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THIRD PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA 

FIRST SESSION 

1973 - 1975 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 56th Sitting of the National 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

WEDNESDAY, 29TH JANUARY, 1975 

MEMBERS OF  THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase �arain, J.P. 

Members of the Government - People's National Congress (50) 

Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Min�ster (2} 

The Honnurable L.F.S. Burnham, O.E., S.C., Prime Minister (Absent) 
Or. the Honourable P.A. Reid, Deputy P+ima Minister end Minister 

of National Development 

Senior Ministers (Bl 

The Honourable H.D. Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Economic Development 
# The Honourable S.S. Ramphal, S.C., Minister of foreign Affairs and 

Justice (Absent) 
# The Honourable H. Green, Minister of Co-operatives and National ./ 

Mobilisation (Absent) 
# The Honourable H.O. Jack, Minister of Energy and "1atural Resources 

(Absent) 

# The Honourable F .E. Hope, Minister of Finance 
# The Honourable S.S. Naraine, A .A., Minister of Works and Housing 

# The HonaurRble G.A. King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection 
(Abeont- on lo�ve) 

# The Honourable G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (5) 

The Honourable W.G. Carrington, Minister of Labour (Absent) 
The Honourable Miss S.M. Field-Ridley, Minister of Information 

and Culture 
The Honourables. Ramsaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

and Leader of the Hause 
# The Honaur�ble Miss C.L. Baird, Minister of Education and Social 

Development 
# Dr. the Honourable O.M.R. Harper, Minister of Health 

Ministers of State (10) 

The Honourable M. Kdsim, A.A., Minister of State for Agriculture 
(Absent- on leave) 

Tho Honourable O.E. Clarke, M�nister of State - Regional (�ast 
Berbice/Corentyne} 

# Non elected Minister 



2. 

The Honourable P. Duncan, J.P., Miniistor o(' ::.tat:4 - Ae.g.i.Cl\al. 
(Rupununi) 

The Honourable C.A. Nascimen� Minister of State• Offi� of the 
Prime Min.uter 

Th.e Honourable M. Zdlearuddaen, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 
(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) 

Honourable K.B. Bancroft, Minister of State - Regionel (Mazaruni/ 
Potaro) 

# The Honourable C.V. Mingo, Minister of Stote fo� Home Affairs 
# The Honourable vi. Haynes, Minister of State for Conaumt:1:r Prutection 

( Absarlt) 
# The Honouruble A. Salim, Minister of State - Regional (East 

Demerara/West Coast Berbice) 
# The Honour1ble f.U.A. Carmichael, Minister of State - Regional 

(North West)

farliarneota,Y Secret�ries (7) 

Mr. J.R. Thomas, PorliaTnentui;y Secretary, Ministry of Works and 
Housing 

Mr. C.E. Wrights, J.P. Parliamentary Secretaryy Jllinistry of Works 
And Housing 

Miss M.M. Ackman, Parli�mentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 
Minister, and Governmen� Chief Whip 

Mr. E.L. Ambrose, Parliamentaiy Secret�ry, Ministry of Agriculture 
Mr. S. Prashad, PJrliamentary Secretary, Ministty.(lf Cc.-ape•�t..ives 

and National Mobilisation 
Mr. J.P. Chcwr�•mootoo, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Education and Social Development 
Mr. R.H.O Corqin, P�rliament3ry Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister 

Qeput� Speaker Cl) 

Mr. R.C. Von Sluytman, 

Other Members (17) 

Mr. J.N. ADron 
Mrs. L.M. Branco 
Mr. M. Corrica (Absent- on leave) 
Mr. E,H.A. fowler 
Mias J. Gill 
Mr. W. Hussain 
Miss S. Jaiserrisingh 
Mr. K.M.E. Jonas 
Mr. M. N,issar 
Or. L.E. Ramsahoye 
Mr. J.G. Ramson 
Mrs. P.A. Rayman(Abeent- o� leevo) 
Mr. E.M. Stoby, J.P. 
Mr. S.H. Sukhu, M.S., J.P. 
Mr. C. Sukul, J.P. 
Mr. H.A. Taylor 
Mrs. L.E. Willems 

Members of the Opposition - Liberator Party (2} 

Mr. M.f. Singh, Leader cf the Opp�sition 
Mrs. E. Da5ilva 

OFFICERS 

Mr. F.A. �arain, Clerk of the Natiunal Assembly 
Mr. M.B. Henry, AMBIM, Deputy Clerk of the Naticnal Assembly 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

# Na.if'·alected Mini.ate� 



ANNOUltCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave 

Hi¾,Honour the Speaker announced that leave had 
been granted to -

(i) Mr. King for the period 27th January to
7th February, 1975, �nd

(ii) Mr. Kasim, Mr. Corrice and Mrs. Rayman for that
day 1 s sitting.

PR ES ENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS, ETC. 

(l) B� the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of
the HJuse, on bahelf af the Minister of foreign Affairs

and Justice: 

Offences (Application of Certain Provisions) 
Order 1974 {No. 167). made under section B 
of the Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) 
Act, Chapter 10:02, on the 30th of December. 
1974, and published in the Gazette on the 
31st of December, 1974. 

{L 92/4 II) 

(2l By the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of 
the Hause on behalf of the Minister gf Co::9per�tiv� 
and Naticnal Mobilisation: 

Annual Report of the Local Government Division 
of the Ministry of Co-operatives and National 
Mobilisation for the year 1973. 

(LG:10/ll VII,{Circulated) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

rresentRtion �nd first Re�ding 

(l) PENSIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1975 - Bill No
1 

4/1975
published 211

1.75

The Minister of Finance, nn beh�lf of the Prime Minister.
presented the following Bill which was read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
PENSIONS ACT. 

3.
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( 2) MINERS ASSISTANCE BILL 1975 - Bill No, 5/1975

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of the
House, on behalf cf the Minister of Energy and �atural Resources, 
presented the following Bill which was read the first time, 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO P�OVIDE FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MINERS ASSISTANCE FUND 
TO AID MINERS IN THE ORDERLY ANO EFFECTIVE 
EXTrlACTION OF VALUABLE MINERALS. 

(3) D�AINAGE AND IRRIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1975 - Bill No. 6/1975

The Minister of Agriculture, on behalf of the Government,
presented the following Bill which was read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE DRAINAGE 
AND IrtRIGATION ACT. 

(4) EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH(INCOnPORATION)(AMENDMENT)
BILL 1975- Bill No, 1/1975 published 11.1.751 1811.75
and 25,1.75

Mr. Sukul presented the following Private Bill which was
read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (I�COR., 
PORATION) ORDINANCE. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

Congratulations to the Speaker on ·his 50th b;rthdav 

The Minister cf Parliam�ntary Aff3irs and LsAder of the 
House,un beh�lf of the Government, and the Leader of the Opposition, on 
behalf cf the Gpposition, cLngratulated His Honour the Speaker on his 
attainment of his fiftieth birthday on 27th January, 1975. 

His Honour the Speaker thanked the Membors for the 
expressiun of their kind sentiments. 

BILL - Seccnd and Third Readings 

ITEM l - TEACHING SE,lVICE COMMISSION BILL l•J4 • llill NQ. 43/1974

publiahed 20,12,74

The Minister of Educ9ticn and Social Development moved the 
second reading of the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO EST�BLISH, THE 
TEACHING SERVICE CCJIIMISSIDN, TO PRE4 · 
.6CRIIE THE FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSIO/lr 
AND TD PROVIDE FDR MATTE�S CONNECTED 
THEREWITH. 



s. 

Mrs. Da Silva spoke to the mcti0n. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Education and Sucial 
Development replied. 

The motion was then put and c9rried. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the 
Bill clause bJ clause. 

lg, Committee 

Clause 1: The Chairman requ�sted that "1975" be 
substituted fer "1974" in �lause l and 
where@vsr it apµaared in ttte_Bill. 

Clause l W3S then passed as corrected. 

Clause 2: The following amendments by the Minister 
of Education and Social Development were 
put and carried; 

(a} Insertion of the word "a" immediately 
after the word "be" in paragraph (b} 
in the definition of the expressiion 
"government school". 

(b) Substitutiap of the following para�
graph for paragraph (d} -

"(d} any other school or other 
place of education est�b
lished and maintained 
wholly out of monies pro
vided by Parliament as may 
be specified as being in
cluded in the expression 
for the purposes of this 
Act by the Minister by 
order;". 

Clause 2 was then oassed as amepded1 

Clause 3: The following amendments by lbrs. Da Silv3 
were put and negatived: 

(a) Insertion of the words "with the
Leader of the Opposition and"
between the word "consulted" and
the word "with" in subsection
(2)(a).

{b) Additicn of the words "after con
sultation with the Leader of the 
Opp�sition" aftor the wcrds 
"Prime Minister" in subsecti,::in 
(2)(e). 

(c) Addition of the words "after con
sultation with the Leader of the
Oppositicn" after the wurds
"Prime Minister" in subsection (4).
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Clause 3 was then passed as printed. 

Clause, 4 to 11 were passed as printed. 

Clau$e 12: The following amendment by the leader of the 
Opposition was put and negativedi 

Substitution of the words "affirmative resolution" 
for the words ttnegative resolution tt in subsection U). 

Clause 12 was then passed as printed. 

Clause 13: (l) The following amendment by Mrs. DaSiiva was put 
and pegatived: 

Deletion of subsection 2(c} end substitution of 
the following therefor: 

"(c) with the concurrence of the governing 
body, appoint an applicant to fill the 
vacancy notwithstanding that there is 
no agreement between the Commission 
and the governing body on the list 
compiled by the governing body." 

(2) The following 9menctnente by the Minister of
Education and Social Development were put
and carried:

(a) tnsertiop of the words "to fill the
vacancy" immediately after the word
"teacher" in paragr�phs (a) and (b)
of subsection (2)J

(b) Substitution of a full stop for the
semi-colon after the word "list" at
the end of paragraph (b) of sub
section (2) and deletion of all the
words following thereafter in that
subsection; and

(c) Insertion of the following subsection
as subsection (3) of the section -

"(3) Where the Commission and the 
governing body have failed ta 
reach agreement on the list 
compiled by the governing body 
the Commission may, after con
sultation with the governing 
body, appoint an applicant to 
fill the vaoancy.". 

Clause 13 was then passed as amended. 

Clause§ 14 to 16 were passed as printed. 

Clause 17: The following amendment by the Minister of 
Education and Social Development was put and 
carried: 

Substitution of the word "Minister" for the 
word "President" in subsection (l}.
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Clauses 18 to 23 were passed as printed. 

The first, Second and Third Schedules were e8ssed as printed, 

Assembly resumed. 

Un a motion by the Minister of Educaticn and Social 
Development the Bill was read the third time and passed as amended 
in Committee. 

SUSPENSION or SlTJIN� 

At 4.15 p.m. the sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 4.40 p.m. the sitting was resuaed. 

MOTION 

ITE� Z - GUARANTEE OF CREDITS TO GUYANA llICE BOARD 

The Minist&r of Finance moved the following motion: 

WHEHEAS the Guyana Rice Board requires cverdraft 
facilities of up to thirty-five million dollars to 
carry cut its functions properly; 

AND WHEREAS the Guyana National Co-oper�tive 
Bank, the Royal Bank of Canada and Barclays Bank , 
lnternaticnal Limited, are prepnred to enter into 
Agreements with the Doard to provide overdraft 
facilities not exceeding the sum of SJS million 
provided the credits are guar�nteed by tho 
Government of Guyana: 

BE IT liESOLVED: 

That this N�tional Assembly authorises 
the Minister of finance or such other persr.n 
duly authoris€d by him, acting on behalf of 
the Government of Guyana, to enter into Agree
ments as guarantor to the Guyana Nationai Co
operative Bank, the �oyal Bank of Canada and 
Barclays Bank Int8Tnational Limited for the 
purpose of guaranteeing cre1its by way of 
overdraft facilities to the Guyana Rice Board 
�mounting in the aggregate to $35 million. 

The Leader jf the Opposition apoke to the motion. 

The Minister of finance replied. 

Thereafter the motion was put and carried. 



t 

a. 

ADJuUrtNMENT 

At s.20 p.m., en a motion by the Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of the House, the Assembly 
was adjourned to a date to be fixed. 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
Georgetown. 

lat february, 1975. 




