NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 78th SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2017) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 10.00 A.M.,

ON FRIDAY, 8TH DECEMBER, 2017,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN.
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+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources
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+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure
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Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. 

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
Mr. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P.






      
Officers (2)

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10.20 a.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

 BUDGET SPEECH 2018 – MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2018
Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2018.


(Moved by the Minister of Finance on 2017-11-27)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
The Minister of Natural Resources

Mr. Bharrat Jadgeo, Leader of the Opposition 
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6.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 1.50 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.06 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2018.

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister also spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

CONCLUSION OF BUDGET DEBATE

Following the conclusion of the general debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2018, Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to consider and dispose of the Report of the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply                                                                                                               
The Speaker reported that the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply met on Thursday, 7th December, 2017. 
The Speaker informed the Committee that the Sub-Committee was unable to reach consensus with respect to the allocation of time for five Agencies and that the Sub-Committee agreed that the time allotted for the consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure for five agencies should be referred to the Committee of Supply for decision.
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7.

The matter of the allocation of time for the consideration of the 2018 Estimates of Expenditure was put to the Committee of Supply for consideration. A draft schedule which was prepared by the Clerk of the National Assembly proposing the hours for consideration of various agencies was circulated to Members. Copies of the Sub-Committee’s Minutes were also circulated. 
The Speaker invited Members to consider the draft schedule.
The Committee of Supply considered the draft schedule and allotted five (5) days for consideration of the 2018 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure. The Committee also decided that consideration will begin on Monday, 11th December, 2017 at 10.00 a.m., and will continue thereafter until Friday, 15th December, 2017.
The Committee of Supply also decided that the time allotted in the Schedule for consideration of the Estimates should be maintained.

Assembly resumed
ADJOURNMENT

At 8.45 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m., on Monday, 11th December, 2017.





…………………………………………………………..




     HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P.,





           Speaker of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
8th December, 2017
