
THIRD PARt..�NT Of GUYANA 

-

1973 

-

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 18th Sitting of the National 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber et the Public 
Buildin�s, Georgetown. Demerera, 

AT 2.00 P,.M. 

ON 

MONDAY, 10TH DECEMBER, 1973 

M£Mft,Rs Of JHE NATIQNAJ. ASSEMBLY 

Hie Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase Narain, J.P. 

'11mb1a of tb1 Gcyernmant - P1991.1•1 NotieoaJ. ,2osn11 UQ> 

Prime !1iowt1c 104 Qeguty f;A.me Minister <2>

The Honourable L.r.s. Burnham, O.E., s.c., Prime Minister (Absent) 
Dr. the Honourable P.A. Raid, Deputy Prime Miniater and Minister 

of National Development and Agriculture 

sanie1 t9i0i•t111 U>

The Honourable H.o. Hoyte1 s.c., Minister of Worka and COllllftUnicetiona 
I The Honourable s.s. Ramphal, s.c •• Minister of Foreign Affeira and 

Justice (Abeent) 
# The Honourable H. Green� Minister of Co-operative• and National 

�iliaation 
# The Honourable H.o. Jack, Minister of Energy end Natural Resources 
1· The Honourable F.E. Hope, Minister of Finance 
#Dr.the Konourable K.F.s. king, Minister of Economic Development 
I The Honourable s.s. Naraine, A.A., Minister of Housing 

t3.ioiat11;1 (§) 

The Honourable w.G. c�rrington, Minister of Labour 
The Honourable Miss s.M. field-Ridley, Miniater of lnfonation 

and Cul�n 
The Honourable .. B. Ramsaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

and Leader of the House 
# The Honourable Hise c.L. Baird, Minister of Education 
#Dr.the Honourable o.H.R. Harper, Minister of Health 
I The Honourable G.A. King, Minister of Trade (Absent) 

Min�1t1r1 et st1�1 «22 
The Honourable M. Kaaia, A.A., Minister of State for Ag•icuJ.wn 
The Honourable o.E. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional (E•t 

Berbice/torentyne) 
The Honourable P. DUttcan, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 

(Rlt�i) 
The Honourable c.A. Nascimento, Minister of State, Office of the 

Pri111e Miniater 

II Non elected Miniater 



• 

The Honourable M. ZaheeruddNn, J.P., Minister of State• R99ional 
(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) 

# The Honourable c.v, Mingo_. Minister cf State for Hame Affairs 
# The Honourable w. Haynes,·�nister cf State - Regional (Mazaruni/ 

Pot arc) (Absent) 
# The Honourable A. Salim, Minister cf State• Regional (East 

Oemerara/West Coast Berbiee) (Absent) 
# The Honourable r.u.A. Carmichael, Minister cf State - Regional 

(North West) 

Pm,i½UlGOtltM §gsretar4es iS) 

Mr. J.R� Themas, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry cf Housing 
Mr. C.E. Wrights, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Works and Communications 
Miss M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 

Minister, and Government Chief Whip 
Mr. E.L. Amb'rcse, Parliamentary Secretary (Agriculture), 

Ministry cf National Development and Agriculture 
Mr. K.B. Bancroft; Parliamentary .Secretary (Hinterland), 

Ministry of National Development and Agriculture 
Mr. S,.·Prashad, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry cf Co-operatives 

and National Mobilisation 
Mr. J.P, Chcwritmcct�c, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry cf 

Education 
Mr. R.H.o. Corbin, �arliamentary Secretary, Ministry cf 

Cc-operatives and National Mobilisation 

Othei M1112b&EI (18) 

Mr. J.N. Aaron 
Mra. L.M. Branco 
Mr. M. Corrica 
Mr. E.H.A. fowler 
Mier& J. Gill 
Mr. w. Hussain (Absent - on leave) .,/

Miss s. Jaiaerriaingh 
Mr. K.M.E. Jonas 
·Mr. M. Nissar
Or. L.E. Ramsahcye (Absent - en leave)
Mr. J.G. Ramacft
Mrs. P.A. Rayman
Mr. E.M. Staby, J.P, (Absent - en leave)
Mr .. S.H. Sukhu, M.S., J.P.
Hr. C .• Sukul, J.P.
Mr. tt.A. Tayler
Mr. R.t. Van Sluytman
Mra. L.E. Willems

Mr. M.f. Singh, Deputy Speaker 
Mrs. £. DaSilva 

QE'[ItERs 

Mr. f.A. Narain, Clerk cf the National Assembly 
Mr. H.B. Henry, AMBIN, Deputy Clerk of the ·National Assembly 

Pfl&XiBS 

The Cle�k read Prayers. 

# Non alected Minister 



ANN9YNJ;�NENT� BY IHE SPEAKER 

Lpava 

to -
His Honour the Speaker announced that leave had been granted 

(a) Mr. Hoyte, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Wrights and Mr. Bancroft f1'0fl't
11th to 14th Dlcember, 1973, and

(b) Mr. Stoby for 10th and 11th December, 1973.

<1> By the Miniate; 2t W2;r;:ks and ,erornunicat;j.gngi

Commonwealth Telecommunications Council - fifth 
General Report and Statement of Accaunta • 
1st April, 1172 to 31st March, 1973. 

( CC-12/5/5 I II) 

(2) By the Mini11i1a· gf f,i,QQDC&I

(a) Estima•es of Revenues and Expenditure of
Guyana for the financial year 1974. 

(Circulated) 

(b) Purchase TaK (Motor Cars)(Amcndment)(No. 3)
Order 1973 (No. 151)� made under 

(c) 

(d) 

section SA of the Motor Vehicles and 
Road Traffic Ordinance, Chapter 280, on 
the 10th of December, 1973, and published 
in the' Gazette on the 10th of December, 
1973• (Circulated) 

Consumption Tax (Amendment)(No., 3) Order 
1973 (No. 152), made under section 4 of 
the Consumption Tax Act 1969 (No. 13), 
on the 10th of December·, 1973, and 
published in the Gazette on the 10th 
of December, 1973. (Circulated) 

Customs (Export Duties ) Order 1973' (No. 153), 
made under section 8 of the Customs Ordinance, 
Chapter 309, on the 10th of December, 1973, 
and published in the Gazette on the 10th of 
December, 1973. 

(Circulated) 

INTRO.QYCTIQN or BIL�� 

Pg11ao5ation and fkft Readi09

TAX <WNQMENT>lNPa 2> Blhb 4973 - Bill No. �J/1fTl 
oubAi1b1d lQ,Ai,IJ 

The Minister of finance, on beh�lf of the Government, 
preaented the following Bill which wae read tti• first timat 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE TAX 
ORDINANCE. 



4. 

Before the commencement of Public Buainese, the Minister of 
Parliam�ntary Affairs and Leader of the House informed the Assembly 
that it was agret.ld, in consultation with the Opposition, to proceed 
first with Item 2 (Motion to approve the •Jtimates of.p8"dl..._) 
for financial year 1974) on the Order Paper. 

MOTION§ 

IT'M • - APPROVAL OF THE £STIMAIE§ OF �Xf�NDITURg FOR 1974

In accordance with article 80(2) of. the Constitution, the 
Minister of finance signified that Cabinet had recommended that 
the Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the 
estimates of expenditure for the financial year 1974, totalling 
J�37,303,lSQ, net of appropriation-in-aid and excluding S57,BBTt933, 
which' is chargeable by law. (See Appendix)• 

The Minister of finance then moved the motion and read the 
Budget Speech • .• 

The motion was then proposed. 

Thereafter the Minister of Finance named Thursday, 13th 
December, 1973, as the day for the resumption of the debate on 
the motion. 

Copies of the Estimates, the motion, and the Budget Speech •

were then circulated to Members. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to 
consider financial Paper No. 6/1973. 

Jo C9VJmi�iee 2f sueeiv

In accordance with article 80(2) of the Constitution, the 
Minister of Finance signified Cabinet's recommendation and moved 
the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVEDi 

That the Committee of Supply approve 
of the proposals set out in Financial P9Per 
No. 6/1973·- Statement of amounta withdrawn 
from the Consolidated Fund under asticle 112(3)· 
of the Constitution totalling S2l,ll0,708, for 
the period ending 17th October, 1913. 

After consideration of the Schedule to the financial Paper 
the motion wae put and sa,;gyda 



s. 

On a motion by the Minieter of Finance, the Aaeembl� 
adopted the following Reaolutions 

RESOLVED, That this National Assembly agree with 
the Committee of Supply in the following Reeolution: 

"RESOlVED, That the Colllfflittee of Supply 
approve of the proposals set out in Financial 
Paper No. 6/1973 • Statement of amounte with
drawn from the Consolidated fund under 
article 111(3) of the Constitution totalling 
$23,110,708, for the period ending 17th 
October, 1973." 

lTE� J - CQltlffflATlON fl ,w1121a (EXR1PTl9tf flJl5 PY!lEil 51UIB
1973 {JIJ, 136 2 

The Minister of finance moved the following motions 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly in terma of 
section 9 of the Customs Ordinar:tee, Chapter 309, 
confirm the Customs (Exemption from Duties) 
Order 1973 (No. 136), which was made on the 11th 
of Novem�er, 1973, and published in the Gazette 
'on the· 17th of November, 1973. 

Mrs. DaSilva spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the motion was put and ,At£Md• . 

ADJQWJNMENT 

At 4.17 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Parliamentary 
Affair• .and Leader of the House, the Assembly wae adjourned to 

. 2.,00 P•m• on Thursday, ·the 13th of December, 1973. 

PAaLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Building•, 
Georgetown. 
12th December, 1973. 



im191 »x mmm or l'JJtE, 

WHEREAS the Constitution of Guyana requires that 

estimates of the revenues and expenditure of Guyana for any 

financial year should be laid before the National Assembly not 

later than sirty days after the commencement of that year; 

AID VIIIIA.B the Constitution also provides that 

when the est:lme.tes of expenditure have been approved by the 

Assembly an Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in the Asaeably 

providir.ig for the issue from the Consolidated Pund of tae awns

necessary to meet that expenditure; 

AND WHEREAS estimates of revenues and expenditure 

of Guyana for t he financial year 1974 have been prepared and

laid before the Assembly on 10th December, 1973.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this lfational Assembly approve the 

estimates of expenditure for the financial 

year 1974, of a total sua of Three Hundred. 

and Thirty Seven Killion, Three Hundred 

and Three Thousand, One Hundred ed Pive 

Dollars, net of appropriation-in-aid; and

excluding Fifty Seven Million, light Hundred 

and Eighty Seven Thousand, Bifte Hundred and 

Thirty Three Dollars, which ts chargeable by 

law, as detailed therein and SU1111arised in 

the undermeationed schedule, end agree that 

it is expedient to amend the law and to 

make furt-W- provision in respect of f 1.nance. · 



l Office of the Preai4ent �-°"' 

1 President - -

2 Supreme Court of Judicature 753,677 

' - Magistrate& 1,041,004 

"
11 Judiciary • 

4 Parliament Office u,,,eo 

111 Parliament -

5 Audit 601,568 

6 Ombudsman 29,064 

7 Public and Police Service
Commissions 559,988 

8 Public Prosecutions 166-,'78 

IV Olher Services. not un�er
Ministerial Control -

Office of the Prime Min:lster
and Cabinet 51:,,:,14 

10 Prime Minister -
Guyana Defence Force 13,598,366 

V Prime Minister 3,120,000 

11 Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs 20,082 

VI Ministry of Parliamentary
· Affairs -

12 Ministry of Public Corporations 17,5,0 

VII Ministry of Public Corporations -

13 Public Service Ministry 519,684 

VIII Public Service Ministry 1 ,.14,,000 

14 llinistey of Foreign Affaire 6.212.938 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs IX 500.000 -

.. 
15 Attorney Geae:ral '82,m 

· 16 Attorney General -
Official Jteceiver 118.227 

Attorney General -17 
Deode Rsgtatry 17',918 

X - -



B/Pvd. 4,765,000 24�961.ai, 
18 Ministry of Inftflaatt.on 

and Culture 1,898,503 

XI Ministry of Information 
and Culture 1,850,000 

19 Muu,stry of Home Affairs 691,,94 

20 Ministry of Home Affairs - Police 14,'66,518 

21 Ministry of Jlome Affairs - Prisons 1,689,407 

22 Ministry of Home Affairs - F.1,.re 
Prohotion Services 1,:546,560 

23 Ministry of Homo Affairs -
Registration and Elections 645,822 

24 Ministry of Home Affairs -
Probation and Welfare Service 544,910 

25 Ministry of Home Affairs -
Registration, Immigration, 
Births etc. 149,624 

XII Ministry of Home Affairs 3,66,,200 

26 Ministry of National Develol)llent 
and Agriculture l,225-t767 

27 Ministry of National Development 
and AgriQ\llture -
Agriculture 

,,849,07,,'
28 Ministry of National Development 

and Agriculture -
Lands 9'6,620 

29 Ministry ot· National Developne nt 
and Agrieul:ture ... 
Interior Developnent 606.sio

Ministry of National Development 
and Agriculture -
Land Developaent l,'356,45:, 

XIII Ministry of National 
Development and Agriculture 29,914,000 

XIV Ministry ot lational Development 
and Agriculture -
IBRD/IDA Projects 1,565,000 

xv Ministry of National Development 
and Agriculture -
IBBD/Il>A Sea Defence Project 

XVI Ministry of lat4,onal Developn.ent 
and Agriculture -
IBBD/ID.A. Projects 4,000,000 

,1/,orward 45,'155,200 54.161,21, 

tr 11!11 I Iii If I 1.1 
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