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I ( BRITISH GUIANA 

FIRST IEGISLATIVE ASSa1.BilY 

SECOND SESSION 

MJNUT�S of the Proceedings of the 38th Si tt
3 

of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Coloey of British G�i � under the.British 
Guiana (Constitution) Order in Counci , 1961, held in the 
Chamber of the Legislature at the Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 1 ,30 P.M. 
on 

TUESDAY, 21.ST MAY, 1 63. 

PRESWT1 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. R.B. Ga.jrj3,j• 

(&) lt3mbers of the Government 

People's Progressive Part� 

( i) Ministers

Dr. the Honourable C.B. Ja.gan,.
Premier and Minister of Develop;ient-and Plamiing. 

The Honourable B.H. Beru;i, 
Minister of Agriculture, Forests ad lands. 

The Honourable Ram Karran, 
Minister of �rks and Hydraulics. 

The Honourable R. Chandis�h, 
Minister of Labour, Health a.nd Ho ing. 

Dr. the Honourable Charles Jacob, Jr., 
Minister of Finance. 

Dr. the Honourable F.H.W 41 Ramsahoye, 
Attorney--Oeneral. 

The Honourable E • .M.G. Wilson• 
Minister of Communications.-

(ii) Parliamentary Secretaries

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

G. Bowman, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 
L.E,M. Mann, Parliamentary SecretatY to the
14inistry of Education and Social Developnent.
S,M, Saffee, Parliamentary Secreta.zy to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forests aild Lands.

(iii) other �mbers

Mr• M. Bha.gwa.n
Mr, J.B. Caldeira
Mr. V. Downer
Mr • M. Hamid
Mt'. D. C. Jagan
Mr. H. La.11
Mr. M. Shakoor



(b') Members Constituting the Minority 

(i) Peoplets National Congress

Mr. L.F.s. Burnham, Q. c.
Mr. 1.0.R. Kendall, Deputy Speaker.
Mr. J. Carter, Q.C.
Mr. E.F. Correia
Mr. N.J. Bissember
Mr• W .A. Blair
Mr. R.s.s. Hugh
Mr. J.G, Joaquin
Mr. R.J. Jordan
Mr• C. A• Merriman
Mr. H.M.S. Wharton

(ii) United Force

Mr. P.s. d'Agu.iar
Mr. S. C�pbell
Mr• R.E. Cheeks
Mr. E.E. Melville

(iii) Independent

Mr. B.S. Rai

Clerk of the Legislature" Mr. E.V. Viapree (Ag.) 
Senior Clerk - .Mr. B.M. Viapree. I 

Absent, 

Mr. G.L. Robertson 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read prayers, 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTION 

Item 1 .. MOTION RE CONTINUATION OF STATE OF El\ERGENCY. 

The Assembly resumed the debate on the follo�ing motion, 

WHEREAS on the 8th day of M3.y, 1963, Joclamation No. 2 of 1963 
was made by the Governor declaring a public emergency for the purposes 
of article 14 of the Constitution of  Britis Guiana., 

AND WHEREA.S the said Proclamation was 1 id before both Chambers 
of the Legislature in pursuance of the provi6ions of sub-paragraph (a) 
of paragraph (3) of trn said article, 

AND WHEREAS the said Proclamation shall be of effect for fourteen 
days beginning on the 8th day of M:l.y, 1963, � terms of paragraph (b) 
of the said article unless the Legislature resolves that it shall be of 
effec't for a further period not exceeding three months from the date on 
which it would otherwise expire• 

BE IT R.8SOLVED, 

That Proclamation No. 2 of 1963 ma�e on the 8th � of 
May, 1963, do continue in force until the 15th day of August, 
1963, unless sooner revoked. 

Mr. Campbell resumed his speech to the motion. At 145 p.m. Mr. Campbe 11 
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was speaking to the raotion when Mr. Burnham moved and Mr. Kendall seconded

that he be granted an extension of 15 minutes in terms of Standing Order 

32(10)(b). The Assembly divided and voted Js followsa-

Mr. Melvilie 
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Camp�ell 
Mr. Wha.r-tOI]. 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Jordan, 
Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Bla:i,r 
Mr. Bissember 
Mr. Correia 
Mr , Ke 1.da.l l 
Mr, Burnham 

a.iio1a noaatived.

AG4INST 

I�. Shakoor 
Mr. Lall 
Mr. Jagab 
Mr.- Hamid 
Mr.# Downer 
Mr, Caldaira 
Mt • -:Shagwan 
Mr, Saffee 
Mr,· M3.nn 
Mr. Bowman 
Mr, Wilson 
Dr·• Ramsahoye 
Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Chandising 
Mr. Ram Karran j 
Mr, Benn 

16 

At 3,00 p.m. Mr. Hugh was ipeaking to t.he motion when .Mr. Correia moved 
and W• Bisaember second8d that he be granted. an extension of 15 minutes. 
The Assembly divided and votQd as follows,-

ll?.!!. AGAINST 

Ml'. Rai. Ml'. Shakoor 
Mr. Melvill,e Mr. Lall 
Mr. Cheeks Mr. Jagan 
Mr. Campbell Mr, Hamid 
Mr, d 1.ligu.iar Mr. Downer 
Mr. Wharton Mr. Caldeira 
Ml!'. Jordan Mr. Bhagwan 
Mr. Joaquin Mr� Saffee 
Mr. Hugh Mr. Mann 
Mr. Blair Mr, Bowman 
Mr. Bissember Mr. Wilson 
Mr. Correia Dr. Jacob 

,-Mr. Kendall Mr. CJ:iandising 
Mr.ii Burnham Mr. Ram Karran 

Mr .• Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

...11.. 1.6 

¥�tion neKativod,

At 3.40 p.ti, Mr. Cheeks was speaking to he motion when Mr, Jordan
moved and Mr. Joaquin seconded that he be grahted an extension of 15 

I minutes. The 1-1.ssembly divided and voted as follows:-

E.Qli. AGAINST 

Mr. Rai Mr. Shakoor 
Mr. Melville Mr. Lall 

Mr, Cheeks Mr. Jaga.n 
Mr. Campbell :Mr. Hamid 
Mr. di.Aguiar Mr. Downer 
:Mr. Wharton Mr. Caldeira 
Mr • Jordan Mr. Bha.gwan 

c:-ried Forward ..L.. 1 
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') 
Brought 
forward: 1 

Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissember
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mre Kendall 
Mr. Burnham 

.1(otion nega t.ived• 

Suspension of Sitting 

. l 
AGAINST 

1 

Mr. ;ffee 
Mr. �nn 
Mr. Bowman 

I • 

Mr, filson 
Dr, tamsahoye 
Dr. rracob 
Mr, pha.ndisingh 
Mr• Ram Karran 
Mr. Bann 
Dr. agan

At 4.00 p.m. Mr, Jordan was speaking to t 
was suspended for tea. 

motion when the sitting 

Resumption of .Sitting 

At 4.50 p.m, the sitting was resumed. Mr, Jordan �on�d his speech,

· At 5.05 p.m. Mr. Joaquin moved and Mr. Hugh seconded tha. t he be granted
an extension of 15 minutes. The Assembly div'ded and voted as follows a• 

Mr. lVIelvi.lle 
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Campbell 
Mr. dtA.guiar 
Mr. 'Wharton 
Mr.· Merr:iI:J.an 
Mr. -Jordan 
Mr• Joaquin 
� Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. · Bissember
Mr. Correia 
Mr.· 9arte_r 
Mr, Kendall 
Mr. Bur� 

Mo�ion nagativeg� 

Mr. Shakoor 
Mr, Lall 
Mr. Jagan 
Mr. id 
Mr, Downer 
*• Caldeira. 
Mr. Bha.gwa.n 
Mr. jsa.ffee 
Mr. Mann 
Mr� lBowma.n 
Mr, iWilson 
Dr. a.msahoye 
Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Chandis ingh
Mr. am Karran. 
Mr. erui' 
Dr. 

,
Jag.an

At 5.40 p.m. Mr'. Bissember was speaking o the motion when Mr. Joaquin 
r.ioved and Mr. Cheeks seconded that he be gran ad an extension of 15 minutes, 
The Assembly divided and voted as follows: 

I
FOR AGAINST 

Mr. Melville Mr, Shakoor 
1\11:'. Cheeks Mr. Lall 
Mr. Campbell Mr, Jagan 
]I.CC .. d•�iar Mr, Ha.mid 
wa-. Wharton Mr, Downer 
:mr. Merriman Mr. Caldeira 
Mr. Jordan Mr. Bha.gwan 

Carried Forwa.r�j__ 
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Brought 
forwards 7

Mr• Joaquin
Mr. Hugh 
:Mr. Bla�r 
Mr. Bissember
Mr. Corrilia 
Mr-. Carter 
Mr. Kendall
Mr. Burnham

1»-•io,n negatived. 

5. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr.
Mr.
Dr. 
Dr. 
111r.

Mr.
Mr. 
Dr. 

AIGAINST 

7 

ffee 
Ma.zm

Bowman
Wilson 
Raosahoye
Jacob 
ymndisingh
Ran Karran 
Benn 
aga.n

1. 

A� 6.20 p.m, 111r. Correia was speaking to he motion when Mr, M3rriman moved
and Mr. Blair seconded that be be granted an e tension of 15 minutes. The 
Assembly d ivided and votild as follows,-

Mr. Melville
Mr. Cheekli 
Mr. Campbell
Mr • d I Aguiar
ML·. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman
Mr. Jordan 
Mr, Joaquin
Mr. Hugh 
Mr• Blair 
Mr. Bissemb13r
Mr, Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mr•· Burnh9.m

?.lotion negatived.. 

AGfIN&r 

Mr. Shakoor
Mr.- 001 
Mr. �agan 
Mr. lil3.mid 
Mr._ Downilr 
Mr� �ldeira
Mr. �r:gwan
Mr, Saffee 
Mr·• �nn 
Mr, B?.wr:ian
Mr, Wilson 
Dr •. Rf1sahoye
Dr. Jacob 
Mr, Chandisingh 

I Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr, Benn 
Dr. J

i
ga.n · 

...1L 

-

At 6.30 p,m. rr. Wharton was speaking to t
adjourned to s.oo p.i:i'. 

motion when the sitting was 

Resumption of S.itting 

At 8.25 P•m• the sitting was resumed; 

At e.50 P•m• Mr. Wharton was 
and Mr. Merriman seconded trat he 
The Assembly divided and voted as 

speaking to thb motion when Mr, Jordan moved
be granted an �.xt6nsian of 15 minutes. 
£0llows :-



Mre �lville 
Mr. Cheeks 
.Mr. Campbell 
Mr. d • Aguiar 
Mt'. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Jordan, 
Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissenber 
a-. Correia
Kr. Carter 
Mr. !end&ll 
Mr. Burnham 

M::>tion negatived. 

6. 

AGAINST 

ML)• Shakoor 
�

�

• Lall 
• Jagan
• Hamid

Ml'i• Downer 
Krj• Caldeira
M:ci

1
• Bhagwan 

Mr. Saffee 
Mr

1
• Mann

Mr. Bowman 
�f

. 
Wilson 

•• B&msahoye
Dr. Jacob 
v,:. Clwldiaingh 
Ja-�Rac�n 
Kl'. Benn 
Dr. J"agan 

At a.55 p.m. Mr. Burnham in terms of Standi� Order 9(2) move� that the busine�s
under discussion be interrupted but His Hono-µr the Speaker ruled that there was no 
other business on fue Order Paper_ and therefore t debate on the motion should be 
continued.· 

At 9.25 p.m. Mr. Joaquin was speaking to the motion when Mr. d 1Aguiar mo.ved.: and.
Mr. Jordan seconded that he be granted an extensi n of 15 minutes. The Assembly 
divided and voted as follows·,-

AGAINST 

Mr. Rai Mr'. Shakoor 
Mr .. Melville Mr Lall 
Mr. Cheeks Mr Jagan 
Mr'. Campbell Mr. Hamid 
Mr. di.Aguiar Mr.I Downer
Mr. Wharton Mr. Caldeira 
Mr. Merr:irna.n Mr. Bhagwan 
Mr. Jordan Mr. Saffee 
Mr'. Joaquin Mr. lvla.nn 
Mr. Hugh Mr. Bowman 
Mr'. Bla:i:r Mr. Wilson 
Mr. Bissember Dr. Rarasahoye 
Mr. Correin Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Carter .. Mr. Chandisingh 
Mr. Kendall Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr,. Burnham' Mr. Benn 

Dr. Jaga:n, 

16 1 

Motion negatived. 

( 1) Closure of Lebate

' ·' 

at this stage, the Honourable Minister of l¾Fl.Culture, Forests and I.ands moved in
terms of Standing Order 38 "Tba t the question be now put" but His Honour the S:peaker 
disallowed the motion on •the ground that, during tie �ea interval, it was agreed by the 
Parties that the debate should co ntinue until midn:j.ght, if necessary, a.nd also that a 
few other Members of the Oppasition bad expressed heir desire to speak to the motion 
for which there was still time av�ilable. 

At 9.35 p.m. Mr. Blair began bi,a.•epoeoh· to th ootion. 

Motion Re Continuation of Sitting 
At 9.55 p.m. the Honourable Minister of Agric lture, Forests and Lands moved the 

suspension of the Standing Orders in order to move \a motion for the continuation of the 
sitting after 10 o'clock in terms of Standing OrdeD 9(1). The Assembly divided and 



7. 
voted as follows a• 

FOR AGAINST ' 

Mr. S�oor Mr. Rai

Mr. I.all Mr. Melville 
Mr. Jagan Mr. Cheeks 
NL!'.'• Hamid Mr· Campbell-
Mr. Downer Mr. d'Aguiar 
Mr. Caldeira Mr, Y{ha.rton 
Mr. Bhagwan Mr. Merriman 
Mr, Saffee Mr. iordan 
Mr, Mann Mr. Joaquin 
M;r. Bowman Mr, Hugh, 
Mr'. Wilson Mr. Blair 
Dr. Ramsahoye Mr, Bissember 
Dr, Jacob Mr .• Correia 
Mr. Chandisingh Mr •. Carter 
Mr. Ram Karran Mr. Kendall. 
Mr.'. Benn Mr. Burnham 
�- Jagan 

.J1._ 15 

Motion aarrie.d. 

Thereafter, the Honourable Minister of .1:�§f\iculture, Forests and Lands moved
that the sitting do continue until midnight 1.lil ess the debate on the motion then 
before the Assembly was sooner concluded. The ssembly divided a:i.d voted as 
follows a• 

EQ1t J\.a:\INST 

Mr, Ra.i Mr'. M.3lville 
Mr', Shakoor Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Lall Mr. Campbell 
Mr, Jagan Mr. d 1Aguiar 
Mr. Hamid Mr, Wharton 
Mr. Downsr Mr,. Merriman 
Mr. Caldeira Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Bhagwan Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Saffee Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Mann Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bowman Mr, Bissember 
Mr. Wilson. Mr, Correia 
Dr, Ramsahoye Mr. Carter 
Dr. Jacob Mr, Kendall 
Mr. Chand:j.s ingh Mt. Burnham 
Mr• Ram Karran 
Mr, Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

18 .J..L --

Mo'kion carried,_

At 1.0.05 p.m, Jl/lr. Blair resumed his speech and at 10.10 p,m, :Mr. Carter 
moved and Mr', Wharton seconded that he be grantBd an extension of 15 minutes. 
The assembly divided and voted as follows,-

FOR AG.AINST 

Mr. .Melville Mr, Shakoor 
Mr. Cheeks Mr. Lall 
Mr. Campbell Mr. Jagatr 
Mr. d 'Aguiar Mr. .Hamid 
Mr• Wharton Mr, Downer 
Mr, Merr:iman Mr. · Caldeira 
Mr, Jordan Mr. Bhagwan 

Carried 
Forward ..1.... _]_ 



FOR 

Brought
forward 7 

Mt'. Joaquin
Mr. Ifugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissember

. Mi-. Corre ia 
Mr. Carter 
Mt'. KendaLl
JN�-. Burnham

a. 

Mr.
Mr. 
Mt'. 
Mr • 

Dr. 
Dr. 

Mr. 
Mr'. 

Mr.
Dr• 

G.itINST 
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Saffee
M:i.nn 
Bmvman
Wilson 
Ramsahoye
Jacob 
Chandisingh
Ram Karran 
Benn 
Jagan

..1L 

At 10.50 Mr. Burnham was speaking to the motion �hen Mt'. Bissember moved
and Mr. Jordan seconded that he be granted an extension of 15 minutes. The 
Assembly divided and voted as followss-

FOR 

Mr. Rai 
Mr. Melville
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Campbell
Mr. d'Agui-ar
Mr. Wharton 
Mr. Merriman 
M;r. Jordan 
Mr. Joaquin
Mr. Hugh 
Mt'. Blair 
Mr. BissembQr
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Carter 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr. Burnham 

1.6 

.Motion mgatived� 

Closure of Debate 

GA.INST 

Mr, IS!Jakoo�
Mt'. I.all 
Mr., Jagan 
Mr� Hamid 
Mr. Downer 
Mr• Caldeira
Mr. Bhagwan 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. M:i.nn 
Mr. Bowman 
Mr, 'Wilson' 
Dr. Ramsa.hoy,e 
Dr. Jacob, 
Mr. Chand is ingb
Mr. Ra.i_n Karran 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

...1L 

I 
··-�,· 

At 11.25 p.m. Mr, Melville was speaking Jo the motion when the Honourable
Minister of Agriculture, Forests and Lands again moved in terms of Standing 
Order 38 11That the question be now put" but the Speaker disallowed the motion 
in order to give ]tr. Kendall an opportunity o speaking to the original motion, 

At 11.45 p.m. Mr. Kendall moved and iv.tr. Carter sQconded the following
anendment to the motion,-

'.1.'he deletion of the words and figures "the 15th day of .A.ugust,
1963, 11 and the subs .. ti tution therefor of the following words 
and figures "the 22nd clay of M<:zy, 1963 ," in the third line of 
the Resolv� Clause. 

; ) Closure of Debate 

At this stage, the Honourable Minister o 
again moved in 'ie:t"11& of 6,ta.:g.ding Order 8 11 Toot 

riculture Forests and Lands
question be now put"• 



) At 11 .55 p.r.i. the Speaker ruled that Members were entitled to debate the 
motion on the amendment and thereupon Mr. B ham r ose to speak on the a.mend .. 
ment. 

ADJOURN:MfilN"T 

At 12.00 midnight Mr. Burnham was speaki to the motion on the amendment
when on a motion by the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Forests and Lands, 
the sitting was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Fri ay, the 24th of M9.Y, 1963.

PUBLIC BUIWlNGS., 
Georgetown. 

23rd Ms.y, 1963. 

r 
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