
BRITISH GUIANA 

FIRST LEGISIATIVE ASSEMBLY 

FffiST SESSION 

1961 - 1962 

M INUTES of the Proceedings of the 12th Sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly of the C:::>lony 'Jf British 
Guiana under the British Guiana (Constitution) 
Order in C:::>uncil, 1961, held in the Chamber of 
the Legislature at the Public Buildings, 
Georget'Jwn, Demerara, 

AT 2. 00 P .M. 
on 

THURSDAY, 1ST FEBRUARY, 1962. 

PRESENT: 

His Honout' the Speaker, Mr. R.B. Gajraj. 

{a) Members of the Government 

Pe:::>ple's Pr'Jgressive Party 

(i) Ministers

Dr. the Honourable C.B. Jagan,
Premier and Minister·or Development and Planning. 

The Honourable B.H. Benn, 
Minister of Natural Resources. 

The H'Jnourable Ram Karran, 
Minister 'Jf Works and Hydraulics. 

The H:::>nourable B.S, Rai, 
Minister of Home Affairs. 

The Honourable R. Chandisingh, 
Minister of Labour, Health and Housing. 

Dr. the Hon:::>urable Charles Jacob, Jr., 
Minister of Finance. 

Dr. the Honourable F.H.w. Ramsahoye, 
Attorney-General. 

The Honourable E.M.G. Wilson, 
Minister of Communications. 

(ii) Parliamentary Secretarie�

Mr. G. Bowman, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Mr. L,E.M. Mann, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics. 

(iii) Other Members

Mr. s.M. Saffee
Mr. G.L. Robertson
Mr. J.B. Caldeira
Mr. V. Downer
Mr. M, Hamid

· Mr. D.C. Jagan
Mr. H. Lall
Mr. M. Shak'Jor

(b) Members C'Jnstituting the Minority
(i) People's Nati�nal C�ngress

Mr. L.F.s. Burnham, Q.C.
Mr. w.o.R. Kendall
Mr. J. Carter
Mr. E.F. Correia
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Mr. N.J. Bissember 
Mr. W.A. Blair 
Mr. R.s.s. Hugh 
Mr. J.G. J'Jaquim 
M1�. R. J. J'Jrdan 
Mr. C.A. Merriman 
Mr. H.M.S. Wharton 

(ii) United F'Jrce

Mr. P. d I Aguiar
Mr. S. Campbell
Mr. R.E. Cheeks

2. 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. Crum E'wing. 
Assistant Clerk 'Jf the Legislature - Mr. E.V. Viapree. 

Absent: 

Mr. M. Ebagwan - 'Jn leave. 
Mr. E.E. Melville - on leave. 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read prayers. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

(a) Leave.

His H'Jn'Jur the Speaker ann'Junced that leave had been
granted to Mr. Bhagwan fr'J m the 8th January to the 15th 
February, 1962. 

(b) Loyal Address to His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edi: .burgh.

His H'Jn'Jur the Speaker inf'Jrmed Members that he had
prepared a L'Jyal Address f'Jr presentati'Jn t'J His R'Jyal Highness, 
The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, on the 'Jccasi'Jn of his 
visit t'J the Legislature on Wednesday, the 7th of February, 
and in order to have it placed 'Jn rec'Jrd, he prop'Jsed to m'Jve 
a motion at a l ater stage f'Jr that purp'Jse. 

He added that c'Jpies of the Address would be circulated 
to Members f'Jr their private and c'Jnfidential informati'Jn an4 
requested that they be returned after the tea interval. 

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS 

Questi'Jn N'J•_£• 

Mr. d'Aguiar asked the Minister of W'Jrks and Hydraulics 
the f?llowing cpesti'Jn: 

QUESTION: Will the H'Jn'Jurable Minister make available 
t'J me the d'Jcuments concerning the Grupo 
Del Conte which he intimated to this H'Juse 
at its -sitting 'Jn 19th Oct'Jber would be 
made available if required? 

Will the Hon?urable Minister also make 
available t'J me the contracts entered 
into with Grup'.) Del C'Jnte? 

The Minister '.)f \.-1'Jrks and Hydraulics gave the foll':>wing 
reply: 

ANSWER: The d'.)cuments will be made available to 
the H'Jn'.)urable Member on a private and 
��nfi4�nt+,�l b��is only, if he �il� qa�l 
at the Ministry' of Works am Hy-d.i-aulics ·· 
at any o'.)nvenient time. 
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Supplementary questi:>ns were asked by Mr.d 1 Aguiar and 
Mr. Burnham. 

STATEMEN'.IS BY MINISTERS 

(a) Premier's visit abroad.

The Premier and Minister :,f Development and Planning
stated that he hoped soon to inform Members in detail of his 
recent visit to Tanganyika

., 
Israel an:l the United Nations. 

(b) Chemical Food Poisoning_on the Essequibo Coast.

The Minister of Labour, Health and Housing
., 

Mr.
Chandisingh, reported to the Assembly on the recent epidemic 
of chemical food poisoning that occurred on the Essequibo 
Coast. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

BILLS - Second and Third Readings. 

Item 1. - GEORGETOWN TOWN COUNCIL ..{!MENDMENT NO. 2) BILL, 
l96l - ,;a:; Bill No:

A

.6/1961.

His Honour the Speaker informed Members that Mr. Merriman 
had to attend another meeting from which he hoped to return 
shortly and requested that cons iderati-::m of the BILL int ituled 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 1rHE GEORGETOWN 1:POWN COUNCIL ORDINANCE be 
deferred for a short while. 

Accordingly
., 

consideration of the Bill was deferred. 

It em 2 - DRAINAGE AND IHRIGA'l' ION (DEC LA RAT ION OF AREA) (NO. _2) 
BILL, 1962 -· L.A. Bill No� I'7I962. 

With Members' consent and on a motion by the Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO PRO
VIDE FOR THE MERGING OF THE NORTHERN KLIEN POUDEROYEN DRAIN
AGE AHEA AND THE NORTH KLIEN ?OUDEROYEN (EXTENSION) DRAINAGE 
AID IRRIGATION AREA was 1•ead a sec'Jnd time and was thereafter 
taken through its remaining stages and passed with the follow
leg a �1endr:1::irH, .ln G':Jrnrf! t. 1:;t 8cl ; -

Clause l - Short Title - Deleted: "(No. 2) 11 • 

Item 3 - GENEVA CONVENTIONS (SUPPIEMENTARY PROVISIONS) BILL, 
1962 - t.A. Bill No. 2/1962. 

On a motion by the Attorney-General the relevant Stand
ing Order was suspended to enable him t-:> pr:,ceed with the 
BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPIBMENT THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS ACT, 1957, OF THE UNTIED KINGDOM AS EXTENDED TO 
BRITISH GUIANA BY THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS ACT ( COLONIAL 
TERRITORIES) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1959, SO AS TO ENABLE FULL 
EF'FECT TO BE GIVEN IN RELATION TO  BRITISH GUIANA TO CERTAIN 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS DONE AT GENEVA ON THE TWELFTH DAY 
OF AUGUST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINE. 

On a moti:>n by the Attorney-General the Bill was read 
a second time and was thereafter taken thr-:>ugh its remain
ing stages and passed as printed. 
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Item 4 - LEGISLJITURE (REMUNERATION OF MEMBERS) BILL, 1962 -
t;A. Bill No. 3/1962. 

On a motion by the Minister of Finance the relevant 
Standing Orde1• was suspended to enable him to pr'Jceed with 
the BILL intituled AN ORDIN.AiiCE TO M�KE PROVISION FOR THE 
PAYMENT OF REMUNERATION, TRAVELLING AND SUBSISTENCE ALIDW
ANCES TO  MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE, TEE SPEAKER OF THE 
LEGISIA TIVE ASSEMBLY AND THE ffiESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

In terms of Standing Order 21 the Governor's recommenda
tion, signified by the Minister, was laid over. 

Thereafter, on a motion by the Minister of Finance, the 
Bill was read a second time. 

Assembly was then resolved int'J 
the Bill clause by clause. 

Committee t-:> cons id er 

In IJ omm.1 t tee : 

Clauses 1 to 5 were rassed as printed. 

Clause 6 - Mr. Burnham m'Jved the following amendment:

(1) Insertion of the w:>rds "published in
the Gazette" after the word

11 'Jrder" in the last line• 
,

(ii) Substitution of the word 11 by'' for
the word II of II in the last 
line. 

After discussi'Jn, the amendment was put and 
negatived. 

Clause 6 was then passed as printed. 

Clauses 7 to 9 were passed as printed. 

Schedule was passed as printed. 

Assembly resumed. 

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Bill was 
read the third time and passed as printed. 

Item 1 - GEORGETOWN TOtJN COUNCIL (AMENll1ENT NO. 2) BILL , 
1961 - t.A. fflT No. 6/1961. 

On a motion by the Minister of Home Affairs, the BILL 
int ituled AN ORDINANCE TO .AMEND THE GEORGETOWN TOWN COUNCIL 
ORDINANCE was read� second time and was thereafter taken 
through its remaining stages and passed with the following 
amendment in Committee:-

Clause 1 - Short Title - Deleted: 11No. 2 11

Substituted: 111962 11 for 
11 196111 • 
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5. 

MOTIONS 

Item 5 - MOTION TO C ONFIRM CUSTOMS ORDER NO. 1 OF 1962.

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Assembly 
adopted the following Resolution:-

RESOLVED, That the Legislature in terms of 
section 9 of the Customs Ordinance, Chapter 309, 
confirms Order No. 1 which was made on the 3rd 
day:of J·anuary, 1962 and published in the Gazette 
on the 13th of January, 1962. 

Item 6 - MOTION RE COMPENSATION AWARDS TO MR. D.M. HEDGES, 
c.B.E7" AND MR. AY.LAUSTIN, Q.c.

On a motion by the Minister of Finance,the Assembly 
adopted the following Resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the Minister of Finance be 
authorised to make an advance payment of Forty 
thousand dollars towards the compensation awards 
to Mr. D.M. Hedges, C.B.E. and Mr. A.M.I. Austin, 
Q.c., consequent on the abolition of the offices
which they held in the Public Service :m the
enactment of the British Guiana Constitutional
Instruments, 1961.

In terms of Standing Order 21, the Governor's recommenda
tion, signified by the Minister, was laid over. 

Item 7 - MOTION ATJ'.I'HOHISING rrI-IE MINISTER OF FINANCE TO BORROW 
FROM THE 'BANKS TO M1_1,Er CURRENT REQuiREMEatts • 

On a r:I')tl-;1-: by the l1HnistPr C'.f' Finance, the 1;ssembly 
ad�ptsd t�e x�il�wing RoJ�l�tiJn: 

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Assembly, in 
terms of section 16 of the Financial Administra
tion and Audit Ordinance, 1961. (No. 39), authorises 
the Minister of Finance t'J borrow an am'Junt not 
exceeding Five million follars by means af advances 
from the Banks to meet current requirements. 

In terms of Standing Order 21; the G'Jvernor's recommenda
ti'Jn, signified by the Minister, was laid over, 

Item 8 - MR. JOAQUIM 1 S MOTION CONCERNING .AMENDMENT TO THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE. 

Mr. Joaquim moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this Legisl ative Assembly rec'Jmmends 
to Gavernment th at subsection 4(b) of secti'Jn 
117 of the L'Jcal Go vernment Ordinance, Chapter 
150, be amended so as to p r')vide for the 
removal of the five per cent. per annum levy 
on arrears of rates in villages. 

Mr. Wharton sec')nded the moti'Jn but reserved his right 
to speak at a later stage. 

Mr. Rai spoke to the motion. 

At this stage further discussi'Jn was deferred. 
/.. 



SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 4.00 p.m. the Sitting was suspended f'.:lr tea. 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 4.40 p.m. the Sitting was resumed. 

LOYAL ADDRESS TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE_QUKE OF EDINBURGH 

His H')n'.:lur the Speaker m')ved that the f·J ll'Jwi ng be the 
L'Jyal Address t'.:l be presented t'J His R')yal Highness, The 
Duke '.:lf Edinburgh, 'Jn the '.:lccasi'Jn '.:lf his visit t'.:l the 
Legislature: 

11 T'.:l: His R'Jyal Highness, The Prine e Philip, 
Duke ')f Edinburgh, K.G., P.c., K.T., G.M.B.E., F.R.s.

May It Please Y')ur R'.:lyal Highness: 

On behalf 'Jf the Legislature and the pe '.:lple '.:lf British 
Guiana, it is my privilege and h'Jn'Jur t'.:l welc'Jme Y'Jur R'.:>yal 
Highness rn'.:lst warmly and affecti'.:lnately in '.:>Ur midst, and 
t'.:l express 'JUr great happiness at Y'.:lur R'Jyal Highness's 
visit to us at this time. 

The pe'Jple 'Jf 'Jur C'JUntry have always maintained a 
warm and dev'.:lted attachment t'.:l the Thr')ne, and in particular 
we cherish an enduring l'.:>yalty t'.:l Her Graci')US Majesty the 

_ Q,u�e.n. Y)UI?..R�_yal. Highness's acceptance '.:lf 'Jur invitati'.:ln 
t'J visit us bef'.:lre beginning y'Jur t'Jur 'Jf '.:>ther S'.:>uth 
American c'J�ntries is yet an'Jth er mahifestati'.:>n �f the 
str'Jng·and abiding interest which The R'Jyal Family have 
s Q.'J-W.n

,' 
a,r10. we .. �-�_9_gll w 1th pride the vis its I:il id this 

c'Juntry within recent years by Her R'Jyal Highness The 
Princess Margaret, Her R'Jyal Highness '11 he Princess R::>yal 
and Her R'Jyal Highness The Princess Alice, C'.:>untess Jf 
Athl'Jne. 

� . . . . 

We W'.)uld have wished, and indeed it W'.:luld have given 
us C'.)nsiderable j'Jy and happiness, if it had been p'.)ssible 
f�r Her Majesty t'J c'Jme 'Jn this R'.)yal Visit; but we are 
n::>t dismayed f'Jr, with the shrinking 'Jf distances by the 
devel'Jpment of speedier means '.:lf travel, we l'.:l'Jk f::>rward 

. t'J the pleasure and h'Jn'Jur 'Jf welc'.:lming Her Majesty in 
· this English-speaking S'.:>uth American c'Juntry in the n'.:lt
to::> distant future.

We are pleased t'.:l· welcome Y'Jur R'Jyal Highness S'J 
sh'Jrtly after y'Jur visit to Africa in C'.:lnnecti'.m w ith the 
Inder�ndence celebrati::>ns in Tanganyika. We trust:that 
by Her Majesty"' s Graci'.)US Command it may _be p'.:lssible f'Jr 
british Guiana t'.) be similarly h�n?ured whe� we t'J::>
celebrate ·'Jur own Independence. 

· · 

The Guianese pe'Jple respect the fine traditi'.:lns ')f 
many Br it isl1 Ins ti tuti ::>ns and admire the fine qualities 
'.)f the British pe'Jple �hich have been handed d'.:>wh iri the 
course· �f many struggles to·'.:lbtain and maintain their 
freed'.)ms. We cherish these same freed'Jms and are s1milar
ly determined t·::, pr'.)tect arrl preserve them. 

We are c'Jnscious ?f the exacting nature of the duties 
'Jf the bur which lie ahead, and w ould sincere-ly wtsh that 
health and strength 1�emain with ytju in abundant measure,_ 
n'Jt only f'.:lr y'.:lur·immediate tasks, but through'Jut y'Jur 
life, which we trust will be l'.:lng, fruitful and happy. 
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And finally Y'Jur R'Jyal Highness, we express the h'Jpe 
that, sh'Jrt th'Jugh y'Jur stay with us perf'Jrce will be, y'Ju 
will enj'Jy every m'Jment 'Jf it, and carry back t'J Her Majesty 
The Queen g'J'Jd tidings 'Jf 'Jur c'Juntry and 'Jur pe'Jple. We 
are c'Jnfident that y'Jur Visit will strengthen the ties 'Jf 
friendship between 'Jur pe'Jples.u 

Questi'Jn put and agreed t:::>. 

Item 8 - MR. JO.I\QUIM' S Mar ION CONCERNMM AMENDMENT TO THE 
-- LOCAL GOVERNMENr ORDINANCE.-

Assembly resumed C'Jnsiderati'Jn 'Jf the f�ll'Jwing m'Jti'Jn: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this Legislative Assembly rec'Jrrlillends 
t'J G'Jvernment that subsecti'Jn 4(b) 'Jf secti'Jn 117 
'Jf the L'Jcal G'Jvernment Ordinance, Chapter 150, 
be amended S'J as t'J pr:::,vide f:::,r the rem'Jval 'Jf 
the five per cent. per annum levy :::>n arrears 'Jf 
rates in villages. 

After discussi'Jn, the m:::>ti'Jn was put and negatived 'JO 
the f'Jll:::>wing divisi'Jn: 

FOR 

Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Campbell 
M..r • Whart'Jn 
Mr. Merriman 
Vlr. Jordan 
Mr. J:::,aquim 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Biss ember 
Mr, C-::ir-re:la

Mt>� Carter 

M:e. I�e11·ir,.:;�1

Mr. Burnham 
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Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

MP• 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, 

lvlt· � 
. i'1i 1'' 

. --- � -

Dr. 

Dr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

AGAINS'l1

Shak'J'Jr 
Lall 
Jagan 
Hamid 
D'Jwner 
Caldeira 
R:::,berts 'Jn 
Saffee 
Mann 
B·Jwman 
;�J � 1"3 :,n 

Ramsah-:,ye 
Jac'Jb 
Chandisingh 
Rai 
Ramkarran 
Benn 

17 

Item 9 - MR. SAFFEE 1 S MOTION CONCERNING A FLAG, COAT OF ARMS, 
NATIONAL ANJ'HEM, ETC. 

I 
FOR AN INDEPENDENT BRlTISH 

GUIANA. 

The relevant Standing Order was suspended t'J enable Mr. 
Saffee t 'J m'Jve and Mr. Hamid t'J sec'.)nd the f'Jll:::>wing m'.)ti'Jn 
which was put and carried: 

RESO LVED, That this Legi slative Assembly 
aut h:::>r is es the appointment :::,f a special 
Select C'.)mmittee -:,f this Assembly charged 
with the resp-:,nsibility f'.)r -

(a) Designing a nati'.)nal flag and a
c'Jat '.)f arms; 

(b) c)mp'Jsing a nati'Jnal anthem; and

(c) rec'.)mmending an appr-:,priate name f'.)r
a p'.)litically free and independent 
Brit is h Guiana. 
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C 8. 

SPEC IAL SEIECT COMM ITTEE TO CONSIDER THE WRITI NG OF A 
CONSTITUTION FOR AN INDEPENDENT GUIANA. 

The Minister :::>f Natural Res:::>urces, The H:::>n:::>urable B.H. 
Benn, stated that the G:::>vernrnent ha,d given n:::>tice :::>f a m:::>ti:::>n 
re c:::>rnrnending the app:::>intIIDnt :::>fa 8ele ct C:::>rnrnittee t:::> c:::>nsider 
the writing of a C:::>nstituti:::>n f:::>r an Independent Gui ana. 

The Minister added that c:::>pies :::>f the m:::>ti:::>n w::,uld be 
circulated to Members the f:::>11:::>wing day f:::>r c:::>nsiderati:::>n 
:::>n Friday, 9th February. 

ADJO URNMENT 

At 5.28 p.m., :::>n a m:::>ti:::>n by Mr. Benn, the Assembly 
was adj:::>urned t:::> 2.00 p.m. :::>n Friday, 9th February, 1962. 

PUBLIC BUIID INGS, 
Ge:::>rget:::>wn. 

9th February, 1962. 
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