
{[TISH GUIANA 

FIRST 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

under the 
British Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council 1961. 

SECOND SES3£0N 

1962 ... 1963 

ORDER PAPER 

4 0TH SIT TI NG 

AT 2.00 P.M 

��-

lESSA�ROM THE GOVERNOR -

11'TOUNCE1IBNTS BY THE SPEAKER-

1ESENTATION OF PETITIONS -

1.ESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REJ?ORTS,ET..Q..:.-

rESTIONS TO MINISTERS -

ATEMEIITS BY MINISTERS ... 

1RSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

,QUEST FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADUOURNMENT OF THE'ASSEMBLY 
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IM1?0RTANCE -

1TiONS RELATING ID THE BUSINESS OR SITTI:tfGS OF THE.'\.ASSEMBLY 
D MOVLD BY A MINISTER -----------

NTRODUCTION OF BILIS -

TIONS 

em 1. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

The Premier and Minister of Development and Planning.to 
move thefollowng motion 

WIIBREAS on the 22nd �ay of May, 1963., Proclamation 
No; 8 of 1963 wasmade by �he Gov�rnor declaring a public 
emergency for the purpose of article 14 of the Constitutim 
of Br itish Guiana .. 

AND VffiEREAS the said Proclamation was laid before 
both chamb.t'rs of the Leg i slatu1re in pursuance of the 

� . . 



BRITISH GUIANA 

FIRST LEGISLATIVE ASS1™BLY 

SECOND SES8 ON

1962 - 1963 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 40th s�tti:ng of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Colony of Britis Guiana under the British 
Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council, 1961, held in the 
Chamber of the Legislature at the Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, Demerara, 

. . I .
AT 2.20 P,M. 

on 
TUESDAY, 28TH Ml'Y, 1963 • 

PRES�: 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. R.B. Gajr�j. 

(a.) M3mbers of the Government 
Peoplets Progressive Par,ty 
( i) Minis tere,

Dr. the Honourable C.B. Jagan, 
Premier and Minister of Development and Planning, 

The Honourable B;H, Benn, ' 
Minister· of Agriculture, Forests and Lands. 

The Honourable Ram I{p.rran, 
Minister of Works and Hydrau ics. 

The Honourable R. Cha.nd.isingh, 
Minister of Labour, Heal th and Housing. 

Dr. the Honourable Charles Jacob, Jr., 
Minister of Fina.nee. 

Dr, the Honourable F. H.W. Ramsahoye, 
Attorney-General. 

The HonourabJ.e E,M.G. Wilson, 
Minister of Comn:nmications. 

(ii) Parliamentary Secretaries
Mr. G. Bowman, Parliamentary Secretary to tre

Ministry of Home Affairs.
Mr. L.E, M. 149.nn, Parliamentary Secretary to the

Ministry of Education and Social Developnant • 
Mr, S.M. S.affee, Parliamentary Secretary t.o the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Lands. 

(iii) Other Membera
Mr. M.. Bhagwan
Mr, J.B. Caldeira
Mr. V •. Downer
Mr. M. Hamid
Mr. D.C. Jagan
Mr, H •. Lall

. , Mr , M. Sbakro:F . 

(b) :M3mbers Constituting the Minority
(i) People's National Congress

Mr. L,F.S. Burnham, Q,,C,
Mr;, W.O,R. Kendall, Dei;iuty Speaker,
Mr, J. Carter, Q.C�
Mr. E. F. O::>rreia
Mr, N.J. Bissem ber
Mr. W.A. Blair
Mr. R.S •. S. Hugh
Mr. J.G. Joaquin
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Mr. R.J • Jordan
Mr. C.A. Merriman
:Mr. H.M. S. Wharto�

(ii) United Force
-

Mr'. P.:::i. d 1 Agu.iar 
.Mr. S. Campbell
Mr. R.E. Cheeks 
.Mr. E.E. Melville 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. E.V. Viap�ee (A�.)
Senior Clerk - Mr. B.M. Via.pre�• 

Absents 
Mr, G.L. Robertson� leave due ,in illness. 
Mr. B.s. Rai. 

The Clerk read prayers. 

PRIVILEGE 

His Honour the Speak.er refe�ed to the Jrevious sitting of the 24th M3.y 
when Mt-. d 1Aguiar rad drawn attention to a b�each of privilege by certain 
Members which rad occurred in tm cl:Jsi� stages of 'the sitting of the 
21st� and bad indicated his intention to move a substantive motion on the 
matter under Standing Order 26.· 

'In re ply to ob jJ3 c ti ons against Mr. d I Agl,l.iar be ing al lowed to raise the 
question, he had ruled that any Member rad 11 the right_ to bring it to the 
attention of the Chair by wey of complaint as soon as posstble after its 
occurrence." 

His Honour the Speaker said h3 considel; d that · the acts, conduct and 
behaviour of the Members concernoo were, to sa;y the least, disgraceful and 
shameful and he ·bad hoped that over the w eek-end, when tempers had cooled, 
the Membsrs themselves would have realized their error and indicated . 
a desire to close the incident by making ·a voluntary apology. As that bad 
not been done, His H:>nour named the hon. tre Premier (Dr. Jagan), the 
hon. Pa.rliamen tary Sacre ta.zy to tre Minis t:cy of Agriculture, Forests and 
Lands (Mr. Saffee), the hon. Member for Berbice mst (Mr. Downer), and the 
hon. Member for Suddie (.Mr. D. Jagan), as the .M:!mbers accused. 

His Honour added that he would rave liJd to have forgotten the incident 
but since the Office of Speaker rad re en dragged into contempt, since insults 
had been hurled at tm Speaker, since obscenity rad been committed, since the 
integrity of the Chair had been impugned and its impartiality questioned, 
since all these had added up to intimidation, h3 could not, in fairness to 
the institution of Parliament and the high Office of Speaker, pennit such an 
unfortunate episode to remain open in the rjcords. 

His Honour also stated that there were man y references in Ersk ine M3.y 1 s 
"Parliamentary Practice" showing the serious

1
ness with which such matters 

were vie,ed by Parliament and called upon the Members concerned to purge 
themselves of the contempt by making an unqti.alified apology. 

The hon. the Premier replied that what His Honour had sa,;i.d did not seem 
fit and proper under the i tern ":Announcements by the Speaker"• 

His Honour the Sreaker replied that he had dore that immediately after 
"Prayers" since it was the first opportunity that should be taken to raise a 
question of breach of privilege, that is, before aey other business was 
transacted; it was not a question as to vtJ.

1 
ther the right part of the 

Agenda was reached, and he cal led upon the hon. the Premier and the otrer 
hon. M:3mbers to inform him of their decision. 
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The hon. the Premier replied trat be did not consider what he had
done to be in contempt of the high Office of the Speaker, that he bad 
tabled a motion on the question of the Speaker and that when it came up
for discussion he would express his views on the Speaker;, until then, 
he did not wish to say anything. In a furt11er .reply to the Speaker, 

the hon. the Premier intimated that he did not consider himself  as 
having committed any breach of privilege which r equired an apology. 

Mr, Saffee and Mr, Downer declined to apologise to the Si:eaker. 

Mr. D. Jagan also declined, but pointed out that the Speaker could
not question the conduct of a Member unde� Standing Order 41 if the act
had taken place outside the Chamber. I 

His Honour the Speaker replied -that m did not agree with Mr. Jagan 1 s
observation and, after refe:cri� to what constituted disorderly conduct 
as indicated at page 199 of 11An Introduction to tm Procedure of the Houae
of Commons" by Lord Campion, declared that the four hon. Members were 
guilty of gross disorderly conduct, and f'lled upon them m withdraw from 
the remainder of the day's sitting. Upon the hon. Members failing so to 
do, His Honour called upon the senior Minister, the hon. Minister of 
Agriculture, Forests and Lands (Mr. Benn), to move a motion for the 
suspension of the Members from the service of the Assembly in terms of
Standing Order 41(3)(a). J 

Mr. Benn replied that he was not aware of any offence� to which 
His Honour referred, awing occurred in the Assembly, and until he had
received further information on tm natter, he could not say anything 
further. 

His Honour the ::ipeake:t than said that as the hon, Minister ha.d 
refused to carry out the orders of the Chair, he would leave it to aJ\Y 
other M:¼mber of the Assembly to move the motion, for wh,ile .it was usual
for a senior Minister to do so, it was not compulsor,y. 

Thereupon, Mr. d 1.aeyiar moved and Mr. Cheeks seconded that the four
Mambers named by the Spaaker be susp;inded from the service o f  the House•

A. division was demanded, but before that was taken, His Honour 
intimated that the Members named for suspension were not allowed to vote.
The DivisiQn was as followsa. 

Mr. Melville
Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. Campbell
Mr. d1Aguia.r
Mr. Wharton 
Mr. MeITiman
Mr. Jcr dan 
Mr. Joaquin
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
.Mr. Bissember
Mr� Correia 
Mr. Carter 
l�-... Ke.nd&'.l. l
Mr, Burnham

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. 

Mr. 

Dr. 
nt.

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

AGAINST 

Shakoor
Lall 
Hamid 
Caldeira
Bhagwan 
Mann 

Bowman
Wilson 
Ramsaho;ye
Jacob 
Cha.ndisingh
Ram Ka.rran
Benn 

15 .J.L 
Mr. n. Jagan challenged the count on the ground that his vote was not

taken by the Clerk , but His Honour ruled that it was not a �int of order 
as an accused person could not be allowed to sit on the jury. 

At this stage, the hon. M inister of Conim.unications (Mr. Wilson), ma.de
certain remarks about 11 collusion and conspiracy" but withdrew them after 
being called upon to do so by the Chair .1



His Honour the Sp:aker then announced that tre motion was 
carried and called upon the fo ur Member� oncerned to vacate their 
seats b ut they refused to dJ so. His lbn ur the n  declared tmt 
"grave disorder" existed in the Assembly and, at 2.50 p.m., in 
terms of Standing OrdeF *• adjourned the ASsembly to a·date to be 
notified. � 

PUBLIC BUILDrnGS, 
Georgetown. 

6th June, 1963. 
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