NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
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AT 2.00 P.M.
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IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN.

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (68)

Speaker (1)

The Hon Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (34)
(i) People’s Progressive Party/Civic (34)

Hon. Samuel A.A. Hinds, O.E., M.P., Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

Hon. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs 

Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Hon. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

  Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 

Hon. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo),

  Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Hon. Dr. Ashni K. Singh, M.P., Minister of Finance (Absent – on leave)
Hon. Robert M. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne), 

 Minister of Natural Resources and Environment 

Hon. Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

 Minister of the Public Service 
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Hon. Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P., Minister of Health 

Hon. Mohamed I. Ali, M.P., Minister of Housing and Water 
Hon. Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport 

Hon. Brindley H.R. Benn, M.P., Minister of Public Works






Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice),

  Minister of Education 

Hon. Jennifer I.M. Webster, M.P., Minister of Human Services 

and Social Security (Absent – on leave)
Hon. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P., Minister of Amerindian Affairs 

*Hon. Dr. Nanda K. Gopaul, M.P., Minister of Labour  

Hon. Alli Baksh, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supernaam), 

   Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture

Hon. Norman A. Whittaker, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini),

  Minister in the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development 

Hon. Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister in the 

Ministry of Finance 

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., Government Chief Whip

Mr. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent – on leave)

Bibi S. Shadick, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. 

*Non-Elected Minister
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3.

Mr. Komal Chand, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/

   West Demerara) (Absent)
Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P.

Rev. Dr. Kwame A. Gilbert, M.P. 

**Mr. Joseph Hamilton, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Health 

Dr. Vindhya Vasini Persaud, M.S., M.P. 

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supernaam) 

Mr. Faizal M. Jafarally, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Members of the Opposition (33)

(ii) Members of A Partnership for National Unity(26)

Brigadier (Ret’d) David A. Granger, M.S.S., M.P., Leader of the Opposition

Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P. 

Ms Amna Ally, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Deputy Speaker 

of the National Assembly

Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. George Norton, M.P. 

 



**Non-Elected Member
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Mr. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P. 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P.

Mr. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P.

Mr. Keith Scott, M.P.

Ms Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Mr. Winston Felix, D.S.M., M.P.

Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.

Ms Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Mr. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P.

Ms Africo Selman, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Desmond Trotman, M.P.

Mr. James A. Bond, M.P.

Mr. Ernest Elliot, M.P., (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Ms Vanessa Kissoon, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice) 

Mrs. Mabel Baveghems, M.P.

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Christopher A. Jones, M.P.

Mr. Renis Morian, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Ms Rennita L. Williams, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Miss Annette N. Ferguson, M.P.
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5.
(iii) Members of The Alliance For Change (7)
Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. 

Mr. Moses Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P. 

Mrs. Catherine Hughes, M.P. 

Mrs. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P. 

Dr. Veersammy Ramayya, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Ms June Eula Marcello, M.P. (Region No. 8 – Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. Trevor Williams, M.P. 

OFFICERS

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly (a.g.)

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.06 p.m. 

PRAYERS

The Clerk read the prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker made the following announcements:

Leave: 

The Speaker informed Members that leave had been granted to:-

· Hon. Jennifer Webster, M.P., up to the 19th July, 2014, and
· Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., for that day’s sitting
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6.

School Outreach Programme in Region 9 

The Speaker informed Members that the Parliament Office had successfully organised a school outreach programme to the Rupununi, Region 9, which was led by the regional representative, Mr. Sydney Allicock, M.P.   The programme started on 25th June and ended on 28th June, 2014, during which the team travelled to Boa Vista in Brazil and observed a game of football. He thanked those Members who participated and the staff for organising the visit. 

Annual Staff Appreciation Day 

The Speaker informed Members that Sunday, 6th July, 2014, the Parliament Office organised its annual Staff Appreciation Day. He thanked Members of Government and Opposition, in particular the Prime Minister, Mr. Faizal Jafarally and the Minister of Health, Dr. Bheri Ramsarran, for attending and making the staff felt as though they were quite important. 
Placement of Mat on Second Floor Corridor of Public Buildings

“Hon. Members, you would have noticed that we have kept our promise to improve conditions at the Parliament Office. A mat has been placed on the corridor, particularly because it is the wet season. So the fear of falling and for those who have fallen, to whom we had to apologise, we now have that mat in place. It took some time.  Again, I would like to thank the Clerk and his staff for pursuing that request which I had made. We are happy that that has been completed.”
Presence of newly accredited Resident Representative of the Organization of American States

The Speaker informed Members that the newly accredited Resident Representative of the Organization of American States was in the Chamber as his guest. The Speaker welcomed the Resident Representative. 
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Motion to Honour the late Deputy Speaker, Mrs. Deborah Backer

The Speaker informed Members that they will be considering a motion to honour their fallen Sister, Mrs. Deborah Jan Backer, later in the proceedings and that Members of her family and the legal fraternity were in attendance. The Speaker welcomed them.
Removal of Excessive use of Paper

The Speaker informed Members that permission had been granted, in keeping with the new drive to do away with the excessive use of paper, to the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment to lay the National Parks Commission’s Annual Reports from 2008 to 2012 in an electronic format and that all Members were provided with a Compact Disc/Read Only Memory (CD/ROM). The Assembly commended the Ministry.
Speakers’ Rulings

The Speaker informed Members that in fulfilment of another promise, they were all provided with a copy of the Speakers’ Rulings (1967-2011) and that the book should be used by Members as a guide in terms of how to address certain matters that may come up from time to time in the Assembly. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, on behalf of the Minister of Natural Resources and the Environment, presented the Annual Reports of the National Parks Commission for the years 2008 – 2012.









(Circulated)
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-
By Dr. George Norton, M.P. (Chairman of the Committee on Appointments):

(i) Fifth Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of Members of the Ethnic Relations Commission.









(Circulated)
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8.

(ii) Sixth Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of Members of the Rights of the Child Commission.









(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
For Written Replies

1. BENEFITS FOR THE FORMER PRESIDENT, DR. BHARRAT JAGDEO

Member Asking: 


Mr. Desmond Trotman, M.P.
Minister Answering: 

The Minister of Finance
Would the Minister of Finance tell this House:-

(i)       What is the electricity charge paid under the Act for former President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, for each month since he demitted office in 2011 up to the end of February, 2014?
(ii)        What is the total health expenses/claims met under the Act for former President, Bharrat Jagdeo and/or his dependents for each month since he demitted office in 2011 to 28th February, 2014?
(iii)       What is the cost of providing transportation (local and overseas) inclusive of cars and drivers, including air cost and road under the Act for former President, Bharrat Jagdeo and/or his dependents for each month since he demitted office in 2011 to 28th February, 2014?
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9.

(iv)       What is the monthly cost of providing security for personal and property(s) under the Act for former President, Bharrat Jagdeo since he demitted office in 2011 until 28th February, 2014?
(Notice Paper No. 317 (Q 217  Opp. 214) published on 2014-04-07)
Answers:
See Appendix I

2. MAINTENANCE OF THE KURUPUNG AIRSTRIP IN REGION NO. 7

Member Asking: 


Dr. Karen Cummings
Minister Answering: 

The Minister of Public Works

(i)       In 2013, 67.2 million dollars was disbursed for the maintenance of hinterland airstrips.  Could the Hon. Minister say, if the Kurupung Airstrip was upgraded and what was the cost for this upgrade?
(ii)       Is there a maintenance team that examines these airstrips periodically and who are the members of the team?
(iii)       What mechanisms will be put in place to prevent another event of “hard landing” of a commercial plane at the Region 7 airstrip?
(Notice Paper No. 325 (Q 223  Opp. 220) published on 2014-06-02)
Answers:

“(i) 
In 2013, $67.320M was disbursed in relation to the maintenance of hinterland airstrips.
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The Kurupung Airstrip is 1,365 feet long and 43 feet wide.  It is bordered on the eastern end by a deep valley and a swamp with a Creek on the western end, hence there is very little scope to facilitate its lengthening.

However, all year satisfactory maintenance was carried out to the Kurupung Airstrip in 2013 for the total sum of $640,000.

There is a resident Contractor who has responsibility for maintenance of this Airstrip all year round and this is the case with all other Government Airstrips.
(ii)     These Airstrips are examined periodically jointly by the Aviation Inspectors in the Ministry of Public Works and the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority.

(iii)     In this particular instance it was not a “hard landing” but a “short landing” by the Pilot of the Aircraft.  The contributory factors were:

· Wind shear

· Down draught

Details of this incident

It involved a Trans Guyana Airways BN2A-27 Islander with registration 8R-GHM Serial No. 216.  It took place on 16th May, 2014, at 13:57 hrs.  There were 1 Crew and 4 passengers and no one suffered any injury.

The Aircraft which was seriously damaged, landed before the threshold, the left landing gear moved rearward 39 inches tearing the nacelle.  There were wrinkles to both surfaces of the wing and flaps.
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In order to minimize the event of any “hard landing” of a commercial plane, training and experience must be the main focus by the relevant Companies.  This training consists of:

· Airman proficiency checks every six months by the relevant Companies;

· Route and Aerodrome checks once in every twelve months in accordance with the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority Requirements.”

3. VICTORIA HEALTH CENTRE

Member Asking: 


Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.
Minister Answering: 

The Minister of Health

Could the Hon. Minister say:-

(i)       In light of the addition of 278 new Cuban trained Doctors to the Health Care System, when will the Victoria Health Centre open its doors to the public for a five-day a week service?  Presently, clinics are held once weekly.
(ii)      When will the sanitary facilities be improved at this health facility?  At present the health care providers and the patients are using the same sanitary facility.
(Notice Paper No. 328 (Q 224  Opp. 221) published on 2014-06-18)
Answers:

“(i)  The Victoria Health Post will not be able to open its doors to the public for a five-day a 

week service anytime soon due to the inadequate supply of staff and the fact that the facility has limited space.

(ii)Works are ongoing to remedy the situation at the Health Post, and is scheduled to be 

completed by July 11, 2014.”
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4. DR. CC NICHOLSON HOSPITAL

Member Asking: 


Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.
Minister Answering: 

The Minister of Health


Could the Hon. Minister say:-

(i)      If plans are afoot to make this hospital a 24hr delivery service, in light of the fact that it is alleged that a mother had delivered a baby in the vicinity of a barber shop and that a barber had assisted to deliver the baby?

(ii)       Since a probe of this allegation was launched against the Dr. CC Nicholson Hospital according to the Kaieteur Newspaper of June 25, 2012, could the Hon. Minister furnish this Noble Assembly with the results of that probe?

(iii)        When will there be a functioning Incubator(s) to place neonates or newborns at the Dr. CC Nicholson Hospital?

(iv)       How soon will there be a cylinder with oxygen, a working autoclave to ensure sterile dressings to patients; and emergency supplies at the said health facility?

(Notice Paper No. 329 (Q 225  Opp. 222) published on 2014-06-18)

Answers:
“(i) 
Yes, plans are afoot to make the CC Nicholson Hospital a 24hr delivery service subject to the availability of medical personnel.

(ii)The probe of the investigation against the Dr. at CC Nicholson Hospital revealed that there was no need for disciplinary actions. (Please find copy of the report on the delivery of the baby at the Barber Shop at APPENDIX II).
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(iii)       An incubator will be requested in the 2015 Budget.

(iv)      There is a cylinder with oxygen at the Health Facility, however, the gauge has malfunctioned and would be replaced by July 11, 2014; there will be a working autoclave to ensure sterile dressings to patients by July 17, 2014.  The emergency supplies at the said health facility are provided by the Ministry of Health, however, the Regional Administration will procure emergency supplies once difficulties are reported to the Administration.”
5. THE ALARM INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME TO REDUCE MATERNAL, NEONATAL MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY

Member Asking: 


Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.
Minister Answering: 

The Minister of Health

Could the Hon. Minister say:-

(i)      How many health care workers have been trained in the ALARM Programme to reduce maternal, neonatal mortality and morbidity to date?

(ii)      What category of health care workers have been trained to date?

(iii)       Where the health care workers are deployed or are located?

(Notice Paper No. 330 (Q 226  Opp. 223) published on 2014-06-18)

Answers:
SEE APPENDIX III
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14.
For Oral Reply

6. PROFESSIONAL TUNER WORKSHOP
Mr. Christopher Jones, M.P., asked the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport the following questions:


(i)      *Could the Hon. Minister inform this House of the date, venue and cost that was used for Trinidadian Tuner Mario Joseph to conduct his workshop?

(ii)      *Could the Hon. Minister inform this House which of the following Guyana Steel Pan Tuners benefited from the ‘Professional Tuner Workshop for all local tuners’:-

(a) Mr. Roy Geddes, M.S., A.A.

(b) Mr. Frank Lynch
(c) Mr. Calvin Whyte, M.S.

(d) Mr. Aubrey Bryan

(e) Mr. Ivan Chapman

(f) Mr. Matthew Lewis

(g) Mr. Oliver Pross?

(iii)       *Could the Hon. Minister inform this House how was the ‘Professional Tuner Workshop for local tuners’ advertised?

(iv)      *Could the Hon. Minister inform this House whether any of the above named Guyanese Steel Pan Tuners were unavailable to chord and blend the ‘state owned’ Steel Pan Instruments before or during the 2014 Mashramani competition?

(Notice Paper No. 331 (Q 227  Opp. 224) published on 2014-06-18)

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport replied.
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Mr. Christopher Jones, M.P., asked the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport replied.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Statement made by Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P.,  at the Residence of the American Ambassador

Ms Africo Selman, M.P., made a personal explanation re. statement made by Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., at the residence of the American Ambassador.

Thereafter, Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., made a statement re. her speech at the American Ambassador’s Residence.

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-


Police Brutality against Essequibo Rice Farmers
At 2.45 p.m., a request by Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., to move the adjournment of the Assembly on a definite matter of urgent public importance to wit Police Brutality against Essequibo Rice Farmers was disallowed by the Speaker.

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., was allowed to make a brief statement on the matter.

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NOS. 69 AND 26(e) 
The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs moved the following motion:
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WHEREAS the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2013 – Bill No. 2/2013 was negatived at the Sitting of the National Assembly on 22nd May, 2013;


AND WHEREAS, due to the importance of the Bill with regards to the recent ruling by the Caribbean Court of Justice, the Government is desirous of proceeding with the second and third readings of the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2014 – Bill No. 11/2014;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 112 makes provision for the suspension of one or more Standing Orders to facilitate the work of the National Assembly;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 69 states, “once the second reading of any Bill has been agreed to or negatived, no question shall be proposed during the same Session for the second reading of any other Bill containing substantially the same provision”;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 26(e) states that a motion shall not revive discussion of a matter which has been discussed in the same Session,



BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Orders Nos. 69 and 26(e) be suspended to allow the National Assembly to proceed with the second and third readings of the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2014 – Bill No. 11/2014.

(Notice Paper No. 336 (M 106   Govt. 36) published on 2014-06-23)
The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Carl Greenidge


Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan


The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs


Mr. Basil Williams

Thereafter, the Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs replied.

The motion was put and negatived on the following division:

AGAINST





FOR

Mr. T. Williams 




Mr. Jafarally

Ms Marcello 





Mr. Damon

Dr. Ramayya





Dr. Persaud

Mrs. Garrido-Lowe 




Rev. Gilbert

Mrs. Hughes 





Dr. Mahadeo

Mr. Nagamootoo 




Mr. Seeraj

Mr. Ramjattan 




Mr. Neendkumar

Ms Ferguson 





Mr. Lumumba

Ms Williams 





Mr. G. Persaud

Mr. Morian 





Bibi Shadick

Mr. Jones 





Mr. Nadir

Mr. Adams 





Ms Teixeira

Ms Baveghems 




Bishop Edghill

Ms Kissoon 





Mr. Whittaker

Mr. Elliot 





Mr. Baksh

Mr. Bond 





Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai

Mr. Trotman 





Ms Manickchand

Ms Selman 





Mr. Benn

Mr. Allicock 





Dr. Anthony

Ms Wade 





Mr. Ali
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Dr. Cummings 




Dr. Ramsarran

Mr. Felix 





Dr. Westford

Ms Hastings 





Mr. R. Persaud

Mr. Scott 





Mrs. Rodrigues-Birkett

Mr. Bulkan 





Mr. Nandlall

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon 



Dr. Ramsammy

Mr. Greenidge 




Mr. Rohee

Dr. Norton 





Mr. Hinds

Mrs. Lawrence

Mr. B. Williams

Ms Ally

Dr. Roopnarine

Brig. (Ret’d) Granger

______________________ 



________________________ 


33 







28

______________________ 



________________________

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS

ITEM 1   -  Motion of Privilege against Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Minister of Finance

Mr. Carl Greenidge, M.P., sought leave to move a motion of Privilege against the Minister of Finance.

Thereafter, the Speaker informed the Assembly that a ruling will be made upon the resumption of the sitting.
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ITEM 2  -   SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MRS. DEBORAH BACKER, FORMER 

DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Ms Amna Ally, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip, moved the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret on the death of Mrs. Deborah Backer, former Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, on 21st March, 2014 and pays tribute to her dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana from July, 1998 – February 7, 2014, and to the people of Guyana; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of its sympathy be conveyed to her sorrowing widower, children and relatives.
(Notice Paper No. 335 (M 105   Opp. 59) published on 2014-06-23)
The following Members spoke to the motion:


The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Mrs. Catherine Hughes


Brig. (Ret’d) David Granger

Thereafter, Ms Amna Ally replied.

The motion was then put and carried.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.25 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments.
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20.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.45 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

The Speaker informed the Assembly that the Privilege motion was still with the Clerk of the National Assembly and as such will make a ruling at a later date.
ITEM 3  -  THE BROADCASTING (AMENDMENT) BILL 2014 – BILL NO. 13 OF 2014

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., moved the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No. 52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 2014 – Bill No. 13 of 2014:-

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Broadcasting Act.
(Notice Paper No. 337 (M 107   Opp. 60) published on 2014-06-25)
Ms Gail Teixeira spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, Lt. Co. (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon replied.

The motion was then put and carried.

Leave was granted and thereafter the Clerk read aloud the title of the Bill.
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(ii) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings
ITEM 4    - 
SUMMARY JURISDICTION (APPEALS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2014-Bill 

No. 9/2014 published on 2014-06-19
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend Summary Jurisdiction (Appeals) Act.





(Read a first time on 2014-06-19)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Basil Williams


Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan

Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.

The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clause 1 was passed as printed.

Clause 2

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendment, which was put and carried:

“Clause 2(b)(1) –

 after the words “not exceeding” delete the word “four” and insert the word “six””
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22.

Clause 2 was then passed as amended.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Summary Jurisdiction (Appeals) (Amendment) Bill 2014 was read a third time and passed as amended.
ITEM 5  -   EDUCATION BILL 2014- Bill No. 10/2014 published on 2014-06-19

At a request of the Minister of Education the second reading of the following Bill was deferred:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to repeal the Education Act, to reform the legal framework of education in Guyana and provide an effective system of education related to the needs of the people.
(Read a first time on 2014-06-19)

ITEM 6  - 
CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2014 – Bill No. 11/2014 published on 
2014-06-19

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, requested that the following Bill be referred to a Special Select Committee:




A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Customs Act.
(Read a first time on 2014-06-19)

The following Members spoke to the motion:

Mr. Basil Williams


Ms Gail Teixeira
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Mr. Carl Greenidge


Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan

Thereafter the Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs replied.

A motion moved by Mr. Carl Greenidge, M.P., and seconded by Ms Amna Ally, M.P., that the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2014, not be referred to a Special Select Committee, was put and carried.

 (iii)    COMMITTEES BUSINESS


MOTION

ITEM 7   - 
ADOPTION OF THE FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

APPOINTMENTS IN RELATION TO THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE ETHNIC RELATIONS COMMISSION

Dr. George Norton, M.P. (Chairman of the Committee on Appointments) 

moved the following motion:
WHEREAS the Standing Committee on Appointments to Commissions in keeping with Resolution No. 68 of 2014, consulted the approved lists of entities for nomination to the Ethnic Relations Commission;


AND WHEREAS the entities met and made submissions of their nominations between April 30, 2014 and June 6, 2014;
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BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly approves the following persons from the following categories as Members of the Ethnic Relations Commission established under the Constitution, and signify to the President that:

Christian Religion

Dr. John O. Smith

Hindu Religion

Ms. Rajkumarie Singh

Muslim Religion

Shaykh Moeenul Hack

Labour Movement

Mr. Norris Emanuel Witter

Private Sector Organisations

Mr. Ravindra Dev









Youth Organisations

Ms. Gomattie Kalicharran

Women Organisations

Ms. Ruth Howard
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Cultural/Ethnic Organisations

Afro-Guyanese

Mr. Barrington Braithwaite

Indo-Guyanese

Mr. Neaz Subhan

Indigenous/Amerindian

Mr. Peter Persaud

have been nominated in accordance with Resolution No. 68 of 2014, and Article 212 B (1)(a) of the Constitution to be appointed Members of the Ethnic Relations Commission; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly adopts the Fifth Report of the Standing Committee to address matters relating to the nomination and appointment of Members to the Ethnic Relations Commission.

(Notice Paper No. 349 (M 109   Committees 11) published on 2014-07-02)

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance spoke to the motion.

The motion was then put and carried.
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26.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7.18 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, the Assembly was adjourned to a date to be fixed.







…………………………………………………….







HON. RAPHAEL G.C. TROTMAN, M.P.,







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

10th July, 2014.
