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LEGISLA
r
rIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 20th Jl1ay, 1986. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn
ment, His Excellencv the Governor, Srn 
GitOFFRY A. S. NoRTHcorn, K.C.M.G., 
Presi<lent, in the Clu1ir. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

(Mr. E. J. Waddington, C.M.G., 0.B.E.) 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, (Mr. 
Rector Josephs, K.C ). 

The Hon. F. Diits, O.B.K (Nomirrnte<l 
Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, C.B.E., 
Directo1· of Education. 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. �- A. Luckhoo (Eas·tem 
Berbice). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. lVIcDavicl, M. B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (No.minated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

'l'he Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comp
troller of Customs. 

Major the Hon. J C. Urnig, D.S.0., 
Director of Public Works. 

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, Surgeon
General. 

The Hon. S. E. Gomes, Assistant 
Attorney-General. 

The Hon. A. MacDougall, General 
Manager, Transport and Harbours Depart
ment. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
( Georgetown Central}. 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiitr (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadu1· Singh IDem
eran1-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. 
Berbiee). 

Peer Bacchus (Western 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nomirrn,ted 
Uno�cial Member). 

Thn Hon. H. C. Humphrys (Eastern 
Demer·ara). 

The Hon. A. R. Crum Ewing (Essequeho 
Rive1·J. 

The Hon. C. R. .Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. A. G. King (Defaerara River). 

The Hon. S. H. Seymour (,�·estern 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (N ominate<l 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun-

cil held on the 19th May, as printed and 
circulated, were confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID. 
The following documents were laid on 

the table:-
Preliminary Report by Mr. Gerald 0. Case,

F.S.E., on the Sea Defences between Beterver
wsgting sod Friendship, East Coast, Demerara, 
witn minnte by Major the Hon. J.C. Craig,
D.'8.U., M. lnst. C.E., Director of Public Works, 
and Chairman !:ea Defence Boar<i. 

l<eport of the District Commissioner on the 
work of the West Demernra District for the 
year 1935. 

Report of the Government Analyst for the
year I 935. ( The Colonial Secretary).

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

MAHAICA-SUPPLY CREDIT BANK. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
Waddingtou): Sir, I ask that the motion 
standing in the name of Professor Dash be 
taken now as the question with which it 
deals is included in the Suprlementary 
Estimate. 
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Mr. JACOB: Your Excellencv, I think 
it is customary to afford Members of the 
Council an opportunity of making a, few 
remarks on ,your Address. If you have 
110 objection, �ir, I cnwe your indulgence 
to do so. 

THE PRESIDENT: I will give the hon. 
Member an opportunity on anothe1· day 
during the session. I prefer to proceed 
with the Order of the D,�y at the moment. 

Professor DASH (Directot· of Agt·icul
ture) : Pursurmt to notice I beg to 
move:-

THAT with reference to Message No 11 of the 
3rd of March, 1936, this Council approves the 
write-off of the sum of $1,178.60, being the 
amount of loan capital outstanding in respect of 
loans made to the Mahaica-Supply Co-operative 
Credit Bank. 

The reason for this motion is clearly set 
out in the Message, and I do not think 
there is any need for me to go ove1· the 
ground which is covered there. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

SuPPLE�lENTARY ExPENDI'rURlL 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 

to move:-
THAT this Uouncil approves the expenditure 

in excess of the provision already made for 
the year 1935, as set lorth in the statement 
of supplementary expenditure for the year 
1935; additional to that included in the_ sch!!
dules of additional provision for the year 1935, 
,already passed by the Legislative Council. 

After making one or two short remarks 
I propose to move that the Council 
resolves itself into Committee to consider 
the statement. The total excess which 
the Council is asked to approve amounts 
to $24,905 exclusive of Colonial Develop
ment Fund schemes, and of this total 
neady half is represented by a refund to 
the Savings Bank of the surplus on opern
tions. I think Members will be interested 
to Jrnow, sir, that this schedule is very 
much smaller, both in respect of its total 
and of the number of items, than that 
which was presented to the Council last 
year. In the majority of cases the 
excesses have been met from savings under 
the same head, and the total expenditu1·e 
fo1· the year, including the amount in thiti 

schedule and all othe1· prnv1s10n that was 
m,ide during the year, was less than the 
original budget provision fo1· the year. I 
now move that the Council resolve itself 
into Committee of the whole Council to 
consider the details of the c;upplementary 
schedule. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and ng1·eed to. 

AUDIT DEPAx1·M1rnr. 
Mr. DF: AllU[AR: Wit,h you1· pet· 

mission, sir, I wuuld like to associate 
myself with the rem,u·ks whid1 you ma.de 
yestenh_y ,is rngnrrls the loss the Colony 
h,is sustai11eri through the t-mnsfer of the 
Auditor 10 Jarnaiea on promotion a11d the 
retirement of the Attorney-General and 
the Director of Public 'vVorks. I can hear 
testimony · to the valuable servicf's Mr. 
vVorlledge has rendered the Colony. 
There can be no doubt that he was a, very 
hardworking and industrious office,·. 
Turning now to my good friend the learned 
Attorney-Genernl,,. who I understand is 
returning to his isltmcl home, wo1·ds fail 
me to express appreciation of the services 
he has rendered.to· me and other juuior 
Members of this Council. I hope he will Jive 
long to enjoy his retirement. As regards 
the forced retirement of the Director of 
Public \.Yorks, the circumstances are so 
tragic that. it is pai11fu 1 to me evPn to 
make reference to it. We shall all be ,·e1·y 
sorry i11deed to lose the servicf�S of Ma.jor 
Craig, both inside and outside thii:; House. 
I have been ,issociated with him 011 several. 
Committees ,Lnd Bo,wds, ,tnd I piLrtieulal'ly 
wish to m,tke reference to the snvices he 
has rendered to the Se,i Defence Board. It 
is a matte1· fo1· regret that his period of 
service in this Colony fall� short of 10 
years by a few months, and I desire to 
express t-he hope that his v?,!uable services 
will be taken into consideration. I am 
fully aware of the circumstance_s in relation 
to his ,tppointmeut, hut I have every 
reason to believe that had he served the 
full 10 vears consideration would hiwe 
been given to those services. I 'feel sure 
that in making this request I will be 
joined by other Members of the Council. 
It would be' a just and fitting tribut,e to the 
officer 9,nd I commend my request to the 
favourable consideration of Government 
and the, Council. •. 1t only remains for me 
to add the hope that this officer will live 
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lohg enough to enjoy his well deserved 
retirement. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I shall bear in 
mind what the hon. Member has said when 
the time arrives. 

HOSPI1'ALS AND DISPENSAHIES. 
Mr. DE AGUIAR: We are asked to 

vote $688.33 for freight and the explana
tory note says " It is difficult to estimate 
for this item correctly; the excess is more 
than covered by a saving of $1,664.82 on 
the vote for Drugs and Medical Appli
ances." vVe have iilready voted $5,040 
for freight and I have a suspicion that 
this $688 is not only for freight. What 
is the value of drugs imported through the 
Crown Agents for this year? 

Dr. HENDERSON (Surgeo11-Geueral): 
This sub-head includes not only ocean 
freight but iulancl freight tl1 rough out the 
Colonv in couueL:tion with tht:: Medical 
Depar"tment. One difficulty in estimating 
accurately the freight ou commodities 
ordered from overseas is the fact that con
signments have to be delivered in various 
parts of the Colony, and that means that 
several packages have to be made up in 
order to effect transporta,tion. This 
question lms been goue into by the Depart
ment to see whether it would not be 
advantageous to elimi1mte this difficulty 
of calculation on certain articles, but the 
conclusion arrived at is that iu order to 
do so it will require a store larger than 
we have at present, and also additional 
staff which would largely be of the nature 
of casual labour. There is no doubt that 
the savings will be more than what is 
recot·ded. Those saviugs ouly refer to 
drugs and medical appliances, 1Lnd there 
are .other savings to the extent of nearly 
$1,000 in regard to clothing and bedding. 
It is impossible to ca,lculate freight more 
accumtely than we have done. "\,Ve went 
very c,Lrefully into the question at 
the time it was raised bv the hon. 
Member early last year, a'od we then 
came to the conclusion that the 
provision of 12½ per cent. and other addi
tions were all that could be clone in au 
,Lpproxi mate calculation. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I have not received 
a reply to my specific question: whiit is 
the value of the drugs on ·which we paid 
,this amount of freight? I made it perfectly 

clear that I had a strong suspicion that 
this item did not relate to freight alone. 
On that my fear has been removed, but it 
would be well for this Department to keep 
two accounts, one of ocean freight and the 
other of local freight. I ask Your Excel
lency to go into this matter because some 
people feel that preference is being given 
to the Crown Agents to the detriment of 
local dealers without the knowledge of 
Government. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I gather from the 
reply of the Surgeon-General ·that even if 
the prices of the Crown Agents are some
what lower, the cost of distribution is 
greater than if the stores were bought 
locally. I think the time has come when 

· Government should appoint ii committ,ee
to go carefully into the question of buying
through the Crown Agents. I am sure it
will be found tha,t a considernble saving
can be effected. I lrnow of one instance
where tlie Crown Agent8 drew commi�siou
that they were not entitled to.

Tm; . COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
thought I had disposed of the question of 
purchase8 throurrh the Crown Ao-euts at 
the last meeti1;g of the Council when I 
gave figures in regard to certain questions. 
Those figures were accepted and Members 
admitted, tacitly at any rate, that the 
decision of Government was entirely 
correct in that respect. I referred to two 
items in particular, where I showed that 
the cost to the Crown Agents in one c,ise 
was 32 pet· cent. and in the other 3 7 per 
cent. less. I also referred to the question of 
drugs and informed the Couu,;il that we had 
done out· utmost to place orders for drng8 
locally. I stated then that in ordel' to 
achieve as much as possible in that direc
tion we had gone thrnugh every item in 
the list that the Medical Department 
required for the year ,mJ had rmuJe a 
sep,trate list of those items which could 
be economically purchased locally fLlld that 
orders had been placed locally for these. 
I gave full figures and the reason for the 
action GovenJ1nent had taken in the mat
ter, and I had hoped that they were 
accepted hy the C:uu1H;il. They were not 
questioned iu any wiLy. Iu regard to 
freight, in next year's Estimate it is pro
posed to put forward for consideration ,L 
slight alteration in the method of placing 
those items in the estimate, and to include 
freight in the c'ost cif the at't'icler; thein 
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selves so that for each item Members 
will know exactly what the cost is 
going to be. I think Members will find 
that that is an improvement. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I should like to 
add that I conside1· myself it would be 
proper to define the cost of distribution 
within the country in a separnte sub-head. 

Pos-r OFFICE. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to mention 
at this �tage something that affects travel
ling allowances generally. A circular was 
issued la.st year advising Heads of Depart
ments thiit bicycle allowances would be 
reduced from $24 to $12. That circular 
was withdrawn and another substituted 
H1is year making the allowance $18. The 
people who 11,re asked to suffer the reduc
tion are those who receive very small 
salaries, and they feel it is a distinct hard
ship that they should be asked to forego 
$6 pe1· annum when compa,red with officers 
of 1L higher grade who use motor cars. I 
1Lm informed that some reduction has been 
ll.lade in re.�pect of allowances for motor 
cMs but tlrn.t when the matter was brought 
to the notice of Government there was a 
refund of licences and insurance premiums. 
The saving of a few hundred dollars will 
not affect the expenditu1·e. Nor is it fail' 
tlmt junior officers should be made to 
suffer, and fur thi� reason aloue I think 
there :;hould be no reductiou of these 
allowances. 

Mr. D1tAGUJAR: I lmve ,;ome recol 
lection that when the prnposal to reduce 
l,icycle 1Lllowam:es was mooted Govern-
1ue11t saw the wisdom of the objection to 
it, a1:d I understood that the circular was 
to be withdmwn. I know of 110 just 
reason why so shortly aftet· another 
attempt should be made to reduce these 
,;111,Lll 1Lllowances. If what w,is s,Lid on the 
last occasion on belmlf of these junior 
officers was good enough the same position 
exists to-day. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: I do not think the 
condition of the roads today justifies any 
reduction of bicycle allowances. I refer 
especially to men employed in the Post 
Oltice. They lmve to go about their 
duties in all kinds of weather, and if they 
get into one of the many ruts in the roads 
it might smash up the whole machine. 
A very small salary is paid to these men 

and I ask Government to let them have 
the $2 per month. 

lVIr. DIAS: There must be some mis
conception of what is the trne position of 
this matter. I do not know from what 
angle the Members who have spoken look 
at it. If they a1·e advocating an increase 
of the salaries paid to these ollicers there 
might be some merit in that ; but if they 
are contending that $18 a year is an 
insufficient allowance for the upkeep of a 
bicycle I challenge them to put up a state
ment showing the expenditure. There is 
no Member around this t1Lble who can go 
into calculations and prove that it cost as 
much as :i;18 to maintain a bicycle. I 
submit that thet·e is justification for 
reducing the allowance. If, on the other 
h1111d, it is suggested to give the otlicers 
the extra $6 to supplement what they are 
paid as salaries, that is going about the 
matter in the wrnng way. I know that it 
does not cost the firw of one Member who 
has spoken $.t 8 to maintain a bicycle, and 
I am surprised ti,at his firm does not give 
an allowitn<:f' of $24. It has been estab
lished that $18 is too much, but $18 has 
been given. If the salaries of the officers 
are not considered enough approach 
Government and �ay they deserve more, 
but to say �hat they should be paid mo1·e 
by means of an increased allowance for 
maintenance of ii bicycle is not dealing 
with the matter from a business point of 
view. 

Mr. Di:: AGUIAR: I appreciate the 
logic of my lion. friend, but he might have 
given us an analogy of motor cars. I do 
not think that anyone can deny that $18 
is a reasonable sum, but that does not 
destroy the point that officers in a better 
position an! allowed to use moto1· cars, 
and we have no compa1·ison of how these 
allowances compare with the depre_cia.tion 
of motor citrs. 

:\I 1·. J.ACO El: I should like to add that 
this is a most inopportune time to reduce 
these allowances. ff Government propose 
to reduce them at the annual session we 
might then miike the alternative sugges
tion that Halaries should be increased. 
N othiug can be done until the end of the 
year. 

�h. McDA YID (Colonial Treasure1·): I 
was a member of the Committee that went 
°l!ery carefully into the allowances, not only 
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for bicydes but fo1· motor ca1·s. .b:very 
item wa.s worked out accurately, including 
depreciation, and we arrived at the con
clusion that an allowance of $1.50 per 
month fot· a bicycle wa.s quite reasonable. 
vVith regi1rd to motor cars we arrived at 
special rates which are embodied in the 
regulations now in force. Subsequently it 
was found that it would be better, in 
reganl to the licence and insurance, if the 
allowance were reduced a.nd the a.ctual 
a.mount of the licence refunded to the
officer. As a matter of fact the full
amount of the insurance premium is not
refunded, because part of it is taken as
the proportionate cost that should be
borne by the officer himself in respect of
private travelling, but the fixed allowance
was t·educed in consequence of that modi
fieation and I can assure the hon. Member
for Centrnl Demerarn that no otlice1· now
in reeeipt of a motor car allowance iA
making anything out of it.

Trrn CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member 
for North Western District has asked for 
1Ln opportunity to reply to my Address. 
If what, he wishes to say turns on the 
financial situation or on the expenditure 
or 1·evenue last yea1· this will be an oppor
tunitv for him to do so. If he wishes to 
defe/ his 1·ema1·lrn he may do so. 

l\fr. JACOB: I should like to defer 
them and m,bke one thing of it, 8ir. 

The Couneil 1·esumed. 

Motion put, a.nd agreed to. 

::iUPPLEMEN'.l'ARY ESTIMA'l'E. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move:-

THAT this Cuuucil approves additional provis
ion being made to meet expenditure in exce•� 
ol the provision already made for the year 1936, 
as set forth in the schedule of additional pro
vision required to meet expenditure in excess of 
the Estimate for year 1\136, for the period 1st 

: January to 31st March, 1936, 

It is inevitable that a supplementa1·y 
estimate should be pla.ced before Council 
at a.b,.rnt this time of the year to cover 
necessary expenditure which could not 
have been forseen at the time that the 
annual estimates were passed. Every 
endea.vour has been made to keep the 
figures as low as possible and I trust that 

Membe1·s will 'find the explanations of 
additional requirements to be adequate in 
every case. 'l'he total amount required, 
exclusive of Colonial Development Fund 
schemes, is $10,i,338, but of this amount 
$:rn, 771 is a revote for the new steamer 
and $46,281 is in respect of the new loan, 
leaving an amount of $22,286 for other 
services. 

J d9 not propose at this stage to give 
a.uy further explanations, except in regard 
to one item which is in the nature of a 
new service. I refer to the provision of a. 
vV a.rden at the Leprosy Hospital and 
buildings for the Warden and an Assistant 
Medical Officer. The appointment of 
,;v,Lrden wa.s strongly recommended in Dr. 
Cochrnne's report. It has been apparent 
for some considerable time that it is very 
desirable that the Medical Superintendent 
�hould be 1·elieved of manv of his routine 
duties of management i� order that he 
might devote more time to his professional 
duties, and it is proposed to appoint a lay 
Warden at a salary of $1,240 rising by 
increments of $72 to $1,488. A com
plementary item is that under Public 
Works Extrao1·dina1·y where $6,200 is 
provided for two small houses, one for the 
Warden a.nd the other for a.n Assistant 
:)!Jedical Ollicer. The Medical Offieer will 
not be permanently posted at the Lepl'Osy 
Hospital, but will be posted there from 
time to time as the Surgeon-General finds 
it possible to do so from his existing 
sta,ff. 

Mr. DIA 9 seconded. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
ruittee to consider the sc·hedule in detail. 

AGRICUL'l'UR!s. 

.i\fr. PEER BACCHUS : I am opposing 
the item $200 to provide for the cost of 
publication of an agt·icultural magazine for 
ci1·cuhLtion among the small farming com
munitv. I do not think such a publication 
will serve a.ny useful purpose to the ordin
M'Y farmer, who would be better se1·ved by 
demonstration plots. 

Professor DASH: For some conside1·
able tirue it has been felt by Government, 
and I think by a number of people in the 
community who are interested in agricul
tural matters, that the " Agricultural 
Journal," while a very admirable publica-
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tion, does not rnach the ra,nk and file of 
many of our farming communities. It is 
therefore sought to extend that service, 
in which Government has the fullest sup
port of the Board of Agriculture, to 
include a simpler type of 1:mblieation which 
will not only be distributed at a VP.ry 
nominal cost within the reach of evet·y 
member of the <.:ommunity, but will also 
be of service in the schools where provi
sion is now being made to give a more 
definite agrieultural bias to the instruction. 
I need not elabor>tte 01.1 that point. I 
think hon. Members >tre aware that we hiLVe 
a course of instruction now for te,ichers 
along agriculturnl lines, so, broa,dly speak
ing, this effort will in tL way eo-ordinate 
and bring these a,ctivities t,ogether. Sueh 
,L little jourrrn,l of a, very popular type will 
be of extremely valuable service in keeping 
farmers general! y mo re adeq U>Ltely in
formed. [ appreeiate tlte point ot the 
hou. Member about demonst1 atiou plots, 
but, ,Ls iL matter of fad, if we are to go 
much further with the scheme it wil I eost 
a U1u1,;h larger sum than $200. This surnll 
amount is very well worth spending for the 
object we have in view. Thnre is ,t small 
revenue anticipated but I am not bringing 
fonvard that point. 

Mr- JACOB: r e>1.11 see no uReful pu1·
pose to be served by p,tssing this vote. I 
would like to ask whether the Direetor of 
Agriculture is reiLlly set·ious and sincere in 
thinking that $200 will add one l�Ol'e 

gallon of rice or anything at all to the 
agricultural products now produced. 
Literature won't d(j that. The Diredor 
tells us that the Board of Agriculture 
approves of this expenditure, but spending 
money on literature <tud things of that 
kind is not going to help us at ,LIL I 
intend to m<Lke some observations bter 011, 
but I do ,1sk the Direetor of Agri1,;ulture 
to be serious and sincere in his st,itemeuts 
here. 

THE C l::fAIRMAN : The hon. a'lembet· 
may not intentionally impugn the sincerity 
of the Director of Agriculture; but [ do 
uot think he inlended to do w. I should 
like to <t<l<l to wlmt has been said that a 
publication of thi� kind is, I believe, 
strongly supported by the agri1,;ultural 
community in J&maica, mid or my own 
knowledge in the Gold Coast it is widely 
read by the community. It eonsists of 
contributions written in elementary style, 

but it serves ,L useful purpose to the 
agricultura,1 community. 

DIS'L'IUCT ADMINIS'l'RA'l'ION_ 

l\fr. vV ALCOTT : I underst,Lnd from 
the District Commissioner for East Cod.st, 
Demerara, that he is unable to carry out 
the Copra Products Ordinance because he 
has not got the staff, and I was hoping 
that Government would make some pro
vision for the emplovment of a constable 
to cinable the Commissioner to do so. 
Provision is being made for an addi
tional constable in the Rupununi, where 
one might perhaps be not so neces
sarv. It is ridiculous that Govern
me�t should be losing revenue as it 
is doing, 11,nd the point is being reached 
where I alll afraid that we are going to 
have it guocJ deal of tl'ouhle if some 11oti1,;e 
is not taken of the people who are making 
oil. [ know tlmt some ,Lttention lm,; been 
give11 tu the matter, but it is not 8Uli-i<.:ient. 
Pel!ple ,tre making oil whi1,;lt is not of the 
st,L11J,tnl uE pul'ity required, and they ,t1·e 
;;elli11g it ,u1d not paying any exei�e duty. 
ft i;; bad enough to think of the health of 
the people being jeop,mli;;ed by this 
impurn oil, but r ,Lm more 1,;0111,;ta·nerl with 
the fad tlmt Government is losiug a large 
u.mouut of revenue througlt uot e11Eor1,;i11g
the Order in Council. [ think Govern
ment 8hould t,Lke deliuit,� step� iu the
matter.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: As far as I know 
severnl people lmve been prosecuted for 
makiug crncle coconut oil. I 11rnke ,t 1,;om
plaiu t of the method employed iu t,tking 
sa1J1ples from the manufat.:turers. These 
people hring their 1,;rude oil into the 1,;ity in 
drums oE about iO g<tllons. 111 these drums 
}1re ·two bungs, 011e htrge and tl1e .other 
small, ,L11d in t,Lking samples through tl:c 
IMg•· hu11_� fully a g,Lllc11 of the oil escapes. 
I ask that i11strnctio11s be issued th,Lt 
greatP.r c,Lre should be exercised in taking 
samples. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I can 
tell the hon. lVIembet· fu1· Centr�l Demernrn • 
that there lrn� not been ,L siugle eoruplaiut 
in respect of the matter to which he has 
referred ; if there had been the matter 
would lmv1� bt•-en in v,�stigated. Tlti:� is the 
first u1,;t.:,Lsiu1.1, �o far ,Ls I ,tm awatt>, that 
ther� Im� bee11 ,tn_v 1,;cJ10pht;nt \\"ith respect 
to tlie w,Ly �amples itre t,,1ke11. If any 
impr»verl methods .of sa1.11pliug can be su-g-
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gested, the officers concerned will certainly Mr. SEYMOUR: I propose doing so, 
do their best to follow them. sir . 

With regard to the remarks of the hon. 
Nominated Member, he is aware, I know, 
that the matter has been receiving very 
close consideration of all the officers con. 
cerned with the control under the Copra 
Products Ordinanee. I myself not very 
long ago had a meeting with several persons 
who are interested in, and have a know
ledge of the , trade from various points of 
view, the District Commissioners and 
others, and I did hear the comphLint at that 
time that revenue was being lost. I tried 
to get from the people who made that 
statement something specific on whieh I 
could fatke action, but I could get nothi11g 
at all beyond the a�sertion that revenuP 
·wa� being lost.

VI! e . realise that there is an oppor · 
tunity for revenue to be lost in dealing 
with an Ordinance such as this, as there 
are certain· difficulties, but we are tak
ing such precaution;:1,ry steps as are 
possible. If anyone has any sugges
tion to make in regard to the matter I 
would be only too happy to have it myself 
and to gi'l'.e it consideration. The revenue 
has increased considerably in the last two 
or t,lHee months in respect of licence fees 
-I do not know if it were in regard to
that that ,the hon. Member refers-and so
far as I can see the methods that are being
,Ldopted ,are such as will cause the Ord i
mtnce to be carried into effect and prevent
leaka,ge of reve11ue.

Mr. SEYMOUR: At a later st,Lge of 
the session-when I am not quite sure-I 
propose to bring before Government the 
Ordi1rnnce obvaining in Trinidad. Jt is a 
very simple Ordinance and without ,tll the 
elaboration we ha.ve heTe. Why we don't 
follow that Ordinance surprise� me. 'Ne 
have an Ordinance which is not servin,g 
the purpose. 

Tmr. CHAIRMAN : I think this sub
ject will have to be speci,Llly ventilated in 
view of the fact that we aee de,tliug 
with the constable for Rupuouni. I 
will just add, in reply to the hon. Member 
for \.Vestern Essequebo, that it would be 
in his competence to move a motion that 
Government should consider the adoption 
of the Trinidad Ordinance or something 
of that kind. 

MEDICAL. 

Mr. JACOB: I should like to enquire 
when is it possible that the report of the 
Medical Re-organisation Committee will 
be placed, before the Council. 

Major BAIN GRAY (Director of 
Education) : One part of the report is in 
proof and is being aetually revised. 

POST 0FHCE. 

Trrn COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 
to move the insertion of a new item, viz., 
,; 3. PurchtLSe and redemption of Home 
Sa.fes, $70." There is a sum of $690 in 
the Estimate for t,his purpose and this 
additional $70 is required. It was dealt 
with previously by way of an advance 
account. The valur> of the safes exceeded 
the $690 by this amount, but it will be 
met by revenue in due course. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

PUBLIC DEn·r. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: These annual charges 
($30,230 and $16,051) are in respect of 
the new loan rnised on the 1st January, 
1936, and will complete the operation of 
which tlw Council was informed. The 
redemption will be completed early in 
1937, but in order to ta.ke advantitge of 
the rnttrket the loan wrts raised in January, 
I 936, and these charges have to be pro
vided for. There will be a considemble 
saving as the result of this operntion. 
\,v·hen the bonds have been repaid interest 
on them will eease, and it is estimiiterl thttt 
something lib: $30,000 will bP saved per 
annum ft-om this operntion. The redemp
tion will not be effected wholly from the 
loan and the sinking fund will be used 
as much as possible. 

Mr. Di� AGUIAR: Arn I to understand 
that the $30,000 1•epresents the difference 
we have to p,ty on this particular loan in 
respect of 1936? vVe have got the money 
and it will cost us that itroount for this 
year. There must he some credit. 

Mr. Mc DAVID : The money is kept on 
deposit, api:,arently with the Crown 
Agents·, and I refreshed the hon. Member's 
memory yesterday that it will go to swell 
the ren•nue of this year. The increase 
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over what is already in the Estimate in 
respect of interest is $15,000. 

Mr. DR AG"C"JAR: What is the 
interest we expect to earn on this pinticu
lar transaction ? 

Mr. Mc DAVID: The money is kept on 
deposit, principally in a joint Colonial 
Fund coutrnlled by the Crown Agents, 
and we derive from that fund a sum 
slightly in excess of 2 per cent. whi(\h is 
higher than we can earn in the Colony. 
We expect $15,000 as the yield from that 
particular investment. It is quite true 
that is a lower sum than the $30,000 
which is being pa.id to the bond holders, 
but that cannot be helped. 

, 
Mr. Dre AGUIAR: I understand the 

Colonial Treasurer to say that the interest 
earned on this deposit will be slightly in 
excess of 2 per cent. This loan at 3 per 
cent. will cost us $30,000, and on the 
deposit at 2 per cent. we at·e only going to 
get back $15,000. I notice that we are 
paying the Crown Agents for this particu
lar transaction. All I ask is how much we 
are going to earn on this transaction for 
th� current year. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the be�t 
way is to treat the hon. Member's question 
as one to which he requires a written 
reply in the first instance, and I have no 
doubt that when he sees the calculation 
set out 011 paper he will be satisfied. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: This expenditure is 
pl'Ovided for by hiw and therefore cannot 
be questioned, but the hon. Member ca11 
he given a written reply. 

Tm� CHAIRMAN: The matter will be 
treated as a question that has been asked 
and the hon. Member will receive a written 
reply. 

Mr. JACOB: I tabled certain qurstions 
late last year with regard to the redemp
tion of loans- The replies were not ,tt all 
convincing and as a matter of fact they 
were somewhat evasive. I intend to pur
sue the matter further. I have ,1 fear that 
we are paying interest on mouey th,Lt is 
lying idle not only here but with the 
Crown Agents, and probably we are· paying 
hundreds of thousands of dollars per 
!1-Irnum without getting an adequate return 

on that money- We are paying pl'Obably 
more than 5 per cent. on ce1·tain loans and 
can borrow money today at 3 per cent. I 
urge that some precautionary measure 
should be taken of the calculation of 
interest. 

Mr. WALCOTT : f have too high an 
opinion of the Colonial 'l't·easurer to 
believe that he would throw away a single 
penny. It is obvious that if you are 
paying 5 pet· cent. and receiving 2 per cent. 
the sum you have to provicje is )!;30,000, 
but the saving will be mot·e than recovered 
in having anticipated cheap money. 

THE CHA IR MAN : I suggest to hon. 
Members to leave the question over until 
we have received a. written reply. As the 
Colonial Treasuret· stated, this money is 
pl'Ovided for by law ILl)d is inevitable, but 
1Ln explanation is no doubt desirable. 

PUBLIC WonKs DRPARTMEN'.l.'. 
Mr. HUMPHRYS: I desire to remind 

Government that when the annual 
estimates were befot·e the Council I called 
attention to the fact that there are five 
assistants who r·eceive the small salary of 
$25 per month, and the Col0nial Secretary 
promised to go into the · matter and see 
what could be done for these men who do 
an extraordinarv amount vf work. I 
understood that the matter would be gone 
into and the salaries increased ret1·ospec. 
tively, but I am s11.bject to correction on 
that point. It w,Ls howevet· agL"ecd that 
these men are very inadequately paid iLncl 
something would be done for them. 

Major BA TN GRAY : The group of 
officers referred to are among those 
unclassified officers regat·ding whom I am 
preparing a special report. I think Mero -
bers are agreed that the classification i!! 
not IL very easy one, but I hope to produt:e 
,1 report which will regularise the matter. 
That report will be in the possession of 
Government within the next few weeks. 

ML". De AGUIAR: I thought thi,;; m1it
te1· would have beeu decided six months 
a.go.

Mr. JACO.B : I admit that thi,:; is ,L 

rnthe1· big job to get through, but I hope
that something will be done to get the
matter settled before the next 8ession. I
bad hoped that it would be retrospective,
but apparently·there is do chance of tha.t
now.
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
should just like to add tlrnt the reporr, 
containing recomme1alatio11� will be before 
Government in ample time to have the 
whole matte1· considered 1L11<I plfLced before 
Members with the next annual Estirrmte�. 
Some hon .. Members have referred to delay 
in this matter. I do not kn0w if they have 
had any experience in dealing with anoma
lies in salaries of civil servants. If they 
h:we I think they will realise that a month 
or two is n veey short period in deiding 
with such matters. 

PUKE \V A'r;m SUPPLY ScHE)!R. 

Major CRAIG: I beg to muve itn addi
t-ional item, viz., " 5. Passage of Resident 

� Engineer, $195.36." This is to rn.eet the 
coHt of the passage of the lfosident Engi
neer, who has been 1·e-appointed and was 
on leave. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

SUBVENTIONS wrc. OTHl•:R TRAN MUNICIPAL. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: i\fay I enquire if the 
contribution ($96) towards the mainte
nance of the work of the Farnham House 
Parasite Laboratory and the Biologica.l 
Field (Stored Products Research) Station, 
Slough, and the low temperature resea.reh 
work of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research at Cambridge, has 
already been paid out? I would also like 
to know what benefit we receive from this 
contribution. 

THE COLONIAL SECH.ETARY: 'l'his 
contribution has been made for two or · 
three years. Ptovision was nut made this 
year because it had beeu anticipated that 
the Imperial Scientific Conference would 
have been held during the year and recom
mendations put forward to ca.1Ty -out 
research work without contributions from 
the Colonies as had been done previously. 
Thitt Conference ha,d to be postponed and 
it is necessary lo ask for contributions 
from the various Colonies for one more 
year. It is a rather smaller amount than 
has been pitid in previous years. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: From those remarks 
I gather that the amount lrns already been 
pa.id. 

Mr. Mc DA VI I): I feel sure that it has 
not been pa.id, but I would like to verify 
it. 

Mr. DE AGUTAR: Are we bound to 
pass this item. I would like to know 
what benefit this Colony derives by making 
this contribution. Nearly every year we 
have to contribute to some College or the 
othe1· and I do nut know wt11Lt we get in 
rntum for these contributions. If these 
contributions a-re made on instructions 
from the Secretary of State we might sit 
here i1nd pass them en bloc.

THE CHAIRMA�: ,\t the annual 
session I stnted in reply to the hon. Mem
ber that in such cases we get suggestions, 
not " instructions," from the Secretarv of 
State. I tl1ought the hon. Member· was 
then satisfied with my reply. 

Mr. JACOB: When the Constitution was 
ch,inged we were told that it was necess,try 
so as to give the Sec1·etary of State for the 
Colonies the right to control expenditure 
and govern the Colony in a. way to mitke 
revenue balance expenditure. Since then 
we have had increasing deficits, excep,; last 
year, and we go on year after year running 
the Colony at a loss and getting loans-in
aid from the Imperial Government. I ca.n 
see no hope for the Colony when it is run 
in that way. \Ve might as well give up 
our membership here and leave it to the 
Seeretary of State and one or two officers 
to carry on. That is how I am beginning 
to feel. There should be some co-opera
tion hetween Goverement and the Elected 
Members with the object of reducing 
expenditure and making the budget balance 
every year. Some steps should be taken 
to reduce expenditure rather than increase 
it, so that we might see daylight some
where. I do not see daylight and I do not 
expect to see it very i;hortly. 

Prnfessor DASH: I think most hon. 
Members appreciate that there a.re in 
Enghtnd a number of centml organisations 
of a scientific nature which correlate and 
·co-ordinate the scientific work, both agri
cultuntlly aud otherwise, which is done in
all pa1·ts of the Empit-e and which are
supported to a very large extent by the
Home Government. That is an important
point that I thiuk is often lost sight of
when we come to the Council for small
sums of the nature involved here. ·rhe
sum we are asked to pay is really a very
small proportion indeed in relation to the
whole sum whieh is home in a very large
measure by the Home Government for the
good of the Colonies and Dependencies.
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There are Agricultural Bureaus, Institutes 
of Agriculture and Bntomology, and so on, 
and the Farnham House L>Lboratory par
ticularly has been of considerable service 
to us in connection with the introduction 
of pitrasites for the sugar-cane borer. 
That work has been supervised and centred 
largely at Farnham House, and we know 
that Dr. Myers went intd the interior 
and by dint of careful ;;tudy and hard 
work procured for us the parasite which is 
established on the coastal belt and is 
giving us very valuable service in the con
trol of the moth-borer. 

That is only one aspect of it. There 
are several parasites which we only have 
to write about to obtain information of. 
·without these central organisations it
would be very difficult to keep in touch
with the work that is going on in other
countries, and if you can visualise some
expert to whom we could refer for advice
we would have to pay a considera.ble sum
as a fee for that advice. Here are organi
sations working for the Empire as a whole,
to which we are asked to contribute a very
small sum towards the urojects on which
they are eng�ged, and I think we get good
value from the fact that we can alwitys
turn to their scientists for assistance and
advice in dealing with agricultural problems
that crop up. These organisations have
been of material assistance in bringing
these facts together to the a.dvantage of
scientific workers in the Colonies and
Dependencies.

Mr. SEYMOUR: I do not think hon. 
Membe,·s should quibble ove1· contribu
tions to organisations which exist in the 
United Kingdom. There is no doubt that 
they serve a very useful purpose. The 
Mother Country has been very good to us 
in many w11.ys. ·we have been given a free 
grant of £20,000 for the pure water supply 
scheme, and bearing that in mind I don't 
think we should quibble about this small 
·amount.

ROADS AND BRIDGES-EXTRAORDINARY. 

::V.I.r. SEYMOUR: I hope that the lorry 
for which a vote of $1,000 is asked is not 
intended for Essequebo. I would rather see 
the lorries there done away with. It would 
be far better in the country districts to 
abandon the lonies and revert to donkey 
carts. That would provide labour. 
Lorries and spare parts are imported, 

while we p1·oduee our ow11 jackasses itnd 
saddlers. The cost of running lorries is 
much mo1·e expensive than using asses, 
which have been a gre,tt friend t o  the 
Colony. 

Major CRAIG : This lorry is not for 
Essequebo, so the hon. Member could still 
use his jackasses. I am quite aware that 
the employment of donkey carts would give 
considerable employment to those who 
own carts in Essequebo. It would be very 
difficult for the hon. l'llember to convince 
me that donkey ca1•t,s am more economical 
to work than lorries, but 1 would be quite 
willing to go iuto the figures with him at 
any time. There is no doubt that for a 
short haul of one or two miles a donkev 
cart is chPitper than a lorry, but we car;. 
not burn earth at distam:es a mile apitrt 
even in Essequebo, beca,use we would be 
charged by the proprietors with taking 
away land and something more that we did 
not. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: Burnt earth is not so 
far apart and it can be removed by a 
donkey cart within it 10 mile area. vVe 
must find work for our people even if we 
lose. From Supenaam to Aurora all car
riage is cione by donkey cartR, and I presR 
th,tt lorrieR he taken off the road and 
donkey carts supercede them. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: On this question I 
suggest to the hon. Membe1· to see that 
those who use donkeys treat them better. 
I would like to see donkeys done a.wiiy 
with because the W}ty they are treated is 
disgraceful. 

Mr. WALCOTT: If this lorry is not 
for Essequebo it might be left over. If it 
is for the Corentyne Coast, where thei·e is 
no river, it is it different matter. 

Major CRAIG: The lorry is for the 
Corentyne, where there is no river. 

The Council resumed. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

The Council adjourned for the luncheon 
recess. 

FoRES'r RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT. 
THE COLO:NIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move�--
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THAT, with reference to Message N o.12 of the 
12th of March, 1936, this Council approves a 
contribution of $288 (£60) being made by this 
Colony towards the cost of the Colonial Forest 
Resources Development Depart-ment, in respect 
of the year 1936-1937. 

'l'he Message to which this motion 
refers convevs to the Council information 
as to the organisation that has been set up 
at the Colonial Office to assist in the 
marketing of colonial timber. The per
sonnel consists of Major Oliphant, 
whose duties will be largely those of 
touring in the various Colonies and 
investigating their timber resources, 
and Major Cosgrnve, whose duties will be 
mainly in the United Kingdom keeping in 
touch with the timber trade and assisting 
the marketing of the timbers from the 
Colony. As members are aware, the 
Conservator oE Forests is at present in 
England, a,nd he will ue in close consulta
tion with Major Oliphant and Major 
Cosgrnve, the result of whose investig,.
tions will be placed at his disposal in 
furthering the object of his mission. A 
department such as this, which is keeping 
in close touch with the trade and the 
requirements in the U11ited King,fom and 
giving advice to colonial forests interests, 
must be of very great value to those inter
ests. I woulcl just like to refet· to one 
paragraph in the Message in view of certain 
remarks in Council this morning. I refer 
to parngragh 8 of the Secretary of State's 
despatch where we find these words:-

" I shall be glad to know whether you would 
be prepared Lo agree that the territory under 
your admi11istratio11 should contribute to the 
cost of the new organizatio11 on a fair basis ot 
allocation to be decided by me, having regs.rd to 
the relative importance of forestry in the var. 
ious parts of the Colonial Empire, and the 
amount of work performed for each territory by 
the new Departmeut.'' 

Words of this import are invariably used 
by the Secretary of State in proposing to 
us expenditut·e of a mLture such as this where 
contributions from the various Colonies are 
desired, and I would like hon. :YI embers 
who have referred to &imilar vote;; to bear 
that in mind not only in this case but in 
all cases of this nature that come before 
the Council. The amount of the contri
bution, £60, is so small, and the value of 
such a. Department to a Colony such as 
this with large forest resources seems to 
me so obvious, that I feel sure that all 
hon. Memben• of this Council who have 
any faith.in the future of oui:, timber in-

dustry will give this motion 
approval. I beg to move.it. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

their 

Mr. De A.QUIAR: I would ver·y much 
like to be in sympathy with this motion 
because, like the mover, I have very great 
faith in the forest of this Colony. Unfor
tunately, I cannot express entire agree
ment in expending further money, having 
regard to the fact that we have spent con
siderable sums within the past six or 
seven years in the organisation of a top
heavy Department. Further than that T 
am quite concurned over the fact that it 
has now been thought desirable to divide 
up the organisation in the Home Country. 
What I am fearincr-and I have read the 

. 0 

Message very carefully indeed-is that 
later 011 we shall be called upon to con
tribute a much larger sum than we a-re 
asked to do to-day. Had it been merely 
the passing of a vote of £60 I would not 
have been so niggardly to rise and make a 
speech on the subject, but I do think that 
we shall be called upon in the near future 
to shoulder the entire expense of this 
establishment. That is where my fear lies. 
How much will we be called upon to pay? 
That is a question upon which I cannot 
reasonauly expect au answet· to-day, and I 
do not intend to press it, but I waut to 
say now that whenever these organisations 
are being created in the Mother Country 
with the expectation that these unfortu
nate Colonies will be called upon to carry 
them I shall always euter a strong protest. 

I made reference to the fact that this 
organisation is being divided up from 
another-the Department of Sr:ient,ific and 
Industrial Research - to which this Colony 
is already contt-ibuting. In the despatch 
we are told that one of the gentlemen 
will be largely occupied in making 
tours of the various colonial territories. 
\Ve must take notice of that warning 
because later we are sure to be told uy 
Government "when the matter came before 
the Council we told you about it and you 
said nothing." \Vheu this gentleman 
comes to the Colony-and l hope he will 
never come-I shall never vot,e one peuuy 
towards his expenses. In paragraph 7 of 
the despatch we are told :-

,, I desire to make it clear, however, that I
regard it as a definite principle tba.t the whole 
of the cost of the organization should ultimate. 
ly be met by contributions from the Colonies, etc. 
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with forestry interests. I ipvrecia.te tlmt 
it is not possible for some of these territories to 
ma.ke a.oy contribi.t-ion a.t presen·; no the other
hllnd, it is desirable tha.t those territories 
which a.re fioa.ncia.lly in a position to ma.ke �ome
contrib11tion sho11ld do so from the out:set."

I am glad to think that the Secretary of 
State feels that this Colony is in the 
happy position to make a contl'ibution 
towards this new organisation th,it has 
been created. I would like also to share 
his optimism that we will he able to con
tinue this contribution. We ,ire starting 
with only two members of the orgauisa
tiou, but the expenditure will grow until 
we fiud ourselves unable to carrv it. 1 do 
not wnnt my remarks to be wis;11<lerstood. 
I began by saying that l have very gre,it 
faith in the forest of the Colouv. Hut has 
the time not anived when we �ho11ld care
fully consider the expendit11l'e in t,rying not 
0111'· to find out the v,due of t l,e forest bun 
wh;it we can get out of it? 

i\l r. JACOB: I des1l'e to emlorse all 
tlmt has been said by the hou. Member 
for Centrnl Demernrn. I, too, have very 
g1·e,it hope and faith in the resources of 
the Colony, particc.larly our timber 
1•f>sources, and I am wondering like the 
hon. Me111be1· where all this expenditure is 
le,1.Ji11g to. Pan1.graph -! of t,be despatch 
states:-

" It is cootemplated tha.t Ma.jor Oliphaot will 
be lurgely occupied in 111aking toms of different 
Colooial territories with a view to iuvestiga• 
tiog their I im ber resources aod tbe orga.oiz11,• 
tion of their Forestry Departments for the com-
1uercial exploitation of such resources." 

I wns under the imprf;!ssiou tha.t we 
kuow exactlv what, out· timber resources 
nre. I thiult our ditlicultv here is 1mirket
i11g, a.n<l 1 cannot see any ·useful purpose to 
he served by an otlice1· coming from the 
United Kingdom to investig,1.te our 
resources. We have a highly p,iid f orestr�• 
Olticer aud an expensive Department. 
This country has protested year after ye,1.r 
,1.g,iins1 the expeuditure on th,it Dep,irt
ment, yet the suggestion is m,ide that 
anothe1· officer from the_ United Kingdom 
should come here to learn and tell us some
thing about our forest. It wa.y take him 
severnl years to tell us what we know 
11lready. I support the idea that this 
amount should be voted now, b11t it should 
be pointed out to the Secret111·y of State 
that the Colony will not be able to pay the 
o.,lditional expense unless we are. nble to 

mi1.rket out· timbers. At the hist annual 
session we were told that we M'e hopeful 
of securing m,irkets. vVe h11ve uot been 
told to-ditv th,1.t we luwe securer! those 
markets b;t we at·e asked to vote money 
the result of which i� problem,itical. 

ML CRUYl EWING: Long before I 
became a M.e11,ber of this Council Members 
have been quibbling about the Forest De
partment. Pnrngraph 5 of the despatch 
says:-

" Ma.j•ll' C.:osgrove will he largely respoosible
for the task of keepiug in conch with the tim
ber trade iu this conutry and disco�ering the 
possibilities for the marketing of Colouin,I 
timbel'S here." 

That is really wlmt we wauted, anJ 
uudouhtedly it is a stll.l't in the right 
direction. \Ye are going to get the ser
vices of men who are prnct ically conuected 
with the timber inJu�try to keep in touch 
with the trade ,tnd disco vet· the possibili
ties for 11rnrketing, not just lo sit down 
and look ,Lt the industry from the angle of 
obtaining �tatistical dnt.n which the Forest 
Depal't-U1eut h,is bt·en doing for the past 
five years. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: I am not goiug to 
occupy the ti1ue of the House in discussing 
the problematical aspects of this que,stion. 
vYe do uot want anvbody to come here 
a.nd tell u,; ,inything �1.bout the forest. We
have a very cap,Lble ollicer in the Conser
vator of .l!\,1·ests, and to get somebody
else to come ,md tell us about the forest
is quite absurd. But I quite agree that if
we can get sou1ebody to find us a m,LL·ket
it is de:sirnble Lo do ,sO, Expenditure up
to no"· has cert11,inly not been justified.
I am not opposing tl,e propu,;al and hope
it will prove beneficial to the timber
industry.

Trr& COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
understand the hon. Member for Ce11trnl 
Demernrn to have two 11mi11 obje<.:tions, first 
of all bf:'c,1.us,-. he folt that the organiz,ition 
in thf' Uuited Kingdom had been divided 
intu two without reference to us, and that 
a. new d!-'partmeut dealing mainly with the
ma.rketiug side has been created and we
have bee11 askf:'d to make some contribu.
tiou to it. Secondly, he took exception
to pa.ragmph 4: of the despatch wherein are
the words "M,ijor Oliph,iut will be largely
occupied in making tours of different
colo11i,tl territories," a.ud said he thought
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that we would lie ex}Jecte<l tu wekorne him 
here. I am sure that manv of us would 
like to see }lajor Oliplrn11t c�,ue he1·e, but I 
do not wi,;h the hon. M:ember to think 
tlmt expenditure 011 a visit such ,is that is 
obligatory. ExpenditurE· 011 his visit would 
be in ex,wtly the same category as we ,we 
now called upon to put 011 the Estim,ite; 
that is, a propos:Ll would co111e befoi-e the 
C(Juucil for .the Council to sav whether 
they will p,Ly that money ur n�t. I am 
sure that m:inv othe1· Colouies would be 
glad to welcom� him, and the time may 
come when a visit by lVlajor Oliphant 
might be of great benefit to us. 

The hon. Member for North vVestern 
District saw 110 point in having a Depart
ment such as this when we are mainly 
dealing with marketing. That point has 
been answered bv the hon. Member for 
Essequebo Rivet· ;u1cl I need not press it 
any further. It is quite trne that market· 
iug is one of out· main difficulties, and that 
is wli_v I feel that ,m organi,;ation that will 
essentially help us in our marketing p!·o
blem is one that we should support. 

THE PRESfDENT: T would ju�t like to 
add to the point made by the hou. Member 
for Essequebo River by in vi ting the atten
tion of hon. Members to oue or two 
p,Lssage,; iu the Secretary of St,Lte's 
desp>Ltch. At the beginning of paragraph 
2 there is mention of t.he work to be done 
in connection with seeking market�, 
8howing what wns in the mind of the 
8ecretMy of Sta.te when he crea�ed this 
,;ul,-department. The despatch goes on 
to speak of "the control of the iuvestiga. .. 
tion and development of sources of supply 
mid of the exploration and encouragement 
of demand for colonial timber." That is 
obviously to the point of marketing. Then 
iu 1•p.gard to the tours of different colonial 
ten-itories it is stated that they are 
"with a view to investigating their
timbe1· resources and the organization 
of thf'ir Forestry Departments for the 
commercial exploitation of such re
sources." 1t is perfectly clear that what 
!,he Secretary of State has in mind is 
to take ,LWay the duty of marketing 
from the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research and put it into 
the hands of business men who arn compe
tent to deal with that ,,;ide of the timber 
i1,dustry-

M otiou put, ,Lnd a.greed to. 

PURE vVA'l'lsR DIS'l'RIBU'rION. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sir, 
in the absence of M.ajor Craig, I beg to 
move:--

l'H.\'l' with reference to Message No 10 of the 
2nd March, 1936, this Council expresses the 
gratitude of the Colony for the free gra.at of 
£20,000 wbich has been made from the Colonial 
Development Fund to enable the pure water 
distrib11tion scbeme to be continued until 1939, 
&od respectfully requests that the Colony's 
thanks be conveye.i to the Secretary of State 
n.od the Colonial Development Advisory Com
mittee. 

lt gives me great pleasure to move this 
Lllotiou and I ,tm sure th,Lt Members of 
the Council will be very glad to have this 
opportuuity of expressing their gratitude 
fol' the grant of £20,000. The pure water 
distribution scheme has been of very great 
benefit to the Colony, and this additional 
amount which we have no·.v been given 
11·ill enable these benefits to be distributed 
over a wide area of the inhabitant,, who 
will have much cause to be grateful for 
the gift from the Colonial Development 
Fuud. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. JACOB: I think I ought to express 
the gratitude of the U noflicial Members 
for this very handsome grant, sir, a.ud I 
trust that from your recent vi,;it to the 
North West District a portion of this 
sum will be utilised for the benefit of the 
unfortunate people theie. Conditions 
there during times of dry weather could 
not, be worse. I know that something has 
been done to improve living conditions, 
but a gre,tt deal more has to be done to 
make them somewhat better. I have 
fLlways ma.de it a point that the people 
�hould not 1·equire grants from the 
Colonial Development Fund, because we 
are able to look after our own interest, but 
at the moment we a1·e very grateful for 
any gra.nt of this kind and further grants 
as well. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

INS'l'I'l'U'fg OF MINES AND FORESTS 

(RKPEAL) Br�L. 
'.l'm,: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

beg to move that "A Bill to repeal the 
Institute of Mines and Forests Ordinance, 
Chapter 215" be rnad the second time. 
This ·Bill has been brought fonvard in orde1· 
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that the Institute uf Mines and Fore;;ts 
Ordiuance might be repealed. The Insti
tute, so far as I have been able to ascer
tain, has not canied out any duties since 
1921 and is completely defunct, and it is 
thought right that the Ordinance should 
be taken off the statute book. 

Mi·. D [AS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed tu. 

Bill read the HeconJ time. 

The Council went iuto Committee a.nu 
considered the Bill clause by clause with-
out discussion. 

The Council resumeJ. 

Notice wa.s given tl1a.t al Llic next ltll'Ct
iug of the Council it would bC' 1uov1·d LIHLL 
the Bill be re,Ld the thit·t.! tiwe a.ud pa�::;cd. 
( 'l'he Colonial Sem·vt,w:; ). 

.A UD!'l' DEPARTMEN'r (AMENDMENT) B1u. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move that " A Bill to amend the Audit 
Department Ol'dimt11l:e, Chapter 200, to 
make provision for the appointment of an 
As;;isbmt Auditor on the abolition of the 
post of Chief Clerk, and for purposes con
nected therewith " be read the second 
time. This Bill, sir, merely carries into 
effect the decision which has been ma.de by 
thi;; Council in connection with the 1936 
Estimate, when the post of Chief Clerk 
wa.s deleted therefrom. Apart from the 
alteration in connection with the new poHt 
there is nothing amended in the Ordiua11Ce. 

Mr. DIAS secc1mded. 

Question put, and agreed to, 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and considered the Bill cla.u;;e by 
clause without discutision. 

The Couucil resumed. 

Notice was given that at tl1e next JUeet
ing of the Council it would lie 111uved that 
the Bill be read the third time ,Lnd passed . 
( J. he Colonial Secreta1·y ). 

DEEDS REGIS rRY (SALES 11' EXECUTION) 
B11 L. 

Tai<: ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
Hector Josephs) : I move th,Lt " A 
Bill to a.mend the Deeds Registry 
Ordinance, Chapter 174, by making 
better provision with regard to the 
effect of sales of imwovables in execu -
tion "be read the second time. This, sir, 
is an important measure which, it is con
sidered, will lrnve a. great or vet·y va.lua.ble 
eff'el:t in connection with dealings in im
movable property in this Colony. 'rhe 
mnendment which is now being m,Lde has 
been long overdue. ·we had originally in 
1880 an Ordinance called the Registrar's 
Ordinance, which dealt with the office of 
Registrnr of British Guiana a.nd t·efen·ed 
,;oroewha.t to recurds being kept in that 
orlice, but ,tpparenLly there we1·e no sta.tu
Lury pl'Ovisiorn; dea.liug with instrn111dnts 
a11J ext>cution and effed in co1111el:tiou 
with immovable property. In 191!) there 
wa� pro1uulga.teJ a11 Orui1muce called the 
JJeech H.egistry Orclin,Lnce, and tha.t vur
ported to put the law in connection with 
these matters in a simple form aud to 
make clear how documents were to be 
executed and de!tlt with a.nd their pffect in 
l:Ollllectiou with the various matters. 
Apparnntly it was not quite so ;;imple a.s 
the draftsman thought a.nd as the Cout·t 
of Policy enacted it. By 1925 gre,1t diffi
culties in connection with it developed imd 
very strenuous efforts were made to set 
those difficulties right. The histot·y of it 
I ,Lill 11ot ,Lware of, but I ha.ve heard a 
good dea.l of the results, a.nd apparently 
t,he t·esults ha.ve been that whatever evils 
there were before were intensified by the 
clmuge in 1925. 

t::liuce Lheu it lms been considered tha.t 
the necessa,ry change ought to be made, so 
as Lo facilit,1te dealings with property and 
t,u make cleat' Llrt:1 rights of holders of 
property encumbnLuces or mortgages a.nd 
various othet· interests. But the matter 
hung fit e. Recently a. <.;ongregation of 
lmrd-headed lawyers got together ,ind prn
duced the Bill which is now before the 
Council for enactment. It has meant a 
gooJ dea.l of lmrd work to them, but I 
venture to expresi; the hope that we have 
solvet.! l,ht• diliiculty. As time goes 011 
experieul:e might shuw that there is some
thi11g th.Lt requires wudi6caLion 01· altera
tion : tlmt cm1 then ve1·y easily be done. 
The important point is that an effective 
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change would have b.een made. There has 
been prefixed to the Bill an unusually 
lengthy meroorandum, the object of which 
is to make the position very clear. Experi
enced practitioners in this Council would 
be able to explain the great difficulties 
that have taken place in connection with 
property ; in fact, where the question was 
the realisation or the enforcement of a 
statutory claim or a registered encurn
brnnce, the matter had ·not been thought 
out at all }\Ile! enactments were rather 
mixed up with the result that purely con
clusions were arrived at. 

What we have tried to do is to bring 
the law into modern shape as it exists 
elsewhere in the Empire under English 
law }1ncl the Australian Torrens system. 
If a man has a registered incumbmnce on 
immovable property and it becomes neces
sary for him to enfo1·ce payment of the 
security of the money lent, he has to go to 
the Court and get judgment and · then 
execution issues and sale takes place. 
When the property is sold the money 
which is received goes to pay the man his 
claim and costs, and any balance remain
ing is then divided among other incum
brancers in accordance with their priority. 
·when it comes to the question of the
unsecured creditor endeavouring to llell
immovable property which was the subject
of incumhrances the position is set right
now. All that the creditor could have is 
the right to be put into the shoes of the 
owner of the property. After the various
incumbra1Jces have been executed the
unsecured creditor can sell what rights he
has and get the benefit, but, of course, he
cannot damnify the security of those who
have registered incumbrances. I a,m tolcl
that if there is a sale of property by an
unsecured creditor and there are registered
incumbrances the money is paid into tlie
Registry. There then arises the difficult
question: whose is such money? The
B.egistrar does not say whose it is but 
gives notice to the people without commit
ting himself. If an unsecured creditor
receives the money I understand he is 
likely to be subject to a law-suit by one of 
the registered incumbrnncers, and the 
registered incumbrancer is also subject to
a law-suit. vVe are now getting away 
from all that. 

There is another point of very great 
importance. In all advanced communities 

real property, or as we call it here immov
able property, is of very great value and 
is regarded as a good form of investment. 
In fact, it is by statute in many places a 
trustee investment. The difficulties which 
have been encountered render immovable 
property in this country a very difficult 
investment for a trustee or anybody else, 
because a man who takes a mortgage is 
never quite sure whether he is going to he 
landed by somebody else pursuing some 
remedy against a debtor. With the 
changed law which is proposed in this Bill, 
the investor's rights are going to be pre
served. The effect of this measure when 
enacted will be to give to immovable 
property the same sense of security as 
exists elsewhere, and we consider that 
would be one of the very great advantages 
which will flow from the adoption of this 
measure. 

Major BAIN GRAY seconded. 

Mr. SEYMOUR: The practice in Esse
quebo is that persons advance money on 
mortgaged property for the pUt·pose of 
cultiv}1tion. The money is adv11nced for 
growing Cl'Ops and is secured by assign
ment. 'What claim would we have in the 
event of a mortgage being foreclosed? 

'.1.'aE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am 
afraid that the hon. Member would be in 
no better position than he is now bec11use, 
as I understand him, simply an assignment 
is made without refe1·ence to any statute. 
I may be ahle to help the hon. Member 
and others connected with agriculture if I 
reminrl them of the fact, whieh I have 
already refeued to in this House, that in 
1896 an Agrieultural Relief Ordinance, 
Chapter 152, was enacted with the object 
of enabling people to advance money on 
crops of certain kinds on <:et·tain estates 
and to give them security. 8tatuteR in 
similar form exist in Trinidad and other 
vVest Indian islands, rmd I remember a 
l\'Iembe1· of this House actually asked 
Government to enact such an Ordinance. 
A curious thing apparently is that from 
the day of its enactment it has been a 
dead letter; nobody has remembered or 
acted on it. It is a very valuable and 
very useful Ordinance, and I suggest to 
the hon. .Member that he would be 
amply protected if he makes his advances 
uncie1· that Ordinance in the form provided 
in it. v\'here money has been advanced 
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under Ordinance a preferent lien is estab
lished on the crop in respect of which the 
advance has been ma.de, and if the land is 
soltl before the crop is reaped then the 
person by whom the advance was ma.de 
has in lieu of that lien a preferen t I ien on 
the proceeds of sale of the Iu.nd, after the 
expenses of sale and debts due to the 
Crown, to the Colony and to the Immigra
tion Fund have been paid in full. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I wish, first of all, 
to agree with tlrn statement of the 
Attorney-General that a great deal of 
uncerta.inty exists with regard to the 
operation of the Deeds Registry Ordin
ance in connection with the sale of im
movable property at execution. I wish I 
could feel as he does that the Hill . will do 
away with the defects in that Ordinance. 
This Bill is causing some concern among 
many persons whose main business is to 
lend money on mortgages, because they are 
not quite sure, even though the best advice 
has been obtained, that the Bill will bring 
about the desired result. For example, 
the Georgetown Town Counr.il may levy on 
a property for current rates and taxes, 
and the right is given to them to bl'ing 
the property to sale at execution within 
three months. In addition to cunent 
rates and taxes there is what is known as 
the accumulated debt, which is spread over 
a period of 25 years and a portion of it 
payable in annual instalments. If the pro
perty we1·e taken in execution for cunent 
rates and taxes, so far as I can sei>, tlie 
next step is that the Town Clerk would 
notify the Registrar of the amount due in 
respect of the. particular yellr and he 
would not be a,llowPd to chtim any gt·Pater 
Rum. But in addition to the current rates 
and taxes there would also be existing the 
liability with respect to the accumulated 
debt. I therefore foil to see how it is 
possible for that prnperty to be put 
up to execution free of any incumbrance. 
7'here would still be the statutory debt 
on the property, which under the exii;ting 
law is not due immediately. It is a statu
tory claim, howevel', in respect of the 
property. 

Another point tha.t requires explanation 
is what would be the position in respect 
of any other statutory claim on the pa1·
ticular property. In the event of failure 
by the parties to give notice, would the 
statutory claim be allowed to remain on 

the property"? To illustrate my point let 
us take a property on the E1tst Coast 
which is liable for drainage and irriwition 
and sea defence rates. If that property is 
levied on for draina,ge and irrigation rates 
and there is failure on the part of the sea, 
defence authorities to give notice, what 
would be the position of the new pur
chaser in respect of that pa,rticular statu
tory claim? 

Clause 2 (d) (i) says that the Registrar 
shall cause to be given notice in w.-iting 
to every holder of a registered incum
brance, inteeest or lease, at the address 
stated in the registered instrument or at 
the property, that a sale is at the instance 
of the holder of a statutorv chtim or n 
registered incumbrance. I ob3ect to the 
inclusion of the wor9s "or at the pro
perty " on the gl'ound that a mortgagee 
may be deprived of the fruits of his mort
gage by service of the notice at the 
property instead of at his rrgiste1·ed 
address. What position would the Regis
tr-ar be in when there is a sale of the. 
property without the knowledge of the 
mortgagee? The notice to the mot·tg,igee 
is in or·det· that he mav itttend the sale 
iLnd protect his interest: and his ribsence 
may be due to failure to 1·eceive the notice 
by service at the property. If the sale is 
at the instance of the Town Council the 
property may be sold fol' mel'e.ly the 
amount of the rates and taxes, because the 
moment the amount of the claim is reached 
any person may acquire the property. A 
more serious objection is to the pro
viso:-

Provided that failure to comply with &oy of 
the reqoirmeuts of this p:nngraph shall not af. 
feet the operation of the other provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

It seems to me tlmt nobodv is sure of 
the Bill and this proviso is pii't in as a 
sort of protective measure. I L1we re:ul 
the Bill through and through and also 
discussed it with lawyers and othe1·s, and 
T have one name fo1· it. Th,Lt na,me is "A 
Lawyers' Bill" and when you are in doubt 
itpply to the Supreme Court for an inter
pret,ition of it. There is no doubt that 
the position at the present time is full of 
uncert,Linty, iind I would be glad to know 
that this Bill cures the defects, but T am 
s1itisfied that 10y objections are sound. 

Mr. DIAS: I fear that the hon. Member 
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fcir Central Demerara has fallen into bad 
company from his statement that he has 
discussed the Bill with people who ought 
to know and the attack he has made on it. 
He has described it as "A Litwvers' Bill." 
If anything can be christened by that 
name it is the existiug law, because the1·e 
is nothing more confusing. It has beaten 
even the lawyers. Only quite r·ecently I 
informed a company that I was not in a 
position to advise them one way or the 
other and they must. take their own risk 
as to ,\ hether they would draw a certain 
sum of money or levy. The position that 
has obtained for some time past lrns ren
dered the operation of business in mort
gages and the reiilisation of property per
fectly hopeless. Properties are not b1c,ing 
,;old or cannot be sold becau.qe people do 
not understand what they are purchasing 
or the conditions · under which they are 
purchasing, and no lawyer would have the 
courage to advise as to what is the htw under 
present conditions. I congratulate Govern
ment ou having moved in the matter, and 
I wish to thank the Attorney-General for 
the care he has bestowed on this Bill 
and the consideration he has given to it 
in discussions with hard-headed lawyers 
from time to time. There was a Com
mittee of legal men who met the Attorney
General and the Assistant Attorney. 
General and discussed the matter until we 
came to the decisions incorporated in the 
Bill. 

I may drnw attention to one simple 
aspect of the hou. J\fomber's speech in 
which he has confused himself. l refer to 
the sale of property in 1·espect of which 
people might be the holders of registered 
incumbrances. If the hon. Member had 
read paia. (c) of clause 2 he would have 
seen that where the sale of the property is 
for the purpose of enforcing payment of 
a judgment debt it shall be sold subject to 
all registered incumbrances. The rights 
of the holders of registered incumbrances 
would therefore be protected. That is one 
of the difficulties this Bill will overcome 
if it is enacted, This is not an eiLsy Bill 
for the layman to understand, and perhaps 
that accounts for the long address 
delivered by the hon. Member. I am not 
going to suggest that the Bill is perfect, 
but it is sensible and far superio1· to wlmt 
obtains now. In fact, it is a Bill that the 
practitioner can m,1derstand, whereitR 
what exists to-day is not entitled to be 

called law at all. It is confusing to people 
who lend money and has a tendency to 
their losing their investment ot· miLk ing 
its recovery vei·y expensive indeed. I 
suggest to the hon. Member to let the Bill 
be put through and be satisfied tlmt it has 
been given consideration by those legal 
practitioners who represent the large�t 
mortgagees in the Colony. All who re
present the insurnnce companies devoted 
considerable time and consideration to it, 
a,nd the Bill is the result of mature deliber
ation of wh,Lt is considered to b� to the 
interest of all the parties concerned. I 
would like to add that tho8e services were 
given free, gratis and for nothing, with the 
idea of relieving the terrible Jot of work, 
inconvenience and bother with the existing 
hiw. Tf any defect in the Bill is discovered 
r am sure thitt Government will be onlv 
too willing to come to our aRsisttLnce and 
i·emedy it. 

Mr. WIGHT: I am sony that I was 
not here to hear all that has been said. I 
know the old saying that "fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread," but the matter 
is a very important one where I am con
cerned, as I sit on the Directorate of 
several insurance companies which hold 
mortgages. I would like to ask the 
Attorney-Genflral if he is responsible for 
the Bill as it stands, because I have just 
heard it said that the Bill is not perfect 
and I as a layman say it is not perfect. I 
would like to know what is a registered 
incumbrance. I have been told by the 
Registrar that ·mortgaged property was 
being sold subject to no mortgage what
ever. Once I went to protet:t a poo1· 
woman who owned a property which was 
being sold at execution. I bought the 
proped,y for $800 or $1,200, and I was 
surprised to get a receipt from the Hand
in-Hand Insurance Company fot· nothing. 
I am told that lawyers themselves are in 
doubt and T would therefore like to hear 
from the Attorney-General what is a 
registererl incumbrance. I have heard 
from the hon. Nominated Member that 
the Bill is the matur-ed thought of lawyers, 
but I am absolutely afrnid of iL because I 
see all the lawyers' bills of costs before 
mortgages or anything else. I ask that 
instead of passing the Bill this afternoon 
we be given an opportunity to heat· the 
arguments of some of the people who are 
in a position to criticise it, and also who 
are the persons concerned in the prepara-
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tion of the Bill. I always understood that 
iinything in the way of legislation came 
from the Attornev-General, a,nd when I 
hear that outside l�wyet·s have been mixed 
up with this Bill [ am terribly afraid of it. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: If the hon. Mem
ber looks at the Deeds Registry Ordinance 
he will see the term " registered incum
brance " defined there. 

Mr. WIGHT: My reply to tlmt is that 
there is no definition of it in the Bill ,tnd 
I would like to hear the learned Attornev-
General on the point. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Attorney
General will now reply, after which further 
consideration of the Bill will be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have, 
iu the first place, to agree with the remarks 
of the hon. Nominated Member with refer
ence to the company that the hon.--I very 
nearly said learned-Member for Central 
Demerara must have fallen into. I am 
very sorry for him, sir ; the trouble is 
that he is not sorry for himself and is 
unrepentent. It is perfectly clear that the 
hon. Member, having certain fixed ideas in 
his mind, avoided listening to the explana
tion I made. It was the misfortune of the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Centrnl that 
he was not here, and I am certainly sorTy 
for him. Many of the points that the 
hon. Member for Central Demernra pro
fessed knowledge of were points I carefully 
explained in moving the Recond reading of 
the Bill, and it is pedectly clear that he 
p1tid no attention to them. After all we 
are here for serious debate and for the 
purpose of accomplishing some useful 
object, and it is just ,ts well-

M r. DE AGUIAR: I .am sorry to inte1·
rupt the hon. Member. I do not think it 
is fail' to suggeRt that I sat here without 
listening because I did not preface my 
remarks by saying that I had listened with 
all care t,) what had been said. From the 
interest I have in the Bill I must have 
listened ve,·y carefully, and it was follow
ing what had been said tbat I made the 
remarks I did make. 

Tm: ATTORNEY-GENERAL: May 1 
express my pleasure that apparently in my 
opening remarks I did not succeed in con
f1Jsipg any Member of this House except 

the hon. Member fo1· Centrnl Demet·ara if 
he listened to them as he said he d-id. I was 
verv ca1·eful in certain matters and I was 
surprised when the hon. Member referred to 
those matters ns if nothing had been said of 
them. I am not going to repeat all I said by 
any me,ins. The important point is that 
there is in existence an Ordinance which 
is practically useless and is doing 11 great 
deal of h,irm to people who have dealings 
with property. lt is admitted by all the 
meme,ers of the legal prnfession and it is 
right, in the interest of the community, 
to get rid of the ditlicul ties which have 
been creitted by thn,t statute. It does not 
matter how long people have beeu accus,, 
tomed to a certain ineonve11ient state of 
affairs. That is no argument, or no reason, 
why for the benefit of the community it 
should not be changed into something 
reasonable and useful. The1-e is always 
some difficulty and objection to change. 
We are all at heart consenative, howeve1· 
much we pretend not to be. 

I happen to be a Member of this House 
much longer than anybody else except one 
Member, and before endeavouring to make 
such an important change in an important 
principle of the law of property in this 
Colony, it would have been my duty to 
consult, hwyers who had had practice and 
experienee and were in a position to advise. 
And in doing so 1 have done what is 
done everywhere else. I will also call 
attention to something that occurred in 
England within the i"ast two years. Ou 
questions arising in tl,e High Court of 
JuRtice with regard to various chauges in 
the -law, the position was met by the 
appointment, of various Committees, to 
each of which was ass.igned some special 
branch of Law t , be dealt with and report 
and advise on, and those Committees pro 
duced Bills which have been passed. That 
is how it. has been done there. Nobody 
professes to be so superhum,m to carry all 
the hw in his head, or to see all the con
ditions th,it require ehange, and we have 
done only what is thP. general prnctice. I 
agree that it is entirely" A Lawyers' Bill." 
For that reason it is ditficult for a layman 
who has not mitde a cnreful stuclv of the 
Deeds Regi�try Ordinance-and ev�n then 
no hiyman is capable-a,dequately to 
criticise and to clea-1 with the matter, 
because it is something that is very 
technical and has to be dealt with by 
people_ wh_o have training and understanding
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in connection with it. We have no pur
pose to serve or no a,xes to griud, but we 
do realise from the openition of the 
existing law some of the hardships to 
which reference has been made by the hon. 
Member for Georgetown Central, and the 
time has come to change them and to 
bring the law into consonance with what 
it is in other civilised communities. 

We talk about progress and bringing 
capital here. But who a,re going to bring 
capital here when we have such ,intiquated 
laws dealing with immovable property 
that they cannot understand or make any
thing of them? The hon. Membe1· for 
Central Demerara has pronounced on 
certain points in connection with the Bill. 
He talks about the accumulated debts in 
Georgetown. Every rate is ,t charge on 
the property itself, and all the arrears of 
debts are charges on the p1·operties in 
Georget::nvn. When the Ordinance was 
passed giving 25 years for repayment of 
those debts the full amount of the arrears 
still remained a charge on the property, 
but the debts were payable annmilly by 
instalments and consequently it is when 
the instalment falls due a,t a particular 
date that proceedings can be taken to 
enforce the payment of it. If a man does 
not pay his current rates and proceedings 
iue taken and he also owes an instalment 
of the accumulated debt, the propel'ty is 
put up fot· sale and both of them will be 
paid out of the proceeds of the sale, but 
the purchaser of the property will be 
,:;ubject to the existing liability and he 
continues to pay the arrears in the manner 
provided for. 

·what troubles the hon. Member also
is para. (cl) of chtuse 2 an<l the proviso. 
The hon. Member is but a youthful legis
lator, and if he were not he would know 
that a proviso like this is in�erted in 
many statutes in similar circumRtances. 
It is frequently <lone where righ�s them
selves are not being conferred. He is 
quite wrong about the idea of this clause. 
It is simply to give people notice of what 
is taking place, so that they may t,Lke any 
action they may choose. The point is 
that the prnperty is going to be put up 
fo1· sale, and anybody who chooses will go 
and buy the property outright and the 

debt will be paid. If the bolder @f a regis
tered incumbrance chooses to buy the pro
.perty that ·is his affair, but he is 11ot 
invited to go there for that purpose. It 
is just that provision should be made to 
give him notice, so that he may attend and 
take what M;tion he likes, but the fact 
that the notice does not reach him shall 
not affect the operation of the law and the 
rights of parties who buy. If there is no 
registered address notice must be given at 
the property; and with regard to process 
of parnte execution the notice is served 
on the property alone. If a man happens 
to have a registered address the notice 
would be served there, but if he does not 
there is 110 obliga,tion to search for him; 
nor is there any strict necessity for the 
proviso, but it was thought that pruvision 
might be given to it in the Bill. 

1\fr. WIGHT: I am thankful to you, 
sir, fot· not proceeding further with the 
Bill this afternoon. I am also grateful to 
the Attorney-General for what he has said; 
but I have a serious grievauce against the 
Bill not protecting a creditor. For 
instance, if I hold a mortgage for $25,000 
on a property and it is put up for sale at 
execution, in order to protect my mort
gage I shall have to bid it up to $25,000 . 
Where am I to find the money to pay the 
Registrar, who keeps it for 14 days? 
Most solicitors represent wealthy insur
ance companies. But what is to happen 
to the ordinary individual who is without 
the means of obtaining the money? 

Tm: ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am 
afraid that the hon. Member is labouring 
under a 1nisapprehensiou. The position 
is that the creditor has the right to sell the 
property when the mom>y is due, and all 
lrn has to do is to put the propei-ty up for 
sale. If the creditor cannot buy the pro
perty it is his misfortune. You cau never 
have provision of that kind in the law 
anywhere. 

'l'RE PRESIDENT: I suggest to the 
hon. Member that he should consult his 
solicitor between now nnd tomorrow 
morning at 11 o'clock, at which time the 
Council will then meet. 

The Council :wcordingly adjourned until 
the following day at 11 o'clock. 




