
BRITISH GUI��A 
FIRST IEGISLA.TIVE ASSEMBLY 

FffiST SESSION 

1961 - 1962 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 4-3rd Sit ting of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Colon y of British 
Guiana unc1'3r the British Guiana (Cons ti tut ion) 
Order in Council, 1961, held in the Chamber of 
tbe Leg·is lature at the Public Buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerura, 

AT 2,00 P.M. 
on 

THURSDAY, �9TH JULY, 1962. 
PH3SENT: 

Hie Honour the Speaker, Mr. R.B. Gajraj. 

(a) M_e�bf!._�S of tbe Government
I>po-rle ,,... P·•"''"7"1'"'8'-'l'·vn Party ;__j'_��:_':..t;i- V O. \J • 

Dr. the Honov_i::able C .B. J agan, 
Premier and Minister of Development and Planning. 

Tbe Honourable B.H. Benn, 
Minister of Natural Resources. 

The Honou�able Rem Karran,
Minister of Works and Hydraulics. 

'.[he Hrmourable R. Chandisingh, 
J\'Iinister of Labour, Heal th and Rousing. 

Dr .• the Honourable Charles Jacob, Jr., 
M.:1.nister of Finance. 

Dr. the Honourable F.H.W. Ramsahoye, 
Attorney-G0neral. 

The Hcn,::iurable E.M .. G. Wilson, 
Minister of Communications. 

(ii) Parlio...mentary Secretaries 

Hb::·. G. Bowman, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Natural ResoUt'ces. 

Mr. L.E .M. Mann, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Finance. 

Mr. S .M. Saffee, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics. 

(iii) Other Members 
Tub: .. G � L.  Robertson 
M-r • lVl. Bhagwan 
Mr. J.B. Caldeira 
Mr. � V. Downer 
Mr. 1'il. Hamid 
W..r. D .c. Jagan 
Mr • H. La.J.l 
Mr. 1\1. Shakoor 

(b)�Members Constituting tm Minority

(i) People's National C?ngress
Mr. L.F.S. Burnham, Q.C.
Mr• W. 0 .R. Kendall, Dep uty Speaker.
Mr. J. Carter
Mr. E.F. Correia
Ntr. N.J. Bissember
Mr. W .A. Blair
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Mr. R.s.s. Hugh 
Mr. J.G. Joaquim 
Mr. R.J. Jordan 
Mr. C.A. Merriman 
Mr. H,M.S. Wharton 

(ii) United Force

Mr. P. d 1 Aguia r
Mr. R.E. Cheeks
Mr. E.E. Melville

Mr. B.S. Rai

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I .  Crum Ewing. 
Assistant Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. F.A. Narain (Ag.) 

Absent: 

Mr. s. Campbell - on leave. 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read prayers. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Leave 

His Honour the Speaker announced that Mr. S. Campbell had 
been granted leave from the 19th to the 27th of July, 1962. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS, ETC. 

By the Minister of Natural Resources: 

Report of Directors and Statement of Accounts of the 
British Guiana Rice Development Company', Limited, 
for the year ended 31st August, 1961. 

(Circulated). 

QUESTIONS TO MINIS TERS 

Question No. 22 

Mr. Burnham asked the Minister of Communications the 
following question: 

QUESTION: When is it proposec to appoint a Traffic Manager, 
Transport and Harbours Department? 

The Minister of Communications gave the following reply: 

ANSWER: The filling of ·this post is under active considera
tion and it is e·xpe cted that an appointment will be 
made in the near future. 

Supplementary Questions were asked by Mr. Burnham. 

guestion No. 23 

Mr. Burnham asked the Minister of Natural Resources.the 
following question: 

QUESTION: How long ,has there been a vacancy in the Head
mistress-ship of Bishops' High School and when 
will tbat vacancy be filled? 

. . I 



The Minister of Natural Resources gave tbe following reply: 

ANSWER: The post of Headmistress of Bishops' High School 
became vacant on tbe 30th June, 1962 on the 
expiration of the pre-retirement leave of Miss 
M.C. Harris. The post is now under offer to a
Guianese candidate and it is hoped to fill it very
shortly�

Sttpplementary Questions were asked by Mr. Burnham. 

_Q'ci.sstion No ., ___ s,tl-, 
Mru Chsek8 asked the Minister of Works and Hydraulics the 

following question: 
_QUESTIOU: Will the Honourable Minister of Works and Hydraulics 

state how many persons were employed on the 
construction of the Parika-Makouria road during 
the month of June, 1962? How many Guianese were 
employed in positions higher than labourer? What 
were the categories and what were the numbers in 
each category? 

The Minister of Works and Hydraulics 
reply: 

gave the following 

ANSWER: The number of persons employed in the construction 
of the Parika-Makouria Road as at 30th June, 1962, 
was 121. The number of Guianese employed in positions 
higher than that of labourer was 31. The categories,: 
showing tbe r.umber of pe:ttaone employed in each Clase 
were as- f ollowa: 

2.§:tegory 
Carpenter - Class II 
Electrician - Class I 

Class II

Mechanic - Class I

Class II

Welder - Class I 
Steelworker and Fixer -

Class II 
Dragline Operator 
�ractor Operator 
Grader Opera tor 
Motorscraper Operator 
Loader Operator 
Light Vehicles Driver 
Heavy Vehicles Driver 
Motor Boat Driver 
Greaser 
Watchman 
Checker 
Clerk of Works 
Dispenser 
Foreman 

Humber 

8 
l 
2 
l 

l 

3 

l 
l 
2 
2 

4 
l 
2 
1 
1 

31 

A Supplementary Question was asked by Mr. Cheeks • 

• • / PUBLIC BUSINESS
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PUBLIC BUSINESS 
BILL - Committee and Third Re2ding. 
Item 1 - NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT SAVING S IEVY BILL

' 
1962 -

Bill No. 16/1962 _L.A.) 

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, Assembly resolved 
itself into a Com�ittee to resume consideration of the BILL 
inti tuled AN ORDINA NCE TO MAKE PROVI SION FOR THE LEVY OF 
C <lviPULSORY SAVINGS TO BE UTILISED FOR WORKS OF DEVELOPMENT 
IN BRITISH GUIANA, AND FOR TEE IS SUE OF BOND S THEREFOR, THE 
PAYMENT OF INTEREST THEREON AND OF PRIZES WITH RESPECT THERETO 
4,ND FOR THE REDEMPTION THEREOF, clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clau se 8 - ( a) The At�orney-Gener al withdrew his 
amendment moved at the previous meeting. 

(b) Mr. Burnham's amendment moved at the
previous meeting was put and negatived
on the following division:

FOR AGAINST 
-

:Mr. Rai Mr. Shakoor 
Mr. Melville Mr. Lall 
Mr. Cheeks Mr. Jagan 
Mr. d 'Aguia r Mr. Hamid 
Mr. Wharton Mr. Downer 
Mr. Jordan Mr. Caldeira  
Mr. Joaquim Mr. Bhagwan 
Mr. Hugh Mr. Robertson 
Mr. Blair Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Bissember Mr. Mann 
Mr. Correia Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Carter l'!1r • Wilson 
Mr. Kendall Dr. Ramsahoye 
Mr. Burnham Dr. Jacob 

Mr. Chandisingh 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

..l.L 18 

(c) Mr. d'Aguiar's amendment moved at the
previous meeting w as put and negatived
on tbe following division:

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
rv.rr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

FOR AGAINST 
Rai 
Melville 
Cheeks 
d'Aguiar 
Wharton 
Merriman 
Jordan 
Joaquim 
Hugh 
Blair 
Bissember 
Correia 
Carter 
Kendall 
Burnham 

15 

Mr. Shakoor 
Mr. Lal 1 
Mr. Jagan 
Mr. Hamid 
Mr. Downer 
Mr. Caldeir a 
Mr. Bbagwan 
Mr. Robertson 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Mann 
Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Wilson 
Dr • · Rams ah oye 
Dr. Jacob 
l\lfr. Chandisingh 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

18 
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(d) The following amendments moved by the
Minister of Finance at the previous meeting
were then put and carrie d:

(i) Substitution of a semi-colon for the
ru11stop at the end of paragraph (b)
of subsection (1).

(ii) Insertion of a new paragraph (c) to
subsection (1) as follow s:
"(c) the income from dividends paid by 

a company out of income which is 
subject to the levy. 11 

e1ause 8 as amended was then put and carried on the followi:p.g 
! di vie ion: 

Mr. 

I'Jf.ir • 

Mr. 
Mr. 
:rvJr. 

Mr. 
Ii1r. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
]'y'fr. 
Mr. 
D�. 

Dr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 

FOR 

Shakoor 
Ls.11. 

J D,f:;cJ.:i.1 
hamid 
Dow ner 
Co.l�1(;,ira 
Bhagwan 
Robertson 
Saffee 
Mann 
Bowman 
Wilson 
Pamsahoye 
Jacob 
Chandisingh 
Ram Ka1-;ran 

Benn'./· 
Jagan 
18 

AGAINST 
Mr. Rai 
JV.II' • Me 1 ville 
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. d 'Aguiar 
Mr. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Joaquim 
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissember 
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr. Burnham 

�� - (a) Mr, Burnham moved the following amendment: 
Substitution of "5%" for "10%" in subsections 
ll)(a)(iJ(°A), (l)(b)(i)(A) and (l)(b)(i)(B). 

(b) The MinhJ1ter of Finance moved the following
amendment:
s,_:-:.bs ti tution of the figures 11 320011 for the

figuees"?OO" in subsection (l)(a)(i)(B) and 
of the figures 11 6400 11 for the figures 11 1400 11 

in subsection (l)(b)(i)(B). 

After discussion, Mr. Burnham withdrew his 
amendment. 

Suspension of Sitting 

At 4.00 p.m. · tbe sitting w as suspended for tea. 

Resumption of Sitting 
At 4.35 p.m. the sitting was resumed. 

Clause 9 
(contd.) 

- Mr. Burnham moved the following amendment:
Substitution of the words "body corporate" for
-tne w ord "coI:1pany" wherever it appeared.

, ,/ After 
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After discussion, Mr. Burnham's amendment 
was put and negatived on the following division: 

FOR 

Mr. Melville 
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. d 'Aguiar 
Wf.r. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Joaquim 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bis sember 
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr. Burnham 

AGAINST 

Mr. Shakoor 
Mr. Lall 
WJ.r • J agan 
:Mr. Hamid 
Mr. Downer 
Mr. Caldeira 
Mr. Bhagwan 
Mr. Robertson 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Mann 
Mr •• Bowman 
Mr. Wilson 
Dr. Rams ahoye 
Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Chandisingh 
Mr. Ram Kar.ran 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

18 

The amendment by the Minister of Finance 
was then put and carried. 

Thereafter, Clause 9 as amended was put and 
carried. 

Clauses 10 and 11 - were passed as printed. 

Clause 12 - After discussion, Clause 12 was put and carried
on the following division:

FOR AGAINST 

Mr. Shakoor Mr. Melville 
Mr. Lall Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Jagan Mr. d' Aguiar 
Mr. Hamid Mr. Wbarton 
:Mr. Downer Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Caldeira Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Bhagwan Mr. Joaquim 
Mr. Robertson Mr. Blair 
Mr. Saffee Mr. Bissember 
Mr. Mann Mr. Correia 
Mr. Bowman Mr. Carter 
Mr. Wilson Mr. Kendall 
Dr. Ramsahoye Mr. Burn ham 
Dr. Jacob 
II/Jr • Chandisingh 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

18 --12-

Clau se 13 - The Min ister of Finance moved tre following 
amendment which was put and carried: 

Substitution of the words "enactment of this 
Ordinance·" for the words "ls t day of July, 1962 ,'l 
in the first and second lines of subsection (1). 

' . 

Clause 13 as amended was then put and carried • 

. . / 
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Clauses 14 and 15 - were IE,ssed as�printed. 

Clause 16 - To enable the Attorney -General to consider a 
point raised by Mr. Burnham, this Clause was 
deferred. 

Clause 17 - The Minister of Finance moved the following 
amend::nent: 

"Repayment 
of amount 
paid in 
year of 
death or 
insolvency 
o:i:' indivi
dual or 
winding-up 
of company. 

Deletion of the clause and the substitution 
therefor of tbe following: 

17(1) Upon the death of any individual or the 
winding-up of any company, the Commissioner shall 
repay as soon as may be practicable to the 
personal re�resentative of such individual or 
the liquidator of such company any amount of the 
levy paid or deemed to have been paid by such 
iLdi vidual or uompru:q d.uring the year in whic:b. 
the death or winding-up respectively occurred. 

(2) Where any individual has been adjudged
insolvent tbe Commissioner shall pay as soon as 
may be practicable to the Official Receiver or 
other assignee of tbe property of the insolvent 
any amount of the levy paid or deemed to have 
been paid by the insolvent during the year in 
which and up to tre tire when he was adjudged 
insolvent." 

After discussion, the amendrent was put and 
carried. 

CJJ.!luses 18 to 24 - were passed as printed. 

Clause 25 - The Minister of Finance moved the following 
amendments: 
Substitution of a colon for the fullstop at the 
ena of subsection (7) and the insertion of the 

following proviso: 

"Provided tba t Ordi na ry Savings Bonds held 
by any individual may be transferred by him to 
any public authority established after the 
enactment of this Ordinance to administer a 
contributory national pension, provident or 
insurance scheme and such bonds shall be accepted 
by such authority at their face value in payment 
of any contribution to the scheme payable by 
the hold er of the bonds." 

Suspension of Sitting 

At 6.32 p�m. the sitting was suspended for dinner. 

Resumption of Sitting 

At 8.10 p.m. the sitting was resumed. 
Clause 25 
1contd) The ame�doonts by the Minister of Finance were then

put and carried. 

Thereafter, Clause 25 as amended was put and carried. 

Clauses 26 and 27 - were passed as printed. 

. ./ 
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Clause 28 - The :Minister of Finance moved the following 
amendments which were put and carried: 

(i) Deletion of subsection (2) and the sub
stitution therefor of the following=--

" ( 2) Savings Bonds shall be redeeire d upon
the death, insolvency, or emigration from 
British Guiana, as the case may be, of the 
holder of any such bonds whenever that event 
occurs before the expiration of six years 
after the date of issue of any such bond: 

Provided that in the case of insolvency 
such bonds shall be redeemable by the Official 
Receiver or other assignee of tre property 
of the insolvent. 11 

(ii) Insertion of the following after subsection (3)!

"(4) Upon the winding-up of any company
Savings Bonds held by such company shali be 
reueemable by the liquidator of the company 
whenever the winding-up occurs before the 
expiration of six years after the date of 
issue of any such bonds." 

(iii) Re-numbering of subsection (4) as subsection (5)c -

Clause 28 as amended was then put and carried. 

Clauses 29 a:nJ. 30 - were passed as printed. 

Clause 31 - The Attorney-General moved the following amend�ent 
which was put and carried: 

Insertion of the words "in calculating the levy 
under" between the words II or" and "this" in 

the last line. 

Clause 31 as amended was then put and carried. 

Clause 32 - was passed as printed. 

Clause 33 - The Minister of Finance moved the following amend
ment which was put and carried: 

Insertion of the words "including regulations 
:for the recovery of payments due prior to the 

enactment of this Ordinance" between the words 
"Ordinance" and "and" in the second line. 

Clause 33 as amended was then put and carried. 

Clause 16 - was then reconsidered. 

The Attorney-General moved the following amendment 
which was put and carried: 

Substitution of a semi-colon for the fullstop at 
the end ofparagraph (b) and the insertion of 

the following as pg.ragraph ( c): 
11 (c) in respect of bonds which cannot be offset

pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (b)
of this section, be repaid by the
redemption thereof."

Clause 16 as amended was then put and carried • 

• • / SCHEDUIE
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SCHEDULE - The Attorney-General moved the following amend
mentwhl.ch was put and carried: 
Substitution of the figures "45(2), (3) 11 for the 
figures tt45 n in the first co1.umn. 

The Schedule as amended was then put and carried. 

Assembly resumed. 
, 

Third Reading 

On a motion by the Minister of Finance the Bill was read 
the third time and passed as amended in Committee, on the 
following division: 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
1'11r. 
Mr. 

'Mr. 
Dr·. 

ADJOURNMENT 

FOR 

Shakoor 
LaJ.J. 

Jagan 
Hamid 

Downer 
Caldeira 
Bhagwan 
Robertson 
Sa ffee 
Mann 
Bowman 
Wilson 
Ramsahoye 
Jacob 
Chandisingh 
Ram Karr·an 
Benn 
Jagan 
18 

AGAINST 

Mr. Melville 
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. d 'Aguiar 
Mr. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Joaquim 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissember 
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mr. Kendall 

12 

At 10.00 p.m. the Assembly was adjourne.d to 2,00 p.m. on 
Friday, the 20th of July, 1962. 

PUBLIC �UILDINGS, 

Georgetown. 
20th July, 1962. 
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