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SECOND PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA 

TH !RD SESSION 

1971 - 1972 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 59th Sitting of the National 
Assembly under the Constitution of Guyana, held in the 
Parliament Chamber at the Public Buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

MONDAY, 24TH JULY, 1972 

PRESENT: 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase Narain, J.P. 

(a) Members of the Government 

( i) Ministers 

Dr. the Honourable P.A. Reid, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Agriculture 

The Honourable M. Kasim, A.A., Minister of Communications 
The Honourable H.D. Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Finance 
The Honourable W.G. Carrington, Minister of Labour and 

Social Security 
The Honourable Miss S.M. Field-Ridley, Ministbr of Health 
The Honourable B. Ramsaroop, Minister of Housing and 

Reconstruction (Leader of the House) 
The Honourable D.A. Singh, Minister of Trade 
The Honourable D.E. Clarke, Minister of Home Affairs 
The Honourable C.V. Mingo, Ministe r of L~cal Government 
The Honourable W. Haynes, Minister of State for 

Co-operatives and Community Development 
The Honourable E.B. McDavid, Minister of Information and 

Culture 

Mr. P. Duncan, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Mr. A. Salim, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Mr. J.R. Thomas, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Office of the Prime Minister 

Mr. C.E. Wrights, J.P., Parliamentary Secr~tary 1 
Ministry of Works, Hydraulics and Supply 
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(iii) Other Members 

Mr. J.N. Aaron 
Miss M.M. Ackman, Gov ernme nt Whip 
Mr. K. Bancroft 
Mr. J. Budhoo, J.P. 
Mr. L.I. Chan-A-Sue 
Mr. E.F • Correi a 
Mr. M. Corrica 
1"1r. E.H. 1\. Fowler 
l'lir. R.J. Jorda n 
Mr. S.M. Saffee 
Mr. R.C. Van Sluytman 
Mr. M. Za hee ruddeen, J.P. 
Mrs. L.E. Willems 

(b) Members of the Op nosition 

Dr. C.B. J agan, Leader of the Opposi tion 
Mr. Ram Karra n 
Mr. R. Chandisingh 
Dr. F.H.W. Ramsahoy e , S.C. 
Mr. E.M.G. Wilson 
Mr. A.M. Hamid, J.P., Opposition Whip 
Mr. G.H. Lall, J.P. 
Mr. M. Y. Ally 
Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P. 
Mr. R. Ally 
Mr. E.L. Ambrose 
Mrs. L.M. Branco 
Mr. Balchand Persaud 
Mr. Bhola Persaud 
Mr. I. ~ . Remington, J.P. 
Mr. L. A. Durant 
Mrs. E. DaSilva 
i"1 r. M.F. Singh 

Clerk of the National Assembly 
Deputy Cl erk of the Nation al Assembly 

tv'lr. F .A. Narain 
Mr. M.B. Henry 

Absent: 

The Honourable L.F.S. Burnham, S.C., 
Prime Minister 

The Honourab le S .S. Ramphal, S.C., 
Attorney-General and Minister of St3te 

The Honourable H. Green, Minister of 
Works, Hydr aulics and Supply 

The Honourable H.U. J~ck, Minister of 
Mines and Forests 

The Honourable Miss C.L. Baird, 
Minist er of Education 

Mr. J.G. Joaquin, J.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. N.J. Bissembe r 
Mr. D.C. Jagan, J.P., Deputy Speaker 
Mr. E.M. Stoby, J.P. 
Mr. V. Teekah 
Mr. J. A. Sutton 
Mr. R.E. Chee ks 

on l eave 

on leave 
on leave 
on l eave 
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Pi~AYE~S 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND ~EPORTS , ETC. 

~y the Minister of Finance: 

Customs Duties (Exemption from Import Duties) 
Order, 1972 (No. 59), made under section 8 
of the Customs Ordinance, Chapter 309, on 
the 10th of July, 1972, and published in the 
Gazette on the 15th of July, 1972. 

(G: 269/55 III)(Circulated) 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

BILLS - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 1 NATION1\L TRUST BILL 1972 - Bill No. 5/1972 published 
.!L..6. 72 

The Min.ister of Inform.:ition and Culture moved the second 
:L-o.-,din-Q .,,( the -fed lowing Bill; 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FUR 
THE PRESERVATION OF MCNUMENTS, SITES, PLACES 
~ND OBJECTS UF HISTORIC INTEREST OR NATI ONAL 
IMPORlr\NCE , 

Mr . Reepu Daman Persaud, Mrs. DaSilva and Mr. Ram Karran 
spoke to the motion. 

The Minister of Information and Culture replied , 

Thereafter the motion was put and carried , 

The Bill was then re3d a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to conside r the 
Bill clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clauses 1 tQ.__JA wAro passed as printed. 

Clause 15 - The following amendment by the Minister of 
Information and Culture was put and carried: 

Insertioh of the word "simultaneously" 
immediately after the word "published" 
in the fifth line of subsection (1). 

The following amendment by Mr. Reepu Daman 
Persaud was put and negatived: 

Substitution of the words "two or more 
newspapers" for the words "one 
newspaper" in the fifth line of 
subsection ( 1), 
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Claµse 15 was then passed as amended. 

Clause 16 was passed as printed. 

Clause 17 - Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud moved the following 
amendment: 

Substitution of the words "not exceeding 
two hundred" for the words "of two 
thousand" in the fifth line. 

The amendment was under consideration when the time for 
the suspension of the sitting was reached. 

Assembly resumed. · 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 4.05 p.m. the sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 4.25 p.m. the sitting was resumed. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to continue 
consideration of the National Trust Bill 1972. 

In Committee 

Clause 17 - The amendment moved by Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud 
was put and negatived: 

Clause 17 was then passed as printed. 

Clauses 18 to 29 were oassej as printed. 

The First and Second Schedules were passed as printed. 

Assembly resumed. 

On a motion by the Minister of Information and Culture the 
Bill was read the third time and passed as amended in Committee. 

ITEM 2 WIDOWS /\ND ORPH /', NS ~ENSION (AMENDMENT) Bill l2I? • 
Bill No. 3/1972 publiabed 3,6,72 

The Minister of finance moved the second reading of the 
following Bill: 

A BI~L intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE WIDOWS 
1~ND ORPHiiNS PENSiuN ORDINANCE. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Bill was then read a second time. 
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Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the 
Bill clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clauses 1 to 9 were passed as printed. 

Clause 10 - The following amendments by the Minister of 
Finance were put and carried: 

(i) Substitution of the words "Validating and 
saving provisions" for the word "Valida
tion" in the marginal note; 

(ii) Renumbering of clause 10 as clause 10(1) 
and addition of the following subsection 
as subsection (2) -

" (2) Any refund of contributions made 
before the commencement of this Act to 
a person who had ceased to be an officer, 
or to his legal personal representative 
in case of his death, contrary to the 
provisiuns of section 1 or 8 of the 
Principal Ordinance shall be deemed to 
have been lawfully made, and the 
directors may, after SJ'Ch commencement, 
in their discretion, make a refund of 
contributions to a person who, prior 
to such commencement had ceased to be 
an officer, or to his legal personal 
representative in case of his death, 
where the officer had failed to submit 
himself for a medical exnmination within 
the prescribed period for the; purpose of 
becoming a contributor. " 

Clause 10 .w .3 s · then-.™~ as amended. 

Assembly r e sumed. 

On a motion by the Minister of Fin~nce, the Bill was read 
the third tim8 and passed as amende d in Committee. 

i\DJUURNMENT 

At 4 .50 p .m., on a motion by the Minister of Housing and 
Reconstruction (Leader of the House), the A&se.mbly was adjourned 
to 2.DO p.m. on Thursday, the 27th of July, 1972. 

PA;lLrnMENT OFFICE, 
P~blic Bu.i ldings,. 
(;eorgctown. 
26th July,. 1972 • 

S. AR1.\IN / 

SpeakeY 
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