
TijlRQ iARLlAMENT Of G�YANA 

FIRST SESSION 

1973 - 1974 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 55th Sitting of the Nation•l 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Oemerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

FRIDAY, 27�H DECEMBER, 1974 

MEMBE!S OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Speaker 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase Narain, J.P. 

Members of the Ggvernment - People's National Congress (50)

.Prime M�9ister and D�eutv Prime Minister (2) 

The Honourable L.F.s. Burnham, O.E., 5.C., Prime Minister (Absent) 
Dr. the Honourable P.A. Reid, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of National Development 

Senior Minister& (8} 

The Honourable H.D. Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Economic Development 
# The Honourable S.S. Ramphal, S.C., Minister of foreign Affairs and 

Justice (Absent) 
# The Honourable H. Green, Minister of Co-operatives and National 

Mobilisation 
# The Honourable H;O. Jack, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 

(Absent) 
# The Honourable f.E. Hope, Minister of finance 
# The Honourable 
# The Honourable 
# The Honourable 

s.s.
G.A. 
G.B. 

Naraine, A.A. Minister of Works and Housing 
King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection 
Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture 

Mini§ters (5) 

The Honourable W.G. Carrington, Minister of Labour {Absent) 
The Honourable Miss S.Ma field-Ridley, Minister of Information 

and Culture 
The Honourable B. R�msaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

and Leader of the House {Absent- an leave) 
# The Honourable Miss C.L. Baird, Minister of Education and Social 

Development 
#Dr. the Honourable O.M.R. Harper, Minister of Health (Abaen�)i 

Minister§ of State (10) 

The Honourable M. Kasim, A.A. Minister of State for Agriculture 
(Abaeat- on leave) 

The Honourable O.E. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional {East 
Berbice/Corentyne) (Abs��t) 

The Honourable P. Duncan, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 
(Rupununi) (Absent) 

The Honourable C.A. Nasciinento. Mini&�er of State, Office of the 
Prime Minister 

# Non elected Minister 
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The Honourable M. Zaheeruddeen, J.P., Minister of State � Regional

(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) 
The Honourable K.B. Bancroft, Minister of State - Regional (Mazaruni/ 

Potaro) (Absent) 
# The Honourable C.V. Mingo, Minister of State for Home Affairs (Absent) 
# The Honourable W. Haynes, Minister of State for Consumer Protection 

(Absent) 
# The Honourable A. Salim, Minister of State - Regional (East 

Demerara/West Coast Berbice) (Absent) 
# The Honourable F.U.A. Carmichael, Minister of State - Regional 

(North West} 

Parliamentary Secretaries (7) 

Mr. J.R. Thomas, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works and Housing 
Mr. C.�. W�ights, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works and 

Housing 
Miss M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary 5ecret8ry, Office of the Prime Minister, 

and Government Chief Whip 
Mr. E.L. Ambrose, Parliamentary Secret�ry, Ministry of Agricilture 

(Absent- on leave) 
Mr. S. Prashad, Parliamentary Secret1ry, Ministry of Co-operatives 

and National Mobilisation 
Mr. J.P. Chowritmootoo, Parliamentary Secr�tary, Minis�ry of Education 

and Social Development 
Mr. R.H.D. Corbin, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister 

aeputy Speaker (1) 

Mr. R.C. Van ··,,vtman. Deputy Speaker 

Other Members (17) 

Mr. J .N. Aaron 
Mrs. L.M. Branco 
Mr. M. Corrica 
Mr. E.H.A. Fowler 
Miss J. Gill 
Mr. W. Hussain 
Miss S. Jaiserrisingh 
Mr. K.M.E Jonas 
Mr. M. Nissar 

Dr. L.E. Ramsahoye 
Mr. J.G. Ramson 
Mrs. P.A. Rayman 
Mr. E.M. Stoby, J.P. 
Mr. S.H. Sukh�, M.S., J.P. 
Mr. C. Sukul, J.P. 
Mr. H.A. Taylor 
Mrs. L.E. Willems 

Members of the Opposition - Liberator Party (2) 

Mr. M.F. Singh, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs. E. Da Silva 

OFFICERS 

Mr. F.A. Narain, Clerk of the National Assembly

Mr. M.B. Henry, AMBIM, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

# NoA elected Minister 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE �PEAKER 

Leave 

His Honour the Speaker announced that leave had been 
gr3nted to Mr. Ramsaroop, Mr. Kasim and Mr. Ambrose for that 
day's sitting. 

INTRO�UCTIDN OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Reading 

The Minister of Finance, r2_n behalf of the Government, 
pre3�nted the following Bills which were read the first time: 

MOTIONS 

(i) P�OPERTY TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 - Bill No. 44/1974

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
P�OPERTY TAX ACT. 

(ii) TAX(AMENDM[NT) (N0.3) BILL 1974 - Bill No.45/1974

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
TAX ACT. 

(iii) INCOME TAX(AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 - Bill No.46/1974

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE
INCOME TAX ACT. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

ITEM 1 - CDNFIRMAT_LQ_N OF THE CQ.NSUMPUDN TAX ( AMENDMENT} OB DEB 1974. 
.-{NO. 142) 

ITEM 2 -

rhe Minister of Finance moved the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly in terms 
of section 5 of the Consumption Tax Act, 
Chapter 80:02, confirm the Consumption Tax 
(Amendment) Order 1974 (No. 142), which was 
made on the 31st of October, 1974, and 
published in the Gazette on the 9th of 
November, 1974. 

The leader of the Opposition spake to the motion. 

Thereafter, �he motion was put and carried. 

CDNFI�MATION OF THE CONSUMPTION TAX{AMENDMENT) �0.2) 
ORDER 1974 (NO, 151} 

The Minister of finance moved the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly in terms 
of section 5 of the Comsumption Tax Act, 
Chapte� 80:02, confirm the Consumption Tax 
(Amendment)(No.2) Order 1974 ( No. 151), 
which was mad� on the 10th of December, 
1974, and published in the Gazette on the 
12th of December, 1974. 

The leader of the OpposiTion spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and catriedh 
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,i.TEM (• - C'IJfIRMATI_gN OF IHE CUSTQMS (EXEMPTION FRuM wi!!ES)(N0.2) 
�RijE� 1974 (NO. \52) 

The Minister of finance moved the following motion which 
was put anj c9rricd 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly in terms of 
section 9 of the Customs Act, Chapter 82:0l, 
confirm the Customs (Exemption from Duties) 
(Na. 2) Order 1974 (No. 152), which was made 
on the 10th of December, 1974, and published 
in the Gazette on the 12th of December, 1974. 

ITEM� - CONFI�MATION OF THE CUSTOMS (EXEMPTION FRlM DUTIES)(N0.3) 
ORDER 1974 (NO. 155) 

The Minister of finance moved the following notion which 
was put and carried 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly in terms of 
section 9 of the Customs Act, Chapter 82:0l, 
confirm the Customs (Exemption from Duties) 
(No. 3) Order 1974 (No. 155), which was made 
an the 10th of December, 1974, and published 
in the Gazette of the 14th of December, 1974. 

BILLS - Second ang thiid Readings 

ITEM a- � POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK (DISSOLUTION) BILL 1974 -
Bill Na. 38/1974 published 11112.74 

The Minister of finance moved the second reading of the 
following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE DISSOLUTION OF THE POST OFFICE 
SAVINGS BANK AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED 
THEREWITH. 

Mrs. n� Silva spoke to the motion. 

Ther�after, the Minister of Finance replied. 

The motion was then put and carried.

The Bill was read a second time and was thereafter, taken. 
through its remaining stages and parsed as printed. 

ITEM 6 - VALUATION FOR �ATING PU�POSES (AMENJMENT) BILL 1974 -
BILL No. 39/1974 pyblished 18112.74 

The Mi.nister of Co-operatives and National Mobilisation moved 
the secund re3ding �f the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
VALUATION FOR RATING PURPOSES ACT. 

The Leader of the Lpposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and c�rried. 

The Bill was read a second time, and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remJihing stages and passed �s rrinted. 
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ITEM 7 - MOTOR VEHICLES AND 8P80 Id8fEIC (AMFNQMFNT) BILL 1914 -
Bill No. 40/1974 published 18.12.74 

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the 
following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND RODD TRAffIC ACT.

The motion was put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, taken

through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 8 - RENT CONTRGL (SPECIAL PrtOVISIGNS)(AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 -
Bill No. 4.l/.�974 publ.i>--hed 18. 1 2.74 

The Minister of Works and Housing moved the second reading of 
the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMENil THE RENT 
CUNTijOL (SPECIAL P�OVISIONS) ACT 1974. 

The leader of the Upposition spoke to the motion. 

Therafter, the Minister of Works and Housing replied. 

The motion was thenn put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 9 - GUYANA MISSluNARY B APTIST CHURCH(INCG�PU�ATION)BILL 1974 -
Bill No. 37/1974 published 23.11.74, 30.11.74 and 7,12,7� 

Mr. Aaron moved and Miss Gill seconded the second reading 
of the following Private Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO INCJRPGRATE 
THE GUYANA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHUrtCH 
AND FOR PURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Bill was th�n read a second time and was, thereafter, 
taken through its remaining stages and passed as printed.

MOTILiN 

ITEM 10 - SUSPENSIGN 8F STANQING URUE� NG, 46 (2) and (3) 

On a motion by the Minister of Economic Development, and wit 
the leave of the Speaker, paragraphs (2) and (3) of Standin� Order 
�o.46 �are susoended to enable the Assembly to proceed with the 
second and third re3dings of the following Bills: 

(i) PRGPE�TY TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 - Bill
No. 44/1974 published 27812.74

(iii) INCOME T X
publit,hed 27.12,7A.

4 - Bil No 46



BILLS - Second and third Readings 

ITEM ll - PROPERTY TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 197� - �ill Ne. 44/1974 
publi�hed 27112174

In accordance with article BO (2) of the Constitution, 
the Minister of Finance signified Cabinet's recommendation and 
moved the seconp reading of the following Bill. 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMENu THE 

PROPERTY TAX ACT. 

The Leader of the Upposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter �he motion was put and carried. 

The Bill was then read a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to ·consider the 
Bill clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clause l : The following amendmen� by the Minister of Finance 
was put and carried: 
Substitution of the foll�wing for clause 1: 

"Short title 
and commence--. 
ment. 
Cap. 81:21 

l. (1) This Act,·which amends the Property
Tax Act, �ay be cited as the Property Tax

! . {Amendment) Act 1974. '

. (2) Section 2 shall be deemed to have 
come into operation with respect to and 
from the year of assessment commencing on 
1st January, 1970. 

"(3) Section 3 shall come into bperation 
with respect to and from the year.of assessmen 
commencing an let January, 1975. "• 

Clause l was then passed as �mended. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were passed as printed. 

Assembly resumed 

On a motion by the Miriister of Finance, the Bill was 
read the third time and passed as amended in Committee. 

ITEM 12 - TAX {AMENDMENT) (ND. 3) BILL 1974 - Bill No. 45/1974
published 27112174 

In accordance with article 80 (2) of the Constitution. 
the Minister of Finance signifiied Cabinet's recommendation and mo ed 
the second reading of the following Bill. 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE TAX ACT. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Ther�after, the motion was put and carried.

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, 
taken through its remaining st3ges and passed as printed. 

6.
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ITEM 13 - INCOME TAX(AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 - Bill No. 46/1974 
published 27.l� 

In accordance with article 80 (2) of the Constitution, 
the Minister of Finance signified Cabinet's recommendation and moved 
the second rading of the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMENJ THE 
INCOME TAX ACT. 

The ieader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, 
taken through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

NEW YEAR WISHES 

His Honour the Speaker extended New Year Wishes to the 
Members of the Assembly and their familie�, and to the Staff and the 
Press. 

The Minister of Economic Development and the Leader of 
the Opposition thanked His Honour �� behalf of the Members of the 
Assembly and reciprocated the wishes to him and family, and also 
extended good wishes to the .Staff and the Press. 

AQJOURNMENT 

At 5.10 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Economic 
Jevelopment, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 
2nd January, 1975. 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 

Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, 
31st ilecember, 1974.' 

S. NARAIN
Speaker


