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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

1Yeclnesllay, 9th Janurt1·y, .lf-135. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Governme11t, Sm CnAWFi:>RD 
DOT,IGLAS-JONES, Kt., C.M.G., President,, 
in f.he Chair. 

PRESEN'l'. , 
'fhe Hon. the Colonial Secretary, M.r. 

P. W. King, (Acting). 

The Hon. the Attornev -General, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M .. (Can
l;ab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. 
(N omi1mted Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A., 
n1.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director of 
Educa.tion. 

The Hon. J. S Dash, B.S.A., Direetor 
of Agricultui;e. 

The Hon. R. E. BrMsington (Western 
:Essequebo). 

The I-Ion. E. A. Luckhoo (EiLstem 
Berbice). 

" 

Major the· Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
M..E. T.C., Di Pee tor of Public vVorks. 

Tbe Hon. E. F. McDavid, M .B.E., 
Colonial Treasu1·ei· (Acting). 

The Hon. \V, A. D'Andrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. J. /lluilin, .M.T.)l.M:., F.S.T., 
Commissioner of Lands m1cl Mines . 

The Hon. B. R. \Nooe!, M.A., Dip. Fol'. 
.(Cantab,)_, Consel'vator of Forests. 

The Hon. F. Birkitt, Postmaster
(;lenernl. 

The H,m. Percy C. ·wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hou. J. Ele,izar (13el'bice River . 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiat· \ Cent-ml 
Demerara). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
U notlicial Member) .. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unofficial i\1 ember). 

. � 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. J. L. Wills (Demernrn River). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
U notficial Member), 

.MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Couucil held on Tuesday, 8th _January, 
i1s printed. and circuhited, were confirmed. 

UNOF:FICIAL NO'l'ICE. 

PETITION. 
Mr. WILLS laid on the table a petition 

from Mrs. Elizabeth Boatswain praying for 
a gratuity in respect of the services of ·1-ter 
late.husband in the Police Force. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

TNTERCOLONIAL FREIGHT RATES. 
l\fr. BRASSINGTON : I beg to move:-

THA'l' this Council recommends that Govern
ment should take up the question of commuoi
cnting with lhe Canadian Government in 
accordance wiLh Article XVIII. of the Canada
llritisb West Indies Trade Agreement, with 
respect to fr,iight rntes on rice, cattle.nod otLer 
minor agricultural products to Trinidad and the
Briti,li West Indies. 

As Your Excellency is aware, I tabled 
this motion in the forrn of ,-1, question, but 
Your Excellency ruled that it should be 
brought forwM·d ·as a motion. I \\'as 
mitinly concerned with the subject that 
received ve1·y full attention by the Cham
ber of Commerce in connection with the 
Canada-British West ,Indies Trade Agree
menL which will be terminated in July, 
19:37_ Article XVIII ·of tluit Agreement 
says:-

" .Freight rates on all services shall be sub· 
ject to the control of the Canadian Government. 
The Government of any Colony shall be at 
liberty at any time to make representations to 
Lhe Can,,dian Government in respect of such 
ratce, to which the Canadian Governmel_l.t shall 
gi\'e the fullest possible consideratiou." 

I ,c:laim that Government has not given 
attention or support to the representations 
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of the Chambel' of Commerce in rngal'd to 
freight rates between this Colony and 
Canada and the B1·itish West Indies. 
The freight rate on <;ugar to Canada is 
12 cents per 100 lbs., and 25 cents on rice. 
In my opinion the difference between the 
rates on sugaar and rice is out of propor
tion. I am not in any way against the 
lower rate on sugar, which is the mainstay 
of the Colony, but at the siime time it 
must be admitted that afte1· sugar rice is 
the next important industry in this 
Colony. They are the two main industries 
of the Colony and I certainly think ,that 
the Government has not sufliciently ham
mered a.t the door of the Ciinadian Gov
ernment and as strongly as it might have 
done. 

It may be said that the Agreement will 
be terminated in a few years, but much 
harm can be done to the rice industrv, 
which is in a very critical state, if some
thing is not done between now and the 
termination of the Agreement in July, 
1937. 

The freight rate on rice to Trinidad is 
17 cents per 100 lbs. as against 12 cents 
per 100 lbs. on sugiu to Canada. To the 
"Windward Islands, rice pays 18 cents per 
100 lbs. and to the Leeward Islands 20 
cents per 100 lbs. ·with regard to cattle, 
in respect of which ii great effort is being 
made to create an export trade, what do we 
find? The freight rates on cattle to Tl'ini
dad 1Lre $12 per head for shipments under 
20 head, and ove1· 20 head )fi6 per head, an 
attendant to accompany the catt,le. This 
in my opinion is ridiculous. Deck passen
gers can trnvel at $5 each, but you have 
to pay $12 per head for cattle. On plan
tains to Tl'iniclad the freight rate is $6 pe-r· 
ton or 27 cents per 100 lbs., coconuts $5 
per ton, coffee $6 per ton or 27 cents per 
100 lbs. 

This is a subject which I am sure several 
Elected Members are more competent than 
I am to go more fully into, but the main 
object of my tabling the question was, if 
possiblP, to get the Government, to get a 
move on in regard to securing a reduction 
of the exorbitant freight 1'ates we pay on 
rice to Canada and the ·west Indies gener
ally. I do not ask that sugar should be 
handicapped in any way by any undue 
fayouritism towards the rice industry, but 
I do not think the most ardent supporter 

of the sugar industry can claim thiit the 
difference between the freight rates on rice. 
and sugar to Canada and the \Vest Indies 
is an equitable one. A freight rate of 25 
cents per 100 lbs. is a crushing burden on 
an industry which, although well estab
lished, is in a very critical state at the 
present time. I do not know how the 
Government would have answered my ques
tions. I have been t1·ying to find out but 
I have been unable to find how often 
Government has made representations to 
Canada in regard to these freight rates, 
and what we1·e t.he replies received. I 
have great hope that as the result of this 
,notio�1 Govemment will make an early 
effort to get some reduction in the freight 
rates on rice and other commodities under 
this Agreement. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It affords me very 
great pleasure indeed to se0ond the motion 
moved by the hon. Member. The mover 
read Article XVIII. of the Agreement 
with Canada, which clearly states that not 
only this Government but all the Govern
lne!lts in the West Indies shall at all times 
be at liberty to approach the Government 
of Canada on the question of freight rates 
or any other questions that affect the 
Tmde Agreement. ,Vhat brought about 
this Trade Agreement with Canadii? vVe 
in this part of the world wanted to be 
assured of a 1·eguhu' steamship service 
between Canada and the \Vest Indies, and 
a regulat' agreement between the vacious 
Governments was anived !It. On the one 
hand this country, in common with other 
West Indies Governments, gave certain 
preferences on goods of Canadian manufac
ture, and we also contributed a subsidy in 
the sum of about £8,500 per annum. I 
believe that Canada gave us similar benefits 
and in addition a regula.r passenger and 
cargo service. Therefore it was a bargain. 

If the time has come-my view is that 
the time is more than overdue-for us to 
approach Canada on the question pf 
freight rates on one of our commodities, 
or on all of our commodities, I think it is 
the duty of the Government to make those 
representations. I am awiire of the fact 
that the Govemment did not at ·any time 
allow the matter to slide, because I know 
that some time ago representations were 

· made, but they have home no fru,it. That
is exactlv where r am most concerned. If
the Government of this country, in common



51 i Jfot�on ·g JANUARY, }'9'3!5_ -F,·eighl .Rates 518

with the Governments of the "\-Vest Indies, 
makes representations to the Government 
of Canada and the representations made 
bear no fruit then it seems to me that 
there is something radically wrong some
where, especially when we in this Colony 
have had the experience of obtaining 
cheaper rates of freight on the same com
modities in respect of which representa
tions have been made to the Canadian 
Government from time to time. But since 
the competition which then existed has 
been withdrawn the freight rates have 
gone up again. In my opinion that 
savours of big-stick methods, and that is 
just where I agree with the mover of the 
motion. I think it is the duty of Govern
ment tu take the question up ag,Lin. Rice 
:..« we all know-and cattle is in the s,ime 
position-is now giving the farmer a very 
small return, !Lnd every penny that can be 
obtained iu the marketing of that produce, 
ot· by way of reduction of freight, will 
certainly find its way back to the producer. 
It is therefore of the greatest importa,nce 
that this matter should be taken up very 
»trongly again with the Canadiau Govern
ment, and in this instance I think it
should be pointed out that not so very
long ago freight mtes on rice, particularly
to Trinidad, were reduced as the result of
competit.ion, and it should be inquired
why that rnte of freight should uot
be enjoyed ou the Canadian National
Steamers.

It might be argued that the reduced 
freight rates were brought about as the 
result of what might be termed infel'ior 
competition. I refer in the first place to 
the competition by schooners, ,Lnd in the 
second pl.ice to what is commonly termed 
" pirate" lines. If those " pirate" lines 
c,m carry produce from this country to 
'l't·inid.-d and other vVe�t Indian urn,·kets 
,Lt a lower rnte of freight it seems to me 
that the Ca.mLdian N a.tioua,l Steamers, 
which are in receipt of a subsidy from 
this Government, should be in a better 
position to cany that class of me1·chandise 
even at a lower rate. PerhtLf,S the point 
might be stretched further by arguing that 
they might be able to can·y it at a lower 
rate of freight by reason of the handsome 
subsidy they receive. But we a.re not 
chLmouriug for thiit. We have been told 
that these steamers arn opernted .Lt a loss. 
'fhat m,iy or may not be so. There is a 
con.fl.ict oE views on that point. One can 

opet·ate a service at ,t profit and yet show 
a loss. It all clepeuds on what youi· 
charges are and on the kind of service 
that you give. We are all agreed that the 
service we get is one of the best, but at 
the same time we do nnt know what are 
their charges against the operation of the 
service. If we did perhaps we might find 
that those charges are t·espousible to some 
extent for the :Lnnual loss incurred in the 
operation of the service. I still think 
it is the duty of the Government to 
take the matter up with the Canadian 
Government, and [ believe that although 
the Trade Agreement has a short 
time to run it may be possible to 
obtain the relief that is now being sought, 
relief which in my opinion, and 1 am sure 
in t-he opinion of those engaged in the rice 
and cattle industries of !,he Colony, would 
be of gre,Lt v,due, and anything this 
Government can do that will assist in that 
direction I feel sure would receive the 
appreciation of those pel'Sons eng,Lged in 
those industries. 

I do not propose to make m1y compari
sons whatever with the 1·ate of freight that 
is being charged f0r othe,· commodities 
such as sug,Lr and so on. My friend made 
reference to that, and I think he bas fully 
covered the grouud, but I do feel tl-,at the 
position with respect to rice and catt�e, 
particula,l'ly in Trinidad, is one that i;houkl 
receive immediate attemion. 'l'he position 
is very serious. At the present moment 
the rice industt·y is undergoing ve1·y sevei-e 
competition in 1'rinidad with rice from the 
East. Forward pt·ices at p1·esent are ex
ceedingly low. It is true that at the 
p1·esent moment shipments that are made 
immediately are enjoying a slight premium 
on the indent prices for forward shipment, 
but tluLt position will not hLst very lung. 
It mav not last· even two months. That, 
howe;er, will give this Government 
sufficient time to roake representa
tions, so that, if the rntes of freight 
are reduced hy the time this Colony 
faced with that serious competition, �he 
shippers on this side would be undoubtedly 
in a better position to meet i;hat competi
tion to some extent,. It would not be 
possible to meet it on the whole, neither 
can we expet:t to obtain a difference in 
freight that would offoet the differe11ce iu 
the price of Indian rice. For that matt3r 
the duty to-day is even highet· than the 
rate of freight on the bag, but whateve,· 
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diffe1;ence in freight that is obt,1iniug as 
the result of the representations made by 
this Government would certainly be of 
valuable assistance to the industry. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I think we are a,11 con
cerned in this Colony about Hecuring 
re11sonable freight rntes between this 
Colony and the neighbouring Islands, 
an·d the United Kingdom. I will deal 
first with sugar which the hon. Mem
ber for "\1/estern E8sequebo spoke ,1bout. 
He must bear in mind that sugar is taken 
on board here a.s what is known i1s hulk 
shipment. · It goes in bags and to all 
intents aucl purposes it is not touc;hed 
or handled until it gets to the port of 
disc;harge. Apart from that it goes 
alongside the clod:, but in the case of rice 
and other products, coconuts and coprn 
for instance, they have all to be put into 
lighten; and lo11ded over the si<le of the 
steame1·. Therefore the freight 011 sug1u· 
must be clteapp.t· than that on other pro
<luc;ts from this Colony that lrnvP to he 
doubly lrnnrlled. 

As rega,nl:-; the freight on rice-aud I 
can only de,Ll with it as regards Trinidad 
and B11l'bados-I do not think Members 
of the Couucil realise the c;harges made in 
Trinidad fur handling our rice. I lrnve 
not the figul'es with me iLt the moment. I 
rathel' think Tl'inidacl's charge is 60 pet· 
cent. ag,tinst our 40 pel' cent., and out· 40 
per cent. includes a fairly brge sum fot' 
tonnage clues, piloh1ge and light clues aucl 
overtime. \Vhen a, ste111nel" leaves here for 
Triuiclad a c:1ble is sent stating the 
qm111tity of rice on board and that she may 
an·ive a,t sunset. Tlrnt rice is workecl at 
night in Trinidad; it !ms to be, aud that 
is flll extra charge on that commodity 
which the Colony exports. It is not the 
fault of the steamer agents that tltese 
charges are iucuned, it is just a 1u1tural 
charge which somebody has to pay, and 
the pe1·son is either the producer or the 
consumer. 

The hon. Member for Centl'al Demernra 
spoke of pirate lines and sc;hoonel's ta.king 
rice. They do take rice. Do they evet· 
pay claims for damaged rice? Can they 
get that rice insured? They caunot. When 
a schooner slips into Port-of-Spain and 
slips out aga.in as soon as possible any 
claim for damaged ric;e eithet· en _route to 
Pol't-ofaSp1ti11 or from the schoonel' to 

the landing place is ag,1inst the owner of 
the rice. \Vhen all these things are con
sidered I hold that the cha,l'ges made by 
. the ste11mer agents in this Colony }tre not 
out of proportion wit!, those that lmve to 
be paid ,1fter the �teamer lt•aves this port. 

Mr. WALCOTT: In considering a 
matter of this kind one has to th·row one's 
mind b,1ck a.bout 9 years. \Vheu t11e sub
sidy wu.s given. fo,· thi;; se,·vioe we h0,d no 
steamship companies opera.ting he1·e which 
would t,1ke passengers out of the Colony. 
Even people who wished to go to England 
Imel to leave he1·e 10 01' 14 rfays ahead of 
time so as to catch ;1 :;teamer in Trinidad, 
and oue of the rec1sons that prnwpted the 
Government of the d,1y to give this sub 
,;idy wMi to get regul:Lrity··of ,;ervice for 
passengers betwee11 this Colony a.ncl 
Trinid,ul. Trinid,1d heing one of the prin
cipal West India.11 Colouies to whom we 
supply 1·iee, it goPs without s,1yi11g that 
we should try to obt,Lin ,1s low·a freight 
rnte as possible. \Vhilst I h,we a great 
a,mount of sympathy with the steamship 
companies for thP heavy \ighternge r,1te 
and lauding fees that have to be paid in 
T1·i11idad 011 good,; takeu by steamer, 1 
also re,1li�e that the subsidy given by this 
Government was given for a specfie pur
pose. I think the Can,1dian N atiom1l 
Steamships fully rea.li,;e th11t, but unfor
tunately they h1we what is known a.s 
Conference Line,; which lrnve persuaded 
the Ca11adi1m National 8teamers to join 
them and keep the rates at a certain figure, 
whereas the Canadi11n National Stearn1irs, 
if there was 110 Conference, would be 
satisfied to tt1ke ,1 lower rate and perh,1ps 
get more cargo. 

The n1te on sugar is low; it is a vei'y 
fair anrl goorl rnh•, anr:I of cout•:;e we could 
11ever exi�ecL our rice to get a similar rate 
because, t1s the Hon. M'l'. Austin said, 
sugar is shipper! ii1 large quantities, and 
it is t,1ke11 direct to the refineries in 
Trinidad. There is no cost . of hancllings 
whereas rice has to be handled on the 
steamship wharf or at St. John ot· J\IIon
tl'eal, a.nd we would naturally expect to pay 
a higher rate. But the question is how 
much higher? I think the present l'ate is 
altogether out of proportion. It seems to 
me, therefol'e, that as they have pointed 
out over and over again, only vet·y small 
quantities of rice are shipped to Canada. 
·we might argue with the Canac!ian-
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National Steamers that if they reduced 
their mte:; by 5 or 10 cents per 100 lbs 
they would not lose very ruuch revenue, 
but they would help an industry tlmt well 
needs help at the present time. I think 
therefore that Government would lrnve very 
fair argument in asking for a reduction of 
the fr_eight rates on rice to Canad,i. 

With °;egat·d to the rates not only to 
Trinidad but to the other Islands I claim, 
and I feel th1it I am right, that the 
Canadian National Steamers having made 
an Agreement through the Canadian Gov, 
ernment as part of the Reciprocity 'rreaty, 
should keep themselves free from Confer
ence entanglements. (Hear, hear). ·whilst 
the Conference might serve a good purpose 
in certain directions, the Canadian 
National Steamers have an obligation to 
the Colonies which give them a subsidy, 
t,o try to help their produce to get from 
one place to another at as low a rnte as 
possible, and I feel sure tha.t if proper 
representations were made to the Canadian 
Government by this Government they 
woul<l be iible to obtain some consider
ation. It is well worth trying. vVe 
know that out· minor industries have 
suffered very considerably during the 
last year. There is no immediiite pros
pect of itny improvement in the rice 
industry 011 a.ccount of the low prices 
of 1:ice, and taking all things into con
siderntion the time seems to be opportune 
fol' this Government to make a speci�Ll 
appeal to the Canadian Government for 
;;ome reduction of the freight rates .on 
produce other tlian sugar shipped from 
this Colony to the West Indies and Canada. 

With reg,11'd to the _remal'k made by the 
Hon. Mr. AuBti11 :Lb1rnt insurance 1 think 
he will tiu<l tha.t he is wrong on that 
because we can get insu,·ance on produce 
shipped by schooner to Trinidad and the 
other Islands. I admit that the rates m-e 
higher than on produce shipped by steamer, 
but the lower ra.tes of freight more than 
compeHsate for the extra insurance we 
have to pa.y. 

1 
Mr. SEAFORD : I feel sure that no 

011e in this Colony would opp-ose a motion 
of this kind bec11,use it is ,naturnlly of 
benefit to the Colony to get - as cheap 
freight ra.tes as it is possible to get. 
'!;here are, however, one or two points 
which should not be lost sight of. I am 

referring to the reference made by the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara to "pil'ate" 
ships. vVe know what "pil'ate" ships are, 
and that the Canadian National Steamers 
would never attempt to compete with those 
"pirate" ships. ,ve know the wages the 
men on those ships get in comparisou 
with those on other ships, and I do not 
think any British ship would attempt to 
compete with the rates on those "pirate" 
ships. Tha,t was brought in "}ust as a 
little manamvre. 

It was pointed out that the lighterage 
charge is hea.vy. Perhaps that will not 
last vet·y long. That matter has been 
taken up on several occa,sions, and I think 
it- is realised that Trinidad is at the 
present moment building a deep-water 
h11rbour and boats will be able to get 
;1longside the wharves there. As soon as 
the wo1·k is cowpletecl freight rates will be 
reduc:ed. 

I am not clear on one point. Before I 
went. on leave [ took the matter up and 
the Trinidad Government was quite pre
·pared to send a Government steamer here
for rice and cattle, and the freight rates
were considerably less because that steamer
could go alongside the wharves in Trinidad.
,vhy is it that arrangement has not con
tinued? As far tis I have been able to find
out I think it is due to ,i lack of co-opera
tion amongst the rice people in this
Colony. It is not a vet·y large steamet·
but I think it can carry all the rice they
want, and that it cau be chartered at a
very cheap rate. That also applies to
cattle. J do not think it is the cost of
freight as regards cattle, but there are
other questions whic:h I think Govern
ment has also gone into fully. I have
taken the matter up again. Fortunately I
am not a member of the Rice Marketing
Board or the Rice Association, but I feel
they ma.y assist on the question of freight
rates and try to secure greater co-opera
tion amongst the rice people of the Colony.
I would be only too glad if Government
could do something to reduce the cost of
freight by any means in its power.

�r. ELEAZAR: As I have always 
said in this Council, I would not 
have taken any part in this discussion, 
but for the fact that the hon. 
Member wanted to know why it is that 
the people did not take advantage of the 
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steamer coming from Trinidad. It is 
because Trinidad would not let them. 
There is a lighterage combine in Trinidad 
which protested agt1inst the lighters being 
put out of commission because the steamer 
went alongside the wharf. That is one 
phase. Only recently a cattle dealer in 
Berbice took a single shipment of cattle 
to Trinidad and got them to accept tL 
reduced freight rnte. The lightermeu 
pl"Otostod very strongly and he had to pa.y 
the higher rate. That is one of the 
reasons why. vVe ,1re between the devil 
and the deep sea, the Trinidad lightei-age 
tombine and the Canadian National 
Steamships. 

I ask Government to ac<.:ept the 
motion. The Canudi,111 Reciprocity 
'l'reaty has always been the subje<.:t of con
troversy from -the inception because, 
while on the fa<.:e of it it appears to be a very 
good bargain, we ctmnot put as much 
stuff in Canada as she can put here, there
fore we have to find a reduced tariff. We 
send a handful of goods to Uam1cla. I 
consider it manifestly absurd to sity that 
the Company, in spite of the sub8idy, is 
losing money on the service. The same 
thing happened in the case of the Dem
erara Electric Co. who should never have 
been awarded the lighting contract if they 
could not cai-ry on the tram-car service. 
"\Ve give a subsidy to the Cimadian 
National Steamers so that we could get 
reasonable . rates, and we cannot con
tinue to allow the argument to pre
vail that because they have to do a little 
more handling in the case of rice it should 
be taxed out of existence. That is wht1t 
it amounts to. Rice from Burma ttfter 
six weeks' triwelling can compete with 
British Guiana rice whi<.:h takes 36 hours 
to Trinidad, because of the <.:he,1pness of the 
freight from [ndia and the high amount we 
pay. Again the large importers in Trinidad 
insist that the rice should be sent by the 
Canadian National Steamers so as to keep 
the freight rates up. I do not believe in 
begging when we are paying money. Two 
years hence this Treaty will come up again 
for re-consideration. This is the time to 
go into the whole matter. The Treaty is 
all in favour of C,1nada. It was known 
when the Treaty was made that we could 
not send to Canada what she could send to 
us. vVe should not go hat-in-hand to 
Canada. While I do not think they are 
doing too much for sugar they are doing 

too little fo1· rice. I think Government 
ought to take steps to remove the obshu;les 
if possible. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (i.\fr. 
P. W. King): After listening to the 
remal"l,s made by the various hon. 
Members who have spoken, Govern
ment will take action in this matter, 
but I would like to point out that 
Government has not been neglecLiug the 
position in the past. Some tiwe in 1933 
1·epreseutations were made by the Chambe1· 
of Commerce, and on those representations 
the matter was taken up with the Canadian 
authorities with the result that the freight 
mtes we1·e reduced from $4.50 to $4 per 
ton, but the Canadian authorities then 
pointed out that with regard to ri<.:e 
exported to Trinidad especially, the cost 
of lmndling was vet·y heavy. In fact it was 
estimated that out of the $4.50 per ton $2 
is spent in a,ctual handling charges, and 
that the $2.50 that remained was not 
enough fo1· c,u-rying it over that distance 

With regard to competition with Indian 
rice they made the point tluit rice was 
brought from India more or less as ballast 
and not as freight, and that was the 
reason for the low freight rates. Govern
ment has t,iken up tt!l representations that 
have been m,ide. In 1932 representations 
were made, and from the figut·es which I 
have here it would seem that it was reduced 
to $4 per ton in 1933, and on the 9th 
February it dropped as low as $3.90. On 
the 9th .Mat·ch, 1934, it was further 
rnduced to $3.36 per ton to meep some 
spe<.:ial competition by schooners pJying to 
1'riuidad, hd l1<wing got rid of that com
p3tition they rai�ed it again to $3. 90 per 

. ton. 'l'hat was in November, 1933, and 
'Government asked the Chamber of Com
merce when thP, freight rate was reduced 
to $4, to see how it would work, and on 
further rnpresentations being made the 
matter would be tiiken up again. As 
recently as November last year the Cham
ber of Commerce wrote again asking Gov
ernment to loo� into the matter again, 
and Government h�s taken the matter up. 
,We are'·ll'ow awaiting a reply from the 
local steamship agents on certain questions 
that have been asked, and when that has 
been t·ecei ved the matter will receive full 
considerntion of Govemrnent, and further 
representation will be made to the Canadian 
authot·ities which Government hopes will 

..., 



525 Freight Rate� 9 JANU-ARY, 1935. Medical De71Mtment 526 

result in a reduction of the freight rates. 
The Agreement will have to be renewed in 
1937; perhaps that would be the best 
time to represent all these matters and try 
to get better t-erms for this Colony. 1 can 
give the assurance that the matter will

receive every consideration by Govern
ment and proper representations will be 
made. 

Mr. BRASSING1'ON: In view of the 
general and strong support I have received 
for my motion I do not think it is neces
siu·y t11 say very mut;h. Wit,h the single 
exception of the Hon. Mr. Austin it has 
received very strong support indeed. As 
far as I could gather from his remarks the 
Hon. Mr. Austin was the only Member 
who did not think that the freight charges 
on sugar and rice to Canad:t--12 cents and 
25 cents per 100 lbs respectively-wera 
out of proportion, and advanced as a 
reiison for the difference the double h,ind
ling that took place with regard to rice. 
That evidently was not, the opinion of the 
·other speakers. 'l'he Hon. Mr. \Valcott
fiaid he considered the freight rnte on rice
was out of prnportion, and I think all the
other speakers held the same view. I
ende:ivou1·ed in my opening remarks to
make it clear and emphasise to the best of
my ability that J was not cavilling or try
ing to argue that sugat· was too lightly
taxed in regard lo freight. I am a sugar
pbnter, and I emphasised tlmt sugar was
the maiw,tay of the Colony, hut suga,1·
plant.er as I am T cannot reconcile or con
scientiously say that a freight rnte of 12
cents pe1· JOO lbs on sugar and 25 cents
per l 00 lb�. on rice is a pruportio1mte and
fail' cha;:ge.

The Hon. 'M:1·. Austin also laid stress on 
the advtmtages of insurance by the Ciul!t
dian Ntttional Steamships and other Line.�. 
I am not in a position to go into the 
question of what freight mtes steamship 
companies must charge to balance their 
accounts with 1·egard to the running of 
their steamei·s. 'l'be hon. Membe1· has an 
advantage over me because he is a steam
ship agent,, but however the steamship 
companies are suffering by riepression in 
freight rates throughout the world, or how 
many Lines have several of theit· steamers 
lymg idle on account of not being iible to 
get freight does not altet· the fact of the 
comparison l have made between the 
freight rates on sugar and rice to Canada. 

The Hon. Mr. Walcott spoke of ship
ping rings .. I think there wlll always be 
that sort of thin-g not only in steamship 
lines but in'any form of business. Another 
point made by the Hon. Mr. 'Walcott was 
as regards insurance on freight by 
schooners. I think he made it clear that 
claims for loss are made good by the 
owners of the schooners. I do not wish 
to make any comparison between the 
subsidy this Colony pays to the Canadian 
National Steamships and the advan
Lagt:s we receive in connet;tion with trade, 
but I would say that the feeling in 
this Colony is that the subsidy of 
$40,800 is a very handsome one, and as 
the hon. Member for Berbice River said, 
now is the time for us to put our house 
in orde1· and to know exactly what 
we want and what we are prepared to give 
and to do when the next Conforence takes 
place in 1937. I think in that respect 
this debate will be helpful. I understand 
from the Colonial Secretary that Govern
ment made representations to Canada 
as recently as November, 1933. I am 
glad to hear that, and as I and othe1· 
Elected Members have emphasised, we 
hope Government will take further steps 
very early and very strongly with regard 
to the general dissatisfaction with the 
freight rates we have to pay, not only on 
goods going to Canada but to the West 
Indfr111 Islands. 

Motion ca1 ried. 

MEDICAL DEPAR'l'MENT. 

.Mr. ELEAZAR : I beg to move .
That in the opinion of this Conncil ohe 

appointment of the CommiLLee to enqnire into 
the administration of the Medical Depal'truent 
is a violation of the privileges of the Unofficial 
Members of 1be Council and a dangerous prece• 
dent to future administration . 

This motion was tabled by me at a pre
vious session of the Council, but for some 
reason or ,1nother it was crowded out. 
Whether it was done adroitly as a politi
cal move or othenvise I cimnot say, but 
it has necessibtted my having to table it 
again. But fot· the principles involved I 
would prefer to let the matter rest. I 
have brought it ag,1in with some amount of 
regret, and that regret is due to the fact 
that I am driven by Government to make 
remarks about myself, and Government 
will be the first to say that it i8 because of 
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the ensuing General Elections. (Laughter). 
My only regret is that I am placed. in 
that position, but the remarks I intend 
to make_ about myself will be very 
few. I can assure Government that I 
had nothing like the General Elections 
in my mind because I can stand before 
my constituents and say that during 
the time 1 have served them in the 
Legislature I have endeavoured to do so 
houestly (Hea1·, hear), and I have done· so 
all the time conscientiously ,ind consis
tently, and I can say that wherever the 
facts or circumstances permitted I have 
done so as temperately as I could. I have 
never attempted to cajole Govemment or 
attempted to cajole or flatter the public. 
I think 1 speak as I feel on all matters. 
If I know Government is wrong I say so, 
and if I think Government is right I say 
so. Those, sir, are the principles by which 
I have been guided itll the time I have 
. served l1ere. 

Therefore when I am callrd upon in
directly by Government to make the state
ment I propose to make to the Council to
day it is very painful to me. The circum
stances howevet· warrant it, and 
when I have made it I am done 
with it. I say first of all that when
ever a motion is brought by a Member 
of the Council for the appointment of 
a Committee or Commission · that 
Member must have in hiH mind cet·tain 
irregularities or certitin conditions which 
he thinks should be removed or im
pl'Oved. 'rhe Member who brings the motion 
naturally expects to be given an opportu
nity to sent> on that Committee or Com
mission if it pleases Government to 
appoint one. Int.his instance Government 
thought fit to a1,;cept the motion brought 
by me for ,m inquiry to be ir,stituted into 
the administration of the :Medi1,;al Dep:1.rt
ment, and equally f1L to leave rny name out 
of the personnel of the Committee. I 
thought ii.t first it was an oversight on the 
part of Ooveruweut bemmse in all my 
expel'"ienee in this House aud outside of 
it I have uever known a siugle in8tauce in 
which an Unofficial Member who brought 
it motion for an inquiry wa;; left out of 
that inquiry. Therefore I can only con
clude t!tat when Government con .. eived 
the idea of leaving me out Govemment di<l 
so intentionally. It wi.s an attempt to 
baulk the iuquiry, to deny me the advan
tage of inquiring and sati�fying myself 

whether the information which prompted 
me to bring the motion, and the ob8er
q1.tions I had made were well founded. 
Government did not wish to know that 
and therefore thought fit not to include 
me in the personnel of the Committee. I 
consider I was entitled to inclusion- at 
least my opinion should have been asked
and Gov€rnment should have asked me 
whether it was possible for me to give my 
time on tl1e Committee. I consider it a 
privilege not only of my own but th., 
pl'ivi'lege of every Unofficial Member of 
this Council, and that is the reasou why I 
insisted on bt"inging the motion. I could 
have snapped my fingPrs at it, but I 
realised that was a dangerous attitude to 
take up; it would have put a weapon into 

• the hauds of Government for .further us<>.
The next time Government might lea.ve
some other Member out. It has never
been done in this Council before.

When Government's attention was drawn 
to the motion Government had thH 
temerity to inform me that it hoped I 
would go before the Committee and give 
evidence. If that was not insolent absur
dity I fail to understand what is. \Vh,1.t 
evidence ca.n I give? Heat·s,iy evidence 
that somebody told _me so and so? Would 
that be evidence at all? I have nut been 
pr:ictising law for over a quarter of a cen
tury for nothing, It was a grntuitou� 
insult to me and nothing short of t,Jmt, 
and the. tiuggestion could only have 
emanated from a veritable tyro as regards 
the htw of evidence. Further Government 
said it did not think it was a violation of 
the privilrge of a Member of this, Council. 
If it is a right then Government's'position 
is worse. I ha\'e a recollection, and I 
think it is a very vivid recollection, of the 
fact that Government lrns been coilSistently 
depriving the Fnotlicial Members of th"e 
Council of severnl privileges. vVl1e11 I 
became a Member of the House it was the 
privilege of the Seniot· Eleded Membn to 
respond to the Budget Speech, but the 
mo11wnt the new Constitution came into 
force I was politely told at the very first 
meeting of the Council by anothe1· Fleeted 
Member that .I w1Juld not be permitted to 
reply to the Governor's Spi!ech, but it 
would be the Senior Unofficial Member. I 
am not suggesting that the hon. Member 
who did it was not worthy, but it was not 
his privjlege notwithstanding the fact that 
it was. a Budget ·for- a la1·ge deficit, and 
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that from that time it lms been nothing 
else. 

I also hiwe a recollection that when 
I b�came a Merobet· of the Romm I 
found the Elected Members with the 
privilege of inquiring into petitions 
addressed to Your Excellency ,ind 
this House. The moment the Consti
tution was changed it was suggested 
to the Elected Members that they 
could leave those petitions to the 
Governor in Council. I know t-hat since 
then nrnny of those petitiorrn never 
reach the Governor in Council at a.H; 
they are decided by the Governor 
11lone. What the petitioners get after, 
wards is an intimation th:it Govf'm
ment is l!OlTY it c1rn11ot interfere, and so 
many a petition with a. lot of merit is 
thrown into the waste paper basket. Con
sideration of petitions was the r·ight of 
the Elected Members of this House which 
they were induced to give up, and they 
ought to regret it forever because they 
have rlerived no benefit by doing so. 
Therefore, "ith that experience, when in 
this jnstance another privilege was sought 
to be withdt·awn from us by omitting me 
from the Committee I felt it was my duty 
to b1·ing it to the notice of Members of 
the Council for an expression of opinion 
whether Government's action was the 
correct thing. 

I do not think I have much need to say 
very much more, but [ would ask Govern
ment itself to say whether this is not a very 
dtuigerous precedent for future Admi11istra
ti011. Your Excellency will recognise that 
although. this Council cannot bind its 
successor the precedent will be established. 
When the precious Committee was for
mulated not it single Government medical 
pra.ctitioner· who had experience in hospi
tals or in the districts was a.�ked to be a 
member, and it was only after long agita
tion that Dr. de Freitas was put on the 
Committee. The doctors had decided that 
they would not give evidence hefore .the 
Committee. 

THE PRESIDENT: I would ask the 
hon. Member to be more careful about his 
Femat·ks. There was no very long agita
tion. The very moment Government 
received the request it was agreed to. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am · very sorry if I 

have misrnpresented the position, but 
Your Excellency will pel'lnit me to sa.y 
that I was informed that they made a 
request a.nd it was denied. 'I hey made �L 

second request and decided that they 
would not give evidence before the Com
mittee until a Government Medical Officer 
was appointed, and then Dr. de l!'reitas 
was appointed. I am not here.to quarrel 
with Government. I am here to say just 
what the motion says, that I regard the 
appointment of this Committee as a viola
tion of the privileges of the Unofficial 
Members of this Council and as a dan
.gerouq precedent. The oi:iginal motion 
stated that it was calculated to frustrate 
the object of the inquiry, but after a doc
tor who had experience was appointed T 
withdrew that clause of the motion. 
Govemment will therefot·e see that l was 
very careful about what I was putting 
before the Council. - Wh1it I am putting 
before tl�e Council is that the Committee, 
composed as it is, is a violation of the 
privilege of the Council, and is a dangerous 
precedent considering that . we will be 
having a new Governor and a new Coloniail 
Secretary, and that it would be easy for 
them to say that thet·e is precedent for it. 
The1·e are few privileges left to Elected 
Members, and withdrawing them like this 
does not appeal to me. I therefore think 
it is my duty to put it to hon. Membe1·s 
to say whether I am correct in my .view 
or not. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: ·I second this motion 
on the grnund that I agree with the hon. 
Member that thel'e are certain privilege$ 
of Members of this Council, a,nd those 
l\'lembers are withjn their rights if they 
iwe jealous of those privileges. At the 
same time I am mindful of the fact tha.t 
the appointment of a Committee-or Com
mission, whether as the result of a motion 
by a :;\'lembet· of the Council 01· as the 
result of representations macle by any 
individual, is entil'ely at the discretion of 
His Excellency the Governor. But I 
think it should not be overlooked that a 
Member who moved ;;uch an irupor·tant 
motion as the one referred to for the 
appointment of a Committee to inquire 
into a Depa1·tment should at least have 
been approached as to whether he would 
be willing to serve on the Committee. It 
seems to me that Government would be 
acting unwisely if after· a Member moved 
a motion for the appointment of a Corri-



531 Jtolion 9 JANUAl!Y, UJ35. -A1cdic1il Depa1·tme'llt 532

mittee to inquire into twy Department, it 
did not include that M.ember in the Com
mittee appointed. 

Your Excellency is well aware that 
when the motion was tabled there was a 
gt·eat deal of unrest ge;;erally speaking. 
The Council prnctically as ii whole took 
the opportunity of ventilating its views 
on the subject. That should have shown 
Government that the subject was one of 
very far-reaching importance, and it P.eems 
to me that an e1Tor W}tS committed when 
the hon. Member was not included in tlmt 
Committee. At the same time I wish to 
say that so far as I am concerned I am 
perfectly satisfied that Government had 
no motive whatever in not including that 
Member in the Committee, but on the 
other hand I am sorrv to think that he 
was not even approach�d. The question 
this Council has to decide to-day is 
whether it is within the pti vileges of a 
Member to expect such an appointment. 
It seems to me that is something which 
should occupy the attention of the Council. 
I am entirely in agreement with the view 
that if a Member of this Council tables a 
motion fo!· an inquiry into any Depart
ment that Member, with all due respect 
to the discretionary power of the Governor, 
would be entitled to a �eat on tlrn,t, Com
mittee on the ground that he would he 
then given an opportunity to fully explore 
the eompbints that led to his motion. 

As fat· as I am concemed I have no 
particular 1·eference to make about t.he 
personnel of the Committee, although my 
humble opinion is that there are some 
people who should properly hiive been 
included, but the appointment was entirely 
at the discretion of the Governor. Some 
Members will pl'obably say that they 
·would have liked to have seen a couple of
ladies on the Committee, especially as
there was so much talk about children and
nurses in connection with the Public Hos
pital. But when t.he mover of a motion
for the appointment of a Committee is
not asked to serve on that Committee T
agree with the hon. Member that it is a
viola,tion of the privileges of the Council
which every Unotfici,d :\'1 ember should
endeavour to uphold. For that reason I
beg to second the motion.

Mr. WILLS : I am not saying very 
much. All I say is that I ,a?ree with the 

views expressed by the two previous 
speakers. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON : I also do not 
p1'opose to say vel'y much, except that I 
do not think there is any Memuer of this 
Council who is more jealous of the privi
leges of the Unof:l:icial Members than I am. 
To the best of my knowledge, since I have 
been !t Member of this Rouse, thel'e lms 
been no instance where the mover of a_ 
motion for the appointment of a Com
mittee of Inquiry ha� not been included in 
the personnel of that Committee. I do 
not know Governme11t's reason for not 
including the hen. Member in the person
nel of the Medical Committee, but I am 
quite sure Your Excellency was not 
:1ctuated by any ulterior motive because 
all the Members of the Council are aw,tre 
of your high appreciation of the services 
of the hon. Membet· for Berbice River. 

While we are on the subject of privi
leges I think the hon. Meruber for· George
town North asked earlier in the session 
who w,is the Senior Elected Member, and 
Your Excellency promised to go into the 
matter. May I remind Y om· Excellency 
of it and express the hope that we will 
get an early reply? Committees and Com
missions a,1·e becoming of everychty occur
rence, and in the next few rliiys I ,vill give 
notice of questions in regard to how many 
Commissions have been appointed, the 
names of members and their attendance. 
(Laughter). I expect that in the matter 
of attendance thern will be a good deal of 
heart-burning because some members seem 
to me to be selected bv Goverhment to 
sit on neady every C�mmittee that i� 
appointed. I am not at all anxious to be 
one of those who sit on all Committees 
because I think they a1·e g1·eatly overdone. 
The appointment of Committees in most 
cases means the shelving of the matter. 
The report of the Committee is pigeon
holed, and in two or three months most 
people forget that ,;uch a Committee ever 
sat. 

A Commission has been appointed to 
inquire into conditions in Essequebo. I 
am not- going to qua.1Tel because my name 
does not figure among the personnel. l 
am ve1·y glad it does-not, but I will 1mve 
the privilege to give evidence, I hope, and 
I will be quite satisfied with that. But I 
do say that within my recollection the 
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invariable rule has been that the move1· of 
a. motion for a Committee or Commission
of inquiry has always been included in its
personnel, and I would be interested to
know why the hon. Member for Berbice
RiveL· has been excluded from this Com
mittee.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I also rise to 
support the motion which I think was 
brought that this Council should decide 
whether it is tho privilege of the mover of a 
motion for the appointment of a Committee 
of inquiry to be appointed to that Commit
tee. It is desirable that the question should 
be settled once and for all. I think it is in 
the interest of any inquiry tlmt the Mem
be1· who asked for the inqui1·y should be 
included in the perso1111el of the Com
mittee. I presume tlmt Government had 
the best intentions in leaving tho hon. 
Member out of the Committe, but T thi11k 
it would serve a good purpose if this Coun
cil is 1mtde aware whether it is the p1·i
vilege of a Member who moves a. motion 
for the a.ppointruent of tL Committee to be 
included in its personnel. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: The object of the 
motion is to get an expression of opinion 
from the Council whether it nece�sarily 
follows that the mover of a motion for th::! 
appointment of a Committee should be 
included in its personnel. We are all very 
jealous of the privileges of Elected Mem
bers, and I tt�ke it that having heard the 
views of hon. Members Your Excellency 
will take it as an expression of their 
opinion as to what shoulrl be done in 
future. I do not suggest for ,i moment 
that the1·e was any intentional omission of 
the hon. �lember, but it seems to me an 
unfortunate omission. The hon. Member 
is not seeking redress for tiny perso·nal 
grievance but wi,;hes to establish ,t prin
ciple and get a, ruling by the Council. 

"\,Vith respect to the point ,�s to who is 
the Senio1· U noflici,i\ :vr em bet· of the Coun
cil I do not think we should enga.ge in any 
seniority tangle. I do not claim to be 
the Senior Elected Member of the Council, 
but I think the point might be decided by 
Your Excellency so th,tt we can determine 
who is the Senior Membe1·. 

As regards the selection of the personnel 
of the Committee, I observe that two 
privtite priictiti_oners have been included, 

and I take it those men have had practi
cal experience of the work of the Medical 
Department. The point to be decided is 
whether we can claim it as a. matter of 
right or as a privilege of the House, or 
whether the appointment of the mover of 
a motion to a Committee is in the abso
lute discretion of the Governor. 

THE COLONIAL SECRET ARY : I 
propose to deal briefly with the motion. 
In my opinion there has been no violation 
of any privilege of Membm·s of the Council. 
The appointment of a Committee is entirely 
a matter for the Governor of the Colony, 
and not a word has been said this morning 
to support the claim that it is the absolute 
privilege of the mover to be appointed a 
member of the Committee. The dghts 
and privileges of Members of the Couucil 
are set out in the various Laws and Rules 
of the Council, and I know of no Rule 
which says that the move1· of a motion for 
the appointment of it Committee is entitled 
to a seat on that Committee. In this 
particular instance I can give the hon. 
Member the assurance that there was 
no ulterior motive whatever in not 
appointing him to be a membe1· of the 
Committee. 'fhese Committees give a 
considerable amount of trouble to orgf10ise. 
It is essential that we should have on 
these Committees members who a.re will
ing to serve a,nd able to attend the 
various meetings of the Committees. I 
can assure the hon. Member that there 
was no intention to g]ight him. Govern
ment cannot admit thab the moving of a. 
motion for the appointment of a. Com
mittee entitles a Member to iL seat on that 
Committee. 'l'he statement has been made 
by hon. Members that dm·iug their time 
in the Council it has alw,1,ys been the prac
tice. v\Thether thiit is so or not I am not 
p1·ep1ued to dispute, but even that would 
not entitle a Member to say that it is an 
absolute t·ight 01· privilege of hii!, or that 
if his mi.me is omitted, ,u1y of the privileges 
of the U noffi.cial Members of the Council 
hiwe been violated. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I iLm pleased to hear 
Government, through its official mouth
piece, say tha.t there was no intention on 
its part to violate any principle or 
deliberatelv leave me out, but I do not 
think that is a.n answer. However, I 
must take Government at its word. But 
I cannot undersfand the argument of the 
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acting Colonial Secretary, who happens to 
be a lawyer like myself, when he says that 
this thing has been going on in and out of 
season. Against that there is the evidence 
of one hon. Member who has been a Mem
·ber of . this House fo1· 24 years, that
this is the only instance he can remember.
If the Colonial Secreta:ry had been in
another place he would have been the fh·st
to speak about custom. If all the laws to
be observed were put in writing the world
would not be able to contain the books.
The -question of_ seniority neve1· came into
my-mind at all. I mentioned it incidentally.
Afte1· what the Colonial Secretary has
said I need not press for a division on the
motion. The Unofficial Members are
satisfied with the assurance of Gover�
ment, and I am satisfied at having brought
the matter to the notice of the Council.

Motion withdrawn. 

PENSIONS REGULA'f!ONS, 1933. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I beg to move:
THA"r t.overoment be req uesled to prepare 

forthwith, for the consideration of this Council, 
a Bill to amend Hegnla.tion 17 of the Pensions 
Regulations, 1933, under Ordinance �O of 1933, 
with respect to the allowan.ces to oflicers who 
have served fifteen year. in a non-pensionable 
office. 

I brought this motion hoping to get 
Government's sympathy. Govemment knows 
the situation that has arisen as mention 
was made of it befo1·e .. The acting Colo
nial T1·easurer was very kind to point out 
to me Section 17 of the Pensions Ordi
nance, 1933, which he thought would meet 
the c,1se. Of course I excuse the hon. 
Member because he is not a h1wyer, but in 
htw every syllable is given its intrin,:;ic 
vitlue. Section 17 ( 1) states :-

.. In spe�ial cases aoy person holding a non· 
pensionable office who after the commencement 
of this Ordinance retires in circumstances in 
which he might have been granted a. pension if 
he had held n pensionable office may if he has 
not less than fifteen years continuous service in 
the Colony be granted an annual allowance not 
exceeding two-thirds ot the pension that he 
might h:1.ve been granted had he been employed 
in a pensionable office." 

That, the Colonial Tre11-surer �It, would 
' q ;; meet the case of persons ,v.�.Oc are not 

employed in a pensiortabl� offici{ anci that 
there was no need for such persons ·to be 
apprehensive. .But those�: two words 
" speciftl cases," mean p101'e" than t1u; i:es.t 

of the. section. They mean tha-t when such 
a pe1·so11 reti1·es he will have to appeal to 
Government who will very probably appeal 
to the Head of his Depa1·tment who may 
be a new man and will have to look at the 
defaulters' sheet. He may find· that the 
officer had been fined 24 cents fo1· smoking 
cigarettes during office hours, or repri
manded for arriving at office 5 minutes 
late. A list of such offences over 20 years 
would look very formidable to a pe1·son 
who did not know they were all t1·ivialities. 
Then he is told that J{e cannot be given · a 
pension on the face of his record. I do 
not think that is a po8ition in which any 
person who has served Government should 
find himself. In nine cases out of ten, if 
this section is applied, an officer would 
get nothing at all. If Government is 
really sincere in dealing with these men I 
think those three words" In opecial cases" 
should be reinoved. I do not think 
they were put there intentionally. When 
the ,section was drnfted the period was 15 
years. I think it was changed last year to 
20 year8. 

The Council adjouL"ned for the luncheon 
L"ecess. 

Mr. ELEAZAR (resuming) : When the 
Council adjoured I had said all I had to 
say and was just making a final appeal to. 
Youl' Excellency. All I am pleading fol' 
is the deletion of those words " In special 
cases," which will not harm anybody. I 
think ·after a man has served 20 yeal'S all 
his sins should be forgiven him, and he 
should be given a pension without further 
consideration. If Government deleted 
those words it would be doing a lasting 
service to those who are really deserving. 

Mr. WILLS : I beg to second the 
motio11. 

THE PRESfDENT: Perhaps it might 
save the time of the Council if · the 
Colonial TreaRu1·e1· replied now and dealt 
with the matter from Government's point 
of view. It may not be necessary for 
other Members to speak. 

Mr. Mc DAV £D (Colonial T1·easurer): 
In the interval I have been endeavoul'ing 
to aRcel'tain the origin of the words " In 
special cases," which the hon. Membel' 
has complained of. I find that with the Bill 
which was put before the Council 'in 1933 
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there was published an explanatory 
memorandum which specially noted that 
the words " In special cases," had been 
added to Regulation 17 ( l ). As the hon. 

--Member is a lawyer and was present dur-
ing all the debates when the Bill was 
before the Council I take it that he must 
have given all attention when the explana
tion was offernd. Therefot·e I feel there was 
deliberate intention on the part of Gover, 
ment in putting those words in, to make 
the grant of a pension or award of an 
anniml allowance not automatic. The 
Council is a.ware tha.t pensions cannot be 
granted as au absolute right, nor can [Lil 

allowance. be granted iis an absolute right. 
Government intended to obtain some power 
to awat·d such allowances wheu they were 
fully earned by reason of meritorio�s ser
vice. 

I may. say that in the two 01· th1·ee 
cases that have arisen since the passing of 
this Ordinance a very generous interpre
tation hiis been placed on those words, 
and no one has yet failed to earn a pen 
sion by rea.son of not having given meri
torious service. But I am quite prepared 
to agree with the hon . .Member that pet·
haps some plu·aseology which is capable of 
more precise interpretation thau " In 
special cases " should be used. I am not 
prepared to say now what that phraseology 
should be, but it should be some phrase 
which would give Government power to 
refuse the award in a case where an office1· 
or person has not given satisfactory se1·
vice. Ir1 the case of iL public officer the1·e 
is a section in the Ordinance which 
empowers the Government eithel' to 
redune or not grnnt a pension at a,11 if his 
conduct ha.s been such as to warrant such 
a course. Therefore iu :L seetion dealing 
with ,urnu,_d allowances there should be 
8illlilar provision. 

I agree that some precise words other 
than in "In special cases" might be used, 
and if the hon . .Membet· would, with the 
permi�8ion of his seconder, withdrnw his 
motion Government, would undertake to 
consider the question very carefully and 
arrive at some more satisfactory phrase
ology than is in the Ordinance at pt·esent. 
'.l'hat would help not only those persons 
whom it is intended to help but those who 
have to administer the Ordinance, because 
we ourselves might find some difficulty at 
some latet· stage in defi�itely stating 

whether or not some person is entitled to 
a pension. Perhaps the hon. Membet· will 
agree to withdraw his motion on the 
undertaking given. 

THE PRESIDENT : I appreciate the 
hon. Membe1·'s action in drawing Govern
ment's attention to this matter, but I 
think the hon. �!ember also appreciates 
the difficulty as explained by the Colonial 
'l'reasurer. If the hon. Member would be 
satisfied to leave it as it is Government 
would look into the matter. 

.M.r. ELEAZAR : I will have to do that 
because there is nothing else I can do. 
(Laughter). 

Er,EC'l'ION OF VILLAGE CHAIRMEN, 

The uext item on the Order Paper was 
the following motion by Mr. WILLS:-

WHEREAS by section 34 (2) of the Local Gov• 
ernment Ordinance, ChaptE:r 84, the power t'l 
a.ppoiut Chairmen of the several Village Coun
cils is vested in the Local Government Boa.rd; 

And Where'l.s in his Minute No. 2 on Local 
Gove nment and Administration, dated the 6th 
December, 19:H, addressed to the Legislative 
Council l,y Governor Sir E. B. Denham, intima
tion wae given (pa.ge 4, pa.ra. l) tha� Govern
ment had approv�d of the Villa.ge Committees 
(Councils) having the power to elect their. own 
Chairmen; 

And Whereas the Village Councils, in conse
quence of the sail! intimation, have been exer. 
cisingthe right of electing their own Chairmen; 

And Whereas it is desirable that the practice 
of the Village Con-ocils in electing their own 
Chairmen as aforesaid should be consolidated 
by, and have the sanction of law: 

Be it, therefore, Resolved, -That this Council 
recommend� to (;l-overnment the amendment of 
the Local Government Ordinance, Chapter 84; 
to provide for the Villa.ge Councils electing 
their own Cha.irmev, and that such amendment 
ue introduced to this Council in time to permit 
its being passed into law before the New Vil• 
lage Councils enter np:m their office for the
year 1935 as prodded by section 65 (2) of the 
Local Government Orrlin•tnce, Chapter 84. 

THE PRESIDENT: Before the hon. 
Member moves his motion, perhaps if the 
Colonial Secretary made an announcement· 
it might not be necessary for the hon. 
.Member to move it because the point 
raised has 11l(·eady been met. 

' \� .• ,, 

TaE ::·cbt.oN'rA.t S]!;CRETARY: In
conn�ctfon�vit�;t�e._, motion by the hon.
Member,. a :Bill ,.J!a,_s been drafted dealing
with toe election of Villa"'e Coun.cils in. ,, . . . .:, ' winch p1·ov1sro11 has been made along the
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lines of his motion. Tha� Bill will have 
to be submitted first of nil to the Secre
tary of. State, ,1nd in the circumstances I 
would suggest that the hon. Member with
drnw his motion. T might read Ola.use 7 
(1) of the Bill which says:-

" Each village conucil shall elect one of tl,e·.r
nulllber to be chairman for the eosning year." 

I think that will covet· all that the hon. 
Member desires. 

Mr. WILLS: I beg to express my deep 
appreciation, ,ind the ,tppreciation of the 
village authorities, of the expeditious 
manner in which Government has handled 
this matter. It iti ,Lil important matter, 
and I am sure that the country will repose 
that confidence in Govemment th,it Gov
ernmeut deserves. I need not s,ty m1y 
more because the matter ha::; been well 
covered by the proposed Bill. 

THE PRESIDENT : I appreciate the 
remarks of the hon. Merubet·, but the mat
t�r has not been quite so expeditiously 
dealt with as he thinks. Government has 
been trying to deal adequately with the 
question of village elections since 1925. 
(Laughter). 

lVIotiop. withdrawn. 

CONTRIBU'l'IONS ·ro h1PE1UA L INS'l'I'l'U'l'!ONS. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move:-

'l'HA'f, with refereuce to the Oflicer Adminis• 
tering the GovernmenL's Message No. 8 of the 
20th of December, 1934, this Council approves 
of the inser�hn in the Estimates of Expendi
ture of contributions to the undermentioned 
Imperial Institutions:-

(a) $528 per annum as from the year 19114 
to"·ardg the maintenance of the work of 
Imperial Agricultural Bureanx and ot the 
Imperial Economic and Shipping Committee: and 

(b) $192 as one payment in re�pect of the
period 1st October, 1933, to 31st March, 1935, 
towards the work of the Farnham House Para
site Laboratory, the Biological Field Station 
(Storecl Product, Research) Slough, and the 
Low Temperature Research Stations ali Cam
bridge, Eo1st Malling and Aberdeen. 

The reasons for this motion are clearly 
set out in Message No. 8 which has been 
communicated to the Council, and I do not 
think r can usefully add anything to what 
has been set out. 

l.\fr. Si\'lELLTE �econded. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Have we been carry
ing out these obligations, or are they new 
commitments? 

THE PRESIDENT: The position i8 
that these donations have been paid, and 
the purpose of the motion is to give them 
some continuity. The Council will now 
undertake to ptiy these sums over a period 
of years rather than make an annual pay
ment. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Para
graph "1 of the Message states :-

" The work of the Imperial Bureaux is also 
well known to this Go\·ernmeot and Members 
will doubtl�ssly recollect the passing of Hesolu. 
tion No. XV. of the 6th of December, 1929, 
approving of the contribution by this Colony of 
$480 per annum for a period of 5 years towards 
the work of the Bureaux, This contribution 
was, however, discootioned after 1933," 

"\Ve are itsked to resume it and to cou
tribute $528. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I wonder if we can 
,tfford to make these laryesses at the 
present time. '>Ve do not hope to get a 
single stivei· in return-no benefit wha.t
ever. vVe must be just before we are 
generous. The Imperial Agricultural 
Bureau is co8ti11g us 11 lot already. It 
seems to rne just anothet· additiou to the 
$118,000 we are paying on this side. We 
,1re playing with money which we have not 
got. The Secretary of State wants us to 
do lots of things which we know we cannot 
afford to do. 1 can htwdly conceive nny 
Unotticial Member of the Council sanction
ing a payment of this kind. 

Motion carried. 

ANNUAL ESTIMA'l'ES. 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF AGRICULTURE. 

The Council resolved itself into Commit. 
teeand resumed consideration of the Esti-
ma,tes of Expenditure to be defrayed from 
Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1935. 

Mr. AUSTIN: Year in ,ind year out 
this Department comes in for very severe 
criticism, but I do not think the strictures 
passed upon it are altogether deserved. I 
view it from this point: that we have this 
huge Dep;1rt1m�11"t in n yet undeveloped 
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country, and I take it that if development 
_is to come along the lines that Govern
ment and the Authorities at Home wish, 
we have to provide the technical staff to 
visit the interior, and look after the rice 
and sugar industries ,ind other agricultural 
industries, so that when the call comes we 
may be in a position to produce such goods 
and agriculturnl stuff tlrnt miiy be wanted. 
A� a '\Vater Street sugar planter I want to 
pay a tribute to the Depiu·trnent for the 
very ,1ble wny it assists the sugar industry. 
(He,t1·, hea1·). Ou occasion.� we have been 
generally a.ble to 8ecure au oflicer as expe
ditiously as possible to look after any . 
disease that may be att,Lckin" the su,Yar 
cane, but the sugar industry is n�t the o�ly 
pebble on the beach. The otbe1· industries 
have to be looked after as well. Our lu.te 
(fovemor, Sir Edward Denh,LD1, made no 
secret of it-in fact it wiLs common know
ledge that he thought the time had come 
to curtail the expenditure on this DPpart
ment. He spoke about that in many waya, 
and although I am not ag,1inst the esti
mate, except one item, I certainly think 
that the new item introduced above 
the line-the Plant Breeder-might be 
put below the line fo1· 19:35 if the 
office1· is wanted, and at the-end of the vetLl', 
if the new Governo1· or Colonial Secl'�buy 
thinks it advi�able that. he should be kept 
on we would t,hen consider whether lie 
should be placed above the line. In the 
meantime J suggest to the Director that 
t,he salarv of the officer be co11ti11uetl a8 it 
was in 1934-. 

Mr. Dt; AGUIAR : I spoke at some 
length on the ,ictivities of the Dep,u·tment 
when the Members of Lhe Coundl J.,ul the 
oppol'tunity of rnplying to the Budget 
Speech of the Coloui;Li Secret,Lt·_r at the 
opening of the ses8iou. At that time I 
was at p1Liu8 to point out and to quote 
figures showing au inerease in the per
sonal emoluments of this Dep,Lrtment 
during the past 10 years. Those figures 
a.re well known to Me1ubers of the Council
and I do not propose to repeat them
to-day, but [ would 'invite the Director of
Agriculture to pay ,;ome 1Ltte11tion tu the
rem,u·ks I m,1cie 011 that occasion and, if
possible, justify the expenditure on that
Department fo,, this year. The1·e can lw
no doubt about it that the incre:�se in the
personal emoluments of this Dep,Lrtment
is going up by leaps aud bounds, and
will go up year after year. As has been

pointed out, we will be asked to put 
another officer above the line, an officer 
who came to this country three years ago 
on special duty, and whose salary was paid 
by the Colonial Development Fund. But 
because the amount that was voted for the 
sala.ry of the officer has expired at the end 
of December, 1934, the Head of the 
Department considers it ilecessary-in 
fact he considers it very imporbtnt that 
the services of the o!iicer should be 
retained, and for that reason he has placed 
him on the Estimate as a charge against 
the working of the Department. 

THE CFlAIRM.AN : l must ask the hon
Member not to make a general statement. 
vVhen we come to the item about which 
he is speaking-the Plant Breeder-he 
can deal with it. vVe a1·e now considering 
item 2, and the diEcussion must be more or 
less confined to the item. Tt seems to me 
that the hon. Member is making a repeti
tion of what he said before. 

l\'Ir. DE AGUIAR: I onlv meant to 
take advantage of this occasi�n to cover 
the entire gl'Ound and make my criticisms 
in one speech 11s regards the working of 
the Department. If your Excellency 
desit-es thnt I should bob up every now 
a.nd t.he11 as im item is reached l shall do
so.

TnE CHAIRMAN: That would be the 
correct procedure. 

:M:r. ])E AGUIAR: That is the correct 
pl'Ocedure and I accept your rnliug, but it 
will delay the proceedings of the Council 
if you restrict my remarks to the general 
outline of the estimates. 

TsE CHAIR.MAN: I will allow the 
hon. Member to speak if he gives me an 
underta.king that he will not say what he is 
saying 110w when the item comes up. 

l\'lr. DE AGU fAH: It is mernlv for that 
reason that I wish to cover the entire 
ground. I was goi11g to say that the 
question this Council has to consider is 
whether the services of this officer would 
be requirecl-whethet· there would be any 
justification for him to continue the wod, 
he was specifically sent out to do. From 
the repo1·t of this officer .to the Depart
ment for 1933 it is evident that his work 
in this country is completed. At least 
that is how -I interpret what he says. He 
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is supposed to have come out here specifi
. cally in connection with rice, and his 
report for 1933 covers exh�ustively the 
work he has been doing in that respect. 
I wish to make reference to one or two 
items in his report. On page 62, para
grnph 8, he states :-" 'fhis disease (' Man
rice ' disease) presents a striking appear .. 
ance in the field, as the affected tillers 
shoot up ahove the healthy plants, turn 
pale green and then die off." In paragraph 
9 he states:-" This table supports the 
results of previous tests, namely, that the 
long grained val'ieties produce lower 
quality rice than the medium length types." 
That disposes of that subject. l n that 
paragraph he tells us somethiug we knew 
about long before he came here. Para
graph 13 states:-" Although the manured 
plots gave ,L higher yield than th(• t:ontrol, 
the . increase was not significant." In 
paragraph 18 he writes:-" The highest 
yield obtained was at close spacing with 

, an application of sulphate of ammonia, 
and amounted to 3,088 lbs. per acre. 
Even this increase, however, was not 
remunerative." He has practically com
pleted his work. 

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul
ture): I would ask the hon. Member to 
carry on to pages 66 and 67 and there
after. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I would like to 
remind the hon. Member that he will have 
an opportunity to reply. If pages 66 a.nd 
67 support his c.:ase-1 do not tbink they 
will-he may t,Lke advantage of them. I 
do not wtLnt to cut the grnund under his 
feet. I have read the report very t:are
fully indeed. 1 have also read his report 
issued as late as December in the Agricul
tural Journal, and even in that he does not 
tell us ,Lnything we do not know. If .th11t 
is so we have no more use for that gentle
man. \Ve should thank him fot· the 
service he has given fo1· three year-s a,nd 
hid him goodbye. The suggestion hy my 
hon. friend to put him below the line is 
only the thin edge of the wedge. He has 
been here since H\32, tLnd up to 1934 his 
salary was pa,id by the Colonia,l Develop
ment Fund. When he is put on the 
Estimate below the line the Colony will 
have to ptLy him, and in 1936 we will find 
him squeezing himself up above the line, 
and when he gets there, amen. 

Most of the criticism against the 

working of the Depa,rtment is on 
,Lecount of its top-heaviness. The1·e 
at·e too many experLs. That is how 
the pe1·sonal emoluments� have been in
crea�ed from $32,000 . iu 1927 to '$66,000 
in 19:33. Government ·b'as charged �em
bers of the Council with not int1·oducing 
means by which the coim�ry c�'iild be . 
.developed. Members a.re afraid to make 
suggestions. I would not be surprised, if 
anything comes out of the banana industry, 
to find that we are called upon to have a 
banana expe1·t to brush away the Panama 
disease that we hear so much about. - \Ve 
will pl'Obably ,�!so get a citrns expert. 
We wa.nt a little more work and a little 
lesR red tape. \Vhere do these experts 
come from? \Ve cannot find tiny room for 
our own people. Not very long ago J had 
the misfortune of ha.ving to join . in a 
debate in connection with a case in which 
a sh-angel' to the Colony was given empl-oy
ment in this Department in p1·eference to 
one of our local men. I have reason to 
believe that even up to the present moment 
that youngster has not even had fulfilled a 
promise that his application to Go��ern
ment · would be considered. Yet we know 
that there are other employees ·in t}le 
Department who, with less experience 
gaiued only lately, have been able to 
obtain lucrative jobs, while those who, 
perhaps with equal qualifications, are not 
yet sure of obtaining situations tha,t a1·e 
equal to the qualifications they possess. 

� 
That i8 whiLt is opernting in this 

Depi�rtment. That is what Members of 
this Council iu·e al ways c.:omplf,ining 
about. That i8 the main stricture that 
i� being levelled at this De·partment 
and will continue to be levelled. Until 
Members of the Council feel s,Ltisfied tha�; 
the officers in the Department are pg.llihg' 
their weight criticisms will always be; 
levelled at the Head of ._the Depa.rtrnent · 
from this side of the House. ,At the. 

present moment one of the most important 
officet·s of the Dep,utment is engaged on 
other work. A little lfLter on this Council 
will be faced with the question whether 
the salary of that officer is being borne by 
his present employers. Government has 
already given the a,ssuri\"nce that the work 
that is being clone at the present tirue by 
the otlicer concerned will not form a char-ge 
on this. Govemment, · and I have every 
reason to believe Government will not 
break faith from.that promise. 
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·A g1·eat ,deal is being m:ide about the
rice fodustjy. "'I agree with the rema1·ks 
of the Hoh. Mr. Seaford that the rice 
industry now needs, instead of a Plant 

' Breeder,' So\Jle 'protection in the market� 
w�ere dee.is being !lent. Represe11tations 
are bei�g made to th�e neighbouring Islands' 

· Government :to gran,t a p1·eference to our
rice, but nothing has 1·es11\ted. 'l'he Ottawa
Conference is in the way, and probably

-someth_ing else. lf we cao get protection for
OUl' rfo�' industry obviously we would be

-. much b,etter off. 'l'he Plant Breede1· will 
not help us to grow another bag of rice, 

· or help us to get better pt·ices. Further T
agree with the genernl statement that
altho�gh this is :�n agricultural country
WEJ. can hope to expand very little unless
we have our inigation and drainage prob
lems looked' after. One would be foolhardy

�'enough to think that we can do much more
than we are doing at present until these 
problell)S are solved. It must be heart
rending to those people who vear after 
y�a1� qave had to suffer loss either from 
drought or flood. 'l'hat is a problem 
we sh'ou'.ld tackle. We have land in the 

... Mahiiconv-Abarv district. l'he cost 
<;1f 'the � �cheme· is something in the 
neighbourhood of $120,0'00, but look at 
the r'1,turn. Instead of reaping 60,000 
bags of padi we would probably get 120,000 
bags, ,�n increase of 60,000 b,�gs of padi 
from an a.1·ea which is entirely dependent 
on drainage conditions. That is where 
Govemfilent should turn its attention to 
t1·y t<tf �J'o something that will impl'Ove 
the land for those people who are at 
present engaged on it. Let us have .�ll the 
rice we can grow and all the bananas, and 
when the trouble commences then bring in 
the experts. In deference to Your Excel
lency's wish I shall only make one or two 
obs1ivatio11s on 8ome other items which I 
not have touched upon in the course of 
these 1:emarks. 

"\.ill 

rr'BE CHAIRMAN: I have given a good 
deal of ·la.titude in the roan11er in which 
this debate has been conducted, and I 
think we should abide by the usual Rules 
of the Council, and that is to make 
remarks on each item. Each item is a 
motion and should be dealt with separ-

·• 

ately. " ,,., 
. .... 

Item I (13)-1 Phmt Breeder ($2,160 to 
$2,880 by $120), $2,760. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I move the deletion 

of this item. I c.umot find language 
adequate .to express what I wish to say. 
I consider it a gross insult and w,mt of 
regard for the opinions of the Elected 
section of this Com;icil. Here is a 
Depitrtment that is mounting by leaps and 
bounds and subject to severe criticism, 
and every year we are saddled with another 
officer. The explanatory note says -

" In view of the importance of the rice iudns. 
try to the Colony it is considered essential that 
the servic.is of a Plaut Breeder should be re
tained for continuons selection and breeding 
work to maintain and improve the standard of 
rice. The salary of the Plant Breeder has been 
paid for from September, 1931, from a grant by 
the Colonial De,·elopment �'nnd which will be 
exhausted at the end of 1934."

We had Sir Wilfred Beveridge here to 
investigate scientific conditious in the 
Colony. Were we called upon after his 
investigation and 1·eport to engage his 
services? We have had Mr. ·wynn-Williams 
here to investigate education generally. 
Was the Department of Education incom
petent to carry out his finding? In· the 
Department of Agriculture we have- an 
"ologist" in every line, but we get not a 
blade more rice. The Plant Breeder was 
sent out to assist the Department which, 
with all its e\abol'ate equipment, could not 
conduct this investigation. He came and 
saw and has reported what he has found. 
He has not reported a single instance in 
which he wants more time in the Colony 
to be able to decide anything. The majot· 
portion of his investigations concemed the 
colour of the grain and the leaves. He 
\ms not said that it pal'ticular variety 
would give a bette1· yield, ot· th,it them 
would be a better market fo1· a particular 
type of rice. A Fourth Standard boy 
paid a salary of $15 per month and sent 
along with the Plant Brnedet· would be 
able to teach the whole Department. I do 
not think Government should put us to 
the trouble of having to vote on this item. 
I do not happen to know this officer at all. 
If it became necessary for him to remain 
in the Colony longer, why wasn't that fact 
made known to the Colonial Development 
Committee? 'Why "asn't the Committee 
asked to continue its ·good offices by allow
ing him to remain fot· another yea1· to 
complete his investigatious? It ii, mon
strous to say that a Department which is 
so iibly maimed by experts requires a 
special expert to breed rice. Isn't it a 
scandal? If this officer is necessary then 

the Di1·ecto1· of Agriculture does not know 
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his job. 
go. 

Keep him on ,ind let the Director 

Tm, CHAIRMAN: I would ask the 
hon. Member to h11Ve some considel'ation 
for the Council. After all he dealt with 
this matter at great length a few days ago. 
I think he has said all he has to say. He 
has admitted that he knows nothing about 
rice. I think rice plap��s know the value 
of this office1\ service� ;nc1 1 think the 
hon. Member should leave it to the people 
who 'know about 1ice.. I would ask t,he 
hon. Member not to waste the time of the 
Council. 

This is an important oflicer so far as the 
rice industry is concerned, and I intend to 
suyport his retention, 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Hice plantet·s alone 
hrwe not got to pay him; we all lrnve to 
pay him. I e:Lt rice and r know that it is 
sometimes very stink on the table, and 
the Department is not able to tell you 
what to do to prevent the stench. I 
k�ow why it ·is all broken up and what 
to do, but the Department is not able 
to find that out yet. I see that Gov
e1:nment i� anxious to push this t-hing 
through because the El�ctives are in the 
tni11ority. T ><uggt>st. that if the officer 
has not completed his investigation the 
Colonial Development Committee should 
be asked to keep him on, al.though it would 
not be quit� true to tell them that. 
(Laughter). I · think the action of the 
Directior in such 'matters robs him of the 
little bit of prnise he would lrnve got fot· 
some things he has done. It would be 
mo1rntrous for me to say that he h,LS clone 
absolutely nothing, but he, has not done 
sutlicient for the money "-e are spending, 
and he is c:ontinually a,dding to it. Tf Gov
ernment would relieve us of this ofticrr 
Government would rarn the respect of the 
community and the Department would 
have t-he respect of the community. I 
move the deletion of the item. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I find myself 
not quite in agreement with my fl'iend the 
hon. Membet· fo1· Berbice River: I move 
an amendment that the item be' put below 
tJ1e line. I do not think I can be chat·ged 
with inconsistency. I said yesterday that 
owing to the existing conditions of gt·ow
in6 padi we would require such a Plant 
Breeder to maintain the standard of the 
seed padi because under existing conditions 
the farme1·s are un;Lble to get pure-line 
seed pacli because in one year their crop .is, 
swamped out and in another it is scorched:' 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I would like to ask 
the Director whether his Department, 
pre'/ious to 1931, was a.ble to supply the 
fat·mers with pure-line seed padi. 

THe CHAlRMAN: The Directot· may 
be able to supply the hon. Member with 
the infonna,tion, 

M1·. BRASSING'fON : I would be the 
last pe1·son who would like to see the 
Dep11rtment of Agricultut·e abolished. I 
am fully aware of the abilities of the 
present Dit·ector, but I think this is an 
item which should never have appeared on 
the Estim11te. I hnve a recollection that 
the Agricultural Superintendent for 
Demer(\i',ll1� lVl r. Peterkin, used to do this 
work. Re was sent to ·British Honduras' 
to instruct them there. He is an effir.ient 
otlicer and one who thoroughly knows his 
job. He started life as a·planter; he w�s 
an ove1·seer on the East Bank of the 
Demernra River. \Ve have his knowledge 
and vitluable exp'erience to go on. If 'the 
Colonial Development Committee chooses 
to send out a m:111 who h,is special know
ledge and can teach men who have been 
engaged in the rice industry anything, well 
that is their busines� 7 They sent him out, 
his time !ms expired, and we ought to • 
th:tnk them for his servict>s. vVe do not. · 
want him any mo1·e unless they are go.od 
enough to keep him on for ,111othe1· year a,t 
their rxpense. 

It is a very unpleasimt thing for any of 
uR, and I do not t,hin k there i� a single 
Member who wants to put an officer out 
of bread, but do not let us run away with 
the idea that the officer is going to be out 
of bread. The Colonial Development} 
Committee will quickly find a job fot· 
him, The question is, does the ·colony 
require him'! Can we afford to make him 
a pensionable officer when everyone is 
crying out against the heavy burden ? I do 
not agree with what is a compromise, in 
my opinion, to put him below the line.' In 

·my opinion he should either be kept on
or he should be told that bis services are
no longe1· required here. We cannot
afford a luxury of this sort. l: would like
to know what salary this officer was draw
ing before he came to: the Colony, and
what post he occupied. J am afraid that
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if the truth wel'e told, that p1·ior to his 
coming to the Colony he never held any 
very important position in . the Colonial 
Service of the Empil'e. r contend that 
the Depal'tment can well do without this 
officer. In the Deputy Director of Agri
culture Lhe Department has iL m,Lll who 
has special kuowledge in n,igard to the rice 
industry, yet we waut to add another 
expert. T cannot lltomach this, if I may 
use a vulgar word . 

Mr. WILLS : I happen to move :1bout 
the country and get in touch with people 
engaged in the rice business. I would be 
failing' in my duty if I did not record my 
strong protest ag:1inst this Plant Breeder 
being put on the Estimate above the liue. 
As fat· b,wk as 1930 the Director of Agri
culture iuformed this Council-I was · 
not a Member then but I have ,L vivid 
recollection that the Directo1, informed 
this Council in a pl'inted report' that the 
Department had the Demernrn Creole nnd 
Blue Stick varieties, which we1·e the only 
pure-line padi bred, :1nd that they wern dis
tt·ibl!-ted by the Depal'tment. Now if in 
1930, previous to the arr.ival of this gentle
man in the Colony, the Dep,Lrtment had a 
person or persons capable of distributing 
to rice,'Planters a v,uiety of padi which 
was pure and would give au increased yield, 
it seems to me unnecessary to retain the 
se1·vices of this office!' who, after three 
years, must have im'f,'arted some knowledge 
to his subol'dinates. The hon. Membel' 
for vVestern Essequebo rightly drew the 
attention of the Council to the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture. He is au officer 
who, I understand, possesses speci,Ll know
ledge of the rice industry, and was the 
officer who, prior to 1930, w,Ls respousible 
for getting pure-line seed padi distribut.erl 
.in phis country. 

Pi:ofessot· DASH: He was not here p1·ior 
to 1930. 

Mt·. WJLLS: Whoever it wits, if the 
Director himself was responsible in 1930 
for distril:mting to rice planters and millers 
pure-line padi I think -he should continue 
to do it. As fa1· back ns 1931 the 
Directol' · of Agriculture told this Council 
that rice was a roajol' crop in this Colony. 
Is that true to-day? The rice industry is 
in a state of chaos. Are we going to bur-
den the industry with this Plant Breeder? 
It �eems to roe that the Director mea.ns to 

to keep him: Perhaps at the end of the 
tiwe we ,...-ill see his title changed to sowe 
" ologist." 

Mr. SEA.FORD : I am so1·1·y to have to 
repeat that it is a pity the Directo1· did 
not explain the matter. It might have 
saved a lot of talk and perhaps a lot of 
useless talk too. I am prepared to be 
guided by what the rice people say in the 
matter. I do rrot _··:profess to know any
thing about rice, · If they consider the 
Plant Breede1· necessary I will vote in 
favour of the item. If.they say he is not 
necessary I will vote against it. I think 
he might have take1� the .place of some 
other gentleman on the ,staff. I think 
Gove,rument has to-sorue extent brought on 
its own head the accusation that the 
Department is overstaffed. Two officers 
from this Department have been tiLken 
away and sent to the interior for three 
months. One of them has as- much work 
as he can possibly do. Jn•fa.ct he cannqt 
get through all his work, and a private 
firm in this Colony, realising that fact, is 
paying for an assistant tu that gentleman. 
Government fakes' officers away from the 
Department and gives them extrnneous 
work to do although we are told that they 
are absolutely necessary to carry on the 
work for which they are employed. I 
think in cases wl;ere members of the staff 
of a Department are sent out on other 
duties the least Government might do is to 
inform the Council of the matter. 

Government did not treat this Council 
with due respect when it spends money which 
has not been voted on the EstirniLte. Gov
ernment bas also iucreased officers' salaries 
without the knowledge of this Council. It 
is realised that Government has the power 
to override the decisions of the Council, 
but I claim that there are certain rights 
ancl privileges of the Council whic:h should 
be maintained.· I feel rather strongly on 
that point because, if Government is to be 
treated 'with tbe respeet everyone desit-es, 
I feel that this Council should be treated 
with equal respect in the matter. (Hear, 
he,tr). I am not blaming the Department 
of Agriculture for th,tt because possibly 
they have no say in the trnttte1· and have 
to carry out instructions. It seems to 
me rather comical to say that these people 
are essenti:Ll for the work they have to do 
and thm they are sent to do other work 
during 25 per cent. of the year, I was 
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hoping we would be able to show a reduc
tion in other ways because a lai·ge amouot 
of the time of the Department has been 
taken up in running the Bush Lot scheme 
and Anna Regina. I think 'those places 
have been sold, and perhaps the services 
of one of those officers might be curtailed 
on that account. 

Coming back to . the Plant Breeder, I 
have ma:ie inquiries in various parts of 
the Colony, and the argument some people 
have put up is " vVhy do we want to 
breed better rice, there is no market for 
No. I or super rice? It is no use getting 
better rice for which there will be no 
market." That is one side. Others have 
told me that what this gentleman is going 
to do is to grow stronger rice which will 
give greater retut·ns. .[ do not know 
which is correct, and I am entirely in the 
hands of the people who grow rice and 
prefer to be guided by their opinions, 
t·atlter than by those who admit that they 
know nothing about rice. Perhaps the 
Hon Mr. vValcott might give us fut·ther 
information on the point. 

Mr. W ALC01'T : I am delighted in 
thinking that the Government has at last 
shown some concern about the rice indus
tt·y as to think that a Plant Breeder is 
necessary. I presume that three years 
ago Government thought so, and that is 
why it accepted the kind offer of the 
Imperial Government. I suppose that hav
ing a lot of the Colonial Development 
Fund available, the Imperial Government 
thought it could find it place fo1· this very 
estimitble young gentleman, and sent him 
here to help us and relieve an officer of the 
Department for other duties. As far as 
I know he has done excellent work, but 
we have been getting his services for 
nothing, and the question now arises 
whethet· we can afford to pay for those 
servi�es, or whether we have not got 
itnother officet· itlready in the Set·vice to 
fill his phice. At the moment we are not 
under any obligation to this officer. Our 
obligation is to the Imperial Government 
to whom our thanks are due for the free 
services of the officer. I presume that the 
Government is up to the present time not 
pleJged to keep this officet'. But if the Gov
ernment is in no way pledged, and the 
Director of Ag1·iculture is satisfied that he 
has no one who can do the work as well 
,ts thi� officer, I would be sittisfied to vote 

his s,ila1·y fot· 1935 below the line but not 
above the line, and to make it perfectly 
clea1· in doing 80

1 
that we M'e doing it as 

a tempornry measure, and that there is no 
t·eason to believe that it will be permanent. 

I know tha-t pl'ior to the anival of this 
oflice1· we had an officer in the Department 
who did excellent work in producing a 
pure seed padi. ¥le owe him quite a lot. 
I have no doubt that he worked under the 
able guidance of the Director of Agricul- ,.. 
ture. There is no doubt that we should 
lrnve someone doing this work if the rice 
indust1·y is to progrnss. If the officer �· 
doing this work can confine himself to 
inct·easing the yield and strengthening the 
stalk of the padi so that it will not fall 
when rain falls-it costs no more to 
produce a first-class p11di than it does to 
produce a poor pa.di-and even if we <:. 
receive no higher price in the markets of 
the \Vest Indies, we should certainly get it 
further increase in the yield which would 
mitke it really cheaper to produce this 
first quitlity padi than the padi we have 
been producing until recently and even 
now. 

'l'hern is no doubt about it that we are 
up against very severe competition from 
the East, and if out· rice industry is to 
continue and is to increase we· must pro
duce the very best padi possible, so that 
we can compete with the East in regard to 
quality. There is absolutely no doubt � 
about it that to-day the Burma market is 
supplying what is known as cargo rice of 
much better quitlity than they did 8 or 9 
yeMs ago, and we have to meet tha.t com- • 
petition. By an increased yield which the · 
Depa1·tment of Agl"iculture is hoping to 
bring about, we should be a.ble to produce r 
rice cheaper, and be in a better position 
to meet that competition than to-dity. 

The first question to he considered is 
whether full advantage is taken of the ..
work of the Pbnt Bl'eedet·, and not only 
of t,he Plant Breeder but other officers of 
the Department. I know from personal 
experience that the average farmer thinks 
he knows all about everytl1ing. You 
show him a new variety of 'padi and in his 
ignorance he says he can produce as good .,, 
as that. He tries to 'produce from his !" 

own seed the same result as produced from 
the specially selected.seed: The result is 
obvious to ituybody. Unless our f;trmers 
1u·e p1·epa1·ed to benefit from the work 
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which the Depal'tmeut of Agl'icultu1·e is 
being paid to ti·y to do for them it is a 
waste of money to have a DepM·tment of 
Agriculturn, (Hear, hear), and fot· that 
reason I agree with some of the remarks 
made by my friends that the money is 
being wasted. I speak in all considera
tion for the farmers. I only hope they 
will take my remarks to heiirt, and instead 
of trying to poo-poo the idea that they 
can be taught, they should realise that 
better educated men than thev have found 
out that they can benefit from science, 
and that scientific knowledge propedy 
applied to practical farming can make a 
very great diffe1·ence in their returns. 

It seems to me that this item has the 
unlucky number, 13, but I am pre
pared to vote for it below the line 
for a yea1·. It should be clearly under
stood, however, that this Council expect8 
Government, if it finds that there is some
one already in the Department who is 
capable of cal'l'ying on these expel'iment,;, 
to utilise him and not put someone else 
on the Fixed Establishment. We are pay
ing too much at the prnsent time for 0111· 
Government and the sooner the Govern
ment , and everybody realises that the 
better it would be. "\Ve cannot go ou 
increasing taxation. The Colonial Sec re. 

• '.j ...... tary says that Government cannot go on. 
We have to do something to bring down 
the cost of Administration. We can 
never really get om· prnduction increased 
until we have a lower taxation, because a 
man has got to get enough to live on. 
The more taxes lie has to pay the more 
he has to earn, and if he cannot pt'oduce 
his stuff at a competittive figure wit,h 
other countries he is not going to pl'oduce, 
and Government will l1ave to put him on 
the dole. That is what we are going to 
face 

Pl'ofessol' DASH : There al'e one or two 
points on which I would like to have had 
the oppol'tunity to mi1ke a few l'emarks, 
but as we are taking these items one by 
one it seems to me that I shall be unable 
to refer to them. 

Tni'CHAIRMAN: I will give the hon. 
Membe1· la.tituae in replying to the debate. 

Professot .�ASH: I do not w,int to go 
over old ground. We have a great deal of 
this, discussion' eve1·y year. Ce1·tain hon. 

Members indulge in loose t:1lk, which is 
the only thing I can term it. Loose talk 
impresses no one except those who indulge 
in its use. I think it is generally recog
nised that the Depal'tment of Agricultu1·e 

. in this Colony has a very up -hill task. 
There is no question about that. 

J\fr. ELEAZAR : I wish to call the hon. 
Member to order and to ask Your Excel
lency to say whether he is justified in 
characterising an expression of opinion by 
Members of this Council as loose talk. I 
think it is unparliamentary. 

Prnfessor DASH: I had no intention 
of offending hon. Members because I 
suppose most of us do at times indulge in 
loose talk, but one or two Members of the 
Council do so a little more often than 
they really should, and in respect of 
certain things which their commonsense 
must tell them they arn wrong about. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: I again ask Your 
Excellency to rule on what the hon, 
Member has said. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I may remind the 
hon. Member that people who throw stones 
should not live in glass houaes. 

.Mr. ELEAZAR: I quite appreciate 
that; I learned that as a boy. I say only 
those who are competent to tluow stones 
should do it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I submit that the 
Director is quite able to reply to rema1·ks 
01· stones thrown by the hon. Member. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : If he is able to prove 
that it is loose talk I shall be able to 
answel' him. General remarks do not 
carry us any further. 

Prnfesso1· DASH : It is significant that 
alt-hough we get no thanks from certain 
hon. Members in this Council who pu1·port 
to be in touch with cultivators, those very 
cultivators are the ones who frequently 
express appreciation of the efforts of the 
Department in what we are rloing for 
them. A g1·eat deal was said about the 
floods for example. The Department has 
certainly done all it possibly could in 
connection with resuscitating the flood 
areas. Our distribution list shows that. 
We have distl'ibuted 3,226 bags of padi, 
and we have on hand for further distribu-
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tion auother 2,700 b'ags. TH the ground 
provision ,ueas we have distributed some
thing like nearly 1,200 bags, and bundles of 
cuttings peas, beans, banana suckers, nur
sery trees and 80 on. vVe have lo,u1ecl farmers 
in the Pomeroon about )\;4,000, :wd 8pent 
a g1·eat deal of money in one wny or 
another in connection with the floods. I 
do not wish to go into tlmt too fully. I 
merely mention it in reply to tho8e 
Members who s,1id we had clone uothing. 

lVlr. ELEAZAR: hu't thnt Flood 
Relief money you are talking abo_ut? 

Professor DASH : A part of it is. It 
is supplied by Government anyway. So 
fat· as the expenditure 011 the Dep,LL·tment 
is concerned I think it will be agreed that 
it is a small fraction ·of the whole budget. 
After all we are not a commercial Depart
ment. Our stock-iu-trnde consi8b of a 
staff of investigators, so that it is not 
fair to make comparisons on the basis 
of expenditure on staff in relt�tion to othei
charges. Jf the '='Stim,i,tes are studied 
carefully it will be found th,1t certain 
revenue comes back to the Depa,rtment 
under certain heads, Rice Grading, Cane 
Agronomist and so 011. I would also 
remind hon, Members that since the 
Department was organised we lrnve taken 
on additional duties iu respeet of rice 
grading. We have also tal(en on the Co
operative Credit Banks, so thitt our toti.l 
expenditure might show a slight increase 
whereas on agriculture ptoper we h,.ve 
been subject in 1932 to i0 per cent. cuts, 
and when the whole expenditure is 
analysed I think you will find tluit t,he 
expenditure has not increttsed to the stune 
extent as some Members h,we· <lepicted. 
The expenditure of most Agricultural 
Departments h,\s increase<l with post-war 
activities. vVhen I_�v,i,s Assistant Direetor 
in Barbados some yea1·8 ago the total 
annual expenditure did not exceed £.J-,000. 
To-day it ranges between £15,000 and 
£20,000 for ·one indust.ry itlone, namely 
the sugar indus'try. If we ,1re to continue 
to live by agriculture we must support the 
Department which is charged with research 
and iilvest'igation and extension work in 
connection therewith. I do not think 
that some hon. �!embers give sufficient 
stt1dy to the agricultt1rnl problems of the 
Colony. Some of them we hardly ever 
see. I do not think thev know where we 
live, and they come and critic-ise UB with-

out giving careful �tudy to ,�11 the factors 
that we lmve to deal with and the problems 
we have to investigate. Durin,g the last 
few years our production figures have. 
gone up enormously in every direction. , 
It is trne thnt bst year we bad a cliflicult 
year on ,u:couut of the l:loocl,;. [ que,;- •,,. -
tion that ,my Colony in the British tropic,; 
h,�s shown the increase in production we 
h,we 8hown. I think th,tt eoven; the 
ground so for ,ts ,u1y geuer,tl rem,i,rks are 
concerned. 

I eome now for tL moment to the piec� 
cle resistance, the Plant Breeder. I cer -
tainly do not desire to add one pPnny to 
the expenditure of the Colony or the 
Dep:wtrnent of Agriculture. I think hon. 
Members who have expe1·ience of my work 
in other directions can testify to that fact. 
But cerbtin things are essential if we are 
to keep goi11g. It is no use looking b,tck 
to 19:l± or 1926. ·we were just nui-ki11g 
time theu, and ,hon. Members know that 
very well. \•Ve have b1·ought up t,o date 
this Department of Agriculture which 
cerbLinlv deserves a little more credit' than 
many hon . .Members would like to give it. 
I know that some Members do not ,Lppre
ciatc scientific work, and they do not take 
the trouble to worry about it and "fi.�d out 

• ::II ... , the cal'eful steps wl11ch have to he taken 
in connedion with it. I am sorry for 
them, but it is unfortunate that while we 
,t1'e trying to do our bes ti there is this 
type of n11gging going on every time the 
Agricultural estimates come up. In 1928, 
soon after I c,1rue to the Colony and began 
to look into the re-org,u1istttion of things, 
I think it was Sit· Gordon Guggisberg who 
said I would ce1·taiuly need someone to 
breed tt better type of rice. I replied 
that I would, but not at the moment, 
as I would like to go through the 
material we lmd at the Experimental 
St,ttiou, to seek out <lat,L an<l begin 
work on it in a modest wa,y until we see 
whern we itre going before the services of 
a Plant Breeder would be required. So 
for the first couple of years that 1s wli,1t 
we did. Reference has beeu made to o'ne 
otl:icer who did very good work in that 
connection. He aud l worked very closely 
in those em·ly clays. Tlrnt olficer would be 
the last to think he is a· PJant 'Breeder. 
He is a very good JJractical agrictilturist. 
Up to 1930 we went aloug as best we 
could multiplying seed, but in 1930 it 
became <1uite cle,tr that we could make no 

. 
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·• further progress with the work of improv
ing varieties and getting new ones for our

1 · conditions here and markets abroad unless 
we had the services of a specialist Plant 

·· Breeder. Due representations wer-e made 
�. to the Secretary of State, nnd assistance 

in the form of � free grant was pt·ovirled 
by the Colonial Development Fund not 
only for the officer in question but for a 
number of other activities. T think sums 
totf11ling $33,48-i were provided. During 

}- . }!):rn we got out a Ilice Bulletiu for which
, , we have had 11 large numbet· of ltppl ica. 

tions and f1 considernble munber of appre-
� ciations in t·espect of tlm \\'ork therein .( • recorded. In ,111 introductory note I wrote

as follows :--
" It should be remembered that this remark-

able progre,s has been achieved during a period 
of great economic stress and depression ; 
the last five years have giveu rise to such 
troublous times that the tendency has been for 
industries to collapse, not to expand. It is 
therefore felt tha.t the in!fustry bas a bright 
future if the elfurts to datearre not in any way 
compromised. Research and experiment can
not be �rosecuted wiLhout adequate staff, funds 
for the i:ontinuity of the work in progress must 
be assured. In this connection, it may be noted 
with regret that the term of'office of the Plant 
Breeder, whose post, as pre\·ionsly mentioned, 
has been µrovided by the Colonial Development 
Fund, is due to expire in September, 1934. It 
is to:,be�hoped that further assistance will be 
provided from some source to enable Lhe ser· 
vices of this otlicer to be retained ; it is regarded 
with apprehension that the work ou which he 
is now, engaged should suddeuly be stopped." 

.. ,:I� 

Sir Edward Denham took the matter up 
with the Secretary of State, and the follow
ing is an extract frop:1 the Secretary of 
State's despatch to the Government:-

"· .. my Agricultural Adviser ha3 expressed 
the view that in view of the i,nportance of 
the rice industry t<1 tLe colony, 't.he services of 
a .Plaut Breed,ir are permanenLly required. He 
considers that continuous sPlec1ion work and 
breed in er are necessary if Lhe q nality of the 
rice is "'to be maiut�ined or i!Dproved, and has 
pointed out tbat the history of the rice indnstry 
in the colony has giv.en evidence of the chaotic 
position which is liable to arise from the mix. 
tnre of types if supplies of pme-line seei are not 
evolved and multiplied for the u�e of growers. 
This inanstry he observes, is dependent to a 
larger degree each yea.� on its _export markets,
and uniformity of quality, winch can only be 
secured if new races ol pure se.d are being 
evolved, �ested and multiplied, is essential for 
the ret�ntion of such markets. He has stressed 
the fa.ct that,.the British Guiana industry can 
only hope to foeet the increasing competition 
from cheap producing . areas in the East by 
gradual and steady improvement of its methods 
of production and by securing the largest acre• 
a.ge yields froru the �ost suitable lands. I 
concur in his opiniQil, and I am satisfied that 

the servic�s of a Plant lhP.e•IN sh ,nl I be .per 
m \nently retatnerl. in, he colony." 

He directed us to place the Plant Breeder 
on the Fixed Establishment. Here (indi
cating sr1mple bottles of rice on the table) 
at'e a number of our· best strains and 
types illustmting some of the work· the 
Plaut B.reeder has been doing. It is not 
such easy work a,s some hon. Members 
think. First of all he has to study pro. 
geny with mathematical p,·ecision and to 
verify the r,trnins .. It is work of a highly 
scientific uature, and only a specialist 
officer c,rn carry it through to proper fol. 
f'ilment. vVhile we want to stress. our ex-· 
port markets it is highly impossible to think 
we -al'e going to maintain them or secure 
new oue8 unless we provide types to sup
ply those mat'kets, o·r. to •St1tisfy our own 
agriculturnl conditions here. Here is a 
sample of a new type, D 111, which gave 
only 4 pet· cent. of broken grains in the first 
trial with an Engleberg hull�r. That is an 
example of some of the work. the Plant 
Breeder is doing. I would stress the 
importance of retaining him, and I cannot 
see at the moment that the expenditure 
on the Dept1rtmcnt is likely to be increased 
in so fat' as st:tff is concerned. I cannot 
see it for the next fe\\' years. 

The Hon. Mt·. Seafot'd refetTed to E�se
quebo. Nothing ct1n be done in Essequei:.o 
t1s far as st,df i,; concet'ned until the new 
Governor iirri ves :1nd hltS h,1d an opportu
nity of going fully iuto it. Hon. Membe1·s 
JW1)7 rest assun1d that T will not suggest 
the employment of officers who are not 
absolutely necessa1·y for the work in hand. 
Officers ma.y be ct11lecl upon to go into 
various parts of the Colony. I do not 
think I ueed stress imything more in con. 
nection with the Plant Breeder, and I 
think I h;we convinced hon. Members of 
the necessity. fol" p�rmanently t·etaini'ng 
him. Cert,tinly if I h,1d another officer in 
the Department who T could si1y is a-highly 
skilled Plant Breeder I would utilize him. 
Recently an officer was given 9 months 
leave _to g? to Harva.rd� . .._to study. _Ji!lant
breedmg for the benefit of ·the. 'sucrar 
industry. I <lo not think if y��- s�g
gested to the suga.t· planters that they 
should stop breeding canes they would 
have agreed. Why should we do it with 
regard to ri<;e? I would like to thank the 
Hon. M1·. vV :1lcott for pointing otit our 
difficulties and giving III practical view of 
the wol"k that has been carried on. 

8
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Mr. ELEAZAR : I shall press for the 
striking out of the item. The Director has 
said a good deal but said nothing. He has 
told us that he reported to the Authorities 
in England that the otticer should be kept in 
the Colony and they acquiesced. We have 
not heard whether he asked them to con
tinue to pay him. He has thanked the 
Hon. Mr. Walcott for helping him. Let 
the Hon. Mr. ·walcott tell us that there 
is nobody capable of carrying on the work. 
If GovernmeuL iuLeuds to pt·ess the item 
it is because UovernmenL wants to do it. 
and not because the Directo1 has convinced 
Government I am still urging that the 
item should be deleted, but it seems to me 
that I am not going to get the suppot·t of 
the Council. I think the Hon. l\'lr. 
Walcott made a very happy suggestion, 
that the item be put below the line, itnd 
that we have the office1· fo1· a yeat· on the 
distinct understanding that his appoint
ment was not permanent. 

Mr. BRASS INGTON : Did the Di1·ec
tor say that the Plant Breeder's agree
ment terminated on the 30th of Septem
ber? 

l'rofessor DASH : It ceased at the end 
of 1934-. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : Was September 
ever mentioned ? 

Professor DASH: It wa,s some time iu 
September, but the Secretary of State 
approved of his being paid from some su1·
plus sum on the same vote to the end of 
December when we eould put him on the 
Estimate. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : Has the Colonial 
Development Committee paid this officer 
out of its funds from September? 

Prnfessot· DASH: All has been paid 
from the Colonial Development Fund. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON · I am very glad 
to hear that. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: What was his salary 
per month? 

Professor DASH : It was practically 
the same. He is only given one increment 
h�re. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: What was his salary 
under the Colonial Development Fund? 

Professor DA SH : He was on the £500-
£550 grnde. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That is $120 per 
month. I ask that it be carried out at 
that figure. Why is his salary incre11sed 
to $230 by Govemment stmight away? 

Mr. SEAFORD: Do I understand t.hat 
his present salary is $2,640? 

Professor DASH : It is £550. He 
came on at .£500. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I would like to 
ask the Dfrector whether Mr. Peterkin, 
the Agricultural Superintendent for the 
East Coast, is capable of doing this work, 
and whether he did not do it before the 
Plant Breeder came'to the Colony. 

Proiesso1· DASH : I think I explained 
at the opening of my remarks that Mr. 
Peterkin :md I worked together in sorting 
out the material we had at the Station, 
and we reached the stage in 1930 when we 
found we could not progress any more 
without the services of a highly tmined 
Plant Bre.eder. It is a highly mathemati
cal and botanical job, and the ordinary 
mim ca.nnot do it. He has to have a 
special knowledge of cytology 11nd 
mathematics. 

Mr. HH.ASSINGTON : \Vha.t is hifl 
age? 

Professor DASH: I c11nnot answer that 
without looking at his papers . 

.Mr. BRASSfNGTON: I ask th11t I be 
given the age of the oflicer to-mon·ow. 
As far as L undersfa1nd he is quite a boy, 
itnd I am glad to know that we have it 
budding Napoleon here. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item deleted. 

Professor DASH: J beg to move the 
inse1·tion of a new item as follows :-

Item I (17)-·1 Plant Breeder ($2,160 
to $2,880 by $120), $2,760. 

'l'he Council adjoumed until the. follow
ing day at 11 o'clock. 




