
BR rrISH GUIANA 

FIRST LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

FIRST SESSION 

1961 

MDIUTES ?f the Pr?ceedings ?f the Fifth Sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly ?f the Col:,ny ?f British 
Guiana under the British Guiana {C'.>nstituti,n) 
Order in C?uncil, 1961, held in the Cb..amb�r of 
the Legislature at the Public Buildings,
Georget?wn, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 
?n 

FRIDAY, 20TH OCTOBER, 1961. 

PRESENT: 

His H'.>n:rur the Spea,ker, Mr. R. B. Gajra.j. 

(a) Members of the G?vernrnent
People'g. Progressive Party

( 1 ) Ministers
The Hon?urable B.H. Benn 

Minister of Natural Resources. 
The H?nourable Ram Karran, 

Minister ?f W?rks and Hydraulics. 
The Honourable B.S. Rai, 

Minister ?f Home Affairs. 
The Hon?urable R. Chandisingh, 

Minister of tah?ur, Health and Housing. 
Dr. the HonJurable Charles Jacob, Jr., 

Minister ?f Finance. 
Dr. the H?n?urable F .H-.W. Rarnsah'Jye .,

Att?rney-General. 
The Hon?urable E.M.G. Wils?n, 

Minister ?f C?mmunicati?ns. 

(ii) Parliamentary Secretaries

Mr. G. B?wman, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Mr. L.E.M. Mann, Parliamentary Secreta�y t� the 
Ministry ?f W'Jrks and Hydraulics. 

(iii) Other Members

Mr. S.M. Saffee
Mr. G.L. Roberts?n
Mr. M. Bhagwan
Mr. J.B. Caldeira
Mr,. V. D'Jwner
Mr. M. Hamid
Mr. G. McL. Henry
Mr. b.c. Jagan
Mr. H. Lall
Mr. M, Shak:>or

(b) Membe r� Con�tituting the Min?riti
(1) People 1 s Nati:>nal C?pgress

Mr. L.F.s. Burnham, Q.c.
Mr. J. Carter
Mr. E.F. C::,rreia
Mr. �.J. Bissember
Mr. W .A. Blair
Mr. R.s.s. Hugh.



Mr. J .G. J'.)aquim 
Mr. R.J. J')rdan 
Mr. C .. A. Merriman 
Mr. H.M.s. Whart'Jn 

(ii) United F')rce

Mr. P. d I Aguiar
Mr. S. Campbell
Mr. R.E. Cheeks
Mr. E.E. Melville

2. 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. Crum Ewing 
Assistant Clerk 'Jf the Legislature - Mr. E.V. Viapree. 

Absent: 

Dr. the H'Jn')urable C.B. Jagan, 
Premier and Minister 'J f  Devel'Jpment and Planning -

'Jut of the Colony. 
Mr. w.o.R. Kendall, Deputy Speaker - 'Jn  leave. 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read prayers. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS, ETC. 

By the Minister 'Jf Natural Res'Jurces on behalf 'Jf 
the AttJrney-General: 

Rep')rt 'Jf the Supreme C')urt and Deeds 
Registry f'Jr the year 1960. 

(L. 44/2 IV ) (Circulated). 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIO NS 

Leave was granted to Mr. d 1 Aguiar t'.) refer to the 
speech made by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of W'Jrks and Hydraulics at the previ 'JUS sit ting concerning 
an incident alleged t') have taken place at a political 
meeting held at Mahaicony in which Mr. d 1 Aguiar was the 
central figure. 

Mr. d 1Aguiar stated that the incident as related by 
the Honourable Member b'Jre very little relationship to 
what in fact actually t'Jok place. 

MOT !ONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTING OF THE ASSEMBLY 
AND MOVED BY A MINISTER. 

On a mo ti on by the Minister 'Jf Natural Resources the 
Assembly agreed that the m'Jti'Jn under C'.)nsideration be 
exempted fr'Jm the pr'Jvisi'Jns 'Jf Standing Order N'.). 9(2).

MOTION 

J;tem 1 """ 

PUBLI C BUSINESS. 

MOTION TO APPROVE OF THE GOVERNMENT 1 S PO LICY 
AS SET OUT IN HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVEkNOR r S 
ADDREss'. AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE. 
LEGISLATbRE. 

Mr. Burnham resumed his speech on the following moti'Jn: 

/ . .



BE IT RESOLVED : 

That this Legislative Assembly approves of 
the GJvernment's pJlicy as set out in His Excellency 
the Governor I s Address at the official Jpening 'Jf 
the Legislature on 6th October, 1961. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 4. 00 p.m. the sitting was suspended f�r tea. 

:RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At.4.30 p.m. the sitting was resumed. 

Mr. Burnham concluded his speech. 

Mr. Mann spoke to the motion. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 6.30 p.m. the sitting was suspended for dinner. 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At e.oo p.m. the sitting was resumed, 

Mr, Wilson.and Mr. Chandisiingh spoke to the motion. 

�ON ID EXTEND HOUR OF SIT'JµNG 

At this stage on a mJtion by the Ministe� �f Natural

Resources, in terms of Standing Order 9(1), it was agreed 
to conti�ue the sitting beyond 10,00 p.m. in order to complete 
the debate on the motion. 

Mr. Correia and Mr. Jacob spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the question was put and the motion carried. 

BUSINESS FOR NEXT SITTING 

Before the adjournment was taken the Minister of 
Natural Resources intimated that the business for the next 
sit�ing WJuld include -

( 1) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

IN'J1ERPRETATION '(.AMENDMENT) BILL, 1961 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT BILL, 1961 

MOTION CONCERNING INDEPENDENCE FOR BRITISH 
GUIANA. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 11.56 p.m. the Assembly was adjourned to 2,00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 1st N�vember, 1961. 

Public Buildings, 
· Ge=-ge t-:,wp.
OOrd Oct:> ber, 1961.

Speaker. 
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