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rIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 22nd Kovember, 1989. 

The Council met ,it 10.30 11,,m. pursua.nt 
to adjournment, His Excellency the Act
ing Governor, Srn ,JORN w ADDINGTON, 
K.O . .M.G., O.B.E. , President, in the Chair.

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. 

G. D. Owen, C.)1.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General Mr.
E. 0. Pretherne, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (!Sominated
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agl'iculture. 

· The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E.,
Colonial Trensurer.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E. (George
town North). 

The &,a. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E., 
(Nominated Unoflicial Member). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andracle, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. N . .'.\L )faclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hon. G. 0. Case, Directo1• of Pub
lic W 01 ks 11nd Sea Defences. 

'.l.'he Hon. L. G. Crease, Di1·ector of 
Erlucation. 

The Ilon. ll. R. \Yoocl, Conservator of 
Forest.s. 

The Hon. \
Y
. A. Macnie, Commissioner 

of L11hou1· 1u1<I Loral Go\·ernment ( Acting). 

The Ilo11. J. Eleaz,u· BPrbicc Rive•·�. 

The Hon. J. Gonqalves, O.B.E. (George
town South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Deruernrn ). 

The Hou. Jung Bnhadur Singh (Dem
erara-Esseq ucbo ). 

'l'he Ho1,. Peer :Pacclrns (Westem 
J3erbjce), 

The Hon. E. �J. Walcott (Nominated 
U uotlicial Mewber). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 
(Eastern Dewera.ra). 

The Hoo. C.R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Macke,• (Nomiua.ted
U notticia.l l\J ember). 

• 

The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western 
Essequebo). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo Hiver). 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting of 
the Council held on the 21st of November, 
1939, as printed and cfrculo.tecl, were 
confirmed. 

PAPER LAID. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table the following document :

Report of the Directors of the Public Officers' 
Guarantee Fund for the year 1938. 

ORDEH. O.F THE VAY. 

CusToMs DuTIEs (AMENDi\tENT No. 7) BILL. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptrnller of 
Customs): I move that "A Bill intituletl 
nn Ordinance further to amend the Customs 
Duties Ordinance, 1935, with respect to 
the Export Duties on Gold and Bauxite 
a.ud the Import Duties on Peti·oleum 
Spirit" be 1·ead a third time and paRsed. 

Mr. CASE (Director of Public Work1:1 

and Sea Defences) seconded. 

Question " That this Bill be no,t read a 
third time and pnFsed" put, and agreed to, 

ijill read the third time, 
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ESTIMATEB-1040. 
The Council resolved itseli into Com

mittee aud resumed consideration of the 
EstimtLtes of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1940, which have been laid on 
the table. 

AGRICULTURE, 
Item 1 (2)-Deputy Director of Agricul

ture, $4,320. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: Before we resume 
consideration of the item, I would ask 
Pr, fessor Dash to reply to some of the 
points raised in the debate under this 
Head. 

Profeuor DASH ( Director of Agricul
ture): Sir,-1 crave a few minutes in 
order to deal briefly with one or two of 
the mo,·e important points raised yest,e1·
dav in reference to this head of the Esti
mites. There are plenty of agricultural 
debates in Hansard, lengthy ones too, and 
I have no desire to add to these myself. 
I must confess it is a little disappointing 
that every year we go over the same old 
grou11d aud very little new is forthcoming 
to make the subject interesting even to 
those outside Council. 

With respect to the expenditure side
the total amount for the head is equiva
lent to 2 per cent. of the total expendi
ture of the Colony, an insignificant sum 
compared with the total value of your 
agricultural industries. During the last 
few ,ears at least three new ILCtivit.ies 
hare ·been taken within the scope of the 
Department's work-I refet· to Plant 
Breedlnt. Rice Grading and Co-operative 
Credit Banks-while the rerenue directly 
earned is approximately $10,000. When 
these facts and figures a1·e borne in mind, 
I submit, it ean faidy be claimed that the 
estimate must be regarded as the mini
mum at which efficiency can be main
tained. Afte,· all, the stock in trade of 
any Agricultural and Scientific Depart
ment is sta.ff, and this must therefore 
always appear as a relatiyely big item, 
compared with the estimate as a whole. 

In connection with the post of Deputy 
Director, hon. Membe1·s of this Council 
must appreciate that efficient supervision 
and co-ordination of all the various phases 
pf work ar� abfohitely essential if pro�resii 

is to be ensured. Unless all these pro
grammes of work are thot·oughly co-01·di-
11atetl and the wo1·k supervised efficiently, 
it is very little use having a 1Jep1u·tment 
of Agricul tu1·e at 1LII. 

The hon. Member for Central Demerara. 
(Mr. De Aguiar) confessed to some diffi
culty in following the estimate as drafted. 
I think, he rather suggested that it was 
prepared with the sole idea of confusing 
Council. (Voices : Hear, hear I) I submit 
that all the votes nnd all the notes-I am 
speaking of the items - at·e clear and fully 
explanato,·y. If any information can be 
supplied in detail when the Head is being 
considered, I will be very pleased to give 
it. He also suggested that there had 
been cuts in wages and pay to junior 
ranks. That, of course, is not correct. 
On the contrary serious efforts have been 
made to impl'ove the position of juniors. 

The hon. Member for Berbice River 
(Ml', Eleazar) rambled along in his inimit
able style and threw jibes at some Allot
ment 8cheme for unemployed and others 
near Georget ,wn. I confess not being 
able to follow the kind of criticism he was 
indulging in. I think most hon. Members 
would welcome at this time this Allotment 
Scheme, and it is essential that some land 
be provided fot· casual employees and
people of that type, who are willing to take 
garden plots. 

The hon. Membet· for the North Western 
District (Mr. Jacob) adopted his usual 
misleading attitude with respect to pt·o
duction in the Colonv'il main industt·ies. 
Leaving sugar out of the picture, the facts 
concernini; which being well known, and 
dealing mainly with rice, I would ask any 
hon. Member of this Council if a case can 
be fairly stated by l'eference only to one 
or two years 'l Sir, the exact position is 
that, bearing in mind increasing home 
consumption and in spite of a low price 
level over a period of years, and in spite 
of consecutive adverse or unfavourable 
seasons, rice exports during the present 
decade have been three times as gt·eat as
those of the previous decade. Those are 
the figures which count-not one year's at 
a time. The Autumn Crop now nearing 
completion will be one of the best ever 
harvested; the quality is excellent, and I 
can say the new regulations will give 
the rice-il'Ower q, bettr.r di!IJ,l thap h� h11-s 
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ever bad io the histol·y of the industry. 
I say that without fear of valid contra
diction. Unfortunately, the trouble with 
the hon. Member for No1·th Western Dis

trict is that he is always inclined to view the 
rice industry from his owu doo1·step with 
little l'egard for the industry as a whole. 

The position of coffee is dealt with in 
Your Excellency's Speech. Further, the 
report l'eferred to by the hon. Member 
wa� duly laid on the table in this Council 
se,·eral months ago. 

The hon. l\Iember for Western Essequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wigbt)-I am sorry he is uot 
in his seat this morning-proposed a com
mittee. to study t.he various agl'icultural 
products uf the Colouy wilh 11 view Io 
tbeil' exportation. That is precisely 
what the Board of Agriculture h1is been 
doing for some time past. It- has stll.died 
every 11gricultu1·al product we can Ll1ink 
of. .A mt-moraudum dealing with this was 
recently prepared and forwarded through 
Government to the Colo11i1Ll Empire 
Marketing Boa.rd for their views and 
assistance such as they cau provide, aud 
the l·eport received from t,IHLt Body just 
before the war was moi;;t disappointing 
and very discournging. I myself find it 
very difficult to help the hon. 1\lember. 
How does the hon. Member p1·opose to 
deal with produce which cannot. be dis
posed of? Gn:at difficulty is experienced 
in marketing even out· essential staples. 
The same factors that confront oul· staples 
coufront these minor products, if anything 
worse. 

In L'egal'd to committees iu general, I 
would s11.y that thPse 11.re only useful 11fler 
they have beeu fol'med if members attend, 
a.ucl I do uot think the attendauce record 
of sowe members is itself e11couragiug. 

'fhe so.me hon. Memhet· nlso referl'ecl to 
the Essequebo Commissio11's H.<:?port with 
which I had the hououl· to be 11ssociuted. 
I was Chairman of tha.t Com1Lisliion. He 
referred to the iudust.L'ies of the Coast. 
I think hon. Members of this Council are 
fully e.ware of the various recommendations 
wade in that report a.ud, therefore, J do 
not pl'Opose to go O\'er them uow. It is 
11.11 old story. 111 that report "hich had 
the best brains on it, leaving myself out of 
the pictuP, it is clearly stated that Sugai·, 
Rice and Livesl.ock were those best suited j 

indeed, this is the position in L'efel'ence to 
the Colony as a whole. Those are the 
main industries with which this Colony 
can bo fully associated, and Government's 
policy takes full cogui,,ance of this fact. 
This point has been made over and ove1· 
a.gain. It has been repeatedly p1·eached 
both in this Council and outside that these 
three industl"ies must be the backbone of

the Colony. 

I do not think there ii; need for me to 
say anything more at this stage. I am 
always glad to answer any questions a.bout 
the work of the Department, figures, esti
mates and anything we have to do with. 

Mr. JACOB: I suppo1·t the deletion of

this item and make the further recom
mendation that whenever a new officer i11 
to be appointed the salary scale must be 
con!!idera.bly reduced. I also desire to 
take this •opportunity to reply to or com
ment on what has been stated this room
ing by the hon. Director of Agriculture 
with some amount of warmth relative to 
what I had stated yeste1·da.y. When a 
responsible Government Officer like the 
Director of Agriculture has the temerit,y 
to get up here and say that the figures 
quoted by roe a.bout low prices a.re mis
leading, I wonder what to expect from 
this Government when one of its advisel·s 
adopts an attH,ude like that. What a.re 
the facts? Tf I a.m goini:c to be continu
ally accused iu t,bis Council of givinu mis
leading information, then I shall ha

0

ve to 
retaliate. I quoted figures from a repo1·t 
of the Depal·tment, and I protest against 
being accused of giving misleadi.Dglnform
a.t.ion. If anyone is misleadin

lft 
tllip it is

the last speaker. I quot.ed 1lglltes here 
to show that the export of rice has 
<lecliued by mot·e tha.11 50 per cent. during 
the last eight or teu years. Tb&t is iu 
accordance with the report of the Direct
or of Agriculture. I quoted figures of the 
value of rice ta.ken frolll th(l.t report, and 
the figures are approximately the same 
ten ye:i.rs a.go as they are to-d11.) What 
can be considered misli>ading abou, that 
is beyond my comprehension. 

As regards the local consumption, why 
bas the hon. Director not stated in his 
repOl·t what is the local consumption ? Is 

it beyond the capacity of him and his 
highly paid officers to do that? I should 
certainly like to see the figul·es of thv 



91 E,limatea, 19J,.O �2 :No'VEDIIB, 19'39. -Committee o/ Supply '92

loca.1 con,umption of nce stated in the 
lJepartment'::; report. I claim to know as 
much about the industry as anyone else in 
I his Colony. Since my re tum to the 
Colony five days ago I have done nothing 
else but iuteniewing people concerning the 
industry, a,lll] I mu.ke bold to say that 
what I said yesterd1\y has been coufinued 
by everyone who spoke to me since. 

As regards the Estimates, I can plac:e 
no reliance upon the estimates of the 
Depa1 tment of Agriculture. I have been 
told recently that the export of rice for 
1940 would be about 30,000 tons as com
pared with 14,000 toms this year. I a.m 
giving t,hese figures because I propose la.Ler 
on to refer to them. If in l 93t t,he 
exports of rice were 29,000 tons valued at 
$36.40 per ton, and in 1938 the exports 
were reduced to 12,888 tons valuerl nt 
$14.70 pet· ton-the time when there was 
this control-and this year the exports 
would not be more then 14,000 tons, it is 
beyond my comprehension to under
stand how in 1940 the exports woulJ Le 
about 30,000 tons, Those figures have 
been supplied tn me by the hon. Colo11ial 
Secret1try and a.lso by the hon. Colonial 
1 reusurer, who is now Chairman of this 
suggested Board or the Board in opern
tion now. I want to warn Government 
against !LCcepting those figure�. They are 
u.bsolutely wrong, and I would like to 
know how they have been computed am] 
how this 30,000 tons is going to be 
exported next year mouth by mouth. 
That will put us uearer the solution. I

have beeu on the Rice Ma1·keti11g Board 
in au a<I visory ca.pacity for six years, a.11d 
the figu1·es supplied by 1,he Depa1·tment 
are neve1· found to be correct when gone 
iuto carefully. Let the estimates be gone 
into cal'efully and it will be seen that "hat 
I have stated is absolutely correct.. I go 
further and say thel'e is the habit iu this 
Council among Government Membel's to 
confuse issues. 

The hon. Director· in his reply this 
morning stated thu.t the expenditure of 
the Depal'tment is only two pe1· cent. of 
the Colony's expenditure. It is most 
nonsensical to make such a comparison. 
1t is clearly stated in the estimates of tl:e 
Department that the total for· this year is 
$lio,9i7, as compared with l!-93,977 in 
192ft. 'l'hat shows that expenditure on 
the Dtipa.rtmeut has beeu increased by 

$32,000 within te11 y1.•ars. Whal jusLifil·a
tioo have we got for such an increase iu 
the face of decreasing exports in eve1·y
t,hing except sugar. As I stated yesterday, 
I do not wa.ut to ente1· into auv contro
versy. Let those who are re<1ponsible 
give credit to the Department, but 1 will 
net. I want to ma.ke it perfectly clear 
that this Departmeut l1as failed miserably. 
'l'he officers iu·e too highly paic.l a.nd do 
not do the work they should. Some
thing ought to be doue to reduce the 
expenditure 011 it, a11d tlie t.axpayers be uot 
burdened with this i11creasi11g expenditurn 
year a.fter yea!'. Thill i1:, bO for as item 2 
is concerned. 

Mr. DE AGUJ.AH,: lt would appear 
from the remarks that fell from the lips 
of the hon. Director of Agriculture that 
the ruiud of Govel'llmeut is already wade 
up so far as the motion liefore the Council 
for the deletion of the post of Deputy 
Directo1· of .Agl'icultun, a.t least tempo
rarily is conce, ned. I have risf'n first 
of all to express my persomd regret 
tha.t Govennneut- sees 110 wisdom in the 
suggf'stion put forward. I would u.lso 
regret if that dechiiou was reached as 
the result c,f the ilueut speech made 
by t,he ho11. Director of Agriculture, 
which we are so accustomed to receive 
from him in reply to a debate ou his 
l>epartmeut. But J suggest that a. closer
exa.miua.tion of all tlmt he has said cel'
taiuly does 11ot co11 \'ince me, t do not
know if it lnts convinced other hon.
Members. He attempts to bolster up the
expe11diLure of his Department by stating
Ll11�t the total expenditure undel' the Head
represents 011ly two per cent. of the
Colony's expe11diture. I would like to ask
whether tlmt is sufficient grc,und for the
expenditure of this wonn. \Vould it not
ha\'e been better if the li'on. Director in
making comparisons h11.d stated that the
Colouy's export�, i11cludiug all agricultural
items, totalled $ ,3,000,000 and Govern
menl,'s expenditure represents $6,000,000?
\\'hen you put, those figures alongside each
other und try lo compare thew with the
two pet· cent. tlia.t lhe ho11. Dii-ector talks
so much about., I aru sure it would be
agreed that lw has not made out a case to
justify the heavy expenditure on his
Depurtruent. I I ather expected him to
say this morni11g that his estimates were
considered by the Advisory Board of
Agriculture allll had beeu approved by
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them. If that is so, perhaps, those mem
be1·1:1 of the Board who are Members of 
this Council will proh11,bly support them. 
As fa.1· as I know, if these estiwat.es ha.cl 
been considered by the Board they were 
not considered before they were pl'eseuted 
to this Council. Therefore, if these esti
mates are now going to be considered by 
those hon. Members, it would be the views 
or recommeudations of the Department it
self rather thau I he views of the members 
of that BoiHd. But further than that. 
The Board of Agritulture as iL exists to
day is only advi1Sory-and T would add 
my pe1·1:1on11,l regret that this is so, because 
I 11,m p11,rtly respousihle for a Board func
tioning agaiu. It was iu the natu1·e of a 
compromise that it wus made advisory 
at the �ime. The Board, I have i11 mind, 
is the one const,ituteJ under Chapter urn

of the Colony's Laws. That i,; I.Lie Board 
I would like to see funcLioning and not 
the one in exisleucP 1tt the present time. 
I had hoped 1,hat the Government of the 
day woulJ have seen the wisdom later on 
to reinstitute the Board as it existed 
under the Ordinance I have just referred 
t·•. But 110, it was a "sop" at the 
moment, and I regret hnvi11g 11,cct>pted it. 
I had great confideuce that something 
would have uee11 done, huL from itll I have 
heard since t,ha Boiu·d wns constituted 
very little, if auythi11g, has been done and 
certainly nul, what I had hoped for. 

The hon. Director of Agriculture goes 
ou to say that ho11 . .Members should not 
expect rnsulLs in one ot· two years. \Yell, 
sir, this Deparl,ment, was reorganised in 
1926-thirteen years 11,go-and from the 
Comparatirn Statement of figures it would 
be seen tl11Lt year after year-

Profes• or DASH: It was reorganised in 
1928. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Eleven years ago, 
and year after year the annual vote of this 
Department has been rising. In 1929 it 
was $03,000, irnd there had been a steady 
rise evp1•y year since then. In 1930 it 
was $ 16,000, in 193 l it was $112,000, 
and in 19:32 when instructions were given 
to reduce expeoditu10 at all cost it was 
$ l08,000. Immedi11,tely aftet· 1932, when 
the financial position of the Colony began 
to improYe and we st:LrLed to receive 
grants-in-aid, the amounts were $112,000 
in 1933, $113,000 iu 1934, $119,000 iu 

1935, $121,000 in 1936, $118,000 in 1937, 
$121,000 in 1938 and now $125,000. It 
seems to me that the two years the hon. 
Director has asked fo1· is long ovel'<foe, 
and one expects him to show us wh11,t pro
gress bas been made by his Department 
since its reorganisation in 1928. I must 
coufess that hon. Members are not as wise 
in agricultural matters as t.lie hon. 
Director. 

One other point I wish to make, and iL 
is this. 'l'he hon. Dil'ector has d1·a.wn 
certain conclusions from the remu.rks I 
made. I am glad he referred to them. 
Thero \I as a further inference in my 
remarks which he has omitted, whether 
purposely or otherwise I cannot say. The 
inference I was trying to dt·aw the Cou1rnil's 
aLtention lo was that there was un inc1·ease, 
and I would ask the hon. Director to sav 
definiLely whether or not there is an i�
crease under this head either in status, 
perhaps, or in s11,laries p11,id. Tb11,t was 
the inference I wanLed him to draw, 11,ud 
that is the iuference hon. Members h11,ve 
drawn, but he only drew the inference of 
coufueion. 1 may menti,in that I intended 
hirn to think that I was in a state of 
confusion. Now that he thinks that he 
has eulightened me, when the item is chal
lenged hLLer on he ma.y give the desired 
infot·mation. 

l\fr. SEAFORD : I happen to be one of 
the members of this Advisory Board of 
Agriculture, but I was not in the Colony 
when the eiitimates of the Department 
were considered by that Board. I think 
it is only fair t.o state that when one sits 
on a Board of that kind and considers 
estimates from the Department, one quite 
naturally tries to do the best one can 
for the Department, but at the same time 
one has no idea of what the p1·csent 
finances of the Colony are like. Althou..,h 
one thiuks a thing is possible and hop�s 
to put it through wh&n sittiag as an 
advi�er on a. Board, when one comes to 
the Chambe1· here and sees what t.he real 
con�ition of_ the finance� of _the Colony is,
I tl1111k, one 1s perfectly Justified in cl111,ua
iug one's opinion as regards any ite� 
which ought to be included or excluderl. 
I 11,m gning to appeal to Government to 
reconsider this point. I do feel that iu 
the light of the present crisis and t,he 
financial condition of the Colonv the vote 
for a Deputy Dil'ector of Agri�ultu,e is 
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ra.ther iu the wa.y of a luxut·y. We are 
curtailing expenditure iu other ways 
which, in my opinion, are even more 
important t,han this. One of these, I 
have in mind, is the Pure \Vatet· Supply 
Scheme. I consider that is of far greater· 
importance to the Colony-its health and 
its people-than the post of Deputy 
Director of Agriculture, though it may be 
necessary. 

I am going to appeal to the hon. 
Director of Agricultut·e, if the members 
of his staff would only do a little more 
wo1·k and t1·y Lo make up for the loss of 
this post of Deputy Director, it could be 
done without for the present. I do not 
think that 1� single soul in that Depart
ment will refuse to give the utmost help 
he can in the present crisis through which 
we are passing. ,ve have got lo rely upon 
ourselves 1LUd, I think, we should do our 
\'ery utmost. I appeal to Government, if 
it can see its way for the time bPing to 
exclude the item.

TaE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps I way say 
at t,his stage what the position is in regard 
to th is item. The appointment of an 
officer to fill the post was referred to the 
Secretary of State fo1· the Colonies some 
time ago, but J have not been informed so 
far that the post has been filled. I think 
that the post is a nPoessary one and that 
it will have to be filled. I do agree, how
ever, that at the present time there is 
need for economy in every possible way, 
and I propose to suggest to the Secretary 
of State that for the time being the post 
be not filled, unless active steps have been 
laken already to that end. At the present 
time I cannot agt·ee to delete the item 
from the Estimates, but I give the assur
ance to hon. Members that the post will 
not be filled at any rnte a.t the preseut 
time, if the Secretary of State has not 
already taken action. 

Mr. AUSTIN: In my opw1on this 
Department is one of the Governmeut 
Departments that need a Deputy Head. 
After all, the Head of this l>epartmeut is 
only human ; he is entitled to leave or he 
may get ill, and somebody has to do his 
work while he is absent from his desk. 1 t 
may be said that we are crnssing Lhe 
streaw at the moment and, I think, it i11 
very unwise not to fill the post of DepuLy 
Direclor in these particulat· times. \Ve 

who are connected with the sugar indua
try-although some people do not think 
so-come into very close touch with other 
a.gricultura.l industries, and the views I 
have heard expressed by many persons a.re 
that they are very much in favour of keep
ing the Agl'icultural Department up to its 
present strength. They coutend over and 
over again that although they do not get 
as much as they expect from the Depart
ment, yet the Depat·tment is doing good 
work in the villages and outlying stations. 
I do not see how the hon. Director can carry 
on 11g1·iculture-a. very important industry 
in this Colony-if he has not got someone 
to assist him and to carry on the work 
when he happens to be away. I feel that 
the Director of Agl'iculture along with 
certain othet· Heads of Departments, such 
as the .Director of i\ledical Services and 
the Commissioner of Land::1 and Mines, do 
not move about sufficiently as they are 
kept too busy at t,heir desks in Georgetown 
doing more or less secretarial work. They 
should be moving 1Lbout the couutl'y a.dvis
iug and 11ssist,ing the residents outside the 
City area. I hope that this item will be 
kept on the Estinmtes. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: Your Excelleucy, I 
cert!l.inly thank you for the expression of 
opinion and promise you barn made, and I 
know that Your Excellency will do what 
you say. It seems useless to press the 
motion against GovPrnment's desil'e, but I 
wish before I witbdrnw it to say that this 
Department has certainly ouLgrown auy
thing that was contemplated when an 
attempt was made to appoint a Ueputy 
Director. N othi11g extmordinary has 
happened sinc·e, nor anything done to war
mnt its coutinuance. I cannot uuderstal'd 
how hon. l\lembers staadiug here can argue 
and expect other people to beliern that t,hit1 
oflicer is indispenb,�blP. He is uot. t,J ore 
than l1t1.lf the staft of that Departmentcau be 
sent a.way with advantage to the Colony. T 
say that without fear of valid contradiction. 
With regal'd to the argument adduced 
about the Heads of Departments being at 
their desks, the Dfrector of Agriculture i!J 
always at his de!lk. That is what you 
want a Deputy Dil'ector for, to sit at his

desk and the clerks or other oillcers go 
outside. 

\\·itl1 due deferenc<' to wlmt You1· 
Excell1mcy \1as sai<l, I know of my 
own knowledge an instance in which oue 
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of your predecessors bad sent to the 
Secretary of State for the appointment of 
two officers and subsequently thought he 
could appoint some person in this Colony 
who he felt was competent to do the work. 
He promptly asked the Secretary of State, 
who ha.d already mo.de tho appointments, 
not to get two officers but only one, and 
that request was granted; one officer was 
-sent out by the Secretary of State instead
of two, ancl the person the Governo1· had
in mind was appointed. In this instance
we are asking the Government, now that
it has not a1:1 yet heard from the Secretary
of State as to wha.t he has done in the
matter, to tell i1im that the Elected Mem
bers at least consider that we can do "ith
out this officer.

In the present state of thing;;, we should 
like to reduce our most necessary estab
lishments, like the Colonial Secretary's 
Office and the Registrar'1:1 Office, but we 
cannot do so by telling the people who 
are there that we do not want them. It 
is also not fair at this juncture to reduce 
salaries, but where an appointment is to 
be made opportunity should be taken to 
introduce that reduction by way of 
retrenchment. Now that we have to find 
money for things of more importance, I 
appeal to Your Excellency in this matter. 
I am really pressing for the deletion of 
this item, with all due deference to what 
Your Excellency has stated. Government, 
I know, is in sympathy with the expres
sion of opinion that at a time like , his, 
when the Wai· is causing additional burden 
a.II around and when wo a1-e thrown back 
on ou1· own resources to fiod money which 
hitherto we looked to come from the 
Imperial Government, wherever retrench
ment can be made without injury to 11,ny
one it should be made even though it 
means a little more inconvenience to uny 
particul&r Department. 

.Mr. LEE : I would like to join in the 
appeal that this item be deleted. I have 
t1·a.velled about my constituency and, as 
fa1· a.s I see, I do not know that this 
Department has done anything good for 
the people there. Everywhern I have been, 
1 have not seen any progress or advance
ment made in 1·ega.rd to the activities of this 
Department. As the hon. Member for Ber-
1,ice River has pointed out, there are many 
other things in the Budget for which we have 
to mid mone,r and w}licb IH� of IJ}ore impor-

ta.nee than this item, and, therefore, the ap
pointment can wait over until such time as 
this Colony can afford the expe11diture. 
This Colony cannot afford it at the present 
moment, nnd before this money is spent to 
have a Deputy Director of Agriculture 
I would suggest that Government devote 
it toward� feedi1Jg the chi!d1·en of the poor, 
who have to go without food. The money 
will thus be applied to a more useful pur
pose than in bl'inging a Deputy Directo1· 
of Agriculture, who can be of little or no 
use, as his Department is of no use to the 
Colony at the present time. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Your Excellency, I

understand you to say that you have had 
no advice from the l-'ecretarv of State as 
to the post having been filled.· If such is 
the case, I throw out the suggestion that 
you defe1· consideration of this particular 
item until you have found out from the Sec
retary of Stute whether he has promised 
anyone the appointment. We may then hM•e 
a division on it. As regards the remarks 
made by the last hon. speaker, it seems such 
a pity to me that he doei; not think a good 
deal more before he speaks. I have seen 
questions which he has asked not ouly 
here but in other places, 11nd I have pleaded 
with him that he should sa,·e money by 
not asking so many questions and therehy 
reduce the printing vote. He gave a 
solemn promise to do so, but I am sur
prised to find that within the last few days 
that promise has been broken. 

Dr. SINGH: When I became a ::\fember 
of this Council nine years ago, I cannot 
remembet· seeing the term " Deputy" 
appearing on the Estimate11. Hecently, 
however, it has been creeping up in nearly 
every Department, and 1 propose to 
oppo e it wh<:'rever it occurs. 

)fr. LEE: As reg11,rcls the remarks 
made by the hon. Nominated Membe1·, 
Mr. ,v alcott, I would like to say that I 
ask question, so as to bring to the know
ledge of Govemment all the wrongs that 
are being done to the public. Perhaps, if 
he was a Member of the Executive Coun
cil he would know that the questions a1·e 
asked I ecause the wrongs are not remedied, 
and I would like the public to know about 
it. 

TaR CHAIRMAN : I can add nothing 
to wl)a.t I haye alrea.d,}' sa.id in this 111atter, 



99 EstimatPs, 1940 22 Nov1rnmrn, 1939. -Committl'P of Su,pply 100

I hri.ve already told this Council what the 
position is and wba.t I propose to do in 
the matter. I am tLfraid I can go no fur
ther than that. 

�Ir. SEAFO HD : Except the under
taking from you, that if it is possible you 
would defer the 1tppointment of this officer 
in the mettntime on account of the present 
condition of thiugs. 

THE CHAiltMAN: 'l'hat is what I 
said. I am prepttred to wire the Secretary 
of State and sa.y that if he has not filled 
the post he should defer it for the time 
being. 

Mr. SEAFORD : Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN: But I am not pre
pared to delete th,-. item from the Estimates. 
I think the post is a. necessary one and 
may be filled later. 

l\l r. ELEAZAR : May it not assist 
Your Excellency if you ttike n. division to 
show the feeling of the Council? What 
you iutend to do will have the support of 
at least the Elected Section of the 
Council. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
lrns moved the deletion of the item, and I 
p1 opose to put that to the Council. 

Mr. SEAFORD: By putLing that, if it 
is carried it would seem that we do not 
accept your word as to whitt you propose 
to do. 

Tm CH.AIR�IAN: The position is 
different. CerL1Li11 hon. Members want the 
item deleted entirely, and th:ot lwing 
moYed it must be put,. 

Question put, :Lnd the Commit.tee divided 
,L� f111low� :--

/"o,·-Messt·s. Lee, !\la.eke\', J,Lcob, 
Hu111µhry�, Peer Ba.cchuB, Lie • .\gui,Lr, 
Gonsalves, Ele11za1·, Seaford and Dr. 
8ingh-10. 

Against-Messrs. Jackson, ,Yulcott, 
Macnie, Wood, Crease, Case, D'A11dmde>, 
Austin, i\lcD1wid, Dias, Dr. Maclennan, 
Professor Dash, the Attorney-General and 
the Colonial Secretary-14-, 

M.otion Jost, 

Mr. LEE: I do not know if it would be 
of auv assistance to st,ite, when cabling 
the Secretary of State, that the whole of 
the Elected Sec.:tion voted for the deletion. 

Hern 1(4)-Veterinary Surgeon ($2,880 
to $3,360 by $120), $:�,000. 

Mr. JACOB: The division that has 
been taken shows that the Elected Member<; 
are unanimous for the deletion of the post 
of Deputy Director of Agriculture. T 
have in mind itn uncle1·taking gi ,•en by the 
Secretary of 8tate thitt if the 11:Jecti ,·rs 
are unanimous on anv occasion due con• 
sideration will be given to their request. 
I respectfully request that wheu cabling, 
Your Excellency will cause Lhat fnct to be 
tt·ansmitted to the Secretttry of Sttite. 

As regards this item, while I have 
nothing against it I would like to be 
advised what wtts the natu1·e of the services 
rendered in this Colony by the previous 
holder of the office, and whether Govern
ment is satisfied that the Colony gets 
benefit from the appointment. I have 
nothing against the oliice1· concerned, but 
I am sot-ry to say that Government hns 
not made prope1· use of the Lime of its 
Veterinary Surgeon. While Lhe1·e is some 
satisfaction to know that the present 
holder of the post is getting ,t s11rn.lle1· 
saln.ry than his predecessor did, I do not 
know whether Government intends to 
utilize hi� services in the manner tl1P- ser
vices of the previous holder ,Tere utilizer]. 
I do not want to say anything against the 
present holdet· of the post us he is a 
"creole" of the Colony and, 1 hope, will 
devote all hi� services t.o the itdvanceme>nt 
and progres� of this cou11try. I had the 
pleasure of mecti11g him on the Dairy 
l'roducLs CorumiUee, buL I was extreme!\· 
disappointed not only at the 1Lttitude l1°e 
adopted there but. with the figures 1tncl 
facts he submitted. I do not know where 
that Committee's report is, "hethPr it is 
still in Lhe hands of some rnen1ber or with 
the Chait-man, but I do hope something 
will be done in tlrnt important hrnnch of 
this Colony's agl'iculturnl resout',·es, nnd 
that it will be pur�ued with the utmost 
co.re and attention. 

In this Colony we are importing from 
foreign sources d11.iry products such u,; 
butter, condensed milk, etc., nnd I 1u11 

sorry to think that this Goyel'IIQ1ent h�cl 
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not in the past made any attempt to let 
this Colony supply Hs own requirements 
and that of the neighbouring West Indian 
Islands in respect of those products. 
Jamaica, which i1:1 not a Colony like this, 
has started a coadensery. I wonder if 
the hon. Director of Agriculture is not 
aware of what is going on in that 
Colony. I do not know how Government 
Officers work in this Colo11y. I am son·y 
to make these remarks, but I have tn. 
This Colony bas not progressed and will 
never progress under existing conditions. 
Dairy products are necessary in thiR 
Colony, and I hope that the Cowmittee's 
report has been submitted and I l13,t some
thing will be done. 

Looking at the report of the Director 
of Agriculture, if this Depa1·tme11t iH not 
playing with the situation I do not know. 
We had in the pa.st a Veterinary Surgeon 
who was pa.id $:3,360 per an11um, but the 
present olliccr is now beil1g pai1l �3,000 
per annum plus pensiou rightH, lump sum 
bonus, leave aocl other allowances. \Vilat 
is this officer doing for that? Ile is only 
looking after three pure bred bulls at 
La. B .. lle Alliance; two cows, five heifers, 
9 bulls, one Holstein-creole bull, and 
another lot of bulls, heifers and cnh·es 
at the Geprgetown Farm. Oue "oul•l 
imagine that Government has a real Stock 
Fat·m fot· the services of such a highly 
paid officer to be used in a better 
way. I do want to make an appeal that 
the officers of this Department devote 
more of theil' time to thcil' work, th , t 
these highly paid officers give all their 
service to the Colony so that the Colony 
may pro,p·ess. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR : This is not one of tile 
items I would like to see deleted. I 
feel that the Department should have 1� 

Vet.erinary Surgeon-and a g,,od one too. 
i have every reason to believe that this 
youngster, who now holds tile post n.rd 
who is full of ene1·gy, will give satisfaction. 
It is absuiJ to give a man $3,000 a year 
to look after a few bead of cattle. It, is 
not good policy to engage such men if 
you have no work to give them. It is 
not good enough to engage a. Veterinary 
Surgeon at this price only to look itfler 
thirteen heucl of cuttle. 

TnE CH.AIRMAN : Perl1aps the hc,11. 
Mewber does not understand that tht! 

officer is Veterinary Surgeon and not 
Stock Manager. 

Mr. ELEAZAl1: I apprecitite that, but 
it does not alter the situation. A rose 
called by any other name smells just as 
sweet. I am not against the item. I see 
you are inclined to have it and, therefore, 
I will say no more. 

Item 1(8)-4 Agriculturnl Superintend
en ts, $ I 0,303. 

Mr. JACOB: I think the number of 
these Ag1·icultural Superintendents should 
be reduced by one or two. I do not, think 
tho Colony can afford to pay four of them 
such high salaries. I do not know what 
they do. They are supposed to submit 
figures or returns of cattle, rice, etc., and, 
as [ have said before, 1 he returns for rice 
planted, the acreage reaped and the pro
duction have been eotil'ely unreliable. I 
do protest against this increasing e:xpendi
ture and the services of these officers not 
being properly utilized. I thiuk that i,he 
amouut of the item should be reduced by 
lrn,lf. 

Professor DASH: I would like to say 
before the idea gets around tlmt what the 
hon. Member has said is correct, that all 
the returns made to the Marketing Board

anJ other Bodies interested in rice are 
worked out with very great care and are 
a very close approximation of the real 
thing. There is no difficulty in working 
closely on those returns Io the Marketing 
Board. It is a very difficult task and the 
ollicers. are doing it extremely well.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am sorry the hon. 
Director got up to sped, so quickly, as I 
wanted some info1·mation about this item, 
I desire to enquire whether it is the I olicy 
of Government that the post of Agricul
tural Superintendent should be fixed in 
fu•ure on the scale of $2,160 to $2,880 
per annum as soon. as vacancies arise. I 
would like to know whether the policy has 
been decided upon that the minimum 
should be reduced and the maximum 
retained. If that is so, Government will 
hear something more about it. 

TIIE COLONIAL SECRE l'ARY: The 
gene1al question has not been consiuel'ed, 
hut in this particular case the question 
ca.me before Government fot· considen.1,tiou 
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and it will be found that the appoint
ment in this instance has een made at 
the lower scale of salal'y. s regards the 
future no decision has been arri vcd at. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: Mi�y I ask whether 
it was found possible to fix IL lowet· mini
mum by reason of the fact Lhat the pl'esent 
appointee is recruited from the Service? 
111 it a loca.l appointment? 

'rnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. 

Mr. LEE: Looking at the 1938 Esti
mates I find then, a vole for four Agricul
tura.1 ::5uperintendents. I notice now there 
are to be five of them. Is that the way to 
effect economy ? 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: To a 
point of correction. I do not, quite see 
where the hon. Member gets "five" from. 

Mr. LEE: I beg your p1.nlon (laughler1, 

Dcaliug with Agriculturnl Superintcudcnts, 
I would like to ask Government that they 
pay m0re visits to Lhe Agricultural In

structo1·s in order to see Llmt the work of 
the Department is beiug carried on 
properly. 

Afr. JACOB: Do I understand that 
there are four Agricultural Superinten
de11t!l at the moment, and that a new one 
is to be appointed? 

THE COLONIAL SECfiETARY: These 
estinmtes were framed before the appoint
ment was made. There are four Agl'icul
tul'll,I Superiutendents, the fourth having 
recently arrived in the Colony. I am 
801'1')' I did not draw hon. Members' atten
tion to the fact, as the note to the item 
does convey the impression that there is a 
vacancy. 

Mr. J A.COB: Here we have a new ap
pointment increasing the expenditure 11nd 
bunlen of this Colouy. I think we have 
expressed it quite clearly here within the 
last few days that we do not think there 
should be new apporntroents under exist
ing condiLions. '.l'here should be uo new 
appointment unless it is absolutely necrs
sarv. Ne11rlv even· Elected J\Jember 
wo�ld llgree • I lmt tl;ei 1· coustiluen ts are 
not ut all Sllfo-fied "ith the work of this 
Dt•partment a11d desire that its expendi
iu1 c should be reduced. I do ask that if 

it is possible there should be no further 
new appointments. 

Af,., DE AGUfAR: Having raised the 
question, I would like to inform the hon. 
�I ember that I am satisfie<1 with the 
explanation given. 'l'ho appoin•meut was 
made to fill a vacancy. I 1miy remind the 
hon. Member that where the hon. Director 
has got away with the goods is th,1t the 
numbe1· of Agricultural Superintendents 
was increased last year. ,v e had 1t te1·
rific debate in this Council ov.cr it. The 
increase actually took place last yea.r. 
Since then another vacancy arose and a 
new office,· was appointed. There will be 
a saving when new officers arc appointed. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: When tho hon. J\lem
bet· said there were five Agricultural 
Superintendents, I heard a very loud 
"No." I am seeing "five" on the Esti
mates. I see fou1· as item 8 and one 
Assistant as item 11. Putt.ing the prefix 
"Assistant," does it not make that officer an 
Agricultural Superintendent? Your Excel
lency, the hon. Direct.or shoul<l not be 
allowed to throw dust into the eyes of the 
Council. I have a recollection that ab 
the time when the Committee of this 
Council decided there should be no more 
House Allowances, this Department one 
month later brought in these Superin
tendents and Government allowed each a 
House Allowance. '1.'here are four of 
them, and an,,ther bas been added and 
called an Assistant. ,ve have only three 
Counties, and if you divide Demerara into 
two placing one officer on the ,vest Coast 
and another on the East Coast, you need 
only four Superintendents. What is the 
fifth, the Assistant, to do? That is how 
this Department has been growing from 
time to time. By a little bit of legerde
main and glib talking it gets things 
through. I am going to move the deletion 
of that item. 

Item 1(9)-Agricultural Economist 
($2,400 to $2,880 by $1�0), $2,880. 

1\fr. JACOB: 1\Jay I enqui1e what is 
the actual work of the Agricultural 
Economir.t? 

Professor DA.SIT: I think it "'as 
explained al full length when the matter 
came up in the C.:ouncil .some years ago. 
This Council bad agteed, on Govern-
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ment'e advice, to a programme of economic 
surveys extending over a period of years. 
The general view was to make 1L study of 
the economics relating to Agriculture not 
only in Bdtish Guiana but the whole 
West Indies. It was fully approved by 
Government and the Secretary of State, 
and this officer was engaged mostly on 
that work. I think it would be recalled 
that this office1· carried out some ve1·y 
important studies in connection with the 
cost of living, did the cane-farming survey 
of East Demerara, the sources of revenue 
to the farmers, and is now engaged on rice 
surveys on Lhe West Coast, Demerara, and 
live stock survey. These surveys are 
essential if we are to be able to rightly 
advise peasants how to proceed with gen
eral farm management. It is Lhe common 
system in vogue in all up-to-date Depart
ments, iind the work is proceeding in that 
direction. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
11,sked what it is, and I cannot underst11.nd 
what is the officer's real office. He asked 
for a definition and got none at all. I do 
not know what qualification lie has. I do 

· not know whether an estate driver at $tl a
month cannot do the same thing that he 
is doing. What ha.ppened yea.rs ago does
not enlighten us on that point.

Mr. J ACOR: I am not at all s1Ltisfietl
with the hon. Director ' s explanation. I 
want to know if it is Government's inten
tion to keep the oflicer on permanently. 
l see great economies but in the wrong
direction-economies in reducing exports, 
reducing local production even of food
stuffs resulting in increased importation 
of food which can easily be produced in 
this Colony. If Lhat is Lhe job this 
gentleman is engaged on and if Govern
ment did not make use of his advice-it 
cannot be denied that proper use was not 
ma.de of hie advice-then steps ought to
be taken to abolish this post. 

Item 1(11)-Assistant Agricultural 
Superintendent ($1 /80 to $2,160 by 
$120), $] ,985. 

Mr. LEE: I thought I was mistaken, 
but now I find that I am correct. It will 
be found that in this vear's estimates 
there are 22 Agricultural instructors and 
Assislauls, and last year there were only 
eighteen. I would like to know whether 

the numbe1· has been really increased by 
four. 

THtc CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
can raise that when he comes to the 
relative item dealing with Assistants 
separately. Tbe number is the same as 
last year. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I must take this 
opportunity to point out that this is 
where some confusion arises, and if the 
hon. Director hu<l explained the point 
thoroughly at the begiuuing instead of 
1·eferring to the confusion of my remarks

this would not be. I would put the ques
tion quite straight to him. Is there an

increase in the personnel of this Depart
ment for 11ext year? That is what hon. 
Members would like to be satisfied upon. 

Profes•o1· DASH: There is no increase. 
l\lost of Lhese items on the Estimates 
have Leen there for many years, and it is 
surprising tha.t more is not known about 
them. 'l'he only new arrangement is 
that we have succeeded in formulating a 
system to help a n·umber of junior men 
who are paid from val'ious votes by bring
ing them into a group under "Technical 
�ssistants." It is only giving them a 
little more status. Theil' case came up 
before Government anrl had the fullest

cousidemtion, and it was felt that these 
employees, who had served so well, should 
be given a little ruol'e status in Lhe uew 
grouping. 

Tn� CHAIRMAN : Pet·h,ips I way 
explain that these posts to which the ho11. 
Director has referred come uude1· item HI 
and if hon. i'tlembers wish to rnise th; 
point they can do it unde1· that. Aput't 
from that, tbern is no change nt all. 

Item 1(12)-Assistant Plant Breedc1· 
($1,440 to $ I ,6rn by $120), $1,680. 

l\fr. SEAFOl'{D : While I was away on 
leave I was uaturnlly interested in the 
Colony and with the stai-ting of this 
Central Rice Mill in Essequebo, and I 
came in touch with several of the very 
large broke1·s ao<l dealers in rice in the 
United Kingdom. We in thill Council 
are very prone to criticise a11d, I think if 
praise is due it should be meted o'ut. 
Those gentlemen paid a very high tribute 
to the quality and standard of our loca 
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padi. They said that the padi produced 
here is the finest they had ever seen, 
the improvement in the last few years has 
beea phenomenal and the people responsible 
for it are to be congratulated. I think it 
is only fair to the people who have been 
doing that work that it should be men
tioned. 

M.r. 0. V. WIGHT : I am very glad for 
the statement made by the hon. :Member 
for Georgetown North. I am glad to bear 
that the standard of our padi is such that, 
perhaps, some day it wiU warrant a better 
price of padi to the grower. If we are 
going to have these eulogies about our 
padi, I think, the producer should get 
some benefit. I regret I was not here 
earlier this morning but, perhaps, I can 
take the opportunity at this stage to men
tion a fact in support of the Committee I 
have suggested that Your Excellency in 
your speech to this Council has clearly 
indicated the necessity for its appointment. 
I have no greater 11uthority in support of 
that Committee than Your Exc�llency's 
own words which, with youL· permission, I 
will read:-

While it is not yet possible to gauge the 
effect of the war on the import trade, it is 
clear that our export trade should increase, for 
the raw materials which the Colony produces 
are of vital importance to the struggle in 
which tho Empire is engaged and the national 
interest as well as that of our local trade 
demands an extension of production. 

That is why I made mention of the 
fact and, I am inclined to think, if 
Your Excellency's words are to be put 
into effect this Department mn.y be in
creased. I would like to heal' it definitely 
stated by the hon. Director of Agricul
ture whether there is a contemplated 
increase, because there is also the point 
that if extra burden is thrown on the 
Department and there is no such increase 
then the Department has not been work
ing up to its full extent. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I am rather sur
prised to bear the hon. l\Iembe1· for 
\Vestern Essequebo sugge<Jt frat people 
are not getting a much better price for 
padi now than three months ago. 

M.r. 0. V. WIGHT: To a point of 
correction, I did not say that. I said, I 
hope that through the eulogistic remarks 
made by the hon. Member for Georgetown 

North the people would in future get a 
better price for padi than they are getting 
now. 

l\Ir. WALCOTT: Having improved the 
quality of the padi produced in this 
Colony to such au extent as to warrant 
its being appreciated in London by the 
experts, surely it must occuL· to the hon. 
MembeL' for W'estcm Essequebo that the 
fault now lies in the milling and the 
necessity for a Central Mill is more now 
than ever. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I was going to point 
out to the hon. Member for \Vestern 
Esaequebo that they also said, although 
our padi is the finest our milling is the 
worst. 

:Mr. 0. V. Wl GH'l': Perhaps the hon. 
Member was not present when I addressed 
my first remarks under this head. I 
regretted that the establishment of the 
Central Rice Mill has been delayed because 
rice is the only industry on the Essequebo 
Coast, and I further submitted that it was 
definitely stated by the hon. Director of 
Agricu'ture that l'ice alone cannot support 
the needs of a district. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The discussion 
about the improvement in the quality of 
our pa.di is very interesting to mP. I was 
hoping that I would not have overlooked 
the point I wishe I to rnise unde1· this 
ilem. 'rhe proposal now is to place this 
po!!t 011 the Fixed Establishment which 
had hitherto Leen held uuder agrnement. 
I hlll'e nothing to !lay against these par
ticular posts, but I do want to say that I 
think it is bordeL·ing on a breach of faith 
to this Council. \Ve have had several 
debates iu this Council on the placing of 
the post of Plant Breeder on the Fixed 
Estnblishment. First of all we had an 
officer from the Colonial Development 
Fund who was sent out here for a numbeL' 
of years, and finally an attempt was made 
to place that officer on the Fixed Estab
lishment. After a lengthy debate the post 
was allowed to remain as it was. The 
post subsequently became vacant and, if 
my memory serves me right, we had another 
debate and the Cane-Agronomist was then 
called Cane Agronomist and Plant Breeder. 
We were told that the salary of this officer 
was pitid by the SugM· Producers' Associa
tion, and all we would have to do wa:, to 
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put him on the Fixed Establishment. We 
would give him the extra. job as Plant 
Breeder, and all we would have to pay was 
his pension. That officer was placed on 
the Fixed Establishment, and the Depa.rt
ment got away with the goods on that 
occasion, as it were. Then, the Depart
ment wanted an Assistant Plant .Breeder. 

We were first of all told that the officer 
was going to be appointed under an agree
ment. In my opinion if we had a Plant 
Breeder we did not need another, but opinion 
was against me and it was thought that we 
should also have a.n Assistant Plant 
Breeder. We therefore got him. He was 
engaged under a.n agreement, and now it 
is sought to place him on the Fixed Estab
meut. Can the hon. Director tell me why 
in spite of criticism the expenditure of 
this Department keeps rising yea1· by year? 
I do know why, and there is more I shall 
have to say about that. Here is an officer 
who has been engaged under agreement 
being put on the Pensionable Establish 
ment and thus increasing our commitments 
when the time comes fol' him to retire. I 
do not want to oppose this item fo1· one 
reason, and that is I happen to know the 
o!iicer is. a local man and I would be the 
last person to stand in his way. I do 
think, however, the method adopted in 
placic,g the post of Plant Breeder and th ,t 
of Assistant Plant .Breeder on the Fixed 
Establishment is one with which I can 
nevt>r agree. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I may 
explain, the three years' agreement in 
respect of the appoint1uent of this officer 
expires in July, 19-10, and Government is 
naturally anxious to know whether it is 
possible to mnke the appointment of this 
same individual continue on the same basis 
or pensionable. It is a matter for the 
Council to decide. Government is snxious 
to know now, as it is no good holding the 
matter over until July and then come back 
to the Council. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: May I ask the 
hon. Director to give details of this 
officer and to explain what duties be does 
actually perform? 

Mr. JACOB: I do not think the hon. 
Member for Ceulral Dementrn (;\Ir. 
De Aguiar) has stated the case conectly, 
relative to the post of Plant Breeder. 

It was clearly stated in this Council that 
as the services of the Plant Breeder were 
not available it was decided to appoint an 
Assistant Plant Breeder to work under 
the direction of the Sugar Agronomist, 
I think it is no breach of faith but only 
fair that if a person is appointed under 
agreement and it is a local person, afte1· 
having given three years' service which 
is considered satisfactory he should be 
placed on the Fixed Establishment. My 
grievance in this matter is whether we get 
value for the expenditure. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: It is making confusion 
worse confounded when one hon. Member 
gets up and contradicts another hon. Mem
be1· as to what bad happened, and considers 
it just that the officer should be placed above 
the line. Why should that be? Why should 
he not be put below the line? He is there by 
agreement with Government fo1· a certain 
amount, and the agreement bas not 
expired. Is he indispensable that he 
should be placed on the Fixed Establish
ment? Why not put liim below the line 
as has been done in the case of a good 
many other persons? That is where the 
hon. Director is getting away with it all 
the time. He is continually increasing 
the Pension and other emoluments all 
along the line. I do not think that should 
be allowed. I am going to move that thi 
post be placed below the line. 

THE COLONIAL SECRE l'ARY: The 
hon. Member h1 suggesting that Govern
ment should consider making the post a 
pe1·manent one but placing it below the 
line. If that is so it is not possible, as 
towards the end of last yea.r a resolution ' 
was passed in this Council thiLt any officer 
receiving a salary of lti720 per annum is 
automatically placed above the line. If it 
is the feeling that the appointment should 
not be a permanent one and the agree
ment should be renewed, then the post will 
be dropped below the line. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: That is the point I 
wish to make. I wish to euggest that the 
agreement be renewed. The post of 
Assistant Plant Breeder is still new. I 
would like to support what the hon. Mem
ber said by quoting facts and figures. The 
emoluments of the Department; on the 
Fixed Establishment amounted to $30,000 
in 1929 and in 1939 the amount is $57,000 
-nearly 100 per cent. increase. That is
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the grieve.nee of hon. Members on this side 
of the Council. In that connection, I 
would invite the hon. Member for North 
Western District to review the records and 
he would find the sequence of events leading 
up to this post is correctly given by me. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I move that this 
officer be retained on agreement as in the 
past, since if he is taken on permanently 
he would have to be placed on the Pension
able Establishment according to what the 
hon. Colonial Secretary has said. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
suggest that it is necessary for the hon. 
Member to move the deletion of the item 
from above the line and its reinsertion 
below the line. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I move that the item 
be deleted from above the line as it now 
stands, and that it be placed below the 
line. 

Professor DASH: I must say that I do 
not follow the arguments of hon. Members 
in connection with a post of this sort. I 
think whatt he hon. Member for North 
Western District (Mr. Jacob) said in 
regard to the post represents a fairly accu
rate version of it. Hon. Members are 
aware that this matter of the appointment 
of a Plant Breeder has been discussed very 
fully from time to time. The interests of 
the rice industry appreciate the fact that 
it is essential to have a permanent man 
engaged on the breeding of rice. If you 
are going to maintain your quality up to 
standard it is impossible to go playing 
hanky-panky with the post. When the 
officer has done three years' good wo1·k, it 
is not fair to say we should only renew the 
appointment. It is not fair to the indus
try. Hon. Members would recall. that 
when the previous holder of this post was 
here and had returned to his native country 
on leave, the whole question came up as to 
his being permanently placed and this 
Council came to a unanimous verdict that 
he should be cabled to 1·eturn as the post 
would be placed above the line. That 
officer appreciated very much the offer, 
but said that he had already got a new 
post and could not see his way to 
return. After some difficulty we have got 
a very excellent young Guianese holding 
the post who has done extremely good 
work during the last two years, and we 

are now to be told that he cannot be 
placed above the line but must remain 
below the line. I do not think it is fair to 
the young man and to the industry. I 
appeal to hon. Members to bear in mind 
what is the nature of the post, the work 
entailed, the training entailed and the fact 
that the rice industry will need continuous 
attention, the direct work of the Plant 
Breeder. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I am going to 
appeal to my hon. friend, the Member for 
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) to withdraw 
his motion. There is no doubt that the 
rice industry appreciates the appointment 
of such an officer in the Agricultural 
Department. I think that he is the one 
officer of that Department who is more 
useful to the industry than most of the 
others in that Department, and it is only 
fair if be has given faithful service for two 
years that his appointment should be made 
secure. I am appealing to the hon. Mem
ber to withdraw his opposition, bearing in 
mind what has happened in the case of the 
Plant Breeder referred to by the hon. 
Director. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not need any 
appeal from the hon. Member as I have 
been already converted by the hon. Nomi
nated Member, Mr. Dias. I must say, 
however, that I am not converted by what 
the hon. Director has said. Because we 
had tremendous trouble to get a Plant 
Breeder and gave the Cane Agronomist 
pension rights so that he should do the 
work of a, Plant Breeder, we must now give 
his assistant the same rights? As I have 
said, the hon. Mr. Dias has convinced me 
that I should not oppose this item, and 
therefore I withdraw my opposition. 

Mr. JACOB: The question of the 
quality of our padi has been raised as well 
as the price of pa.di. I have no doubt 
that our padi is as good as any but, per
haps, the sample sent to England was 
different from that sent some time ago. 
On the whole there is more room for 
improvement along the t·ight lines. I was 
disappointed to find in the last report on 
the activities of the Rice Marketing Board 
that the qualities of rice are not enumer
ated. I have a recollection that in previ
ous reports that was done. If those 
figures were available it would be interest
ing to know the quantity of No, 3 rice 
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milled now and say eight or ten years ago. 
While the price of padi is increasing-it 
is fixed at a particular figure now-I would 
like Government and this Council to real
ize that the cost of living has also increased 
tremendously. I do not think the grower 
of padi with the increased price of padi �s 
in a better position now than probnbly six 
months ago. While the cost of pa.di has 
increased, the price of rice has increased 
as well. I would just like to remind 
Government so th11,t it should not be lost 
sight of. I understand that those inter
ested are not satisfied with the increased 
price suggested. As a matter of fact all 
the producers of ricie who sold their padi 
before the figure had been fixed did so at 
a very low price, and there had been this 
increased activity in respect of the rice 
industry. Bearing in mind that the cost 
of living is increasing very rapidly, I do 
not know whether Government's action in 
controlling the increased price is proceed
ing along the right lines. I have heard 
very disturbing statements about it. A 
gr eat deal of profiteering is going on. 

THE CHAIRMAN : May I remind the 
hon. Member that the question of the price 
of rice does not come within the functions 
of the Plant Breeder. 

Mr. JACOB: There are several items 
here relating to rice and, I think, I am 
correct in stating that. The hon. Member 
for Georgetown North raised the question 
of quality. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I was justified in 
referring to it under the item " Plant 
Breeder." 

Mr. JACOB: And the hon. Mr. 
Walcott raised the question of price as 
well. 

Item 1(18 & 19) -Technical Assistants. 

Mr. LEE: I notice there are twelve 
of these officers on the Estimates, and last 
year there were only eight. I would like 
to know if it is an increase, and why. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I£ the hon. Member 
looks at the note on the right hand side of 
the Estimates he will see the informa
tion. 

Mr. LEE: I see there is no increase. 
I thank you. (laughter). 

Item 1(28)-Telephone Operator, $180. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: May I ask if the 

Department had no Telephone Operator 
during 1�39, as I see the insertion of a 
new item " Telephone Operator "? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A 
new Exchange has been put in that Depart
ment on ve1·y strong advice by the 
Government Electrical Engineer, and it is 
decided to insert this item so as to have a 
trained operator to handle the machine. 
The previous machine had been worked by 
a young man at a very low salary, and on 
inspection it was found to have deteriorated 
very rapidly. The Engineer has advised 
that a young man of that type could not 
be expected to take charge of such a valu
able Exchange as has been installed. The 
money will be spent as the operator is 
being drawn from the Central Exchange. 

This item will occur in many other 
places on the Estimates and, I may state, 
Government considers that it will be 
money well spent in all Departments 
having properly qualified operators to look 
after the machines. It is no good spend
ing money on these machines and' let 
them go out of order after a few months. 
I hope the hon. Member will appreciate 
that Government is acting on the advice of 
its Chief Electrical Engineer. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Surely a trained 
highly technical operator should receive 
more than the paltry salary of $15 per 
month. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: $15 is a farce; it only 
shows that the excuse given by the Elec
trical Engineer is one to induce Govern
ment to put another person in the post. 
I cannot understand what the Department 
wants with a telephone exchange, and if 
the operator must be so qualified why pay 
a salary of only $15 per month? A lad 
was there doing the work, but I suppose 
his voice is found to be so racuous that it 
is  desired to get a girl with a nice soft 
voice, and so she is highly qualified by 
nature. I do not think this thing is justi
fiable. The Department has been getting 
on all the time without an expensive 
exchange and an e.xtra clerk to do that 
work. It is a luxury which should not be · 
allowed. If the hon. Director of Agriculture 
wants a luxury of this nature, then let him 
get it at his own expense. He is hand
somely paid-I do not grudge him his 
salary-and plus that he is given a palace 
to live in an·I a!l office fit · for a prince. 
The taxpayers have to 1.. all this money. 



115 Estimates, 1940 22 NOVEMBER, 1939. -Committee.of Supply 116

I am going to move the deletion of this 
item. 

Mr. JACOB: I am inclined to support 
the last hon. Member but not in exactly the 
same strain. I do think this is not tho 
time for it, probably if our finances were 
in order apart from the fact that there are 
probably several telephones in that Depart
ment which can be better utilized in other 
places. I do not know if there would be 
economies in this direction, but Govern
ment should not embark upon the whole
sale establishment of exchanges in these 
Departments. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I understand that the 
Central Exchange cannot provide enough 
telephones to go around, and instead of 
having a half dozen trunk lines one switch
board is being installed. It is certainly 
an economy to pay $180 a yea1· to a trained 
operator mther than to put in several 
lines to one Department as existed before. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think hon. Mem
bers are under a misapprehension in regard 
to this branch telephone exchange. The 
Agricultural Department has had one for 
four or five years. It is not a new instal
lation. It is a question of having some
body trained in the Post Office Department 
put there as operator of the branch 
exchange in the Department on the advice 
of the Electrical Engineer. That is the 
only point involved. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The amount is so 
small that one should not quibble over it, 
but it seems to me that the Department 
should continue as in the past to employ 
boys from the age of fourteen to do that 
work and send them away at the age of 
eighteen. I would like some explanation. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: As 
regards the training, I would suggest to 
the hon. Member to pay a visit to the 
Telephone Exchange and get an idea of 
what the girls there have to do. This 
salary of $180 per annum is the amount 
paid to all of them. I am sure that the 
Chief Electrical Engineer will be only too 
pleased to show the hon, Member around. 

Mr. GONSALVES: It seems a pity 
thern should be 1:10 much talk over tL small 
item like this, which purports to find 
employment for one girl leaving school, 
when there is great unemployment among 

boys and girls who leave school and cannot 
get anything to do. This is a provision 
for a girl to be employed as a telephone 
operator. If a girl is being taken on to 
displace a boy, that boy can be found a job 
somewhere else. I cannot see why there 
should be any objection. The hon. Mem
bers who spoke have got very little know
ledge as regards what is meant by an 
exchange in a Department. Such exchange, 
as I understand it, is not for the purpose 
of connecting the clerks in the one building 
but the several places connected with the 
work of that Department. If you take 
the Agricultural Department, there are 
buildings away from the main offices with 
which the Director and other officers have 
to be in communication frequently, and 
apart from that there are other places 
with which they have to get into com
munication. I think the hon. Member for 
Berbice River should accept the invitation 
to visit the Central Telephone Exchange 
at Mcinroy's Building and also the branch 
exchange of this or any other Department, 
say the Transport and Harbours Depart
ment, and there he would find it is not a 
luxury. I do think hon. Members should 
accept the item as it stands and let us get 
on to other items. It is regrettable that 
both this item and the one for an Assistant 
Plant Breeder should be challenged, when 
they purport to give employment to 
Guianese, who are qualified and for whom 
we have always preached that when they 
become qualified they are not given 
employment by Government. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I appreciate the 
remarks made by the hon. Member· who 
has just taken his seat in regard to 
the employment of our own, but I would 
like to know from the hon. Member if he 
conscientiously agrees that the paltry sum 
of $15 per month is sufficient salary for a 
trained person, male or female, carrying 
on those arduous duties. I would expect 
that he would also move an increase of 
the amount. I am of the opinion that $15 
per month is not enough. The hon. Colo
nial Secretary has himself intimated that 
it is an arduous post. 

Mr. GONSALVES: The question raised 
is one of principle and I do not intend to 
have 11 discussion on it. '£hese appoint
ments are made on the decision of Goyern
ment, and we will have to deal with all 
items of a similar class, 
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Mr. ELEAZAR : The amount is small, 
but I do not think the talk about 
" qualified " matters anything. What I 
am wondering is how thi!! thing used to be 
managed before? 1'his is a new item put 
on the Estimates. \Vhv should it become 
necessary to have this.it.em? The Telephone 
Department has its own personnel, nn<l if 
that Dep1u•tment sends someone some
where, is it necessary to have this item? 
I a.m told all kinds of things, but is it not 
that some one will be transferred from the 
Post Office Department to do this work? 
Row wns that person originally p:Licl? Is
it not the same individual only in a 
changed place of work'? 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I can
explain exactly what hnppened. The 
Engineer in Chief came to me and said 
that some time ago a consiclerable sum of 
money wal'! spent by Government on a 
switchboard or branch exchange for the 
Agricultural Department, and he wished 
to advise me that if we want to save monev 
Go,·ernment must see that the machine i�q 
&ttended to and operated by a trained girl, 
othenvise it would deteriorate and soon be 
useless. In order to save monc>y by not 
incurring avoidable expendilure on tLe 
machine, this item is put on the Estimateis. 

Question " That the item be deleted " 
put, and not agreed to. 

Motion lost. 

Ttem 1(26)-llouse Allowancc>s and 
Office Rent, $312. 

Mr. LEE: Your Excellency, the 
appointment of the new Agricultural 
Superintenclent should not carry with it 
any Hou� Allowance. 

Professor DASH: That appointment 
does not carry House Allowance. It haa 
heen decided upon Umt no appointments 
coming in should cany that. 

Mr. LEE: In respect of the Grading 
Inspecto1·, I have received a letter from 
Rice Agents informing me that since the 
Rice Regulations have been published in 
the Official Gazette there is very little 
business being done and the1 e will result 
unemployment among the rice agents in 
Water Street. I understand that the 
l3g&rd ia employing pensioners instead of 

those people who know the rice busineBB
and how to grade rice a.nd who have been
thrown out of employment. l think they
should be given the first preference in such
employment. 

The Committee adjourned for t�e
luncheon rece;,R until 2 p.m. 

2p.m.-

Item 8-Experiment Stations , $12,901. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I have observed 
the note in respect of this item, and the 
only comment I have to make is that only 
$1,700 has been p1·ovided for Essequebo 
while in the case of Berbice and the North 
\Vest Dibtrict the amounts have been in
creased to $2,000. I think hon. Members 
are fully aware of the val'ious reports 
which have been laid on the table, &nd 
also of Rir Wilfrid Jackson's Speech to 
the Council on October 21, in which he
stated definitely that there was necessity 
for fundamental economic reconstruction 
in Essequebo. If there is to be some in
centive and progress with regard to the 
develo�meut of agric_ulture in that County
expenditure on agriculture should be in
creased. If the amount for Essequebo ia
adequate I would suggest that the amounts 
for the other . tations might automatically 
be reduced, or that the entii-e vote is in
&Jequate. If there is to be progressive
development on the Essequebo Coast, and 
if that development is to produce satisfac
tory results then I submit that there would 
he necessity for an increased amo�nt to be 
expended on the Coast. It seems to me 
that where i_-econstruction is necessary 
further expenruents should be carried out 
in order to supplement or give some 
impetus to employment on the Coast. I 
need not refer to the report of the Esse 
quebo Const Commission, of which the 
Director of Agriculture was Chairman, 
ancl in which he himself points out that 
there is imme<lia.te need for products other 
than rice which alone cannot maintain the 
people on the Coast. I would like to hear 
from the Diredor the reason fo1· the dis
c1·epancy in the amounts provided for the 
various stations, and why the district 
which, presumably, will be used for a
great deal of food production in substitu
tion for imported foodstuffs, is to have a. 
smaller sum expended on its Ezperiment
Sta.tione than in the case of the othen, 
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Mr. JACOB: I have listened with a 
great deal of regret to the speech of the 
hon. Member. I have no objection to the 
hon. Member referring to the constituency 
he represents and asking that the sum 
;>rovi<led should be increased, but I do not 
think it is fair to suggest that the amounts 
provided i'or Berhice 1Lnd the North "\Vest 
District shoul<l be reduced. I think it 
comes with very bad grace indeed. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not think I 
suggested a reduction. Using it in argu
ment 1 suggested that if the amount of 
$1,700 was sufficient for experimentation 
in Essequebo then the amounts provided 
for Bei·bice and th!' North West District 
should automatically be reduced. I am 
not saying that I want a reduction. For 
this year we provi<le<l $2,G00 for Essequebo 
and $1,500 for Berbice. 

THJ,: CHAIRMAN : In fact the hon. 
Member is suggesting an increase in the 
vote. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Yes, sir. 

Mr. JACOB: In trying to make a com
parison with Lhe Essequebo district the 
hon. Member threw out the suggestion that 
the amouut of $2,000 for the North West 
District should be reduced. I should like 
to refer the hon. Member to item 20-
Maintenance of Breeding Centre and agist
ment area at La Belle Alliance, $1,403. 
That is an experiment, and when the 
amount is added to the sum of $1,700 it 
makes a total of $3,103. In that case I 
can successfull:- plead that the amount for 
the :�forth 1'' est District should be in
creatied to what it was this year. I am 
sony to see the hon. Mero her r.arrying on 
a debate of this kind. It was not intro
duced by me and I think in future we 
should be very careful how we plead for 
our own constituencies. I think the hon . 
Member had an excellent opportunity to 
do something constructive instead of mak
ing the criticisms he has made. 

Mr. C. \T. \YIGHT: I think the hon. 
Member must realize that I was not a 
party to the Dairy Products Committee's 
1·eport. I was not in the position of the 
hon. Member, nor did I take a sojourn to 
the United Kingdom. I do not know 
whether that accounts for his signing the 
report. If the hon. Member had listened 
to the deb11,te he would have observed that 

I made some remarks about dairy products, 
and I was rather disappointed when the 
scheme did not come to fruition. 

Mr. JACOB: If we are to increase pro
duction I do not think the amount pro
vided for the North \Vest District should 
be reduced. The North West District 
suffers from a very serious disadvantage 
which, I submit, no other district suffers. 
The lack of employment there has been 
tremendous. I do ask that the matter be 
reconsidernd ancl the amount increased. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 10-Livestock, $8,000. 

�fr. ELEAZAR: I suggest that this 
item be caITied out at the present year's 
figure-$6,000. I <lo not think this is the 
time to buy fresh livestock. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: My views are 
entirely different from those of the hon. 
Member on my left. I am seeking a littlti 
bit of information. Here is an increase 
of $2,000, and on the revenue side of the 
picture all that is hoped to obtain from 
that sum is $2,700 as against $2,400 this 
year. Am I to understand that Govern
ment is going to spend $2,000 and only 
receive $2,700? 

I also want some information with 
respect to item 7-Purchase, Production 
and Distribution of Seeds and Plants, 
$3,800. I would like to know how much 
will be spent on the purchase of seed and 
plants, and how much on the distribution. 

Professor DASH : I will deal first with 
the livestock item which calls for an in
crease of $2,000. I think the Council is 
fully aware of the developments which 
have been going on for the last few years 
in connection with the livestock pro
gramme. I t,hink the Council will recall 
that we had a substantial grant from the 
Colonial Dewlopment Fund with which to 
increase our livestock activities. I think 
one or two l'tlembers did us the honour of 
Tisiting our livestock farm in its naw 
setting at the back of the Experimental 
Station. That grant has been spent in 
introducing dual purpose bulls mainly for 
the improvement of peasant stock in the 
districts as well as in the vicinity of 
Georgetown, and to be able to supply a 
nucleus of bulls for pastures and districts 
genera.Uy. The exvenditure of that g1·ant 
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has brought about a considerable increase 
in the number of animals to be reared, and 
the maintenance of them cannot be met 
from the present vote. 

The poultry industry too is expanding 
at an enormous rate, as I think most mem
bers are aware, and shipments are being 
made to Trinidad. "\Ve have resuscitated 
the Poultry Associn.tion, and in conse
quence of this increased activity there has 
been such a <lemand for breeding stock that 
we are behind in meeting those demands, 
hoth for eggs and cockerels. ,v e are satis
factorily increasing our breeding pens and 
breeds, all for the benefit of the livestock 
industry, and the $2,000 extra is being 
asked for in order to meet increased activi
ties in this direction. 

I can give some rough idea as to how 
this additional sum of $2,000 is made up. 
Under Cattle we have to provide wages 
for 2 men @ 60 cts. per clay, $438 ; feed 
for livestock, $562, making a tiltal of 
$1,000. Under Poultry we have to pro
vide wages for 1 man @ 60 cts. per day, 
$182.50, repairs to 6 breeding houses, $70; 
replacing 2 growing houses for chicks, 
$40 ; repairing and replacing wire netting 
and posts to 10 poultry runs, $85 ; brooder 
house, $90; breeding house and run, $72; 
spares for incubators, poultry utensils, 
filling up, levelling and lining runs, $60.50, 
making a total of $1,600. At the out
station at Whim we have to provide wages 
of bull minder @ 72 cts. per day, and 
wages of grass cutter @ 24 cts. per day ; 
$348.44; grain, $51.56, making another 
$400 and bringing the total up to $2,000. 
"\Ve are trying to increase our livestock 
exports and production generally, and 
regard it now as a very important matter. 

Several Members have referred to the 
question of dairy products, and the matter 
of pickled beef is quite a burning topic. 
·we are importing quite a large quantity,
and we want to supply our own demands
and export also. Those are matters which
are receiving the careful attention of the
Committee of the Board of Agriculture,
and it seems to me a pity not to allow
this development to take place. A certain
amount of revenue will be forthcoming
which will be accumulative. In the first
year it will be small, but as we go on
increasing in numbers our revenue will go
up substantially until we ma.y be fortunat;e

enough to make expenditure and revenue 
quadrate. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That might satisfy 
Government, but it certainly does not 
satisfy me. I have known the bull minder 
at Whim for some time. Is it suggested 
that he has not been paid all this time? 
He has been there the whole of this year. 
'l'his sort of juggling with figures does not 
convince me. We want to know what the 
Department is going to do with this addi
tional $2,000. All the items mentioned 
by the Director are standing now ; there 
is not an additional one. I move that the 
item be reduced to $6,000, the present 
year's figure, which is quite sufficient for 
this experiment. 

Mr. JACOB: If the staliements made 
by the hon. Member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar) are correct, then I think a 
further explanation is required from the 
Director. Apart from that I should be

sorry to think that the hon. Member is 
serious in asking that the additional 
$2,000 be deleted. I should like to see the 
item increased to $20,000. I should like 
to see more bulls and more cows imported 
into the Colony to increase and improve 
the breeding of livestock. That is what I 
would call productive expenditure and con
structive statesmanship. I am appealing 
to the hon. Member to endeavour to in
crease it.ems of this kind and not ask that 
they be reduced. We have immense oppor
tunities here for increasing our livestock, 
poultry and pigs. Immediately war was 
declared the prices of bacon and butter 
were increased. Great Britain is entirely 
dependent upon foreign sources for her 
supply of bacon, and there are immense 
possibilities here. Not only could we 
supply Great Britain but the entire West 
Indies, curtailing imports from the Argen
tine. I am asking Government to consider 
this mittter on thosp lines. The Board is 
probably out of date. I think the entire 
Department needs reconstruction and 
reorganisation on modern lines. 

Mr. LEE: I would be glad if Go,ern
ment could find it possible to increase this 
item. I know of several people who applied 
to the Department for chickens about four 
or five months ago, but up to now they 
have not got them. How can we improve 
our poultry unless the Department is able 
to purchase pure bred chickenii frQlll. 
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abroad ? The public is beginning to realize 
that it is to its benefit to have pure bred 
chickens. 

Professor DASII: I do not think I can 
add a.nything to what I have said. I r<'gal'd 
expenditure of this kind as being in the 
nature of an investment, and if WC' realize 
that the livestock industry mu;.t h<' put on 
a firm footing the only way to do RO ii, to im
prove the breed and take other measures to 
get improved i,tock about tltt> country. \Ve 
have made u. start at \\'him, hut it i;. not a 
very seriouH start, an<l it is proposer! to rx
tend the accommod,ttiou there to includti 
pigs and poultry, and it may be possible also 
-I hope it will be-to do something at
Tarlogie where there is a livestock
centre. We cannot say how far we can go
until we see how our expenditure works
out. 'l'he estimate I gave was approximate.

Mr. l<�LEAZAR: I now move that the 
item be reduced by $1,000. 

Amendment put, and lost. 

Item as printed agreed to. 

Item 11-Grants in aid of Agriculturnl 
Assistants, Exhibitions and Competitions, 
f200. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We lost mont>y on the 
last show in Berbice but it wiu, a very 
inspiring show. Money spent on propa
ganda work is money well i,pent. It is 
Government's duty to show the people how 
to make themselves rich. I would cer
tainly have liked to increase this item to 
$500, but having lost the amendment with 
regard to the previous item I shall content 
myself with giving the Director a meed of 
praise for the buccess achien'd by the 
Department at the last. :;how, in spite of 
the unfovournbll• circumstanccH. I think 
he must be content with that here. (laugh
ter). 

Item agreed to. 

Item 16-Soil Surveys, $400. 

Mr. LEE: Following the discussion here 
on the question of the visit of a tobacco 
expert I wrote the Director of Agriculture 
asking whether he could firnl it convenient 
to send his soil expert to the settlement on 
the Denham Road to find out whether the 
soil there was suitable for tobacco cultiva
tion. I was told by the settlers there that 

the tobacco cultivation there was very good 
at a certain period, but on account of a cer
tain pest it ceased. Before the tobacco 
expert comes to the Colony, or if he is 
here already, I would suggest that the soil 
expert be r,eot up there to examine the soil. 

Mr. GOX:-,"\LVE:-,: 1 understand that 
clC'pot� lll'C' ]J('iog t'l'C',th•d ahout thr country 
and y,1rious Jl(•r�ons Ht'l' bring employed 
for the purpose of carl'ying out rice experi
lllC'llfa,. 1 do not ]mow who i,; rt>spouf!ible 
for thofir appoint111entH, but I understand 
that a good n au:,: pt•ri;ous who lut,·t' a.I ready 
f>C't-Ycd the cow1try aud an• in the rC'ceipt 
of pensions han' h!'eu re-1•111ployed. 

TuE CHAIR.MAN: Which item is the 
hon. Member referring to? 

Mr. GO�HALVES: I think it comes 
under item 12-Rice Gmding Expenses, 
$2,116. I wii..h to dmw attention to the 
fact that I ,in1 opposed to the re-employ
ment of persons in receipt of pensions to 
do work of this kind. There is 1,erious 
complaint, of unemployml•nt ,it the moment, 
and there are many people e!trning nothing 
who have been left out and pensioners are 
being re-employt>d. 

Tug ClIAIRMA.N : Government uatu
rally would not consider tlw rmployment 
of pensioners, except in cases whe1·e the 
employment iti purely of a temporary 
character, and it is not possible to obtain 
suitable people to carry out the work. It 
is sometimes very necessary in such cases 
to employ pensioners, but Government 
strictly obi,ervei, tho principle of not 
employing pensioners, except in such 
circumstances. 

Mr. JACOB: 1 think that as a matter 
of general policy it ii, admitted that it is 
not the hc;.t thing to re-employ pensioners. 
I understm1cl that in my con:;tituency, the 
North \Yest District, !L gentlC'man has 
been sent there to do legal work after hav 
ing been retired from the Service. 

THE CHAIRMA.i"\" : I think the hon. 
Member is referring to the post under the 
District Administration. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not know under what 
head it comes. ·we do not know of these 
things w1til they appear in the newspapers, 
and sometimes we do not know of them at 
all. 
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THE CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member 
is referring to the post of the acting Dis
trict Commissioner. 

Mr. JACOB: I think it is. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I£ the hon. Member 
would bring the matter up under that head 
he would receive ,t reply. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 17-Bchool Gardens, $323. 

Mr. LEE: I am a8king GoyernmeuL to 
increase this item to $1,000, the sum YoLe<l 
for this year. I£ tht> Ag1·icultural In
structors give due care and attention to 
these school gardens this money will be 
well spent. 

Item agreed to. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: After item 20-
Eirperimental Banana Cultivations-I i,;ee a 
blank. Must I take it that the idea of 
banana experiments in this country has 
been given up entirely, or are we still to 
continue growing bananas? 

'rnE CHAIRMAN : I£ the hon. Meru
ber would look at the note he would see 
that it states that the experiments have 
been discontinued. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Has the Director 
lost faith in the gt'owing of b,inanas? I 
observe that the experiments have been 
discontinued. 

Professor D.A -:,H: I have lost faith 
undoubtedly in the growing of the Gros 
Michel banana. I would like to feel that 
there will be an opportunity some time in 
the future for the Cavendish or some other 
banana with resistance to Panama disease, 
but at the moment I do not see ib. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not kuow 
whether the hon. Member made that 
remark in order to draw the banana expert 
to his feet. I am very sorry to hear that 
the Director has lost faith in banana cul
tivation in this Colony. I have not yet. 
I am awaiting the results of some of the 
soil surveys, and one of these days I hope 
to return to the subject. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 23-Agricultural Economic Sur
yey, $800. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I observe that the 
vote has been reduced to half of what it 
was for this year. I would like to know 
whether this is the final stage of this sur
vey. I think it has been running for a 
few years. The next question is how is 
the money being spent? Who is it paid 
to? Is it paid to the Agriculturnl Econo
mist ,is a perquii:;ite, or is it spent on 
laboul' and travelling? 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to enquire 
whether sufficient data has not been obtained 
Lo make a start with the scheme to increase 
culti v,Ltion, the 111,ying out of lands well 
irrigated and drained, and other facilities 
for the growing of crops. 'l'he Land Settle
ment Committee has reported, and we have 
been promised extensive developments in 
agricultural production. We should like 
to hear some pronouncement as to Govern
ment's attitude in this matte1·. 

Professor DASH: Hon. Members will 
recall that this item was brought before 
the Council during the regime of Sir 
Geoffry Northcote who was very u.nxious 
that full information should be gathered 
in respect of the general economics of the 
small agriculturists in the Colony. I 
think I referred to that this morning in 
my remarks in connection with the post of 
.Agricult�ral Economist. It was suggested 
at th!l tune that the sum of $5,000 should 
be considered as a start, and that this 
should be in the first in�tance spent over a 
period of three years. We got a late start 
and in the first year we spent $616. This 
year we spent $1,600, which represents a 
full programme of work. I think I have 
already explained, and Members are aware 
of some of the work already turned out by 
that officer, which is, of course, most 
valuable in connection with our work in 
the distl'icts. '11he sum asked for in this 
estimate_ represents half the programme,
becaus� m considering the position during 
1940 it was felt that part at least of this 
work will probably have to be curtailed in 
view of the fact that many of the officers 
doing this work will have to be doing field 
work in connection with the grow-more
food campaign and activities in connection 
with the war emergency. So tha.t it was 
felt that $800 might be retained in respect 
of a full year's programme. The money is 
spe�t in_ two ma� di�·ections. It is spent
mainly rn collectrng rnformation for which 
there are a number of enumerators who have 
to be paid, and there are forms which ha.ve 
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to he printed and filled up. Then the1·e 
are supplies of one kind or another which 
all go to make up the bulk of the expen
ditlll·e. 

Tn E ho11. i\lC'mber for North \\-es tern 
District (.\Lr. Jacob) of course bringK up 
thl' wider issue of general agricultural 
<lev!'lopment and land settlement. I can-
11ot sity how far that will be procccdccl with 
this year, but I think the Colonial Secre
tiu·y dPalt with that aspect yesterday. 
·what is certain is this : that this survey
will form the basis of all adyisory work in
connection with peasant agricultli.re. J [on.
}fprubers will recall tlmt the suryey carried
out in connection with the smi�ll cane
farmers' plots on the East Coast showed
exactly how their farming opemtions were
carried out, their sources of t·evenue, what
sort of work they were doing, what help
they needed as regards advice as to varieties
and manures, and such information which
is essential if we are to advise people in
the various a1·eas as to what they should
do. The rice survey on the ·west Coast of
Demernrn is not quite complete, but some
vc>ry valmtble information is accruing from
it. There is also a livestock survey in
course of completion which is going to
supply us with a considerable amount of
valuable information in respect of the live
stock indu,;try in the Colony, especially in
relation to the small people. That work
is being done in close collaboration with
the Government Veterinary Surgeon, and
will be of extreme interest to the people of
the Colony.

Mr. Di,: AGUIAR: I have never been 
more disiippoiuted in my life ovc1· a reply 
as with the reply I have just received to 
my question. I say that most feelingly, 
beca.use I happen to be one of those who 
supported the suggestion put forward itt 
the time that this survey should be made, 
nnd I expected that something material 
would h,tve resulted from it. Now after 
listening to the Director's explanation as 
to how the money is spent I am very dis
appointed. I consider that we have wasted 
a sum of about $2,000 out of the $5,000 the 
Director spoke of so lightly. I have not yet 
heard who gets the money. I heard some
thing about a number of enumerators and 
the collection of information. I am afraid 
that i.s not sulticient information with 
regard to the cxpendii,ure of this money, 
and I am alarmed to think that the same 

answer would have been given if the 
amount was $1,600. \Vhat work do these 
people do? Who are they? I am so cliR
appointed that I feel inclined to move the 
deletion of the item bccau�r, frnuklv, I itm 
not satisfied with the information." \\11at 
are the agricultural officers in the districts 
doing if it is merely to collect informtition? 
\Vhat is an enumerator ? 

l\Ir. J.ACOB: I too feel a little bit clis-
11ppointed with the explanation which has 
been given. I will not say that I feel it 
as keenly as the> hon. Member who has just 
taken his seat, because we are quite 
accustomed to bein15 told tlutt wonderful 
things are being done. \\Then this econo
mic survey was undertaken we were told 
it would ·be the means of starting real 
active development works. \Ve were told 
that the Director of Public \Yorks was 
hirgely responsible, and that he would give 
us a trerucndous amount of valuable infor
mation in connection with the level of the 
land. It is now prnctically three years 
tind we are still collecting information. 
It is time we made a start in some direc
tion. If it is a question of funds I suggest 
that the Colonization Fund i;hould be 
utilized. I think that roughly $500,000
was appropriated from that fund for social 
services. There is still a large sum of 
money left, and why it is not utilized for 
agricultural development I do not know. 
It is time that something was done, even 
if it is for the purpose of providing work 
for the unemployed. I share some of the 
views of the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara (l\Ir. De Aguiar) even though I 
do not agree with him entirely. 

Professor DASH : J am sorry that the 
hon. Member did not quite follow all I 
said, or what I said wa11 not quite clear. 
It is rather a ditlicult thing to explain 
fully in Council a matter of this kinrl. 
\Vluit I would like him to do is to come 
up and see the details required in con
nection with a survey of thi11 kind, and 
1 am certain he would feel satisfied that 
the money is being well expended. There 
is nothing wrong with the work, and the 
results we arn getting are of great interest 
and of great value. It is itlruost impos
sible for me from my seat to explain the 
full details of the work of im economic 
survey, which is a technical matter. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I accept the invita
tion of the Director with pleasure, but I 
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am still not satisfied. Government has a 
number of agricultural officers in the dis
tricts, and if the work that is entailed is 
merely the collection of information and 
the issuing of forms thern is no necessity 
to employ enumerators. 'l'hat is thr sum 
total of what I want to tell the Director. 
Surely the Agricultural Huperintendents 
and Instructors can issue those forms. I 
am strongly of the opinion that this item 
should be deleted, and I yoice mv dis
appointment that this work w11s • eyer 
beguu. I did not Jmo" at the time tlait 
the work involve<l was thr issuing of 
forms and collecting information, which 
should be done by the officer!'\ stationed in 
the districts. I move that the item be 
deleted. 

The Committee divided on the motion, 
and there voted :-

.Fo1·-Messrs. C. V. Wight, Walcott, 
Peer Bacchus, De Aguiar, Eleazar and 
Dr. Singh-6. 

Against-Messrs. Lee, Jackson, Jacob, 
Gonsalves, Macnie, \Vood, Crease, Case, 
D'Andrade, Austin, Seaford, McDavid, 
\Voolford, Dr. Maclennan, Professor Dash, 
the Attorney-General aud the Colonial 
Secretary-17. 

Motion lost. 

Item 24-Purchase of Dennis motor 
mower, $600. 

Mr. C. V. WIGIIT : I move the dele
tion of this item. Usin� the W(H'ds of the 
explamitory memorruJ.clum it appc>:irs that 
the lawn mower in use in the Botanic 
Gardens is "nearly worn out." ,ve are 
not told how long the mower is likely to 
last; it might last a year. While one 
appreciates the beauty of the Gardens 
and the foct that they are a landmark 
throughout the \\' est Indies, the question 
is whether it is necessary to purchase a 
lawn mower at this time for $600? Hurelv 
if it can last another six or eight month·s 
the Department might be able to hire a 
mower from somebody for the remainder 
of the year. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am suppo1ting 
the deletion of the item, but not on the 
same ground. My reason for sw.pporting 
it is that I rather think the estimate for 
this mower was prepared early this yea1· 
when a quotation of $600 was obtained, 

but we know what has happened since 
then, and perhaps we might postpone it 
for a year. I think Government might 
have to pay $1,200 for a mower now. I 
suggest a postponement of the order, pro
vided the present mower will cany us 
through until then. 

T11E CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. 
Member's proviso is the important point . 
That is just what we do not know. The 
expectation is that the mower will break 
down this year. Hon . .Members would be 
quite right in critici�ing Govet·nment if it. 
die! not make provision now and came for
ward with a supplementary estimate for 
:;omPthing which might have been fore 
seen. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: If the1·e is a fear 
that the mower will break down, and there 
is an assurance that the order for a new 
mower will not be placed until the present 
one shows signs of breaking down I will 
withdraw my opposition. 

TIIE CHAIRMAN : 
position. 

That is the 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would be inclined 
to place the order at once. If we ,vait for 
six months it will cost more than $1,200. 

Professor DASH: This item concerns 
the Botanic Ga1dens, and we always want 
to keep them up to the best state of main
tenance. The mower was bought some 
years ago second hand, and it has rendered 
yeoman service. We are constantly having 
to replace spare parts, and it is feared 
that it has not got very many more months 
of usefulness. That is why the item has 
been put on the estimate. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have some experi
ence of lawn mowers ; we have one in 
N .Amsterdam (laughter), and I know 
what we spend on it. In view of the fact 
that the Gardens are our show ground, and 
if the Director says be wants a mower he 
really wants it ;nd he should have it. 
The Gardens are a credit to the Depart
ment and the Colony. 

Item agreed to. 

ANALYST. 

Item lg-Allowance to officers for 
analysis of milk on Sundays and holidays, 
$350, 
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Mr. LEE: I would like to know from 
Government whether samples of milk 
taken on Sunday cannot be analysed on 
Mondav. 'l'his allowance is given to the 
officers" for overtime work, and if it can he 
saved I see no reason why it should not 
be. 

Dr. MACLENXAN (Director of Medi
cal Services) : I am afraid I am not quite 
in 11 position to answer that question, but 
I think that if you are going to carry out 
a chemical analysis of milk you want to 
do it, fairly qui<•kly, before it goes had. 
The snrue thing would apply to :t hacterio 
logical analysis. These things shoul1l he 
donu almost immediately. 

1Ir. JACOB: I wonder if the Depart
ment has information as regards the 
quality of milk produced in the various 
parts of the Colony. If it has not I sug
gest that additional work be undertaken in 
order to obtain it, but I think it shoul<l be 
arranged in such a way as to have the milk 
from tho various districts kept separately. 
I would like to know whether milk from 
Essequebo is not of a better quality than 
that obtained in Demerara. I have a dis
tinct belief that milk produced in Esse
q uebo is far richer than that produced in 
Demcrnra. I would like to be assisted by 
the Department with data of that kind, 
am! if it has not got it it should endeavour 
to co Hect it. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: The hon. Dr. 
l\facll•mi:rn i:; not responsible for thi8 
Department. He has replied to tl,e pre 
viou,; question merely from his special 
knowled.�c>. 

'l'rrE COLONIAL l:iECRETARY: I 
will en1leavour to get that information 
from thP GovPrnment Analyst; it may be 
in his rcvort. 

Item agreed to. 

Ta�: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a new item 7-
Purcha8e of typewriter, $95. The type
writer now in the possession of the Depart
ment has been condemned by a Board of 
8urvey. 

Item agreed to. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT. 

Jlr. DE AGUIAR: I observe that in 
thil-l Devai·tment there is o. t·eduction in

the ranks of the higher branch of the Ser
vice and a corresponding increase in the 
number of officers in the lower branch. 
That is to say that a Class III. officer has 
been substituted for a Class II. officer, and 
a Class II. officet· has ta.ken the place of a

Class I officer. I make this observation 
because I regard the Audit Department
in fact all auditing work as very important 
work, and the question Government should 
consider is whether there is a sufficient 
number of responsible officers in the 
Department. The proposal is to reduce 
the numlwr of Class I officer!l to one. I 
do not know whether ,L Class I officer has 
been seconded to do special work in the 
Colonial l::lecreta.ry's Office. I hope that 
any special work requil'ed to be done bv a 
Ulass I officer in this Department will not 
now be nllotted to say it Class II or Class 
III officer. I am not casting any reflec
tion on anv officer. I think there must 
be a sufficiint number of senior officers 
required. If it is the view of Government 
that only one Class I officer is required 
then the point I am making falls to the 
ground. All I am asking is that the work 
of the Department should not be en

dangered. I do not think in a Depart
ment like this officers of the very lowest 
grade should be expected to carry out the 
responsible duties of a certain section of 
the office. 

Mr. JACOB: I support the remarks 
made by the hon. Member. I think much 
more can be said but a good dettl would be 
hettc>r left unsaid with regard to this 
Department which has great responsibili
ties. I think Government should conYider 
well whether the Department is sufficiently 
strong to be able to resist what is apparent 
in certain directions in the Service. I

think clerks who do auditing work should 
be well paid and thoroughly reliable and 
responsible officers of Government. I am 
not �aying they are not; I am not casting 
any reflection on the officers. I do not 
know them and I do not ca.re to know them 
either. What I do know is t.hat if stricte1· 
nudits were carried out the revenue of the 
Colony would benefit tremendously. 

TITE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I

appreciate the remarks of hon. Members. 
Those are points which are kept very 
clearly in view when the Promotions 
Board are considering promotions, a.nd 
11,lso -wh8n their recommendations are sub• 
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mitt.ed to· Your Excellency. I do not 
think the Auditor would have appreciated 
a. Class II clerk being brought in from
another Department as a Class I clerk
when the post became vacant. He prefer_s,
naturally, to have his clerks promoted m 
his Department. A vacancy for a Class I

clerk occurred, and the officer deserving of 
promotion was at that time serving in the 
Secretariat, and rather than transfer t�e 
officer-although it might have been possi
ble to re-transfer him here-the proposal 
was that he should be promoted. The 
position is being carefully watched, and 
when an opportunity occurs to replace a 
Class I clerk in the Audit Department 
that will I am sure, be recommended by 
the Pron'...otions Board. I think in this 
particular case the action taken by the 
Board and Government was the best in the 
circumstances. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Did I understand 
the Colonial Secretary to say that the 
reason why a Class I officer was not put in 
the Audit Department to fill the vacancy 
tha.t arose was beoouse the Promotions 
Board had something to do with it ? That 
is exactly what I am trying to guard 
a.ga.inst. The Audit Department should be 
a. closed Department. If ther� is a _vacan_cy
in the higher branch the Auditor 1s quite
ri<>ht in pt·eferring to promote those who 
h:'ve worked with him for a number of 
years. It is a d�gerous pra�tice to 1·educe 
the number of seru01· officers m a Dl:'part
ment like this, aud I know what I alll talk
ing about. It is definitely in the interest 
of Government to see that certain posts in 
this Department are main�ained. I know 
a little bit of what an audit clerk has to 
do in the course of his duties, and I know 
just how much to expect from a clerk of 
less experience than another. The matter 
should be considered later on. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member 
will see that the percentage of senior clerks 
in this Department is higher than in any 
other Department. 

Mr. MoDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
would like to remind the hon. member 
that this is really the result of the re-grad
ing scheme which took place in 1930 when 
the Audit Department had rather f�wer 
senior clerks than it has now. It 1s a 
little better off now so far as seniority is 
41oogerned, I fully agree tha.t it is most 

important that seniority of officera should 
be maintained in the Audit De,Partment. 

COLONIAL 8ECRETARY
1

8 OFFICE. 

Mi:. C. V. WIGHT: I would suggest to 
Government that a Committee be appoint.ed
to investigate the work and re-grading of
the entire Civil Service. There are con
siderable anomalies, and I think in view
of the high cost of administration at the 
present moment something might be done. 
One does not like to go into too many 
details in matters of this kind. It might 
be thought that you are getting at certain 
individuals. I have already mentioned in 
this Council the question of personal 
allowances and emoluments. Surely there 
are several Departments to which officers 
who are entitled to increased pay might be 
transferred. I am not suggesting for one 
moment that that should be done in 
the case of Heads of Departments, bu11 
there are certain cases in which personal 
allowances can be eliminated and the 
officers promoted to other Departments. 
There a1·e al.so anomalies in regard to the 
scale of pay drawn by certain officers. 
Some officers may or may not be getting 
too much, but I will leave the matter a.t 
that at present. I suggest that the matter
be investigated. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

wo1,1ld like to sity a word with regard to 
persorut.l allowances. The hon. Member is
no doubt aware that Government's policy 
is to do away with personal allowa.nces 
wherever possible. During the year there 
have been cases in which officers have 
been transferred and it was decided to 
absorb their personal allowances in their 
salaries. One such case has occurred 
within the last few days to my knowledge. 

Mr. LEE : I would like Government to 
enquire into the position of the assistant 
clerks in the Magisterial Department. 
Although Government gave an assurance 
some time ago that they would be eligible 
for transfer to other Departments, 1 know 
of certain of those clerks who have been 
overlooked while probationers have been 
appointed to other Departments. I would 
like Government to enquire into the 
matter aud see that seniority is the ruling 
principle. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: There is an ia
Cl'ea.se of one cle1·k on the Fixed E11ta.blish-
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• ment, while under item o there is a
reduction of $940 in respect of temporary
clerical assistance. I would like to know
whether we can hope that that reductiln
will be permanent. If so there will be no
opposition from me with respect to the
ipcrease A.hove. I had always understood
that the temporary clerical assistance
engaged in this office was for the purpose
of provi<ling assistance for other Depart
ments. Then that was changed, and I now
understand it is all used in the Colonial
Secretary's Office. It is proposed in
future that this item should be carried
out at $500 instead of the old figure?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A 
footnote has not been attached to the item 
because it was explained fully under 
supplementary estimates a few months ago. 
I said then that in future each Department 
would have to bear tho cost of its tempo-

, rary clerical assistance. The money pro
vided under this head is solely for the 
Secretariat. 

With regard to the additional clerk, I 
realize that it is difficult for hon. Members 
to follow the notes. I find it difficult 
myself sometimes, but in this particular 
instance there has been no increase in the 
Secretariat. Two increases were approved 
by the Council under supplementary esti
mate earlier this year. On this year's 
estimate there were nine clerks, and later 
in the vear two more were added. 
};othing "more is being asked for now than 
was approved hy the Council several 
wonths ago. 

CusTOllIS. 
Mr. JACOB: I desire to make a few 

general observations with respect to this 
hearl. This is the greatest revenue collect
ing Department of the Government, and I 
think some stress should he laid on the 
manner in which the work of the Depart
ment is carried on. It is very difficult 
for one who is not familiar with all 
the ways of Government to be able to 
find out things unless one probeR into 
them. ·when 1 attempted to probe 
into the calculations of l'Oyalty qtl bauxite, 
to put it mildly I was astOiliHhed at 
the way in which the quantities were 
being checked, and when I raised the 
question yesterday the Comptroller said 
that if l was not satisfied nothing more 
could he rlone, I do not think th1.1.t was 

the right attitude to adopt. I do not think 
that is the way Government should treat ,. 
hon. Members of this Council. 

Apart from bauxite I am not at all satis
fied with the Customs tariff, the manner 
in which amendments were made recently, 
and the general tariff of the Colony. I 
think the time has anived when the whole 
tariff shouJd be revised, and I should like 
to hear what is Government's idea about it. 
About mid-year, when the duties were 
increased on certain products, we saw the 
mess tluit was made of it. On the occa
sions we met to increase certain duties 
mistakes were made. On the whole I am 
not satisfied with tlw working of the 
Department, and I think more revenue can 
be collected by it. Therefore I would 
suggest for the careful consideration of 
Government that ready-made clothing 
should be taxed in order to assist the mak
ing of clothing in the Colony and provide 
employment for women and girls. That, 
of course, would necessitate a revision of 
the tariff. I raised that question some ' 
time ago but it found no favour. I raise 
it again and ask Government to give it 
earnest consideration. I cannot see why 
this country should import such large 
quantities of ready-i:n,ade clothing. I think 1
that in one or two other colonies there is 
a tariff against imported clothing. Per
sonally I feel that no shirt can be made 
here suita,ble to my taste, but if we can get 
suitable work done here fol· the ord.inarv 
people I think tho tariff shoulcl he �o fixei'I 
in order to provide employment for the 
people of the Colony. 

This Colony can and should be made 
self-contained ·in every possible way. \\' e 
have been too long a burden on the 
Imperial Government. I think we have 
sufficient resources and population to make 
this Colony nn assistance rather than a 
burden to the Mother Countl'y. I refuse 
to believe that we cannot <lo these things. 
This Colony and the West Indies should 
be able to give assistance to the Mother • 
Country, and it is through the Customs 
tariff that we can make this Colony what 
it should be. I urge Government to con
sider this matter again and have the whole 
tariff system gone into and revi8e<l with a • 
view of providing employment for the 
people. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : It would 
appear to me that thia Department is 
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unrlerstaffecJ, and if that is so I do not Mr. 0. V. WIGHT: Internal protect_i.on 
think it is benefiting tlw taxpayers at all. is exemplified in a small way by the pol'er
According to I.he Civil Service List for taken hy Government lo control prices. 
Hl3!) overtime feeis drawn by officers of the. • Ex!€rnnl protection is the fixing of a 
Customs Department amounted to $8,673. higher rnte of duty on foreign articles. 
There are 75 mt>mben; of I.he stalI of whom 
lwo-thirds are drawing overtime fees to 
the I'll.lent I ham Htated. Then,fore the 
1,axptLycrl:! have not benefited if this Depart
ment is under,;l,affeJ. :::lu.f.licient money 
has been spent in overtimt> fees tlmt coulcl 
have paid lrnlf iL dozen more ofticers and 
reduced the number of unemployed in the 
Uolony. \Ve have young men leaving 
school from ye,Lr to yeiir with Higher 
School Certificates and no avenues for 
employment. Can I presume that in 1940 
the overtime fees will be reduced to such 
a considet·a.ble extent? If the Department 
is understaffed I am asking Government to 
comsider set·iously the question of having 
it adequately staffed. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not deal very 
!P,UCh with the Customs Depal'tment, but I 
know that the Uomptrollet· is a very hard
working officer, and this is a case in. which 
I particularly want to make reference to 
his personal allowance. His personal 
allowance of $240 is an anomaly. I can 
mention other officers who are drawing as 
much but h11.ve not the same responiiibility. 
The Comptroller of Customs is a membe1· 
of nearly every Committee and Board, and 
has a tremendoui; amount of responsibility. 
Be that as it may, I support some of the 
ideas of the hon. Member for North ·west
eru Di1;trict (Mt·. Jacob) as regards the 
Cul:!toms tariff. I have laid before the 
Council a motion for protection which I 
think ii:! coneliLtcd to the general question 
of the Customs tariff. At this moment it 
is very difficult to protect oneself extern
ally or internally against cel'tain products 
manufactured within the Empire, but the 
motion might be modified to such an 
extent that we could adopt i;ome form 
of protection which would not affect the 
industries of the Empire. I think Govern
ment might consider the appointment of a 
Committee to com,ider the question of 
developing out· exports. At some later 
stage I will move a motion which might 
meet the question of Customs revenue 
generally. 

Mr. SEAFORD: What does the hon. 
Member mean by internal and external pro
tection? 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I wish lo draw

Government's attention Lo I.he fact that 
thi!! Depiulmcnt is now required to do a. 
lot of work arising out of the war, such as 
the iHsuin!{ of import and Pxpor!, licences, 
and things of that kind. I hope that the 
question of staff will not be overlooked 
because, judging from experience in my 
own business, I know what it means. I 
have had to engage extrn assistance in 
order to cope with Government's require
ments as regards the making of applica
tions !Llone, and if the Department has to 
deal with all of those applications with its 
present staff I can picture the Comptroller 
of Customs finding it difficult even to 
breathe properly. We !Lre quite prepared 
to put up with tL little bit of delay here 
and there, hut I hope the necessity of 
increasing the staff of the Department, 
especially at this time, will not be over
looked. 

Mr. D'ANDR.ADE (Comtroller of Cus 
toms.): With regard: to the question raised 
about overtime fees and the shortage of the 
Customs staff I wish to explain that even if 
the staff was doubled there would 
still be overtime payme11ts which are 
made by the merchants for the 
services of officers out of official 
hours in the loading and discharging of 
vessels. The question of additional work in 
the Customs Department as a result of the 
war is at present receiving the considera
tion of Government, and a new branch will 
shortly be established to deal with thoFe 
applications. It is, of course, ahsolutelv 
impossible for the pre11ent staff to co?! 
with the work. The co�t of the �pecial 
branch will be charged agtiinst the general 
vote in connection ,vith W!tl' expenditure. 

Tin: CHAIR..\IAN : I would like to tell 
the hon. Member for North \VestPru Dis
trict (Mr .. Jacob) that the question he 
raised -.Mb regard to ready-made clothing 
has ived the very close attention of

Government from time to time, and some 
action was taken in regard to it not very 
long ago. The general issue raised is not 
a very easy one, which I think the hon. 
Member must realize himself. It is the
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a.im of Government as far as possible to 
assist local dress-makers and �hirt-nuikers. 
It is a matter which continues to receive 
attention. 

Mr. JACOB: That is satisfactory to a 
point, but I think it is enforcer! in ;ome of 
the \Yest Indian islands, anrl T think it can 
be brought into force here. It would mean 
keeping money in this country which is 
going out of it, and it would solve our 
unemployment problem to a great extent. 
I realize the difficulties but I do not think 
they are insurmountable. I think further 
consideration should be given to what I 
have urged. 

It�m (m)-Crown overtime, $1,350. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item he increa�ed to $2,:.:!00. 
The additional provision is required to pay 
Customs officers and watchers proceeding 
to Mackenzie on board ships going up 
the river to load bauxite. At present they 
are paid so much per trip, anrl the cost 
will be met by fees paid to Government by 
the Demerara Bauxite Co. for Customs 
,ervices. 

Item as amended agreed to. 

EDUCATION-EDUCATION DEPART,tF.NT. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to move 
that this head be taken en bloc and passed. 
Earlier in this year a Committee, of which 
I had the honour to be a member, made 
certain recommendations with respect to 
the payment of teachers. GoYornment 
acceded to the Committee's suggestion and 
the Secretary of 8tate has approved of the 
proposed increases. For educaLional pur
poses I should like to see much more spent, 
but the country cannot afford it. 

There is one phase of the matter to 
which I would like to refer, and that is 
the question of grants to private institu
tions. I am of the opinion that Govern
ment has had no control over public funds 
paid to those privat,e institutions, and I 
think Government should have some voice 
in the expenditure of public fuullt given to 
those private institutions for c>ducatioual 
purposes. Things have occurred which 
are not very pleasant, and Government had 
nothing to say about them. The public 
has growled, and in some cases the matters 
ti.ave been remedied, but in otner cases they 

remain yery much the same. I think 
Government should considt•r the iulvisa. 
bility of havin� some voil'f' in all institu
tions to which Government contributes 
such large 1mms. 

I think the Eclucatiou Depal'I ment 
should concPrn itself more in soconcl-
1u·y education than it is doing. I know 
a secondary school in Gt>orgctown which 
�cut up :l6 bo.1-s for the t:lenior Ca.m
bridgo Ccrlific,Ltf' at tho last cxamina 
tion and 21 of them wen• successful. That 
school is not g<'tting one penny from public 
funds. .Another secondary school receiv
ing ii large grant from Government sent up 
about double tho number and less than half 
were succpssful. The school receiving a 
Government grant apparently took things 
easily while the other worked seriously. 
.Although llw one school is cloing such 
good work GovenlIDPnt "·ill not assist it. 
Now tlmt the war has come G ovornment 
cannot do what it would like to do for 
Queen's College. There is htck of accommo• 
dation, and Government has had to restrict 
admissions, with the rPsult that people 
have had to find other avenues for their 
children. �o long as Government cannot 
afford to provide accommodation for the 
number of students who <lesire to enter 
Queen's College I think those secondary 
schools which fulfil the reguhttions <lea.ling 
with secondary schools, anti have produced 
the results I htwo mentioned, should be 
considered if they apply to Government 
for assistance. 

Mr. Ja\.COB: I did not quite £oll01v 
what the hon .. Member said, but I under. 
titood generally that he i!l asking for an 
increase under this head. If I understand 
him rightly I am going to support that 
application. It would be what I call 
productin• expenditurP. The number of 
children of school age who arc not attend 
ing school is alarming. I do not know if 
Government knows about it; I do not know 
if the Director of Education i!! really con
versant with what is going 011. I had the 
privilege of going around the country 
recently, and I found it very alarming state 
of aff'ai1•s. '.l.'hern has been neglect in this 
Department for a considerable period, and 
I do not think Goycrnment Rhould rest 
content without trying to do something to 
put prinmry Nlucation on 11 better footing. 
There is the question of stalT, and there are 
other things to be done, but I do urge 
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upon Government to consider this aspect 
of the question very carefully and spend 
as much money as possible in educating 
the children of the Colony. Every child 
should be able to read and "!rite some 
language, and if its parents are unable to 
give it secondary education it would know 
something and be able to improve itself 
later on. I am not saying that om· system 
of primary education is perfect, but I do 
not agree with a generi1l condemnation of 
it as being bad. The system of education 
between the ages of 6 and 14.- is probably 
as good as can be expected, and while 
there may not be accommodation in the 
various schools, and not a sufficient number 
of teachers, I do insist, that children should 
go to school and get whatever education 
they can, and when conditions improve 
more schools can be built and more 
teachers employed. 

In the meantime I suggest most earnestly 
that the number of Attendance Officers be 
increased. It was the late Sir Gordon 
Guggisberg who reduced the number to 
two. It is ridiculous to have only two 
Attendance Officers. I have investigated 
this matter very carefully. I happen to 
have been connected with the B. G. East 
Indian Association for 20 years, and I 
have been the President for the last two 
years. We have investigated the matter 
very carefully and submitted a compre
hensive memorandum to the Royal Com
mission. We ham submitted figures to 
Government year after year and quite 
recently, and we propose to see you, sir, 
or Sir Wilfred Jackson on his return, to 
see if we could get something done . The 
point of view of the East Indian is not 
appreciated in this Colony, and I do not 
think Government should be satisfied to 
know that 42 per cent. of the child popula
tion is not in school. We have taken the 
figures from the report of the Director of 
Education for 1938, calculated the numbe1· 
of children going to school, and taking 
into account the birth and death rate we 
worked it out mathematically and found 
that 42 per cent. of the East Indian chil
dren of school-going age are still not 
attending school. It may be considernd 
economy but I think it is false economy, 
and recent events have shown conclusively 
to Government and to others, I respect
fully suggest, that it is the best thing to 
have children of the Colony educated so 
that later there might be less difficulty in 

getting them to appreciate what is right. 
and what is wrong . 

For vears the Association has asked 
for an· increased number of Attend
ance Officers and more Government 
schools, and we have been told that 
the mittter is under consideration. We 
have been told that for the last 20 \"'ears. 
I am willing to give Government 'every 
possible assistance, and I am willing to 
couviuce Government that it i a verv 
unsatisfactory state of affairs. I intend to 
interview the :pirector of Education, the 
Governor and the Colonial Secretary 
about it, and the Association intends to 
co operate as much as possible in order 
to reduce illiteracy in the Colony. East 
Indians are not the only people in the 
Colony who are illiterate, but they form 
the largest number of our illiterates. It 
is alarming to find other people who are 
illiterate. While I stress the point about 
East Indians I do not wish it to be under
stood that I am not advocating the 
appointment of more Attendance Officers 
for the whole Colony. The sooner Govern
ment realizes that all children should go 
to school and get some sort of education 
the better it would be for all concerned. 

Mr. LEE : I wish to endo1·se the 
remarks made by the hon. Member for 
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar). In view of 
the £act that Government cannot at present 
erect a new Queen's College building it is 
absolutely necessary, I think, that some 
provision be made to encourage those 
secondary schools which cater for the 
sui·plus from Queen's College, whether by 
way of a subsidy or some system of pay
ment by results, in which case Government 
should have some supervision over those 
schools. 

With regard to primary education I 
would like to stress the point that if a. 
school is inadequate to accommodate a
large number of chil<h-en it is false 
economy to say that children should go to 
that school, because tbeh health would 
be impaired. In addition to that there 
would � t4, many children in a class. In 
my cons\ituency I find that there are two 
schools which are overcrowded and the 
children have to be put under the Rectory. 
In other schools there are not sufficient 
teachers because the schools are in an ont-
1 ying district, and the cost of upkeep ia 
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too much. I appeal to Government to 
assist those teachers who have taken those 
posts. It is quite nice of the Director to 
�1ty that the teachers are there to educate 
tho children, but I feel it is Government's 
1luty to send teachers there aucl to provide 
the necessary increase of siLlary. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think J should say 
once and for tLll Urn!, wheurver I spettk on 
e1lurnl,io11 I speak for all sections of the 
cOllllllWlity. I do not like the inbinmttion 
that East Indian children are illiterate 

because somebody is at fault. I have a 
distinct recollection that the Association 
of which the. hon. :Member is now Presi 
dent, got behind the Governor of that time 
when it suited them and insisted-

TUE CilAillMAN : Will the hon. 
lllemhe1· finish h hi sentence ? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: It is past the hour, 
s11·. That sentcnce-(laughter). 

The Council adjourned until 10.30 a.m. 
the following day. 
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