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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.08p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks and 

 Mr. Adrian Anamayah, for today’s Sitting.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1)       By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Fifth and Sixth Annual Reports of the Women and Gender Equality Commission for the period June, 2015 to April, 2017, which were circulated at the 67th Sitting of the National Assembly.











(Circulated)

(2) 
By the Minister of Public Infrastructure:

Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Energy Agency for the year ended 31st December, 2015.










(Circulated)
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(3) 
By the Minister of Finance:

(i) 
Financial Paper No. 2/2017 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $2,514,679,330 for the period 2017-01-01 to 2017-12-31.










(Circulated)

(ii) 
Dollar Credit Line Agreement dated July 19, 2017 between the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and the Export-Import Bank of India for US$17,500,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Up-gradation of three (3) hospitals namely: West Demerara Regional Hospital, Bartica Regional Hospital and Suddie Regional Hospital in Guyana.










(Circulated)
(iii) 
Agreement for the Encouragement and Protection of Investment signed on July 14, 2017 in Vienna, Austria between the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) for the purpose of setting in train a framework for the start of Private Sector operations in Guyana.










(Circulated)

(iv) 
Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Oil Company Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2015.










(Circulated)

(4) 
By the Minister of Natural Resources:


(i) 
Annual Report of the Guyana Gold Board for the year 2016.











(Circulated)

(ii) 
Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Gold Board for the year ended 31st December, 2016.










(Circulated)
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7.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By Ms. Gail Teixeira on behalf of Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee):

The Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Public Accounts of Guyana for the years 2012, 2013 and 2014.

ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-
1. BLACKOUTS IN REGION #2
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P., asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure the 
following questions:

(a) Could the Minister of Public Infrastructure, Hon. David Patterson, inform this House as to what measures have been taken to restore electricity to the residents of Region #2 who have been punishing for over five (5) weeks without electricity, and, or, frequent and long power outages?

(b) Could the Minister say how soon will the residents see a return to a stable and reliable electricity supply?
Thereafter, the Minister of Public Infrastructure replied.
Mr. Cornel Damon asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure a supplementary question.

Thereafter, the Minister of Public Infrastructure replied.            
2. COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES EXPERIENCED DURING THE MAY-JULY FLOODS IN THE TEN (10) ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS
Mr. Collin Croal, M.P., asked the Minister of Communities the following questions:
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(a) Could the Minister of Communities, Hon. R. Bulkan, inform this House as to whether the Government will compensate those who have suffered losses during the May- July floods which affected all ten(10) Administrative Regions and which led to loss of property, livestock and crops?

(b) In particular, what compensation, if any, has been given to residents in Region No.8 and Region No.9 whose houses were washed away or severely damaged and who also lost crops and livestock? 
(c) What form of assistance, if any, are being given to the farmers in the most affected areas who lost livestock and crops to replace these losses in order to allow them in as short a time as possible to return to their livelihood?

(d) How soon will the Government be addressing damaged public infrastructure such as schools, health centres, roads, bridges, and dams in these regions?

 Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and First Readings

1. 
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION BILL 2017 – Bill No. 9/2017



The First Vice-President and Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:
A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish a Constitutional Reform Consultative Commission to assist the Parliamentary Standing Committee for Constitutional Reform in its work by conducting public consultations with and receiving submissions from the people of Guyana for the Committee, to provide for its membership, its terms of reference and for other connected purposes.
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Thereafter, the Bill was referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Constitutional Reform. 

2. 
BROADCASTING (AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 – Bill No. 10/2017

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:


A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Broadcasting Act 2011.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings









ITEM 1   -      TOBACCO CONTROL BILL 2017 – Bill No. 5/2017 – published on 
2017-05-16

The Minister of Public Health moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the adoption and implementation of tobacco control policies in accordance with the World Health Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco Control which aims to protect present and future generations from the devastating harms of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke; to prevent tobacco use by minors; to protect workers and the public from exposure to tobacco smoke; to prevent exposure of the public, especially minors, to tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship; to enhance public awareness of the hazards of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke; to ensure that every person is provided with effective health warnings about the harms of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke; to regulate the tobacco industry, its products and sales; to protect public health policies from the commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry; and to provide for other related matters.

(Read a first time on 2017-06-15)
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Mr. Clement Rohee spoke the motion.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.05 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.11 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
Assembly resumed the debate on the Tobacco Control Bill 2017.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Social Cohesion

Dr. Frank Anthony

The Minister within the Ministry of Public Health

Mr. Joseph Hamilton

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.06 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 7.47 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
Assembly resumed the debate on the Tobacco Control Bill 2017.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Jermaine Figueira

The Minister of Public Telecommunications
Ms. Gillian Burton-Persaud

The Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Dr. Bheri Ramsaran

Mr. Charrandass Persaud
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Thereafter, the Minister of Health replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1to16 were passed as printed. 
Clause 17
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:

Clause 17(3)- 

“Is amended by the substitution of the words “four” and “six” for the words “two” and “three” respectively."

Clause 17 was then passed as amended. 
Clause 18 was passed as printed.
Clause 19
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 19(11)-

(a) “The substitution of the words  “Any person” of the words “A natural person”;

(b) “The substitution for the words “nine million dollars and imprisonment for twelve months” of the words “two  hundred  thousand dollars and imprisonment for three months and in the case of a body corporate to a fine of nine million dollars”; and 
(c) “The deletion from the proviso of the words “a fine of one hundred thousand dollars and”.

Clause 19 was then passed as amended. 
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Clauses 20 to 23 were passed as printed.
Clause 24
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 24(2)-
“Inserting immediately after the word “of” the words “tobacco products,”.  

Clause 24 was then passed as amended. 
Clause 25 

The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 25(3)-

(a) “The substitution of the words “Any person” for the words “A natural person”; and
(b) “The substitution of the words “nine million dollars and imprisonment for twelve months” for the words “two hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for three months and in the case of a body corporate to a fine of nine million dollars”.
Clause 25 was then passed as amended. 
Clauses 26 to 36 were passed as printed. 
Clause 37
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 37(1)-

(a) “The substitution of the words “Any person” for the words “A natural person”; and

(b) “The substitution of the words “four hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for six months” for the words “two hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for three months and in the case of a body corporate to a fine of four million dollars”.
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Clause 37 was then passed as amended. 
Clause 38 was passed as printed.

Clause 39
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 39(1)– 

 “Inserting immediately after the word “for” the word “regulating,”.  
Clause 39 was then passed as amended. 
Clauses 40 to 43 were passed as printed. 
Clauses 44
The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Clause 44 (6)–

“the substitution for the words “four hundred thousand dollars” of the words “two hundred thousand dollars”.
Clause 44 was then passed as amended
Clauses 45

The Minister of Health moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
(a) “The substitution for the words “Any person” of the words “A natural person”; and 

(b) “The substitution for the words “nine million dollars and imprisonment for twelve months of the words “two hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for three months and in the case of a body corporate to a fine of four million dollars”. 
Clause 45 was then passed as amended
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Clause 46 was passed as printed

Schedules1 and 2 were passed as printed
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Public Health, the Tobacco Control Bill 2017 was read a third time and passed as amended on the following division:
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_________________                  _________________                              _________________
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ITEM 2 -
 MOTOR VEHICLES INSURANCE (THIRD PARTY RISKS) 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 – No. 7/2017 published on 2017-07-05

The Minister of Public Security moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third Party Risks) Act.


(Read a first time on 2017-07-07)
Mr. Clement Rohee spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, the Minister of Public Security replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.
         /…16  

        16.
Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 to 3 were passed as printed. 
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Public Security, the Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third Party Risks) (Amendment) Bill 2017was read a third time and passed as printed.

EMANCIPATION GREETINGS

At 10:37 p.m. Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P., on behalf of the Opposition, extended Emancipation greetings to the people of Guyana, especially the Guyanese of African decent. The First Vice- President and Prime Minister joined Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P., in extending Emancipation greeting. The Speaker also extended Emancipation greetings to all Guyanese.
ADJOURNMENT
At 10.40 p.m., the First Vice- President and Prime Minister moved a motion for the adjournment of the Assembly to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 3rd August, 2017.
                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

3rd August, 2017. Secretary
