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Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.07 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER

Ms Bhagmattie Veerasammy
The Speaker informed Members, that following the resignation of Dr. Clive Jagan and his call upon the Representative of the People’s Progressive Party List of Candidates, he had been informed that the name of Ms Bhagmattie Veerasammy was extracted from the list and that Ms. Veerasammy was on the 26th February, 2016, declared to be an elected Member of the National Assembly.











/…6







6.
The Speaker stated that before Ms. Veerasammy could take part in the proceedings of the Assembly, she would have to make and subscribe the oath before the Assembly, as required by article 167 of Constitution.
As Ms Veerasammy was present, the oath was administered to her by the Clerk.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(i) Congratulation to Ms Bhagmattie Veerasammy
The Speaker, on behalf of the Assembly and himself, congratulated Ms Bhagmattie Veerasammy 

on her becoming a Member of the National Assembly.  He welcomed her to the Assembly and 

extended best wishes to her.

(ii)       Return of Hon. Winston Felix, M.P., Minister of Citizenship and Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection to the National Assembly

The Speaker informed Members that at the last Sitting, he had received  information that the Supreme Court had declared that two Members of the National Assembly, namely, Hon. Winston Felix, M.P., Minister of Citizenship and Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection were not lawfully occupying their seats as non-elected Members of the National Assembly.  A Court Order to that effect had not been served on him but the Speaker had satisfied himself that such a Ruling had been made by the Court and held himself and the National Assembly obedient to the finding of the Court.
The Speaker also stated that the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs had since filed an appeal to that judgment and that the Supreme Court on Application had granted a Stay of Execution.  As a result, the two Members had resumed their seats in the National Assembly.
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

By the Minister of Finance:

(i)      Amendatory Agreement No. 2270/BL-GY (Amendment No. 1) signed on December 20, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$3,100,000.00 for the Sustainable Housing for the Hinterland Programme.

(Circulated)

(ii)      Financing Agreement No. 5753-GY dated December 29, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the International Development Association for SDR2,700,000.00 for additional financing for University of Guyana Science and Technology Support Project.

(Circulated)

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS


BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1    - 
FIREARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 2/2016 published on 
2016-02-10

The Minister of Public Security moved the second reading of the following Bill:




A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Firearms Act.





(Read a first time on 2016-02-10)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj


Mr. Clement Rohee
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Thereafter, the Minister of Public Security replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clause 1 was passed as printed.

Clause 2

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., and seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendment which was put and negatived:
“Insert a new clause as Clause 2A, which amends Section 19(5) of the Principal Act by the insertion of the words “or a farmer” immediately after the word “Amerindian”.”

Clause 2 was then passed as printed.

Clause 3 was passed as printed.
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Public Security, the Fire Arms (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 2 - 
MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – 
Bill No. 3/2016 published on 2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Bishop Juan Edghill


Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.
Clause 3

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., and seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendment which was put and negatived on the following division:

“by a reduction by 50% of “First Schedule –A- Licence Fees In Respect Of Vehicles” and “B – Other Fees” enumerated in the said Bill.”

FOR








AGAINST

Ms. Veerasammy 






Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Gill







Mr. Rajkumar
Mr. Ramson

Mr. C. Persaud
Mr. Anamayah
Mr. Figueira
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Mr. Dharamlall
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Mr. Allen
Mr. Damon
Mr. Adams
Dr. Mahadeo
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Ms. Wade
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Mr. Rohee
Mr. Ramjattan
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Mr. Jagdeo  
Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo

____________
_____________
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____________                                                                               ____________                                                  
Clause 3 was then passed as printed on the following division:

AGAINST





                       FOR

Ms. Veerasammy 






Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Gill







Mr. Rajkumar

Mr. Ramson

Mr. C. Persaud

Mr. Anamayah
Mr. Figueira

Mr. Dharamlall
Mr. Carrington

Mr. Charlie
Mr. Allen

Mr. Damon
Mr. Adams

Dr. Mahadeo
Ms. Bancroft

Mr. Chand
Ms. Wade

Mr. Neendkumar
Ms. Patterson

Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks 
Ms. Henry 

Mr. G. Persaud
Ms. Broomes

Mr. Mustapha
Dr. Cummings

Ms. Selman
Mr. Sharma

Dr. Westford
Mrs. Garrido- Lowe

Dr. Ramsarran
Ms. Ferguson

Mrs. G. Persaud
Mrs. Hastings-Williams

Mr. Croal
Mr. Holder

Mr. Hamilton 
Mr. Gaskin
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Mrs. Chandarpal
Mrs. Hughes

Dr. V. Persaud
Mr. Patterson

Mr. Seeraj
Mrs. Lawrence

Bishop Edghill
Mr. Trotman

Mr. Lumumba
Mr. Jordan

Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai
Dr. Norton

Dr. Anthony
Mr. Bulkan

Ms. Manickchand
Dr. Roopnarine

Mr. Nandlall
Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon

Mr. Ali
Ms. Ally 

Ms. Teixeira
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Mr. Rohee
Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Jagdeo  
Mr. Greenidge


Mr. Nagamootoo

____________
_____________
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Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.03 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.04 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
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ITEM 3   - 
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT (AMENDMENT) BILL 
2016 – Bill No. 4/2016 published on 2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Financial Administration and Audit Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1and 2 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Financial Administration and Audit (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.

ITEM 4 - 
CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 5/2016 published on 
2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

                  A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Customs Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

/…14

14.
Mr. Mohabir Nandlall spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 5   - 
INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 6/2016 published on 

2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Income Tax Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.
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The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 to 6 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 6 - 
MISCELLANEOUS LICENCES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 
7/2016 published on 2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Miscellaneous Licences Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

Mr. Joseph Hamilton spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.
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In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Miscellaneous Licences (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed. 

ITEM 7 - 
AUCTIONEERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 8/2016 published on 

2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Auctioneers Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.
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Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Auctioneers (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.

ITEM 8 - 
HUCKSTERS LICENSING AND CONTROL (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 
– Bill No. 9/2016 published on 2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Hucksters Licensing and Control Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Joseph Hamilton


Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time on the following division:

AGAINST







FOR

Ms. Veerasammy 






Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Gill







Mr. Rajkumar

Mr. Ramson

Mr. C. Persaud

Mr. Anamayah
Mr. Figueira

Mr. Dharamlall
Mr. Carrington

Mr. Charlie
Mr. Allen

Mr. Damon
Mr. Adams
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Dr. Mahadeo
Ms. Bancroft

Mr. Chand
Ms. Wade

Mr. Neendkumar
Ms. Patterson

Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks 
Ms. Henry 

Mr. G. Persaud
Ms. Broomes

Mr. Mustapha
Dr. Cummings

Ms. Selman
Mr. Sharma

Dr. Westford
Mrs. Garrido- Lowe

Dr. Ramsarran
Ms. Ferguson

Mrs. G. Persaud
Mrs. Hastings-Williams

Mr. Croal
Mr. Holder

Mr. Hamilton 
Mr. Gaskin

Mrs. Chandarpal
Mrs. Hughes

Dr. V. Persaud
Mr. Patterson

Mr. Seeraj
Mrs. Lawrence

Bishop Edghill
Mr. Trotman

Mr. Lumumba
Mr. Jordan

Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai
Dr. Norton

Dr. Anthony
Mr. Bulkan

Ms. Manickchand
Dr. Roopnarine

Mr. Nandlall
Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon

Mr. Ali
Ms. Ally 

Ms. Teixeira
Mr. Williams

Mr. Rohee
Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Jagdeo  
Mr. Greenidge


Mr. Nagamootoo

____________
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Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clause 1 was passed as printed.

Clause 2

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., and seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendment which was put and negatived:


“Reducing all the fees stipulated thereof by 50%”
Clause 2 was then passed as printed.

Assembly resumed
On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Hucksters Licensing and Control (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.40 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 8.17 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.

ITEM 9 - 
TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 2016 – Bill No. 10/2016 published on 
2016-02-10
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

/…20
20.



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Tax Act.

(Read a first time on 2016-02-11)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali


Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.

Clause 3

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., and seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendment which was put and negatived:


“deleting the proposed 73(b), (c ) and the proviso immediately following.”

Clause 3 was then passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Tax (Amendment) Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as printed.
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MOTION
ITEM 10 - 
CONFIRMATION OF THE CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT OF 
SCHEDULES) ORDER 2016 – NO. 5 OF 2016


The Minister of Finance moved the following motion:
BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Sections 8 and 43 of the Customs Act, Chapter 82:01, confirm the Customs (Amendment of Schedules) Order 2016 (No. 5 of 2016) which was made on 9th February, 2016, under Section 8 of the Customs Act, Chapter 82:01 and published in the Official Gazette dated 10th February, 2016.

(Notice Paper No. 36 (M30 Govt 25) published on 2016-02-12)

Mr. Charles Ramson spoke to the motion.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NO. 10(1)

At 10.00 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, Standing Orders No. 10(1) was suspended to enable the Assembly to continue and conclude the debate on the motion.

The Assembly resumed the debate on the motion.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Bishop Juan Edghill


Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.
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Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendments which were put and negatived:

“     (i) by the deletion of Clause 2 thereof;

(ii) By substituting in Clause 12(a), the word “twelve” for the word “eight””;

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., seconded by Mr. Clement Rohee, M.P., moved the following amendment which was put and carried:

“By inserting in Clause 12(b), a comma and the word “mining” immediately after the word “agricultural”.”

The motion, as amended, was then put and carried.

ADJOURNMENT 

At 10.50 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 10th March, 2016. 
……………………………………………………………..

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

26th February, 2016.

