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5.      

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.27p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to Mr. Vickram Bharrat and 

 Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, for today’s Sitting.

(2) New Catering Service
“Honourable Members, please be informed that the contracts for the Supply of Meals and Snacks for Members of Parliament and staff during Sittings of the National Assembly and Meetings of Parliamentary Committees were awarded by the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board (NPTAB) to Maggie’s Snackette and Catering Service for the period July, 2017 – June 2018. The new caterer has commenced the supply of meals and snacks for Committee meetings yesterday, 6th July, 2017 and will supply for Sittings of the National Assembly from today, 7th July, 2017.”
(3) Workshop on Suicide
“Honourable Members would know that the National Assembly acting through the Sectoral Committee on Social Services in collaboration with the United Nations System held a workshop on Suicide.  
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The Workshop for Parliamentarians and staff of the Parliament Office was very useful and informative and the National Assembly would have benefitted from the discussions. It is intended that these conversations will continue in the search for solutions.”
(4) Representatives of the Queen’s Young Leaders Programme
“Honourable Members, it is my pleasure to tell you of the presence among us today of three Representatives of the Queen’s Young Leaders Programme, exceptional young persons. They are Ms. Angelique Pouponneau of the Seychelles and Mr. Vishal Joseph and Ms. Ivory Duncan both of them from Guyana.  We welcome you and trust that you will find our deliberations of interest, Welcome”.

(5) Conduct of Members In and Out of the House

“Honourable Members, before we enter upon our work for this Sitting, I am obliged to make reference to our last two sittings where unprecedented scenes occurred in this Chamber, none of them doing credit to our Institution nor to ourselves as Members of Parliament, all of them avoidable and none of them excusable.  In acting as they did Honourable Members appeared to show little regard for the Honour of this our Noble Institution.  By our conduct we gave to the Public on whose behalf we claim to act, at best, a poor lesson in Parliamentary decorum. Given the conduct which we sometimes display within the Chamber and in some instances, the conduct which we display outside it, over the period of this Parliament, we have left our citizens to form other than the highest regard for our Parliamentary Conduct.

Very early in our Sitting, shortly after this House was fully constituted, the then most junior Member of the House took to social media to make uninformed comments in reference to the Speaker.  I am not aware that that Honourable Member has ever been called to account for his conduct by anyone with authority to do so.  In fact not long afterwards certain senior members of this House chose to conduct themselves in similar fashion making criticism which involved the Speaker as Head of this Institution, recklessly careless as to the truth  or otherwise of their utterances.  
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That practice has continued among some Members whenever those Honourable Members are displeased with a Ruling of the Speaker.  

The Speaker accepts communication directly either by voice or by writing from Honourable Members and he holds such communication both useful and valuable.   When however Honourable Members make reference to such communication in public print in an effort to make political points, as has been the practice by some Honourable Members, Honourable Members must know that their conduct could affect that ease of ready communication which the Speaker would wish to continue to exist between the Speaker and all Honourable Members.  I believe that if it is felt necessary, there is room for informing the public about any Ruling made by the Speaker without drawing the Office of Speaker into any political contention.

The disregard for our House is taking new forms.  Recently, the Assembly formed the Backdrop for a parody on Face Book. An Honourable Member took the Assembly viral. Our predecessors left us a legacy of Decorum and Good Practice.  What shall we leave our successors?

Some Honourable Members have spoken about an attack, a verbal attack-by one Honourable Member against another which allegedly took place during the 65th Sitting without the intervention of the Speaker.  That is not a view which the Speaker shares unless it is accepted by these Honourable Members who speak of an attack that the preceding Speaker by his statement also attacked another Honourable Member.  I have examined all the available records and that is the conclusion which I have reached.  I hold that it is possible for one Honourable Member through his statement, however mildly presented, to provoke and insult and thereby to elicit from another Honourable Member a similar response even if delivered in robust fashion, without either constituting an attack or neither being seen as an attack on the other .I do not hold myself called upon to speak on that natter, but I do so to clear the air.
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During debates in this House many Honourable Members demonstrate an absence of civility in their statements and would select words which border on disregard if not disrespect for their fellow Honourable Members.  It seems, as one member of the public has put it to me, that Honourable Members have “private scores to settle” and that they do so when they speak in Parliament.  The result is a never ending circle of answers or responses in similar uncivil tones.  I put it to Honourable Members that they have a duty to venerate our institution, this Noble House, and a duty to give evidence of that veneration through their conduct as Members of Parliament.

It is good for Honourable Members to know and knowing to act accordingly, that the Speaker must discharge the duty of maintaining Order in the Assembly. He determines the order of speakers and he gives directions to all Honourable Members. Those directions must be obeyed. An Honourable Member, be that Member of Senior or Junior rank in the National Assembly, serves his position ill and thus serves this House  poorly when he attempts however misguidedly, to  encourage disobedience by any other Honourable Member, to the directions of the Speaker. By way of Reminder, I have directed that a copy of the relevant provisions of the Standing Orders be placed on the desk of every Honourable Member”.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

 (1) 
By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

Minutes of Proceedings of the 9th Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Friday, 16th June, 2017.










(Circulated)

(2)        By the Minister of Public Security:


Annual Report of the Police Complaints Authority for the year 2016.

(Circulated)
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(3) 
By the Minister of Finance:

(i) 
Loan Agreement No. 19/SFR-GY dated May 23, 2017 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) for US$11,700,000.00 to finance expenditures related to the Skills Development and Employability Project.











(Circulated)
(ii) 
Financing Agreement No. 5966-GY dated June 22, 2017 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the International Development Association for SDR 4,500,000.00 to finance expenditures related to the Guyana Payments System Project.










             (Circulated)
(iii) 
Financing Agreement No. 6009-GY dated June 22, 2017 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the International Development Association for SDR 9,900,000.00 to finance expenditures related to the Guyana Education Sector Improvement Project.









                           (Circulated)
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By the Minister of Social Cohesion (Chairman of the Committee on Appointments):

The Sixth Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of Members to the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority.









                           (Circulated)

ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-
1. 
ROAD LINKS TO INTERIOR

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure the following questions:
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(a) Can the Minister of Public Infrastructure, Hon. David Patterson, M.P., tell this National Assembly what measures he has put in place to immediately address the plight of the truckers who are moving goods to and from Georgetown and Lethem and other interior locations where these critical interior road links are now impassable?

(b) Can the Minister say what specific measures have been taken to remedy the Puruni Landing , Olive Creek, Papshao Landing and Mabura- Kurupukari Annai and Annai Lethem Roads in order to ensure that travellers and truckers can do their business with as little stress and costs to them and their families?

(c) Can the Minister say what specific measures are being taken to remedy the dangerous Kwakwani, Ituni and Lethem road links which are affecting the residents of Region 10?

(d) Does the Minster recognise that these vital and key road links are the life line to many communities along the routes?

Thereafter, the Minister of Public Infrastructure replied.
Bishop Juan Edghill asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Public Infrastructure replied.            
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
For Written Replies

1. 
GRANTING OF WAIVERS BY THE NATIONAL PROCUREMENT AND TENDER ADMINISTRATION BOARD

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Finance
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11.

Could the Hon. Minister inform the National Assembly of the grounds on which the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board grants waivers of the Tender Board procedures for emergency purchased of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies?
(Notice Paper No. 100 (Q20  Opp. 19) published on 2017-06-15)
ANSWERS
(a) “The National Procurement and Tender Administration Board’s procedures are not waived;
(b) The Board would take into account the most appropriate method of procurement as prescribed under the Procurement Act of 2003, applying/ recommending, the first instance Open Tendering which is mandatory. The other methods are used when the appropriate conditions apply. 

Examples are, as follows:
(a) In the case of Restricted Tendering, where the goods are of a highly complex nature and available from a limited number of suppliers, those suppliers are invited to submit tenders; or if the estimated cost is within the Regulations (G$ 3, 000,000.00, in the case of works);

(b) Request for Quotations if the procurement does not exceed the allowable limit of G$ 1,500,000.00;
(c) In the case of an emergency or in order to avoid a catastrophic event, where there is an urgent need for the goods and services and it is impractical to use methods of procurement such as Open Tendering and Restricted Tendering, because of the time involved in using those methods, a request for Single Sourcing may be granted, subject to a case being made, with the endorsement of the competent authority (eg. The Head of the Budget Agency or the Board, as in the case of the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation).
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12.
The National Procurement and Tender Administration Board only grants approval to use an appropriate method of procurement and does not grant waivers.”
2. 
GRANTING OF WAIVER TO THE GEORGETOWN PUBLIC HOSPITAL CORPORATION FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PHARMACEUTICALS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Finance
(i) 
Could the Hon. Minister state if any requests were made by the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies for the period January 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017?

(ii) 
And, if any requests were made, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such requests and the grounds for each request?

(iii) 
Could the Hon. Minister inform the National Assembly whether the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board granted these requests by the GPHC for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies?

(iv) 
And if any such waivers were granted, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such waivers and the grounds for approval?

(Notice Paper No. 101 (Q21  Opp. 20) published on 2017-06-15)
ANSWERS
See Appendix (I) for answers to the questions above.
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3.
GRANTING OF WAIVER TO THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PHARMACEUTICALS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Finance
(i) 
Could the Hon. Minister state if any requests were made by the Ministry of Public Health for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies for the period January 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017?

(ii) 
And if any requests were made, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such requests made and the grounds for each request?

(iii) 
Could the Hon. Minister inform the National Assembly whether the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board granted these requests by the Ministry of Public Health for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies?


(iv) 
And if any such waivers were granted, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such waivers and the grounds for approval?

(Notice Paper No. 102 (Q22  Opp. 21) published on 2017-06-15)
ANSWERS
See Appendix (II) for answers to the questions above.
4.
GRANTING OF WAIVER TO THE TEN ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PHARMACEUTICALS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Member Asking: 

Mr. Collin Croal, M.P.
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Minister Answering:

The Minister of Finance
(i) 
Could the Hon. Minister state if any requests were made by the Ten Administrative Regions for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies for the period January 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017?

(ii) 
And if any requests were made, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such requests made and the grounds for each request?

(iii) 
Could the Hon. Minister inform the National Assembly whether the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board granted these requests by the Ten Administrative Regions for the waiver of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies?











(iv) 
And if any such waivers were granted, could the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the lists of such waivers and the grounds for approval?

(Notice Paper No. 103 (Q23  Opp. 22) published on 2017-06-15)
ANSWERS

(i) “No request was made by the ten Administrative Regions for the wavier of Tender Board procedures for the procurement of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies for the period January 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017.”
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Reading

1. MOTOR VEHICLES INSURANCE (THIRD PARTY RISKS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 – No. 7/2017

The Minister of Public Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third Party Risks) Act.

2. ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM (AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 – Bill No. 8/2017

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

ITEM 1    -
CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 1/2017 – CURRENT AND CAPTIAL ESTIMATES

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply.






In Committee of Supply

The Minister of Finance signified the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and moved the following motion:
BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 1/2017 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $6,395,918,860 for the period 1st January, 2017 to 31st December, 2017.
 (Notice Paper No. 103 (M 80 Govt 46) published on 2017-06-19)



(Paper presented on 2017-06-16)

CURRENT ESTIMATES
05-051 – MINISTRY OF PRESIDENCY- POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
6293 Refreshment and Meals
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16.
Assembly resumed
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.00 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.15 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.

The Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to resume consideration of Financial Paper No. 1/2017.
CAPITAL ESTIMATES
05-051 – MINISTRY OF PRESIDENCY- POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
2507900 Purchase of Equipment
CURRENT ESTIMATES
03-031 – MINISTRY OF FINANCE - POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
2507900 Purchase of Equipment
CAPITAL ESTIMATES

05-057 – MINISTRY OF PRESIDENCY-  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
3401500 Environmental Protection Agency

32-321 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE - POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
2606800 Power Utility Upgrade Programme

32-321 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE – PUBLIC WORKS
1404100 Miscellaneous Roads/ Drainage
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17.

1404300 Road Improvement and Rehabilitation Programme

Assembly resumed

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.28 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 8.30 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.

The Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to resume consideration of Financial Paper No. 1/2017.

CAPTIAL ESTIMATES
32-321 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE – PUBLIC WORKS
1404500 Highway Improvement East Coast Demerara

1404900 Rehabilitation of Public and Main Access Roads

2700500 Reconditioning of Ferry Vessels
32-321 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE – TRANSPORT
1601300 CJIA Modernisation Project  

49-491 – MINISTRY OF SOCIAL PROTECTION- POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
2405700 Land Transport
49-492 – MINISTRY OF SOCIAL PROTECTION- SOCIAL SERVICES
2405700 Land Transport

49-492 – MINISTRY OF SOCIAL PROTECTION- LABOUR ADMINISTRATION
2405700 Land Transport
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18.
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Assembly adopted the following Resolution:


RESOLVED, That this National Assembly doth agree with the Committee of Supply in the following Resolution:

RESOLVED,

Financial Paper No. 1/2017 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $6,395,918,860 for the period 1st January, 2017 to 31st December, 2017.

BILL – FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD READINGS

ITEM 2  -  
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (NO.1 FOR 2017) BILL 2017 – 
Bill No. 6/2017 published on 2017-06-16
With the leave of the Speaker, and on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, Standing Orders Nos. 13(n) and 54 were suspended to enable the Supplementary Appropriation (No. 1 for 2017) Bill No. 6/2017 to be introduced at that stage.

The Minister of Finance, in accordance with paragraph (2) of Article 171 of the Constitution, signified Cabinet’s recommendation for the Supplementary Appropriation (No. 1 for 2017) Bill No. 6/2017 for consideration by the National Assembly.
Thereafter, on motions by the Minister of Finance, the following Bill was introduced and was read the first, second and third times and passed as printed:

AN ACT to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet the expenditure (not otherwise lawfully charged on the Consolidated Fund) of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana for the fiscal year ending 31st December, 2017, estimates whereof have been approved by the National Assembly, and for the appropriation of those sums for the specified purposes, in conformity with the Constitution.
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19.
ADJOURNMENT
At 10.03 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 27th July, 2017.

        …………………………………………………………………….  
          HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
27th July, 2017.  

