· to year ciLlling upon the Imperial 
Government to meet the deficiency. 

In the circumstances I urge upon Gov
ernment to put a sum sufficiently large on 
the Estimate, or iit any rate to pay t11ose 
1·,ite'l which Your Excellency is iusi,;ting 
should be paid by t,he unfortunate people 
on that Coast. If 50 per cent. of the 
burial fees is provided for here, we might 
add a sufficient sum of money to pay their 
rates for them, thereby preventing Your 
Excellency from seeing those people 
levied upon and their homes taken from 
them. There is no chance in the world of 
our repaying the money we owe the 
Imperial Government so long a.s we pur
sue our present policy of· allowing our 
Customs dutiE's to be frittered away as we 
have been doing since we entered into the 
Reciprocity Treaty with C,tnada. The 
position is getting worse each year, itnd it 
is nonsense fo1· us to com& here and 
expect to do anything more. We 8hould 
take all we can get and make the best of it 
because the time is coming when we will 
get nothing at all. 'l'hat is the position I 
am taking up to-clay, and I hope when 
Y ot1r Excellency has left us you will at 
least hear tlmt th,tt is how this little game 
is being pl,.tyt>d, and how it is going to be 
eve11tuaHy worked out. 

Ttem passed. 

MEDICAL DEPA R'L'MENT. 

M1·. EL EA.ZAR: One would have ex
pected that there would be 110 necessity 
for sa,ying a.nything on this Head seeing 
that there is a Committee now sitting to 
investigate the a.dministl'ation of the 
Dep,irtrnent, but what is astounding is 
that immediately after the Committee 
comment:ed its investig,ttion there should 
be put on the Estimate several new 
appointments. ,Nhen the Committee has 
-finished its investig,ttion what report can
it make? It would be reporting on condi
tions that did not exist when it com
menced. ls Govel'llment frustrating the
efforts of the Committee? It cannot be
otherwise. I cannot congratulate Govern-
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ment on putting these estimates before 
the Council, well knowing that there is a 
Committee investigating. When Govern
ment accepted the motion for the tLppoint
ment of the Committee Government knew 
that these things wern going to be 
done. vVhy did Government not tell us 
not to worl'y about tL Committee be
cause it was taking steps to remedy the 
defects? Government is trying to hoodwink 
the Elected Members tmrl the whole com
munity. It is like a battle of wits mid 
Government is ttlways corning out second 
best. 

vVhat we want is an expert physician. 
We have on expert surgeon who is tL credit 
to the Hospital. Inste:1d, Government 
proposes to appoint two supernumerary 
Medic,Ll Otlicers, so that if the Committee 
recommends the appointment of an expel't 
physician t.here will be additional expense, 
or two otlicers to be dismissed. The 
Department has been getting on quite well 
with three Nursing Sisters, but now tlmt 
the Committee is sitting it is pl'Oposed to 
increase the number to four. vVhen was 
it discovered that a night watch w,1s 
required? Need I say that the nuesing 
staff is depleted? I take tt wager with the 
Surgeon-Geueral that if we go now to the 
Hospital we will find some of the beds 
hovering with bugs. It is because the 
institution is under-staffed and the nurses 
have no time to l,,ok after the cleaJJsing of 
those beds. Yet nobody is t,Llking about 
increasing the nursing staff. It is pro
posed to increase the watchmen and the 
Nursing Sisters. Another Nurning Sister 
is suddenly required to watch a,t night. [ 
do not thiuk it is fair to the communitv 
when a Committee is investig,iting tl(e 
matte!'. How can we know tha true 
position? 

T understand that when the Committee 
visited the iVleutal Hospital in New 
AmstPrd,tm the rnembern were very neal'ly 
chased out of the institution. I under
stand that they dared to lLHk whethet· the 
appointment of a \I ental Specialist would 
not impl'ove the institution, and the img
gestion was like a red rag to the bull who 
is in charge of the Hospital. (L,,ughter). 
I had hoped that my motion ,�ould have 
been put on the ,1genda before this vote 
came up for consideration, but that has 
not been clone. I see ,111 kinds of things 
on this estimate that one might object to. 

I see that £500 is to be paid to young 
doctot·s who are to come to letLrn their 
jobs. vVhy not await the Committee's 
recommend,1tions? I observe that a simi
lar Committee was appointed in Trinidad 
and its recommendations filled nearly four 
sides of one of our local newspapers. I 
expect that the local Committee's reeom
Ulendations will be as teenchant as those. 
I suggest that Government should with
draw all the proposed appointments and 
await the recommendations of the Com
mittee. I do not think it is fail' to 
,\-1 embers to ask them to appl'ove of these 
appointments when we know that a Com
mittee is investigating the matter. In the 
County of Berbice we have five Sanit,wy 
Inspectors -

THE CHAIRlVIAN: Perhaps it would 
save time if the hon. M.ember would raise 
these questions on the respective items. 

M.r. SEAFOHD: Would it be possible 
for Government to take a lump sum for 
the whole Department until the Committee 
reports? Government may find it neces
sat·y to alter the whole estim1Lte. It is 
no use criticising when a Committee is 
sii;ting. 

Ttrn CHAIRMAN: It is quite possible 
th»t in the light of the Co1mnitte�'s report 
some variat.ion of the estimate will be 
necessary, and it will have to be done on 
supplementary estimate next ye»r. I think 
the hon. Member's suggestion a good one, 
if it meetH with approvt.l. 

Mr. CANNON: As long as Government 
is not going to t,tke any le.�s tlmn is asked 
for here, I am in agreement. My policy 
iH to ta.ke all we can get so long as it is 
for the benefit of the unfortun»te people 
who visit these institutions. I am in 
>tgl'eement with the �nggestion provirlR<l
the1·e is no reduction of the amount asked
for.

Mr. AUSTIN: As a member of the 
Committee I may say tlrnt at our ve1·y first 
meeting the Ch,Lir1mLn told us tlrnt. thel'e 
were several items which would be included 
in the Estimates for 1935, !Lnd one of them 
is the item to which the hon. :Member has 
referred, the »ppoinbnent of two Super
numerary Meclica,l Officers. This item 
would have been inserted whether a Com
mitte,e was sitting or not, and there are 
other items in connection with other 
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departments of the Hospital which would 
have been put on the Estimates in the 
ordinary way. ·what the Committee will 
have to consider is not in anv to disturb 
what is put on this estimate · but whether 
we could recommend increases or improve
ments in the various brnnches of the 
Medical Service. 

D1·. HENDERSON: Bsfore these esti
mates are furthe1· discussed I would like 
to say a few words in regard to what has 
already been said. I thi11k it will Le ,u.:ceptetl 
by the Council that it is the duty of the 
Head of a Department to examine his 
Department periodically and see what can 
be done by way of development and neces. 
sary re-organisation. Before preparing 
the estimates I had no idea th,it I would 
get the assistance of the hon. Member for 
Berbice River in proposing the appoint
ment of a Committee to consider and make 
recommendations for the re-organisation 
of the Department. 'l'herefore, 11fte1· being 
some seven months in the Colony, I set 
about to see whiLt best could be done in 
order to make progress with the t,imP. 

The Hon. Mr. Austin, I am glad to see, 
has referred to the findings of the Com
mittee in so fat· as they have alre:idy t:iken 
place, and I think he is of the opinion that 
the few new items which are proposed in 
these estimates should be considered here 
to-day. I would remind the Council that 
the Committee which examined the 
.Medical Department in Trinidad took no 

·less tha,n about 13 mon�hs to complete its
inquiry, and I think that in T1·i11idad
apparently all the people of that islanJ
have more time to do their duties than is
the case in this Colony. I should be very
surprised, sit·, if this Committee concludes
its findings before the last quttrter of 1935.
Should the patients in the Hospital await
the findings of the Committee before
urgent requirements for their case should
be seen to? I think not,.

To take one instance, that referred to 
by the hon . .Member for llerbice River, 
the appointment of two Supernumerary 
Medical Officers, I think every doctor 
knows that foe a very long time the num
ber of doctors at the Georgetown Hospital 
has been too few, and the small and inade
quate number is drawn upon to provide a 
relief officer for a Government Medical 
Officer who is ill or has to c;ome, say, from 

the North West District, to give evidence 
in Court, and for various other reasons. 
All that means that a constant intimation 
passes from my office to that of the Resi
dent Surgeon that an officer must be des
patched, perhaps next day or in two days. 
It comes to this that those 75 or 100 
patients, depending upon the number in 
_Hospital, have to bear the brunt of this 
shortage of staff A doctor is changed 
suddenly and there is difficulty in handing 
over the progress of the cases. I do not 
say that a change of doctor is not desirable 
sometimes, but that is usually at the 
request of the patient or the desire of the 
doctor himself. I do not think it is fair 
to thrust upon patients of the Hospital 
an unsatisfa,ctory and undesirable change. 

The hon. Member for Berbice River 
also referred to the increase in the staff 
of Nursing Sisters. He noticed that on 
the estimates it is proposed to have one 
additional Nursing Sister. When we 
come to that item I will have more to say. 
I think he has not noticed that it is also 
proposed to increase the number of Pro
bationer Nurses in the Hospital. The 
number of beds in the Hospital is increas
ing from year to year and I must press fo1, 
the proper number of doctors }Uld nui·ses. 

·with regard to the question of bugs,
that probably does take place from time 
to time, but we are doing our best to carry 
out infestation when required. I would 
press for the inclusion of those items which 
in my opinion, and I trust in the opinion 
of hon. M em bet's, are very essential. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : While I have no 
desire to keep back the' work of the 
Council I cannot agree to take the .Medical 
estimates en bloc. There are one or two 
items on which I have consistently spoken 
and urged that some change fo1· the 
improvement of the Medical Service should 
be made, and that is wilh respect to dis
pensers and dispensaries. I am fully 
aware that a Committee is sitting and 
that any representations that are made 
will be sent to the Committee. As a 
1m1tter of fact, at to--morrnw's session of 
the Council I propose to give notice of a 
number of questions in regard to dispen
sers. This is an estimate of many pages, 
and for that reason I do not think it 
should b� taken en bloc,
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Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not think we can 
agree to take these estimates en bl·c unless 
all the proposed increases are eliminated, 
and the estimate passed as it was in 1934 
until we receive the report of the Com
mittee. It is not fail- to say that all these 
things were found to be necessary before. 
There are so many things to be discussed 
that we cannot take the estimate en bloc. 
One hon. Member spoke of increases, why 
not decreases ? 

Mr. CANNON: The hon. Membel' 
1·efers to decreases. His own motion 
complained of the inefficiency of the Hos
pital. How can you decrease the estimates 
of an institution when you are crying out 
for inefficiency ? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: T say we cannot 
decrease the number· otnurses and inct'ease 
the watchmen. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : The Medical 
estimates comprise 10 pages. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will put the items 
separately. 

l\fr. SEA.FORD : When I suggested it 
I only referred to three pages. I never 
dreamt of including the Bacteriological 
Department. The Surgeon General said 
thel'e 11re too few doctors at the Hospital, 
I made the remark before that the Resi
dent Surgeon SJ?ends lu1lf his time count
ing linen a,nd looking after laundry which 
might be done by somebody else. I 
suggest, if thn.t must be done, tlrnt instead 
of getting another doctor we should take 
on another stew,,rd. It is infra clig to 
ask ti m.edical man to look after those 
things. 

Dr. HENDERSON: A point like that 
we can very well defet· for the opinion of 
the Committee. 

Mr. GONSALVES : .As a member of 
the Uommittee I do not quite under
stand what the position is. Perhaps the 
Colonial Secretary as Chairman might tell 
us. There are items on this estimate 
which are the subject matter of the Com
mittee's investigation and have not been 
discussed yet by the Committee. The 
remark has been made before the Com
mittee that these are ':lome of the things 
1·equired to be done, but I dCl not know 
that the Committee has formed any definite 

opinion as regards sevet·al of these items. 
Supposing we pass these items to day and 
the Committee makes contrarv recom
mendations with regard to cert�in items 
what is going to be the position? It 
seems to me that the investigation of 
the Committee with 1·egard to this Depart
ment would be useless if we are going to 
deal with matters here which have been 
refe1Ted to the Committee. [ may be 
inclined to vote against an item he1·e, for 
iustance item lk, been.use while I know 
thern is ,i feeling among the membe1·s of 
the Committee that the1·e should be some 
improvement, I do not kuow t.hat we have 
arrived at any definitP. opinion as regards 
any particular item. If these items are 
going to be considered to-day and dealt 
with I �hould ask to be relieved of my 
seat on the Committee. There are several 
items here which are impl'ovements to be 
considered by the Committee. 

'rnE CHAIRMAN : I would ask the 
hon, Member not to look at it in t,hat way 
beca.use this Commit1,ee cannot possibly 
report fo1· some considernble time, and we 
cannot hold over these estimates for next 
year until the Committee has report,ecl. 
The position is that when the Committee 
has l'eported certain recommendations will 
be cousidered by Government, iind that 
may mean variation of the estimates dur
ing 1935, or special provision being nmde, 
or special appropriation for alteration of 
the estimates fo1· l 9a6. These recommen
dations have been mn.dc by the Su1·geon
Ger,eral for the efficient carrying on of 
his Department, t1nd I hope they will find 
suppo1·t on the Committee. It would 
be too h1te to wait for the Committee';; 
report, and in the light of that report 
further considerntion of the whole position 
of the Department m11y be necessary next 
year. 

Mr. GONSAL YES : I hope that certain 
items will be accepted by the Committee, 
but I am thinking of items that will not 
be accepted. ·when the Committee's 
report comes in, if it convinces GovPrn
ment on those pat'ticular points it may 
mean that Government will have to put 
some people out of theit· appointments or 
find somewhere else for them to go. 

Dr. HENDERSON : The new appoint
ments are unlikely to come within the 
category referred to by the hon. :.vlember, 
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To take item lk. 1 tis noted that those 
,Lppointments will be on contract annually. 
By the time the Committee submits its 
findings to Government it will be very near 
the end of the year and there will be no 
harm done in t�king the officers on. 

Mr. CANNON: The report will have to 
go to the Secretary of State, and it will be 
two or three yea1·s before it is acted 
upon. 

D1·. HENDERSON: vVe want to refer 
to that report as our policy from year to 
year for the 1wxt 20 years. 

Item passed, 

Item lk-2 Supernumerary .MedimLl 
Officers, Public Hospital, Georgetown, at 
$1,200-$2,400. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I move the deletion 
of the item because, while I am not a 
doctor, if all I hear is correct I think the 
consensus of opinion is that an expert 
Physician is needed at the Hospital. The 
whole Colony is clamouring fo1· it, and if 
Government is going to appoint anybody 
it should engage an expert Physician. 
When it is a matter of medicine people 
have no confidence in the Hospital ; they 
go elsewhere. They want something mo1 e 
like what they get in stu·gery. It is almost 
a sin to have a man filling a post that he 
cannot possibly fill. If Government found 
it necessary to get an expert Surgeon, who 
has given all satisfaction, then I think it 
is time for Government to consider the 
advisability of getting an expert Physician. 
My view is that Government should not 
employ anybody until the Committee has 
reported. If the Committee re�pects the 
community at all it wiil suggest. the engage
ment of a.n expert Physician. 

Dr. SINGH: I did not mean to say any
thing on the :Yledic,11 Depa,rtment in view 
of the fact that private medical practi
tioners have met and propose to put their 
case before the Committee. I may say 
that in our proposal we have suggested 
the appointment of a physician who should 
be the Senior Physician at the Hospital 
with the qualification of M.R.C.P. (Ghts
gow), and the qualification of the present 
Surgeon-Specialist, if not a specialist in 
the medical depa1·tment as we have in the 
su1·gical department. vVe also recommend 
the appointment of sup&numera1·y officers. 

It is very ha1·d nowadays to get appoint
ments in hospitals in London on account 
of so many men being available, and our 
doctors coming out will find it difficult to 
obtain employment in the Government Ser
vice. At the same time Government would 
be offering those young doctors appoint
ments at the Hospital on the super
numerary basis so that they cquld have 
some local experience, :md afte1· a tempo
rary appointment for a year oi· two they 
could either join the Service or take up 
private practice. I suggest that the 
Medical Department's expenditure should 
be approved on the basis of that of 1934, 
and that all the new appointments should 
be held over until the Committee reports. 

Mr. AUSTIN: The members of the 
Committee were rather staggered when 
they realised how few were the doctors at 
the Hospital and the large number of 
patients, and I am rathe.1· surprised at the 
hon. Member for Georgetown South's 
criticisms because we were genernlly agreed 
tlutt we were very glad to henr that two 
supernurnera1·y otlice1·s were to be ·put on 
the Estimates before we made our report. 
It was considered very necessary and 
should be done at once. As regards the 
Senior Physician, tlrnt also was mentioned, 
and will come up later when we are formu . 
lating. 

Mr. GOKSALVES: I am afraid that 
the hon. Nominated Member misunder
stood my remarks. I was not criticising 
the necessity 01· advisability of the 
appointments, but only pointing out the 
position the :Members of the Council were 
in. It was pointed out tlrnt the staff of 
the Hospital was short and that a tempo
rary solution was the itppointment of 
supe1·numeraries. I 1Lm in agreement with 
what the hon. Member says as regard� 
increasing the staff, but he will recollect 
that the members of the Committee were 
to have discusserl those items befo1·e thev 
went to the Council. vVe h1we not had 
an opportunity to do so. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would like to !mow 
what type of doctor Government expects 
to get for £250 a year. It seems absurd 
to ask any man who has h1td to study and 
take five years to c1ualify, to give his ser
viee for £250 a year. It is entirely 
Wl'Ollg. 

Mr. DR AGUIAR: I ·have �istened with 
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a great deal of amusement, This is one of 
the items I have made a special note of. 
I am in agreement with the last speaker, 
I think it was the hon, Member for 
Demerarn-l!;ssequebo who said just now 
that it is proposed to appoint local men 
as supemumerary officers, Tt seems to 
me that one- might, reasonably expect, 
judging from those t·emarks, that that is 
all local men llltty hope to get. 

Dr, SINGH: I me,tnt to say that when 
the private llledical practitioners are put
ting t-heir case they will ask Government 
to appoint lol:al men provided they have 
the necessary qualifil:ations, Tu that l:ase 
,tll ,tppointments .should be offered to loc,Ll 
men. 

Mr. Di,: AGU f AR: I was going to say 
that perhaps this Council will be told that 
after those officers have served a number 
of years consideration will be given to 
them in the event of v,Lcancies a1·ising. 
I£ t,hat is so, there is something those 
officers could probrLbly look forward to, 
T do not know whether the right of private 
prnctice will be given to them. I can 
only assume that will be so because to 
expect a highly qualified man to come and 
,vork for £250 ,L year would be more tlrnn 
putting temptation in his way, I would 
like to know how those appointments ,Lre 
goiug to bli! made, whether consideration 
will be given them in future years, or tlie 
right of private practice. 

D1·. HENDERSON: In n•g,Lrd to the 
ob8ervatio11s that hon, Members have 
made concerning the appointmeut of a 
Physician, I desire to Stiy that just ,LS we 
have ,L specialist Surgeon so <lo we want ,1 

spel:ialist Physican. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: T think the hon. 
Member should confine himself to the two 
supernumeraries. 

Dr. HENDERSON: At the outset let 
me say tha:t it is not original on my be
half. It was so in the country in which I 
last served-J,tmaica-aud I notice in the 
report of the Committee in Trinidad 
that it is proposed that the s,1me proce
dure should be carried out there. The 
idea is that young doctors returning to 
their countl'ies have had no opportunity 
to prnctise their: profession in the manne1· 
which is not·mal, by acting as a House 
Physiciani Thern is no doubt tha,t com-

petition for those posts in G1·eat Britain 
i� very keen, and in few cases have doc
tors of this country had that opportunity. 
Therefore we w,111t to give them that 
opportunity when they return to the 
Colony young graduates of about 23 or 25 
years, or perhaps even less. In most coun
tries these appointments are either not 
made at all 01· the recipient gets about 
£40 or £50 a year. I got no pay at all 
for the six months 1 was a Resident 
Physici,in. In fact it cost me over £50 
tLt that time for the completion of my 
C'niversity training. It must be regarded 
in the light of wlmt is recognised as the 
first appointment of a young medical man. 

If I may refer to the Trinidad report, 
the salary proposed is £150 for one year, 
a,ncl if the medical officer is engaged for 
a second yeiLL' he gets a raise of £100. The 
Committee recommended tluLt in excep
tional cases an otlicm· might be allowed to 
remain 011 fot· a thil'd yea.r, in which case 
he will get another £100, making his 
sahLry £-150. It is proposed to sta,rt the 
otlil:er here with a ;;alary of £250, and the 
appointment will be fol' one yeM·, renewable 
at the eud of tlmt tillle for ,1 period of one 
or two ve<Lrs, It is intended that the 
appoiutu;ent shall be foil-time, and private 
prnctice will not be ,1llowed. The idea is 
that a young otlicer should spend his whole 
time iu Hospital learning ,Ls much iLs he 
ean from his senior otlicers. 

To my mind there can be no doubt 
about the usefulness of such a scheme 
because that youug doctor, at the end of 
his yeat· or two years, will very likely have 
to face one 01· two ,1lternatives. It may 
be, if he has done very well in that time 
and a vacancv exists in the Service that 
his good wor'\.. is brought to the notice of 
the Reside1tt Surgeon who in turn brings 
it to the notice of the Surgeon--General, 
who in tum brings .it to the not,ice of the 
Government, and although such an officer 
will ha,ve no 1·ight to l'ecei ve a permanent 
appointrneu t to the Service he wi-11 have a 
most favourable opportunity of getting 
that appointment even if it is the gift of 
the Secretary of State. He becomes known 
an<l his goo<l work is known, and he has a 
very good opportunity. I think I have 
mentioned that all these appointments are 
for our own doctors. There is no question 
of importation, If, on the other hand, 
them should be no vacancy at the time of 
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the expil'ation of the cont1·act that doctor 
will want to put up his plate and go into 
private practice. [ think mv friend ,tnd 
colleague will agree that at "the end of 
one or two years tlrnt · young doctor is 
very ruuch better qualified to set up his 
plate than he would have been otherwise. 
He would be known to have been in the 
Hospital, and that at the very outset will 
increase his number of patients.· I feel 
convinced that thi1, scheme is going to be 
>L good one, and I trust on the Council
approving of this item.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I underst,md that 
these youngsters when they arrive from 
England go to the Hospital to be un
derstudies to other doctors. If that is 
the c,tse there is all the more reason for 
the engitgement of an expert physician 
from whom these youngsters will learn 
something of their jobs while Government 
pays them $80 pe1· month. 

Dr. HENDERSON: Quite true. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1£ a,t the end of the 
period the supernumerary officer is not 
eng,Lgec.l he c,m go outside with some 
oxpe,.ieuce, but i,i Government going to 
get ,Lil the pupils before the teacher? Get 
tlw expert physici,tn first and then the 
undei·stndies. I look upon $80 per month 
,LS a misernbie pittance for a doctor, 
no matter wlmt kind of doctor he is. 
Afte1· all when our men go abroad and 
qualify they should find something to do 
in their own home. I ask Government to 
put on the Ei;timatc a sum for the appoint
mP.11t of ctn expert physician. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That will no doubt 
be done in the light of the recommenda
tion of the Committee. I had no know
lcc.lge until this afternoon that the 
Committee proposed to suggest the 
appoiumeut of a Physician Specialist. I 
mu very glad to heiu· it, but until we get 
the repoi·t of the Committee Government 
cµ,u do uothing. 

THE COLONfAL SECRETARY: To a 
point of explanation. The Committee 
lrns not made any recommencl.�tion yet. 
l t has only just got started, iwd the sit
ting of the Council has interfered with
its meetiug, a:s most of the members of
the Committee are .Members of the
Council. The hon. Member for George
town South has threatened to retire from

the Committee. Howeve1· we find the 
.Medical Service we will look into it and 
make recommendations to Government. 
We may either sugge1,t increases or 
deca·eases. We cannot hold up the 
estimates of the Department until the 
Committee reports, and I do not know 
when Govemment will get that report. I 
should not hesitate to vote that some of 
these items should be strnck out. The 
members of the Committee feel that they 
have an absolutely free hand. We may 
make recommendations which may not be 
acceptable to Government. vVe are not 
bound by anything that is down here 
to-day. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Has Government 
engaged those officers already? 

Dr. HENDERSON: No, sir. 

Item passed. 

Item 20-Alllowrmces to :Medical OJli
cet·s undergoing courses of study in Trnpi
cal :Medicine and Hygiene, $500. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Are we going to pass 
this amount? ,vhen this system wa:s 
introduced it was said that young men 
would be appointed only when they have

the Diplom,L of Public Health. For some 
reason ot· other, in order to engage some 
men who did not have it Government 
changed that pronounced policy. Now 
when Government has got them here it 
proposes to pay for them to get that 
qualification. Is that fail- to the tax
payers? I move that the item be deleted. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I support the 
amendment that the item be deleted. As far 
as I am aware medical officers were told 
defiuitely that unless they had that quali
fication they had no hope of entering the 
Service. I would like to know whether 
this provisiou is being made for officers in 
the Service, There must be something 
wrong somewhere. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The position is that 
this sum of money is put on the Estimate 
to assist people from this Colony who are 
medical students to take a course at the 
Tropical School. There are numbers of 
youug people who ,ire undertaking the 
course so as to be able to qualify them
selves for t,he standard of medical men 
required in this Colony. 
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Di·. HENDERSON: I would like to 
say in amplification of your remarks, sir, 
that there is no change of policy whatever. 
As a rule this course is usually taken 
before the graduate arrives in the Colony, 
but it may happen that it is the desire of 
Government to fill a vacancy at once, and 
that an officer miiy be required to come 
out straight away. He is supposed to 
take his course at the first opportunity 
and proceed to the London School. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: 'l'hat being the case, 
I will insist on this item being deleted. 
We should await- the emel'gency. 

Dr. HENDERSON : Tt is not an emer
gency, it is a normal appointment. 1 have 
at least three applications from Guianese 
doctors in England to be allowed to t,ike 
this course. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That is a monstrous 
statement: men asking to be assisted to 
qualify for a. post. Let them qu.ilify them
selves. After they have tH.keu the course 
Government may not 1·equire tl1em. I 
have a shrnwd suspicion that this is in
tended for young fellows abroad, uot 
Guianese at all, whow Government may 
want to employ, or somebody iibroad way 
direct should be employed. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I roust join with the 
hon. Member for Berbice River in asking 
that the item be deleted. I a·m not at all 
satisfied with the exphmation given. 1£ a 
man wants an appointment he should have 
himself fully equipped. ft is not a scholar
ship allowance. All technical officers 
would ask for the same thing. I think 
the idea was to assist Government otncers 
already in the Service to take this course 
while on leave. Wh,Lt umlertaking have 
we got that these men would not go to 
some other Colony when they are quali
fied? 

Dr. HENDERSON : It is obvious that 
I have uot made myself clear. At the out
set I should say that this $500 is expressly 
for officers who have been appointee\ to 
the Medical Service of the Colony. They 
should have a Diploma in Tropical Medi
cine a.nd Hygiene when they come out here 
to start their duties, :md uonnally the 
sum is expended ou · such au otlicer be
fore he takes up his a.ppoiutmeut in 
this Colony. But as I endeavoured to 
ex.plain, it may be that there is no 

time to take that cout·se befot·e tak
ing up duty in the Colony, and it is 
expected of that otlice1· wheu he come,; out 
here under those conditions, that he should 
qualify by taking his Diploma at the 
earliest opportunity when he is next in 
G1·eat Britain. 

1'HE CHAIRMAN: There at'e bonuses 
of £100 a year offered for Tropical quali
fications. U uder that we do get certain 
advantages of free tuition for out· medical 
students. 

Dr. HENDERSON: That is anothc1· 
matter. For example, D1·. Francis went 
Home to take a courne in Public Health. 
l think his fees were pa.id from the item
Your Excellency has just mentioned.

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not qltite 
underst,ind wh,it this $500 is for, then. 

Dr. HENDERSON: rt is for the pay
ment of fees of officers on first appoiut. 
mt'ut to the 3lcclic.Ll Service of the Colony 
in order tlmt they miLy tiLke the Diploma. 

.Mr. CANNON: i\fay I a,;k how much 
of the vote has been expended this ye,tr? 

Dr. HENDERSON: So far nothing 
has been spent at all. 

Mr. C.A�NON: That is what 
thought. 

Dr. HENDERSON : It can onlv be 
spent under two conditions, (a) when thern 
is a vacancy in the Service, (b) when an 
officer goes to England and has to take his 
course because he had not the opportunity 
to take it before. Th,Lt is why no money 
has been spent. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: One thing I know is 
that there are officers in the Colony, not 
in Government employ, who luwe those 
qualifications. What oE them? With all 
due deference to the Surgeon-General I 
think this is the time to get young men 
from iibroacl who are qualified. We should 
not engage people to come out here unless 
they have the D.T.M. They should qualify 
themselves. Whi1t is meant by item 17-

Fees for Approved Courses of Study 
(Medical Officers), ij;2.J.0-? 'rhis is for the 
same thing. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : Is the student 
pairl the money while he is undergoing the 
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cout·se fo1· tht·ee 01· four months, ot· when 
he has a◊tually obtained his Diploma? 

Dt·. HENDERSON: 'l'his money is 
paid by the Secretariat hem to the Crown 
Agents who pay the London School. 

Mt·. BH.ASSING'l'ON: That is not 1111 

answer to my question. The money is 
being paid into the worst people's hands. 
It is possible that they pay him before he 
sits the examination. 

.\Ir. DEAGUIAR: Do we pay the Crown 
Agents a commission for paying out this 
money? 

Dr. HENDERSON : I am very sorry 
that my answer has not satisfied the hon. 
Member, but I believe what I luwe said is 
conect, and what does take ph,ce is that 
the money is paid by this Government to 
the Cmwn Agents who in turn pay it oyer 
to the London School. ·when that is 
done the graduate goes along and take3 his 
course. 

Mr. CANNON: Tt 11ppe;,rs to me to be 
the first year this item appears. 

Dr. HENDERSON: Unless there is a 
vacancy here to whieh a grndnate is 
appointed there would be no medical man 
t:Lking this course unless he is bound to. 

Mr. CANNON: I appreei,1te thi,t the 
object of the vote is to provide for the 
ca,se st:1ted, but I want to know how much 
of the vote hiLR been expended. The reply 
given is tluit no po,·tion has been spent. 
We a,·e asked to voLc :j;500 for next \·ear. 
Is it contemplated tlmt itny portion "of it 
will be speut? 

Or. HENDERSON: It will very likely 
be spent. There is a vacancy 110w in the 
Serviee and we shall make an 11ppointment 
early next year. If the item is deleted 
this Council would not he doing fo1· the 
Colony's unde,·graduates what it ought to 
do. Every Colony provides this for its 
medical graduates. The Council would 
not be acting fairly to the sons of the 
Colony. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Is the Colo11y provid
incr men with their qualifications for the 
be�1efit of the Colony or for tbemselves? 
Must we pay them to be quali�ed and then 
pay them whe11 they cowe out? I m1.1st 

repeat that this item is for the appoint
ment of men from abroad. 

Item deleted. 

HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES. 

Item (12)-15 First Class Dispenset·s 
($480 to $7:W by $48) $10,082. 

Mr. BRASSI�GTON: At the present 
moment Fin;t Class Dispensers get a 
salary of $480 to $7 20 by $48. Your 
Excellency is ,tware that the late Surgeon
Genernl, D1·. Kelly, made stt-ong represen
tations in reg,trd to the hardships and 
inadequacy of pay of these Dispensers 
having regard to the very important work 
they are called upon to do. He recom
mended that their salaries be inc1·eased 
to $624 rising to $864 by $48, in 
other wo1·ds,' thitt they should be given 
salaries of $52 rising to $72 per month. 
His recommendation was an increase 
of $144 a year .. I think from inter
views I have had with him, the 
present Su1:geon-General is also very 
Rtrnngly in favour of increasing the salal'ies 
of these Fi,·st Class Dispense1·s. Owing 
to the reduct,ion of the Medical Se1·vice 
and the withdrawal of doeto1·s from certain 
district!';, great responsibility is placed on 
those men, and I certainly think Govern� 
ment ought to give heed to the recom
mend:itinn of the present Surgeon-General 
and the hite Sut·geon-General, backed by 
the :trgu1m·11t of Elected Members at t·e
peateJ session,; of the Council. They are 
about the worst paid m2n in the Set·vice. 
My idea is tlmt the suhl'ies of those men 
should go up to $960. 

Dr. SfNGH: Dueler tl1e old ,ieale dis
pensers eujoyed a certain amount of secu
rity where peusion right,; were eoncerneJ. 
When the new scale of classification came 
into foree rep1·esentation was made to the 
Surgeou.Gcnernl, �tnd it was hinted in this 
Council that dispensers would also be con
sidereJ. I would like to know what is 
Government's intention with regard to 
dispensers' status in the Se1·vice, thefr 
peusion rights and their emoluments. I 
also understood that the salaries of the 
two grndes of dispensers would have been 
increased. These men before taking thei1• 
cou,·se at the Public Hospital or in estate 
hospitals have to present a Cambl'idge 
Ce1·tificate. 'l'hey serve for about three 
years, and ,ifter they pass their examina
tion they receive the same re!lluneration 
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as a probationer in the Civil Service who 
starts with a sala1·y. These dispensers 
serve a ve1·y useful purpose. They are 
appointed to dist1·icts of the Colony and 
play a very important part in attending to 
emergency cases. They are an asset to 
the Medical Service, and should be con
sidered among the list of Civil Servants 
and given pension rights and increa�ed 
remuneration. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I would like to join 
in the appeal made on behalf of those 
dispensers who are very poorly paid. Theil' 
status should be increased. Class l II 
clerks go up to $1,200. Dispensers are 
required to have certain tniining and 
qualification and should be given a fair 
remuneration. Government should give 
them some relief and so cai-1·y o�t the 
promise made by the late Surgeon-General. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Government must 
realise that those men are under a double 
disadvantage. They were given a definite 
promise that their remuneration would be 
increased, and those who were appointed 
some time ago were given the assurance 
that eventually they would be eligible for 
pension. They have not been given that 
increase, mid by reason of the new Pen�ions 
.Ordinance they are left in the cold. I am 
not pleading for an increase of their 
salaries but that Government should say 
something about the security of tenuee of 
the men, the assurance that something 
would be done for them in the way of 
.pension rigltts. I agree with what Your 
Excellency has saitl that we ,Ll ways com
plain that the Pension List is so high, but 
we cannot allow people outside the Colony 
to drnw large pensions while those who Me 
here get none. 

THE CHAIRMAN : We 1-1,re dealing 
with First Class DispensP.rs who are on 
the Fixed Establishment. 

:Mr. ELEAZAR: Government might 
see il,s way to give them a small increase 
even in these strenuuus times. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Last ye,Lr i think 
the field allowance and other allowanees 
to these dispensers were iucreassd. 'l'heir 
position was improved, but I am not quite 
sure how. I quite a.ppreci,Lte what has 
been said about the usefulness of these 
dispensers, and I have DO d�ubt it may be 
.possible to put them on a higher scale. I 

think their position has been improved by 
the increase of the field allowance which 
comes under a separate item. I think 
something was done in th,1t dit·ection eithe,· 
last year or the year before. 

Dr. HENDKRSON: That is briefly the 
position. I remembet' very well that when 
this item OD the Estimates was under 
consideration last yeM the hon. Member 
for -western Essequebo raised the point 
and was supported by the hon. Member 
for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Seeram) and 
others, and I was instructed to go into 
the whole question of the re-grading of 
these dispenset·s, which I have done 
carefully. There is no doubt that dis
pensers in this Colony are not properly 
grnded, both as regat'Cls comparison with 
other ofticers in the Medical Service and 
the whole Service, and with other dispen
sers in neighbouring Colonies of the 
British Empire. I set out the whole 
position, referring in brief to the history. 
Bl'iefly I have recommended re-grading 
along these lines : That First Class Dis
pensers should.be raised from the present 
figure of $,mo to $720 by $60 to $960. I 
go on to say that in course of time I hope 
to be able to recommend a further increase 
of this scale. As rega.rd;; the Second Cla,;;; 
Dispemers I recommended tlmt thei t· 
scale, instead of being $360 to $480, 
should be ,t long scale beginning at ij\360 
and going up to $720 pet· annum. I pro
posed tha,t the firnt stage of the scale 
should be $360 to lji,1,80 by $24, and Umt 
the next increment should be by $36 to 
$600, and the lowest part of the grarle 
should be by increments of $48 to $720. 

I also took up the question of the 
replacement of the Second Class Di�
pensers on the Fixed Establishment, and 
suggested that in keeping with what took 
place in the Clerical Senice, when, thev 
reach the stage of $600 they should b·e 
placed on the Fixed Establi8hment. As 
regards allowances and other emoluments 
I think those :1re matters for considera
tion by the Committee, and I feel sure that 
the Committee will consider sympatheti
cally the position of those dispens�rs. J£ 
I can look ahead and judge the approxi
mate time this will come beforn the Com
mittee l think it wou1 rl be about Februa.ry 
next year, and I propose, when the Com
mittee has studied the question of re
gradirJg the dispensers, tha.t that part of its 
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report should be forwarded ,Lt once to. 
Government. 

�fr. ELEAZAR: I like the Sut·geon
General, but I think he h,Ls spoiled our 
case. We do not want these bars. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think we 8hould 
accept the Surgeon-General's suggestion 
that the matter be left to the Committee. 

Item passed. 

Item �3-16 Second Class Dispensers 
($360 to $480 by $24), $7,385. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON: 'l'hese Second 
Class Dispensers are even worse treated 
than the Frst Class Dispensers. They get 
$30 per month rising to $40. Those men 
can get no further until some of the First 
Class DispenPers die ot· retire, or some
thing _happens to them. On sugar estates 
dispensers get as much as $70, and 011 one 
estate ns much as $80 per month, and to 
expect these men to rise from $30 per 
month after years is to drive any initiative 
or ability they possess clean out of their 
minds. I am going to table some ques
tions which I would ask Government to 

send on to the Committee in addition to 
Government answering them. I suggest 
that these Second Class Dispensers should 
receive the same salaries as the First 
Class Dispensers now receive, starting at 
$40 and reaching a maximum of $60 per 
month. The Surgeon-Genernl has pro
posed that the First Class should get $60 
to $80 per month, and the Second Class 
Dispensers $40 to $60. We have heard 
of the very able service of many officials, 
but these poor dispensers still labour 
under a great disadvantage, and I would 
ask Government to look into their case. 
Your Excellency said you thought some 
improvement had been made in their 
position. It was not in salary. Of 
course any trnvelling allowance would not 
help them very much. I do not think 
there has been anything approaching even 
a small increase in their remuneration. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do w,t think we can 
finish this vote.this afternoon, and as it is 
only a few minutes before half past four I 
ask Your Excellency to adjoum until to
morrow. 

The Committee adjourned until the 
following day at 11 o'clock. 




